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It came upon the midnight clear,

That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth

To touch their harps of gold:

From heaven’s all gracious King.”
The world in solemn stillness lay,

To hear the angels sing.

This simple message of Christmas, taken from the first verse of
“It came upon a midnight clear,” first appearing in 1849, reminds
us of the reason for this Holy Season. It is His peace that we so
desperately seek and need in this time of continuing uncertainty,
for He is the Prince of Peace! Thus, it is my prayer for all of you
that the Newborn Savior bring His peace into your hearts, home,

“Peace on the earth, good will to men, | and our world this Christmas and in each day of the New Year.

A very Merry and Peaceful Christmas to All!

Wesolych i spokojnych Swigt Bozego Narodzenia
i blogostawionego roku 2022/
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Very Rev. Canon Walter J. Ptak
National Chaplain
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CHICAGO, IL - PRCUA OPLATEK on Sat.,, Dec. 4 at
Polish Highlanders Banquet Hall, 4808 S.Archer Ave., Chicago,
IL. See details on pg. 4

5 WYANDOTTE, Ml - PRCUA SOCIETY #162 KIDS
DRIVE-THRU CHRISTMAS PARTY on Sun., Dec.5 from

I p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at PRCU #162 Lodge Parking Lot, 1430 Oak St.,
Wyandotte, M. Post cards will be sent out with all the details for So-

ciety #162 members 10 and under. For more information, contact
Mary Ann Davis at 734-341-2242.

6 ST.NICHOLAS DAY

11 WYANDOTTE, Ml - PRCUA SOCIETY #162 POLKA

CHRISTMAS NIGHT on Sat., Dec. | | from 6 pm.to || p.m.

at PRCU #162 Lodge, 1430 Oak St.,Wyandotte, MI. For additional in-
formation, see pg. |5 or contact Stan Pasko at 313-815-5230.

19 WARREN MI - DETROIT LIONS SECOND ANNUAL
POLISH HERITAGE DAY on Sun., December 19 at | p.m,,

coordinated by the St. John Paul Il Society #1593.The Detroit Lions
will play the Arizona Cardinals. See addtional information on pg. 12.
WYANDOTTE, MI - PRCUA SOCIETY #162 GENERAL
MEETING AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS on Sun., Dec. 19 at
| p.m. at PRCU #162 Lodge, 1430 Oak St.,Wyandotte, MI.

23 PRCUA OFFICEWILL BE CLOSED

24 CHRISTMAS EVE - PRCUA OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED

25 CHRISTMAS

31 NEW YEAR’S EVE - PRCUA OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED

JANUARY

1 NEWYEAR’S DAY

8 STERLING HTS., Ml - ZAJACZEK DANCE ENSEM-

BLE GRADUATION PRESENTATION BALL on Sat,,

Jan. 8, at Century Banquet Center, 33204 Maple Lane, Sterling Hts., M.

Doors open at 6 p.m., program at 6:30 p.m., dinner at 6:45 p.m. For

more information, contact Colleen Bonkowski at zajaczekdance@
yahoo.com.

19 WARREN MI - ST. RITA #1368 ELECTION OF OF-

FICERS AND GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING on

Wed,, Jan 19, at 7 p.m. at Metro Bar & Grill, 30860 Ryan Rd, Warren,

MI. Anyone interested in becoming officer or coming to meeting,
please call Mike Ozog at 248-943-9687 (mozog69@gmail.com).

22 HICKORY HILLS, IL - WESOLY LUD POLISH FOLK

DANCE CO. 45TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER DANCE

& SHOW on Sat,, Jan. 22, at 7 p.m. at Camelot Banquets, 8624 95th
St., Hickory Hills, IL. See pg. 4 for more details.

For updates on any of the PRCUA events, please con-
tact your local PRCUA districts, societies and schools,
and check Nardod Polski, PRCUA social media
platforms and www.prcua.org.

Polish Roman Catholic Union
of America
Operating Results for the Quarter
Ending September 30, 2021

Sept. 30, 2021 Sept. 30, 2020
INCOME:
Life and Annuity Sales 29,619,888 12,020,578
Investment Income 7,709,438 7,226,663
Other Income 167,070 193,354
Total Income 37,496,396 19,440,596
EXPENSES:
Life and Annuity 32,704,417 14,969,301
General Expenses 3,965,502 4,205,559
Insurance Fees 179,252 344,821
Total Expenses 36,849,171 19,519,681
Net Operating Icome 647,225 (79,085)
Dividends to Members (deduct) 113,896 (113,829)
Net Capital Gain (loss) 1,220 (18,147)
Net Income (loss) 534,549 (211,060)
SURPLUS ACCOUNT
Beginning Bal-Dec.31, prior year 10,056,718 11,043,206
Net Income (-loss) 534,549 (211,060)
Change in Reserves 7,110 (66,496)
Ending Balance
as of Statement Date 10,598,377 10,765,650

Go GREEN! GoipAPERIESS!

Subscribe to the digital NAROD POLSKI
and get PRCUA news conveniently
delivered to your inbox every month!

Contact marketing@prcua.org
with your request (email address required)
and get your subscription in a

SAFE, FREE & GREEN way!

The LEADERS OF THE POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION OF
AMERICA column will be continued in the
future editions of the NAROD POLSKI
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SAVE 10% when you purchase
$5000 < $10000 « $25000 < $50,000

or greater

PRCUALék Single Pay Whole Life Insurance

Available for little ones age 2 weeks to |5 years and 5 months.
Applicants will receive a free gift and a chance to WIN one of
three Grand Prizes. Applications with face amounts of $25000 or
more will receive 2 raffle tickets per application! The Grand Prize
drawing will take place February 15, 2022. Winners will be
announced in the March 2022 Naréd Polski and on PRCUA.org.

Call for details or visit PRCUA.org

(773) 782-2642

Michael Dziadkowiec
Sales Coordinator

(773) 782-2644

Marge Grzeszczuk
Sales Associate

N\ *

Secty & Protection!

through
January 31, 2022

Highlights of the
Single Pay Whole Life

Insurance Plan

@ One payment for a
lifetime of security for
your loved one

& Builds cash value
@ Dividend participating

9 Eligibility for membership
benefits such as
educational scholarships
& sports tournaments

Sample Rates for Females
$5,000 $10,000 $25,000

$50,000

$661.95  $1,09890  $2,409.75  $4,594.50

5 $72842  $1,231.83  $2,742.08  $5,259.15 5
10 $806.63  $1,38825  $3,133.13  $6,041.25 10
I5 $896.99  $1,56897  $3,584.93  $6,944.85

$5,000

$717.84
$792.77
$881.06
$981.86

Sample Rates for Males
$10,000 $25,000

$50,000

$1,210.68
$1,360.53
$1,537.11
$1,738.71

$2,689.20
$3,063.83
$3,505.28
$4,009.28

$5,153.40
$5,902.65
$6,785.55
$7,793.55

All applications for the PRCUAL\‘#- 2021 Christmas Special are subject to underwriting and must be postmarked by January 31, 2022

PoLISH ROMAN CATHoOLIC UNION OF AMERICA | (800) 772-8632 | PRCUA.ORG

202112-EN-CS-NP
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ING'SOON
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v Coverage minimum $5,000+
v Plan issue ages 0 to 65

v Payments end at age 70

v Builds cash value

v Dividend participating*

v’ Guaranteed premium rates
v Guaranteed lifetime coverage**
v Benefits are paid tax-free to beneficiaries

v Reduce your financial obligation at refirement age

7o preuALy)
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the WESOLY LUD

Polish Folk Dance Company

of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

cordially invites you to attend its

45t ANNIVERSARY.
DINNER DANCE & SHOW

Camelot Banquets
8624 W. 95th St, Hickory Hills, IL 60457

Saturday, January 22, 2022

Dinner 7:30 PM
Donation $45.00 (children 3-8 $22.50)

Entrance 7:00 PM

CASH BAR

RSVP by January 12, 2022

KOSCIUSZKO
FOUNDATION
SCHOLARSHIPS

Kosciuszko Foundation Tuition
Scholarships support American stu-
dents of Polish descent for graduate
level studies, such as masters and

Ph.D. studies, at colleges and univer-
sities in the United States. Scholar-
ships ranging from $1,000 to $7,000
are awarded on a competitive basis
for one academic year. Funding is for
full-time studies. Scholarships are for
the Fall 2022-Spring 2023 academic
year.

All fields and majors are eligi-
ble for scholarship funding.

Deadline for application and

supporting materials - January 31,
2022

ELIGIBILITY: United States cit-
izens and permanent residents
(green card holders) of Polish des-
cent who are beginning or continu-
ing their graduate studies and who
have a minimum GPA of 3.0.
Scholarships are awarded for full-
time studies only. Only one member
per immediate family may receive a

tuition scholarship during any given
academic year. Applicants may re-
apply, however, scholarship re-
newals are not guaranteed. Awards
are limited to only two tuition
scholarships per individual during
the period of his/her studies.

For additional information, con-
tact: tuitionscholarships@thekf.org.
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”THE NEXST ] E Tﬂ*THING"-'

10-Year RenewablelevelTarm! Insurance |

(minimum face amount $25K) |
For'detaits contact the PRCUA Sales Department

— OFFER —

EXTENDED! TAGE ATES

TAKE ADVAEN T RATES

WHILE THEY LAST!

ELITEY [8 YEAR]

-n—.__‘_‘_

PRCUALs&é\

2021 ANNUITY SERIES

To

APY

LY

STARY [5 vEar]

3.00%

APY
EDGE+ [3 YEAR]

2.507%

APY
1 YEAR GUARANTEE
MIN. GUAR. 2.00%

MINIMUM DEPOSIT
=500

v/ EARN MORE MONEY

v/ LOWER your INCOME TAX BILL

v/ BOOST your RETIREMENT INCOME
v J0IN PReUALife

by opening a new PRCUALife Annuity
or transferring your existing occount

For more information:

(800) 772-8632
PRCUA.ORG

202106 EXT-ESE-AN EN-NP

Financial security for your family
if the unexpected happens...

2106-MP-IFR-EM

$ 11 per month*

*20 yr. Renewable Level Term life insurance for $100,000
female (30 years old, non-tobacco, preferred rate)

(800) 772-8632 | PRCUA.ORG

et e
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hosted by
District 8

aof the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

Saturday, December 4, 2021

Polish Highlanders Banquet Hall, 4808 5. Archer Ave.,, Chicago, IL
Doars open at 6:00 p.n., Artistic Program at 7:00 p.n., Dinner to follow
Visit by Santa at 9:00 p..

Adults $40.00 = Children (3-10) $20.00 = D] » Cash Bar

RSVP by November 29, 2021
Krystyna Lecl (708) 341-6781 or Danielle Kroplewski (312) 718-0169

1202 Jaquiadag
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PRCUA ChristmasjPublications) |

L y _______-__-_-_-_-_-_-_-‘| Christman Caroly l
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3 Polish Chiisoma®
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"$2 shipping
& . for one
'_'. 31 each add'{
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| Carol Brﬁcﬁ ufe

' Christmas Books - —1 | FREEupto10

FREE with $3 shipping for one-$1 each add'l

|

J oold! s R .
New/ B Now/Available!| PRCUA\CALENDAR; o
Now/Avaiie LRSI & WHITE
POLIEH A AMSICAH & BLUE
r'adih
. OVER
THE EAR
£ ADJUSTABLE .
PADEREWSK] PRCUA
ROOM Face Masks
e VR e | $10
each
J o i il g Fbr-r_rsi'-:lr h:-:_rt,'ﬂri_l.t_ﬁunLlé UNIGH 1.:-! {m:mca Shrﬂﬁfﬂg
$3 Euch Prus sz Shl P h ""hﬁ'r% ;rzrfnu Pmsl;.l[ RzymaSwo-KATOUCKIE W AMERYCE up e
e pp‘mg eac BLUE 5 masks

ar

FREE OF CHARGE TO PRCUA MEMBERS!
— with free shipping up to 5 copies —

$3 shipping for one-$1 each add'l

To order, contact the PRCUA Marketing Department with your order information: (773) 782-2630 - or — marketing@prcua.org — oR -
pay online at PRCUA.org (scroll down on main page) - or — complete the form below and mail (with your check payable to PRCUA) to:

PRCUA Marketing Dept., 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642 E

ITEM DESCRIPTION PRICE QUANTITY i o IPPING e TOTAL
2022 PRCUA CALENDAR EREE + FREE SHIPPING 5.5
POLISH AND AMERICAN TREASURES OF NATURE , UPTOS ,

. $2 FOR FIRST ORNAMENT
SZOPKA CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT $2 EACH X + Tt ADD L ORMAMENT =
POLISH CHRISTMAS ORNAMENTS: FREE . .-
A DO-IT-YOURSELF GUIDE ACTIVITY BOOK , $3 FOR FIRST -
POLISH CHRISTMAS CUSTOMS, CAROLS & CUISINE FREE L CHRISTMASBOOK "1
BOOK - $1EACHFORANY ADDL |
BIRTH OF JESUS CHRISTMAS BOOK  —
CHRISTMAS COLORING BOOK FREE 5 =
POLISH & ENGLISH CHRISTMAS CAROLS EREE + FREE SHIPPING Al
BROCHURE l UP TO 10 e
THE PADEREWSKI ROOM $3EACH X . $3FORFIRSTBOOK L
OF THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA BOOK : . $1EACHADD'LBOOK
SHARING OUR BEST - FAVORITE RECIPES OF PRCUA MEMBERS : | il
130™ PRCUA ANNIVERSARY COOKBOOK $15 EACH X . ¥ $2 EACH e
PRCUALife FACE MASKS ' RED > : FREE SHIPPING —
BLUE or RED, WHITE & BLUE $10 EACH X ”@ @”‘) ¥ UP TO 5 MASKS =

TOTAL AMOUNT
ENCLOSED

MNAME
ADDRESS
ciY STATE T
PHOME EMAIL 202112-ORDFRM-NP




EMPLOYEE APPRECIATION DAY AT PRCUA

HOME OFFICE

PRCUA staff and the Executive Committee
celebrated an annual employee Appreciation Day
on Friday, October 31 with a lunch and entertain-
ment featuring a magic show.

