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HAPPY NEW YEAR!

Szczesliwego
Nowego Roku!
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We wish you a Happy and Healthy 2022! It is hard to believe another year has passed by. The past year has tested
us in many ways. Our country and the world have been divided into extremes with the ongoing pandemic. Rather
than looking at the other side’s point of view, there is finger pointing and name calling, with no middle road available
or taken.

As we progress into the upcoming year, we pray that COVID cases decrease and the population’s immunity de-
velops. May we maintain our health and take care of our family and friends to assure that they are well. Resolve this
year to take a step back and enjoy the beauty of what surrounds you. Maybe, if we take time to relax, all of us would
become a little more tolerant of each other and bring the country closer again. We need to understand that everyone
has a different perspective on subjects, be it political or religious. As a group of proud Americans of Polish Descent,
we should stand together and pray for peace and happiness for our country, our motherland and the world.

Remember to be proud of your heritage and instill that in your children, their children and their children. With
your support and membership in the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, you help ensure that our culture will
continue to thrive through Polish language and dance schools as well as the other cultural and fraternal events we
sponsor throughout the year.

On behalf of the officers, directors and staff of the PRCUA, I wish you a happy and fruitful New Year!

Remember, get involved, stay involved and get others involved!

™

Dear PRCUA Members and Friends!

Fraternally yours,

James Robaczewski
National President

PRC UAL"#\ ...protecting L‘{l through all its stages! PRCUA.ORG | IO @@ O
Life Insurance & Annqu

Member Benefits



PROPOSED CHANGES
TO THE PRCUA
CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS

The Constitution Committee is accepting proposed
changes to the PRCUA Constitution and By-Laws. Any
PRCUA member, Society, Circuit or District in good
standing has the right to propose changes to the PRCUA
Constitution and By-Laws. These changes must be sub-
mitted IN WRITING to the Constitution Committee by
June 1, 2022 for consideration. Please follow the format
below when submitting proposed changes. The Com-
mittee will accept proposed changes until June 1, 2022.
Thank you.

NAROD POLSKI
ISSN 0027-7894
Official Publication of the

Polish Roman Catholic Union
of America

JANUARY

1 NEWYEAR’S DAY

8 STERLING HTS., Ml - ZAJACZEK DANCE ENSEM-

BLE GRADUATION PRESENTATION BALL on Sat,,

Jan. 8, at Century Banquet Center, 33204 Maple Lane, Sterling Hts., M.

Doors open at 6 p.m., program at 6:30 p.m., dinner at 6:45 p.m. For

FREQUENCY: Published Monthly ;E:i.lcnofcr)nr.mauon, contact Colleen Bonkowski at zajaczekdance@
NAROD POLSKI

CONTACT INFORMATION:

(including materials for publications)

Executive Editor:

Lidia Kowalewicz

19 WARREN Ml - ST. RITA #1368 ELECTION OF OF-

FICERS AND GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING on

Wed, Jan 19, at 7 p.m. at Metro Bar & Grill, 30860 Ryan Rd,Warren,

MI. Anyone interested in becoming officer or coming to the meeting,
please call Mike Ozog at 248-943-9687 (mozogb69@gmail.com).
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773-782-2639
Toll-Free: 1-800-772-8632,
Ext. 2639
lidia-kowalewicz@prcua.org

Publisher:
PRCUA President
James J. Robaczewski

Publication Dept. Administrator:
PRCUA Vice President
Micheline 1. Jaminski

Graphic Design:
PRCUA Marketing Department

POSTMASTER,
SEND ADDRESS CORRECTIONS
TO:
Narod Polski
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642-4101

Change of delivery address or
other newspaper related inquiries:
narod-polski@prcua.org

RCUA CONTACT INFORMATION:
Due to COVID-19, the PRCUA
Home Office will operate
on a modified schedule
until further notice.
Appointments are preferred
for in-person visits.

Temporary Hours of Operation:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday,
and Friday — 8:00 a.m.-5:30 p.m.
Closed on Wednesday.

Telephone: 773-782-2600
Toll-Free: 1-800-772-8632
Fax: 773-278-4595

prcua.org

22 HICKORY HILLS, IL - WESOLY LUD POLISH FOLK

DANCE CO. 45TH ANNIVERSARY DINNER DANCE

& SHOW on Sat,, Jan. 22, at 7 p.m. at Camelot Banquets, 8624 95th
St.,, Hickory Hills, IL. See pg. 5 for more details.

FEBRUARY

5 STERLING HTS., Ml - ZAJACZEK DANCE ENSEM-

BLE POLSKA ZABAWA PARTY on Sat., Feb. 5 at, 6 p.m.

at American Polish Century Banquet Center, 33204 Maple Lane, Ster-

ling Hts., MI. Ticket information: 586-770-7397 or zajaczekdance@
yahoo.com. See pg. 12 for more details.

MARIA KONOPNICKA POLISH SCHOOL BANQUET
on Sat., Feb 5.

12 ST. RAPHAEL KALINOWSKI SCHOOL DANCE on
Sat., Feb 12.

21 PRESIDENTS DAY - PRCUA OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED

24 TLUSTY CZWARTEK (PL)

26 31st ANNUAL SHIRLEY ANN GALANTY MICHI-
GAN STATE BALL on Sat. Feb. 26.

For updates on any of the PRCUA events, please con-
tact your local PRCUA districts, societies and schools,
and check Narod Polski, PRCUA social media
platforms and www.prcua.org.

IMPORTANT NOTICE TO
PRCUA SOCIETIES

According to the PRCUA Constitution and By-Laws,
Societies must elect delegates and alternates to the 63rd
PRCUA Quadrennial Convention during the months of
April or May. Contact your Society representatives for in-
formation about the Society's meeting if it is not listed in
the Calendar of Events.

All Secretaries are urged to email the meeting infor-
mation to narod-polski@prcua.org before March 15, 2022

Proposal to the Constitution Committee
Name

Street

City, State, Zip

Phone: (_) E-mail:

Your PRCUA Society Number

Changes proposed to these articles:
Chapter Article
Title of Article

Page(s)

Reason for proposed change:

Proposed wording;:

Send proposed changes by June 1, 2022 to:
PRCUA Constitution Committee
Secy.-Treas. Agnieszka Bastrzyk

984 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642-4101

The LEADERS OF THE POLISH ROMAN

CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA column will be

to have the Society's meeting listed in the April and/or L
continued in future editions of the NAROD POLSKI

May issue of the Nardd Polski Calendar of Events.

Page 2 | NAROD POLSKI Polisk Natiern | January 2022

Gad@E0




T’IS Seqsg for theﬁ!ﬁ of W

T

—
&8
'

SAVE 10% when you purchase
$5000 < $10000 « $25000 < $50,000

or greater

PRCUALék Single Pay Whole Life Insurance

Available for little ones age 2 weeks to |5 years and 5 months.
Applicants will receive a free gift and a chance to WIN one of
three Grand Prizes. Applications with face amounts of $25000 or
more will receive 2 raffle tickets per application! The Grand Prize
drawing will take place February 15, 2022. Winners will be
announced in the March 2022 Naréd Polski and on PRCUA.org.

Call for details or visit PRCUA.org

(773) 782-2642

Michael Dziadkowiec
Sales Coordinator

(773) 782-2644

Marge Grzeszczuk
Sales Associate

N\ *

Secty & Protection!

through
January 31, 2022

Highlights of the
Single Pay Whole Life

Insurance Plan

@ One payment for a
lifetime of security for
your loved one

& Builds cash value
@ Dividend participating

9 Eligibility for membership
benefits such as
educational scholarships
& sports tournaments

Sample Rates for Females
$5,000 $10,000 $25,000

$50,000

$661.95  $1,09890  $2,409.75  $4,594.50

5 $72842  $1,231.83  $2,742.08  $5,259.15 5
10 $806.63  $1,38825  $3,133.13  $6,041.25 10
I5 $896.99  $1,56897  $3,584.93  $6,944.85

$5,000

$717.84
$792.77
$881.06
$981.86

Sample Rates for Males
$10,000 $25,000

$50,000

$1,210.68
$1,360.53
$1,537.11
$1,738.71

$2,689.20
$3,063.83
$3,505.28
$4,009.28

$5,153.40
$5,902.65
$6,785.55
$7,793.55

All applications for the PRCUAL\‘#- 2021 Christmas Special are subject to underwriting and must be postmarked by January 31, 2022

PoLISH ROMAN CATHoOLIC UNION OF AMERICA | (800) 772-8632 | PRCUA.ORG

202112-EN-CS-NP
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v Coverage minimum $5,000+
v Plan issue ages 0 to 65

v Payments end at age 70

v Builds cash value

v Dividend participating*

v Guaranteed premium rates

v Guaranteed lifetime coverage**
v Benefits are paid tax-free to beneficiaries
v Reduce your financial obligation at retirement age

*Dividends ore nat guoraniteed, **When scheduls of premiums are mode.

;;;,m TING JANUARY 2022 § RCUA%;;

Sample Rates for Females Sample Rates for Males _

Age S$5000 510,000 525,000 $50,000 Age 55000 510,000 525,000 $50,000 q
25 $103.30 $156.40 $309.75 5556.00 25 $108.460 5167.20 5335.50 5606.50 J '%:

35 $127.50 5205.00 5428.00 5786.50 35 5135.35 $220.70 5466.00 5861.00 E

45 5171.75 $293.50 5643.50 $1,206.50 45 5183.40 5317.20 5701.25 51,319.00 i

55 5277.10 5504.20 $1,157.25 $2,207.50 55 5296.80 5543.40 $1,253.25 $2,395.00 ;3%

45 979115 $1.532.30 93.663.25 57.091.00 45 5848.35 51.644.70 53,942.00 57.634.50 bt~

Cﬂ” thE PRCUA SdIGS Departme.nt FOI' dﬂtﬂ!l's s Annual standord non-tobacco rates shown, Rates subject fo undenwriting review.

Michael Dziadkowiec sales Coordinator (773) 782-2642 ] Marge Grzeszczuk Sales Associate (773) 782-2644
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/ Insurance Checklist for the New Year — Are You Prepared for 2022? /
Make a resolution to review your coverage and beneficiaries!

The start of a new year is a great time to reevaluate your life insurance for the unexpected really is. Take some time to talk with your sales

coverage. Changing circumstances may lead to different insurance representative and review your certificates to see if they meet your

needs. Did you have a baby? Get married? Purchase a new home current needs. Even if you haven’t experienced a life changing event,

or car? If so, you’ll want to check whether you have the right fit in you could be eligible for discounts or new insurance products may

policy protection. COVID-19 has highlighted how important planning better serve your needs.

Impact on Life Insurance and Annuities

Changes—such as a birth, divorce, remarriage or even a new mortgage or new job—are indicators that you might need to make changes to
your life insurance, or at the very least, that you should review your coverage.

Read your policy carefully and answer these questions:

e What is your current amount of coverage? Is this sufficient to protect your loved ones if something were to happen to you?
e Do premiums or benefits vary from year to year?

¢ |s there cash value? If so, how does it grow?
¢ Can the certificate be converted into another form of insurance or annuity?
¢ Are the beneficiary designations on your life insurance or annuities current?

In the case of the birth of a child or a new marriage, you might want to consider increasing your death benefit.

Alternatively, events like paying off your mortgage, retirement or children finishing college might mean that you can lower your life insurance
coverage and premiums. Your life insurance company might be able to offer “conversion privileges” from your current term life insurance
policy to a new whole life insurance policy without a medical exam. You might also be able to expand your death benefits so they can be
used while you are still living. Ask your PRCUALife sales representative about these options.

