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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF ONE OF

THE WORLD’S GREATEST LEADERS
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF KAROL WOJTYLA'S BIRTHDAY

Karol Wojtyta - Saint John Paul II has
a special place in the history of Poland,
Europe and the world, and in the hearts
of Poles around the world.

Karol Jozef Wojtyla was born on May
18, 1920 in Wadowice, a small town
southwest of Krakow in Poland. He was
the son of Karol, a lieutenant and clerk in
the Polish Army and Emilia (nee Kaczo-
rowska). The Wojtytas had two other chil-
dren, a daughter Olga, who died in
infancy before Karol was born, and a son
Edmund, who was 13 years older than
Karol, became a physician and died in
1932 of scarlet fever. His mother died in
1929 when Karol was only 8 years old.

The family were devout Catholics.
Karol was baptized at St. Mary’s Church
in Krakéw on June 20, 1920. He received
his first communion on May 25, 1929 and
was confirmed by Archbishop Adam Ste-
fan Sapieha on May 3, 1938.

In 1926, be began his education at the
local elementary school in Wadowice and
in the fall of 1930, he entered the Marcin
Wadowita State Secondary School, an all-
boys junior high school. All throughout
his elementary and high shool education,
Karol was an avid and talented student
and athlete, interested in literature, the-
ater and languages.

In 1938, Karol graduated high school
in Wadowice and in the summer of that
year, the Wojtytas moved to Krakdéw,
where he enrolled at the Jagiellonian Uni-
versity and intended to study philology
and languages. The university was closed
after World War Il broke out on Sep-
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tember 1, 1939. Karol continued his edu-
cation by taking underground studies
and worked as a manual laborer in a lime-
stone quarry to avoid deportation.

During the first years of war, his spir-
itual life took shape and his priesthood
vocation began to form. He was also
deeply immersed in his second passion -
the theater (which was also active under-
ground) and wrote several dramatic
plays. The theater nurtured his stage
presence and his love for poetry.

On February 18, 1941 Karol Wojtyta
lost his only living relative, his father,
who died of a heart attack.

In 1942, Karol decided to enter the
underground seminary in Krakow. He
was ordained to the priesthood on No-
vember 1, 1946 by Cardinal Sapieha,
Archbishop of Krakow.

After his ordination, he was sent to
Rome to study at the Angelicum Univer-
sity for advanced Church teaching, where
he spent two years and graduated with
honors, upon which he returned to Po-
land in the June of 1948. In July, he re-
ceived his first pastoral assignment as
assistant pastor of in the village of
Niegowi¢ near Krakow.

In December 1948, Karol Wojtyta re-
ceived his Doctorate in Theology from the
Jagiellonian University.

In the spring of 1949, Wojtyta was
transferred to the parish of Saint Florian
in Krakéw. In the early 1950s, he taught
ethics at Jagiellonian University and later
obtained a professorship at the Catholic
University of Lublin (KUL).

gRen -

During his studies and the first years
of his priesthood, Wojtyla wrote poems,
plays and articles on Church affairs, faith,
religion and other topics that were pub-
lished in Tygodnik Powszechny.

On July 4, 1958 Karol Wojtyla was ap-
pointed Auxiliary Bishop of the Krakow
Archdiocese by Pope Pius XII, making
him the youngest bishop in Poland. He
was consecrated on Sept. 28, 1958 at the
Wawel Cathedral.

On July 16, 1959, Wojtyta was se-
lected as Vicar Capitular (temporary ad-
ministrator) of the Archdiocese.

In 1962, Bishop Wojtyta attended the
Second Vatican Council, where he was a
highly involved participant, making nu-
merous interventions, made compelling
recommendations on several decrees and
made a significant contribution to the
drafting of the Dignitatis humanae Decla-
ration (Declaration on Religious Free-
dom) and the Constitution Gaudium et
Spes (Pastoral Constitution on the Church
in the Modern World). (Continued on pg. 4)
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All PRCUA events scheduled for May
have been cancelled or postponed due
to the concerns for the safety of our
members and public exposure restric-

tions associated with coronavirus
(COVID-19) outbreak.

Please check your local PRCUA Dis-
tricts, Societies and schools for up-
dates. Further information will be
available on the PRCUA website:
www//prcua.org.

MAY

3 POLISH CONSTITUTION DAY
1 0 MOTHER'’S DAY (USA)

25 MEMORIAL DAY - THE PRCUA OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED.

26 MOTHER’S DAY (POL)

Members of St. John Paul Il Society #1593 interested in receiving
updates on the 100th Anniversary of St.John Paul Il celebration, sched-
uled for May 17 at St. Anne Church, 32000 Mound Rd., in Warren, Ml,
please contact Wally Ozog, at 586-519-3775.

JUNE

1 DEADLINE FOR PRCUA SCHOLARSHIPS
INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S DAY

4 ST. STAN’S SOC. #718 SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE
DRAWING

5 PMA SUMMER GALA - GALA IS POSTPONED TO
AUGUST 28.

11 CORPUS CHRISTI
14 FLAG DAY

20 SUMMER BEGINS

21 FATHER’S DAY (USA)

23 FATHER’S DAY (POLAND)

Due to the coronavirus pandemic, the Polish Mu-
seum of America and the PMA Library will stay closed
to the general public until further notice. The safety,
health, and welfare of PMA staff, volunteers and
guests is our priority.

Thank you for your continued support.

MAY 3, 1791
POLISH
CONSTITUTION

May 3rd Polish Constitution - A Governance Act (Us-
tawa Rzqdowa), adopted by the Grand Sejm (parliament) of
the Polish-Lithuanian Commonwealth on May 3, 1791,
was Europe’s first and the world’s second modern codi-
fied national constitution.

During the Saxon dynasty, Poland became a protec-
torate of Russia. By the early 17th century, the magnates
of Poland and Lithuania were in near-total control of the
commonwealth, looking after their own interests while ne-
glecting the commonwealth.

From the beginning of the 18th century, the Polish—
Lithuanian Commonwealth had declined from the status
of a major European power and various ideas of political
reforms arose in the commonwealth. Russian influence
and King Stanistaw II Augustus’s submission to the de-
mands of Russian Empress Catherine the Great caused
growing disappointment and opposition from the Polish
magnates. On August 5, 1772, in St. Petersburg, Russia,
the three neighboring powers - Russia, Prussia and Austria
- signed the First Partition treaty.

Supported by King Stanistaw August, new reforms
were introduced: establishment of a Commission of Na-
tional Education (Komisja Edukacji Narodowej), the Com-
monwealth's military was modernized; a standing army
was formed, the peasants were given some rights, and
some economic and commercial reforms were introduced.

Between 1788 and 1792, the The Great Sejm (Sejm
Wielki or Sejm Czteroletni) of the Polish-Lithuanian Com-
monwealth was held in Warsaw. Its principal goal was to
restore sovereignty to, and reform, the Commonwealth
politically and economically. The Sejm established the
May 3rd Constitution.

The May 3rd Constitution was designed to change
Commonwealth’s traditional system of "Golden Liberty".
Eleven articles of the Constitution abolished liberum veto,
a veto exercised by a single member of a legislative body,
and permanently established the principle of majority
rule. It also limited the rights of land councils, introduced
the separation of powers (into legislative, executive and
judicial), hereditary monarchy, legal protection over peas-
ants, and the middle class.

The May 3rd, 1791, Constitution remained in effect for
only a year before being overthrown by Russian armies.
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE...
(Continued from page 1)

On January 13, 1964, Pope Paul VI appointed
Bishop Wojtyta as Archbishop of Krakéw - the in-
stallation ceremony took place on March 8, 1964.

On June 26, 1967, Archbishop Wojtyla was el-
evated to cardinal by Pope Paul VI and was named
Cardinal-Priest of the titulus of San Cesareo
church in Rome. He received his biretta at the cer-
emony in the Sistine Chapel on June 28, 1967.

In the early 1970s, Wojtyta was instrumental
in organizing the Pastoral Synod of the Archdio-
cese of Krakow (1972-1979). The synod produced
numerous recommendations which changed the
life of the diocese.

After the death of Pope Paul VI on August 6,
1978, Cardinals Wyszynski and Wojtyta attended
the Conclave, which opened on August 25 and
elected Pope John Paul I. John Paul’s I papacy
lasted only one month, until his sudden death of
a heart attack on September 29, 1978.

Again, the two Polish cardinals traveled to
Vatican City to elect a new head of the Roman
Catholic Church. Conclave Il began on October 14.
There was a presumption that the next Pope might
not be Italian. Wojtyta’s name had already been
presented at Conclave L. The cardinals considered
Wojtyta a highly respected and talented man, but
also stipulated that the election of the pope from a
communist country would be a great threat, be-
cause it could lead to a conflict with the Soviet
leaders. On the other hand, some of them believed
that chosing the next pope from Poland could es-
tablish cooperation between east and west.

On October 16, 1978, the College of Cardinals
chose Karol Wojtyta to be the 264th bishop of
Rome. He chose the name John Paul IT to honor his
three immediate predecessors.

He was the first non-Italian Pope in 455 years
and the first slavic pope ever. Unknown to the
Italians and most of the world, John Paul Il imme-
diately began to win their approval and hearts
with a shy but friendly demeanor, and by speak-
ing to them in their native languages when he en-
tered the basilica and spoke his first greetings.

The Papal inauguration took place on October,
22,1978.

He was the 264th bishop of Rome, second-

e

|
Visit of Pope John Paul Il in Chicago in October, 1979 (photo: Paul Pawlowski)

L%
John Paul Il making his first appearance after the election

longest documented pontiff (for over 26 years)
from 1978 until his death in 2005.

Pope John Paul II commited himself to service
to the people. He dealt with such issues as world
peace and the welfare of humankind, freedom of
religious worship, freedom of the press and basic
human rights. He took on the role of world leader
through a human approach - teaching and travel-
ing throughout the world with apostolic journeys
which carried his message to the faithful in the
most direct way.

During his pontificate, Pope John Paul Il made
104 international trips and visited 130 countries.
He also made 95 pilgrimages in Italy. His first pil-
grimage to Poland in June of 1979 was, according
to some historians, a breakthrough which initiated
the collapse of the communist system.

He declared 482 saints during his papacy,
more than his predecessors did in the past five
hundred years, beatified 1,338 people, and created
232 cardinals. He wrote 14 encyclicals, 14 apostolic
exhortations, 11 apostolic constitutions, 42 apos-
tolic letters and numerous others, and five books
which are revered by churches all around the
world.

John Paul II established a dialogue with Jews
and Muslims and built harmonious relations with
multiple nations during his papacy (Russian Fed-
eration and the Palestine Liberation Organization,
among others.) At present, the Vatican has diplo-
matic relations with 174 countries (there were 85
at the beginning of his pontificate).

He was the first pope to visit the White House,
address the General Assembly of the United Na-
tions in New York, visit Cuba and the first modern
pope to visit a synagogue.

He taught the world about love and forgive-

|
-

ness. In 1983, John Paul II visited Mehmet Ali
Agca in prison. They had a private conversation,
and Pope forgave him for his assassination at-
tempt on May 13, 1981, in St. Peter's square in Vat-
ican City. As he was entering the square, the Pope
was wounded by Agca.

In 2000, John Paul II formally apologized for
the Church's past errors.

Pope John Paul II died in the Apostolic Palace
at 9:37 p.m. on Saturday, April 2, 2005.

His funeral took place on April 8, 2005 in St.
Peter's Square. 140 Cardinals, 10 royalty leaders,
200 past and present presidents and prime minis-
ters, leaders from Easter Orthodox and Protestant
Churches as well as representatives and heads
from Judaism, Islam and Buddhism, numerous
dignitaries from 18 multilateral organizations, 15
religious movements, and an estimated two mil-
lion pilgrims from 112 countries filled St. Peter’s
Square and the streets adjacent to the square to at-
tend this Mass. The Mass was the first Mass of Re-
quiem for a pope to be televised live in almost
every nation in the world. John Paul Il was buried
in a crypt under Saint Peter's Basilica.

In May of 2005, Pope Benedict XVI waived the
wait period for review for beatification and canon-
ization of John Paul II (customary time is at least
five years after death), and on May 1, 2011, John
Paul II was beatified.

On July 5, 2011, the Vatican announced that
Pope John Paul II would be made a saint. Pope
John Paul II was raised to sainthood together with
Pope John XXIII in a joint canonization ceremony
on April 27, 2014.

The Sejm of the Republic of Poland established
the year 2020 as the Year of Saint John Paul II.

Cardinal Karol Wojtyla visiting the PRCUA Home Office and the PMA in September, 1969
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CULTURE

ST. STAN'S SOCIETY #718
ONE GAME KNOCKOUT (1GKO)

By Ed & Janet Rys

Redford, MI — On March 7, St. Stan’s Society
#718 held its 18th Annual Bowling One Game
Knockout (1GKO) at Mayflower Lanes in Redford,
MI. The tournament and dinner were open to
members from all societies as well as family and
friends of members. We would like to thank all of
those who participated.

The men’s fifth and final round saw Greg
Kendziorek and Kevin Bak fighting for the cham-
pionship. Kevin Bak was the victor! For the
women, Barb Ozog and Jaime Cantrell fought for
the championship and tied! The final decision was
made by a roll-off with Barb Ozog winning by 1
pin.

In addition to the bracket play there was a
chance for someone to win a “Blackjack (21 Pin)”
challenge. Each participant was given the chance
to knock down exactly 21 pins in 3 balls. Every
bowler, except those in the championship round,
was able to attempt a “Blackjack.” 6 bowlers who
hit 21 participated in a roll off for the winnings.
Dennis Rocheleau was the only bowler to roll a

for sponsoring the “Blackjack” challenge.

Thanks go out to Barbara Bak, Renee Szelag,
Rob Szelag, Donna Gdowski, Diane Mack and
Frank Nasiatka for handling the jackpots, 50/50
raffles, Lucky Strike, and “Blackjack”, but mostly
for their help in keeping the day running
smoothly. Also, thank you to those volunteers
who jumped in and helped in any other way.

We hope to see everyone again next year. Re-
member that ALL FAMILY AND FRIENDS are in-
vited as well, so spread the word that a great time
was had by all!

