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ANNUAL STATE OF THE UNION

Dear Fellow PRCUA Members,

As we look at the previous year, we assess our
successes and reflect on our drawbacks. By no small
feat, we have all made it through a second year try-
ing to cope with the coronavirus pandemic. The
changes we have made socially over the last two
years have made us stronger and more aware of our
surroundings. Despite the pandemic, the PRCUA
looked into new initiatives such as offering a virtual
store of PRCUA merchandise or virtual tourna-
ments. Through each new idea we grew our capa-
bilities, experience and offered new ways to bring
our members closer together.

Fortunately, we have recently seen things open-

James J. Robaczewski
PRCUA National President

ing up, allowing us to visit with family, friends and
colleagues in person again. We have the chance to
restart fraternal activities such as our national tour-
naments, dance recitals and other social gatherings.
As some might sayj, it is like getting the band back
together. As you see below, this coming August, we
will bring members together for the PRCUA Quad-
rennial Convention as well. With the knowledge
that such things should not be taken for granted, I
continue to hope PRCUA morphs into an improved
model of our old self.

Reviewing our financial statement on page 3,
you will see that our asset base grew over nineteen
percent this year to last year. (continued on pg. 4)

PRESIDENT ROBACZEWSKI
CONVOKES 63*° PRCUA QUADRENNIAL CONVENTION

On Friday, August 12, 2022, hundreds of delegates from ac-
ross the United States will gather for the 63rd Quadrennial Con-
vention of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America in Oak
Brook Hills, IL.

They will come together to discuss budgets, constitutional
changes and long-range plans that will affect the future of the
PRCUA. The Convention will also be charged with electing the
administration and board members for the next four years.

The dates of the convention are Friday, August 12th to Sun-
day August 14th. At this time the convention is scheduled to be
a live event. If changes are needed to make it a virtual event, the
delegates will be informed as early as possible and receive train-
ing on how to attend and participate virtually.

In accordance with Section 3, Article 03A, paragraph 2 and
3 of the Constitution of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of
America:

The Convention shall meet every four (4) years commencing not
later than the second Sunday in August 1982, and each quadrennial
thereafter, at a place fixed by the preceding Convention. If the last Con-
vention has failed to fix the place, then the site shall be chosen by the
Executive Committee and approved by the Board of Directors no less
than one (1) year prior to the Convention.

=
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The President convokes the Convention by a proclamation in
March of the Convention year.

“Therefore, with the authority vested upon me by the Con-
stitution of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, as
the President of the PRCUA, I hereby proclaim the 63rd Quad-
rennial Convention to convene on Friday, August 12, 2022.”

The business sessions will be held at the Hilton Chicago/Oak
Brook Hills Resort and Conference Center which is located at
3500 Midwest Road in Oak Brook, Illinois.

The Pre-Convention Committee is diligently preparing to ac-
commodate all persons who will be present. A detailed calendar
of events will be made available in upcoming issues of the Nardd
Polski.

I encourage all eligible members to strive to become a del-
egate to the convention. It is a way for your voice to be heard
and for you to have a say in the future of our organization. Con-
tact one of the officers of your society to obtain an application to
be a delegate.

I'look forward to seeing you at the convention,

James ]J. Robaczewski
National President
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1 FAT TUESDAY

CHICAGO,IL - PRCUA SOC.#657 & #1620 MEETING

AND ELECTION OF THE DELEGATESTOTHE 63RD
PRCUA CONVENTION on Wed., Mar. | at 5:00 p.m. at PRCUA
Social Hall, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL.. For additional infor-
mation, contact Bill Seranko, Soc. #657 Fin. Secy., at 847-254-0694 or
Lucia Seranko, Soc. #1620 Fin. Secy., at 224-200-7688.

2 ASHWEDNESDAY / POPIELEC

5 REDFORD, Ml - PRCUA SOCIETY #718 ONE GAME
BOWLING K/O on Sat., Feb. 5 at Mayflower Lanes at 26600
Plymouth Rd., Redford, MI. Registration at | | a.m. Dinner to follow at
American Legion, Carl E. Stitt Post 232, 23850 Military Rd., Dearborn
Hts., Ml. For details, contact Janet Rys at 734-812-0372.

6 CHICAGO RIDGE, IL - PRCUA ADULT CULTURE

GROUP 46TH FASHION SHOW AND BRUNCH on

Sun., March 6 at Glendora Banquets, 10225 S. Harlem Ave., Chicago
Ridge, IL. For details, see pg. 8.

7 CASIMIR PULASKI DAY (IL) - PRCUA HOME
OFFICEWILL BE CLOSED

1 2 MALBORK DANCE GROUP RECITAL on Sat.,March 12.

13 DETROIT, Ml - POLISH HERITAGE NIGHT on Sun,,
March 13 at 3 p.m. at Little Caesars Arena in Detroit, MI. For
additional information, see pg. 12.