President Robaczewski welcomed everyone
on behalf of the Executive Committee and thanked
the employees for their hard work and effort
throughout the year. He also remarked that even
though Employee Appreciation Day is officially
observed on the first Friday in March, the PRCUA

Home Office celebrations were moved to October
because March is a very busy month for the
PRCUA with the observance of Pulaski Day, St.
Patrick’s Day, St. Joseph’s Day and sometimes
Easter.

This Home Office annual event is also a per-
fect opportunity to recognize those employees
who have reached significant milestones with the
PRCUA. This year, three employees were ac-
knowledged: Claudine Wicker from the Treasury

icker (I), 30-year PRCUA employee Kevin Ryba (c), and 5-year PR

Department who celebrated her 40th anniversary;
Kevin Ryba, the head of the IT Department, who
celebrated his 30th anniversary; and Mateusz
Bomba, who currently works in the New Business
Department and celebrated his 5th anniversary
with the PRCUA.

Congratulations to Claudine, Kevin and Ma-
teusz!

After lunch, which was delivered by the Fat
Shallot food truck catering, the employees were
presented with a very entertaining magic show.
Some of the employees were even able to success-
fully try their magic skills as they assisted the
magician.

CUA employee Mateusz Bomba (r)

Klaudia Grzeszczuk, Judy Hoffman, and Emily and Julie Prado helping with the magic

N
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Welcome to the “most wonder-

ful time of the year!” Although it
seems that each month has its own
special events, the month of De-
cember seems to gather all the best
of the previous 11 months, wrap it
up with colorful memories and gift
us happiness and cheer to last us
through the next year! The birth of
the Baby Jesus not only places
Christmas front and center, but sea-
sons it with the hope of a healthier,
joyful and happier tomorrow.

Decorating for the Christmas
season in our house begins with a
gift of a fresh evergreen wreath for
our front door. It's a “tradition” from
my forever friend, Gosia Niemiec.
Every time the front door opens, the
scent of fresh pine fills the air and is
a gentle reminder to slow down,
enjoy the season and be in the mo-
ment. The reason for the season is
truly powerful and contagious in the
best way possible. Let’s keep the
feeling in our hearts every day of the
coming year.

It seems that the “new normal”
is moving right along and assuming
its place with the many events
planned and those realized. Take
November, for example, from the
get-go, it “served” another dynamic
PRCUA Volleyball Tournament, this
year hosted by District 8 with its Na-
tional Directors, Mirek Cislo and Liz
Dynowski, at the helm. 56 players
and 15 teams from Michigan, North
Carolina and Illinois came “stressed,
blessed and volleyball obsessed.”
Romeoville, Illinois was the place to
be on November 5-6. Check out the
details and photos of the teams and
champions on p. 10-11. I want to

LRl
Misia Jaminski and
Deanna Kujawski
at the volleyball

tournament

Mirek Cislo and
Liz Dynowski with
Jim Robaczewski
in the background

The Open Door
Otwarte Drzwi

Micheline “Misia” Jaminski
Vice President | wiceprezes
micheline-jaminski@prcua.org
—————

thank Deann Kujawski from St.
Rita’s Society for suggesting PRCUA
Volleyball Tournaments in 2015, or-
ganizing the first one and attending
all since.

Meanwhile in Westland, Michi-
gan, the PRCUA Tatry Dancers (Gail
Esker, School Director; Karen Lubi-
arz, Dance Instructor) held their
Graduate Presentation Ball honoring
2021 and 2022 graduates: Elise Lubi-
arz, Erin Delcotto, Leah Esker and
Joseph O’Neill. National Director (D-
10) Colleen Bonkowski attended the
event on behalf of the Executive Of-
ficers of the PRCUA. Also attending
were past PRCUA Presidents Wal-
lace M. Ozog and Joseph A. Drobot
Jr. with their lovely spouses. Con-
gratulates to the graduates and wish-
ing you a successful future!

On November 7, while President Ro-
baczewski attended the Polish Amer-
ican Congress — Wisconsin Division
celebration of POLISH INDEPEND-
ENCE DAY/VETERANS DAY

LUNCHEON at the Polish Center of
Wisconsin, in Franklin, Wisconsin,

Secretary-Treasurer Agnieszka Bas-
trzyk led the PRCUA athletes at the
Polish Independence 10K/5K Run/
Walk 2021 at Montrose Harbor in
Chicago.

The 2021 PRCUA Michigan Cul-
tural Workshop was also held on
Sunday, November 7. There were
over 100 participants at the PRCUA
162 Hall in Wyandotte, Michigan.
Coordinating the event was Tommy
Lisiecki, choreographer and dance
instructor of the PRCUA Halka
Dancers and Zakopane Dance En-
semble as well as past National Di-
rector (D-10), together with many of
the Michigan school directors. The 4
classes that were offered were
COOKING (pierogi making taught
by Lisa Brandt from the Rogalin
Dancers), CRAFTS (Paper poppies
with Jessica Wendt from Gwiazda
Dancers), LANGUAGE (bilingual
bingo with Kristi Mihalic from the
Wieliczka Dancers), DANCE taught

gmmeey DY Donna Skurski
"1 from the Opole
Dancers. A con-
tinental breakfast
and lunch were ar-
ranged by Laura
Hejza from the
Halka Dancers and
. Maria Jalkiewicz
i from the Polskie
Maki Dancers was
in charge of regis-
tration and sign in.
Congratulations on
your successful ef-
forts and to all par-
ticipants!  Details
and photos will be
in an upcoming
issue of the Nardd

| Polski.
Consul General
Matgorzata  Bak-

Guzik hosted a re-
ception at  the
Consulate General
of the Republic of
Poland in Chicago

PRCUA participants of the 10K/5K Independence Run/Walk

on November 10
celebrating  the
103rd Anniver-
sary of Polish In-
dependence Day.
The program was
both patriotic and
artistic with
speeches and
awards of distinc-
tion presented to
those who served
in the Polish
armed forces. The exquisite balance
of classical and traditional music
performed by the extraordinary ta-
lents of pianist Maralgua Darjas and
soprano Kasia Dorula enhanced the
Polish spirit of those present. Bravo!
Bravissimo! Attending the event on
behalf of the PRCUA was President
and Mrs. Robaczewski, Richard and
me.

Maria Konopnicka Polish School
hosted a singing contest on Friday
November 12 in honor of Polish In-
dependence Day (11/11). It was held
at the school’s new location, St. Ger-
ald’s School in Oak Lawn, Illinois.
The Polish National Anthem sung “a
capella” was the “star” of the even-
ing and the criteria was more than
just knowing the words, but also
stance, dress, and musicality. Each
grade of classes performed to the
best of their ability and it was a mag-
nificent effort on the part of the stu-
dents as well as the teacher. The
program was conducted by teacher
Urszula  Jaronczyk.  Principal
Elzbieta Zeglen together with the
School Board President Danielle
Kroplewski and Vice President
Joanna Niedzielski extended an invi-
tation for me to serve as one of the
judges which was a great honor for
me. Richard served as the sound
engineer. As a product of the Sat-
urday Polish School system, it was a
trip down memory lane — albeit, Po-
lish school was different in my day.
My classes were an hour of each: lan-
guage, singing and dancing every
Saturday afternoon from noon to 3
p-m. What hasn’t changed was the
importance of learning Polish songs,
especially the Polish anthem, a sym-
bol of patriotic pride. Back to the
contest, it was a very difficult deci-
sion as all the students gave it their
best shot, but here are the winners:
First Grade/Class A - Teresa
Kaczmarzyk, teacher; Fourth
Grade/Class A - Anna Szczech,
teacher; High School Freshmen Class



Mr. and Mrs. Dariusz Winski

- Katarzyna Ziemianin, teacher; hon-
orable mention to the High School
Sophomore Class (2LO) - Jan
Oprzedek, teacher. Congratulations
and thank you for this opportunity to
be with you.

The 2021 wedding season for the
Jaminski’s came to a close as Wesoty
Lud alumna Ursula Marszalik and
Dariusz Winski said “I DO” at Our
Lady Mother of the Church in Wil-
low Springs, IL. Although the brisk
weather on the 13th day of No-
vember gave pause, the love of these
newlyweds warmed those present.
The reception was held at Belvedere
Chateau in Palos Hills, IL, where in
the company of many dear friends,
Richard and I enjoyed the festivities.
The bride’s twin sister, Monica,
shared some secrets during her
maid-of-honor speech and gave
some sound advice to her “younger”
sister (“every minute counts”). Four
alumni couples from Wesoty Lud
performed a Polonaise for the new
Mr. and Mrs. including them and
their parents in the finale. All the
best, Mr. and Mrs. Winski!

The Polonia Ensemble of the
PRCUA participated in the Polish In-
dependence Mass and Program at St.
John Brebeuf Parish in Niles, IL on
November 14.

The Polish Museum of America
hosted several guests during the
month of November including the
Mayor of Chicago and other digni-

__-_'l.l‘,_ L

taries during the Chicago-Warsaw
Sister Cities Committee Polish Her-
itage Breakfast (11/16); representa-
tives of the Polonika Institute from
Poland which commissioned Tytus
Brzozowski to create 12 renderings
of 12 cities in which the Institute as-
sists in the preservation and conser-
vation of art collections; as well as
the painter himself whose exhibit is
on display at the PMA from October
23-December 11, 2021. President Ro-
baczewski attended the Meet and
Greet with the painter on November
12.

The 49th Cinderella-Prince
Charming Ball was held on No-
vember 20, 2021 at Belvedere Cha-
teau, Palos Hills, IL. Established in
1976, the Adult Culture Group of
PRCUA is a credit to Polonia for its
dedication to young adults as well as
to multi-generations of its member-
ship. This year, 22 young adults
(high school age) were presented by
their parents and each had the op-
portunity to be selected Cinderella,
Prince Charming or Runner-ups, as
the selection is by lottery. An abso-
lutely stunning waltz choreographed
by the incomparable Richard Ja-
minski was perfectly executed and it
seemed the dancers were floating in
the clouds. It was truly a work of art.
Among the many dignitaries attend-
ing this event: Consul Agata Gro-
chowska from the Polish Consulate
in Chicago; Most Rev. Andrew P.
Wypych, Auxiliary Bishop of Chi-
cago — Vicariate 5; Kathy Lesny-
Evans, President of the Legion of
Young Polish Women; Matgorzata
Kot, Managing Director of the Polish
Museum of America; Jolanta Wis-
nicka, Branch Manager of the PSFCU
as well as Board Member Bogdan
Ogorek and his wife, Katarzyna; and
from the PRCUA, President and Mrs.
James Robaczewski; Sec-Treas. Ag-
nieszka and Daniel Bastrzyk; Na-
tional Directors: Andrew Lech (D-6),
Ewa Cholewinski (D-7), Liz Dy-
nowski and Mirek Cislo (D-8), Beth
Sadus (D-9); and of course, yours
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Polonia Ensemble at St. John Brebeuf Parish in Niles, IL

truly with my multi-talented hus-
band, Richard. Congratulations to all
who made this another enchanting
evening — candidates, Adult Culture
Group members with Edward Mus-
zalski at the helm, and the guests.
Photos and details will be provided
in an upcoming issue of the Narod
Polski, but in the meantime, permit
me to introduce 2022 Cinderella Na-
talia Bafia, Prince Charming Marcel
Duda, and Runners-up Weronika
Kaczmarczyk and Jakub Niedzielski.

Thanksgiving came upon us as it
usually does on the fourth Thursday
of November and yet, I feel it caught
us by surprise. I believe this is one of
the aftermaths of the pandemic —
with all events cancelled or post-
poned in 2020, 2021 tried to catch up
quickly and so are many of us. I do
have an excuse this year, as Richard
and I had a guest from Poznan, Po-
land during Thanksgiving — Piotr
Kulka - his paternal grandmother
and my maternal grandfather were
siblings. Piotr is also the Artistic Di-
rector and Choreographer of the
Wielkopolanie Polish Folk Song and
Dance Ensemble in his home city.
While in our town,
he choreographed a
suite for Wesoly
Lud, for which we
are grateful. Piotr
came at the invita-
tion of the Polish
Folk Dance Associa-
tion of the Americas
in cooperation with
a grant from Sto-
warzyszenie Wspol-
nota Polska to host a
three day workshop

PRCUA Choreographers from Wielkopolska Workshop
with Piotr Kulka in Milwaukee, Wisconsin

2022 Cinderella Natalia Bafia and
Prince Charming Marcel Duda

hosted by our friends, the Syrena
Polish Folk Dance Ensemble (Duane
Tomka, Artistic Director and Chore-
ographer). Attending the workshop
from the PRCUA Choreographers
were Richard Jaminski (who was
Piotr’s accompanist, translator and
chauffeur), Konrad Bialas, Michael
Dziadkowiec, Dominika Gorni-
kowski, Danielle and Emilia Kro-
plewski, Jakub Niedzielski, Basia
and Nicholas Nowakowski, and
Emilia and Conrad Wiecek.

(continued on pg. 13)

51

on the sub-regions
of  Wielkopolska
(Macro or Greater
Poland ethno-
graphic region of
Poland). The work-
shop was held from
November 26
through 28 in Mil-
waukee, WI and

Piotr Kulka with Wesoty Lud
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4* PRCUA NATIONAL
VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

Hosted by District 8

By Myron ‘Mirek” Cislo

On the first beautiful sunny
weekend of November 2021, PRCUA
District 8 hosted the 4th National
Volleyball tournament at the Edward
Hospital Athletic and Event Center in
Romeoville, IL. The Chairpersons for
this event were Elizabeth Dynowski
and Myron Cislo. 56 participants
took the court with a total of 15
teams in all three divisions (Co-ed,
Women and Men). The tournament
would not have been possible with-
out the support and hard work of
our District 8 organizing committee
and volunteers. Special thank you to
our District President James Rustik
and Vice President Krystyna Lech,
Secretary Danielle Kroplewski,
Treasurer Michael Dziadkowiec,
Vice President of PRCUA Micheline
Jaminski and our loyal volunteers
Janina Wargacki, Elizabeth Wargacki
Cislo, Joanna Niedzielski, Richard Ja-
minski, Edward Muszalski and
Walter Dynowski. This tournament
also owes a big thank you to our
head referee Mark Antkiewicz, for
his services in securing other referees
and his knowledge of the games.
Speaking of the game and brackets, a
special thank you to Valerie Brumm,
Director of District 10, and her hus-
band for their time and patience
crafting our brackets for this tourna-
ment and giving us some pointers.