Winners: Dennis Rocheleau (“Blackjack”), Barb Ozog, Winners and runner-up: Greg Kendziorek, Janet Rys,

Strike to win. A big thank you to Ultra Aluminum

P
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Kevin Bak

Barb Ozog, Ed Rys, Kevin Bak (missing Jaime Cantrell)

POLISH NEWS BYTES

Robert Strybel,

Warsaw Correspondent

Poles celebrate pandemic-era Easter
and spring - Even the oldest Poles
could not recall another Easter as
weird and unreal as that of 2020. All
the religious traditions of Lent and
Easter had to be experienced vicari-
ously via television and the net. For
the first time, families did not take
Easter baskets to church for the tra-
ditonal blessing, and only those liv-
ing under the same roof were
allowed to share the traditonal Easter
meal. Poles who usually visited rel-
atives over the holidays were told to
stay home this year. “The COVID-19
pandemic has required all of us to
change our living habits,” Prime
Minister Mateusz Morawiecki wrote
on Facebook shortly before Easter. In
order to limit the spread of the coro-
navirus, First Holy Communions
normally held in May have also been
postponed.

Some 55,000 Poles return home for
Easter - When Poland closed its bor-
ders to foreigners on March 15th in
an attempt to curb the spread of
COVID-19, Polish citizens were ex-

empted. Under an agreement be-
tween the Polish government and
Polish LOT Airlines, special flights
were arranged to bring home any
Poles stranded abroad and wishing
to return. Some 55,000 have availed
themselves of the opportunity. All
passengers returning to Poland have
their temperature taken and then
have to undergo a mandatory 14-day
quarantine. It was not immediately
known how many had been working
abroad and decided to call it quits,
were taken by surprise by the border
closure while traveling or simply
wanted to spend Easter with their
families.

Remote lawmaking - a sign of
things to come? - When the Sejm
passed the government’s stimulus
package to save jobs and prevent
bankruptcies, it did so in a hitherto
unprecedented, partially remote
manner. During the session, most
lawmakers were physically absent,
and those who did show up in per-
son were loosely scattered over 11
different halls of parliament. Most
took part in the proceedings elec-
tronically from their offices or
homes. The legislation was debated,

as always by MPs seen on monitor
screens followed by voting. The pro-
ceedings took somewhat longer than
usual during the initial trial run, but
the legislation was passed. It com-
prises incentives and assistance total-
ling 212 billion ztotys (over 5 billion
dollars). Some politicians wonder
whether remote lawmaking would
continue after the pandemic-linked
precautions are lifted.

EC head praises Polish medics for
helping virus-plagued Italy - Poland
was among the countries singled out
for praise by European Commis-
sion’s German chairman Ursula von
der Leyen for its solidarity in the bat-
tle against the coronavirus. She ex-
pressed her gratitude on Twitter for
“the surge of compassion” spreading
across Europe, while noting that it
had experienced “a slow start.” Po-
land was one of the few European
countries that swiftly reacted to the
health threat. The EC chief acknowl-
edged the help a Polish medical team
was providing to Italy’s overworked
and understaffed healthcare sector in
Lombardy, the world’s major coro-
navirus hub. She also took note of as-
sistance from the Czech Republic
and Austria to Spain as well as the
German hospitals that have been
treating Italian patients. The Euro-

pean Commission is the European
Union’s executive or actual “govern-
ment.”

“Buy Polish” campaign to aid
farmers and economy - Polish Pres-
ident Andrzej Duda and Agriculture
Minister Jan Krzysztof Ardanowski
have launched a campaign urging
shoppers to consciously buy Polish
food products. Its purpose is to help
Poland’s cash-strapped farmers, save
jobs in the food-processing industry
and aid the country’s overall eco-
nomy after the outbreak of the coro-
navirus pandemic broke down
supply chains and idled food ex-
ports. “We call on everyone to check
the country of production on goods
when shopping and select those pro-
duced in Poland,” the President said.
“Buying Polish products supports
our economic development, the
struggle against the crisis and our en-
trepreneurs.” Food processed in Po-
land is marked with a code starting
with the numerals 590.

Gasoline drops to unprecedented
$3.20 a gallon in Poland - With
people not driving to work, taking
trips, driving kids to school and in
general using their cars less than ever
before because of the pandemic, the
world is awash (Cont. on pg. 7)



PGSA APPEALS

FOR VOLUNTEERS

Do you have a little or a lot of
free time on your hands? Do you
like to organize things: books, your
pantry, your genealogy or parties?

If so, the Polish Genealogical So-
ciety of America (PGSA) is in need of
volunteers. Won't you please con-
sider volunteering? Without vol-
unteers, PGSA cannot exist. People
from all over the country can help;
you don't need to live in the Chica-
goland area. These are not lifelong
commitments, but would provide
satisfaction to both you and
members of the society.

PGSA can not help others with-
out YOU!

Volunteers throughout the year,
if you live locally:

1. Library Chair - Work in the
Polish Museum of America (PMA)
library fulfilling research and obitu-
ary requests and answering in-
quiries from researchers.

2. Library Volunteer - Help an-
swer genealogical inquiries (some-
thing that can also be done from
home).

3. Hospitality Greeter - Greet at-
tendees at one or more of our gen-
eral quarterly meetings. These are
usually the 3rd Sunday of February,
May, August,and November, from
2:00 to 4:00 p.m. at a library in and
around Chicago.

4. Quarterly Program Chair -
Work with 4-5 libraries around Chi-
cago, finding topics/speakers for our

quarterly meetings. Programs for
2020 have already been determined,
consequently, you would be work-
ing on programs for 2021.

5. Conference Chair - Respon-
sible for overseeing the planning
and execution of the PGSA confer-
ence (detailed information avail-
able).

6. Volunteer Coordinator - Find
individuals interested in working for
the society in a volunteer capacity,
matching their skills to an appropri-
ate job/function as needed.

Volunteers needed throughout
the year, residing anywhere.

1. Website help - If you're famil-
iar with Word Press, help with up-
loading, updating articles on the
PGSA website (not the webmaster).

2. Genealogy Notebook (e-
newsletter) help either by finding ar-
ticles of interest, writing an article or
two and/or pulling it all together
and posting.

3. Website Chair - Gathers infor-
mation from board members that
needs to be placed on the website,
and communicate to the Webmaster.

4. Media Chair Assistant - Help
process orders from our on-line
bookstore (detailed information
available).

If anything catches your eye and
you'd like more information, don't
hesitate to contact Debbie Greenlee,
PGSA Board member, at:
daveg@airmail.net

Memorial Day is a federal holi-
day in the United States celebrated
on the last Monday of May com-
memorating men and women who
died while serving in the United
States Armed Forces.

Originally known as the
Decl,rved in memory of the soldiers
who died in the Civil War, and was
celebrated by placing flowers on the
graves of the soldiers.

Annual celebrations began in
the town of Waterloo, NY in 1866
and the town is recognized as the
"Birthplace of Memorial Day."

New York was the first state to
designate Memorial Day a legal holi-
day in 1873, followed by other north-

ern states. The South didn't adopt
the May 30 Memorial Day holiday
until after World War L.

After World War I, the nature of
the holiday changed to honor the
memory of all Americans who died
in any war.

In 1971, the U.S. Congress de-
clared Memorial Day a national holi-
day to be celebrated on the last
Monday in May.

On December 28, 2000, Pres-
ident Bill Clinton signed the "Na-
tional Moment of Remembrance
Act," which designates 3:00 p.m.
local time on Memorial Day each
year as the National Moment of Re-
membrance.

POLISH NEWS BYTES (Cont. from pg. 6)

with petroleum. Suppliers are storing the unsold fuel and don’t know what
to do with the excess. In Poland, the price of a gallon of gasoline plunged
on average to $3.61 a gallon, and some stations were filling car tanks at an
unheard-of price of only $3.20. Prior to the outbreak, Polish motorists were
paying $4.51 and more per gallon. Normally motorists would welcome such
budget prices, except now they have no place to go and many cars rarely
leave the garage. For their part, Polish refiners have begun producing anti-

coronavirus disinfectants.

Arbitration court orders Russians to pay Poland’s PGNiG $1.5 billion- Po-
land’s largest gas distributor PGNiG has emerged victorious in its litigation
with Russian gas giant Gazprom. The Stockholm-based international court
of arbitration said in a ruling that the price of gas in the Yamal Contract
failed to reflect market prices and overcharged the Polish company. Gaz-
prom was ordered to pay PGNiG $1.5 billion. Warsaw sees its latest victory
as a vital sign that proves its long-standing policy of reducing reliance on
Russian-sourced gas. Poland is expanding its Liquid Natural Gas facilities
and is building a pipeline to import Norwegian gas which should enable
Warsaw to scrap Russian gas when its deal with Gazprom expires in 2022.

Polish music giant succumbs to long illness at 86

KRZYSZTOF PENDERECKI

(1933-2020)

By Robert Strybel,
Warsaw Correspondent

WARSAW-World culture sus-
tained an irreparable loss recently
with the death of Polish music giant
Krzysztof Penderecki. A prolific
composer, dynamic conductor and
charismatic professor who educated
several generations of music stu-
dents, he died following a prolonged
illness in his adopted hometown of
Krakoéw at the age of 86. Up to his
death, Penderecki was widely re-
garded as one of the world’s greatest
living composers.

A master of large, often monu-
mental musical forms, Penderecki’s
speciality were oratorios, sym-
phonies and operas. The oratorio
”Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ
according to St. Luke” (1966), his
greatest religious-themed work,
ranked among his best-known com-
positions. Other works honored the
victims of Hiroshima, Auschwitz
and Katyn. He also produced nu-
merous smaller sacred and secular
works including choral pieces, con-
certos and chamber music.

Penderecki, whose creativity de-
fined the Polish music scene in the
latter half of the 20th century and
into the 21st, without a doubt ranks
among such Polish musical greats as
Chopin, Moniuszko, Paderewski,
Szymanowski, Lutostawski and Go-
recki.

Although mainly regarded as a
representative of high musical cul-
ture, Penderecki also contributed to
popular mass entertainment and
was the favorite composer of horror-
film directors. His wild, terrifying
and haunting music greatly en-
hanced such Hollywood movies as
The Exorcist, Inland Empire, The
Shining and Shutter Island.

A recipient of Poland’s highest
disitnction, the Order of the White
Eagle, the Polish maestro had bril-
liantly conducted some of the
world’s major symphony orchestras.
He won a Grammy on four separate
occasions as well as as many other
prestigious prizes and held numer-
ous honorary doctorates from Euro-
pean and American universities.
Pendereck’s recent death marked the
end of an era of contemporary
music. May He Rest in Peace!

JANLTIND
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86™ PRCUA NATIONAL
BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

The 86th PRCUA National Bas-
ketball Tournament was held in
Muskegon, MI over the weekend of
March 7, 2020.

The weekend started off Friday
night with a meet and greet hosted
by PRCUA Society #78 Vice Pres-
ident Jay Jurkas, his wife Julie, and a
host of Muskegon players, while
some members were present at the
Fish Fry held at the Polish Union
Hall.

The 50 and Over division began
early the next morning, followed by
an opening ceremony led by PRCUA
National President James Robac-
zewski. President Robaczewski wel-
comed all gathered for this
tournament and led in the singing of
the national anthems of Poland and
the United States.

The 50 and Over championship
game took place shortly after lunch
between St. Stan's 718 Red and St.
Stan's 718 Blue. St Stan's 718 Blue
won the Championship. The Men's
Open division started around 10:00
in the morning and after a lot of bas-

Men Over 50 - St. Stan's 718 White

ketball, the championship game was
between P.R.C.U. #162 and St. Stan's
718 Family. St. Stan's 718 Family
were victorious and won the cham-
pionship. After a long day of basket-
ball, a banquet was held at Society
#78 Polish Union Hall in Muskegon,
MI with an awards ceremony, live
music, and a delicious Polish meal
prepared by Society #78 President
Frank Swiatek and his crew. Con-
gratulations to Mike Muranski, the
MVP of the tournament, and all the
following All Stars: Thomas Rudy
(P.R.C.U. #162), Justin Kennert (Mus-
kegon #78), Marco Radjenovic (Task-
force), Steven Moser (St. Stan's 718
Boomba Boys), Maxwell Hojnacki
(St. Stan's 718 Dare Bar), Daniel
Newell (St. Stan's 718 Family), David
Butka (St. Stan's 718 Red), Paul Mar-
deusz (St. Stan's 718 White), and
John Belczak (St. Stan's 718 Blue).
See you all at the next year’s
PRCUA National Basketball Tourna-
ment hosted by Society #718!
Additional photos on next page.

Men Over 50 - St. Stan's 718 Blue

Men Over 50 - St. Stan's 718 Red



Men's Open - PRCU #162

M-en's Open - Taskforce

PRCUA GWIAZDA
DANCERS’
LATEST HAPPENINGS

By Nicholas J. Nowakowski,
Gwiazda Secretary & 1997 Alumnus

The last couple of months have been quite
challenging. Like the rest of the world, the PRCUA
Gwiazda Dancers have been staying safe and stay-
ing at home. As a result, our dance lives have been
put on hold. However, we’ve done our best to stay
active with our dance family, and active in the
community.

Before the implementation of Michigan’s Ex-
ecutive Order on March 23, Gwiazda had some
regular events. On February 29, the group per-
formed at the annual Polish Folk Festival in Troy,
MI. On March 6, Gwiazda parents attended the an-
nual Empty Bowls fundraiser.

On March 8, Gwiazda, along with several
other PRCUA Michigan dance groups participated
in the annual Detroit Red Wings Polish Heritage
Night.

On March 15, Gwiazda mom Aimee
Chambers Baranski coordinated a craft workshop
to make memory books for the group’s 60th anni-
versary.

Things changed a lot in the following weeks.
As a result of COVID-19, our dress rehearsal and
60th Anniversary recital were cancelled (we plan
to celebrate 60 next year though) as well as a
number of performances (from March and going
into the summer).

Despite the changes, we’ve found ways to
keep everyone together. There have been several

Zoom meetings (even one where trophies were
presented virtually). There’s also been lots of
sharing of folk-themed items through various so-
cial media sites. Gwiazda’s choreographer, Basia
Nowakowski started a photo essay on Facebook
called “60 days of Gwiazda” where she shares a
photo or memory about the ensemble. The group
has also been very active in collecting items and
money to donate to frontline medical workers at
local hospitals.