18_19 NEW BOSTON, MI - 87TH NATIONAL PRCUA
BASKETBALLTOURNAMENT HOSTED BY SO-

CIETY #162 on Fri.-Sat., March 18-19 in New Boston, MI. Infor-
mation: PRCUA Fraternal Department 773-782-2636. See details on

pg. 14.

19 ZAJACZEK DANCE ENSEMBLE 17TH ANNUAL RE-
CITAL on Sat., March 19.

27 HALKA DANCERS RECITAL on Sun., March 27.

APRIL

2 TATRY 50TH ANNIVERSARY RECITAL on Sat.,Apr. 2.
OPOLE DANCE RECITAL on Sat., Apr. 2.

3 POLONIA POLISH FOLK SONG & DANCE ENSEM-
BLE 35TH ANNIVERSARY RECITAL on Sun.,Apr. 3.

1 0 PALM SUNDAY
14 HOLY THURSDAY
1 5 GOOD FRIDAY
1 6 HOLY SATURDAY
1 7 EASTER
18 EASTER MONDAY / SMIGUS-DYNGUS (POL)
TAX DAY / IRA CONTRIBUTION DEADLINE
22_24 ALLEN PARK, MI - 84TH NATIONAL PRCUA
BOWLING TOURNAMENT HOSTED BY SO-
CIETY #162 on Fri.-Sun., April 22-24 in allen park, M. Information:
PRCUA Fraternal Department 773-782-2636. See details on pg. 14.

24 PRCUA SWIECONKA on Sun. Apr. 24.

28 SOCIETY #162 GYMNASTICS EXHIBITION on Thur,
Apr.28.

30 ST. RAPHAEL KALINOWSKI SCHOOL PARENTS’
DAY on Sat.,Apr. 30.

ROGALIN DANCE TROUPE 53RD ANNUAL DANCE
RECITAL on Sat.,Apr. 30.

For updates on any of the PRCUA events, please contact your
local PRCUA districts, societies and schools, and check Naréd
Polski, PRCUA social media platforms and www.prcua.org.

Prayer for Protection qf Ukraine

— excerpt from the “Prayer for Protection” written by James Dillet Freeman

The light of God surrounds you.

The  presence qf God watches over you.

The love of God enfolds you.
The  power qf God protects you.

Wherever you are, God is!




ANNUAL STATEMENT

FOR THE YEAR ENDED DECEMBER 31, 2021
OF THE POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION

OF AMERICA

984 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, lllinois 60642

ASSETS

Stocks...(Preferred $2,970,500 - Common $299,500)
Mortgage Loans on Real Estate............ccccovunininienennecncneseene
Real Estate Owned including Contract Sales...
Certificate LOANS........ccuiiieeiierieet et
Cash on Hand and On Deposit
Short Term Investment..........ccccceveevieisiieieieeienns
Electronic Data Processing Equipment
Premiums Actually Collected by Subordinate Lodges Not Yet Remitted

0 HOME OffICE.....uevreciic e
Investment Income Due and ACCTUEA...........cceviuriininrcrreininieeeeses

TOTAL ADMITTED ASSETS
LIABILITIES, SPECIAL RESERVES AND UNASSIGNED FUNDS

Aggregate Reserve For Life Certificates and Contracts..........cocoevrreerinnne
Deposit — Type CONraCtS........cvvveiiiieiiiiiiiie e
Certificate and Contract Claims
Provisions For Refund Payable in Following Calendar Year..............ccccco......
Life Premiums Received in AdVance............ccoceeveieeeeececieeecececvce e
Surrender Values on Canceled Certificates
Interest Maintenance RESEIVE..........ccccvveveveieeeeiceee st
Commission to Field Workers Due or ACCIUEd............ccccvvvvverreererieeececeeenns
General Expenses Due or Accrued
Taxes, Licenses and Fees Due or ACCIUEA............coveveveeiieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee s
Unearned Investment INCOME............covvvcierereiiieieeceee e,
Amounts Withheld or Retained by Society as Agent or Trustee....................
Liability for Benefits for Employees and Fieldworkers

AsSets Valuation RESEIVE........c.ccvvevvivceeeieeeeecs e

TOTAL LIABILITIES
Special Bonus Dividend Payable in Following Year ...........ccccoconnninicnneene,
UNasSIged FUNDS..........coiuiiiies e

TOTAL
TOTAL

SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS

(Excluding Unrealized Capital Gains and Losses)

Life and Annuity Premiums.........ceeiniriense s
Net INVeStMENt INCOME..........ceviriiece e
Amortization of Interest Maintenance Reserve.........c.cocovvvivieinencnininnnee
Reimbursement for Educational Stipends
Removal of Pension Liabilities into @ Trust...........ccoverevinieneniniinienas

TOTAL INCOME
DEDUCT:

Death BENEitS.......ciuiiiieiees e
Matured Endowments
Annuity Benefits
Disability BENEFItS........ouiviiiiriieiiiesrie e
Surrender Benefits........oirieiercee e
Interest on Certificates or Contract Funds
Supplementary Contracts with Life Contingencies............cooeoverrevninnenns
Supplementary Contracts without Life Contingencies............ccccoeviviereennnn.

