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Dear Readers,

The summer months are almost gone and | am back after a short break! It is always hard
returning to work after a few weeks of being away from the office. Not only did | have to get used to a
different time zone, but | also still wanted to talk about the trip. Of course there were piles of work
waiting to be completed and all those e-mails! Thank you for yours e-mails asking when | will resume
my column. A special thank you goes to PRCUA employees who welcomed me back with beautiful
notes and hugs - | missed you all! My very special "Thank You" to my secretary, Mary Jane Robles,
who made sure that the Fraternal Department ran without a glitch. Now | am trying to catch up.

The XIV International Festival of Polish Folk Dance Ensembles in Rzeszow, Poland, and in Lvov,
Ukraine, (an extension of the Rzeszow Festival) was held in July. This most famous Dance Festival
was organized by the "Wspolnota Polska (WP)" and focused on adult groups. It takes place every 3
years to promote Polish folk dancing and singing, to preserve old traditions, culture and love for the
land of our forefathers. It also was a great opportunity to demonstrate artistic achievements, have fun
and make lasting friendships.  This year, 43 ensembles (1,300+ dancers) attended, including two
PRCUA groups: Wesoly Lud, directed by Misia and Richard Jaminski and Polonia, directed by Anna
Krysinski and Cecylia Roznowska - all from Chicago.

Keeping with tradition, the Festival opened with a Mass held in Rzeszow Cathedral, celebrated
by Bishop Kazimierz Gorny with the homily by Rev. Stanislaw Slowik, who stressed the importance of
cultivating Polish culture, our faith, and remembering the contributions and achievements of our
Polish community. The readings were done by dancers, including Wesoly Lud’s Kalina Dziadkowiec.
The gifts were also presented by dance groups including Wesoly Lud, who presented beautiful
vestments and a chalice that were later presented to the Romania dance group "Solonczanka", who
will present them to a Polish parish in Romania. Bishop Gorny thanked all the dance groups for
cultivating our rich Polish culture, the organizers, and everyone for participating in the Festival. The
Mass was televised by TV Poland, transmitted by radio within Poland and via satellite to cable
programs. After Mass, we were interviewed by the media. | am proud to say that our dancers,
choreographers, directors made sure that PRCUA was mentioned in each interview. In the
afternoon, the parade (korowod) was held. Groups sang and danced as they paraded through the
streets of Rzeszow, where thousands of residents and tourists lined the streets and cheered the
dancers. It was a proud moment for our dancers, whose faces were a mixture of tears of joy and proud
smiles. Then the welcome ceremony was held at the main stage in the downtown square. Dignitaries
included past President of WP Prof. Andrzej Stelmachowski, Rzeszow Mayor Tadeusz Frenc, Governor
of the Podkarpacie region, Miroslaw Karapyta and Festival Director Mariusz Grudzien. After the
speeches and presentation of the keys to the city, the Festival began. Our dancers were very busy with
the artistic workshops, practices and concerts in Rzeszow and throughout Podkarpacki region.

My husband and I spent time with our youthful members and witnessed the unique sights of the
very beautiful Podkarpacki region. We attended concerts, exhibits, art studios, museums, dance
workshops and practices. Here's an example of a day spent with Wesoly Lud. We traveled to
Podegrodzie, near Nowy Sacz. On the way, we stopped at Wytrzyszczka village by the Dunajec River
to see the 14th century stone castle Tropsztyn. We visited the underground dungeons and listened to a
lecture about a legend that this castle held treasures of the Inca Empire. As we walked to the tower
we admired the spectacular view of the area. In Podegrodzie, we were greeted by its Mayor Stanislaw
Latka, Podegrodzie Municipality Chairman Stanislaw Banach and our good friends Michasia and
Kazik Klimczak and the Director of the "House of Culture" Krzysztof Bodziony. We were served very
delicious lunch and toured the Podegrodzie Museum, where we admired agriculture and folk crafts,
such as pottery, weaving, and embroidery of folk costumes. We also admired contemporary folk art
and artifacts connected with folk rites - decorative wedding twigs, Easter palms, harvest wreaths,
Nativity cribs, carolers' stars, costumes and other artifacts. We then toured the Ethnographic
Museum where, on the outskirts of town, rural homes have been re-erected and furnished in the
authentic style of Sacz region. We saw furnishing, objects made from of wood (religious sculptures), of
iron (cookware, crucifixes) of paper (flowers and holiday decorations) and dried flowers representing