We hope that everyone continues to stay safe
and healthy. We thank all first responders, front-
line medical personnel, and essential workers. We
look forward to being able to return to the dance
floor and spread our love of Polish folk to our au-
diences. In the meantime, we invite you to like us
on Facebook or follow us on Twitter
(@PRCUA_Gwiazda).

JANLTIND
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A world of

“movers and
shakers” has been brought to an
abrupt halt by a faceless enemy who
promises to introduce a new normal.
Although our primary concern is
and must be for the sick, dying and
those on the front lines, we who have
been spared being touched physi-
cally by this faceless enemy must
take on our roles as the “movers and
shakers” of our own families. As
human beings, we have inundated
our daily routines with so much pur-
pose that to be stopped dead in our
tracks leaves confusion and fear to
take center stage in our lives. Once
we take a moment to steady our-
selves, we shift into survival mode,
allowing for action, compassion, un-
derstanding and hope in ourselves,
in our neighbors and friends, the
medical and science experts, and in
the mandates of our government.
“We are in this together” is the motto
of the moment and each of us can do
our part by making the best of this
challenging situation and first and
foremost take care of ourselves. As
we applaud the survivors, the pro-
fessionals, and all essential workers,
we also applaud the parents (and
guardians) who have taken their re-
sponsibilities to new heights and the
students who are challenged more
than ever in their own lives. Being
quarantined in your sanctuary gives
you time to appreciate it as it evolves
into your place of worship, work of-
fice, children’s classroom, and/or
gym. In order to keep yourselves and
your families safe, you have some
down time to catch up on unfinished
projects including the great outdoors
if you have a yard, to prioritize your
life’s ambitions and to be thankful
that you live in a time where technol-
ogy is so advanced. Society as a
whole has become more tech-savvy
as time moves forward. ZOOM used
to mean something else and now it
and similar forms of video confer-
encing connect many people for a va-
riety of purposes; social media, in all
its glory, has expanded communica-
tion between friends; mass media

The Open Door
Otwarte Drzwi
Micheline “Misia” Jaminski
Vice President | wiceprezes
micheline-jaminski@prcua.org

with television at the forefront trans-
mits Roman Catholic Masses daily as
well as providing entertainment in
many forms, and, of all our “gad-
gets”, what would we do without
our cell phones? As much as it sad-
dens us that we will not physically
gather together for a while, we have
the means to stay connected, all the
while remembering that we need to
stay safe, stay healthy, stay home
and when out in public, wear a mask
(in some states, it’s the law). A statis-
tic that seems to be engraved in my
head is that 60% of Americans do not
know anyone who contracted the
Covid-19 virus and thus, do not be-
lieve this crisis is significant enough
to shut down the economy. I wish
that statistic was 100%, because I
know of several who valiantly
fought and lost the battle and others
who fought and won. Let us not for-
get those who are battling other ill-
nesses as well. The other maladies
did not subside once Covid-19 ar-
rived. Remember to keep all in our
prayers.

We know that we will get
through this crisis, although it is a
matter of “when.” We are a world of
instant gratification. Patience needs
to be nurtured, especially at a time
when it is being tested. “Patience is
not simply the ability to wait — it’s
how we behave while we're waiting”
(Joyce Meyer). History teaches us
that the world rebounded after past
pandemics. In an email forwarded to
me by former PRCUA President Ed-
ward G. Dykla, “Déja vu...we are
not the first, nor will we be the last!
History does repeat itself every 100
years!” (David Fry) referencing the
Plague in 1720, Cholera in 1820, the
Spanish Flu around 1918-1920 and
now the 2020 Coronavirus. It is the
timing and similarities of the past
pandemics with the current crisis
that piques interest and concern. The
Spanish Flu which began in January
of 1918 and ended in December of
1920 affected a third of the global
population of the times (500 million
people), resulting in approximately

17 to 50 million fatalities. “As scien-
tists raced to find a vaccine, public
health officials turned to time-tested
methods of social distancing and
quarantine. State and local officials
around the country banned public
gatherings, closing schools,
churches, theaters, bars and other
spots where people typically met in
groups.” (Sarah Pruitt writing about
the 1918 Pandemic). Sound familiar?
We continually learn from the past
and yet, although being proactive is
the key, how should WE have better
prepared ourselves? How do WE do
so for any future outbreaks once the
current contagion is controlled? Are
we willing to continue to wear masks
and limit physical contact once the
crisis subsides? Or will we forget and
hope for the best? Food for thought.
“Better to be safe than sorry.”

ILLUSTRATID CURRENT NEWS

As for the economy, we will
bounce back as we have at many
times in our personal lives and as a
nation. Perseverance and frugality
may be the hallmark of the immedi-
ate future, but when did they stop
being important virtues? My Dad
often reminded us to “save for a
rainy day.” In times like these, his
words ring true, especially for those
who have temporarily lost their in-
come and livelihood. You will “rise
like a phoenix from the ashes,”
tougher, wiser and better.

My articles are usually filled
with wonderful PRCUA events
hosted by amazing people exercising
their organizational skills, artistic tal-
ents, athletic prowess and flair for
entertaining. I wish that I could re-
count to you the camaraderie felt in
attending the (Continued on pg. 11)

To Prevent

Influenza!

Do not take amy persen’s breath.

Koup the mouth and teeth clean.

Avoid thess that cough and ineezs.

Dot wisit poorly ventilnted places.

Keep warm, gel fresh air nnd sun-
shine.

Dan'l we comemon drinking cups,
towels, ete.
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D. W. SUTHERLAND,
Muyor,

prohibited.

Kelownas, B
19th Qﬂc;bon 1918,

Lnd[a meestings, IH to be

Mask courtesy of
Marysia Dziadkowiec

Natalia and Agnieszka Bastrzyk



PRCUA National Bowling Tourna-
ment or the PRCUA traditional
Swigconka luncheon hosted by Dis-
trict 9; the joy and pride felt at the
milestone anniversary concerts of
Gwiazda (60th), Southwest Center of
Polish Song & Dance (35th) and Za-
jaczek (15th), as well as at the school
graduations and dance recitals: Mal-
bork (scheduled for 3/28), Halka
(3/29), Wieliczka (3/29), Polskie Maki
(4/5), St. R. Kalinowski and Mata
Polska (4/25), and Rogalin (4/25), but
they were postponed. I will however,
proudly acknowledge the ingenuity
of the staff of these schools and
groups who, in many cases, pro-
vided alternate ways to educate and
celebrate until “they meet again” in
person. Bravo to the Polish language
schools who provide online lessons
for their students and although
dance classes online are tricky, inter-
action with the dancers remains. Sev-
eral of the school directors
participated in distributing food to
healthcare workers on behalf of their
students. I commend you all for your
kindness, dedication and compas-
sion.

With the uncertainty of when
shelter-in-place orders will be lifted
and how the dictates of social dis-
tancing will be modified, events for
the month of May in Illinois have
been cancelled, which include the
festivities surrounding Chicago’s
celebration of the May Third Polish
Constitution.

It is “business as usual” at the
PRCUA Home Office except that it is
closed on Wednesdays and week-
ends and personnel alternates two
days weekly, with several individ-

uals working from home. The Office
is not open to the public, but to per-
sonnel only. To all our PRCUA
members, please be assured that
while markets may be in turmoil, our
portfolio is liquid and PRCUALife is
financially sound. PRCUALIfe is with
you through all the stages of life.

For me personally, these past
few weeks have been also intense
and surreal. To pay my respects to
two individuals who passed (one un-
fortunately from Covid-19), I vir-
tually watched the Funeral Mass and
gravesite services of Janina Edwarda
Chachula (aunt of my BFF Teresa
Pazdziora) and the Memorial Mass
for Andrzej Gedlek (an active leader
within the Polish American com-
munity of Chicago), one on my cell
phone and the other on my IPAD. To
the families of these and all who also
lost a loved one during this pan-
demic, please accept our sincerest
condolences. “Eternal rest grant unto
them O, Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them, may their souls
and the souls of the faithful departed
rest in peace. Amen.”

In order to relieve my angst over
the current crisis, Richard and I
began work on the unfinished proj-
ects in the garden (weather permit-
ting) and a plethora of others within
our home. I do not think I ever
“watched my garden grow” as much
as this year — the snowfall twice in
April made me wince, but the daffo-
dils and chionadoxa (soft blue
flowers) are resilient — I took it as a
sign from God that we too are resil-
ient. My article comes to a close and
with it, the lyrics to a song by David
Mallett entitled “Garden Song.”

NS

Pullin' weeds and pickin' stones,
We are made of dreams and bones
I feel the need to grow my own
'Cause the time is close at hand
Grain for grain, sun and rain,
I'll find my way in nature's chain
I tune my body and my brain
To the music of the land.

Inch by inch...

So plant your rows straight and long,

Temper them with prayer and song

Mother earth can keep you strong

If you give her love and care

Now an old crow watching hungrily

from his perch in yonder tree

In my garden I'm as free

As that feathered thief up there.
Inch by inch...

Inch by inch, row by row,I'm gonna make this garden grow

All it takes is a rake and a hoe and a piece of fertile ground

Inch by inch, row by row, someone bless these seeds I sow
Someone warm them from below 'til the rain comes tumbling down

GN\O

STAY SAFE! STAY HEALTHY! STAY HOME!

ARE YOU TIRED OF JIGSAW
PUZZLES, CROSSWORDS
AND SUDOKUS?

If you said yes, we ask
you help us identify some of
the to PRCUA members on
these photos of the past
PRCUA sport tournaments.

The top photo depicts
PRCUA President Stanley
Turkiewicz in the middle,
but we are asking if anyone
can identify the two players.
This picture is from between
1958 and 1962.

The middle photo was
taken at the softball tourna-
ment between 1978 and 1986,
and depicts President Joseph
A. Drobot, Sr. on left. We
are looking for the names of
the other two people.

The bottom photo de-
picting six people was taken
at the 1975 PRCUA bowling
tournament in St. Louis, MO.
The man in the tie is Edward
Forys, Director of PRCUA
District #6; the man second
from the right is Joe Os-
manski, Sports Director for
PRCUA. We would like to

.. identify the other four per-

sons.
We are constantly updat-
ing information on the old
documents and  photo-
graphs, and your help will be
greately appreciated. If you
can identify any of these
people, please contact:
prcua-president@prcua.org.

JANLTIND
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2. This year, we celebrate the 100th anniversary of birth of

Karol Wojtyta who became Pope John Paul Il and a saint.
Color the picture of St. John Paul Il.

4. Memorial Day quiz (some answers can be found on pg. 7)
1. What was Memorial Day originally called?
. What year was it legally named Memorial Day?

When was Memorial Day proclaimed a federal holiday?

Ll

What town did the U.S. Congress declare to be the birthplace of the Memorial
Day holiday in 19667

When and where was the first national Decoration Day celebrated?
What war originated a Decoration Day celebration?
What is a National Moment of Remembrance?

What flower is the symbol of Memorial Day remembrance?

© ®©® N o o

Soldiers of which war are celebrated on Memorial Day?
10. What unofficially begins on Memorial Day?
11. What is placed on U.S. soldiers’ graves besides the flowers?

12. How should the U.S. Flag be raised on Memorial Day?

ge ¥

1. To solve the puzzle, write down the names of these cute
critters in the appropriate fields.

2@ Fa

3. Unscramble the names of ten flowers to find a secret
message.

1. SMARYILLA 6. SRII
———————— ——
2. DDLIFAOF 7. SROE
—————— —_—
3. PLITU 8. ISADY
3T 8
4. CIORDH 9. CILLA
———— —_———
5. OPENY 10. SAYPN
s T 10

Answers on pg. 13



ZAJACZEK DANCE ENSEMBLE

MONTHLY NEWS

By Karrie Westphal, Secretary
Zajaczek Dance Ensemble

GIVING BACK

On Wednesday, April 1, Zajaczek Dance En-
semble chose this to be a Community Service Day
for our group. Colleen Bonkowski, group director,
delivered Polish plate dinners to the ICU unit at
Henry Ford Macomb Hospital in Clinton Town-
ship, MI and to the respiratory therapist staff at
McLaren Macomb Hospital in Mount Clemens,
MI. Working at both hospitals were a current
dance ensemble parent Stephanie Marcincavage,
an alumni parent Michael Manczyk, as well as
Katherine Rice, niece to Mrs. Bonkowski. Contin-
uing on, Mrs. Bonkowski also delivered dinners to
the first responders at the Sterling Heights Fire
Department in Sterling Heights, MI. All dinners
were prepared and donated by the American Pol-
ish Century Club and their volunteer staff, which
have been hosting Wednesday night Polish meals
and Friday night Lenten menus. Zajaczek has been
giving back to those who give so much.

MEALS WITH MEANING

With gratitude and thanks..... "the staff of
Henry Ford Macomb's SICU area would like to ex-
tend a GREAT BIG THANK YOU to the Bon-
kowski Family, Zajaczek Dance Ensemble, and the
American Polish Century Club for the generous
donation of Polish dinners that were provided for
our staff. You not only filled our stomachs, you
filled our hearts with warm wishes and prayers. It
was greatly appreciated. Bardzo Dzigkuje to our
Polish Family! Smacznego!"

The Manczyk Family

Megan Manczyk - 2014 Zajaczek graduate

Eric Manczyk - 2018 Zajaczek graduate

IT'S ON

On April 5, Rachael Kasperek, choreographer,
presented her Zajaczek Dance Ensemble students
with a Pisanki challenge, "whether you create tra-
ditional pisanki eggs or paper, share your pisanki
with us." And so a few of our dancers did!! The
Barth and Brown families posted pictures of their
beautiful creations. Ms. Kasperek stated, "Since
Zajaczek cannot give out traditional Easter gifts
this year on time, we want you to share your de-
signs with us." Great job, Zajaczek Dancers! Stay
healthy and safe.

el Ta i e o le s AT

Brown family Pisanki

oY

Barth family Pisanki

ANSWERS TO THE PUZZLES ON PG. 12

1. Solve the puzzle: 1. Grasshopper; 2. Caterpillar;
3. Butterfly; 4. Spider; 5. Ladybug; 6. Dragonfly; 7. Bee

3. Unscramble the names: 1. Amaryliis; 2. Daffodil;
3. Tulip; 4. Orchid; 5. Peony; 6. Iris; 7. Rose; 8. Daisy;

9. Lilac; 10. Pansy

4. Memorial Day quiz: 1. Decoration Day; 2. 1967;
3.1971; 4. Waterloo, NY; 5. May 30, 1868 at Arlington
National Cemetery; 6. The Civil War; 7. An act of national
unity, established by the U.S. Congress in 2000, asking
Americans to pause for one minute at exactly 3 p.m.; 8. Red
poppy; 9. All soldiers that died while serving in the U.S.
Army; 10. Summer vacation season; 11. American flags;
12. First, at half mast, then it should be slowly moved to
half-mast until noon and then, back to the top.
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THE 45™ ANNUAL
SPRING FASHION
SHOW

By Elizabeth Dynowski
Photos by J&D Studio Photography

In 1975, the Adult Culture Group of the
PRCUA, in an effort to raise funds for scholarships
given to the candidates in the Cinderella-Prince
Charming Ball, hosted its 1st Spring Fashion
Show. 45 years later, the PRCUA Adult Culture
Group continues this tradition. The talents of Cin-
derella, Prince Charming, ball candidates, and
parents of the candidates participating in the Cin-
derella-Prince Charming Ball were showcased in
the 45th Anniversary Spring Fashion Show.