$196,995,644
3,270,000
8,217,601
4,011,770
578,626
11,040,010
12,554,682
79,234

49,729
2,401,478

—_— =

$239,198,774

$223,649,504
0-
1,321,143
150,000
413,051
11,055
95,769
0-
174,425
55,810
98
122,685

0
2,158,745

$228,152,284
0-
$11,046,490

11,046,490
$239,198,774

$58,970,639
10,247,592
170,854

38,100

1,000,000

$70,427,185

$2,794,543
235,864
10,533,793
622
10,316,151
0-

618,941
0-

Increase in Aggregate Reserve for Certificates and Contracts

With Life CONtINGENCIES. ... 38,901,124
ComMMISSION 0N PrEMIUMS........ovvieiieeeeceeeee e 1,091,311
Contributions for Employees Benefits.............ccocvvinininnincnincee, -0-

General Insurance Expense and Fraternal Payments 4,533,579

Taxes, LICENSES @NG FEES........ovoveviiicceecieeeesse et 223,924

TOTAL EXPENSES $69,249,852

Net Gain From Operations Before Refunds to Members and Excluding

Realized Capital Gains and LOSSES..........ccvverrerrrereeirirerrneieiseeesneee s 1,177,333

RefUNA 10 MEMDETS.....c.oeececeeee ettt s 152,149

Net Gain From Operations After Refunds to Members..........c.c.ocovvreirienenn. 1,025,184

Net Realized Capital Gains............ccceviveviecirieirieeee e, 25,878

NET INCOME FROM OPERATIONS 1,051,062

UNASSIGNED FUNDS AND SPECIAL RESERVE ACCOUNTS

Unassigned Funds 12/31/20  $10,056,719 Unassigned Funds 12/31/21  $11,046,490
Change in reserve 158,201

Net gain from operation 1,051,062

Change in non-admitted assets 15,710

Change in unrealized gains 81,200

TOTALS $11,204,691 $11,204,691
SUMMARY OF VALUATION REPORT FOR THE YEAR OF 2021

Number of Amount of Total

Life Certificates Insurance Reserve

43,124 $393,191,090 $223,649,504

Expected Mortality on Gross Amounts at RisK............cccovrveernrerninninnieen. $1,647,153

Net Death Losses Incurred in 2021Less Reserve Released............cccccvvveee. 1,104,415
Ratio Per Cent of Actual to Expected Mortality on Gross Amounts at

RISK DUFNG 2021.....covieiiceeie e s 67,05%
Net INVeStMENT INCOME.........civeiiriiiiieceiee e $10,247 592

RATE OF NET INVESTMENT INCOME TO MEAN ASSETS

2017 -5.14% 2018 -5.24% 2019 -5.09%

2020 - 4.92% 2021-4.78%

RATIO OF ASSETS TO LIABILITIES

2017 - 106.20% 2018 - 106.08% 2019 - 105.83%

2020 - 105.28% 2021 - 104.84%

The Society's valuation indicates that on the basis of the American Experience of 1941, 1958,
1980, 2001 and 2017 Commissioner's Standard Ordinary Table of Mortality with interest at 2.5%
through the future assessments at the rates now collected together with the invested assets are
sufficient to meet all certificates as they mature by their terms with a margin of safety of
$11,046,490 over the above statutory standard.

Respectfully submitted,

James J. Robaczewski, FIC, ALMI, ACS, President

Micheline 1. Jaminski, ALMI, Vice President

Agnieszka J. Bastrzyk, FICF, ALMI, ACS, Secretary-Treasurer
Emily Kurda, ALMI, ACS, Controller

Steimla & Associates, Inc., FSA, FCIA, MAAA, FCA, Actuary
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ANNUAL STATE OF THE UNION (continued from pg. 1)

The PRCUA had an increase in net income of $1,051,062, which resulted
in an increase in our surplus of $989,772, bringing our surplus funds to
$11,046,490. One of the main factors for this substantial growth was a correc-
tion that had to be made to the Employee Pension Plan. Our independent
auditors noted that even though our plan is self-funded, funds needed to be
placed in a trust for the benefit of our vested employees. With this correction,
the bonds transferred out of general fund and into the trust attributed to most
of the gain in surplus.

Additionally contributing to the increase in our net income was a dra-
matic rise in annuity sales. PRCUA’s successful White Eagle Annuity plan
accounted for 70% of total annuities. Our life insurance production was
lower last year, but we have refocused our efforts to sell more traditional
whole life products in the future. We have introduced a new product in 2022,
Life Paid Up At 70. For details check the ad on page 5 or contact our Sales
Department.

