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Happy New Year to all! I know that many of us are uneasy and worry about the
economic condition of our nation. Although challenges lie ahead, I am confident that our
country will generate a spirit of enthusiasm and energy to make this country economically
better. We can achieve a better world that we all dream of, but only if we work together.
Yes, with everyone working together, it can be done! We all need to scrutinize and optimize
everything we are doing. I believe we all need to tighten our belts and move forward. The
overspending of corporations in the past, at the expense of others, can no longer be
tolerated. So let's make an effort not to allow all the negative economic news to drag us
down. I do hope that 2009 provides opportunities for everyone to take stock of what is
important and appreciate the positives in our lives.

Dear Readers, thanks for your support, encouragement and advice last year and I hope
you will do the same in the coming year. Best wishes to all of you in the coming year. I hope
that the New Year will be filled with love, joy, happiness, wealth and good health. It is my
sincere hope that 2009 will bring happiness and prosperity to all your lives. 

When the New Year rolls around, most of us make New Year's Resolutions. My
suggestion is that all of you promote PRCUA and involve yourself and your family and
friends in our fraternal activities. PRCUA provides and coordinates various activities for
adult, junior, and children's groups, such as folk dancing, language classes and youth
festivals that perpetuate the customs and traditions of Poland. Promote membership in the
PRCUA.  Members can participate in the activities of the Society which they join when they
purchase their insurance from PRCUA.

Did you know that the PRCUA offers low cost life insurance and annuity programs that
are designed to fit your budget and needs?  We can offer you plans which provide a death
benefit only or plans that provide a supplemental income during retirement years. We offer
outstanding term and whole life insurance, combinations of both, and IRA and non-
qualified annuities - all depending on your needs. We have single premium certificates or
those with a limited payment option. This is also a good time to re-evaluate whether the
life insurance you now have is appropriate for your current needs. Your family
circumstances have likely changed. Be sure to update your beneficiaries if you have had
another child, your spouse died or if you have remarried. 

It will take all of us working together to promote our organization and stick with this
resolution. I would like to share with you my own New Year's resolutions. On the
professional level, I will work as I do now, to promote our great organization and hopefully,
with your help, our membership will grow. On the personal level, I am planning to spend
more time with my family, especially our granddaughter Aurora, and be grateful everyday
for the little things that come my way.  

December was a busy month, filled with many Christmas theme activities. I was invited
to many events but unfortunately could not attend all of them. I asked our dance groups
and language schools to share their Christmas events with our readers. Hopefully many of
them will submit articles for Narod Polski. I will share with you where I have been during
the month of December.

On Thursday, Dec. 4th, the 40th Anniversary PASA (Polish Students Association) at
the University of Illinois at Chicago was held. It was a celebration of the Past and Future of
the UIC Polish-American Student Association. My husband and I are graduates of that
University and were active in the 1970s in that organization. At that time, most of us were
newly-arrived immigrants not only from Poland, but from other nations as well. Our
parents, after World War II, chose not to return to Poland because the communist regime
occupied Poland and it was not a free and independent nation.  Our main goal, at that time,
was to change the perception of Poles and educate Americans about Polish people and their
achievements. We also organized marches and protests against the communist regime
which controlled Poland. For fun, we organized dances, picnics or  get-togethers. No one can
forget the famous "Polish Table" in the cafeteria where we could help each other with
homework, catch up on the latest news and yes, play cards!

The 40th Anniversary of PASA was held at
the University of Illinois at Chicago and many
alumni attended. They are now business
entrepreneurs, doctors, pharmacists, civic servants,
architects, engineers, physicists, politicians, etc.
Among those present was Victor Forys, M.D., who
has announced his candidacy for the U.S. Congress
from the 5th District of Illinois - the seat soon to be
vacated by Rahm Emanuel,  who is President-elect
Obama's Chief of Staff.  (To find out more about
Victor Forys go to his website,
www.victorforus.com.)  

We were welcomed by Dwight A. McBride -
Dean of the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.  In

his remarks, a special tribute was paid to Romuald
Hejna, who passed away this July.  Mr. Hejna was of
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Polish descent and was both very proud of his Polish roots
and very passionate about his Polish heritage. In his will he
left a $10 million  gift to the U. of I. at Chicago to enhance
studies in Polish history, language and literature. Mr.
Hejna's bequest will create two chairs in the history of
Poland and one chair in Polish literature and language. The
Romuald Hejna gift is the second largest gift, from an
individual, that the UIC has ever received and the biggest
single gift made to the College of Liberal Arts and Sciences.
May Mr. Hejna be blessed a hundredfold for his most
generous bequest, for which we are all so grateful. It was a
very nice reunion and it was nice to get to know alumni
again.

On Friday,
Dec. 5th, the
P o l i s h
Museum of
A m e r i c a
held its
a n n u a l
tradit ional
Wigilia in
our Home
Office Social
Hall. It was
so nice to see
so many
P R C U A
members and

friends attend
this affair,

among them were some of PRCUA's National Directors who
arrived early for the PRCUA quarterly board meeting which
was held on Friday and Saturday. Participants met in the
Great Hall of the Museum, where Jan Lorys, PMA Director,
gave a short presentation of Polish Christmas traditions
and customs. Then we moved to the Social Hall. After
sharing Oplatek, we enjoyed an authentic meatless Polish
Wigilia meal. Then  St. Nicholas and Mrs. Claus paid a visit
and presented all with treats.  This beautiful evening ended
with everyone singing carols, or making Christmas
ornaments and wishing each other Happy Holidays. 

The next day, Saturday, Dec. 6th, the quarterly PRCUA
Board meeting was held. At this meeting the Executive
Officers and Board of Directors of the PRCUA held elections
for an additional National Director of District #5. Three
qualified members of District #5 ran for that office -

Mitchell Bienia,
Andrzej Gutowski
and Celeste
Prussak-Klein. We
would like to thank
all the candidates;
we extend a very
s p e c i a l
congratulations and
very warm welcome
to Mitchell Bienia
for being elected to
the Board.  At this
meeting, the PRCUA

Board of Directors
(Cont. on page 7)

Anna Sokolowski and Victor Forys Mitchell Bienia being sworn in by Fr. Ptak
with Pres. W. Ozog in the back center

Mark and Anna Sokolowski and Krysia and Kazik Wytaniec at PASA

PRCUA members from District #9 at the Wigilia
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