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by Resident Vice President Anna Sokolowski

LLooookkiinngg tthhrroouugghh tthhee WWiinnddooww......

Dear Readers,
As you received this issue of Narod Polski, Thanksgiving will be here and officially, the

holiday season will be in full swing. Yes, it is hard to believe that the holidays are just
around the corner. With parties, shopping, travel and decorating, this time of year is more
than a little hectic.  And don’t forget all the pressure in the kitchen! Let’s face it, most of us
just love to eat, but we do not have the time to prepare delicious meals for our families and
friends.  Did you know that we still have copies of the PRCUA's "Sharing Our Best"
cookbook? Browse through the recipes and pick easy-to-prepare dishes that everyone will
love. Or try something different and you're sure to win kudos from your loved ones.  Since
the joy of giving is part of Christmas Season, consider giving the PRCUA's "Sharing Our
Best" to your loved ones or friends as a Christmas gift, and maybe next year they will invite
you for the holidays and they will do the cooking! It’s easy to order, just send a check for
$15.00 (shipping and handling are included) made payable to: PRCUA Cookbook. Mail to:
PRCUA Cookbook, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, IL. 60622 and we will rush the
cookbook to you. By purchasing the cookbook, you will be helping support PRCUA dance
and language schools. At this holiday season, be generous when you give, and grateful when
you receive. 

On October 19-20, together with Pres.
Wallace Ozog, Secy.-Tres. Joyce Szarowicz,
V.P.  Robert Bielenda and our spouses, we
attended the Polish American Congress
meeting of National Directors in San Diego,
CA. Our meetings were interesting and
informative, especially for me, since it was my
first involvement with PAC. The PAC approved
a few resolutions: like PAC support for the
Polish government and recognizing its
achievements such as restructuring of military
intelligence services, updating of the structure
of the Institute of National Remembrance, and
the creation of “Karta Polaka” - the restoration
of Polish Citizenship to all persons born in

Poland. We also discussed our involvement with U.S. legislators on matters of interest to
Polonia and Poland and the upcoming 2007 celebration marking the 400th Anniversary of
the Jamestown colony and the arrival of the first Poles in America.   

One of the important decisions was to apply to change the PAC to a 501(c) 3 tax-exempt
status, making donations eligible for an income tax write-off and other benefits. Elections
were held and only one office was contested:
Jerzy Rozalski of MI was V.P. of Public
Relations. We congratulate all the officers who
were elected and hope to see real progress. 

Early Saturday, October 21, we left sunny
San Diego to return home to a very cold, rainy
Chicago. We rushed so we could attend the
13th Annual Franciscan Sisters of Chicago
Banquet, a major fund-raising event for the
Congregation. This year, the gala had the
ambience of classic cinema. The banquet hall,
tables, centerpieces and all decorations carried
that theme. It was a very beautiful affair until
we heard the familiar: “That, that, that's all, folks!" and we headed home.

On Sunday, October 22, I attended the parents meeting in the John Paul II Polish
Language School in Lemont, IL. I informed the parents of the benefits of PRCUA
membership, explained various PRCUA products and encouraged the parents to join our
organization. Together with deputy, Jolanta Wisnicki, we answered questions and
distributed information about our organization and about The Polish Museum of America.
After the meeting, my husband and I rushed to the north side of Chicago to attend the
celebration of Polish American Heritage month and the 20th Anniversary of the Polonia
Folk Dance and Song Ensemble of PRCUA, aka the Northwestern Center of Traditional

Polish Dancing. The concert was held in the auditorium of
Northeastern Ill. U. and was filled to capacity. Also, present
was President Wallace Ozog, District # 7 National Directors
Lillian Stempinski, and Robert Bugielski and the past
National Director, Joseph Boruta. The Polonia Ensemble
presented a colorful show of Polish dance, costumes and
music. It was a great show and it was a delight to watch our
dancers’ fantastic performance. We appreciated this
wonderful event and the presentation of flowers to
President Ozog and me. 

On Wednesday, October 25th, President Ozog and I
attended the ribbon cutting ceremony of the Cyber Room
Cafe at the Polish National Alliance Home Office. Initiator
of this project was PNA President Frank Spula, so that the
Polish Community and area residents can access computers
and the internet.  This spacious and beautifully renovated
room will also serve as a meeting room, dance rehearsal
room and can be rented for other uses. Attending this
ceremony were: Alderwoman Margaret Lamos and IL State
Representative John D'Amico who, with the PNA officers,
officially opened the room to the public. Our heartfelt
congratulations on launching this Cyber Room Café.

In the evening, I attended a PRCUA deputy meeting
that was held in the residence of Misia and Richard
Jaminski. District Supervisor Edward Muszalski reminded
us that we are rapidly approaching the year-end for our
2006 production. He informed us about our progress so far
and encouraged us to bring more members into our
organization. Later, William Seranko, who works at our
Home Office and is Supervisor of District #1, conducted a
seminar about the Anti-Money Laundering and Suspicious
Activity Reporting and its procedures. The U.S. Dept. of
Treasury's Financial Crimes Enforcement Network
(FinCEN) requires that those in the insurance business to
implement an Anti-Money Laundering Program.
Afterwards, we surprised past National Director Martha
Kwiatt, who was celebrating her 92nd birthday, with a
bouquet of flowers and cake and loud singing of another
STO LAT and Happy Birthday. We would like to thank the
Jaminski's for being such gracious hosts and letting us to
use their residence.

On Saturday, October 28, I visited the John Paul II
Polish Language School in Lemont to meet with the parents
and deliver recently-issued insurance policies. Also, present
was PRCUA District #8 National Dir. Jim Rustik, who
delivered Halloween goodies to the students. The day
before, on Friday, National Dir. of District #8 Krys Lech
delivered Halloween treats to the school's Romeoville
campus. The students were very surprised by the
unannounced visit and Halloween treats, and the staff was
very appreciative of the directors’ thoughtfulness.

In the evening, my husband and I, with District #8
Directors Krystyna Lech and Jim Rustik, attended St. Mary
of Gostin’s Annual Polka Mass in Downers Grove, IL. After
Mass, we attended the Polka Harvest Fest with dinner,
music and dancing. The surprise of the evening, arranged
by a "very young" Martha Kwiatt,
was a performance by the "Wesoly
Lud." It was so nice to see so many
confident dancers do an outstanding
job.  At the end, dancers invited the
audience to dance with them, and
everyone loved it. The audience gave
a standing ovation to the dancers.
They thanked the dancers and the
group director and choreographer -
Misia and Richard Jaminski - for the
fabulous show. Martha and I also
received (Continued on page 7)
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