Remain current on product specials and offers — read the Nardd Polski and check our website and social media pages. o \
. ) PRCUA :
For more information, contact us today!
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"THE NEXT BEST THING"

Ir. \

(minimum face amount $25K)’
For detalts contact the PRCUA Sales Department”

— OFFER — E OF THESE
NTAG
EXTENDED! LIy Y I
——— WHILE THEY LA‘S”

ELITEY [8 vEAR]

3.757%

STARY [5 YEAR]

3.007

EDGE+ [3 YEAR]

2.507%

APY
1 YEAR GUARANTEE
MIN. GUAR. 2.00%

MINIMUM DEPOSIT
=500

2021 ANNUITY SERIES

v/ EARN MORE MONEY

v/ LOWER your INCOME TAX BILL

v/ BOOST your RETIREMENT INCOME
v J0IN PReUALife

by opening a new PRCUALife Annuity
or transferring your existing occount

For more information:

(800) 772-8632
PRCUA.ORG

PRCUALs&é\

PO 106 EXT-ESE-AN: EN-NF

Financial security for your family
if the unexpected.happens...

2106-He-IFR-EN

$ 11 per month*

*20 yr. Renewable Level Term life insurance for $100,000
female (30 years old, non-tobacco, preferred rate)

(800) 772-8632 | PRCUA.ORG

The WESOLY LUD

Polish Folk Dance Company
of the
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

cordially invites you to attend its

j 45th ANNIVERSARY
# DINNER DANCE & SHOW §

Camelot Banquets
8624 W. 95th St, Hickory Hills, IL 60457
Saturday, January 22, 2022

Entrance 7:00 PM  Dinner 7:30 PM
Donation $45.00 (children 3-8 $22.50)

CASH BAR
RSVP by January 12, 2022
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FREE OF CHARGE TO PRCUA MEMBERS!
— with free shipping up to 5 copies —

6
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 FREE to PRCUA members
"";"'tf;‘dﬂ'.ee, shipping for rh‘e ﬁ.rst@g_g_:rjﬁ

preualife; FOLK €
Coloring/Bo

FREE with $3 shipping
for the first book oty

$1 for each additional book

$3 each plus
$3 shipping for one-$1 each add'l

osTul
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2 Designs Available!

PRCUA

OVER THE EAR ADJUSTABLE

Face Masks

RED,
WHITE
& BLUE

$10 each

Free shipping up to 5 masks

POLAND)
VoL, Ii|

A5

To order, contact the PRCUA Marketing Department with your order information: (773) 782-2630 — or — marketing@prcua.org — or -
pay online at PRCUA.org (scroll down on main page) - or — complete the form below and mail (with your check payable to PRCUA) to:

PRCUA Marketing Dept., 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642

ITEM DESCRIPTION PRICE [ QUANTITY | 3B G s, | v
2022 PRCUA CALENDAR FREE FREE SHIPPING UP TO 5 COPIES FREE
POLISH AND AMERICAN TREASURES OF NATURE (OVER 5 COPIES CALL FOR SHIPPING COST)
THE PADEREWSKI ROOM $3EACH X 4 S3SHIPPING FORFIRSTBOOK ~ _
OF THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA BOOK $1 SHIPPING FOR EACH ADD'L BOOK
PROMOTING POLISH CULTURE FREE FREE SHIPPING FOR FIRST BOOK FREE
A HISTORY OF PRCUA SCHOOLS AND GROUPS (ADD'L COPIES CALL FOR SHIPPING COST)
PRCUALife FOLK COSTUMES OF POLAND - voL. it FREE + $3 SHIPPING FOR FIRSTBOOK L
COLORING BOOK i $1SHIPPING FOR EACH ADD'L BOOK T
SHARING OUR BEST- FAVORITE RECIPES OF PRCUA MEMBERS 1 Ll
130™ PRCUA ANNIVERSARY COOKBOOK $15 EACH ::( $2 SHIPPING EACH BOOK =
ife FACE MASKS ' fiD FREE SHIPPING 5MASKS
EE?S?RED, WHITE & BLUE $10EACH X BLUE> @”‘} (OVER S MASKS CALL FOR SHIPPING COST) =
TOTAL AMOUNT
ENCLOSED
HAME
ADDRESS
ciTy STATE i
PHONE EMAIL 202201-ORDFRM-NP



PRCUA GWIAZDA DANCERS’
LATEST HAPPENINGS

By Nicholas J. Nowakowski
Gwiazda Secretary & 1997 Alumnus

With Thanksgiving over, the
holidays are in full swing. The
PRCUA Gwiazda Dancers have
found their Christmas cheer as we
roll toward the big day!

Rather than spend her Thanks-
giving weekend checking out Black
Friday deals, Gwiazda’s choreogra-
pher Basia Nowakowski traveled to
Milwaukee, WI from November 26
through 28, 2021, to participate in a
workshop sponsored by the Polish
Folk Dance Association of the Ame-
ricas and hosted by the Syrena
Dancers of Milwaukee, WI. At the
workshop, she and choreographers
and dancers from several other
PRCUA dance groups (as well as
dancers and choreographers from
non-PRCUA dance groups) learned

Gwiazda choreographer Basia
Nowakowski (r) and Nick Nowakowski (1)
with Piotr Kulka (c) at the PFDAA
Wielkopolska workshop.
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Gwiazda dancers celebrate Mr. Bielenda’s birthday

dances, songs, and folklore from the
region of Wielkopolska and its sur-
rounding subregions from Piotr
Kulka, the artistic director and cho-
reographer of ZPiT Wielkopolanie
from Poznan, Poland.

On November 29, during Gwi-
azda’s regular practice in Ham-
tramck, MI, the group was happy to
celebrate Vice President Emeritus,
Bob Bielenda’s birthday. Sto Lat, Mr.
Bielenda!

On December 6, the Gwiazda
Dancers made Christmas cards to
send to veterans in VA hospitals.
When the dancers returned from
practice, they found that St. Nicholas
had visited leaving their shoes filled
with festive treats.

On December 13, the Gwiazda
Dancers held their annual Christmas
party at the Garden Bowl in Detroit,
MI. The event featured bowling,
pizza, a celebration of Brad & Mo-
nika’s wedding anniversary, and a
visit from St. Nicholas. St. Nicholas
brought each dancer a new Gwiazda
Dancers sweatshirt that they can
wear for all those wintertime prac-
tices in 2022. Each Gwiazda dancer
also received a Christmas gift from
Ms. Trish, one of the group’s biggest
supporters. Thank you so much!
Thanks to everyone who helped
make the party such a success.

On December 16, families of the
Gwiazda Dancers converged on the
Moose Lodge in Hamtramck, MI to
pickup their holiday pierogi and
kielbasa orders as part of Gwiazda’s
annual pierogi and kielbasa Christ-
mas time fundraiser in conjunction
with Srodek’s Campau Quality

w Py
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Meats. Thanks to the Srodek family
for their continued support.

The Gwiazda Dancers still have
some events on the horizon before
the calendar flips to 2022. We wish

o
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everyone a happy, healthy and
prosperous New Year. The Gwiazda
Dancers are on social media. You can
like our page on Facebook or follow
us on Twitter (@PRCUA_Gwiazda).

J 7
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Gwiazda dancers with St. Nicholas at the 2021 Christmas party

POLISH NEWS
BYTES

Robert Strybel
Warsaw Correspondent

Freedom-fighting poet Mochnacki
returns 197 years on - The remains of
Maurycy Mochnacki (1803-1834) re-
cently returned to Poland with full
military honors. His funeral mass at
the Polish Army’s Field Cathedral in
Warsaw was attended by govern-
ment officials including Prime Min-

ister Mateusz Morawiecki, after
which his coffin was laid to rest in
the Lane of Honor at Powazki Ce-
metery. During his brief 31 years on
earth, Mochnacki was a literary, the-
ater and music critic, journalist, pia-
nist, historian, conspirator and
freedom-fighter. He was one of the
main theorists of Polish Romanti-
cism, which he believed best ex-
pressed the Polish soul. He joined
secret anti-Russian groups, fought in
several battles of the 1830 November
Insurrection and suffered multiple
wounds before emigrating to France.

JANLTIND
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ANNUAL PRCUA
OPLATEK

PRCUA members were very happy to cele-
brate in person the annual PRCUA Opfatek, hosted
by District #8 on December 4, 2021 at the Polish
Highlanders Restaurant in Chicago.

Program coordinator Danielle Kroplewski
warmly welcomed everyone to the Oplatek and in-
troduced the special guests, including: PRCUA na-
tional officers and directors President James
Robaczewski with wife Elaine, Vice President
Micheline Jaminski with husband Richard, Secre-
tary-Treasurer Agnieszka Bastrzyk with husband
Daniel, Chaplain Rev. Canon Walter Ptak, D-2 Di-
rector Louis Perfetto, D-6 Director Andrew Lech,
D-7 Directors Anna Krysinski and Joanna Chole-
winski, D-8 Directors Elizabeth Dynowski and
Myron Cislo with wife Elizabeth, D-10 Director
Colleen Bonkowski with husband Brian; Stanistaw
Sarna, president of the Polish Highlanders Alli-
ance of North America; members of the Adult Cul-
ture Group; 2022 Cinderella and Prince Charming
Natalia Bafia and Marcel Duda and runner-up
Jakub Niedzielski; and president of District #8,
James Rustik.

Danielle asked President Robaczewski to
begin the program and lead everyone in singing a
few Christmas carols.

The dinner began with the traditional sharing
of Christmas wafer.

After dinner, dancers from the Wesoty Lud
Polish Folk Dance Co. and the Southwest Center
of Polish Song and Dance (SWCPSD) presented a
short program of dances from the regions of East-
ern Krakéw, Kurpie, Cieszyn, and Spisz, choreo-
graphed by Richard Jaminski and Ania
Kraszewski-Winkler.

President Robaczewski praised the dancers
for their beautiful performance and thanked them
and their parents for their commitment to the
PRCUA dance groups. He also took the opportu-
nity to wish Happy Birthday and Sto Lat to Dan-
ielle Kroplewski.

The program continued with the long-awaited
visit from Saint Nicholas (played by Walter Dy-
nowski), who presented all the kids with gifts.

Before the end of the program, Rev. Walter
Ptak offered a closing prayer and blessing, fol-
lowed by a cash raffle run by James Rustic, which
brought many happy smiles to the lucky winners.

Danielle Kroplewski Rev. Canon Walter Ptak

= Uity
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Wesoly Lud and SWCPSD dancers in a short program



President of the Polish Highlanders Stanistaw Sarna wishing PRCUA members Jakub Niedzielski, Natalia Bafia and
a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year Marcel Duda with Saint Nick

'Iﬁn

e | R
D-7 Directors (sitting center) Joanna Cholewinski = 2
and Anna Krysinski Guests sharing opfatek

D-8 Director Elizabeth
Dynowski with St. Nick -
Walter Dynowski

== -

Director of Marketing Elzbieta i
Sawczuk and Director of Louis Perfetto, Jr. and
Sales Michael Dziadkowiec James Rustik

Wesoly Lud dancers with PRCUA Officers and Directors and President of Polish Highlanders Stanistaw Sar;a
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8™ ANNUAL PRCUA MICHIGAN
CULTURAL WORKSHOP

By Tom Lisiecki

PRCUA Michigan Cultural Workshop
coordinator/ Past PRCUA National
Director, District #10

On Sunday, November 7, 2021,
District #10, together with the Mich-
igan PRCUA dance school directors,
sponsored the Eighth Annual
PRCUA Michigan Cultural Work-
shop for youth. This year, approx-
imately 100 children and young
adults attended the event at the
PRCUA #162 Hall in Wyandotte, MI
to learn more about their Polish cul-
ture and heritage. When the students
started arriving at 9 a.m., Maria Jal-
kiewicz (Polskie Maki director) and
Tom Lisiecki (Halka and Zakopane
chorographer/teacher) greeted, reg-
istered, and assigned students to
their specific workshop groups.
While the students waited for classes
to begin, Laura Hezja (Halka direc-
tor) with some helpers, served a
Continental breakfast of juice, ba-
gels, muffins and other goodies.