The competition was intense and

Magdalena Truta
singing national
anthems

the gamesmanship was fair and fun.
The tournament began with a Friday
evening Coed play followed by the
Saturday Women’s and Men’s play.
The tournament ended Saturday af-
ternoon and all participants gathered
for a wonderful Awards Banquet
that evening at Q Bar in Darien, IL.
In addition to all the volleyball
players and PRCUA District 8
members, other guests and sup-
porters at the awards banquet in-
cluded President James Robaczewski
and his wife Elaine, Vice President
Micheline Jaminski and her husband
Richard, Secretary-Treasurer Ag-
nieszka Bastrzyk and her family, past
Vice President, Anna Sokolowska;
PRCUA Fraternal coordinator - Con-
rad Wiecek; PRCUA Marketing Di-
rector Elzbieta Sawczuk, PRCUA
Sales Director Mike Dziadkowiec.
PRCUA District 7 National Director
Joanna Ewa Cholewinski and District
9 National Director Elizabeth Sadus,
along with District 10 National Di-
rector Valerie Brumm, whose teams
came to win!

After dinner, awards were an-
nounced by National Vice President
Micheline Jaminski and presented by
District 8 National Directors Myron
Cislo and Elizabeth Dynowski. The
following winners were recognized:
Coed Division Champions: St. Rita’s
Block Party (whose MVP was Aaron
Elowski) and St. Rita’s Some Spike It
Hot (MVP Mary Jo Vanderbrink);

Check-in

Women’s Division Champions: St.
Rita’s Balls Up (MVP Amara Kara-
pas) and Men'’s Division Champions:
St. Rita’s Hit Men (MVP Keith Ku-
jawski). Allstars — Coed: John Godin
(St. Rita's Set to Kill), Mary Jo Van-
derbrink (St. Rita Some Spike It Hot),
Eric Wildhirt (The Amigos), Natalia
Hatala (The Slammers), Matthew
Skrzypiec (Polanie Aces), Patty Jo-
hansen (St. Rita’s Hard Hitters), and
Ryan Hatzung (St. Rita’s Block
Party); Women: Adella Houle (St.
Rita’s Dziewczyny), Natalia Bafia
(Lud Ladies), Alexandria Cislo
(Ladies of Polanie), and Jessie San-
chez (St. Rita’s Ball Up); Men: Brian
Brumm (St. Rita’s Chlopaki), Victor
Kuzmiuk (Titans), Dave Wildhirt
(Polanie Pierogi Eaters) and Aaron
Elowsky (St. Rita’s Hit Men). Con-
gratulations to all the champions
which by the way, happen to all be
from Michigan!!

The tournament was a success,
not only on the courts but fraternally.
Thank you to the PRCUA Fraternal
Department Coordinator Conrad
Wiecek for the preliminary prepara-
tions and vetting of players, as well
as to the Marketing staff for promot-
ing the event on PRCUA social
media. We were so pleased to have
several Michigan teams participate
in our tournament and we must say
they were awesome!! It was a blast
hanging out with them and sharing
stories of our love and interest in

Awards Banquet PRCUA and District 8 Officers, Directors and Committee

PRCUA and our Polish heritage.
Also, a shout out to our young adults
(past and present dancers from the
Wesoly Lud Polish Folk Dance Com-
pany, Polanie Dancers, Southwest
Center of Polish Dancing) who par-
ticipated in the tournament. Thank
you for playing and we hope this ex-
perience will show you the benefits
and values of fraternalism and your
PRCUA membership. We encourage
you to continue to be active in the
PRCUA as you are the future of this
organization!

On behalf of Liz Dynowski and
myself, I want to thank everyone for
participating in this Volleyball tour-
nament be it as a player or volunteer
because your presence made the
event a great success!!

God Bless! Bog Zapta¢!

President James Robaczewski addressing
the players




Coed St. Rita's Block Party
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Coed Polanie Aces
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<o Scorekeepers
(1-r):
Krystyna Lech,
Richard Jaminski,
James Rustik,
Andy Sacinski
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NEWS FROM PRCUA
ST. JOHN PAUL I
SOCIETY #1593

By Joanne S. Ozog

International Federal Credit Union Day

PRCUA St. John Paul II Society #1593 from
Warren, MI has been kept quite busy lately partic-
ipating with organizations to celebrate a number
of events. On Thursday, October 21, the Polish-
American Federal Credit Union invited the society
to take part in International Federal Credit Union
Day. The Credit Union gave its members a free
item plus the chance of winning ten $45 gift cards
to the Wawel Restaurant located next door to their
office in Troy, ML

St. John Paul II Society promoted its scholar-
ship raffle and at the same time, promoted
PRCUA by passing out literature on the organiza-
tion, as well as various informative books on Po-
lish legends, costumes and famous Polish people
compiled by the National Home Office.

Thank you is extended to the Credit Union for
inviting us, to PRCUA for their educational book-
lets and to Harry and Judy Burzynski and Mark
and Wally Ozog for volunteering their time.

“t

Ticket sellers a the Polish-American Federal Credit Union

Polish American Heritage Celebration

On Sunday, October 24, the society members
worked with the Detroit Central Citizens Commit-
tee to celebrate “October - Polish American Her-
itage Month”. The purpose of the Detroit Central
Citizens Committee is for all organizations and in-
dividuals to unite and act jointly under its direc-
tion. It also supports and acknowledges the good
works of Polonia’s members in the Detroit area
with a banquet which honors the memory of Gen-
eral Casimir Putaski for his leadership and hero-
ism during the Revolutionary War. Each member
honored receives a medal in appreciation for their
tireless effort to promote their Polish heritage.

The banquet is usually held in October for Pol-
ish American Heritage Month, however, due to the
coronavirus it was not held last year. This year the

Committee members at St. Faustina Hall

Joann and Wallace Ozog
with grandson Ryan

committee decided to replace this annual celebra-
tion with an educational event. Guests had the op-
portunity to learn about Polish history, its culture
and its people. There was a Polish exhibit com-
piled by Joann Ozog and a lollipop game also or-
ganized by Joann. Each guest received three
complimentary chances to win a variety of prizes
donated by PRCUA and the Detroit Lions. Each
prize included an informative book on a Polish
topic (legends, costumes, famous people, includ-
ing St. John Paul II, Paderewski, Kosciuszko, and
Putaski, PRCUA and the PRCUA dance and lan-
guage schools).

Rick Lapham, President of the Detroit Central
Citizens Committee, prepared a list of questions
for a history quiz. Each person who answered the
question correctly received one of many prizes.
The participants were very enthusiastic. Some
knew the answer and those who did not know the
answer received a lesson in Polish history.
Winners of the at-home history quiz contest were
announced. First place winner received $100 and
second place received $50. Several door prize
winners received lottery tickets. PRCUA #1593
member Marcia Lewandowski, with assistance
from Mrs. David Ledwon, was in charge of arrang-
ing a delicious selection of appetizers for all to
enjoy.

The Detroit Central Citizens Committee cele-
brated Polish American Heritage Month much dif-
ferently this year compared to other years. Those
in attendance showed great interest in the exhibit,
the quiz, the lollipop game and at the same time
enjoyed an afternoon of socialization, free food
and free gift items, many of which pertained to
their Polish heritage.

Scholarship Raffle

Because of the coronavirus, many of the activ-
ities and fundraisers of the society have not taken
place. St. John Paul II Society offers scholarships
to its members. Things are slowly getting back to
normal, including students applying for scholar-
ships. Assistance is needed more than ever be-
cause so many businesses were forced to close and
employees lost their jobs.

St. John Paul II Society had a Fall Scholarship
Raffle on Tuesday, November 23. Everyones sup-
port was greatly appreciated.

Polish American Day at the Detroit Lions

Polish American Day at the Detroit Lions will
take place
on Sunday,
December
19 at 1:00
p-m. Spe-
cial ticket
prices are
$39 in sec-
tions 322,
323, 324
and 325
which in-
cludes
ticket to the
game, a Detroit Lions t-shirt and $5 of each ticket
will go back to the PRCUA #1593 Scholarship
Fund.

To purchase tickets, go to https://fevo.me/po-
lishamericanday. For further information, contact
Wally Ozog at 586-519-3775 or wozog@wowway.
com. A perfect gift for the hard to find!

POLISH AMEFICAN D&Y




NEWS FROM PRCUA
PENNSYLVANIA SOCIETIES

#2013 AND #2015

By Joanne Zajac
Former Director of District 3
President/Secretary Society 2013

Hannah Dickinson, daughter of
Julie and Matt Dickinson and sister
of Wyatt Dickinson, all members of
PRCUA Society #2013, has been a
very busy young lady. Hannah was
inducted into the National Junior
Honor Society in April. This honor
was based on scholarship, leader-
ship, service and character A/B
Honor Roll 2020-21. Hannah serves
on Girl Scouts of Southeast Florida’s
CEO Adyvisory Board. She was also
invited and attended Cookies for the
Military packing event for forgotten
soldiers, donating 283 boxes of
cookies.

Hannah also particpated and do-
nated 41 pounds of food to Feeding
Florida Together. She particpated in
the BEE Kind 5K. Hannah took part
in St. Maximillian Kolbe Respect Life
Ministry where she collected and do-
nated to their Baby Infant Supply
Drive. She was invited and attended
Path to Independence with the
Equine Therapy Organization. Han-
nah is an invited scholar to the Junior
National Young Leaders Conference
in Washington D.C.

In her spare time, Hannah plays
for the North Port U14 Softball team
and is working as a babysitter and
dog walker within her community.

Wyatt Dickinson, the son of Matt
and Julie Dickinson and the brother
of Hannabh, is a busy guy himself.

Hannah (r) with Glrl Scout S.FL CEO

Wyatt is a crossover cubscout
from Troop 220 to officially a boy
scout since February 2021. Wyatt
took part in ATA Black Belt Testing
in April 2021 where he earned his
first degree blackbelt. He was on the
Principal’s Honor Roll for 2020-21.

Wyatt was awarded Leader in
Me for “Spending time on things that
are most important. I say no to things
I know I should not do. I set prior-
ities, make a schedule and follow my
plan. I am disciplined and organ-
ized”. In June, he attended Rainey
Mountain Boy Scout Camp in Geor-
gia. In November 2021, Wyatt will be
taking part as a member of the San
Diego 3 Day Susan B. Komen Youth
Corp.

Whyatt participated in the Space
Coast Rumble Karate Tournament in
Melbourne, FL placing 2nd in spar-
ring and 3rd in form. In September,
Wyatt was part of the Court of Honor
Troop 220, earning 3 merit badges.

In his spare time, Wyatt is work-
ing as a landscaping assistant.

Family and friends are so im-
pressed with these two young ones
and wish them continued success
throughout the coming year.

‘Fc- L\‘
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Wyatt earnig rank to Boy Scouts

Melissa, daughter of Walter and
Michelle Schultz and sister to Kelsey,
niece and cousin to the Dickinsons
and Nicholas Schultz family, was
awarded a partial scholarship for the
current school year to St. Chris-
topher’s Parish School in the north-
east part of Philadelphia.

Keep up the good work Melissa;
we are all proud of you.

Melissa Schultz presenting her awards

Meanwhile, another cousin and
Society #2015 member, Jude Mat-
thew Tomaszewski-Finizio, was
named to the All Catholic Baseball
Team for 2020-2021 by the Philadel-
phia Catholic League.

Jude is a senior at St. Joseph’s
Preparatory School in Philadelphia
and resides in Delran, N.J. with his
parents Mary Beth and Dennis. He is
the grandson of Helena and Michael
Tomaszewski of Burlington, N.].

Congratulations Jude. We look
forward to seeing your name in the
headlines in the years to come. We
are all so proud of you. Your entire
family as well as your fraternal
family wish you well!

Jude Matthew Tomasiewski-Finizio

THE OPEN DOOR (cont. from pg. 9)
Jeanne Ryjewski, sister of former
PRCUA First Lady Loretta Dykla
who passed away at age 97 on No-
vember 7, and to PRCUA Controller
Emily Kurda, whose mother Anna
Lizak, passed away on Tuesday, No-
vember 23 in Poland.

Speedy recovery to my dear
friend Evelyn Cedzidlo and past Na-
tional Director (D-7) Robert Bu-
gielski.

Best wishes to all those celebrat-
ing December birthdays and anni-
versaries,  especially = Danielle
Kroplewski (12/4), Renee Kro-
plewski and Dr. Katarzyna Rogala-
Jacher (12/5); my Chief of Staff and
Fraternal Department Coordinator,
Conrad Wiecek (12/15); first birthday
of District 7 Director Anna Kry-
sinski’s grandson Lucas Montgom-
ery (12/19); past PRCUA President
Joseph A. Drobot Jr. (12/20); Market-
ing Associate Anne Moschopoulus
and Paul Pazdziora (12/26) and
Gosia  Nie- [
miec (12/31).
30th wedding
anniversary
wishes to Mr.
and Mrs.
Kelly and
Duane Mali-
nowski
(11/23).