Most important to remember with regard to your investments in life in-
surance and annuities — they are safe with the PRCUA. Over 90 percent of
our assets are invested in long term bonds that assure a steady income in the
coming years. While we live in uncertain times, it is comforting to know that
PRCUA, as most other fraternals, has conservatively and cautiously invested
in the past and, as a result, has fared economic downturns quite well. With
the additional income that has been received comes an increased concern to
locate adequate vehicles of investment that offer a competitive return, but
still satisfy the conservative requirements set by the Department of Insurance.
One such vehicle for the PRCUA recently has been short term, first lien mort-
gages, commonly known as bridge loans. This “thinking out of the box” has
allowed for a healthy reinvestment yield and spread between our financial
obligations and income.

Looking optimistically at the future, PRCUA is in the homestretch for
the implementation of the new life insurance administrative system (OIPA).
This product will soon assist us in providing more efficient service to our

members, including allowing PRCUA to be another step closer to providing
online access to certificate information. We are about three quarters complete
in the installation process and are now testing the software to assure that it
is user friendly and error free. We have been assured by Equisoft that the en-
tire process will be fully functional by December.

Newly implemented improvements within the organization include ad-
ditional tools for the PRCUA Sales Force, such as the Business Panel platform.
Soon to be released to the entire group once beta testing is complete, this pro-
gram will provide sales representatives real-time information to track appli-
cations that have been submitted, see where members are with their
payments and better serve our members by providing certificate information
quickly upon request.

The focus on professional and educated personnel in our boardroom, ex-
ecutive offices and headquarters building continues. The organization con-
tinues to proactively provide formal on-line training for executive officers,
directors and employees through various courses provided by LOMA (Life
Office Management Association), LIC (Life Insurers Counsel) and American
Fraternal Alliance (AFA). Cybersecurity continues to be a top concern.
Monthly cybersecurity training through KnowBe4 assures our staff is
equipped to face today’s threats.

The last four years of the current administration have flown by. I look
forward to once again see you — our PRCUA family — at upcoming events in
your areas and at our Convention this August. We continue to look to the
future as our predecessors had in the past, overcoming various adversities
in times of depression, pandemic and war. The PRCUA will continue to grow
and spread the news that we are healthy and vibrant in the 21st century. Re-
member to tell your friends about our great fraternal and “Get Involved, Stay
Involved, and Get Others Involved.”

Fraternally yours,

James J. Robaczewski
National President
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Looking for ways to pay for college?
Apply for a PRCUA Scholarship!

Did you know that PRCUA
offers scholarships as one of
our many member benefits?

New applications for the
2022-2023 school year
are available online now

Get more information
by visiting
PRCUA org/scholarshi
or by calling 773-782-2

{
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0 ~ / Coverage minimum $5,000+

O v Plan issue ages 0 to 45

v Payments end at age 70

v Builds cash value

¢  Dividend participating*

v Guaranteed premium rates

v Guaranteed lifetime coverage**
v Benefits are paid tax-free to beneficiaries
v Reduce your financial obligation at retirement age

*Dividends ore not guaranteed. **When schedule of premiums are mode

I | Now.AVAILABLE AT PREVALE.

-

o Sample Rates for Females Sample Rates for Males

: Age 55,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000 Age 55,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000 %
25 5103.30 5154.40 5309.75 5554.00 25 5108.40 51467.20 5335.50 5606.50 ,;
35 $127.50 $205.00 5428.00 5784.50 35 5135.35 5220.70 5444.00 5841.00 5
" 45 $171.75 $293.50 5643.50 $1,206.50 45 5183.60 $317.20 5701.25 $1,319.00 3
' 55  5277.10 $504.20  51,157.25  $2,207.50 55  5$296.80 $543.60  $1,253.25  $2,395.00 g
&5 S791.15 $1,532.30 53,663.25 57.091.00 65 5848.35 51,6446.70 $3.942.00 57,634.50 T8
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APY

v" LOWER your INCOME TAX BILL
v/ BOOST your RETIREMENT INCOME
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EDGE" [3vEnr]  SrRTYATA -
2 ! ; 0 by opening a new PRCUALife Annuity
AFT or transfering your existing account h*
per mant

1 YEAR GUARANTEE Formate Infonmanon; = | @ *20 yr. Renewable Level Term life insurance for $100,000
MR GUAR. £00% (800) 772-8632 female (30 years old, non-tobacco, preferred rate)
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63R° PRCUA QUADRENNIAL CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS

NOTICE TO CANDIDATES SEEKING
PRCUA NATIONAL OFFICES

The Candidates Qualifications Committee has announced that all candi-
dates seeking to run for election to a national office in the Polish Roman Cath-
olic Union of America must contact the Secretary-Treasurer for an application.
All applications must be submitted to the Office of the Secretary-Treasurer and
postmarked by May 30, 2022.

Candidates must meet the following requirements as set forth by the
PRCUA Constitution. Although the Constitution uses masculine terminology,
the information applies to males and females equally.