BINGO - The first workshop was
the Polish Bingo class. Kristi Mihalic
(Wieliczka Director) headed the
class, with helpers from Opole and
Halka moms. It was so much fun
with the students playing traditional
bingo but in place of numbers, over
40 Polish words were used such as:
one/jeden, eagle/orzet, milk/mleko,
and uncle/wujek. In each game, the
bingo cards kept switching from
English to Polish and the students
learned a few Polish words to use at
home/dom.

POLISH COOKING - The next
workshop was the cooking class.
This was taught by Lisa Brandt (Ro-
galin director), along with a few Ro-
galin parents to assist. They taught
the students how to make pierogi
dough and potato/cheese filling and

Workshop registration

how to fill and "pinch" the pierogi
dough closed. After all the pierogi
were boiled, each student got to
enjoy the fruits of their labor.

When the first half of the work-
shops was completed, everyone took
a lunch break. Thanks to our break-
fast and lunch meal coordinator,
Laura Hejza, we feasted on pizza,
beverages and a variety of desserts
and treats. The students enjoyed
great conversations, not only with
each other, but also with the PRCUA
dance school directors and choreog-
raphers.

POLISH FOLK DANCING - The
next class was the Polish folk dance
class. The instructor was Donna
Skurski  (Opole  chorographer/
teacher). The students were taught
some dances and games from the
Podlasie region. Donna also re-
viewed the five national dances of
Poland with them.

POLISH CRAFTS - The final
class was the Polish folk art class led
by Jessica Urban-Wendt (Gwiazda
director) assisted by Karen Lubiarz
(Tatry choreographer/teacher), and
parent volunteers from Zajaczek and
Halka schools. After giving a brief
explanation about the poppy being
the national flower of Poland, she
also explained to the students that
the Polish have been make crafts out
of paper for over 1,000 years. Using
a template that she created, tissue
paper and some glue, the kids
created their own paper poppies.
The kids not only crafted their own
paper poppies, but they also colored
a beautiful picture of poppies and
framed them to display at home.

As the day ended, each student
received a commemorative t-shirt of
the event, compliments of the
PRCUA Home Office, along with a
bag filled with PRCUA goodies, and
a certificate of participation. Thanks
also go to all of the Michigan dance
school directors for all the work and
effort they put into organizing and
running the 2021 PRCUA Michigan
Cultural Workshop. Because of
them, everyone had a great time
learning Polish culture, developed a
greater appreciation for their Polish
heritage..., and even made a few
new friends!

Workshop breakfast



Cooking class

Dancing class

Fraternal )
Recipe
Corner

J

CHEESY “COOKIES”
1 1/4 c flour, 1 c spicy cheese, 1 ¢ butter, 2 egg
yolks, olives stuffed with pepper

Mix flour with butter and cheese, previously
grated on the small side of the grater. Add yolks
and knead the dough until smooth. Roll out the
dough to a thickness of about 1/4 inch and cut out
the cookies with a glass or cookie cutter. Cut the
olives in half and press them into the middle of
each cookie. Preheat oven to Bake for 10-12 mi-
nutes in a preheated to 395° F.

COOKIES WITH A MESSAGE
11/2 c flour, 3/4 c powdered sugar, 1 Tbsp vanilla
sugar, 3 eggs, 1 tablespoon oil, 1 tsp water

Mix all the ingredients together in a mixer
until you get a smooth dough. Roll the dough
thinly and divide it into squares. Write down mes-

sages on the small strips of paper. Fold the strips
and place them on the dough squares, stick the
edges together of each square to form a pyramid.
Brush the cookies with a beaten egg. Bake in an
oven preheated to 355° F for about 15-20 minutes,
until golden brown.

POPPY SEED ROLL
Dough: 1 1/4 c flour, 1/2 ¢ milk, 7 oz fresh yeast, 3
egg yolks, 1 c sugar, 3 1/2 oz butter
Poppy seed filling: 10 oz dry poppy seeds, 1/3 tsp
almond oil or vanilla extract, 2 eggs, honey - to
taste, almonds, nuts, raisins, orange peel.
Icing: 3 1/2 oz powdered sugar, lemon juice

Place poppy seeds in a bowl and scald them
with boiling water (leave in water overnight.)
Drain soaked seeds in the sieve lined with gauze
for up to an hour. Grind the seeds in a food pro-
cessor 3 times, add other filling ingredients, mix
and set aside.

Heat milk until lukewarm, add yeast and
2 Tbsp sugar, mix, and set it aside to rise. Mix egg
yolks with the remaining sugar until fluffy. Melt
butter in a separate dish. Sift flour into a bowl, add
risen yeast and egg mixture and knead everything
with a mixer. Pour melted butter gradually and
mix again. Divide the dough into 3 parts. Sprinkle

board with flour, roll out the dough on the parch-
ment until quite thin. Put the poppy seed mixture
on the rolled out dough. Using parchment (or bak-
ing paper), roll the dough into a roll (make sure
you don’t roll the parchment in the middle). Pre-
heat oven to 395° F. Wrap the parchment paper
loosely around the cake and bake it for about 30
minutes. Mix powdered sugar with lemon juice
until the ingredients are combined (it should be
smooth) and pour over the poppy seed roll after it
cools down.

PEANUT BUTTER AND RASPBERRY CAKE

5 large eggs (at room temperature), 3/4 c brown
sugar, 1/3 c canola oil, 5 Tbsp crunchy peanut
butter, 11/2 c flour, 1 1/2 tsp baking soda, 7 0z (or
2/3 c) fresh raspberries, powdered sugar.

Crack eggs into a bowl, add sugar and mix at
the highest speed of the mixer until the mass in-
creases in volume. Reduce the mixing speed, suc-
cessively add oil and peanut butter. Add flour and
baking soda and mix well. Line a 8x8 inch baking
pan with baking paper, pour in the dough. Place
raspberries on top of the mixture evenly. Preheat
oven to 350° F and bake for 45 minutes. Take the
cake out of the oven and let it cool down. Sprinkle
with powdered sugar before serving.
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ZAJACZEK DANCE ENSEMBLE

NEWS

By Barb Ozog, Secretary
Zajaczek Dance Ensemble

PRCUA held a cultural work-
shop in Wyandotte on November 7.
Students from different dance
schools in the area participated in the
workshop. The children learned how
to make pierogi, played Polish lan-
guage bingo, learned a Polish dance,
and made paper poppies, the na-
tional flower of Poland.

Zajaczek held a vendor night
during dance practice at Carpathia
Club in Sterling Heights, MI on No-
vember 18. There were approx-
imately 20 vendors on site selling

their products. These included
homemade hot cocoa bombs, Us-
bourne books, Pampered Chef, Nor-
wex, jewelry, and many others. Each
vendor had a prize bag that was raf-
fled off at the end of the evening.
Zajaczek will be hosting Polska
Zabawa on February 5. This event
will be held at the American Polish
Century Club in Sterling Heights.
Tickets are $30 and include Polish
street food, open bar, and DJ enter-
tainment. There will also be raffles,
games, and raffle baskets. This event
sells out, so get your tickets early! For
ticket information, contact 586-770-
7397 or zajaczekdance@ yahoo.com.

Lofaczok Dance Ensemble, ,

POLSKA 7ABAWA

NaZdrowie i

a8 Polish Party!

JOIN US february 5th

@b6pm

$30 &

POLSKA ZABAWA |

—, BRI MIT

o

fﬁf!’i‘;ﬁ?{?{ﬁfﬂ #fé’i’;’ﬁ(ﬁ-‘fﬁfﬂ..
Polish Street Food « OPEN BAR = DJ Entertainment

__"f)e' Mﬂ?f/ﬁf/m’, .
Baskets » Games = Raffles

%’fﬂ?ﬁ’(ﬂ Colich Bed!
AMERICAN POLISH CENTURY CLUB

33204 Maple Lane Sterling Heights,

Michigan 48312

TICKET INFO 586-770-7397

zajaczekdance@yahoo.com

“ZAJACZEK DANCE ENSEMEBLE

QUEENS FOR A DAY

By Teresa Gibala

The Toledo Polka Society (TAPS)
held it Annual Membership Dance
on November 7 in the Misiuda Hall
at the PRCUA Club. The theme of
this dance was Polka Queens past
and present of Toledo. The dance
hosted the queens in recognition for
their service in promoting Polish cul-
ture.

The music was provided by
Randy Krajewski and Choice. Polka
Queens could be seen dancing to the

joyful music, sashes flying on both
young and old. Everyone had a ball
and the event was a huge success. It
was fun getting out for dancing and
a return to normalcy. One of the
many attendees was Tom Jesio-
nowski, National Director from Dis-
trict 5.

The next TAPS event - a dinner
and dance Chirstmas party - was
held on Decemeber 5. The band was
The Boys. What a great time to polka
and have fun dancing again.




2022 PRCUA CALENDAR

UNVEILED!

By Elzbieta Sawczuk
and Anne Moschopoulos
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Patrycja Stepniak

A calendar. It would be hard to
live without one. We have them on
our phones, computers, tablets and
watches, but many of us still keep to
the tradition of hanging one on our
wall. It is also a tradition that
PRCUALife issues a printed version
of the calendar every year, one that
has become our most popular pro-

PRCUA Officers and Marketing Director
promoting the calendar

motional item and a membership
benefit enjoyed by our members. In
the calendar, we promote our mis-
sion and financial offers: life insur-
ance and retirement accounts. But
most of all, we showcase culture and
art in it. Previous themes have in-
cluded stained glass windows and
saints, the history of PRCUA, the
faces of Polish history, beautiful Pol-
ish cities and folk traditions in tradi-
tional Polish wycinanki. This year, in
the 2022 edition, we present the
treasures of Polish and American na-
ture.

Each of us holds dear certain
places in our heart and mind and
landscapes or memories from where
we live or where we’ve travelled. On
both sides of the ocean, there are un-
forgettable mountains, lakes, beach-
es, cliffs, and various picturesque
nooks, many of which have been
captured on canvas by Patrycja Step-
niak and made available to us for the
PRCUALife calendar. You will see
not only natural treasures of Poland
such as the Tatra Mountains, Masu-
ria, Podlasie, the Baltic Sea Coast, but
also scenes from the United States,
featuring Florida, Colorado, Utah
and California, among others.

The publication is produced by
the PRCUA Marketing Department
with graphic designers Lisa Terlecki
and Anne Moschopoulos, under the
direction of Vice President Micheline
Jaminski and Director of Marketing
Elzbieta Sawczuk.

The premiere of the 2022
PRCUA calendar took place on No-
vember 30th at the Great Hall of the
Polish Museum of America during
the art exhibition of Patricia’s Step-
niak paintings. Patricia runs the Pa-

Author with guests

triciaArtStudio Factory of Imagina-
tion. It is a place where creative
people come and turn the everyday
world into art. It is a place for every-
one who is or wants to be creative.
This exhibit — LIFE IS ART —is the re-
sult of Patricia's extraordinary
travels — hours of walking along
trails and gazing at the beauty of this
world.

The musical part of the evening
was presented by Grazyna Auguscik:
singer, arranger, composer, pro-
ducer and the creator of over 21 al-
bums. She is also the founder of the
Sounds and Notes Foundation and
initiated the Chopin in The City fes-
tival in Chicago. Acclaimed by critics
as one of the most interesting figures
on the world jazz scene, Grazyna
Auguscik was accompanied by Paul
Bedal on the piano.

Among guests present at the
event was the Consul of the Republic
of Poland for the Polish Diaspora in

PRCUA President James Robaczewski

Chicago  Agata  Grochowska,
PRCUA officers President James Ro-
baczewski, Vice President Micheline
Jaminski, and Secretary-Treasurer
Agnieszka Bastrzyk, as well as PMA
President Richard Owsiany, PMA
Managing Director Malgorzata Kot,
PRCUA and PMA staff, artist Patri-
cia Stepniak with her family, stu-
dents from the PatriciaArt Studio
and representatives of the Chicago
media. All
guests received
a 2022 PRCUA
calendar. If you
would like to
order this pop-
ular publica-
tion, please
contact us at
marketing@
prcua.org.