Congratulations to National Di-
rector (D-6) Andrew and Patricia
Lech on the birth of their third
daughter, Juliette Patricia, on Oc-
tober 29, 2021. Sisters Adeline and
Sophie happily welcomed their new
little sister with open arms. It seems
that Andrew and Patty are following
the footsteps of both sides of the
family — Danielle and Robert Kro-
plewski first welcomed three lovely
daughters and then three handsome
sons, and Patty’s parents had three
lovely daughters. Time will tell what
the future holds for you — in the
meantime, enjoy your precious little
girls! Congratulations to the grand-
parents as well — past National Di-
rector (D-8) Krystyna and Tadeusz
Lech and Ursula and Christopher
Zupnik.

Kelly and Duane
Malinowski

We wish you a Merry Christmas!

We wish you a Merry Christmas!

We wish you a Merry Christmas
and a Happy New Year!
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LIVING CRECHES
STRESS TRUE
MEANING OF
CHRISTMAS

Robert Strybel, Warsaw Correspondent

WARSAW - If you visited a shopping mall
here in Warsaw or in Krakow, Poznan, Gdansk,
Biatystok Katowice, Lublin or other Polish cities
around this time of year, you'd feel right at home.
Multicolored lights and shimmering decorations
surround the loads of seductive specials, discounts
and sales promotions at every step of the way.

Over the loudspeakers you'd hear Jingle Bells,
White Christmas, Let it Snow, Last Christmas I Gave
You My Heart, and those eternal chestnuts roasting
in an open fire. There are stars, elves, snowmen,
reindeer and kids queuing to tell that white-nylon-
bearded ho-ho-ho character what they want for
Christmas.

Green-clad elves and Santa’s girl helper Snie-
zynka (Miss Snowflake) are on hand to pass out
sweets to the kiddies. But despite all the hoopla,
razzle-dazzle and commercial overkill, one can
still find a touch of peaceful, low-key authenticity
as personified by the living Christmas crib.

Live nativity scenes featuring parish volun-
teers and real barnyard animals have been gro-
wing in popularity across Poland in recent
decades. Usually set up on parish grounds, they
combine the miraculous story of Jesus” birth with
the attraction of a petting zoo.

Such living tableaux are eagerly visited by
families with children during the holiday season.
They first open after Midnight Mass on Christmas
Eve and run until Candlemas (February 2nd), the
official end of Poland’s Christmas season. Families
come to the Pasterka (Shepherds Mass) which still
begins at midnight after their celebration of Wi-
gilia, said to be the most Polish day of the year.
Kids have already received their presents after the
meal, so they are no longer distracted by what
they will get.

Beyond the donkey, sheep and cattle recorded
in the New Testament, the living Christmas cribs
sometimes include a llama, Shetland pony, guinea
pigs and poultry. The most impressive presenta-
tion is found at the Marian Shrine of the Black Ma-
donna in the southern city of Czestochowa. At
times a young married couple with their babe in
arms portray the Holy Family, but often only a
bundled-up doll symbolizes baby Jesus. Record-
ings of Poland’s age-old koledy (carols) can be
heard in the background, although at times the
parish choir appears to do the honors.

Depending on a given parish’s resources and
decorative skills, the nativity tableaux may be
home-spun and folksy or artistically professional.
But however they are done up, to some degree
they all help offset the commercial (cont. on pg. 21)

HALKA HAPPENINGS

By Laua Hejza

As the Halka
Dancers were pre-
paring to begin
their 53rd school
year, they were
saddened by the
news of the pass-
ing of one of their
parents. Tina Paw-
likowski has been
involved with the
Halka Dancers
since 1999 when
her oldest son Ar-
thur, and daughter
Agatha joined the
group and has continued with son Adam that is
currently in the oldest group. Adam and Tina trav-
eled to Poland in 2018 to be part of the Inter-
national Children’s Dance Festival with the
Halka-Zajaczek group. She will be missed for her
beautiful smile, authentic self, and long-standing
support of our group.

Our school year began on September 11th and
we have been full steam with activity since then
starting with a performance at the St. Thecla Fall
Festival in Clinton Twp. and providing items for
the Michigan Fraternal Alliance annual charity col-
lection.

Polish Heritage Month was kicked off with the
annual Polish Heritage Mass at St. Albertus Parish
on October 3rd, followed by celebrating National
Pierogi Day on October 8th with a performance for
the City of Algonac Polish Dinner, and we also
participated in the halftime performance for the
Detroit City Football Club Polish Heritage Night.

November 7 was the return of the PRCUA
Cultural Workshop where several Halka Dancers
enjoyed the day meeting new friends from other
PRCUA Michigan dance schools and learning
more about their Polish culture.

The last event for November was the generous
collection of non-perishables and monetary dona-
tions to provide gift cards and turkeys for the
Thanksgiving baskets for our home base parish,
Our Lady Queen of Heaven-Good Shepherd.

As we move into December we are not slow-
ing down! The annual Halka pierogi/kietbasa
fundraiser has started and we are set to do a holi-
day performance at a senior living community,
walk in the Royal Oak Jingle Parade on December
11th and perform at Ford Field for the Detroit
Lions Polish Heritage game on December 19th.
Oh, and add our Christmas party in there too!

As you see, the Halka Dancers of Detroit are
highly involved to display their Polish pride and
support the community. Our dancer roster is
closed for this school year, but if you are interested
in joining our group next year, contact Director
Laura Hejza at lhejza@comcast.net.

Adam and Tina Pawlikowski
at 2018 International
Children's Festival in Poland

VFW building and dancerss enjoying dinner
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CHRISTMAS
EVE PIEROGI

Robert Strybel
The Polish Chef

PIEROGI DOUGH (ciasto na pierogi):
1. Sift 2-1/4 to 2-1/2 c flour onto bread
board. Sprinkle with 1/2 t salt. De-
posit 1 small egg at center and use
knife to mix outlying flour into egg.
Gradually add about 1/2 fairly hot
water in a thin stream and work mix-
ture by hand into a dough, gradually
working in 2 T salad oil. Knead well
until dough is smooth and elastic
and no longer sticks to hand. On
lightly floured board, roll out 1/3 of
the dough into a thin layer, leaving
the remainder under a warm in-
verted bowl so it doesn't dry out.
With drinking glass or biscuit cutter
cut dough sheet into rounds. Place a
spoonful of filling just off center of
each dough round, cover filling with
larger dough flap and pinch edges
together to seal. 2. Combine 2 c flour,
1 c dairy sour cream, 1 small egg and
1/2 t salt. Work ingredients together
to form smooth dough and knead
briefly. Roll out and proceed as with
the recipe above.

CHEESE & POTATO PIEROGI (rus-
kie pierogi): Cook 2 lbs peeled pota-
toes in boiling salted water until
tender, drain, mash and set aside to
cool. Add 1 Ib farmer cheese or dry
cottage cheese (mashed or processed
to a fine consistency in processor), 2
finely chopped onions sautéed in 2 T
oil or butter until tender and lightly
browned. Mix ingre-dients well and
season with salt & pepper. Toppings
may include sour cream or skwarki
(fried golden-brown pork fatback
nuggets).

SAUERKRAUT & MUSHROOM
PIEROGI (pierogi z kapustq i grzy-
bami): Soak V2 - 1 oz dried Polish (bo-
lete) mushrooms in water to more
than cover, cook in same water until
tender and dice. Drain, rinse and re-
drain 1 qt sauerkraut and cook co-
vered in water to cover containing
1-2 bay leaves and 1 mushroom cube
for 30 min. Uncover and continue
cooking until most of the liquid has
evaporated. Transfer to colander
and, when cool enough to handle,
press out as much moisture as pos-
sible, chop rather fine. Add diced
cooked mushrooms and their liquid
and simmer until absorbed. Press out
moisture again through colander.
Salt & pepper to taste.
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PRCUA #162 SACRED HEART OF JESUS SOCIETY
PRESENTS

THE I?TH ANNUAL

Polka (bristmas Night

LIVE Music BY

The FAVALIELRS

& FRIENDS

SING ALOMNG TO YOUR FAVORITE KOLEDY, CHRISTMAS CAROLS,
PoOLKAS, OBEREKS AND WALTZES

oyaturday Naght in the F all!

il ==
Saturday, December 11, 2821
7:80 - 11:00 P.M.

PRCU Hall

1438 0ak Street
Wyandotte, MI 48192

Admss'aﬂ -$?’O

 Cash Bar- Mo B VOB, - Food Availabie
Lveryone Welcome - Hope to See you there!
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ZAJACZEK DANCE ENSEMBLE

NEWS

By Barb Ozog, Secretary
Zajaczek Dance Ensemble

October was Polish American
Heritage Month. On Sunday, Octo-
ber 3, several PRCUA dance groups
attended Mass at St. Albertus Church
in Detroit, MI to participate in the an-
nual blessing of the Polish dance
schools. Several Zajaczek dancers,
Ms. Tricia, Ms. Rachael, and our Dis-
trict 10 Directors, Colleen Bonkowski
and Valerie Brumm, attended the
mass.

One of the dancers favorite prac-
tice nights in October is the Hallo-
ween party/Parent Watch week. Each

family brings in a special treat for
each of the children in their dance
group. The kids dress up in their
Halloween costumes for dance and
show their parents and guests the
dances they have learned so far.
When their class is over, they get to
trick or treat through the parents to
fill a Halloween bowl Ms. Colleen
had for each dancer, already filled
with a coloring page showing the
Polish words for Halloween items
and other goodies from the teachers.

For more information on how to
join this group, contact Colleen Bon-
kowski, Director at zajaczekdance@
yahoo.com.




POLISH
CHRISTMAS
LORE

Robert Strybel
Polish/Polonian Lifestyles Writer

Polish Christmas lore includes
various local customs, beliefs and
practices which differ slightly from
region to region and even from
family to family. But for centuries,
Wigilia (Christmas Eve) has been the
focus of the celebration, and the
optatek or Christmas wafer its cen-
tral, symbolic artifact.

According to one folk belief, if
the first visitor entering a home on
Wigilia was a male, that was said to
bring good luck, but a female visitor
foretold misfortune. In the olden
days, it was customary for family
members to wash in a bucket of cold
water brought from the nearby
stream. A silver coin added to the
bucket was said to ensure robust
health all year long.

The “all-year-long” theme ran
through many other practices. Chil-
dren were told to be especially good
on Wigilia, for that is how they would
be all year. And if a child should
have to be spanked on Christmas Eve
for misbehaving, that was what was
in store for him or her throughout
the year. Adults too were on their
best behavior, refrained from argu-
ments and settled whatever debts
they owed in the hope of being debt-
free in the year to come.

Christmas Eve supper or wiecze-
rza wigilijna was no ordinary supper
It was not even a typical festive meal
of the kind served at weddings, on
namedays or even Easter. Everything
about it was special, unique and
highly symbolic. It could begin only
after the first star of the evening ap-
peared in the sky. Traditionally
meatless, it featured the gifts of farm,
field, forest and river: pasta, grains,
dairy products, fish, vegetables,
fruits, nuts, honey and poppy seeds.
Courses were ordinarily brought in
one by one and tables were set with
the family’s best crockery.

Well into the 20th century, many
poor peasants ate the food from com-
mon serving bowls with wooden
spoons. For quite some time, this tra-
dition was also observed in many
better-to-do homes, where there was

no shortage of china and cutlery, to
emphasize a sense of community.
Until the meal was over, nobody was
allowed to set their spoon on the
table - it had to be held the whole
time. Except for the housewife ser-
ving the food, no one was allowed to
leave the table until the meal was
over. Everybody was expected to
taste at least a small sample of every-
thing on the table and not to leave
anything uneaten on their plate. To
do so was said to foretell missing out
on various good things in the year
ahead.

Various incantations and prac-
tices during the meal were meant —
as always — to attract good fortune
and keep harm away. When pasta or
grain dishes were served, someone
might exhort: Mnoz sig zboze! (Mul-
tiply, o grain!). Sktadaj si¢ kapusto!
(Fold into heads, cabbage!) was ut-
tered when sauerkraut and cabbage
dishes made their appearance, and
the words Rodzcie sie ziemniaki!
(Grow, potatoes, grow!) was heard
when boiled potatoes were brought
to the table.

In some areas, the head of the
household would fling a spoonful of
cooked yellow peas at the ceiling.
The more that stuck, the better a har-
vest could be expected the following
year. In eastern Poland the same was
done with kucja or kutia, a thick pud-
ding made of cooked grain and
honey. In the mountain areas of the
south, a handful of straw from the
sheaves standing in the corners was
thrown at the ceiling to ensure a
good harvest. Since only rarely did a
strand or two of straw get caught on
a sliver or rough spot, that practice
seemed to have been a kind of self-
fulfilling prophesy: a bountiful har-
vest was a rarity in the poor soil of
the hard-scrabble mountain areas.

Various forms of fortune-telling
usually centered on the marital pro-
spects of the eligible girls of the
family. For instance, maidens would
draw strands of hay from under the
table cloth of the vigil supper table.
A green strand meant marriage be-
fore the end of Zapusty (Mardi Gras),
while a yellow one signified that the
girl was still in for a wait before
someone popped the question. But a
dark, withered strand condemned
the girl who pulled it out to a life of
spinsterhood. Sometimes the girl
who chose the longest strand was
said to be the first to go to the altar.
Another practice was to go into the

front yard and listen for the barking
of a dog. Wherever the first bark was
heard, that is the direction from
which a suitor would come courting.
Girls would also count the pickets in
the fence saying kawaler, wdowiec, ka-
waler, wdowiec... (bachelor, widower,
bachelor, widower...), the last picket
determining whom they would
marry.

It was said that at the stroke of
midnight the water in wells would
turn to wine, but there was one, main
catch: only those who had never
sinned could taste it. That certainly
excluded the rough-and-tumble farm
hands, village drunks and other un-
savory types who would have loved
to sample the miraculous tipple. Ac-
cording to another folk belief, farm
animals could speak in human voices
at midnight, but anyone who heard
them would not live to tell the tale.

One peasant was said to have
buried himself in a manger full of
hay to see if his cattle could really
speak. But the cows were not fooled
and one of them spoke up: Lez gospo-
darzu w zlobie, a wkrétce bedzie po tobie
(Lie in the manger, farmer dear, now
your end is drawing near). But our
Polish ancestors were not really as
superstitious as it may seem at first
glance. These beliefs and practices
were treated only half-seriously.

