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lyy Resident Vice President Anna Sokolowski

Dear Readers,

Autumn, such a lovely season! It is the perfect time of year, sandwiched between
summer and winter months. It is not too hot or too cold. This type of weather is also the
most favorable for a spectacular show of the best autumn colors and foliage. | just love that
crispy air in early morning and the sound of crunching leaves under my feet. The autumn
months also unfold some secrets, trees shed their leaves, flowers turn into fruits, and fruits
to seeds. We find ourselves irresistibly drawn to the natural symbols of fall pumpkins and
gourds, dried wheat and cattails, vibrant fresh or dried flowers, apples and wine, berries
and mushrooms, not to mention lots of seasonal events that take place. It's the perfect
season to hike up the colorful trail, take a scenic drive, or just enjoy a fall day of fun and
togetherness, picking apples and pumpkins. Orchard owners and fruit growers open their
gardens to pickers and allow them to pick their favorite fruit by collecting an admission fee
or weighing the fruit in the baskets. The true star of the autumn season is the pumpkin, as
they get large enough to carve spooky faces in them or to eat (my favorite is roasted
pumpkin seeds). Halloween is around the corner and it is time to search for the "perfect”
scary costume so some of us can venture and collect sweet treats! Autumn - it's time to
bring the wood in and start a fire in the fireplace, sipping hot cider with something "extra"
and relax! And before you know it, Thanksgiving will be here!

As many of you know, at the end of September | attended the Worldwide Convention of
Polonia ("Zjazd Polonii i Polakow z
Zagranicy") organized by Wspolnota Polska
and Republic of Poland Senate in Warsaw,
Poland. Around 300 delegates from 60
countries took part in this Convention. The
delegation also included the last Polish
émigré President - Ryszard Kaczorowski,
representatives of the episcopate, leaders of
many organizations, representatives of Polish
communities from around the globe,
including the top Polish government leaders
and the President of the Republic of Poland
Lech Kaczynski. We came to Poland to
discuss issues of common interest.

During our week-long sessions we
discussed the needs of Polish communities
abroad, ways to better coordinate the joint
efforts of Poland and Polonia's communities
around the world and forms of cooperation
between Poland and the Polish communities
abroad to adequately meet their current
needs and long-term goals. Pressing
problems of Polish communities were:
education and culture; how to preserve and
protect the Polish cultural heritage, the
future of the world's Polonia, the awarding
of scholarships to needy and talented
students - especially to those living in the
West and how to defend the good name of
Poland and the Polish people.

A variety of matters were raised
during our meetings in the form of
resolutions and demands. There were
sessions full of slogans, proposals and
promises. The Polish government thanked
Polonia for gg

Marek Stawiarski - President of PAC- an Illinois
Division and Janina Natusiewicz friend of Anna
Walentynowicz, Anna Walentynowicz, Polish Free Trade
Union activist during the Solidarity Movement in Poland
at the Worldwide Convention of Polonia

Last Polish émigré President Ryszard Kaczorowski
and Professor Andrzej Stelmachowski

American Delegation at the Worldwide Convention of Polonia

Blanka Rosenstiel, Stanislaw Zagata,
Anna Sokolowski, Helena Ziolkowska

their achievements throughout history and their
outstanding accomplishments. They also thanked the Polish
American Congress for its support and mass campaigns for
Poland's membership in NATO. It was very interesting
meeting and sharing our experiences with other
representatives of Polonia's organizations from other parts
of the world and learning about their struggles and
accomplishments. Let's hope that some of our suggestions
will be not forgotten and that the cooperation between Poles
living abroad and Polish government would be treated on a
partnership like basis.

The month of October was very busy with all kinds of
activities. On Friday October 5th, together with President
Wallace Ozog, | attended a special meeting with parents,
teachers, and advisory board members at our Alliance of
Poles Division of PRCUA Polish language school and dance
group in Cleveland, Ohio. The purpose of this meeting was
to explain the PRCUA school guidelines, and to get more
parents involved with making decisions about the school
and having an active Parent School Board. During this
meeting we stressed that the Parent School Board should
consist only of parents of the students that attend that
school. We encouraged more parents to play a critical role in
their children education and be more involved in the school.
We suggested that they generously give their time and
talent to make their school and children more successful.
Parent involvement is always mutually beneficial for
students and school. The school in Cleveland always had an
Advisory Board made up of former Alliance of Poles board
members, executive officers, parents and community
leaders. We encouraged the Parent School Board to seek
their advice and help in sponsoring and planning the
school's fund raising events, share their experiences,
opinions and suggestions, and hopefully this will also
encourage involvement of other parents who are not on the
Parent School Board. The goal of the new Parent School
Board is to get more parents involved and widen the lines of
communication before decisions are made about the school.
They also want to recruit and retain parent volunteers to
sponsor and plan activities that would encourage the
involvement of other parents in the educational process. We
would like to thank John Borkowski, Ewa Trzeciak and
their committees for their tireless work in running the
school during the last several years. We wish the newly
elected Parent School Board the very best in governing the
school.
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(Back, I-r) V.P. A. Sokolowski, J. Crissey, B. Sobecka, A. Lipowicz,
K. Berezewski; (front, I-r) F. Krupinski and Honoree Joanna Borowiec

On Thursday, October 11, together with Jenny Crissey -
PRCUA Executive Assistant, | attended the 2007 English
as a Second Language Success Award Ceremony, which was
held in the Congregation of St. Joseph in La Grange, IL.
The English as a Second Language Success Award honors
the accomplishments of many people who arrive in this
country, learn the English language and become Americans.
These awards pay tribute to those who persevere and excel
along the challenging journey of learning the language and
culture of their new home. This year, seven Chicago area
men and women were honored. They overcame language
and cultural barriers to become extremely successful in
their own way. They are also role models for many who face
the same challenges today. On behalf of PRCUA we would
like to congratulate Joanna Borowiec on being the 2007 of
the Success Award. Joanna Borowiec, who came from
Poland at the time of political turmoil (Continued on pg. 7)
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