Grazyna Auguscik

with pianist
Paul Bedal

SOCIETY #1622 PRESENTED
YOUNG MEMBERS WITH GIFTS

Officers from the Society #1622 awarded their members which partici-
pated in the Cinderella and Prince Charming Ball on November 20, 2021 with
monetary gifts.

|

Soc. #1622 Officers (I-r): Edward Muszalski, Vicky Kroblewski, Krystyna and John Frankowicz
and Walter Dynowski with their member participants of the ball
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2021 WIELKOPOLSKA WORKSHOP

IN MILWAUKEE

Thanksgiving weekend was a
busy one for Polish folk dance enthu-
siasts. An intensive workshop held in
Milwaukee, WI on November 26-28
included twenty seven participants
from throughout the United States.
The workshop was conducted by
Piotr Kulka, internationally re-
nowned expert in the macro region
of Wielkopolska of western Poland,
and included not only choreography
and dances from three sub-regions,
but also songs, folk traditions and
costuming.

After the workshop on Saturday,
all participants met for a very pleas-
ant dinner organized by the Polish
Folk Dance Association of the Amer-
icas (PFDAA), where President
Edzio Rajtar introduced those who
arranged the workshop, including

Maciej Smusz and the host commit-
tee, members of the Syrena Dance
Ensemble of Milwaukee, WI: Duane
Tomka (PFDAA vice president and
artistic director of Syrena), Gosia
Wormbascher (vice president of Syr-
ena), Margaret Naczek and others.

PRCUA members who attended
the workshop were: Konrad Biatas,
Michael Dziadkowiec, Dominika
Gornikowski, Michat Klempka, Dan-
ielle and Emilia Kroplewski, Jakub
Niedzielski, Barbara and Nicholas
Nowakowski, Conrad and Emilia
Wiecek. Richard Jaminski (artistic
director of the Wesoly Lud Polish
Folk Dance Company) wore many
hats throughout the weekend, in-
cluding driver, audio-visual techni-
cian and accompanist during the
workshop.

= g ki

Piotr Kulka with participants from the Southwest Center of Polish Song and Dance
and Polanie

,Dance is the hidden language of the soul”

— Martha Graham

HOME OFFICE CHRISTMAS PARTY

PRCUA Home Office and Polish
Museuem of America employees en-
joyed a Christmas party on De-
cember 14, 2021 held at Punch Bowl
Social in Chicago’s downtown.

Everyone appreciated the good
food and an access to many fun ac-
tivities, including: billiards, bowling,
table tennis, darts, wall scrabble, and
Jenga. Some of the employees even

surprised everyone with their sing-
ing talents, when they tried the ka-
raoke.

Most of all, everyone was savor-
ing the camaraderie and Christmas
cheer, and being able to spend a little
time together outside of the office,
which was impossible to do for
many months.
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LIVING THE
CHRISTMAS SEASON

I'm sure you've seen it already...by the time this
issue of the Nardd Polski arrives early in the New Year. Despite reported
shortages, sales of live Christmas trees flourished this year...so I'm sure
you've seen it. Seen what? The sad sight of "used" Christmas trees already
out on the lawn for disposal the Monday or Tuesday after THE DAY. For
far too many people, Christmas is over when, in reality, it is just beginning.
Try to find a holiday song on the radio after midnight on Christmas Day -
let alone now. Look to see if any decorative lights are still on brightening the
night sky. Before the Christmas season can even build-up steam, it's already
"past tense" for much of and many in our society.

All this is despite the fact that most people are at least familiar with the
concept of "the 12 days of Christmas" which, if you're counting, brings you
up to the Feast of the Epiphany, or Three Kings, on its traditional date of
January 6th. This might largely be on account of the wonderful old English
carol of the same name. What most people don't know is that carol, its title
notwithstanding, has very little to do with Christmas. Rather, it was a cate-
chetical tool...something designed to teach the Faith in a time of severe reli-
gious persecution using coded language (Learn the symbolic meaning here
-https://www.smartguy.com/article/what-is-the-meaning-of-the-12-days-of-
christmas). Literally, it's practically nonsensical...(for a laugh, read this styl-
ized version of what would happen if someone actually received such gifts
on 12 consecutive days - https://randysbusylife.blogspot.com/2007/12/thank-
you-letters-for-gifts-12-days-of.html).

According to the Church's liturgical calendar, the Christmas season is
the shortest one of the year. It runs from Christmas Eve until the Feast of the
Baptism of the Lord. Depending upon what day of the week Christmas falls,
that feast can be a few days earlier or later, thus making the season a little
longer or shorter. This year, it falls on Sunday, January 9th. The next day,
the first part of the season of Ordinary Time begins and it takes us up to Ash
Wednesday and the beginning of Lent.

Given the centrality and importance of the Christmas celebration in Pol-
ish custom and tradition, such a short observance seemed insufficient. That's
why there developed the "informal" extension of Christmas on through what
became known as "little Christmas" - the Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
in the temple - observed on February 2nd. Appropriately, this feast notes the
last time in the gospels where Jesus appears as an infant. This is why our
Polish Churches leave their Christmas decorations up until this feast and
continue to sing from the vast repertoire of beautiful Christmas carols. On
this date, we also bless the candles used in Church and home and celebrate
the wonderful story of Matka Boska Gromniczna - Our Lady of the Thunder
Candle. (You can read a little about this here: https://udayton.edu/imri/
mary/t/thunder-candle-mother-of-god-of-the-blessed.php). The next day,
some of those candles are crossed, tied with a red ribbon, and used to bestow
the traditional blessing of throats in honor of St. Blase.

In our country's contemporary society, it's a little harder and more
counter cultural to live this out. Yet, doing so has proven its worth time and
time again. At my parishes, the lights don't go on and the decorations go out
until Christmas Eve and they stay up and lit until February 2nd. We use this
as the time to host our various Christmas parties - instead of filling Advent

By Fr. Eric Orzech
St. Stanislaus Parish
& St. Casimir Parish,

Cleveland, OH

with them like everyone else when people are already stressed and with little
extra time. Off goes the TV and on comes the Christmas music. This is when
we invite family and friends over for festive dinners and gatherings instead
of trying to compete with their other commitments beforehand. When people
are generally more relaxed after the "hustle and bustle" and their calendars
are more clear, it is so much easier and more appreciated to gather in cele-
bration during this season than trying to cram everything in beforehand dur-
ing the artificial one our retail society has created.

However, it is a point well taken that most of our readers don't live in
parish rectories, so how is it that you might be able to make this time of year
the special one it is meant to be? Just a few suggestions to wet your creative
whistles... Try to leave something up of your Christmas decorations. The Na-
tivity scene moved to a different and prominent location in the house for all
to see would be a good example. Save your Christmas card writing to this
time next year. You'll find the little notes you include in them will be even
more reflective and meaningful. Take a look at the calendar and reach out to
invite family and friends to dinner or an open house. It doesn't always have
to break your back with extra work, either. You'll find people eager to gather
and willing to help by bringing various dishes along with them. (You might
even end up with more than you started with!) So often people are looking
for something to do because this has become a "down" time. You can be the
initiator of new traditions that will have a lasting impact just by trying to do
something.

My prayer for all of you is that the Christ Child will bless you and yours
abundantly during this Christmas season and grant you peace, good health,
much happiness and success throughout this New Year of our Lord, 2022.

KOSCIUSZKO FOUNDATION
SCHOLARSHIPS

Kosciuszko Foundation Tuition Scholarships support American students
of Polish descent for graduate level studies, such as masters and Ph.D.
studies, at colleges and universities in the United States. Scholarships ranging
from $1,000 to $7,000 are awarded on a competitive basis for one academic
year. Funding is for full-time studies. Scholarships are for the Fall 2022-Spring
2023 academic year.

All fields and majors are eligible for scholarship funding,.

Deadline for application and supporting materials - January 31, 2022

ELIGIBILITY: United States citizens and permanent residents (green card
holders) of Polish descent who are beginning or continuing their graduate
studies and who have a minimum GPA of 3.0. Scholarships are awarded for
full-time studies only. Only one member per immediate family may receive
a tuition scholarship during any given academic year. Applicants may re-
apply, however, scholarship renewals are not guaranteed. Awards are limited
to only two tuition scholarships per individual during the period of his/her
studies.

For additional information, contact: tuitionscholarships@thekf.org.

Go pAPERLESS!  SAVE THE pLANET!

Go GREEN!

Subscribe to the digital NAROD POLSKI
and get PRCUA news conveniently
delivered to your inbox every month!

Contact marketing@prcua.org
with your request (email address required)
and get your subscriptionin a
SAFE, FREE & GREEN way!




THE BREWSTER
FAMILY HAD

AN EVENTFUL
YEAR

Double graduation - Alexander (1)
and Matthew Brewster (r)
Alexander Brewster graduated
from UIC with a BS in biological
sciences and Matthew Brewster
graduated 8th grade in Yelm, WA in
May 2021.

L to r: John Brewster (father of the groom),
Jess Lembke (bride),
Elreda Brewster (grandmother of groom),
Adam Brewster (groom), and
Betty Brewster (mother of groom).

Adam Brewster married Jess
Lembke on June 5th, 2021.
James and Patti Brewster of Mit-

L to r: Patti Brewster (mother of graduates), EIreda Brewster (grandmother of graduates),
Kendra Brewster, Brooke Brewster, Myles Brewster, and James Brewster (father of graduates)

chell, SD celebrated the graduation
of their 3 children. Kendra Brewster
graduated from Southeast Technical
College in Sioux Falls, SD from the
Licensed Practical Nursing program
on June 7. Myles Brewster graduated
on June 7 from Mitchell Tech from
their Architectural Design and Build-
ing Construction program in the
Corn Palace, Mitchell, SD. Brooke
Brewster graduated in May from
Mitchell High School in the corn Pal-
ace, Mitchell, SD and plans to attend
the Vet Tech program at her sister's
alma mater.

L to r: Maribel Diaz (bride), Elreda Brewster
(grandmother of groom),
Christine Brewster (mother of groom),
Andrew Brewster (groom),
and Gerard Brewster (father of the groom)

President Gerard Brewster of
PRCUA St. Agatha's Society #671,
announced the wedding of his son
and PRCUA member Andrew Brew-
ster to Maribel Diaz on June 27, 2021
in Chicago, IL.

Samatha Hinsberger baked a
beautiful cake for the wedding recep-
tion of cousin Andrew and Maribel
at Fogo de Chao.

-

Samantha and Edward Hinsberger

Alexander Brewster and Dana
Arevalo celebrated their wedding on
October 9, 2021. Guests had a great
time at the Halloween-themed recep-
tion at the American Legion Hall in
Downers Grove, IL.

Submit your news and photos to: I|d|a-kowaIeW|cz@prcua org and we will publlsh them in the Narod Polski.