Mainly they added a bit of diversion
to the otherwise drab rural, winter
existence of that bygone era.

After the Christmas Eve supper
was over, it was common to gather
up the table scraps together with any
bits of leftover oplatek, the grain scat-
tered on the table and the hay from
beneath the tablecloth and take it to
feed the livestock. The straw strewn
about the cottage floor was tied into
roping and used to wrap the fruit
trees to ensure a good crop. A farmer
that kept bees would also tap the
hives and inform their drowsy deni-
zens: Cieszcie sig i wy robaczki, Pan
Jezus si¢ narodzit! (Rejoice little in-
sects, for Christ is born!)

After the above rituals were re-
enacted, families would return home
and sing carols until it was time to
leave for Pasterka (Midnight Mass). In
poor families the singing went unac-
companied and the koledy were sung
from memory. In better-to-do homes
a kantyczka (hymnal) containing a
wide array of carols and other
hymns was brought out, and the
singing was often accompanied by
someone playing a musical instru-
ment. But gift-giving was not prac-
ticed on Christmas Eve in the Polish
countryside until well into the 20th
century.

POLISH NEWS
BYTES

Robert Strybel
Warsaw Correspondent

American museum honors Kosciu-
szko airmen — On Veterans Day,
which coincides with Polish Inde-
pendence Day, the New England Air
Museum in Windsor Locks, CT un-
veiled an exhibition dedicated to the
legendary Polish Ko$ciuszko Squad-
ron, Poland’s PAP news agency re-
ported. Its pilots fought with
extraordinary bravery and skill in
the Polish-Soviet War of 1919-1921
that helped stop the Red Army’s
march across Western Europe. The
Kosciuszko Squadron included
American volun-teers, most notably
Merian Cooper who later gained
fame as co-director of the 1933 movie
King Kong. The exhibition showcases
memorabilia documenting  the
squadron’s history — photographs,
films, journals kept by the airmen,

uniforms and replicas of fighter
planes. Central Connecticut State
University, a bastion of Polish
studies, contributed to the project.

World’s only Neolithic flint mines
reopen to visitors — Closed for exten-
sive modernization, the Krzemionki
Archeological Museum has re-
opened to visitors. It includes a mile-
long underground tourist trail, a
new permanent exhibition and a re-
constructed New Stone Age (Neo-
lithic) village. Located in south-
central Poland’s Swietorzyskie re-
gion, the attraction is a UNESCO
World Heritage Site. Visitors may
view the original excavations of Neo-
lithic mines, mining heaps and shaft
cavities constituting a unique indus-
trial landscape of 5,000 years ago.
An elevator has been installed to
make the exhibits accessible to dis-
abled visitors. The Krzemionki site is
the world’s only facility of this type
open to a wider public. People of the
New Stone Age used flint to make
tools and weapons and to start fires.
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WINNERS OF THE 2021 PRCUA COLORING CONTEST

Group
Ages 3-4

Ages 5-6

Ages 7-9

Ages 10-12

Ages 13-15

Ages 16-18

Place in Group

1st

2nd
3rd
3rd

Ist
2nd
3rd

Ist

2nd
3rd
3rd

Ist
2nd
3rd

Ist
2nd
3rd

Ist
2nd
3rd

Name Age

Lucas Urbina 4
Madelyn Urbina 2
Nicholas "Anthony" Kasperek 4
Kasper Otworowski 4

Class

PK
PK
PK
PK

—

B W Wk

o 1

o]

10
12
11

Society

1618
1618
1618
693

1597
1593
693

1219
1593
693
693

693
1618
693

1634
1618
693

693
1618
1634

Honorable Mentions - non-member winners

Julia Gasienica 6
Natalia Lucas 6
Abby Szpak 6
Natalia Bastrzyk 9
Gwenyth Voss 8
Amelia Hypta 8
Kacper Buksa 9
Kevin Otworowski 11
Riley Courtney 11
David Dudzik 10
Karolina Kroplewski 13
Jenna Jablonski 13
Kyle Otworowski 13
Evelyn Matson 16
Kian Desmond 17
Aleksandra Wozniak 16
Kevin Pieprzak 11

6

School/Group

Zajaczek Dance School
Zajaczek Dance School
Zajaczek Dance School
Kalinowski Polish School

St. John Paul II Polish School
Zajaczek Dance School
Kalinowski Polish School

Society 1219

Zajaczek Dance School
Kalinowski Polish School
Kalinowski Polish School

Kalinowski Polish School
Zajaczek Dance School
Kalinowski Polish School

Southwest Center/Konopnicka Polish School
Zajaczek Dance School
Kalinowski Polish School

Kalinowski Polish School

Zajaczek Dance School
Konopnicka Polish School

Cholewinski Polish School

3rd place (Ages 3-4)

1st place (Ages 5-6)

2nd place (Ages 5-6)



2nd place (Ages 13-15)

3rd place (Ages 13-15)

1st pIace(Ages 1-18)
(continued on pg. 20)
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WINNERS OF THE 2020 PRCUA COLORING CONTEST couiuea pom ps. 19

2nd place (Ages 16-18)

3rd place (Ages 16-18)

Ages 1018

Honorable Mention

GWIAZDA DANCERS’ LATEST

HAPPENINGS

By Nicholas J. Nowakowski
Gwiazda Secretary & 1997 Alumnus

How time flies! It's hard to be-
lieve that by the time this article is
published, Thanksgiving will be be-
hind us and we’ll be moving full
speed ahead toward Christmas. It's
been another busy month for the
PRCUA Gwiazda Dancers.

On October 16, Gwiazda alumna
and former assistant teacher Karina
Combs (nee Trypus) married Tyler
Combs. The reception was held at
the Italian American Cultural Center
in Clinton Township, Michigan. Kar-
ina looked absolutely stunning. Con-
gratulations Mr. & Mrs. Combs!

Mrs. Karina Combs with
Gwiazda Choreographer Basia Nowakowski

On November 1, in addition to
having their regularly scheduled
practice, the PRCUA Gwiazda
Dancers celebrated Halloween.
Dancers were encouraged to come in
costume for dance practice. Of
course, treats were also involved.

On November 7, several Gwia-
zda Dancers participated in the
Michigan PRCUA Polish Cultural
Workshop held at the PRCUA Hall
in Wyandotte, MI. Participants in the
workshop learned about the Polish
language, took a Polish dance class,
and participated in a Polish cooking
demonstration. Gwiazda directors
Jessica Urban led participants in a
craft demonstrating how to make
poppies (the national flower of Po-
land) out of paper.

On November 12, the Gwiazda
Dancers kicked off their annual
Christmas Polish food fundraiser in
connection with Srodek’s Quality
Polish Food in Hamtramck, Michi-
gan. This has become a very popular
fundraiser with many of the metro-
Detroit area PRCUA Dance Schools
participating. Gwiazda wishes to
thank the Srodek family for their
continued support. If you're inter-
ested in picking up any of Srodek’s
Polish food for the holidays, contact
your favorite Gwiazda dancer. Or-
ders are due December 6, 2021.

The Gwiazda Dancers have se-
veral events on their horizon and
continue to busily prepare for their
annual recital to be held in the
Spring of 2022. The PRCUA Gwia-

zda Dancers wish all of you a very  You can like the group on Facebook
Merry Christmas and a Healthy and or follow them on Twitter
Prosperous 2022. The PRCUA Gwi- (@PRCUA_Gwiazda).

azda Dancers are on social media.

Gwiazda Dancers with Gwiazda Director Jessica Urban at the PRCUA Cultural Workshop

-

Gwiazda Dancers celebrate Halloween



2. Color the picture, then glue it on cardboard and cut around

the edge. Next, punch a whole on the top, thread a string or
a ribbon through the hole and hang the ornament on your

Christmas tree.
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3. Solve the puzzle by writing the names of the objects in the

appropriate fields.
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Answers on pg.16
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Higher Perspectives
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Advent: A time to
prepare for Christmas

By Rev. Canon
Walter J. Ptak
National Chaplain,
PRCUA

It’s hard to believe that another year is coming to
an end and the season of Advent is upon us once
again! After praying for those who have died and
await the fullness of the kingdom in November, we
now find ourselves in the season of Advent. This is a time of preparation for
the coming of the word made flesh, Jesus Christ. Our focus changes from
death to life, the life of the one who brings meaning to our lives. Next to the
Lent and Easter seasons, the Advent and Christmas seasons are the most im-
portant time of the year. Indeed, as the popular Christmas song goes, they
are also the “‘most wonderful time of the year’. This is because we get ready
to celebrate the love of the Father for us in the Glory of the Incarnation.

Advent has a twofold nature: the commemoration of the birth of Christ in
time some two thousand years ago and the second coming of Christ at the
end of time. For these two reasons, Advent is a season that demands our at-
tention. All too often, Advent is bypassed so that the celebration of Christmas
can begin. It is good that so many people look forward to celebrating Christ-
mas for it is a special time of the year! However, without Advent’s prepara-
tion, Christmas loses its meaning and becomes all too commercialized and
meaningless and just another hyped up holiday!

Advent prepares us to celebrate Christmas with renewed JOY! John the
Baptizer reminds us to prepare the way of the Lord, make straight the path.
This can be done in many ways, let me suggest three to you. The first, is to
take stock of your spiritual life. Make a list of your strengths and weaknesses
in your spiritual life. Review the list and use the Advent season to work on
the areas that you need to grow in. Give more freely of your time, talent and
treasure. The second, is to plan to celebrate the beautiful, grace-filled sacra-
ment of Reconciliation. Every parish publishes a list of times that the Sacra-
ment will be celebrated before Christmas. Check the list and make it a point
to go and be reconciled with God, experience His divine mercy in your life
and you will be ready to show that same love and mercy to others during
the Christmas season. Confession is great for the soul and lifts the burden of
sin that so often keeps us weighted down. Finally, the third way to make Ad-
vent more meaningful deals with the family. Prepare an Advent wreath on
the table in your home. It is easy to make with fresh evergreens and four can-
dles from the dollar store. Light the corresponding candle each week at the
principale meal with the family gathered together. You might want to ask
those present to share what they are doing to prepare spiritually for Christ-
mas. As we light the candles each week and the light grows brighter, we are
reminded that Christ is coming, and this helps keeps us focused on what we
are about to celebrate.

It is my hope that you try these three simple ideas this Advent season. If
you do, Advent will take on a new meaning and it won’t be lost in the rush
to celebrate Christmas. It becomes a season of true preparation and not just
something we only celebrate in church. When we take the time to prepare,
the main event is always much more spectacular. Advent and Christmas are
indeed something to celebrate and one compliments the other. May you and
your loved ones enjoy a grace filled Advent and then, a Christmas season
filled with HIS Love! A Blessed & Merry Christmas to All!

P.S. Remember Christmas is a season and lasts until the Feast of the Bap-
tism of the Lord, this year on January 9, 2022, and in our Polish tradition until
Candlemas on February 2nd. Enjoy the entire season!

MAYOR LORI LIGHTFOOT
ATTENDS THE CHICAGO SISTER
CITIES INTERNATIONAL EVENT

IN THE PMA

1SisterCities.cor

Mayor Lori Lightfoot at the CSCI annual
breakfast held in the PMA

The Warsaw Committee of Chi-
cago Sister Cities International
(CSCI) Program celebrated Polish
American Heritage Month with an
annual breakfast held at the Sabina
P. Logisz Great Hall of the Polish
Museuem of America on Tuesday,
November 16. The program was
organized and coordinated by the
Co-Chairs of CSCI's Warsaw Com-
mittee Iwona Bochenska and Conrad
Nowak. The special guest of the
event was the Mayor of Chicago Lori
Lightfoot. The PMA and PRCUA

leaders attended the event and were
able to welcome the mayor in the
museum.

Mayor Ligthfoot emphasized the
strong ties between Polonia and the
city of Chicago and the contribution
of the Polish community to the his-
tory of the city. She remarked on the
rich Polish tradition and heritage and
strongly recommended that every-
one should visit the Polish Museum
of America which holds a remark-
able collection of artifacts presenting
the history of Poland and the Polish
diaspora in the United States.

Short remarks were given by Mi-
chael Fassnacht, President and CEO
of World Business Chicago.

During the event, the CSCI Com-
mittee recognized one of the
members of the committee, Lieuten-
ant Colonel of the Army National
Guard, Simon Wlodarski.

Chicago Sister Cities Inter-
national is the largest and most ac-
tive sister cities organization in the
United States. It cooperates with 29
cities in the areas of arts and culture,
global education, government rela-
tions, and international business.
Warsaw is Chicago’s first sister city,
signed by Mayor Richard J. Daley in
1960.

Mayor Lightfoot with the leaders of the PRCUA and PMA and the PMA employees



FORMER HOME OFFICE
EMPLOYEE JEANNE RYJEWSKI

PASSED AWAY

Jeanne B.
Ryjewski, age
97, of Chi-
cago, lllinois
passed away
on Sunday,
November 7,
2021. Jeanne
was born May
31, 1924.

Jeanne is survived by her chil-
dren Stephen (Constance) Ryjewski,
F. Randall Ryjewski, Renee (Joseph)
Moy; her loving grandchildren Jen-
nifer and Raymond (Jenni) Ryjewski,
Caitlin Cashman, Eleanor (Eric)
Mauthe, Katherine (Jon) Tanski,
Daniel and Joseph Moy; fond great
grandchildren Meghan and Jarrett,
Jude and Eden, Gabriel, Josephine,
Theodore and Emily, and Emery;
dear great-great grandchildren Mia,

Callahan, and Carson; her sister Lo-
retta (Edward) Dykla. Jeanne is pre-
ceded in death by her beloved
husband Steven Ryjewski, daughter
Kathleen Cashman, and grand-
daughter Leslie Clark.

Funeral services for Jeanne was
held on Friday, November 12. She
was laid to rest at St Adalbert Catho-
lic Cemetery in Niles, IL.