The 45th annual Spring Fashion Show was
held on March 8, at the Paradise Banquets in
Bridgeview, IL. This year’s event, chaired by Liz
Dynowski, celebrated “Flowers are Blooming.”
Liz Dynowski welcomed everyone to the event, in-
troduced honored guests, including President of
the PRCUA Jim Robaczewski and wife Elaine,
Vice President Micheline Jaminski and her hus-
band Richard, and Secretary-Treasurer Agnes Bas-
trzyk and family. She also introduced the Adult
Culture Group Dancers, a group organized by her
District 8 co-director Mirek Cislo. This group hon-
ored the original Adult Culture Group that had
traditionally danced a Polonaise at the Cinderella-
Prince Charing Ball. This new group of adult
dancers are all PRCUA members who have ties to
the Cinderella-Prince Charming Ball as either par-
ents of current, former or future candidates. Many
of the members were former candidates, Cinderel-
las or Prince Charmings themselves. The dancers
performed a classic Polonaise whose choreogra-
phy, home and time was donated by Micheline Ja-
minski, Vice President of PRCUA.

After lunch, the commentators, Wieslawa
Wildhirt and Andy Sacinski, welcomed everyone
to the annual show. These commentators pre-
sented model runs from the following participat-
ing stores: DA-MA Fashion, Generation Bliss, Just
Unique, JW Menswear, Kimberly Bond, Rue 21,
Streets of Europe, and Vivi Lu Atelier.

The “Flowers are Blooming” Fashion Show
opened with a dressy and casual combo from Rue
21 and a new hip vendor, Vivi Lu Atelier. The girls
and boys that modeled to the song Polskie Kwiaty
were Liliana Cislo, Teresa Czerwien, Veronica
Przytula, Tanya Sacinski, Karolina Slomba, Clau-
dia Walkosz, Jessica Wenc, AnnaMaria Williams,
Olivia Witek, Emily Wozny, Thomas Czerwien,
Andrew Handzel, Dominic Karkoska, Barttomiej
Klempka, Jacob Krasnicki, Lukasz Mazur, Jakub
Niedzielski, Arthur Rykala, Lucas Skowyra, Kevin
Wildhirt, and Oscar Witek.

Another new vendor to this year’s show was
Streets of Europe. Girls modeled to the song Spring
Fever, showing the newest fashions for the upcom-

ing Spring Break: Joanna Burdzy, Katarzyna
Burdzy, Liliana Cislo, Karolina Gal, Joanna Sta-
ron, Sabina Slubowski, Wioletta Stasinski. The
moms that followed, modeled to the song Biate
Konwalie and showed that they too can be fashion-
istas on the streets of Europe: Katarzyna Bielanski,
Elizabeth Cislo, Ana Gal, Nathalie Skowyra, Mar-
zena Staron, and Agnieszka Witek.

Following these model runs, a guest per-
former from HHPD company dancers, Olivia
Schauer reminded us that you are “Never Fully
Dressed Without a Smile.” Her dance was choreo-
graphed by Liz Dynowski.

Models welcomed fashions by our next bou-
tique called Just Unique. These candidates: Emily
Wozny, Joanna Burdzy, Katarzyna Burdzy, Wero-
nika Kaczmarcyzk in the song Nim zakwitnie tysigc
réz and later candidate’s moms showed their
unique style in “Tip Toe Through The Tulips With
Me”: Agata Zgiet, Renata Krasnicki, Katarzyna
Mazur, Agnieszka Wozny, Dorota Kaczmarczyk,
and Renata Karkoszka.

Next came our second group guest performers
that kept us “In the Mood” for spring fashions.
Performed by: Carolina Kukulski and Kuba Styp-
ula, members of the Wesoty Lud Polish Folk Dance
Company of PRCUA; choreography by Richard
Jaminski, had us all wanting to jump up and dance
with them.

Continuing with the flower themed show, our
moms and some of the girls modeled spring fash-
ions from their own collections: Million biatych roz:
Anna Gal, Agnieszka Przytula, Beata Bafia, Asia
Niedzielski and Kasia Williams; “Buttercup”: Na-
talia Bafia, Teresa Czerwien, Karolina Gal, Veron-
ica Przytula, Tanya Sacinski, Claudia Walkosz,
Jessica Wenc, and Anna Maria Williams.

Next, came a model run from Generation
Bliss, a store that has clothes for all generations as
shown by our moms and girl runs. Biafe rdze
models: Katarzyna Bielanski, Elizabeth Cislo,
Diane Little, Nathalie Skowyra, and “Kiss From a
Rose” models: Victoria Bielanski, Liliana Cislo, Al-
exandra Little, and Olivia Witek

Our fashion show would not be complete
without a performance from future Cinderella and
Prince Charming candidates. This year in “Laven-
dar Blue Dilly Dilly”, Anthony Kroplewski and
Kevin Wenc escorted the girls in their pretty
dresses and then gave each of the girls a flower to
give to their mom or grandma to celebrate Inter-
national Women’s Day. The girls that were in this
sweet number were: Aleksandra Kroplewski,
Emilia Kroplewski, Karolina Kroplewski, Isabelle
Stanek, Olimpia Witek, Veronica Walkosz, Mia
Muszalski, Paulina Karkoszka, Patrycia Stasinski,
and Beata Stasinski.

Next came two model runs from DA-MA
fashions: Siedem czerwonych réz models: Natalia
Bafia, Victoria Bielanski, Weronika Kaczmarczyk,
Alexandra Little, Karolina Slomba, Joanna Staron,
Sabina Slubowski, and Wioletta Stasinski, and the
moms that said “Send Me No Flowers”: Beata
Bafia, Dorota Kaczmarczyk, Renata Karkoszka,
Katarzyna Mazur, Marzena Staron, and Agnieszka

Witek.

All the girls had an opportunity to feel like a
princess in their evening wear for the final
numbers. We were excited to see the evening
dresses as Vivi Lu Atelier is the sponsoring bou-
tique for the current Miss Polonia. Our Prince
Charming, Arthur Rykala, with his Cinderella, Ka-
rolina Gal, along with the runners-up, Veronica
Pryztula and Kevin Wildhirt, were featured in this
model run, surrounded by Natalia Bafia, Liliana
Cislo, Teresa Czerwien, Karolina Gal, Weronika
Kaczmarczyk, Alexandra Little, Veronica Przytula,
Karolina Slomba, Sabina Slobowski, Joanna Sta-
ron, Wioletta Stasinski, Claudia Walkosz, Jessica
Wenc, and Emily Wozny.

Another boutique that has participated in our
fashion for over 20 years provided beautiful
dresses for the following girls - Victoria Bielanski,
Joanna Burdzy, Katarzyna Burdzy, Tanya Sacinski,
AnnaMaria Williams, and Olivia Witek, to be es-
corted by our Prince Charming Arthur Rykala.

Not only were the girls dressed for an evening
out, but the boys looked so handsome as they cir-
cled the dance floor with Cinderella Karolina Gal
in her beautiful ball gown. She was presented a
rose by each our boys wearing a new men’s line
from JW Menswear. The elegant dresses and suits
had everyone thinking about their upcoming
prom or their next family wedding.

The finale showcased all candidates, models
and guest performers to the song Each of us is a
Flower. All of us were able to think of their favorite
flower, while hearing the many songs about
flowers, while walking under the glorious flower
archway created by Maggie Tylka Panozzo and
her sister Theresa Tylka Handzel, or while looking
at the beautiful flowers presented throughout the
event from Mostly Flowers by Al Kopinski.

Mr. Muszalski as President of the Adult Cul-
ture group thanked everyone for making the even-
ing a huge success. He appreciated all the hard
work done by all committee members of the Adult
Culture Group. Committee members included:
Liz Dynowski, chairwoman; model coordinators:
Danuta Stypula and Gabriela Zuk, program co-
ordinators: Danuta Stypula, Gabriela Zuk, Natalie
Skowyra, Elizabeth Cislo, Marzena Staron and De-
siree Sacinski; decorations: Joanna Niedzielski,
Nathalie Skowyra, Maggie Tylka Panozzo and
Theresa Tylka Handzel; reservations: Walter and
Liz Dynowski with Stanley Dron and Angie Mus-
zalski; raffles: Mary Brzezniak, Magda Ciszewska,
Diane Cortesi, John Frankowicz, Vickie Kro-
plewski, Krystyna Lech, Jola Stanek, Marzena Sta-
ron, Danuta Stypula and Gabriela Zuk; program
book: Nathalie Skowyra and Desiree Sacinski, and
Fashion Show choreographers: Liz Dynowski,
Wesoty Lud choroegrapher Richard Jaminski and
Polonaise choreographer Micheline Jaminski. This
show would not have been possible without the
hard work and dedication of so many volunteers.
Thank you for all your hard work. It is greatly ap-
preciated and the Adult Culture Group is looking
forward to many future Fashion Shows.

After the conclusion (Continued on pg. 15)



of “Flowers are Blooming,” there
was more excitement as audience
members won gala prizes and
money raffles. Gala prizes were do-
nated by many organizations, busi-
nesses, and PRCUA members. As in
the past, the money raised in this
fashion show will be given in schol-
arships to the candidates of the 49th
Cinderella and Prince Charming
Ball, which will be held on Saturday,
November 21, 2020 at Belvedere Cha-
teau. For more information regard-
ing the Ball, please contact Mr.
Edward Muszalski (708) 937-3812.

See more photos at the PRCUA
website: prcua.org.
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During these unusual days, it is hard to keep track
of time, as every day appears to be the same. This pandemic seems like it
will never end as it spreads havoc and death worldwide. Thanks be to God
that we are now in the month of May, a month dedicated to Our Lady, which
brings us renewed hope and a reminder that we are not in this struggle alone.
It is also a month of devotions, outdoor processions, coronations of images
of Our Lady and home altars to the Blessed Virgin Mary. It is a time for us
to renew our devotion to Our Lady, who is with us always, especially in
times of great need.

The month of May is full of special feast days of Our Lady, some of these
are universal celebrations of Mary, like the Feast of the Visitation of Our Lady
on May 31st and some are celebrated only in certain countries where they
have special significance, like the Feast of Mary, Queen of Poland on May
3rd.

For those of us of Polish descent, the Feast of Mary, Queen of Poland
celebrated on May 3rd, has special significance. This is because Mary has al-
ways held a special place in the hearts of Polish Catholics from the beginning
of the history of the country to the present day. This devotion to Mary was
further solidified when the miraculous icon of Our Lady, now known as Our
Lady of Czestochowa, arrived in the country in 1383. Mary has been invoked
in times of peace and in times of war, in times of need and in thanksgiving
for her intercessory prayers on our behalf. She has been prayed to and sung
about throughout the history of Poland. Her name is on the lips of the young
and old, the sinners and the saints, the sick and the healthy and the hope
and refuge of those drawing their last breath. Mary has been the unifying
force in the darkest days of Polish history, especially when Poland dis-
appeared from the map of Europe for 123 years during the partitions of Po-
land.

This special feast day has a long history, dating back to 1656, when King
John Casimir crowned Mary as Queen and Protector of Poland. A papal cor-
onation of Mary under this title followed by Pope Clement XI in 1717. In
1923, Pope Pius XI firmly established this Feast Day of Mary, Queen of Po-
land to be celebrated on May 3rd, which coincides with Poland’s Constitu-
tion Day of May 3rd, 1791.

As we celebrate the month of May as Mary’s month, may we spend some
time thinking about our devotion to and love for her, the Queen Mother of
her Son, our King, Jesus Christ. Even though many of the usual celebrations
of this month may be put on hold due to this pandemic, our love for her, as
‘perfect disciple’ can be deepened by spending time with Our Lady. I en-
courage you to pray the rosary, recite her Litany, wear her scapular, sing her
praises in the many beautiful Polish hymns that are part and parcel of our
Polish Catholic faith! All of these can be done at home, alone or with your
family. Polish people know the ‘domestic church’ better than most, as our
customs and devotions are rooted in the family. Her role in the history of
salvation is to point us to her Son, Jesus Christ and she will never lead us as-
tray! May we never tire of invoking her name for she is “our life, our sweet-
ness and our hope!

Mary Queen and Protector of Poland, pray for us and especially those
most affected by this pandemic!

By Rev. Canon
Walter J. Ptak
National Chaplain,
PRCUA

DID YOU KNOW?

Did you know that Saint Rocco
is venerated in the Roman Catholic
Church as the protector against the
plague and all contagious diseases?
St. Rocco was a nobleman who dis-
tributed all of his worldly goods to
the poor, and traveled humbly
throughout 14th century Italy as a
pilgrim, devoting himself to victims
of the plague, curing them with

prayer and the sign of the cross. Dur-
ing his travels, he too contracted the
plague which was evident by an
open sore on his leg. After many suf-
ferings and much patience, St. Rocco
was eventually cured.

For generations, Roman Catho-
lics prayed to St. Rocco (pol. Sw.
Roch) for good health and protection
against illness, and today in the dark
light of Covid-19 we turn to him once
again.

Let’s pray together.

Prayer to Saint Rocco

O Great St. Rocco, deliver us,

we beseech thee,

from the scourges of God;

through thy Intercessory,

preserve our bodies from contagious diseases,
and our souls from the contagion of sin.
Obtain for us salubrious air;

but, above all, purity of heart.

Assist us to make good use of health,

to bear suffering with patience;

and, after thy example,

to live in the practice of penance and charity,
that we may one day enjoy the happiness
which thou has merited by thy virtues.