DEARLY
DEPARTED
PRCUA BROTHERS
AND SISTERS

Member Society State
Barlog, Eugene J. 413 IN
Barndt, Betty 2308 WI
Bartnik, John 1027 NY
Bartowski, Michael 401 NY
Bigaj, Daniel 385 NY
Bittner, Joseph 540 NY
Brown, Lawrence 893 MN
Derenick, Donna 29 PA
Fecko, John 531 PA
Forys, Lorraine A. 1004 MO
Gniewek, Adele 718 MI

Gorcynski, Edward 294 NJ
Grabarek, James J. 463 CT

Greene, Sandra E. 111 NY
Hejmej, Marylin 880 IL
Hinton, Betty 1M1 MI
Hyzenski, Ronald 1000 IL
Kaczynski, Deloris 237 PA
Kaminski, Lawrence 105 KS
Kowal, Lorraine 413 IN
Kuciejczyk, Bonnie 450 MO
Kuzmanko, Gail L. 237 PA
Leleika, Mary 1206 IL
Lewandowski, Marilyn 1593 MI
Marut, John 389 CT
Mikorski, Elizabeth 294 NJ
Motzki, Leonard 1615 PA
Mullally, Dennis W. 162 MI
Muszynski, Gilbert P. 2320 WI
Nosul, Frederick 604 MA
Olszowy, Katherine 509 NY
O'Neil, Helen 359 NY
Palmer, Janet 718 MI
Pfeiffer, Rosalie 36 OH
Phillips, Joseph 2315 AZ

Szydlowska, Anna M. 450 MO
Szymczak, Dustin J. 445 MN

Uzdale, Elaine 238 PA
Vogrin, Joann Rose 105 KS
Wadowski, Terry 261 MI
Waibel, Helen V. 479 PA
Wdowik, Leslie 471 IL

Weber, Gayle 2159 OH
Weiland, David A. 78 MI
Wilk, Ronald 1552 MI

Wisniewski, Marcella 283 WI

Witkowski, Ronald 1594 MI
Zaloga, Eugenia 1593 MI
Ziepka, Lorraine 1575 IL
Zima, Irena 546 IL
Ziulkowski, Michael Van 337 IN

May they rest in eternal peace.
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10% ZNIZKI przy zakupie certyfikatu na sume
$5000 < $/0000 « $25000 < $50,000

lub wiecej

PRCUALJ{t Single Pay Whole Life Insurance

Ubezpieczenie dostepne dla dzieci w wieku od 2 tygodni do 15 lat
I 5 miesiecy. Kazdy aplikant zostanie nagrodzony prezentem i losem
na loterig, w ktérej do wygrania jest jedna z trzech nagréd
gtdwnych. Aplikacje na sumy 25,000 dolardéw lub wiecej otrzymaja
dwa losy na loterie! Losowanie odbedzie sie w dniu |5 lutego 2022,
Zwyciezcy ogtoszeni beda w marcowym wydaniu Narodu Polskiego
i na www.PRCUA.org.

Po wiecej informacji zadzwor lub odwiedz PRCUA.org

(773) 782-2642

Michat Dziadkowiec
Koordynator Dziatu Sprzedazy

(773) 782-2644

Marge Grzeszczuk
Rep. Dziatu Sprzedazy

adchodzq Swneta podaru] mc{mzﬂg zabezp:eczeme f nansowe!

AL

Oferta wazna do:

31 stycznia 2022

Ubezpieczenie na zycie
Single Pay Whole Life

oferuje

7@ Jednorazowq splate
ubezpieczenia

7@ Przyrost wartosci
gotowkowej

@ Dywidendy dla
ubezpieczonego

@ Dodaktowe korzysci

czfonkowskie jak: stypendia
czy turnieje sportowe

—— Przyktadowe skiadki dla dziewczqt ——
Wiek $5,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000

Wiek

. $661.95  $1,09890  $2,409.75  $4,594.50
5 $72842 $1,231.83  $2,742.08  $5,259.15 5
10 $806.63  $1,38825  $3,133.13  $6,041.25 10

I5 $896.99  $1,56897  $3,584.93  $6,944.85

—— Przyktadowe sktadki dla chtfopcéw ——

$10,000 $25,000 $50,000

$1,21068  $2,689.20  $5,153.40
$1,360.53  $3,063.83  $5,902.65
$1,537.11 $3,505.28  $6,785.55
$1,738.71 $4,009.28  $7,793.55
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SKORZYSTAJ TERAZ! PRCUAL{&e 2021 ANNUITY SERIES
_ OFERTA PRZEDtUZONA

ELITEY [8 LAT] START [5 LAT] EDGE™ [3LATA] 1ROk GWARANTOWANY

MIN. GWARANTOWANE 2.00%
3 75 3 00 2 50 WYMAGANE MIN. WPLATY
APY APY APY —— 5500 ——

*Wiecej informaciji: (800) 772-8632 | PRCUA. ORG

J ;«zww&?@ ff‘{e/? v’ Minimalna suma ubezpieczenia; $5,000+

it v Sptata ubezpieczenia do 70. roku zycia
ICUALY e PAID) UF’ A. TPE?;@} :
A v Wiek: 0-65 lat /

v Wazrost wartosci gotowkowej

L& v Moiliwosc dywidend*

: v Gwarantowana wysokosc sptat
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25 $103.30 $156.60 $309.75 $556.00 25 $108.460 $167.20 5335.50 5606.50 .'%
35 $127.50 5205.00 5428.00 57846.50 35 $135.35 $220.70 54466.00 $861.00 ;
&% 45 S171.75 $293.50 5643.50 $1,206.50 45 5183.460 5317.20 5701.25 51,319.00 3
55 $277.10 5504.20 $1,157.25 $2,207.50 55 $296.80 5543.60 $1,253.25 $2,395.00 :55
465 $791.15 $1,532.30 33.663.25 §7.091.00 &5 5848.35 $1,644.70 53.942.00 §7.634.50 R
SZCZEgéf’y DF&-HH w DZIIH.E SPFZB-:{RZH PRCUA Roczna stowka standardowa dia niepalgeych, Kakda oplikocjo podiega procesowi wE-'-.-hk{:u:

Michat Dziadkowiec Koordynator Dziatu Sprzedaiy (??3} 782-2642 | Marge Grzeszczuk Rep. Drialu Sprzedazy {??3) 782-2644

SWIATECZNE SPOTKANIE STOWARZYSZENIA redaﬁifﬁiiﬁ Narodu Pokicge’.

DZIENNIKARZY POLSKICH W AMERYCE

8 grudnia 2021 r. odbyto si¢ w Art Gallery ostatnich miesigcach odchodzacego roku i zasta-
Kafe w Wood Dale, IL pierwsze po spowodowanej nawiano sie nad kolejnymi dziataniami stow-
pandemia przerwie, osobiste spotkanie organiza- arzyszenia w naj-blizszej przysztosci.
cyjno-$wigteczne  cztonkéow  Stowarzyszenia Sympatyczne spotkanie zakonczylo si¢ wspdl-
Dziennikarzy Polskich w Ameryce (SDPA). nym koledowaniem przy akompaniamencie

W czasie spotkania wreczone zostaly legity- muzycznym w wykonaniu wiceprezesa SDPA, re-
magje cztonkowskie, podsumowano dziatalnos¢ w  daktora Stawomira Bielawca.
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Poniewaz czas Bozego Narodze-
nia odnawia ducha nadziei i ,na-
dzieja zyje wiecznie”, w nowym
roku, otrzymujemy czystg karte,
czyste ptotno, kolejna szanse na wy-
pelnienie naszego przeznaczenia.
Technicznie rzecz biorac, mamy oka-
zje czyni¢ to kazdego ranka, ale co
takiego jest w nowym roku, Zze wigk-
sz0$¢ z nas dazy do poprawy, zmia-
ny lub nowej definicji? Pomimo kilku
lekcji, ktore dato nam zycie, wigk-
sz0s$¢ z nas to dobrzy ludzie, by nie
rzec wspaniali ludzie. Wigc tym ra-
zem zapomnijmy o postanowieniach
noworocznych i po prostu czynmy
dobro i rébmy co w naszej mocy, by
kazdy dzien okazywal sie¢ wspa-
niatym.

A teraz pora na podsumowanie
tego co wydarzyto sie od czasu ostat-
niego wydania ,Narodu Polskiego”.

Ukazat sie kalendarz PRCUA na
2022 rok! Jego premiere potaczy-
lismy z wystawa prac malarskich
Partrycji Stepniak. Wydarzenie to
miato miejsce pod koniec listopada
w Sali Gléwnej Muzeum Polskiego
w Ameryce. Patrycja swoim talentem
artystycznym dzieli si¢ ze Swiatem
na co dzien, prowadzac warsztaty
plastyczne PatriciaArt Studio, a tym
razem uzyczyla go nam, przygoto-
wujac ilustracje do naszego kalen-
darza. Mita, kochajaca i doceniajaca
osoba, zostata serdecznie przyjeta
przez rodzine PRCUA. Uroczystosci

Promocja kalendarza PRCUA

% O&ﬁ’kcgsu do sukcesu.

The Open Door
Otwarte Drzwi
Micheline “Misia” Jaminski
Vice President | wiceprezes
micheline-jaminski@preua.org

zwiazane z premierg najbardziej
popularnej publikacji naszej organi-
zadji byly czesciowo sponsorowane
przez PRCUA i uczestniczylo w nich
wielu czlonkéw polonijnej elity,
w tym Konsul ds. Polonii w Chicago,
Pani Agata Grochowska.

Po prawie dwdch latach pan-
demii Rada Dyrektorow PRCUA
wznowila swoje osobiste kwartalne
obrady, ktore odbyty sie¢ w dniach
3-4 grudnia 2021 r. w Hilton Chi-
cago/Oak Brook Hills Resort, Oak
Brook, IL - miejscu nadchodzacego
63. Sejmu PRCUA. Prosimy zapa-
mietad ten termin i zaznaczy¢ w swo-
ich kalendarzach: 11-14 sierpnia 2022
roku. Mito bylo zobaczy¢ naszych
cztonkow zarzadu osobiscie, chociaz
kilku dotaczylo do nas zdalnie.
Dziekujemy Larry'emu White'owi
z AQS za zorganizowanie przyjecia
$wiatecznego dla zarzadu.

4 grudnia w Domu Podhalan,
w  potudniowo-zachodniej czesci
Chicago, odbyt si¢ Opfatek PRCUA,
ktorego gospodarzem byt Dystrykt 8
(prezesem dystryktu jest obecnie
James Rustik). Wzieli w nim udziat
oficerowie i czlonkowie zarzadu
PRCUA, przedstawiciele Dys-
tryktéw 7,819, w tym ZPiT ,Polonia
(D-7) i Grupa Kulturalna Dorostych
(D-8); a takze rodzina i przyjaciele ar-
tystow tego wieczoru - zespotow
,Maty Ludek” i ,Wesoty Ludek”
(czes¢  Potudniowo-Zachodniego
Centrum Pol-
skich Tancow
i Pie$ni Ludo-
wej) oraz Ze-
spotu Polskiego
Tarica Ludowe-
: 20 ,Wesoly
Lud”. Wyda-
rzeniu  prze-
wodniczyty
Krystyna Lech

(wice-prezes D-8) i Danielle Kro-
plewski (sekretarz D-8, prezes
Szkoty Polskiej im. M. Konopnickiej,
instruktorka tanca w SWCPSD i
mistrz ceremonii). Jeden z naszych
gosci, prezes Zwigzku Podhalan w
Ameryce Poélnocnej, Stanistaw W.
Sarna, zawarl w swoich powitalnych
stowach zyczenia recytowane w for-
mie uroczego, popularnego wiersza
goralskiego. Wreczyl réwniez preze-
sowi PRCUA Jamesowi Robaczew-
skiemu prezent, ktéry byl wyrazem
jego szczerego uznania i zostat
bardzo ciepto przyjety. W swoim
krétkim przemowieniu zauwazyl, ze
obchodzimy to naj$wietsze $wieto na
poczatku adwentu. Jego stowa
sprawily, ze zatrzymatam sie na
chwile i uswiadomitam sobie, ze
nawet nasze bogate polskie tradycje
ciagle sie¢ zmieniaja. Wybieramy,
ktére symbole naszych tradydji sa
nam bliskie i wlaczamy je w zycie
naszych rodzin i spotecznosci. Morat
tej historii jest taki, ze amerykanska
tradycja dyktuje wczesne rozpo-
czecie okresu Bozego Narodzenia, a
strona polska kontynuuje te obchody
az do 2 lutego - swieta Matki Bozej
Gromnicznej. Innymi stowy, to co
najlepsze z obu $wiatéow. Wielkie
brawa dla dyrektora artystycznego i
choreografa zaréwno SWCPSD, jak
i, Wesotego Ludu”, Ryszarda Jamin-
skiego i jego wspotpracownikow, za
program artystyczny prezentowany
na tegorocznym Optatku oraz dla cu-
downych gwiazd spektaklu. Szcze-
gblne podzigkowania dla sw. Miko-
faja (Walter Dynowski) za zaszczyce-
nie nas jego obecnoscia oraz dla
wszystkich, ktérzy przybyli. Wszyst-
kiego najlepszego dla Danielle (Kro-
plewski), ktéora w tym dniu obcho-
dzita swoje urodziny. Sto lat! Artykut
i zdjecia z wydarzenia znajdziecie na
stronach 8-9.