Jeanne was a member of PRCUA
Society #317 (Krolowej Korony Pol-
ski). Jeanne worked in the PRCUA
Home Office Claims Department for
15 years, she retired on February 1,
1990.

May she rest in God’s eternal
peace.

PRCUA extends sincere con-
dolences to the grieving family.
Please remember Jeanne in your
prayers.

DEARLY DEPARTED
PRCUA BROTHERS AND SISTERS

Member Society State
Bartkowiak, Donald 308 IL
Belski, Jean 1486 IL
Dygdon, Paulina 1027 NY
Footes, Richard 527 MD
Hollingsworth, Geraldine 1513 Mi
Jarvis, Patricia 2109 OH
Jasmin, Theresa S. 927 VT
Kaufman, Wanda 1253 Wi
Kieta, Mildred 531 PA
Kobylarczyk, Robert 1000 IL

Kretschmer, Deborah 718 M

Krysinski, Janusz 1626 IL
Landgraf, Theresa 1580 IL
Marchel, Mark 162 Ml
McKay, Linda J. 359 MA
Micek, Henry 463 CT
Musial, Joseph 179 IL
Nelson, Eugenia 2019 NJ

Nowotarski, Douglas 240 FL
Olszowka, Edward V. 865 PA
Pawlowski, Barbara 509 IL

Pieciul, Wanda S. 1598 MA
Pivinski, Shirley A. 1615 PA
Poliks, David M. 549 MA

Member Society State

Pylypowicz, Bronislawa 186 NH

Rogowski, Joseph 718 MI
Rutkowski, Lorraine 1000 PA
Ryfa, Alice 565 IN
Sala, Joseph V. 322 PA
Sescourka, John 247 OH
Stampski, Susan 2342 MI
Stanerson, Loretta A. 1486 IL
Sulkowski, Daniel C. 1000 PA
Tabish, Bernard 322 PA
Thomas, Mary R. 2109 OH
Urbanik, Sophia T. 540 NY
Warnock, Deborah 1579 IL
Wisniewski, Fred J. 239 FL
Witek, Kathleen 412 IL
Yanko, Josephine Clara 855 PA
Zablocki, Henryk 1593 MI
Zak, Frederick 450 MO
Zakrzewski, BarbaraA. 850 IN
Zaworski, Felicia 880 IL
Ziemianski, Patricia 479 PA
Zoarski, Gregg 463 CT
Zuchowski, Byron 154 MI

May they rest in eternal peace.

LIVING CRECHES (continued from page 14) propaganda working overtime
to reduce Christmas to presents under the “holiday tree,” epicurean over-

indulgence and “shop till you drop.”

SHARE YOUR NEws WiTH Us!

Did you become proud parents or grandparents? Did anyone in your family
graduate, get engaged or married, receive an award or accomplish something
significant? Share your story with our PRCUA family.

Submit your news and photos to: lidia-kowalewicz@prcua. org
and we will publish them in the Narod Polski.

PROF. TIMOTHY RASINSKI
NAMED ONE OF THE TOP 2%
OF SCIENTISTS IN THE WORLD

Prof. Timothy Rasinski is one of the twenty-nine current Kent State fac-
ulty members who have been named to be in the top 2% of scientists in the
world based on a recent study published by Stanford University scholars.

Timothy Rasinski is a professor of literacy education at Kent State Uni-
versity and director of its award winning reading clinic. He also holds the
Rebecca Tolle and Burton W. Gorman Endowed Chair in Educational Lead-
ership. Tim has written over 250 articles and has authored, co-authored or
edited over 50 books or curriculum programs on reading education. He is
author of the best selling books on reading fluency The Fluent Reader and The
Megabook of Fluency. Tim’s scholarly interests include reading fluency and
word study, reading in the elementary and middle grades, and readers who
struggle. His research on reading has been cited by the National Reading
Panel and has been published in journals such as Reading Research Quarterly,
The Reading Teacher, Reading Psychology, and the Journal of Educational Research.
Tim is the first author of the fluency chapter for the Handbook of Reading Re-
search, Volume 1IV.

Tim served a three year term on the Board of Directors of the Inter-
national Reading Association and was co-editor of The Reading Teacher, the
world's most widely read journal of literacy education. He has also served
as co-editor of the Journal of Literacy Research. Rasinski is past-president of the
College Reading Association and he has won the A. B. Herr and Laureate
Awards from the College Reading Association for his scholarly contributions
to literacy education. In 2010, Tim was elected to the International Reading
Hall of Fame. In 2020, Tim was awarded the William S. Gray Citation of Merit
by the International Literacy Association, the highest award given by the
largest and most prestigious organization devoted to literacy development
in the world.

Prior to coming to Kent State, Tim taught literacy education at the Uni-
versity of Georgia. He taught for several years as an elementary and middle
school classroom and Title I reading intervention teacher in Omaha, Ne-
braska. Tim is a veteran of the United States Armed Forces.

Timothy Rasinski is a member of the PRCUA Society #977.

We congratulate Prof. Rasinski on his latest achievement and wish him
continued success in the future.

ANSWERS TO THE PUZZLES ON PAGE 14:

1. Find 10 differences:

3. Solve the puzzle:

1. CHRISTMAS TREE; 2. SOCK;

3. SNOWMAN; 4. (across) SANTA CLAUS,
4. (down) SNOWFLAKE; 5. GIFT; 6. ANGEL;
7. SLEIGH; 8. GINGERBREAD; 9. LETTER;
10. CANDLE

4. Help the shepherd find Baby Jesus: C
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10% ZNIZKI przy zakupie certyfikatu na sume
$5000 < $10000 « $25000 = $50,000

lub wiecej

PRCUAL\'# Single Pay Whole Life Insurance

Ubezpieczenie dostepne dla dzieci w wieku od 2 tygodni do 15 lat
I 5 miesiecy. Kazdy aplikant zostanie nagrodzony prezentem i losem
na loterie, w ktérej do wygrania jest jedna z trzech nagréd
gtdwnych. Aplikacje na sumy 25,000 dolardéw lub wiecej otrzymaja
dwa losy na loterie! Losowanie odbedzie sie w dniu |5 lutego 2022,
Zwycigzcy ogtoszeni beda w marcowym wydaniu Narodu Polskiego
i na www.PRCUA.org.

Po wiecej informacji zadzwor lub odwiedz PRCUA.org

(773) 782-2642

Michat Dziadkowiec
Koordynator Dziatu Sprzedazy

(773) 782-2644

Marge Grzeszczuk
Rep. Dziatu Sprzedazy

adchodzq Sw:eta podarul U@Eﬂiﬂg zabezpleczeme f nansowe!
r

AT

Oferta wazna do:

31 stycznia 2022

Ubezpieczenie na zycie
Single Pay Whole Life

oferuje

@ Jednorazowq splate
ubezpieczenia

7@ Przyrost wartosci
gotowkowej

@ Dywidendy dla
ubezpieczonego

@ Dodaktowe korzysci

cztonkowskie jak: stypendia
czy turnieje sportowe

— Przyktadowe skiadki dla dziewczqt ——
Wiek $5,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000

Wiek

. $661.95  $1,09890  $2,409.75  $4,594.50
5 $72842  $1,231.83  $2,742.08  $5,259.15 5
10 $806.63  $1,38825  $3,133.13  $6,041.25 10

I5 $896.99  $1,568.97  $3,584.93  $6,944.85

—— Przyktadowe skitadki dla chtopcéw ——

$10,000 $25,000 $50,000

$1,21068  $2,689.20  $5,153.40
$1,360.53  $3,063.83  $5,902.65
$1,537.11 $3,505.28  $6,785.55
$1,738.71 $4,009.28  $7,793.55
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Be/z.h,w ZyM P0-70 -l-w? v Minimalna suma ubezpieczenia: $5,000+

Slwrzyyluj 2 WWWM PRCUAW PAID UP AT 70  Sptata ubezpieczenia do 70. roku zycia 7,
; v Wiek: 0-65 lat

v Wzrost wartosci gotowkowej

1 v Mozliwos¢ dywidend*

£/ Gwarantowana wysoko$é sptat
v Pokrycie do konhca zycia**

v Wyptata dla beneficjentéw bez podatku

v Emerytura wolna od finansowych zobowigzan

TEPNY 0D STYCZNIA 2022! PRCUALL
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¢ *DyW|dendy nlegworontowone **Po spchenlu noleznosu

“Podnies reke, Boze Dziecie,
Blogostaw ojczyzne mitg”

Zachowujac polskie tradycje Swiat Bozego Narodzenia, tamiac sie
oplatkiem, uczestniczac w polskiej Pasterce, obejmuje serdeczng
mysla wszystkich naszych braci i siostry.

Blogostawienstwo Bozej Dzieciny niech bedzie moca i wsparciem
dla catej rodziny Zjednoczenia, Polonii i ludzi dobrej woli.

Spokojnych, zdrowych i wesotych
Swiqt Bozego Narodzenia!

ks. Wiadystaw J. Ptak
kapelan naczelny

1
(<]
-
72
- -
L2
m
(9]
-
o
Z

1202 Joquiadeq

4

Gz abed | ewry ¢ DISIOd GOUYN |



<
O
=
Y
L
"))
L
v
=
o
A

P

Page 26 | NAROD POLSKI Polisf Natiern | December 2021

UBEZPIECZENIA
BEZ TAJEMNIC

Robert Sobczak
Specjalista ds. ubezpieczen

Szokujace zmiany cen w Medicare
Medicare Part A i B - Ceny i pokrycia na 2022 rok

12 listopada 2022 roku Center for Medicare &
Medicaid Services (CMS) podalo do publicznej
wiadomosci wysokosci oplat i pokry¢ (premium,
deductible i coinsurance) czesci A i B Medicare na
rok 2022.

Medicare Part A Premium/Deductible

Medicare Part A pokrywa czesciowo miedzy in-
nymi koszty zwiazane z pobytem w szpitalu,
skilled nursing facility jak rowniez koszty
zwiazane z niektérymi ustugami domowymi.
Okoto 99% posiadaczy Medicare nie posiada
miesiecznej stawki za cze$¢ A z uwagi na to, ze
maja przepracowane (oni lub ich matzonkowie)
przynajmniej przez 40 kwartatow i ptacili sktadki
na Medicare.

Udzial wlasny (deductible) za pobyt w szpitalu
w roku 2022 wynosi $1,556. Wzrést on o $72 w sto-
sunku do roku ubieglego. Deductible czesci A
zawigzane z pobytem w szpitalu pokrywa koszty
pierwszych 60 dni pobytu w szpitalu ustug
pokrywanych przez Medicare. W 2022 beneficjenci
Medicare czgsci A sg rowniez odpowiedzialni za

za kazdy dzien pomiedzy 61 a 90 dniem pobytu
w szpitalu ($18 dziennie wiecej niz w roku bieza-
cym) i $778 ($742 w 2021) za dzien w tzw. rezerwie
zyciowej (lifetime reserve).

Dla beneficjentow przebywajacych w skilled nur-
sing facilities, dzienna doptata za udziat wspdlny
(coinsurance) za pobyt miedzy dniem 21 a setnym
wynosi $194.50 na 2022 rok ($185.50 w 2021).

Poréwnanie wysokosci oplaty wlasnej i oplaty wspélnej
za cze$¢ A w latach 2021 i 2022 wedlug rodzaju kosztu

2021 2022
Opflata wlasna za pobyt w szpitalu $1,484 |$1,556
Dzienna doptata za odpowiedzialno$¢ wspolng
migdzy 61, a 90 dniem pobytu $371 §389
Dzienna doptata za odpowiedzialno§¢ wspolna 5742 $778
W rezerwie zyciowej
Dzienna doptata za odpowiedzialno$¢ wspodlna
Skilled Nursing Facility $185.50 |§194.50

Dane na podstawie informacji z Medicare.gov

Osoby wchodzace w 65 rok zycia, ktére nie wy-
pracowaty jeszcze 40 kwartatow lub nie otrzymaty
renty inwalidzkiej (disability) beda odpowie-
dzialne za miesieczna oplate za cze$¢ A Medicare.
Osoby, ktére przepracowaly nie mniej niz 30
kwartatow lub sa wspotmatzonkami osoby, ktora
przepracowata nie mniej niz 30 kwartatow beda
odpowiedzialne za stawke miesigczng w wyso-
kosci $259 za cze$¢ A w roku 2021. Niektore osoby
w wieku powyzej 65 lat, ktdre przepracowaty
mniej niz 30 kwartatéw lub maksymalnie wyko-
rzystaty benefity wynikajace z renty inwalidzkiej
sq odpowiedzialne za pelng oplate za czes¢ A
w wysokosci $471 miesigcznie.

Medicare Part B Premium/Deductible

Medicare part B pokrywa czesciowo koszty zwia-

ustugami medycznymi, niektéorymi domowymi
serwisami medycznymi nie pokrywanymi przez
czesC A.

Podstawowa miesigeczna stawka za Part B Medi-
care na rok 2022 wynosi $170.10, co oznacza ze jest
wyzsza 0 $21.60 niz w roku 2021. Roczna odpo-
wiedzialno$¢ wlasna (deductible) za Part B
w roku 2021 wynosi $233, $30 wiecej niz w roku
biezacym.

Od 2007 miesieczna stawka z Part B jest réwniez
bazowana w zaleznosci od poziomu dochodéw
beneficjenta. Grupa oséb dotknieta podwyzka
zwigzang z wysokim poziomem dochodéw wy-
nosi okoto 5%. Ceny czesci B dla osob o wysokich
dochodach przedstawione sa w ponizszej tabeli.