St. Rocco, pray for us (say three times)

DEARLY DEPARTED
PRCUA BROTHERS AND SISTERS

Member Society State
Alma, Sister Mary 795 IL
Brezinski, Harriet 36 NY
Brunozzi, Estelle 2220 NC
Callaghan, Louise 228 PA

Chojnowski, Glenn P. 162 MI

Conway, Linda M. 1253 Wi
Dolunt, William F. 718 MI
Dombrowski, Christine 21 NY
Feret, Donna M. 1000 IL
Florek, Theresa S. 1000 IL
Golab, Claudia 308 IL
Grabowski, Theresa S. 1000 IL
Grygo. Milton J. 517 NJ
Grzesik, Jadwiga 1598 MA
Haislip, James 1552 MI
Jaroszewski, Elizabeth 2248 OH
Jaskowski, Rita 162 M
Judson, Theresa P. 20 NJ
Kaminski, Shannon W. 29 PA
Kawka, Jerome J. 300 IL
Knopik, Andrew M. 1004 IL
Kolodziej, Anna C. 1133 PA
Kwiecien, Richard E. 1493 M
Latuszek, Veronica F. 878 IL
Linski, Anna 1380 NY

Mandak, Laverne J. 224 PA

Society State

Member

Markowski, Kenneth 1423 Wi
Martz, Elizabeth L. 227 OH
Michalski, Lucy 2148 OH
Pachniak, Ervin 817 Wi
Pawlak, Jean 572 NJ
Pawlyshn, Genevieve 247 OH
Pilarski, Leonard 237 PA
Pindzia, Ernest A. 718 M
Piotrkowski, Thomas 2152 OH
Radon, Florence 308 AZ
Renta, Johnson Graham 527 MD
Sawicz, Peter 385 NY
Sitarski, Olga 540 IN
Stach, Irene 1593 M
Stachnik, Julianna 750 NY
Stanczak, Cecilia 154 M
Suchan, Maria 1407 VA
Tomkowiak, Edward 1416 IL
Trybus, Maria 2220 OH
Verhaar, Genevieve 823 IL
Wachowiak, Gerald D. 1486 IL
Walters, Virginia 11 NY

Wegrzyn, Christina M. 359 CT
Yudiski, Janet 1000 PA
Zavala, Marcos 435 X



75™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE END

OF WORLD WARII

80™ ANNIVERSARY OF THE KATYN MASSACRE

The primary causes of the outbreak of World
War II were the dissatisfaction rising in Germany
after the Versailles Treaty, expansion of Nazi ideo-
logy in Germany, and the rise to power of Adolf
Hitler and his German Nazi Party. In 1939, Hitler
and Mussolini (Fascist Party leader in Italy) signed
the pact forming the Axis alliance (on September
27,1940 also signed by Japan.)

On March 12-13, 1938, the German Third
Reich annexed Austria. On September 29, 1938, the
Third Reich annexed the Sudetenland and then all
of Czechoslovakia in 1939. English and French ac-
quiescence and politics strengthened Hitler’s pur-
suits of further expansion.

On August 23, 1939, Germany signed a secret
agreement with Russia to divide Poland between
them. On August 31, 1939, Adolf Hitler signed the
order for an assault on Poland.

On September 1, without declaring war, Ger-
man troops invaded Poland in the coordinated air-
and-land attack all along Poland’s border with
Germany. German warships and U-boats attacked
Polish naval forces in the Baltic Sea. German bat-
tleship Schleswig-Holstein opened fire on the Pol-
ish-controlled harbor of Danzig. Germans also
began air raids on Warsaw and other Polish cities.

German aggression in Danzig met with resist-
ance from the Polish personnel of the post office,
who defended the building for 15 hours before
surrendering.

The United Kingdom and France demanded
that Germany withdraw from Poland by Sep-
tember 3rd. After the ultimatum was ignored, Bri-
tain and France declared war on the Third Reich
(in August, Britain had signed a treaty with Po-
land, promising military support should it be at-
tacked), but did little militarily to aid Poland.

On September 8, German forces reached the
outskirts of Warsaw.

On September 17, Soviet forces invaded Po-
land from the east. The next day, Poland’s govern-
ment and military leaders fled the country and
soon after began operating as the Polish Govern-
ment-in-Exile.

On 28 September, the USSR and Nazi Ger-
many partitioned and then dissolved the Polish
state. The last battle of the September (the battle
of Kock) campaign ended on October 6.

After the Soviet aggression on Poland, over
300,000 Polish citizens were taken captive in the
Soviet Union. Tens of thousands of Polish military
personnel and Polish intelligentsia, priests, land-
owners, and lawyers were interned in prison
camps in Kozelsk, Ostashkov, Starobelsk and
smaller camps and prisons in Byelorussia and Uk-
raine (some of the non-commissioned officers and
civilians were sent to labor camps.)

On March 5, 1940, an order was signed to ex-

ecute 25,700 of the prisoners. During April and
May of 1940, Polish prisoners were transported
from the camps to three execution sites. Prisoners
from Kozelsk were executed in the Katyn Forest
(near Smolensk); prisoners from Starobelsk were
killed in the internal NKVD prison of Kharkiv and
the bodies were buried near the village of Pia-
tykhatky; and prisoners from the Ostashkov camp
were killed in the internal NKVD prison of Kalinin
and buried in Mednoye.

From late 1939 to early 1941, Germany con-
quered or controlled much of continental Europe.
Together with the Soviet Union, they annexed Fin-
land, Romania and the Baltic states. Military op-
erations and battles were fought on many fronts
around the world: in North and East Africa, in the
Balkans, the aerial Battle of Britain, and the Battle
of the Atlantic.

On June 22, 1941, the Axis powers declared
war on the Soviet Union, who then joined the
Allies.

The U.S. declared war against Japan after
Japan launched an attack on the U.S. base in Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii on December 7, 1941. On De-
cember 11, Germany and Italy declared war on the
UsS.

On July 17, 1942, the Stalingrad (Soviet Union)
offensive began. The battle ended on February 2,
1943 with a Soviet defense of the city. Since then,
the Eastern Front began moving westward.

On May 12, 1943, Allied forces gained control
of North Africa and on July 10, they gained control
of the Mediterranean.

On April 19, 1943, the Warsaw ghetto uprising
began after German troops and police entered the
ghetto to deport its surviving inhabitants. The up-
rising was crushed by May 16, 1943. Surviving
ghetto residents were deported to concentration
camps or killed.

On October 6, Italy declared war on Germany.

From November 28 to December 1, 1943, the
three Allied leaders, Joseph Stalin (Soviet Union),
Franklin D. Roosevelt (United States) and Winston
Churchill (United Kingrdom) met at a conference
in Teheran (Iran), and discussed the fate of Eastern
Europe and Germany in the postwar period.

From January 17 to May 18, 1944, the Battle of
Monte Cassino was fought in Italy. Polish troops
contributed significantly to the victory of the Al-
lied forces.

On June 6, 1944, the Allied forces attacked
German forces on the coast of Normandy in north-
ern France. The victory of the Allies is considered
the turning point for World War II in Europe.

On August 1, 1944, the Warsaw Uprising or-
ganized by the Home Army (Armia Krajowa - AK,
one of the best operating underground organiza-
tions in Europe) broke out and was fought for 63

days. It was the single largest military effort taken
by any European resistance movement during the
war. AK hoped to liberate Warsaw from German
occupation, and to regain control of Warsaw be-
fore the Soviets could assume control. The Soviet
army which was approaching the suburbs of War-
saw, halted combat operations, enabling the Ger-
mans to suppress the resistance. 85% of the city
was deliberately destroyed by the German forces.
200,000 civilians were dead, 55,000 were sent to
concentration camps, and approximately 700,000
expelled from the city. Several thousand soldiers
were killed, wounded and imprisoned.

On January 25, 1945, the German army offen-
sive in the Ardennes ended in defeat. It was the
last significant offensive operation of the Third
Reich during World War II.

From February 4 to 11, 1945, a conference was
held in Yalta (Soviet Union). During the confer-
ence, U.S. President Franklin D. Roosevelt, British
Prime Minister Winston Churchill, and Soviet Pre-
mier Joseph Stalin discussed the shape of a post-
war peace. Decisions concerning Poland included
establishing the Polish Provisional Government
and agreeing upon Poland’s eastern border.

On April 16, 1945, Soviet troops supported by
Polish troops began the Berlin operation - the of-
fensive on the capital of the Third Reich.

On April 27, Benito Mussolini was captured in
Italy and shot. On April 30, Adolf Hitler com-
mitted suicide in the bunker under his head-
quarters in Berlin.

The Battle of Berlin ended on May 2. On May
7, 1945, the act of unconditional surrender of the
Third Reich was signed at General Dwight D. Ei-
senhower's headquarters in Reims (France). The
act was signed by General Walter Bedell Smith and
General Ivan Sustoparow (on behalf of the Allies)
and by General Alfred Jodl, General Wilhelm Ox-
enius and Admiral Hans-Georg von Friedeburg
(on behalf of the Third Reich.) The act was to come
into force on May 8 at 11:01 p.m. On May 8 at night
(May 9 at around 4:16 p.m. Moscow time), the sec-
ond act of surrender of the Third Reich was signed
at General Zhukov's headquarters in Karlshorst in
Berlin.

World War II was the biggest and deadliest in-
ternational conflict in history. It involved more
than 30 countries in every part of the globe and
claimed the lives of 60 to 80 million people (esti-
mated 50-55 million civilians and 21 to 25 million
military). Six years of extensive military opera-
tions, horrific crimes against humanity and de-
struction of large amounts of physical capital,
altered the political and economical systems in
many countries, and the lives of their citizens. An
estimated 15 to 20 million people died or were im-
prisoned in the concentration camps and ghettos
where "undesirable" people were enslaved,
starved, tortured and killed. Millions were injured,
lost their homes and properties.

The war resulted in a complete reshuffling of
borders and spheres of influence in Europe. The
United States and the USSR divided the world into
two opposing political blocks.
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2020 PRCUA NATIONAL SPORTS
TOURNAMENTS

The Polish Roman Catholic Union of America (PRCUALife ) is closely
monitoring the current status of the COVID-19 pandemic.

Not knowing when the stay-at-home order will be lifted, the PRCUA has
decided to postpone all PRCUA National Sports Tournaments for the re-
mainder of this year; the PRCUA National Bowling Tournament and upcom-
ing PRCUA National Golf, Softball, and Volleyball Tournaments are all
rescheduled to 2021. The actual dates and details of these tournaments will

COVID-19
General Prevention

Protect yourself from all infectious diseases by using these precautions.

j State of lllinois
inois Department of Public Health

‘%

Get adequate sleep and

Stay home when Avoid contact with

P
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you are sick people who are sick eat well-balanced meals

S ¢

Wash hands often with
soap and water —
20 seconds or longer

<

Cover your mouth with
a tissue or sleeve when
coughing or sneezing

Avoid touching your eyes,
nose, or mouth with
unwashed hands or after
touching surfaces

Dry hands with a clean
towel or air dry your hands

~=

Clean and disinfect “high
touch” surfaces often

Call before visiting
your doctor

Clean all “high-touch” surfaces every day.

High touch surfaces include counters, tabletops, doorknobs, bathroom fixtures, toilets, phones, keyboards, tables
and bedside tables. Use a household cleaning spray or wipe, according to the label instructions. Labels contain
instructions for safe and effective use of the cleaning product, including precautions you should take when applying
the product, such as wearing gloves and making sure you have good ventilation during use of the product.

J1IDPH

ILLINOIS DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC HEALTH

Questions about COVID-19?

Call 1-800-889-3931 or email dph.sick@illinois.gov
lllinois Department of Public Health - www.dph.illinois.gov
3/13/20

Printed by Authority of the State of lllinois 10CI 20-643 (BECD

Looking for ways to pay for college?
Apply for a PRCUA Scholarship!

Did you know that PRCUA offers
scholarships as one of our
many member benefits?

New applications for the
2020-2021 schoal year
are available online now

Get more information by visiting
PRCUA.org/scholarships
or by calling 773-782-2630

{

be announced as soon as they're established.
The safety of all PRCUA members remains our top priority as one of the
four principles (Fraternalism, Service, Benefits, and Protection) listed on the

great PRCUA seal.

Check future issues of the Nardd Polski for further information on the
2021 PRCUA National Sports Tournaments or visit the PRCUA website at
www.PRCUA.org. You can also follow us on social media platforms: Face-
book, Pinterest, Instagram, and YouTube.

DURBIN, RISCH, MENENDEZ
MARK 80™ ANNIVERSARY
OF THE KATYN MASSACRE

WASHINGTON, D.C. - U.S.
Senators Dick Durbin (D-IL), Jim
Risch (R-ID) (chairman of the Senate
Foreign Relations Committee), and
Bob Menendez (D-N.J.) (ranking
member of the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee), today (April 13,
2020) announced a Senate Resolution
commemorating the 80th Anniver-
sary of the Katyn Massacre. Eighty
years after 22,000 Polish soldiers and
civilians were executed by Soviet
forces, the bipartisan resolution
honors their lives and legacy, and
recognizes those who fought to tell
the truth of the Katyn Massacre de-
spite a Soviet cover-up campaign.
The resolution, which also condemns
efforts by the present-day Russian
government to spread disinfor-
mation about the history of World
War 1II, will be formally introduced
when the Senate reconvenes.

“Ten years ago, I was honored to
lead a resolution that unanimously
passed the Senate expressing sympa-
thy to the people of Poland over the
death of then President, Lech
Kaczynski. President Kaczynski’s
plane tragically crashed while travel-
ing to Katyn, Russia, for a memorial
service marking the massacre’s 70th
anniversary,” Durbin said. “Today I
am similarly honored to join with my
colleagues, Senators Menendez and
Risch, to express deepest sympathies
and solidarity with the Polish people

and Polish American community, so
many of whom call the Chicago area
home, on this somber anniversary of
those tragic events in Katyn.”

“On this solemn 80th anniver-
sary of the Katyn Massacre, we
honor the 22,000 Polish soldiers and
civilians who were murdered by the
Soviet Union after Poland was in-
vaded first by Nazi Germany and
then by the USSR,” Risch said. “The
Russian Federation’s attempts to
cover up the truth about this crime
and spread disinformation about the
massacre and the history of World
War 1II are unacceptable, and I stand
with the Polish people in encourag-
ing continued education of the facts
of this tragic event.”