Article 03K Nomination of Officers and Directors

1. Only a Delegate meeting the following requirements shall be nominated
for the position of Officer or Director for the UNION and may be a candi-
date for that office in the UNION:

a. the Delegates must personally be present and registered at the Conven-
tion within the timeframe of the first session on the second day of the
Convention;

b. must have been a member of the UNION for at least five (5) years;

is a citizen of the United States of America;

d. has indicated his desire to aspire for the specified office or his name and
qualifications have heretofore been presented by a Society or a Circuit
with the consent of the candidate. Such an announcement must be for-
warded to the Candidates Qualifications Committee and postmarked by
May 30 of the Convention year. Once approved by the Candidates Quali-
fications Committee, the names and qualifications of all qualified candi-
dates for each office must be published in an issue of the official publi-
cation of the UNION and provided to all voting members at least
thirty (30) days prior to the Convention.

e. has met the qualifications of either a Bachelor’s degree, Chartered Life
Underwriter (CLU), or a minimum of five (5) years of experience in fi-
nancial planning, business administration, and/ormanagerial/organiza-
tional leadership;

f. residesin, and is a member of a Society, located in the District in which
he wishes to represent.

2. No two members of a family, either by birth or by marriage, shall be per-
mitted during the whole or any part of the same term to be Executive
Officers. Members of a family shall include spouses, children, stepchildren,
parents, grandparents, siblings and the children of siblings.

3. No two members of a nuclear family shall be permitted during the whole
or any part of the same term to be a director. Nuclear family shall mean
familial relationships only including husband and wife, parent and child
and brother and sister. If and in the event that two or more members of a
nuclear family shall, at a Convention, run for and receive enough votes to
be entitled to be a member of the Board of Directors, then only that member
of the nuclear family who has received the most votes from the Delegates
at the Convention shall be entitled to take the oath and serve the term of

office provided for the position for which that member sought election. 5

]

Please refer to page 7 for additional qualifications for the President, Vice
President, Secretary-Treasurer, and National Directors as approved by the
62nd PRCUA Quadrennial Convention.

Please request an application in person or by telephoning the Secretary-
Treasurer's Office at 773-782-2600 Ext. 2605 or toll-free at 1-800-772-8632 Ext.
2605. Or send your request for an application by REGISTERED MAIL to:

Agnieszka Bastrzyk, ALMI, FICF, ACS
Secretary-Treasurer

PRCUA

984 N. Milwaukee Avenue

Chicago, IL 60642-4101

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE
PRCUA CONSTITUTION & BY-LAWS

The Constitution Committee is accepting proposed changes to the
PRCUA Constitution and By-Laws. Any PRCUA member, Society, Circuit
or District in good standing has the right to propose changes to the PRCUA
Constitution and By-Laws. These changes must be submitted IN WRITING
to the Constitution Committee by June 1, 2022 for consideration. Please fol-
low the format below when submitting proposed changes. The Committee
will accept proposed changes until June 1, 2022. Thank you.

Proposal to the Constitution Committee

Name

Street

City, State, Zip

Phone: (__) E-mail:

Your PRCUA Society Number

Changes proposed to these articles:
Chapter Article
Title of Article

Page(s)

Reason for proposed change:

Proposed wording;:

Send proposed changes by June 1, 2022 to:
PRCUA Constitution Committee
Secy.-Treas. Agnieszka Bastrzyk

984 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642-4101

IMPORTANT NOTICE
TO PRCUA SOCIETIES

In compliance with the provisions of the PRCUA Constitution and
By-Laws, the election of delegates and their alternates to the 63rd National
Convention of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America should
take place within the month of April or May. Contact your Society
representatives for information about the Society's meeting if it is not listed
in the Calendar of Events.

All Secretaries are urged to email the meeting information to narod-
polski@prcua.org before March 15, 2022 to have the Society's meeting listed
in the April and/or May issue of the Nardd Polski Calendar of Events.



632 PRCUA QUADRENNIAL CONVENTION ANNOUNCEMENTS

ADDITIONAL QUALIFICATIONS
FOR CANDIDATES SEEKING
THE ELECTED POSITIONS OF PRESIDENT,
VICE PRESIDENT, SECRETARY-TREASURER,
AND NATIONAL DIRECTOR

To all members of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America in anticipa-
tion of the 63rd Quadrennial Convention of the PRCUA to be held in August
2022:

The following recommendations, regarding additional qualifications beyond
those identified in the Constitution for candidates seeking the elected posi-
tions of President, Vice President, Secretary-Treasurer, and National Director,
were approved by the 62nd PRCUA Quadrennial Convention.

For the elected positions of President, Vice President, and Secretary-Treas-
urer:

Bachelor's degree required

Postgraduate degree preferred

Minimum of five (5) years as a member of PRCUA and in good standing

Minimum five (5) years of experience in financial planning, business

administration and/or managerial/organizational leadership

e PRCUA Board Certification Training must be completed within six (6)
months of installation into office

e Possession or completion of courses for ALMI (Associate Life Manage-

ment Institute) designation within twenty four (24) months of installation

into office.