P Beneficjenci
Benf}ﬁq.enm . w maliir’lstwie Doplata Calkowita
rozliczajacy sie rozliczajacy sie =e oplata
indywidualnie, - wzgledu x
z dochodami: wspélnie, . na dochéd |** 75 B

z dochodami:

Nie wiccej $91,000 |Nie wiccej $182,000 |$0.00 $170.10
Wiecej niz $91,000 |Wigcej niz $182,000
i nie wiecej niz i nie wiecej niz $68.00 $238.10
$114,000 $228,000
'Wiecej niz $114,000 [Wigcej niz $228,000
i nie wiecej niz i nie wiecej niz $170.10  |$340.20
$142,000 $284,000
Wigcej niz $142,000 |Wigcej niz $284,000
i nie wiecej niz i nie wiecej niz $272.20 |$442.30
$170,000 $340,000
Wiecej niz $170,000 [Wigcej niz $340,000
i nie wigcej niz i nie wigcej niz $374.20 |$544.30
$500,000 $750,000
$500,000 lub wiecej |$750,000 lub wiecej |$408.20 |$578.30

Dane na podstawie informacji z Medicare.gov

medica};ﬁmgku

udzial wspdlny (coinsurance) w wysokosci $389

zane z wizytami lekarskimi, poza szpitalnymi

844.654.5185
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RYBA PO GRECKU
2 funty filetéw ze Swiezej ryby (nale-
piej dorsza, mintaja lub morszczu-
ka), 1/2 szklanki maki do obtoczenia;
1 tyzeczka soli, 1 tyzeczka pieprzu,
1 tyzeczka suszonego oregano, olej
roslinny do smazenia; oraz: 4 sred-
nie marchewki, 2 srednie pietruszki,
1 $rednia cebula, polowa malego
pora (biata cze$¢), 1/2 filizanki wody,
4 tyzki przecieru pomidorowego,
1 tyzeczka soli, 1 tyzeczka stodkiej
papryki, 2 liScie laurowe, 3 ziarna
ziela angielskiego, 1/5 filizanki oleju
roslinnego

Marchew i pietruszke zetrze¢ na
tarce o grubych oczkach. Filety osu-
szy¢ recznikiem papierowym, posy-

A

pac sola, pieprzem i oregano. Na pa-
telni rozgrzac kilka tyzek oleju. Make
wsypac na talerz i obtoczy¢  w niej
rybe z obu stron. Wlozy¢ rybe na
rozgrzany ttuszcz i obsmazy¢ z obu
stron az sie¢ zrumieni (ok. 3-4 minuty
z kazdej strony).

Pora i cebule pokroi¢ w poétpla-
sterki i zeszkli¢ na patelni uzywajac
1/5 filizanki oleju. Dodac starte
warzywa, ziele angielskie liscie lau-
rowe, stodka papryke i sél. Wla¢ 1/2
filizanki wody, zamiesza¢, przykry¢
i dusi¢ na matym ogniu okoto 20
minut. Doda¢ przecier pomidorowy,
wymieszac i dusi¢ jeszcze chwile bez
przykyrcia. Na dnie naczynia, w kto-
rym bedzie podana ryba utozy¢
cze$¢ duszonych warzyw, nastepnie
rybe i przykry¢ pozostatymi warzy-
wami. Przykry¢ i wstawi¢ do lo-
dowki. Przed podaniem mozna
posypac siekang zielona pietruszka
lub koperkiem.

POMIDORY FASZEROWANE
PIECZARKAMI

4 duze i twarde pomidory; 1/2 funta
posiekanych pieczarek, 1 mata ce-
bula, 2 tyzki masta, 2 tyzki bultki
tartej, 2 tyzki smietany, sol i pieprz
do smaku.

Ostrym nozem odkroi¢ wierzchy
pomidoréw i odtozy¢. Cebule obrac
i drobno posiekac. Lyzka wydrazy¢
miazsz z pomidorow. Na patelnii
rozpusci¢ masto, dodac cebule i pie-
czarki. Dusi¢ przez ok. 10 minut.
Doda¢ butke tartg i $mietane, do-
prawi¢ sola i pieprzem, wymieszac.
Napetni¢ pomidory, przykry¢ wierz-
chami pomidréw. Ulozy¢ w ptytkim
zaroodpornym  naczyniu lekko
wysmarowanym mastem. Piec 25-30
min. w temperaturze 350° F.

PIECZONA KACZKA

Z CZERWONA KAPUSTA

1 cata kaczka (odmrozona), 2 sred-
niej wielkoSci cebule, 2 $rednie

jablka, 3-4 plastry boczku, 1 filizanka
(cup) wody, sol.

Kaczke optukad, osuszy¢ papie-
rowym recznikiem i natrze¢ wierzch
i wnetrze sola. Obrac cebule i jabtka.
Umiesci¢  kaczke w  naczyniu
zaroodpornym i nadziac jq pokrojo-
nymi w ¢éwiartki jabtkami i cebula.
Ulozy¢ plasterki boczku na wierzchu
kaczki. Na dno naczynia, w ktorym
bedzie sie piekla wla¢ wode
(polewa¢ czesto wypieczonym
sosem). Piec w temperaturze 325° F
przez 20 minut na kazdy funt kaczki.
Po upieczeniu podawac z czerwona
kapusta.

Kapusta: 1/4 funta boczku po-
krojonego drobno, 1 sredniej wiel-
kosci czerwona kapusta, 1 drobno
posiekana nieduza cebula, 1/2 fili-
zanki czerwonego wina, 1/4 filizanki
soku z cytryny.

Wysmazy¢ boczek az bedzie
chrupiacy, dodac reszte sktadnikow.
Przykry¢ i dusié¢ przez 15 min.
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Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego w Ameryce

Sobota, 4 grudnia 2021

Daom Podhalan, 4808 S. Archer Ave., Chicago, IL
Dirzuet ofwearte 3;1:.‘:. 18.00, Program Artystyczny gm.':_ 19.00, Kolacja,
Wizyta Sw. Mikolaja godz. 21.00
Dorosli $40.00 = Dzieci (3-10) $20.00 = D] * Bar Platny
Potwierdzenie rezerwacyi do 29 listopada 2021
Krystyna Lech (708) 341-6781 Iub Danielle Kroplewski (312) 718-0169

Copernicus Foundation zaprasza na

X WIELKI SWIATECZNY FESTIWAL RODZINNY

MAGICZNEWIETA

WYSTEPUJ&

~~Akademia Muzyki PaS0
..Warsztaty;l‘:eatralne Little Stars
Zesp6t PiT Polonia PRCUA

SWIATECZNY
KIERMASZ

L .ﬁ'fmk‘; jﬂ dln dzieni

L Ediocia M.‘Eﬁﬂ'@!em

BILETY:

doroili $20.00, dzieci $10.00
copernicuscenter.org
773-467-9000 | biuro Pas0)
773-888-5108 [ biurc Warsztatdw Teatralnych)
847-529-2555 | biurc ZRIT Polonia PRCUA)
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NA WSKROS POLSKI.
O FRYDERYKU CHOPINIE

Prof., Piotr Glinski

Profesor zwyczajny nauk human-
istycznych. Wicepremier, minister
kultury i dziedzictwa narodowego.
W latach 2005 - 2011 przewodniczacy
Polskiego Towarzystwa Socjolo-
gicznego. Zwiazany z Instytutem Fi-
lozofii i Socjologii PAN. W latach
1997-2005 kierowat Zaktadem Spote-
czenstwa Obywatelskiego.

Polskos¢ i zarazem europejskosé, swoj-
skos¢ i uniwersalnos¢, emocije i doskonata
artystyczna forma — muzyke Chopina
rozumie¢ mozna na wiele sposobéw —
pisze prof. Piotr GLINSKI

,W Chopinie tkwi wszystko,
czego nam wzbraniano: barwne kon-
tusze, pasy ztotem lite, posepne cza-
marki, krakowskie rogatywki, szla-
checkich brzek szabel, naszych kos
chiopskich potyski, jek zranionej
piersi, bunt spetanego ducha, krzyze
cmentarne, przydrozne wiejskie kos-
ciotki, modlitwy serc stroskanych,
niewoli bol, wolnosci zal, tyranéw
przeklenstwo i zwyciestwa radosna
pie$sn” — mowit w stulecie urodzin
Fryderyka Chopina w 1910 r. Ignacy
Jan Paderewski, jakze celnie opisujac
znaczenie muzyki Chopina dla znie-
wolonego, rozczlonkowanego zabo-
rami narodu polskiego i wskazujac
zarazem na jej zupelnie nadzwy-
czajne osadzenie w polskiej kulturze.

Silne nasycenie chopinowskich
dziet pierwiastkiem narodowym dla
wspolczesnych kompozytora bylo
jasne od poczatku. Juz w 1837 roku
Heinrich Heine, dostrzegajac bo-
gactwo tradycji europejskich, z jakich
wyrastaly kompozycje Chopina
(widziat w nich zaréwno elegancje

i wdziek cechujace kulture fran-
cuska, jak i wywiedziong z kultury
niemieckiej ,romantyczna glebie”),
podkreslat: ,,Polska data mu rycer-
skie usposobienie i bdl historii”.
,W Chopinie mamy dwie istoty —
pisat z kolei po jednym z koncertow
Polaka paryski recenzent Ernest Le-
gouvé — patriote i artyste. Dusza
pierwszej ozywia geniusz drugiej”,
a Wilhelm von Lenz, przez pewien
czas uczen Chopina, wspominajac
go, stwierdzil: ,On dawat Polske;
w tym, co komponowat, byla
Polska”.

Myslenie o polskosci Chopina
czesto bazuje na swoistym stereo-
typie: konwencjonalnie kojarzymy ja
jedynie z obecnymi w niej echami lu-
dowych stylizacji, jako przyklady
podajac mazurki. A przeciez juz
autor pierwszej biografii Chopina,
kompozytor i wirtuoz Ferenc Liszt,
zauwazyl, ze Chopin stat sie ,wciele-
niem poczucia poetyckiego catego
narodu”, i to ,nie dlatego, ze do
kompozycji swych wprowadzit rytm
polonezéw, mazuréw i krakowia-
kéw i ze wiele utwordéw opatrzyt
nazwa taricow ludowych” — bynaj-
mniej: ,, postugiwat si¢ owa forma
[ludowa] jedynie po to, by w niej

wyrazic¢ pewien sposob odczuwania,
bardziej powszechny w jego kraju
niz gdzie indziej [...]. Jego preludia,
etiudy, a zwlaszcza nokturny, jego
scherza i koncerty — zaréwno naj-
krétsze utwory, jak najznamienitsze
— przesycone sg tym samym rodza-
jem czulej wrazliwosci, wyrazonej
w rozmaitym stopniu nasilenia,
w tysiacznych odmianach i waria-
cjach, lecz zawsze tej samej i nie-
zmiennej”.

Cechy narodowe Chopinowskiej
muzyki sq zatem znacznie glebsze,
objawiajac sie nie tylko poprzez in-
spiracje folklorem. ,Dlaczego »mo-
wa dzwigkdw« Chopina - pytat
polski pisarz muzyczny Bohdan Po-
ciej — bedac tak bardzo polska, z pol-
skich zrodet kultury wyrastajaca, jest
zarazem tak uniwersalng i zrozu-
miatg we wszystkich krajach i na
wszystkich kontynentach wspdtcze-
snego $wiata? W czym wiec tkwi
(substancjalnie) istota polskosci
muzyki Chopina?”.

Z biegiem lat wrazenie esencjon-
alnej polskosci dziet Chopina nasi-
lato sie. W 1865 roku pigkne jego
podsumowanie dal w poemacie For-
tepian Szopena Cyprian Kamil Nor-
wid: , I byta w tym (dok. na str. 29)
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NAGRODY DZIEDZICTWA
NARODOWEGO 2021

Laureaci Nagréd Dziedzictwa 2021

Podczas Bankietu Dziedzictwa
Narodowego wydziat stanowy Kon-
gresu Polonii Amerykanskiej i po raz
pierwszy Fundacja Polsko-Amery-
kanska oddzialu na stan Illinois
wreczyli zastuzonym osobom oraz
organizacjom prestizowe Nagrody
Dziedzictwa, wyrazajac wdzigcznos¢
uhonorowanym za ich wazna dla
Polski i Polonii dziatalnos¢.

Utani z historycznego Stowa-
rzyszenia Przyjaciét Ulanéw im. Ta-
deusza Kosciuszki wprowadzili flagi
narodowe Rzeczpospolitej Polskiej
i Stanow Zjednoczonych do sali ban-
kietowej w restauracji Allegra
w podchicagowskim Schiller Park.

Hymny narodowe obu krajow
zaspiewata Nina Romek, ktdrej
akompaniowat Mieczystaw Dzi$ —
dyrektor muzyczny Zespotu Pie$ni
i Tanica ,,Polonia”.

Przybytych na gale prawie 300
gosci — przedstawicieli lokalnych
i stanowych wiladz i administracji

panstwowej, organizacji polonijnych,
$rodowisk zawodowych i bizne-
sowych — serdecznie powital Michael
Niedzinski, prezes wydzialu sta-
nowego Kongresu Polonii Amery-
kanskiej. Wyrazit rados¢, ze po raz
51. Polonia miata okazje spotkac sie
i kontynuowac pigkna tradycje wre-
czania Nagrod Dziedzictwa, aby
uhonorowac¢ osoby, ktére szczegol-
nie zastuzyly na to prestizowe
wyroznienie.

Wicekonsul RP Agata Grochow-
ska zyczyta kontynuacji sukcesow.
Zachecita do przeczytania listu gra-
tulacyjnego wystosowanego z Kan-
celarii Prezydenta Rzeczypospolitej
Polskiej przez sekretarza stanu
Adama Kwiatkowskiego, ktory

w imieniu wlasnym i prezydenta RP
Andrzeja Dudy przekazal organi-
zatorom i uczestnikom 51. Bankietu
Dziedzictwa Narodowego najlepsze
zyczenia oraz serdeczne gratulacje
wyroznionym Nagroda Dziedzictwa

Zespotu Piesni i Tanca ,,Polonia” w programie artystycznym

Narodowego.

Zaprezentowano historyczny
program stowno-muzyczny o pol-
skich drogach do wolnosci zatytuto-
wany ,,Polska Wschodu”. Autorami
scenariusza byli Walter Bochenek
i Mary Sendra Anselmo.