“Today I join Polish-Americans
in New Jersey and around the coun-
try in honoring the 22,000 Polish sol-
diers and civilians who were
murdered by the Soviet Union dur-
ing the Katyn Massacre,” Menendez
said. “The world must remember the
truth of this heinous crime to prevent
history from repeating itself. The
United States stood with the people
of Poland in pushing back on Soviet
lies about the Katyn Massacre dec-
ades ago, and with this effort today
we once again stand with them
against Vladimir Putin’s ongoing
campaign to distort the history of
World War I1.”
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2020 ANNUITY SERIES

WPLATY NA KONTA IRA

OFERTA WAINA DO 7/15/2020

ELITE — 8ot

3 LATA GWARANTOWANE

STAR — 5lat

2 LATA GWARANTOWANE

wymagane min. wptaty $2,500

EDGE — 3lata

3.75% 3.00% 2.507%

1 ROK GWARANTOWANY

PROMOCJA 2020 ANNUITY

v" ZAROB WIECE)J

v" POWIEKSZ ZWROT PODATKOWY
v ZASIL PLAN EMERYTALNY

v/ DOLACZ DO PRCUAL:fe

otwierajgc konto emerytalne w NOWEJ serii
lub dokonujgc transferu istniejgcego konta*

CORE — 3lata

2.00%

wymagane
min. wptaty

—— $500

*Wiece] informaciji: (800) 772-8632 | PRCUA.ORG

POD PATRONATEM Ksiedza Arcybiskupa
Wojciecha Polaka, Prymasa Polski, Hierarchéw
Kosciota Katolickiego, Ministerstwa Edukacji Na-
rodowej, Ministerstwa Spraw Zagranicznych,
Ministerstwa Aktywoéw Paniistwowych, Instytutu
Pamigci Narodowej, Marszatkow i Senatoréw oraz
Instytucji Samorzadowych juz od pieciu lat organ-
izowany jest filmowy Konkurs Historyczny Patria
Nostra. Konkurs adresowany jest do mtodziezy
polskiej i polonijnej i ma na celu propagowanie
wiedzy o historii Polski i jej dziedzictwa kultu-
rowego, krzewienie patriotyzmu oraz budowanie
poczucia wspdlnoty wsrod mtodych Polakéw.

W DOTYCHCZASOWYCH edycjach Konkursu
wzieto udziat blisko 2.700 uczniéw i nauczycieli
z Polski i calego $wiata, realizujac ponad 700
filmow i animacji odwolujacych si¢ do dziejow
naszej Ojczyzny. W aktualnej V edycji wezmie
udzial okolo 1.500 naszych mlodych rodakow

KONKURS HISTORYCZNY
Patria Nostra

Zaprazzamy miodriat polsky | polonijng do udrisly w V edycjl konkursu
www. konkurs-patrianostra.pl
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z Polski i zagranicy.

JESTESMY DUMNI 7z tego, ze wykonane przez
mlodziez prace maja bardzo wysoki poziom,
zardwno merytoryczny jak i artystyczny, i moga
petni¢ funkcje edukacyjne i popularyzujace
historie Polski. Jednoczes$nie cieszy nas, ze moglis-
my przekazac¢ wszystkim uczestnikom konkursu
atrakcyjne nagrody. Laureaci konkursow wzieli
udziat w wycieczkach do Brukseli. Nagroda dla
mtodziezy polonijnej byly kilku-dniowe wycieczki
edukacyjne do Polski.

ZAPRASZAMY ucznidéw i nauczycieli do wzigcia
udziatu jednym z konkurséw ktore sg obecnie re-
alizowane w ramach aktualnej V edycji:

1. Konkurs Mazowiecki

2. Konkurs Matopolski

3. Konkurs Wielkopolski

4. Konkurs Swiatowy

Sa jeszcze wolne miejsca w kazdym z czterech
konkurséw. Zaproszenie kierujemy do mtodziezy
w wieku 12-19 lat ze szkol podstawowych
i $rednich, a takze parafii i organizacji polonijnych
i spotecznych z catego swiata.

TERMIN REJESTRAC]I uczestnikow uptywa
dnia 15 maja, za$ termin nadsytania filmow i ani-
magji 31 maja.

GALE FINALOWE konkurséw odbeda sie we
wrzesniu w Warszawie, Krakowie i Poznaniu.
W przypadku niekorzystnej sytuacji epidemi-
ologicznej, Gale Finatowe zrealizowane zostana za
posrednictwem telewizji, z wykorzystaniem
najnowszych technologii komunikagji.

NAGRODY w konkursach Patria Nostra
otrzymujq wszyscy uczestnicy. Dla zwyciezcow
przewidziane sa wycieczki do Polski lub do Bruk-
seli (oczywiscie jesli ich realizacja bedzie
mozliwa). Dla pozostalych uczestnikoéw - atrak-
cyjne nagrody rzeczowe.

REJESTRACJA w konkursie, podobnie jak sam
konkurs odbywa sie w internecie. Aby przystapic
do konkursu niezbedny jest entuzjazm oraz
wypelnienie formularza zgloszeniowego, ktéry
dostepny jest na stronie internetowej:

www.konkurs-patrianostra.pl
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100. ROCZNICA URODZIN KAROLA WOJTYLY -
PAPIEZA JANA PAWLA Il WIELKIEGO

Karol Wojtyta - Swiety Jan Pawet
II zajmuje szczegdlne miejsce w his-
torii Polski, Europy i Swiata oraz
w sercach Polakéw na catym swiecie.
Jego pontyfikat miat wyjatkowy
wplyw na polityke globalna i wiele
wydarzen historycznych.

Karol Jozef Wojtyla urodzit si¢
18 maja 1920 r. w Wadowicach. Byt
synem Karola, porucznika Wojska
Polskiego i Emilii (z domu Kaczo-
rowskiej). Wojtytowie mieli jeszcze
corke Olge, ktéra zmarta w dziecin-
stwie przed urodzeniem si¢ Karola
i syna Edmunda, ktéry byt o 13 lat
starszy od Karola, zostat lekarzem
i zmart w 1932 r. na szkarlatyne.
Matka Karola zmarta w 1929 roku,
gdyKarol miat zaledwie 8 lat.

Wojtytowie byli bardzo religijni.
Karol zostat ochrzczony w Kosciele
Mariackim w Krakowie 20 czerwca
1920 r. Pierwsza komunie przyjat
25 maja 1929 r. i zostal bierzmowany
przez arcybiskupa Adama Stefana
Sapiehe 3 maja 1938 r.

W 1926 r. rozpoczal nauke
w miejscowej szkole podstawowej
w Wadowicach, a jesienig 1930 r.
nauke w gimnazjum meskim w Li-
ceum Ogdlnoksztatcacym im. Mar-
cina Wadowity. Przez caly okres
nauki w szkole podstawowej i sred-
niej Karol byt wzorowym i utalento-
wanym uczniem i sportowcem,
interesowal sie literaturg, teatrem
ijezykami obcymi.

W 1938 r. Karol ukonczyt szkole
$rednig, a latem tego roku przeniost
sie¢ wraz z ojcem do Krakowa, gdzie
zapisal sie¢ na Uniwersytet Jagie-
lloniski i zamierzat studiowac filo-
logie i jezyki. Uniwersytet zostat
zamkniety po wybuchu II wojny
$wiatowej w dniu 1 wrzesnia 1939 r.
Karol kontynuowat nauke, podejmu-
jac studia na tajnych kompletach.
Aby unikna¢ deportacji do Niemiec,
pracowal réwniez jako robotnik
fizyczny w kamieniotomie wapienia.

W pierwszych latach wojny
uksztattowato si¢ jego zycie ducho-
we i zaczeto sie formowac powolanie
kaptanskie. Byl w tym okresie
rowniez gleboko pochloniety swoja
druga pasja - teatrem (réwniez
dziatajacym w ukryciu) oraz napisat
kilka sztuk dramatycznych.

18 lutego 1941 r. Karol Wojtyla

stracil ojca, ktéry zmart nagle na
zawat serca.

W 1942 r. postanowit wstapic¢ do
tajnego seminarium duchownego
w Krakowie. 1 listopada 1946 r.
kardynat Sapieha wyswiecil Wojtyte
na ksiedza. Po Swieceniach zostat
wystany na studia do Rzymu na Uni-
wersytecie Angelicum, ktore ukon-
czyl z wyrdéznieniem. Do Polski
wrocit w czerwcu 1948 r. i zostat
skierowany do pracy w parafii we
wsi Niegowi¢ pod Krakowem, jako
wikarkusz i katecheta. W grudniu
1948 r. uzyskat stopien doktora teol-
ogii na Uniwersytecie Jagiellonskim.

Wiosna 1949 r. K. Wojtyta zostat
przeniesiony do parafii $w. Floriana
w Krakowie. Na poczatku lat 1950-
tych wyktadat etyke na Uniwersyte-
cie Jagiellonskim oraz uzyskat
profesure na Katolickim Uniwersyte-
cie Lubelskim.

Podczas studiow i pierwszych
lat kaptanistwa, Wojtyta publikowat
swoje wiersze, sztuki i artykuty na
temat spraw Kosciola, wiary, religii
w ,, Tygodniku Powszechnym”.

4 lipca 1958 r. Karol Woijtyta
zostal mianowany przez papieza
Piusa XII biskupem tytularnym Om-
brii. Zostal konsekrowany 28 wrzes-
nia 1958 r. w Katedrze Wawelskie;j.

16 lipca 1959 r. zostal wybrany
wikariuszem kapitulnym krakows-
kim.

Biskup Wojtyta byt bardzo
zaangazowany przy pracach Soboru
Watykanskiego II (1962-1965). Jego
liczne wystapienia i sugestie znacza-
co przyczynity sie do opracowania
Dignitatis humanae (Deklaracji
0 wolnosci religijnej) i Gaudium et
spes (Konstytucja duszpasterska
o Kosciele we wspodlczesnym
$wiecie) i innych dokumentéw.

13 stycznia 1964 r. papiez Pawet
VI mianowat biskupa Woijtyte arcy-
biskupem krakowskim, uroczystos¢
instalacji odbyta sie 8 marca 1964 r.

26 czerwca 1967 r. abp Wojtyta
zostal podniesiony do rangi kardy-
nata, jego kosciolem tytularnym
zostat koscidt San Cesareo w Rzymie.
Otrzymat biret kardynalski w czasie
ceremonii w Kaplicy Sykstynskiej
w dniu 28 czerwca 1967 .

Na poczatku lat 1970-tych
Wojtyta przyczynit sie do organizacji

synodu pasterskiego archidiecezji
krakowskiej (1972-1979). Synod
wydat wiele zalecen, ktore zmienily
zycie diecezji.

Po $mierci papieza Pawta VI w
dniu 6 sierpnia 1978 r., kardynalowie
Wyszynski i Wojtyta uczestniczyli w
konklawe, otwartym 25 sierpnia, na
ktorym wybrano papieza Jana Pawta
I. Papiestwo Jana Pawta I trwato
tylko miesigc. Zmarl nagle na zawat
serca 29 wrzesnia 1978 r.

Dwaj polscy kardynatowie po-
nownie udali si¢ do Watykanu, aby
wybrac¢ nowego papieza. Konklawe
II rozpoczeto sie 14 pazdziernika.
Przypuszczano, ze nastepny papiez
moze nie by¢ Wtochem. Kandyda-
tura Wojtyly byla juz wysunieta na
Konklawe I, ale cho¢ kardynatowie
uwazali Wojtyte za cztowieka bardzo
szanowanego i utalentowanego, oba-
wiali sie, ze wybor papieza z kraju
komunistycznego moze
doprowadzi¢ do konfliktu z przy-
wodcami Zwiazku Radzieckiego. Z
drugiej strony niektérzy z nich
wierzyli, zZe wybdr papieza
pochodzacego z Polski moze
otworzy¢ droge do wspolpracy
miedzy wschodem a zachodem.

16 pazdziernika 1978 r. Kole-
gium Kardynalskie wybrato Karola
Woijtyle na 264. biskupa Rzymu.
Wojtyla przybrat imie Jana Pawta II -
na cze$¢ swoich trzech poprzedni-
kow.

Byt pierwszym papiezem spoza
Wtoch od 455 lat i pierwszym
papiezem pochodzacym z kraju
stowianskiego. Nieznany Wochom i
wiekszosci $wiata, Jan Pawet II na-
tychmiast zaczat zdobywac ich apro-
bate i serca nieSmiatym, ale
bezposrednim sposobem bycia oraz
przemawiajac w wielu jezykach.

Uroczysta inauguracja pontyfi-
katu Jana Pawta II odbyta si¢ na
placu Sw. Piotra 22 pazdziernika
1978 r.

Jan Pawet II byt 264. biskupem
Rzymu, drugim najdtuzej
urzedujacym papiezem (ponad 26
lat) od 1978 r. do $mierci w 2005 r.

Jan Pawel II poswiecit swoje
zycie stuzbie Kosciotowi i ludzkosci.
Musiat poradzic¢ sobie z takimi kwes-
tiami, jak $wiatowy pokoj i dobrobyt
ludzkosci, wolnosc kultu religijnego;

wolno$¢ prasy, obrona godnosci

ludzkiej i podstawowych praw
czlowieka. Wrcielit sie w role
Swiatowego nauczyciela wiary
i przywodcy poprzez ludzkie
podejscie i bezposredni kontakt ze
zgromadzonymi - nauczajac i podro-
Zujac po catym $wiecie. Jego podroze
apostolskie w najbardziej bezposre-
dni sposob niosty jego przestanie
wiernym i ich przywdédcom reli-
gijnym, politycznym i spotecznym.
Podczas swojego pontyfikatu,
papiez Jan Pawet I odbyt 104 podroé-
ze miedzynarodowe, w czasie kto-
rych odwiedzit 130 krajow (niektdre
z nich wielokrotnie) oraz 95 pielgrzy-
mek we Wiloszech. Jego pierwsza
pielgrzymka do Polski w czerwcu
1979 r. byla, zdaniem niektérych his-

torykow, przelomem, ktory
zapoczatkowal upadek systemu
komunistycznego.