For the elected position of National Director:

* Bachelor's degree or a minimum of four (4) years of demonstrated life
experience or a minimum of five (5) years demonstrated experience in
fraternal activities

*  Minimum of five (5) years as a member of PRCUA and in good standing

e PRCUA Board certification training must be completed within six (6)
months of installation into office

In addition to the duties of elected positions as stated in the PRCUA Consti-
tution, candidates for each office must consider responsibilities specified
below:

Responsibilities of the President:

Participates in the investing of funds of the organization

Represents the PRCUA at national and local events

Develops and implements the Business Plan

Oversees Compliance, Investments, Human Resources, and General
Counsel

Responsibilities of the Vice President:

* Opversees Sales, Marketing, Fraternal and Publications Departments
® Represents the PRCUA at national and local events

Responsibilities of the Secretary-Treasurer:

e Oversees Information Technologies, Member Services, Risk Management,
Auditing, Treasury, Underwriting, and Building and Property Manage-
ment

* Represents the PRCUA at national and local events

Responsibilities of the National Director:

Required to participate in all scheduled Board meetings

Monitors fiduciary activities of PRCUA and Executive Committee

Main contact in resolving issues between Home Office and local Districts
Actively promotes and/or organizes local organization functions
Promotes and solicits membership

Represents the organization in local and national events

NOTE: Board certification and all ALMI course costs are paid for by the
PRCUA.

If there is no qualified candidate for an Executive Officer or Board of Director
position, the Board of Directors reserves the right to solicit and elect an indi-
vidual for the position.

If an Officer or Director fails to pass the LOMA, ALMI or Insurance Pro-
ducer's license within the designated time, the Board of Directors will declare
a vacancy.

NOTICE TO SOCIETY OFFICERS
ON CONVENTION REPRESENTATION

The 63rd Quadrennial Convention of the PRCUA is quickly approaching.
The Secretary-Treasurer reminds all officers of PRCUA Societies of a very
important provision in the Constitution and By-Laws governing the
representation of Societies at the Convention.

Section Three, Article 03E, Delegates to the Convention, Paragraph 6

“A Society delinquent to the UNION more than two (2) months in its as-
sessments loses its rights to representation at the Convention."

The accounts of a majority of Societies are current, therefore this notice
does not apply to them. However, any Society which is delinquent is encour-
aged to bring their accounts up to date immediately so that your Society will
meet the qualifications of the Constitution for representation at the Conven-
tion, the most important gathering of our fraternal organization.

Agnieszka Bastrzyk, Secretary-Treasurer

BUDGET & GRIEVANCE COMMITTEE
NOTICE

The PRCUA Budget and Grievance Committee has announced that any
PRCUA member who has a complaint, suggestion or grievance should file it
- in writing - with the Budget and Grievance Committee. It should be post-
marked by May 30, 2022. The PRCUA Convention will only accept com-
plaints, suggestions and grievances that have been officially filed with this
Committee.

A meeting of the Budget and Grievance Committee will be held after re-
ceipt of responses from the membership.

Send your complaints, suggestions and/or grievances to:

Budget and Grievance Committee
PRCUA
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642-4101

-
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PRCUA 2022-2023 SCHOLARSHIP
INFORMATION

Economic conditions in the United States and throughout the world, as
well as an ever competitive job market, have made the need for an under-
graduate, graduate, or professional degree a virtual necessity for today’s stu-
dent. At the same time, the higher costs of education pose a serious and
challenging barrier to students and their families to bear. The PRCUA rec-
ognizes the necessity of assistance for students of the Polish American com-
munity and has developed several financial vehicles to aid in the pursuit of
undergraduate and graduate degree programs.

During the 2022-2023 school year, the PRCUA will offer two types of
scholarships. The PRCUA Education Scholarship is open to all who apply,
whereas the PRCUA Fraternal Scholarship is open exclusively to members
of the PRCUA. Students can apply for each scholarship once annually, but
they may receive only three awards of each scholarship during their lifetime.
Scholarships are specific to the school and educational program named in
the application. The deadline for submitting applications is June 1, 2022.

PRCUA Education Scholarships totaling $25,000 are awarded to stu-
dents based on the number of applications submitted and are available to all
students, even those who are not members of the PRCUA. Scholarships will
be awarded in amounts ranging from $1,000-$2,000.

1. Applicants must have successfully completed their freshman year of
undergraduate studies before the deadline for filing an application.
An official transcript or other documentation from the applicant’s
school must be sent directly by the educational institution by mail
or electronically to the PRCUA on or before the deadline of June 1.

2. Eligible applicants include sophomores, juniors, and seniors enrolled
full-time in undergraduate studies or those students enrolled in a
graduate or professional degree program. Full-time enrollment shall
conform to those guidelines established by the federal financial aid
program: a minimum of twelve credit hours for day students or eight
credit hours for evening students. Part-time graduate students are
also eligible.

3. Applicants must have a cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 3.0
or better on a 4.0 scale or 4.0 or better on a 5.0 scale.