I jeszcze moment dla babci -
moja wnuczka Ariana zadebiutowata
podczas tej imprezy na scenie w pol-
skim taficu ludowym. Bylam
niezwykle dumna i uradowana!

Réwniez 4 grudnia nasi przyja-

ciele z Polsko-Amerykanskiej Izby
Gospodarczej (Iwona Filipiak, pre-
zes; Agnieszka Bastrzyk, wiceprezes)
byli gospodarzami przyjecia bozo-
narodzeniowego i dorocznej prezen-
tacji wyrdznien biznesowych.

8 grudnia nasza sekretarz-skarb-
nik Agnieszka Bastrzyk reprezento-
wata PRCUA na dorocznym Oplatku
organizowanym przez Zrzeszenie
Nauczycieli Polskich w Ameryce.
Dzigkujemy za zaproszenie.

Z kolei na Opftatku Zwiazku Klu-
bow Polskich z ramienia PRCUA
pojawita sie dyrektor krajowa Dys-
tryktu 7 - Ewa Cholewinski.

Tradycyjny bozonarodzeniowy
spektakl ,Magiczne Swieta” w Co-
pernicus Center podziwiat w tym
roku m.in. prezes James Roba-
czewski z matzonka Elaine. Przed-
stawienie przygotowywane jest przy
wspoétudziale zespotu ZPiT ,Polo-
nia” pod kierownictwem Anny
Krysinskiej, dyrektor artystycznej
i choreograf Jaclyn Krysinski oraz
dyrektora muzycznego Mieczystawa
Dzis. Podczas towarzyszacego spek-
taklowi kiermaszu $wiatecznego,
przy stoliku promocyjnym PRCUA,
czuwaty Elzbieta Sawczuk i Julie
Prado. Do ekipy PRCUA, wsrod
gosci podziwiajacych wydarzenie,
dotaczyta tez Anne Moschopoulos
z dzialu marketingu. Gratulujemy
,Polonii “udanego wystepu, a orga-
nizatorom imprezy kolejnego suk-
cesu. Artykutli zdjecia na str. 24.

Wydziatna -
stan  Illinois
Kongresu Polo-
nii Amery-
kanskiej wraz
z Fundacjq Pol-
sko-Amerykan-
ska zorganizo-
waly 13 grud- [
nia swdj do-
roczny Optfatek.
W wydarzeniu,

rinsurance
brimusiws

ktéore odbylo

sie przy parafii

Matki ~ Bozej  Zwnuczka Ariang na
M a t k i Opfatku PRCUA

Opfatek PRCUA



Kosciotow w Chicago, z ramienia
PRCUA uczestniczyli prezes James
Robaczewski wraz z matzonkg
Elaine.

W 40. rocznice wprowadzenia
stanu wojennego w Polsce (13 grud-
nia 1981 r.) Konsulat RP w Chicago
zachecal wszystkich do zapalenia
Swiatta Wolnosci. 13 grudnia 2021 r.,
doktadnie o godz. 19:30 wieczorem,
w wielu chicagowskich oknach poja-
wily sie wigc ptonace swiece. Przy-
pomnijmy, ze 40 lat temu na znak
solidarnosci ze swoja ojczyzng Pa-
piez Jan Pawet Il zapalil swiece
w oknie Watykanu. Nastepnie prezy-
dent USA Ronald Reagan uczynit to
samo w oknie Bialego Domu i popro-
sit Amerykanow, aby rowniez to zro-
bili. W Chicago burmistrz Jane M.
Byrne poprosita mieszkanicoéw mia-
sta, aby poszli w ich élady, i aby
,okna tego miasta byly oswietlone
cieplym Swiattem nadziei” dla Po-
Iski. W sumie miliony Amerykanow
umiescily wtedy plongce Swiece
w swoich oknach.

Pracownicy PRCUA spotkali si¢
14 grudnia na imprezie bozonaro-

— ¥

Opfatek KPA - Wydziat na Stan lllinois

Programy swiateczne Polskiej Szkoly im. $w. Jana Pawta Il i grupy ,,Polanie”

dzeniowej , Jingle

and Mingle”
: w Punch Bowl
Social Chicago.

Byty kregle, ka-
raoke, bilard
iscrabble $cienne
oraz  poczestu-
nek. Wydarzenie
przygotowaa
asystentka biura
gltéwnego, Anna
Grabowski, wraz z managerem
dziatu obstugi klienta Julie Prado.
Artykut i zdjecia na stronie 15.

17 i 18 grudnia swoje programy
$wiateczne zaprezentowaly pla-
cowki dziatajagce pod patronatem
PRCUA m.in. Polska Szkota im. $w.
Jana Pawta Il wraz z grupa taneczna
,Polanie” (Lemont, IL) i Polska
Szkota im. Marii Konopnickiej (Oak
Lawn, IL).

Nastepny weekend byt kolejnym
pracowitym, ale imprezowym week-
endem. 18 grudnia prezes Roba-
czewski w towarzystwie bylego
dyrektora Dystryktu 7 Kevina Ku-
cika wzial udzial w Opftatku Michi-
gan Women's Division zorganizo-
wanym w tym roku przez PRCUA
,Zajaczek Dancers” i prowadzonym
przez Colleen Bonkowski (rowniez
dyrektor krajowa Dystryktu 10 i dy-
rektor zespotu tanecznego ,Zaja-
czek”). Strojem obowiazkowym byt
tam albo , brzydki”" $wiateczny swe-
ter (osobiscie nie uwazam ich za
,brzydkie” —niektore sa swiateczne,
inne s po prostu nadmiernie zdo-
bione), albo $wiagteczna pizama.

s,

oraz Polskiej Szkoty im. Marii Konopnickiej

PRCUA na Dniu Polsko-Amerykanskim z Detroit Lions

Prezes PRCUA wybrat to pierwsze
i — nawiasem mowiac - wygladat
dos¢ stylowo.

19-go grudnia, nasz duet z Chi-
cago wzigl udziat w pierwszym
Dniu Polsko-Amerykanskim (Polish
American Day) z Detroit Lions na
Ford Field, gdzie ,,Halka Dancers”
(Laura Hejza, dyrektor szkotly;
Thomas Lisiecki, dyrektor arty-
styczny i choreograf) oraz ,, Gwiazda
Dancers” (Jessica Urban Wendt, dy-
rektor szkoly; Barbara Nowakowski,
choreograf) polaczyly sily, aby za-
pewni¢ polska ludowa rozrywke
taneczna. Istotnymi osobami dla or-
ganizacji tego wydarzenia byli nie
kto inny jak emerytowany prezes
PRCUA Wallace M. Ozog oraz jego
syn Christopher. Tymczasem w Chi-
cago, , Potudniowo-Zachodnie Cen-
trum Polskiej Piesni i Tanca

& J

Ludowego” (z Anna Kraszewski-
Winkler, managerem i instruktorem
tarica; Ryszardem Jaminskim, dyrek-
torem artystycznym/choreografem/
inzynierem dzwieku i kadra pedago-
giczna) z sukcesem zaprezentowato
swdj $wiateczny program w sali au-
dytoryjnej Mother McAuley High
School. Goscinnie w spektaklu wziat
udzial  ZespOl pummmm

Polskiego Tanica [ ¢ & =

Ludowego
,Wesoty Lud”.
Wraz z sekre-

tarz-skarbnik |

Agnieszka Ba-
strzyk, repre-
zentowatysmy
PRCUA na tym
wydarzeniu.
Prezes
(dok. na str. 22)

Roba-

Sl

.

Swiateczny program Potudniowo-Zachodniego Centrum Polskich Tacéw i Piesni Ludowej
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OTWARTE DRZW| (dok. ze str. 21)

czewski przestat  Swiagteczne
pozdrowienia za posrednictwem na-
grania wideo. Brawo dla wszystkich,
ktérzy sprawili, ze ten program
doszedt do skutku w $rodku ciagle
trwajacej pandemii. Wyrazy podzie-
kowania za wspotprace dla wszyst-
kich tancerzy i publicznosci, ktorzy
przestrzegali nakazu noszenia ma-
seczek w trakcie imprezy. To byt
kolejny moment wielkiej dumy dla
mnie jako babci. Tym razem moja
wnuczka Mila zadebiutowata w pol-
skim tancu ludowym. W wystepie
udziat wziela réwniez moja druga
wnusia Ariana.

Az w koncu nadeszto. Dlugo
oczekiwane, gldowne wydarzenie ok-
resu Bozego Narodzenia: narodziny
naszego Zbawiciela, Jezusa Chry-
stusa, a wraz z nim pieczotowicie
pielegnowane tradycje polskich i nie
tylko polskich rodzin. W tym roku
naszla mnie refleksja dotyczaca tego
jak zaczely sie nasze polskie tradycje
wigilijne, a zwtlaszcza ile tak
naprawde powinno by¢ potraw na
wigilijnym stole. Wérdéd przyjaciot,
rodziny oraz zatogi PRCUA i Mu-
zeum Polskiego w Ameryce prze-
prowadzilam ankiete (dzigkuje
wszystkim tym, ktorzy odpowie-
dzieli, takze na  Facebook).
Poszerzytam jg o pytanie o kierunek,
z ktorego przybyli do USA ich
przodkowie. Poza kilkoma, w tym
Jimem Robaczewskim, Chrisem
Ozogiem, Janem Lorysiem, Piotrem
Kulka (z Poznania) i mng, wiekszos¢
zdawala sie trzymac 12 dan - albo na
cze$¢ dwunastu apostotow, albo
w niektérych przypadkach ze wzgle-
du na dwanascie miesigecy w roku. Ci
z nas, ktdrzy pamietajg nieparzysta
liczbe serwowanych dan, nie sg sami.
Ksiazka "Cenne polskie przepisy dla
Amerykanow" autorstwa Polanie
Club (Polanie Publishing Company,
Minne-apolis, MN), po raz pierwszy

L Ewelyn Cedzidlo w otoczeniu tancerzy ,Wesoteg

wydana w 1948 r., a nastgpnie kil-
kakrotnie przedrukowywana, suge-
rowala menu na 7, 9 i 11 dan.
Kontynuujac poszukiwanie odpo-
wiedzi, w koncu znalaztam
wyjasnienie, ktére miato sens. Przy-
taczam cytat z artykulu z 22 grudnia
2021 r. z NFP: Notatki z Polski pt.
,Zmieniajace si¢ oblicze polskich
potraw $wiatecznych” (autorka, Na-
talia Parzygnat): ,12 potraw trady-
cyjnie podawanych w Wigilie
symbolizuje miesigce roku lub 12
apostoléw. Uznaje sie, ze sprobowa-
nie i degustacja ich wszystkich — od
pikantnych grzybéw, zup z buraka
i bigosow z kwasnej kapusty po
stodkie desery makowe i pierniki
z miodem - ma przynie$¢ nam
szczescie. Ale ta liczba zostata usta-
lona dopiero po II wojnie swiatowej.
Weczesniej, przed XIX wiekiem,
w rzeczywistosci, wiekszos¢ gospo-
darstw domowych wybierata nie-
parzyste liczby, zwykle pie¢, siedem
lub dziewig¢ potraw. A liczba ich
czesto zalezata od sytuacji ekono-
micznej rodzin — arystokraci np. po-
dawali 11 dan. Tak jak dzisiaj, polskie
kolacje bozonarodzeniowe zawieraty
dania bezmiesne, ze wzgledu na
trwajacy katolicki post”. Uwazam, ze
ten artykul jest bardzo pouczajacy
i odnosil si¢ do wykresu, ktéry
prezentowal popularne potrawy
wedtug polskich regionéw (wykres
na koncu artykutu).