W przedstawieniu wyrezysero-
wanym przez Waltera Bochenka
wystapil Zespot Piesni i Tanica , Polo-
nia” Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzym-
sko-Katolickiego w Ameryce, kto-
rym kieruja Anna and Jaclyn
Krysinski.

Kulminacyjnym punktem Ban-
kietu Dziedzictwa Narodowego byto
wreczenie nagrdd.

Anna Wierzbicki — prezes Fun-
dagji Polsko-Amerykanskiej oddzia-
tu na stan Illinois, Nagrode Dzie-
dzictwa Narodowego (Polish Amer-
ican Foundation Humanitarian
Award) w imieniu fundacji przy-
znata po raz pierwszy.

To zaszczytne wyrdznienie,
nagrode za dzialalnos¢ humanitarna
(Humanitarian Award) otrzymat dr
Willie Wilson.

Nagrody Gléwne Dziedzictwa
przyznawane przez wydzial sta-
nowy Kongresu Polonii Amerykan-
skiej oraz Nagrody Dziedzictwa za
wybitng dziatalnos¢ w réznych kate-
goriach zostaly przyznane nastepu-
jacym osobom i organizacjom.

Wreczali je prezes Michael Nie-
dzinski i wiceprezes Bozenna
Haszlakiewicz.

Jako pierwszy Nagrode Gtéwna
Dziedzictwa Narodowego (Heritage
Award) otrzymat dr Marek Rudnicki
uhonorowany za oddana, wielolet-
nig stuzbe publiczna Polonii i ogrom-
ne zaangazowanie w dziatalno$¢
medyczng w Stanach Zjednoczonych
i Europie.

W uznaniu zastug i oferowanej

il

Prezes PRCUA James Robaczewski
taficzy poloneza z tancerka ,,Polonii”

pomocy przysztym studentom me-
dycyny Nagrode Gtéwna Dziedzic-
twa (Heritage Award) wreczono
celebrujacemu 75. lecie istnienia
Zwiazkowi Lekarzy Polskich w Chi-
cago, ktora odebral aktualny prezes
dr Piotr Brukasz.

Bozena Nowicka McLees — dy-
rektor Interdyscyplinarnego Progra-
mu Studiéw Polskich na Uniwer-
sytecie Loyoli i wiceprezes do spraw
edukacji krajowego KPA zostata
uhonorowana Nagroda Dziedzictwa
(Academic Award)

W Kkategorii dzialalnos¢ bizne-
sowa Nagrode Dziedzictwa (Busi-
ness Award) odebrali Marek i Agnie-
szka Kowalczyk, wlasciciele sklepu
meblowego Idea Furniture, znani ze
swojej dziatalnosci filantropijne;j.

Za obywatelska stuzbe na rzecz
polsko-amerykanskiego srodowiska
nagrode (Civic Award) otrzymat
Krzysztof Wasowicz, burmistrz pod-
chicagowskiego Justice,

Za 82. letnig dziatalnos¢ filan-
tropijna nagrode (Philantropic
Award), odebrana przez prezes
Kathy Lesny-Evans otrzymat Legion
Mtodych Polek.

Nagroda Dziedzictwa za stuzbe
publiczng (Public Service Award)
przypadta w udziale ks. biskupowi
Andrzejowi Wypychowi z Archidie-
cezji Chicago, ktory jest rowniez dy-
rektorem wykonawczym Ligi Kato-
lickiej Religijnej Pomocy Polsce i Po-
lonii. Laureat nie mogt uczestniczy¢
w uroczystosci i nagrode odebrat
nastepnego dnia.

Nagroda specjalng Dziedzictwa
Narodowego ufundowana przez
prezesa KPA-IL (President’s Award)
zostat uhonorowany Andrew Sochaj
z Kanady, wtasciciel Cyclone Man-
ufacturing,

Wydziat stanowy Kongresu Po-
lonii Amerykanskiej nagrodami-nie-
spodziankami uhonorowat czworke
zastluzonych z grona organizacji
dziataczy: Waltera Bochenka, Ewe
Cholewinski, Bozenne Haszlakie-
wicz i Jana Plachte.

Polonezem wspdlnie wykona-
nym z tancerzami ,Polonii” rozpo-
czela sie celebracja sukcesu nagro-
dzonych. Uroczystos¢ prowadzit
Lukasz Dudka.

tekst: Jola Plesiewicz;
zdjecia: Dariusz Pitka

Fragmenty artykutu, ktéry
ukazal sie w ,Dzienniku
Zwiazkowym" w wydaniu 29-31
pazdziernika 2021 r.



UROCZYSTOSC Z OKAZJI 42. ROCZNICY
WIZYTY OJCA SWIETEGO W CHICAGO

Aniela Bartoszek )
Prezes Komitetu Centrum Sw. Jana Pawla Il

W dniu 3 pazdziernika w kosciele Pieciu Braci
Meczennikow uroczyscie obchodzono 42. rocznice
wizyty sw. Jana Pawta Il i odprawionej Mszy sw.
za Polonie. Msze $wieta prowadzit i homilie
oparta o nauczanie swigtego Jana Pawla II,
wyglosit ks. dr Marek Duran, profesor teologii
w Seminarium Biskupa Abramowicza w Munde-
lein w asy$cie ks. Marka Smolki, koordynatora ds.
Polonijnego Duszpasterstwa w archidiecezji chi-
cagowskiej i z nowym wikarym, ks. Sebastianem
Zebrowskim. Procesje wejéciowa prowadzili uta-
nani ze Stowarzyszenia Utanow im. T. Kosciuszki,
ktdérzy zaciagneli honorowa warte przy ottarzu, za
nimi szly poczty sztandarowe reprezentujace kota
przy Zwiazku Podhalan, polonijne szkoty i Radio
Maryja, zespot smyczkowy , Gronik”, duza grupa
dzieci ze szkétki tanecznej przy Zwigzku Podha-
lan oraz przedstawiciele innych organizacji.

Ks. Sebastian Zebrowski powital wiernych
i przedstawil specjalnych gosci, a na czele listy
byta nowa wicekonsul RP, pani Agata Grochow-
ska i 90 letnia pani Esther Mikuta, siostra biskupa
Abramowicza, ktéra z radoscia przywitano
duzymi oklaskami. Po raz pierwszy oficjalnie
W rocznicowej mszy papieskiej uczestniczyli
cztonkowie Zwigzku Klubow Polskich z nowg
prezes, dr Lucja Mirowska-Kope¢, ktéra przybyta
z cztonkami zarzadu, Damami Dworu Krdlowej
Parady Konstytucji 3 Maja, Monika Lebensztejn
oraz Agnieszka Danitowska - Miss Publicznosci.
Najliczniejsza grupe, jak co roku, stanowili gérale
z nowym prezesem Zwiazku Podhalan, Stani-
stawem Sarng, ktéry oprdcz cztonkéw gtownego
zarzadu, przyprowadzit Krélowa Podhalan Jo-
anne Chlebek i Zbodjnika Roku Mateusza Ko-
walczyka, ich zastepcodw, szkdtke taneczng oraz
trebaczy rogéw. We mszy uczestniczyli rowniez
przedstawiciele Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko-
Katolickiego w Ameryce, dyrektor krajowy Mirek
Cislo oraz Edward Muszalski, prezes Grupy
Dorostych PRCUA; Helena Soltys i Marek
Adamczyk, dyrektor szkoty Jana Karskiego,
ktérzy reprezentowali Instytut Dziedzictwa Naro-
dowego Historia - Przystanek Chicago; a takze
Bogdan Struminski z Kota ,Solidarnos$¢”. Uro-
czystos¢ upiekszyli: zespdt smyczkowy ,,Gronik”
Wiadystawa Pawlikowskiego z solista skrzypiec
Bogdanem Pawlikowskim, orkiestra deta Jana
Jamroza i trebacze rogdéw przy ZPPA. W procesji
daréw do ottarza oprécz daréw liturgicznych
przyniesiono kwiaty, rozaniec, oscypek, seruszko
dozynkowe, owoce, wino i chleb. Mocnym glosem
i catym sercem $piewano ,Barke”, ulubiona piesn
$w. Jana Pawta II, ale najgtosniej grali i spiewali
mali cztonkowie zespotu , Gronik”.

Pod koniec mszy, ks. Marek Duran udzielit
specjalnego blogostawienstwa nowej wicekonsul

Agacie Grochowskiej i nowym prezesom z ich
zarzadami, zyczac owocnej pracy dla dobra
kosciota, ich organizacji oraz catej Polonii.

Aniela Bartoszek, prezes Komitetu Centrum
Sw. Jana Pawta II, podzigkowata wszystkim za
obecnosc na wspolnej modlitwie i wreczyta cenne
DVD z wizyty Sw. Jana Pawta II w parafii Pieciu
Braci Meczennikéw, ktdre otrzymali: Esther Mi-
kuta, wicekonsul Agacie Grochowska, dr Lucja
Mirowskiej-Kope¢ i Stanislaw Sarna. Zaprosita
rowniez wszystkich na poczestunek do Sali Bis-
kupa Abramowicza, gdzie Sciany sa ozdobione
duzymi obrazami przedstawiajacymi historyczna
wizyte Ojca Swietego Jana Pawta II w dniu 5
pazdziernika 1979 roku.

Na sali Bp Abramowicza od dawna nie byto
tak gwarno, mito i serdecznie. Niemal wszyscy ro-
bili sobie zdjecia pod obrazami i portretami Sw
Jana Pawta Il i Biskupa Abramowicza. Byta okazja
powspominac¢ czas wizyty Ojca Swietego i nasze
pielgrzymkowe z nim spotkania. Miejmy nadzieje,
ze tak bedzie na nastepnych rocznicowych spot-
kaniach, ktore sa rokrocznie w pierwsza niedzielg
pazdziernika - w Miesiacu Dziedzictwa Polskiego
w Ameryce.

Pani Esther, siostra Bpa Abramowicza otrzymuje
od Anieli Bartoszek ptyte CD

Zdjecia - Zbigniew Przeszlowski

NA WSKROS POLSKI (dok ze str. 27) Polska,

od zenitu/ Wszechdoskonalosci dziejéw/ Wzieta,
tecza zachwytu”. Zreszta rowniez w kolejnym
stuleciu glosy na temat Chopinowskiej
narodowosci styszalnej w muzyce nie cichly -
jedna ze stanowczych wypowiedzi na ten temat
sformutowal niemiecki filozof, socjolog, teoretyk
muzyki i kompozytor Theodor W. Adorno:
,Irzeba sobie zatka¢ uszy, jesli sie¢ nie chce
postrzegac¢ Fantazji f~moll Chopina jako pewnego
rodzaju tragiczno-dekoracyjnej muzyki triumfal-
nej, mowiacej o tym, ze jeszcze Polska nie zgingta
ize[...] ktérego$ dnia na nowo powstanie”.
Polskosc¢ i zarazem europejskos¢, swojskosé
i uniwersalnos¢, emocje i doskonata artystyczna
forma — muzyke Chopina rozumie¢ mozna na
wiele sposobow. Dzi$ wykonywana przez najwy-
bitniejszych pianistéw $wiata, stuchana przez
dziesiatki milionéw nie tylko melomandéw od Ja-
ponii po poéinocna Kanade jest najlepsza,
nietracaca na aktualnos$ci, na polskosci i na uni-
wersalizmie wizytéwka polskiej kultury.

Tekst ukazal sie w nr 35 miesiecznika opinii
“Wszystko co Najwazniejsze” oraz w mediach
$wiatowych w ramach projektu “Opowiadamy
Polske swiatu” realizowanego przy wspolpracy
z Instytutem Pamieci Narodowej i Narodowym
Bankiem Polskim.

Sibbe s o DS St i Sl s St
Modlitwa Wigilijna
Maryjo czysta, blogostaw tej,
Co w milosierdzie nie wierzy.
Niech jasna twoja strudzona dton
Smutki jej wszystkie usmierzy.
Pod twoja reka niechaj ptacze 1zej.
Na wigilijny zeslij jej stot
Zielone drzewko magiczne,
Niech, gdy go dotknie, styszy gwar pszczdt,
Niech jabtka sypia sig sliczne.
A zamiast $wiec daj gwiazde mroznych pol.
Przyprowadz blisko pochdd biatych gér,
Niechaj w jej okno $wieca.
Astrologowie z Chaldei, z Ur,
Pamie¢ ztych lat niech ulecza.
Zmarli poeci niechaj dotkna strun
Samotnej zanuca kolede.
Czestaw Mitosz

To juz pora na wigilie

To juz pora na wigilie, to juz czas,
A tu jeszcze kogo$ nie ma posrod nas,
A tu jeszcze, a tu jeszcze kto$ ma przyjs¢,
Bo przy stole wolne miejsce czeka dzis.
Gwiazdo betlejemska, prowadz go przez $wiat,
Zeby razem z nami przy tym stole siadt.
Prowadz go tu do nas z tych dalekich drég,
Zeby razem z nami koledowaé mogh.
Daj mu $wiatlo, bo tak tatwo zmylic élad,
Daj nadzieje, kiedy w oczy wieje wiatr,
Bo samotny nikt nie moze zosta¢ dzis...

Wanda Chotomska
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LIFE INSURANCE
WHOLE, TERM & FINAL EXPENSE

SAVE 10% — CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
SINGLE PAY WHOLE LIFEFORAGES 0— 15 &5 mos.

ANNUITIES

NON-QUALIFIED & IRAS

2.62% APY (525,000 MIN. DEPOSIT)
WITH THE WHITE EAGLE 2 YEAR ANNUITY
AVAILABLE THROUGH DECEMBER 31, 2021

MEMBER BENEFITS

v/ POLISH LANGUAGE & DANCE SCHOOLS

v/ SCHOLARSHIPS & EDUCATIONAL LOANS
v/ CULTURE & TRADITION

v/ SPORTS TOURNAMENTS

v NAROD POLSKI & OTHER PUBLICATIONS
v/ PERKSPOT & PRESCRIPTION DISCOUNTS
v’ AND MUCH MORE!
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