4. All applicants must be either citizens or permanent residents of the
United States.

The PRCUA Fraternal Scholarship is available to eligible PRCUA
members. For the 2022-2023 school year, the PRCUA will award scholarships
totaling $25,000, in amounts ranging from $1,000-$3,000. These scholarships
are open to all current PRCUA members. Applicants must fulfill all the re-
quirements listed above AND be a member of the PRCUA for a minimum of
five years AND have an active certificate of a minimum of $5,000 (and must
be current with its payments).

The following options are available to applicants who do NOT fulfill the
above five-year requirement:

* Three-year membership with the PRCUA holding a $25,000 certificate,
or
e Four-year membership with the PRCUA holding a $15,000 certificate.
Note: Applicants must have active certificates and be current with their pay-
ments for five years after receipt of the final scholarship.

Selection of award amounts and recipients will be made by an independ-
ent committee of jurors. For both scholarships, awards will be granted to ap-
plicants based on the highest number of points earned, including an essay
(in English).

The PRCUA acknowledges that continuing one’s education is important
to get ahead in life. Everyone is invited and encouraged to take advantage
of our scholarships. Scholarships from the PRCUA are but one of its many
member benefits.

For more information

www.prcua.org/scholarships.

and  applications, please  visit:

POLISH AMERICAN CONGRESS
CHARITABLE FOUNDATION
OFFERS SCHOLARSHIPS

THE MAJER AND LASKOWSKI FAMILIES
MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIPS

Scholarship Terms:
1. Available for full-time undergraduate and graduate students majoring

in engineering or business administration.
2. Recipients must attend a public state university or college.
3. Maximum amount of the scholarship is equal to the annual state-resident
(in-state) tuition.
Scholarships are renewable annually.
Merit and need are taken into consideration.
Candidates not selected can reapply annually.
Preference will be given to applicants who will be juniors, seniors, or
graduate students in the fall term.

N

To obtain an application, send a request by mail to PACCEF, 6645 N. Oliphant
Ave. Suite A, Chicago, IL 60631 or an application can be printed from PACCF
website at www.paccf.org

Application, Required Documents, Headshot Photo & Media Release
must be submitted by
March 15, 2022

Note: All scholarship payments will be sent directly to the college or univer-
sity that the applicant will be attending.

THE RICHARD GORECKI SCHOLARSHIP
Administered by the Polish American Congress Charitable Foundation

1. Applicant must be a citizen of the United States of America and of Polish
ancestry.

2. Applicant must be a full time student enrolled as a sophomore, junior,

senior or post-graduate in the fall of 2022; in an accredited undergraduate

or graduate program at a college or university

Have a minimum GPA of 3.0 out of 4.0.

4. Applicant must become a member of their local PAC Division, or if none
in their area, then a member thru the National PAC. No exceptions. Copy
of PAC membership card or letter from Division President confirming
membership is required with application. Please contact PAC National
Office for membership information 202-296-6955.

w

Application:
1. Completion of a PACCF Scholarship application. Applications that are

incomplete or have errors with not be accepted and should be one-sided.
Application period is from January 15, 2022 to April 15, 2022.

2. Submit a resume, including:
a. Name and relationship to you of the nearest family member(s) from

whom you ascribe your Polish ancestry.

b. A description of your academic and career goals.

3. Submit an Official Transcript, including your current and cumulative
GPA.

4. Submit a statement of your personal involvement in the community.

5. Include a Photo and signed Photo Release Form

Scholarship Award:
The amount of scholarships will be as determined by the Scholarship Com-

mittee, based on available funds.

-
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SECRETS OF
IRA ACCOUNTS

By Elzbieta Baumgartner

An Individual Retirement Account seems to be a
simple financial vehicle: deposits can be written
off from income in a Traditional IRA and funds
grow in the account with the deferral of taxes,
which we pay only after withdrawal. However,
IRA accounts have their secrets, which are not
widely known. Listed below are the most impor-
tant of them.

You can tuck away money in an IRA that you
earned on the side

If you work for yourself, you can shield this in-
come from taxes in a special account for the self-
employed, known a SIMPLE IRA. You're allowed
to contribute up to $14,000 a year (plus $3,000 if
you are age 50 or older) under the condition that
you declare the income on your tax return. Social
Security contributions will increase your pension,
but a tax write-off will eliminate income tax.

Tip: If you earn extra money after hours, do not
hide it under a mattress! As an example, if you de-
clare income and deposit it into a SIMPLE-IRA at
$12,000 per year (a thousand dollars a month) and
invest regularly in ETFs that mimic the NASDAQ
100 or S&P 500 indicator, you will become a mil-
lionaire in twenty five years. Guaranteed.

You can have more than one IRA account

You can have more than one IRA for multiple rea-
sons. Remember that an IRA is just a tax-advan-
taged "box" into which you can put any financial
instruments. You can have one IRA in a bank with
a convenient deposit and another IRA in broker-
age that invests in mutual funds. When you leave
your job, you can transfer funds from your com-
pany's 401(k) to another IRA account. If your ad-
justed gross income (AGI) rises to a level where
you are no longer eligible to contribute to an IRA,
you can open a Roth IRA. If you inherited an IRA
account from your father who didn't have time to
empty it, you'll have another retirement account.
You are allowed to do all of the above.