Podczas swojego pontyfikatu
ogtosil 482 swietych, wiecej niz jego
poprzednicy w ciagu pieciuset lat,
beatyfikowat 1338 osdéb i mianowat
232 kardynatow. Napisat 14 en-
cyklik, 14 adhortacji apostolskich,
12 konstytucji apostolskich, 42 listy
apostolskie, szes¢ ksiazek oraz ut-
wory poetyckie.

Jan Pawet II twardo opowiadat
sie za dialogiem, byt oredownikiem
pokoju na S$wiecie. Jako pierwszy
papiez przekroczyl prog synagogi
i meczetu, modlil si¢ pod Sciang
Ptaczu i ucatowat Koran, zbudowat
harmonijne stosunki z wieloma na-
rodami (m.in. Federacja Rosyjska i
Organizacja Wyzwolenia Palestyny).
Obecnie Watykan utrzymuje sto-
sunki dyplomatyczne ze 174 krajami
(85 na poczatku jego pontyfikatu). W
2000 r. Jan Pawet II przeprosit za
wczesniejsze btedy Kosciota.

Byl pierwszym papiezem, ktory
m.in. odwiedzit Biaty Dom, przemo-
wil na Zgromadzeniu (dok. na str. 21)



(dok. ze str. 20) Ogoélnym ONZ w
Nowym Jorku i odwiedzit Kube.

Uczyt $wiat mitosci i przebacza-
nia. W 1983 r. Jan Pawet I odwiedzit
Mehmeta Ali Agce w wiezieniu. Od-
byli prywatna rozmowe, a papiez
wybaczyt mu probe zamachu 13
maja 1981 r. na Placu Swietego Piotra
w Watykanie, w czasie ktdrej zostat
kilkakrotnie postrzelony przez Agce.

Papiez Jan Pawet II zmart w Pa-
facu Apostolskim w sobote, 2 kwiet-
nia 2005 r. o godz. 21:37.

Jego pogrzeb odbyt sie 8 kwiet-
nia 2005 r. na Placu Swietego Piotra.
Po raz pierwszy $wiat tak licznie
i tak wspdlnie zegnal modlitwa jak-
iegokolwiek zmartego. W uroczysto-
$ci uczestniczylo 140 kardynaléw,

10 przedstawicieli rodow krolews-
kich, ponad 200 prezydentdéw i pre-
mieréw, patriarchow z Kosciotow
wschodnich i protestanckich, duch-
owni zydowscy, islamscy i buddyj-
scy, liczni przedstawiciele z 18
organizacji miedzynarodowych i 15
ruchow religijnych. Mszy $wietej
pogrzebowej przewodniczyt Joseph
kardynat Ratzinger, pozniejszy
papiez Benedykt XVI. Szacuje sie, ze
dwa miliony pielgrzymow (300 tys.
na Placu Swietego Piotra) ze 112 kra-
jow wypetnito plac i ulice przylega-
jace do placu, aby osobiscie
uczestniczy¢ w  uroczystosciach
pogrzebowych. Msza byla pierwsza
msza pogrzebowa dla papieza, ktdra
byla transmitowana na zywo w tele-

wizji w wiekszosci krajow na swie-
cie. Miliony wiernych zgromadzone
w kosciotach i przed telebimami na
placach i ulicach w Azji, Europie,
Ameryce, Afryce i Australii ztozyty
hotd Janowi Pawtowi II, modlac sie
i ogladajac transmisje z Watykanu.

Jan Pawet II zostat pochowany
w krypcie pod Bazylika Swietego
Piotra.

Z chwila odejscia Jana Pawtla II,
wierni na $wiecie zaczeli domagac
si¢ wyniesienia Ojca Swietego Jana
Pawta II na oltarze. W maju 2005 r.
papiez Benedykt XVI zrezygnowat
z okresu oczekiwania na rewizje
beatyfikacyjna i kanonizacyjna Jana
Pawta II (zwyczajowo musi ming¢ co
najmniej pie¢ lat od $mierci).

1 maja 2011 r. Jan Pawet II zostat
beatyfikowany przez papieza Bene-
dykta XVL

Papiez Jan Pawet II zostat wynie-
siony na oltarze wraz z papiezem
Janem XXIII podczas wspdlnej cere-
monii kanonizacyjnej w Watykanie
w dniu 27 kwietnia 20141 r.

30 kwietnia 2014 r. trumna ze
szczatkami Jana Pawta II zostata
ztozona w Kaplicy Swietego Sebasti-
ana Bazyliki Swietego Piotra.

Sejm Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej
ustalit rok 2020 jako Rok Swietego
Jana Pawta II. 18 maja 2020 biezacego
roku caty swiat bedzie upamietniat
setne urodziny naszego polskiego
Swietego, ktory jest patronem w tych
trudnych czasach.

75-LECIE ZAKONCZENIA Il WOJNY SWIATOWEJ

przezyli, zostali deportowani do obozéw koncen-

| 80-LECIA ZBRODNI KATYNSKIEJ

Glownymi przyczynami wybuchu II wojny
swiatowej byly m.in.: narastajagce w Niemczech
niezadowolenie z postanowien traktatu wersals-
kiego, ekspansja ideologii nazistowskiej oraz
wzrost wladzy Adolfa Hitlera i partii nazistows-
kiej w Niemczech. W 1939 r. Hitler i Mussolini
(lider partii faszystowskiej we Wioszech) podpisali
pakt, tworzac ,panstwa Osi” (27 wrzesnia 1940 r.
dotaczyta do nich Japonia). W 1939 r. III Rzesza
zajeta Austrig i Kraj Sudecki (region Czechosto-
wagji) aw 1939 1., calg Czechostowacje. 23 sierpnia
1939 r. Il Rzesza podpisata z ZSRR pakt zakfada-
jacy podziat Europy Srodkowo-Wschodnie;j.

1 wrzesnia, bez wypowiedzenia wojny,
wojska niemieckie zaatakowaty Polske w skoordy-
nowanym ataku powietrzno-ladowym, a niemie-
ckie okrety zaatakowatly polskie sity morskie na
Morzu Battyckim. Wczesnym rankiem, niemiecki
pancernik Schleswig-Holstein otworzyt ogien do
kontrolowanego przez Polske portu w Gdansku.
Niemcy rozpoczeli naloty na Warszawe i inne
polskie miasta. Atak na Gdansk spotkat si¢ z opo-
rem polskiego personelu poczty, ktdéry skapitu-
lowat po 15-godzinnej obronie.

Wielka Brytania i Francja zazadaty wycofania
si¢ Niemiec z Polski do 3 wrzesnia. Po zignorow-
aniu ultimatum przez Niemcow, Wielka Brytania
i Francja wypowiedziaty wojne III Rzeszy, ale nie-
wiele zrobily militarnie, aby pomoc Polsce.
8 wrzesnia sily niemieckie dotarly na przedmiescia
Warszawy.

17 wrzesnia Zwiazek Radziecki zaatakowat
Polske od wschodu. Nastepnego dnia polski rzad
i przywddcy wojskowi opuscili kraj, a wkrétce
potem zaczal dziata¢ Rzad Rzeczypospolitej Pols-
kiej na uchodzstwie. III Rzesza i ZSRR rozpoczety
okupacje Polski i likwidacje polskiej panstwo-
wosci. Ostatnia bitwa kampanii wrzesniowej (pod

Kockiem) zakonczyta si¢ 6 pazdziernika.

Po agresji ZSRR na Polske na terenie Zwigzku
Radzieckiego zostato uwiezionych ponad 300 000
Polakow. Dziesiatki tysiecy oficerow Wojska Pols-
kiego i polskiej inteligengji internowano w obo-
zach w Kozielsku, Ostaszkowie, Starobielsku
i mniejszych obozach i wigzieniach (niektdérzy
podoficerowie i cywile zostali wystani do obozow
pracy). 5 marca 1940 r. podpisano rozkaz egzekucji
25 700 wiezniéw. W kwietniu i maju wigzniow
wywieziono do miejsc egzekucji. Wigzniow z Ko-
zielska rozstrzelano w Puszczy Katynskiej (pod
Smoleniskiem). Wigeznidéw ze Starobielska zamor-
dowano w wiezieniu NKWD w Charkowie, ich
ciata pochowano w grobach zbiorowych w poblizu
wsi Piatykhatky, a wiezniéw z Ostaszkowa w wie-
zieniu w Kalininie i pochowano w Miednoje.

Od korica 1939 r. do poczatku 1941 r. Niemcy
podbili znaczna cze$¢ Europy. Operacje wojskowe
i bitwy toczyly sie na wielu frontach na catym
$wiecie: m.in. wojna na Batkanach, powietrzna
bitwa o Anglie i bitwa o Atlantyk.

22 czerwca 1941 r. panstwa Osi wypowie-
dzialy = wojne Zwiazkowi Radzieckiemu,
co spowodowalo, ze ZSRR dolaczyl do Aliantow.

USA wypowiedzialy wojne Japonii po ataku
japoniskim na baze amerykanska Pearl Harbor na
Hawajach w dniu 7 grudnia 1941 r. 11 grudnia
Niemcy i Wtochy wypowiedziaty wojne USA.

17 lipca 1942 r. rozpoczeta sie ofensywa Stalin-
gradu. Bitwa zakonczyla si¢ 2 lutego 1943 r.
sowieckgq obrona miasta. Od tego czasu front
wschodni zaczat przesuwac sie na zachdd.

19 kwietnia 1943 r., po tym jak wojska nie-
mieckie i policja wkroczyty do getta warszaws-
kiego w celu deportacji ocalaltych mieszkancow,
wybuchto w getcie powstanie. Powstanie zostato
sttumione 16 maja 1943 r. Mieszkancy getta, ktorzy

tracyjnych lub zabici.

W dniach 28 listopada -1 grudnia 1943 r. Jézef
Stalin (ZSRR), Franklin D. Roosevelt (USA) i Win-
ston Churchill (Wielka Brytania) spotkali sie w Te-
heranie (Iran) gdzie podjeli decyzje o losie Europy
Wschodniej i Niemiec w okresie powojennym.

Od 17 stycznia do 18 maja 1944 r. we Wloszech
toczyla sie bitwa o Monte Cassino. Polscy
zolnierze znaczaco przyczynili si¢ do zwycigstwa
aliantow.

6 czerwca 1944 r. alianci odniesli zwyciestwo
w Normandii, ktére jest uwazane za punkt
zwrotny Il wojny $wiatowej w Europie.

1 sierpnia 1944 r. wybuchto powstanie warsza-
wskie zorganizowane przez Armie¢ Krajowa - AK,
jedna z najlepiej dziatajacych podziemnych organi-
zacji w Europie, zakoniczone upadkiem po 63 dni-
ach. AK miata nadzieje wyzwoli¢ Warszawe spod
okupacji niemieckiej i odzyska¢ kontrole nad
Warszawa, zanim kontrole przejma Sowieci.
Armia radziecka, ktora zblizata si¢ do Warszawy,
wstrzymata dziatania bojowe, umozliwiajac Niem-
com sttumienie oporu. 85% miasta zostato celowo
zniszczone przez sity niemieckie. 200 tys. cywilow
zgineto, 55 tys. wyslano do obozéw koncentra-
cyjnych, a okoto 700 000 wydalono z miasta. Kilka
tysiecy powstanicow zostalo zabitych, rannych
i uwiezionych.

25 stycznia 1945 r. zakonczyla sie porazka
Niemcow ofensywa III Rzeszy w Ardenach - byla
to ostatnia znaczaca operacja ofensywna Il Rzeszy
podczas II wojny swiatowe;j.

W dniach 4-11 lutego 1945 r. odbyla sie
w Jalcie konferencja, podczas ktorej prezydent
USA Franklin D. Roosevelt, premier Wielkiej Bry-
tanii Winston Churchill i premier Zwigzku Ra-
dzieckiego Joseph Stalin dyskutowali m.in. o
warunkach pokojowych w powojennej Europie,
ustanowieniu polskiego rzadu tymczasowego i uz-
godnieniu wschodniej granicy Polski.

16 kwietnia 1945 r. wojska radzieckie wspier-
ane przez wojska polskie, rozpoczety ofensywe
Berlina. (dok. na str. 22)
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UBEZPIECZENIA
BEZ TAJEMNIC

Robert Sobczak
Specjalista ds. ubezpieczen

Kazdego dnia blisko 12 tysiecy osdéb zbliza si¢
do wieku, w ktédrym przystuguje im Medicare.
Badania rynku pokazuja, ze az 67% seniorow
chciatoby lepiej zrozumie¢ zasady jego dziatania.
W dzisiejszym artykule porusze 6 kluczowych
kwestii, o ktérych powinna wiedziec¢ kazda osoba
wchodzaca lub bedgca na Medicare.

1. MEDICARE SKLADA SIE Z ROZNYCH
CZESCI

Jednym z mylacych aspektow Medicare jest fakt,

ze sktada sie on z kilku odrebnych czesci. Kazda

z nich wiaze si¢ z réznymi zasadami i kosztami.

W wielkim skrocie:

- Czeé¢ A - obejmuje wizyty w szpitalu
i wykwalifikowanga opieke pielegniarska;

- Czes$¢ B - obejmuje opieke zapobiegawcza,
wizyty lekarskie i diagnostyke;

- Czes$¢ D - jest planem znizkowym na leki
na recepte.

Istnieje rowniez co$ takiego jak czes¢ C, zwana

inaczej Medicare Advantage.

2. MEDICARE NIE JEST DARMOWE

Wiele 0os6b uwaza, ze posiadanie Medicare nic nie
kosztuje. Niestety nie jest to prawda. Chociaz
czes¢ A jest bezptatna dla przewazajacej
wiekszosci zarejestrowanych. Czesci BiD, a takze
niektére plany zwigzane z czescig C zazwyczaj
pobieraja skiadki.

3. MEDICARE NIE OBEJMUJE WSZYSTKIEGO

O ile niektére plany typu Medicare Advantage
moga pokry¢ koszty czesci ustug dentystycznych,
zwiazanych z badaniem lub leczeniem wzroku
oraz stuchu, o tyle oryginalny Medicare oferuje
bardzo ograniczony zakres pokrycia kosztéw
w powyzszych kategoriach. Na przyktad optata

za usluge dentystyczng jest generalnie dokony-
wana tylko wtedy, gdy wiaze si¢ one z innym
leczonym schorzeniem pokrywanym przez Medi-
care lub jesli przed operacja objeta ubezpiecze-
niem konieczne jest badanie stomatologiczne.
I chociaz oryginalny Medicare zaptaci za badanie
i leczenie niektérych chordéb oczu, takich jak
jaskra, nie pokryje on kosztéw badan wzroku ani
okularéw na recepte.