Zycie niesie ze soba
i upadki, a naj- g
bardziej bolesne
jest optakiwanie |
utraty  bliskich
i drogich o kaz-
dej porze roku,
ale szczegdlnie
w okresie Bozego
Narodzenia.
Dos¢ niespodzie-
wanie stracitam
ostatnio  droga

wzloty

-

o Ludu”

przyjaciotke, bezinteresowna dusze,
ofiarne serce i inspiracje dla wszyst-
kich, z ktorymi si¢ zetkneta. Evelyn
Cedzidto pokazala nam, jak starzec
sie¢ z wdzigkiem i zy¢ pelnig Zycia.
Byta fanka ,Wesolego Ludu”
i zapraszata nas na swoje pokazy
mody, ,Msze $wiete z Polka”, a na-
wet swoje 75. urodziny. Ta piekna
kobieta zmarta 13 grudnia i w 13.
rocznice $mierci mojego ojca. Miata
85 lat. Moje szczere kondolencje dla
jej rodziny i jej , ztotego kregu przy-
jaciol”. Moje serce przepelnione jest
smutkiem, ale jestem bardzo szcze-
Sliwa, ze nasze $ciezki zycia miaty
okazje sie zetknac i, ze przezylySmy
razem z Evelyn wiele wspaniatych
chwil.

Nasze najgtebsze wyrazy wspot-
czucia dla rodziny Pawta Konopac-
kiego, ktory zmart w wieku 55 lat na
raka trzustki, cztery dni przed Bo-

Wigilijna kuchnia

zym Narodzeniem. Paul pozostawit
zone, dzieci, rodzicow (Chester
i Stella Konopacki), rodzenistwo oraz
wielu innych czlonkéw rodziny
i przyjaciot. ,Wieczny odpoczynek
racz mu dac¢ Panie, a $wiatlo$¢ wie-
kuista niechaj mu $wieci, niech od-
poczywa w pokoju wiecznym
Amen”.

Przygotowania do Swiat Bozego
Narodzenia bywaja czasami wy-
czerpujace, ale warto. Mam nadzieje,
ze kazdy z Was przezyl je w rodzin-
nej i wyjatkowej atmosferze. Nasze
Swieta byty prawdziwa uczta, po-
niewaz nasza rodzina si¢ powieksza
i SwietowalisSmy pierwsze Boze Na-
rodzenie Donny'ego Coltriego w do-
mu pelnym bliskich i rodzinnego
ciepla.

Przyjmijcie od nas najlepsze
zyczenia zdrowego i szczesliwego
Nowego 2022 Roku!

Majbardziej popularne produkty w Swigtecznych potrawach wedtug wojewodztw
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UCZNIOWIE POLSKIEJ SZKOLY
IM. MARII KONOPNICKIEJ
ZASPIEWIALI HYMN POLSKI

12 listopada 2021 roku w Polskiej
Szkole im. Marii Konopnickiej
w Oak Lawn odbyl sie Ogdlno-
szkolny Konkurs Spiewania Hymnu
zwigzany z obchodami upamietnia-
jacymi 103. rocznice odzyskania
przez Polske niepodlegtosci.

Pomystodawca i prowadzaca te
uroczystos¢ byta pani Urszula

Jaroniczyk, ktoéra przypomniata ze-
branym historie powstania tej naj-

wazniejszej dla nas Polakéw piesni.
Jury, ktérego honorowym cztonkiem
byta wiceprezes PRCUA pani Miche-
line Jaminski, oceniato nie tylko
znajomos$¢ stéw i melodyjnos¢ ut-
woru, ale réwniez strdj, zachowanie
i postawe podczas jego wykonywa-
nia.

Gléwnym celem bylo to, by
wszyscy uczniowie znali i potrafili
z wielkim szacunkiem wykonaé

utwor, ktory przeciez miliony na-
szych rodakow zagrzewat do walki
o wolnos$¢ Ojczyzny i w obronie
praw jej obywateli. Jak wspomniata
podczas uroczystosci dyrektor szko-
1y Elzbieta Zeglen: , Niepodleglosc¢ to
nie jest prezent, ktéry si¢ dostaje na
zawsze, to nieustanny trud kazdego
z nas, aby ten cenny dar pielegnowac
i go utrzymac”.

Uczniowie wykazali si¢ olbrzy-
mia dojrzatoscia. Wida¢ byto jak
nawet ci najmtodsi z wielkim prze-

jeciem i zaangazowaniem wykony-
wali utwor. Ich postawa, stréj i za-
chowanie bylo wzorowe, tym
trudniej byto cztonkom jury wybra¢
klasy zwycieskie. Wszyscy spisali sie
na medal i zdali bardzo wysoko eg-
zamin z bycia Polakiem. ,Jestem
przekonana, ze wyniesli o wiele
wiecej z takiej formy przeprow-
adzonych zaje¢ niz z niejednej lekgji
historii” stwierdzita dyrektor szkoty.

zdjecia: KL Krolikowski

UBEZPIECZENIA
BEZ TAJEMNIC

Robert Sobczak
Specjalista ds. ubezpieczen

Zapisy i po zapisach

Sezon zapisowy dla wiekszosci rezy-
dentow USA mozna uznaé¢ za
zamkniety. Zaréwno posiadacze
Medicare, ktoérych coroczny okres
zapisowy (AEP) zakonczyl sie
7 grudnia, jak i osoby korzystajace
z planéw typu Obamacare zakon-
czyly juz zapisy 15 grudnia (z mozli-
woscia zapisania si¢ na plan
startujacy z datg 1 stycznia.) Wy-
dawatoby sie, ze mozemy odetchna¢

spokojnie i zaja¢ si¢ innymi spra-
wami. Niestety nie tak do konca. Jest
jeszcze kilka obowigzkow, ktérymi
musimy sie zaja¢ by mie¢ pewnos¢,
ze wybrany przez nas plan wystar-
tuje z data 1 stycznia.

Posiadacze Medicare:

1. Upewnijmy sie, ze plan, ktory
wybralismy jako ostatni jest
zarejestrowany  odpowiednio
w Medicare. Dotyczy to planéw
typu Medicare Advantage
(MAPD) i planéw znizkowych
na leki na recepte (PDP).

2. Sprawdzmy, czy otrzymalismy
nowa karte ubezpieczeniowa.
Dotyczy to planéw typu Medica-
re Advantage i plandw znizko-
wych na leki na recepte.

3. Wybierzmy lekarza prowadza-

cego. Dotyczy to w wigkszosci
planow typu HMO, gdzie lekarz
prowadzacy (Primary Care Pro-
vider) jest sternikiem naszego
planu i to on wystawia skiero-
wania do lekarzy specjalistow
i na badania dokonywane w ra-
mach planu.

4. Upewnijmy sig, czy nie nastgpita
zmiana wilasciciela planu lub
nazwy planu. W 2022 roku plany
znizkowe na leki na recepte
firmy Aetna SilverScript beda
wystepowac¢ pod nazwa Aetna.
Karta o tej nazwie musimy
postugiwaé si¢ w aptekach od
1 stycznia.

Posiadacze Obamacare:
1. Sprawdzmy Eligibility Letter,
czyli forme zatwierdzajaca po-

ziom pomocy finansowej na
nowy rok. Dokument ten zawie-
ra rébwniez liste wymagan, ktore
zobowiazani jesteSmy dostar-
czy¢ do urzedu Marketplace, aby
nasz plan zostal zatwierdzony
lub kontynuowany w kwocie
ustalonej w trakcie skiadania
aplikacji. Najczesciej proszeni
jestesmy o dostarczenie doku-
mentéw potwierdzajacych status
emigracyjny, numer social secu-
rity, poziom oczekiwanych do-
chodow, utraty ubezpieczenia,
zawarcia zwigzku malzenskiego
lub rozwodu.

2. Upewnijmy sie, ze styczniowa
oplata za plan zostata uiszczona
przed koncem 2021 roku. Ta
optata ma krytyczne znaczenie
i moze oznaczac (dok. na str. 22)
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10. EDYCJA RODZINNEGO FESTIWALU

,MAGICZNE SWIETA”

Boze Narodzenie to czas szczegdlny dla
wszystkich, a dla polskich rodzin bardzo
wyjatkowy i wazny. Cieszymy sie wtedy, Ze jeste-
$my razem, bardziej sobie bliscy, niz w zwykte
dni, Szczegdlnie w tym roku pandemii. Roziskrzo-
na choinka, utozone pod nia prezenty, ciche melo-
die koled przenosza dorostych w swiat dziecin-
stwa, a dzieci wzbogacaja o kolejne przezycia.

W ten przedswiateczny czas, trzy polonijne
grupy artystyczne: Warsztaty Teatralne Little
Stars, Akademia Muzyki PaSO oraz Zespot Piesni
i Tanca ,, Polonia” przy PRCUA, $cisle wspotpra-
cujace z Fundacja Kopernikowska, juz po raz dzie-
siaty zorganizowaly Wielki Swiateczny Festiwal
Rodzinny ,MAGICZNE SWIETA”, czyli polskie
Swieta w teatrze! Artysci, wierni naszej tradydji,
zagrali, zataniczyli i zaspiewali rado$nie, wprowa-
dzajac wszystkich przybytych 12 grudnia 2021 do
Centrum Kopernikowskim w $wiateczna atmo-
sfere $wiat Bozego Narodzenia.

Mali i duzi aktorzy Warsztatow Teatralnych,
pod czujnym okiem Agaty Palecznej, przygoto-
wali ,Wigilie po polsku” — scenariusz spektaklu
napisat Piotr Kukuta.

Swigteczny koncert Akademii Muzyki PaSO
Barbary Bilszty, to najpiekniejsze utwory klasycz-
ne i popularne, inspirowane $wigtami Bozego Na-
rodzenia, a takze koledy. Zespdt Piesni i Tarica
,Polonia” w swoim programie zaprosit wszyst-
kich do radowania si¢ z narodzin Bozej Dzieciny
w tanicu i $piewie. W programie znalazly sie wy-
brane koledy i pastoratki dla dzieci. Pod profesjo-
nalnym okiem dyrektora muzycznego Mieczysla-

Zespot Piesni i Tanca ,,Polonia” z pre:

zesem PRCUA Jamesem Robaczewski

wa Dzi$ oraz nauczycielek: Jaclyn Krysinski, Ni-
cole i Niny Romek oraz Emilki Wojciak, na scenie
pojawily sie wspaniate uktady taneczne i wiele
barwnych kostiumoéw z réznych regionéw Polski.
Nad caloscig programu ZPiT ,Polonia” czuwata
Anna Krysinski, dyrektor zespotu.

Byt tez Swiety Mikotaj, ktéry rozdawat stod-
kosci ufundowane przez Lowell International

g . i P - - =

m, Anng Krysinski, Mieczystawem Dzis$ i instruktorkami tarica

Foods. Na spektakl z ramienia naszej organizacji
przybyl prezes PRCUA James Robaczewski z
matzonka, dyrektor Dystryktu #7 Ewa Cholewin-
ski oraz dyrektor Departamentu Marketingu
Elzbieta Sawczuk, ktéra przygotowata stanowisko
z broszurkami i ksigzeczkami.