— traditional life and culture from 18th-20th
centuries. Town artists, in their folk dress, greeted
us with songs and lively music. They held
| demonstrations on how to make flowers from
il tissue paper, how to do embroidery, how to make
butter and bake special cakes. Our dancers took
part in these demonstrations and workshops. With
hands-on experience, they did a wonderful job,
especially making beautiful flowers. Local dancers
in colorful folk costumes, demonstrated local
dances, taught us dance steps and the history of
the dances. Later they asked us to demonstrate
the dances we learned. Wesoly Lud dancers gave
lessons in how to dance the Chicago Polka - this
cultural exchange was wonderful! With beautiful
live music, singing, exchanging ideas, nice
conversations, a cozy campfire, and homecooked
2 meals, and lots of dancing, it was very hard to

4l depart. It was one beautiful, informative, relaxing
fun-filled day. We enjoyed that day tremendously.
We would like to thank the town of Podegrodzie
and its committee for arranging such an
interesting day, that was like “icing” on the cake.
We traveled with Polonia to Nowy Sacz, capital of
Polish "Tuscany" with a 700 year cultural heritage.
It has 3 forested mountain ranges, 3 rivers -

Dunajec, Poprad and
Kamienica - many health
resorts and ski lifts. It is one
of the most attractive tourist
regions of Poland with
beautiful scenery - a favorite
place of Pope John Paul I1I.
The town was beautifully
decorated for the oldest and
biggest folk event in that area: |
the Annual 16th International [ b TR el
Children Highlanders Folk Festival. Children from

regions from all over the world congregated there to celebrate their
regional traditions with very exotic costumes, music and dances.
This Festival showcases the unique and fantastic sights and
sounds of authentic mountain dances, costumes and music on
great variety of musical instruments. The opening was held at City
Hall, where all the dance groups were welcomed, introduced and
gifts were exchanged. Their very special guest was PRCUA's
Polonia Dance Ensemble. Later at the "Culture House" we
admired the performance of local dance groups who demonstrated
dance steps to our dancers. Lunch was held in a beautiful resort
called "Las Vegas" on the outskirts of Nowy Sacz. Dignitaries
including Mayor of Nowy Sacz Ryszard Nowak, {Past Chicago
Consul General of RP Franciszek Adamczyk, V.P. of Friends of
Sacz Region in US Joseph Szczecin, Pres. of Friends of Sacz Region
from Chicago Kazimierz Adamczyk, and many others who greeted
us and presented Polonia with 20 brand new Nowy Sacz folk
costumes.

Polonia in Nowy Sacz (1. Pacyniak)

We were overwhelmed by this most generous gift. Polonia
thanked Mayor Nowak and performed an American "Swing"
dance, for which they received a standing ovation. In the evening,
the Festival concert was held on the stage in the town square.
After an enthusiastic introduction as the only dance group from
the USA at this Festival, Polonia Ensemble performed dances from
Nowy Sacz, wearing their new costumes. We left there tired, but
happy and amazed by the generosity and hospitality of Nowy Sacz.

The highlights of the International Festival were two main
concerts held in the Rzeszow indoor arena. The first concert
featured dances from the dance group's country of origin. The
PRCUA dance groups were very good. Polonia performed their new
dance routine "Swing" which is quite complicated and requires
great physical fitness. With lifts, exciting jumps, crazy slides,
spins and a catchy tune - they were just awesome!

Wesoly Lud danced a beautifully choreographed
“Fiddlemania.” The performance included exciting steps,
lightening fast and smooth dancing and a crowd-pleasing flair that
glued all eyes on the stage. In one word - they were “fantastic!”

The climax of the Festival was the Gala Concert on the last
day. The dancers presented a wonderfully rich repertoire from
different parts of Poland. Each group showcased a high level of
artistic merit with their best choreography. Attending this Gala
was like spending 3 hours inside a kaleidoscope. Each dance
traced its Polish heritage, culture and traditions through dance
movements, colorful costumes, music and beautiful singing. Each
dance was breathtaking and a wonderful display of elegance,
grace, humor and detail. Thanks to this Festival, dance groups
with Polish roots from all over the world had a chance to
experience and demonstrate artistic achievements, culture,
language, and unforgettable moments. They not only danced
superbly, but brought a great deal of fun to the dance with their
facial expressions. I have to say that | was amazed at how young
all of the dancers were. Their youthfulness brought energy and
charm to the final performance.

The finale was a very emotional evening where the audience
gave rousing standing ovations for the performances. At the end,
all the directors and choreographers gathered on stage and were
accorded a standing ovation. Festival Director Mariusz Grudzien
thanked everyone for participating in the Festival and invited all
participants to return in 2011! The new WP President Maciej
Plazynski thanked the Polish youth of the world who participated
in this Festival and reminded us that Poland is very grateful for
Polonia’s keeping its culture and traditions alive. (Cont. on page 7)
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