Ponadto Medicare nie zaplaci za opieke
dtugoterminowsg, taka jak pomoc domowa, domy
spokojnej starosci lub domy opieki, jesli opieka ta
ma charakter opiekunczy - co oznacza konie-
czno$¢ codziennego zycia, w przeciwienstwie
do zaspokojenia czysto medycznej potrzeby.

4. UBEZPIECZENIE DODATKOWE JEST
CZESTO KONIECZNOSCIA

Jesli zarejestrujesz si¢ na oryginalne Medicare,
przygotuj dodatkowy budzet na koszty zwiazane
z pokryciem Medigap lub uzupelnieniami do
Medicare. Pamigtaj, ze suplementy do oryginal-
nego Medicare nie zaptaca za ustugi niezatwier-
dzone przez Medicare. Moga za to pokry¢ koszty
wydatkow, takich jak deductible, co-pays, coinsu-
rance w ustugach objetych przez czes¢ A i B Medi-
care.

5. MASZ WYBOR

W ramach Medicare masz mozliwos¢ wyboru
planu czesci D, ktory najlepiej odpowiada Twoim
potrzebom. Jesdli natomiast zdecydujesz si¢ na
czes¢ C, czyli Medicare Advantage, mozesz
poréwnac opcje plandw tak, aby zobaczy¢, ktory
z nich jest najbardziej odpowiada w Twojej indy-
widualnej sytuacji.

Co wiecej, nie wybierasz planu do konca zycia.
Jesli nie jeste$s zadowolony ze swojego ubezpie-
czenia, mozesz zmieni¢ plan co najmniej raz do
roku, podczas corocznego, otwartego okresu
zapisowego na Medicare, ktory trwa od
15 pazdziernika, do 7 grudnia kazdego roku.

6. NIE JESTES SAM

Nie musisz sam dobiera¢ planu do swoich pot-

rzeb. Na rynku sa agenci specjalizujacy sie¢ w po-
mocy osobom takim jak Ty. Jak wybra¢ dobrego
agenta sposrod wielu na rynku? Przede wszyst-
kim agent musi znac si¢ na rzeczy, mie¢ licencje
ubezpieczeniowa, egzamin AHIP i najlepiej by
specjalizowat si¢ w planach do Medicare. Ogrom-
nym atutem bedzie fakt posiadania kontraktow
z wieloma firmami ubezpieczeniowymi oferuja-
cymi podobne produkty do Medicare. Oznacza to
nic innego niz to, ze bedzie on przeszkolony,
i PRZEEGZAMINOWANY z produktow jakie ofe-
ruje rynek. Zasada jest prosta: im wigcej duzych
firm rozpoznawalnych na rynku w portfolio
Twojego agenta, tym wiekszy obiektywizm. Musi
on posiada¢ rowniez zdolnos¢ tltumaczenia pla-
now w sposob dla Ciebie zrozumiaty.

Na marginesie chcialbym tylko doda¢, ze zaden
szanujacy si¢ agent nie bedzie pobierat dodat-
kowych oplat za swoje ustugi. Te sprawe pod-

kreslam w kazdym wywiadzie, artykule
prasowym  jak  rowniez ~w  mediach
spotecznosciowych.

7. NAUCZ SIE MEDICARE

Koszty zwigzane z Medicare beda musiaty zosta¢
uwzglednione w Twoim budzecie emerytalnym,
wiec optaca sie o nich wiedzie¢ na dtugo przed
opuszczeniem na state miejsca pracy i przejsciem
na emeryture. W ten sposdéb bedziesz lepiej przy-
gotowany do oceny Twoich oszczednosci i doko-
nywania wyboréw finansowych, ktére nie
pozostawiajg Cie bez srodkéw pienieznych w la-
tach pozniejszych.

Pamietaj, ze opieka zdrowotna jest jednym
z najwigkszych wydatkéw, z jakimi borykaja sie
seniorzy, a dobre zrozumienie Medicare pomoze
Ci unikna¢ podstawowych btedow.

oBAMAcareHOTiine ~
844.944.7526

wwdt Dbamacarshofling . cam

®

BOT W higging dve, Susffe h. Chicagn, £ S0

medica Dolsku
844.654.5185

wwrw. medicarepopselihu. corm

75-LECIE ZAKONCZENIA Il WOJINY
SWIATOWEJ (dok. ze str. 21)

27 kwietnia Benito Mussolini zostat schwy-
tany we Wloszech i zastrzelony. 30 kwietnia Adolf
Hitler popetnit samobojstwo w bunkrze pod swoja
kwatera gtéwna w Berlinie. Bitwa o Berlin zakon-
czyta sie 2 maja.

7 maja 1945 r. podpisano w Reims (Francja)
bezwarunkowego poddania si¢ III Rzeszy. Akt
podpisali general Walter Bedell Smith i generat
Ivan Sustoparow (w imieniu aliantéw) oraz
general Alfred Jodl, general Wilhelm Oxenius

i admiral Hans-Georg von Friedeburg (w imieniu
III Rzeszy). Akt miat wej$¢ w zycie 8 maja o 23:01.
8 maja wieczorem (9 maja czasu moskiewskiego)
w kwaterze gléwnej generata Zukowa w Berlinie
podpisano drugi akt kapitulacji Il Rzeszy.

II wojna swiatowa byla najwigkszym
inajbardziej $miertelnym konfliktem miedzynaro-
dowym w historii ludzkosci. Obejeta ponad 30
krajow na catym $wiecie i pochtoneta od 60 do 80
milionow ludzi (szacunkowo 50-55 milionéw cy-
wilow i 21 do 25 miliondw wojskowych). Szes¢ lat
szeroko zakrojonych operacji wojskowych,
przerazajacych zbrodni przeciwko ludzkosci,

zniszczenia duzych ilosci kapitalu fizycznego,
zmienito systemy polityczne i gospodarcze
w wielu krajach oraz zycie ich obywateli. Szacuje
sig, ze od 15 do 20 milionéw ludzi zmarto lub byto
wiezionych w obozach koncentracyjnych i gettach,
w ktorych ,niepozadani” ludzie byli wigzieni,
glodzeni, torturowani i zabijani. Miliony ludzi
zostaly ranne, stracily domy i majatek. Wojna
doprowadzita do catkowitego przetasowania
granic i stref wplywow w Europie. Stany Zjedno-
czone i ZSRR podzielity $wiat na dwa przeciw-
stawne bloki polityczne.



»~NAMALUJMY CHOPINA” Z PRCUA
- PO RAZ PIERWSZY W MUZEUM
POLSKIM W AMERYCE!

Elzbieta Sawczuk
Zdjecia: Patrycja Stepniak,
inicjatorka ,,Namalujmy Chopina”

Niektérzy z nich po raz
pierwszy w zyciu byli w muzeum,
cze$¢ po raz pierwszy w zyciu
styszata muzyke Chopina, prébujac
pedzlem na ptotnie oddaé swoje
emocje, namalowa¢ co im w duszy
gra. Mowa o blisko 60-ciu uczestni-
kach muzyczno - malarskiego hap-
peningu ,Painting Chopin”, ktory
odbyt sie w lutym w Muzeum Pols-
kim w Amercye. Gtownym organi-
zatorem wydarzenia, koncertu
majacego by¢ inspiracja dla mtodych
artystoéw malujacych byta Pracownia
Plastyczna ,Patricia Art Studio”.

Pomyst na akcje ,,Namalujmy
Chopina” powstal wiele lat temu —
wspomina Patrycja Stepniak tworca
projektu. ,Przy okazji pierwszego
festiwalu ,Chopin In the City”
zaproponowatam wspotprace
Grazynie Auguscik i omowilty$Smy
wtedy plan dziatania. I tak oto przy
drugiej edycji, w programie festi-
walu pojawito sie wydarzenie , Na-
malujmy Chopina. Jest to koncert
inspirowany muzyka i sztukami
audiowizualnymi, podczas ktérego
dzieci przenosza na ptétno swoje in-
spiracje za pomoca farb”.

,Namalujmy Chopina” to czegs¢
cieszacego sie coraz wiekszym uzna-
niem i zainteresowaniem chicagows-
kiego festiwalu ,,Chopin In the City”,
ktorego celem jest propa-
gowanie muzyki Chopina ||

Elzbieta Sawczuk - dyrektor
marketingu PRCUA,
Grazyna Auguscik - organizatorka
,Chopin In the City” oraz
Patrycja Stepniak - inicjatorka

»Namalujmy Chopina”

i ukazywanie jej w
odstonach.

,Malujemy Chopina” w Chi-
cago, tanczymy Chopina w Chicago,
gramy Chopina w réznych stylach
muzycznych. I oto wtasnie chodzi,
by Chopin rozbrzmiewal i by
kojarzyt sig¢ zdecydowanie z polska
kultura i muzyka, bo on urodzit si¢
w Polsce. Byl pét Francuzem, pét Po-
lakiem, ale wiadomo, ze jego
muzyka jest polska i trzeba ja
zwlaszcza mlodemu pokoleniu
zaprezentowa¢ ~w  najbardziej
przystepnej formie jak to tylko
mozliwe” - moéwi Grazyna
Auguscik, wokalistka jazzowa,
zatozycielka ,Sounds and Notes
Foundation”, organizatorka festi-
walu ,,Chopin In the City”.

Podczas wartsztatow , Paintng
Chopin” odbyta sie tez amerykariska
premiera dwujezycznej ksigzki napi-
sanej i zilustrowanej przez Anne
Mycek-Wodecki pt: , Outsider” czyli
,Odmieniec”, o zyciu i tworczosci
Fryderyka  Chopina. Ksiazki
z przestaniem do najmlodszych, ale
i starszych odbiorcow, by zawsze
pielegnowac swoja pasje.

,To jest taki Chopin w pigutce —
tlumaczy autorka ksiazki. Jest w niej
jego krétka biografia, a cata osnowa
tej ksigzki polega na tym, by pokazac
jak wielkim geniuszem byt Chopin.
Wszyscy mowia o nim geniusz, ale
nikt si¢ nie zastanawia nad tym,
ze cztowiek ten zmart w wieku 39 lat,

roznych

ok,

Sala gtéwna Muzeum petna uczestnikow

a to co zostawil po sobie, co zrobit
przez ten krotki czas jest ponad-
ludzkie. Geniusz to za mate stowo by
opisac kogos z tak nadprzyrodzona
sila twdrcza. Druga bardzo wazna
misja jaka mi przyswiecata, byto
przekazanie przestania, by dzieci
uwierzyly w siebie. By nie daty sobie
wmowié, ze maluja bohomazy czy
nie potrafig tanczy¢. Jezeli w duszy
dziecku gra, ze musi rysowac, musi
tariczy¢, musi $piewac to trzeba mu
na to pozwoli¢” - przekonuje Anna
Mycek-Wodecki, autorka i ilustra-
torka ksigzki ,,Odmieniec”.
,Namalujmy Chopina” to bar-
dzo ciekawy pomyst na spedzenie
wolnego czasu dla najmlodszych.
Jednak w zalozeniu organizatoréw
bylo réwniez wzbudzenie w rodzi-
cach poczucia misji - koniecznosci
prezentowania dzieciom sztuki.
Sztuk wizualnych, muzyki czy tea-
tru, pieknego polskiego dziedzictwa,
wspanialych artystow czy chocby
Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce,
w  ktérym dzigki zaproszeniu
PRCUA happening si¢ odbywat.
Bylo to dla uczestnikéw bardzio cie-
kawe doswiadczenie bez wzgledu na
ich wiek. Najmlodsi mieli tez okazje
spotkac artystow, ktdrzy zajmujq sie
sztuka na codzien i przez cale zycie.
Mogli przekonac sie, ze sztuka moze
by¢ alternatywa dla gier w telefonie
komoérkowym czy komputerze i, ze
w zyciu wazna jest pasja. Pasja, ktora
czasem moze przerodzi¢ sie
w zawdd, jak w przypadku Grazyny
Auguscik czy autorki ksiazki o Cho-
pinie Anny Mycek-Wodecki.
Oprawe muzyczna happeningu
,Namalujmy Chopina” przygotow-
ali uczniowie Akademii Paderewski
Symphony Orchestra. W trakcie kon-

Y

Chopinowskie inspiracje

certu wystapit tez Kamil Urbanski.

Impreza odbyta sie¢ dzieki pa-
tronatowi Zjednoczenia Polskiego
Rzymsko-Katolickiego w Ameryce,
a uczestniczacy w niej rodzice mieli
okazje zapoznac si¢ z oferta PRCUA.

Bylo dla nas wielka radoscia
gosci¢ w progach PRCUA i Muzeum
Polskiego w Ameryce wspaniatych,
mtodych artystow, ktérzy wzieli
udziat w happeningu muzyczno-
malarskim ,, Painting Chopin” 2020!
Dzigkujemy organizatorom: ,Fun-
dacji Sounds and Notes”, pani
Grazynie Auguscik, Patricia Art Stu-
dio i Patricji Stepniak za zaproszenie
do projektu, Akademii PaSO
Za oprawe muzyczng i pani Annie
Mycek-Wodecki za zapoznanie nas
z niezwykla ksiazka "Outsider” czyli
»,Odmieniec". To bylo fantastyczne
przedpotudnie pelne inspiragji i nie-
zapomnianych wrazen. Do zobacze-
nia za rok!

L]

Anna Mycek-Wodecki - autorka
ksiazki ,,Odmieniec”
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LIFE INSURANCE
WHOLE, TERM & FINAL EXPENSE

SAVE 10% wit THe FAMILY PLUS SPECIAL

OFFER  p1 ANNUITIES
EXTEND NON-QUALIFIED & IRAS
3.75% APY ELITE SERIES (3 YEAR GUARANTEE)

OFFER NOW AVAILABLE THROUGH JULY 15, 2020

Protecting L\-&t thrd'ugh all its stages!

MEMBER BENEFITS

POLISH LANGUAGE & DANCE SCHOOLS
SCHOLARSHIPS & EDUCATIONAL LOANS
SPORTS TOURNAMENTS

CULTURAL EVENTS

NAROD POLSKI & OTHER PUBLICATIONS
PERKSPOT & PRESCRIPTION DISCOUNTS
AND MUCH MORE!
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