Dziekujemy z calego serca Fundacji Koperni-
kowskiej za inicjatywe i pomoc w organizacji,
a Wam Drodzy Panstwo, ze chcieliscie dzieli¢
z nami rado$¢ z jeszcze jednego Bozego Narodze-
nia. Dziekujemy za przybycie do Copernicus
Center i za wspottworzenie magii $wiat Bozego
Narodzenia.




CZOLGI
PRZECIWKO
»OOLIDARNOSCI”

Karol Nawrocki
Prezes Instytutu Pamieci Narodowej

40 lat temu FC Liverpool zdobyt
Puchar Europy, powstal zespot
muzyczny Metallica, a Robert de
Niro odebrat Oscara za Swietna role
boksera Jake’a LaMotty we
Wscieklym Byku. W Polsce rok 1981
naznaczylo inne wydarzenie: ko-
munistyczny rezim wypowiedzial
wojne wlasnemu narodowi.

Scenariusz wszedzie byt po-
dobny: glosne walenie do drzwi,
nieraz wdzieranie sie sitg, demolow-
anie mieszkania, zastraszanie lub
nawet bicie. Na ubranie si¢ zwykle
dawano chwile, potem byly brutalna
roztaka z najblizszymi i niepewnos¢
jutra. Dla ponad 3 tysiecy interno-
wanych tak wlasnie wygladata noc
z 12 na 13 grudnia 1981 r. — pierwsza
noc stanu wojennego w Polsce. Za-
trzymywano czotowych dziataczy
niezaleznego zwigzku zawodowego
,Solidarnos¢”, ale tez osoby luzniej
zwigzane z opozycja demokra-
tyczna.

Wsrdd tych, po ktérych przyszty
wtedy milicyjno-esbeckie ekipy, byt
Antoni Heda, mieszkajacy w pod-
warszawskiej wsi Kanie. Ten zastu-
zony dowodca partyzancki z czasow
okupacji niemieckiej i powojennej
konspiracji niepodlegtosciowej juz
w latach czterdziestych byt kilka-
krotnie wieziony: przez Sowietow,
Niemcoéw, a w konicu rodzimych ko-
munistow. Krétko po szesédziesia-
tych piatych urodzinach znéw zostat
uznany przez czerwony rezim za
osobe zagrazajaca , bezpieczenstwu
panstwa i porzadkowi publiczne-
mu”. Trafit do osrodka odosobnienia
w Warszawie-Biatotece. W innym
osrodku — w teczycy — znalazt sie
6dzki lekarz Marek Edelman,
w 1943 roku jeden z przywddcow
bohaterskiego powstania w getcie
warszawskim.

To, co dzialo sie w Polsce tam-
tego mroznego grudnia i w ko-
lejnych miesigcach, jest niekiedy
nazywane wojna polsko-jaruzelska.
Wojciech Jaruzelski, czltowiek numer
jeden w komunistycznym aparacie
wladzy, wypowiedziat wojne wia-

snemu narodowi. Posunat sie do
wyprowadzenia na ulice czotgdw, by
zdusi¢ dazenia wolnosciowe spole-
czenstwa, symbolizowane przez wie-
lomilionowy ruch ,Solidarnosci”.
Nastat okres bodaj najwigkszego ter-
roru i bezprawia od czasow stalin-
izmu. Wtadza mienigca sie ludowa
raz jeszcze — tak jak w latach 1956
11970 — strzelata do robotnikéw. ,,Pa-
cyfikacja”  strajkujacej  kopalni
»+Wujek” w Katowicach z 16 grudnia
1981 roku przyniosta dziewie¢ ofiar
$miertelnych. Liczba internowanych
w catej Polsce zblizyla si¢ do 10
tysiecy. Szybko zapelniaty sie tez
wiezienia. Ewa Kubasiewicz z Gdyni
— uczestniczka strajku i wspol-
autorka ulotki wzywajacej do oporu
— zostala skazana na kare dziesigciu
lat pozbawienia wolnosci! Drakon-
skie wyroki grozity tez chocby za
malowanie na murach napiséw
,Precz z komung”.

W tym trudnym okresie Polska
byta na ustach catego swiata. Komu-
nistyczne rezimy ze Zwiazkiem
Sowieckim na czele staly murem za
Jaruzelskim. Sympatie Zachodu byty
jednoznacznie po stronie przesla-
dowanych. W Paryzu, Monachium,
Rzymie, a nawet odleglym Mel-
bourne odbyly sie wielotysieczne
manifestacje solidarnosci z Polakami.
Ruszylta bezprecedensowa fala bez-
interesownej pomocy humanitarnej
dla naszego kraju. Z REN, Frangji czy
Szwecji ptynety do Polski paczki
i transporty z zywnoscig, lekar-
stwami i innymi darami. Beneficjen-
tom — w tym rodzinom osob repre-
sjonowanych — dawaly chwile ra-
do$ci w mrocznych czasach.

Solidarny z przesladowanymi
rodakami byl w tych ponurych
miesigcach papiez Jan Pawet II. ,Sita
i powaga wtadzy wyraza sie w (...)
dialogu, a nie w uzyciu przemocy” —
apelowat do ekipy Jaruzelskiego.
Upominat si¢ o poszanowanie ,, praw
kazdego cztowieka i obywatela”,
pietnowat skutki ,nieszczesnego
stanu wojennego”. W tamta Wigilie
w oknie apartamentu papieskiego,
dobrze widocznym z watykanskiego
pl. Swietego Piotra, zaptoneta $wieca
- znak solidarnosci z cierpiacym na-
rodem.

Na ten sam gest zdecydowat sig¢
w Bialym Domu Ronald Reagan.
Prezydent USA wezwal rodakéw, by
takze oni zapalili w swych oknach
Swieczki. ,My, ludzie Wolnego
Swiata, solidaryzujemy sie z naszymi
polskimi bra¢mi i siostrami. Ich

sprawa jest nasza sprawa, a nasze
modlitwy  inadzieje kieruja sie¢ ku
nim w to Boze Narodzenie” — powie-
dzial w pamietnym telewizyjnym
przemowieniu z 23 grudnia 1981
roku.

Do gestéw Jana Pawta II i Rea-
gana nawigzuje dzi$ akcja ,Zapal
Swiatto Wolnosci” Instytutu Pamieci
Narodowej (IPN) — instytucji, ktora
mam zaszczyt kierowaé. Kazdego 13
grudnia zachecamy Polakow, ale
takze ludzi na calym $wiecie, by za-
palili $wieczke w oknie lub wirtu-
alng w internecie — i w ten sposdb
upamietnili ofiary stanu wojennego.
Ta akcja bedzie przez nas co roku
kontynuowana.

40 lat temu wielki rezonans miat
rowniez program telewizyjny ,Let
Poland be Poland” (Zeby Polska byta
Polska), wyemitowany 31 stycznia
1982 roku i obejrzany przez niemal
200 mIn widzéw w kilkudziesieciu
krajach. Program nawiazywat do
Dnia Solidarnosci z Polska ogloszo-
nego przez amerykanska admini-
stracje. Wystapili w nim — oprécz
politykow — stynni artysci, jak Paul
McCartney, Kirk Douglas czy Frank
Sinatra. Ten ostatni zaspiewal nawet
po polsku.

Audycdja , Let Poland be Poland”
zainteresowaly si¢ komunistyczne
tajne stuzby w Polsce. Kaseta wideo
ze skrocong wersja pokazang w za-
chodnioniemieckiej telewizji jest
dzi$, tak jak inne materialy przejete
po bezpiece, przechowywana w Ar-
chiwum IPN w Warszawie. Udoste-
pniamy tez w nim naukowcom
i dziennikarzom z Polski i zagranicy
setki tomow akt z okresu stanu wo-
jennego. Dzieki tej spusciznie nie

jestesmy skazani na lukrowane
wspomnienia Jaruzelskiego, ktory
po latach stan wojenny probowat
przedstawic¢ jako ,mniejsze zto” —
obrong kraju przed grozaca mu rze-
komo interwencja sowiecka. Mimo
masowego niszczenia akt u schytku
systemu komunistycznego zacho-
waly sie liczne materialty podwa-
zajace narracje Jaruzelskiego i jego
wspotpracownikow. Nasi naukowcy
i edukatorzy chetnie korzystaja
z tego zasobu. Za ich posrednictwem
prawda o stanie wojennym powoli
przebija sie¢ do coraz szerszych
kregow opinii publiczne;j.

Wielu Polakéw zylo po roku
1989 w poczuciu niesprawiedliwosci
transformacyjnej. Ci, ktérzy w cza-
sach komunistycznych sprzeciwiali
si¢ rezimowi, nieraz ptacili za to
wysoka ceng — wiezieniem, ztamana
kariera, niekiedy emigracja, znisz-
czonym zyciem prywatnym. Ich
oprawcy 1 oOwczesni decydenci
zazwyczaj przechodzili sucha stopa
przez zmiang systemu, Zyli nieniepo-
kojeni w wolnej Polsce. Jaruzelski
jeszcze w 2014 roku spoczat z hono-
rami na warszawskich Powazkach
Wojskowych — polskim Arlington.
Instytut Pamieci Narodowej stara sie
dzi$ - na tyle, na ile to jeszcze
mozliwe — nadrobi¢ te zaniedbania.
Prokuratorzy IPN wystepuja o
uchylenie  immunitetéw  tym
sedziom i prokuratorom, ktérzy
w stanie wojennym i w kolejnych la-
tach Scigali badz skazywali opozy-
cjonistow. Czasu nie cofniemy, ale
dazenie do przywrocenia elementar-
nej sprawiedliwosci jest obowiaz-
kiem demokratycznego panstwa
prawa.

UBEZPIECZENIA BEZ TAJEMNIC

(dok. ze str. 18)
by¢ albo nie by¢ dla naszego
planu typu Obamacare w bie-
Zacym roku.

3. Wybierzmy lekarza prowadza-
cego. Dotyczy to plandéw typu
HMO, gdzie lekarz prowadzacy
(Primary Care Provider) jest ster-
nikiem naszego planu i to on wy-
stawia skierowania do lekarzy
specjalistow i na badania do-
konywane w ramach planu.

4. Upewnijmy sig, ze nasz lekarz
prowadzacy nalezy do odpo-
wiedniej grupy medycznej (naj-
czesciej oznaczonej trzycyfro-
wym numerem). Dotyczy to po-
siadaczy szczegllnie planow

HMO z firmy ubezpieczeniowej
BCBS lub Anthem. Jesli nasz le-
karz prowadzacy nie jest w wy-
branej przez nas grupie
(sprawdzmy oznaczenie na no-
wej karcie ubezpieczeniowej), to
jego skierowania nie bedq wazne
i wizyty u niego beda ptatne
w 100% stawki.

Jak Panistwo widzg trzeba trzymad
reke na pulsie by mie¢ pewnos¢, ze
plany wybrane przez nas beda
dziata¢ w sposob przez nas oczeki-
wany lub dziata¢ w ogole.

medica};oe];alsku
844.654.5185

warw. medicarepopolaku. com
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LIFE INSURANCE
WHOLE, TERM & FINAL EXPENSE

SAVE 10% — CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
SINGLE PAY WHOLE LIFE FOR AGES 0 — 15 & 5 mos.

ANNUITIES

NON-QUALIFIED & IRAS

3.75% APY (s500 MIN. DEPOSIT)
WITH THE ELITE* SERIES
TAKE ADVANTAGE or THiIs GREAT RATE!
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MEMBER BENEFITS

v/ POLISH LANGUAGE & DANCE SCHOOLS

v/ SCHOLARSHIPS & EDUCATIONAL LOANS
v/ CULTURE & TRADITION

v/ SPORTS TOURNAMENTS

v NAROD POLSKI & OTHER PUBLICATIONS
v/ PERKSPOT & PRESCRIPTION DISCOUNTS
v/ AND MUCH MORE!
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