You can have as many IRA accounts as you want
and add to them, but the sum of deposits is limited
to $6,000 per year, or $7,000 if you're 50 or older.
Opening multiple accounts may not be necessary
or worth it. Not only is doing so problematic but
can also include additional (custodial) fees.

Spouses can contribute twice, even if only one of
them works

Not everyone knows that contributions can be
made for a spouse. And it's worth it. IRA accounts
have a relatively low limit on annual deposits,
only $6,000 plus an additional $1,000 for people 50
and older. Accumulating a significant amount can

only happen if you deposit regularly and for many
years, and the money is invested in equity funds.
For this reason, maximizing premiums is crucial.

In the case of a spouse who is not employed, they
can also deposit money into their IRA as long as
you earn more than your total contributions. This
strategy is commonly known as a spousal IRA. In
total, you can jointly set aside up to $12,000 a year
in your IRA or Roth IRA accounts, or up to $14,000
if you're 50 or older.

You are allowed to contribute to an IRA even
when you are not working

If you don't work or earn little but your spouse
earns a living, you can fully participate in the IRA
program by using the spousal IRA strategy men-
tioned above. This is an exception to the condition
requiring the participant to have income from
work.

An IRA protects your assets from creditors

IRAs are protected in the bankruptcy process. The
Bankruptcy Abuse Prevention and Consumer Pro-
tection Act of 2005 secures deposits in IRA and
Roth IRA accounts up to $1.362 million in 2020,
2021 and 2022 from bankruptcy, after which this
ceiling is to be adjusted every three years. SEP
plans, SIMPLE IRAs, and employee 401(k) plans,
profit sharing and traditional company salaries are
also fully protected in the event of personal bank-
ruptcy. This protection applies to any IRA ac-
counts with their own contributions and to all
assets transferred to an IRA from a 401(k) plan or
otherwise.

State laws determine how an IRA is protected
from claims by other creditors who have obtained
orders of payments through the court system.

The designation of IRA beneficiaries prevails
over wills and trusts

Have you distributed your property in your will
and think everyone will get what you have left to
them? Think again. The beneficiary designation of
an IRA replaces inclusion in a will or trust, as the
will or trust cannot change the contract. For ex-
ample, if you bequeathed the IRA bank account to
your son but in the bank you appointed your first
wife as a beneficiary and did not change the be-
quest, the funds for the IRA will be given to the
former wife, not your son.

Conclusion: Regularly review every account, not
just retirement, and update the beneficiary des-
ignations.

IRA needs to be emptied sometime

When you reach the age of 72 (or age 70.5 before
2020), you need to start making withdrawals from
traditional IRAs and other qualifying retirement
accounts. This is called Required Minimum Distri-
bution (RMD). If you do not withdraw the correct
amount of money, you will have to pay a penalty
tax of 50% of the amount that was to be with-

drawn. RMDs do not apply to Roth IRAs.

If you continue to earn money after the age of 72,
you can still deposit into your IRA account even
though it is subject to a mandatory distribution
(RMD).

Remember that if you move to another country
and leave your IRA in the United States, RMDs
still apply.

You can minimize taxes on an IRA

The key to minimizing taxes is to plan early and
gradually empty your account so as not to exceed
the tax-free amount, or at least to be in the lowest
tax bracket possible. Conclusion: Make withdra-
wals from retirement accounts in a year when you
have lower income, such as after losing a job or re-
tiring.

Elzbieta Baumgartner is the author of many books
and guides, including American Pensions, which
explains the most important retirement plans
available in the United States. The books are avail-
able in Polish bookstores and directly from the
publisher: Poradnik Sukces, 255 Park Lane, Doug-
laston, NY 11363, telephone (718) 224-3492,
www.poradniksukces.com, poczta@poradniksuk-
ces.com.

P.R.C.U.A.
AFFILIATED

The ‘Echoes of Poland
Pierogi Dozen Sale

April 8, 2022

10 am. - 6 p.m.
PRCUA Hall
5255 N Detroit Ave., Toledo, OH

$10 per dozen
cheese, potato,
mixed (cheese and potato)
Sorry, no kraut pierogi available

For orders,
please call 419-531-8658
ORDER BY MARCH 18, 2022




2021 CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
LOTTERY WINNERS

The 2021 edition of the PRCUA
Christmas Special has come to an
end. Through this annual program,
PRCUA offers discounted Single Pay
Whole Life Insurance certificates for
our youngest members. We would
like to thank all of the participating
parents and grandparents for mak-
ing their purchases and growing the
PRCUA family. Welcome to all new
members!

All participants not only re-
ceived a special gift from the
PRCUA, but all applications also
took part in the Christmas Special
lottery drawing of three grand prizes
— Fit Bit Versa watches.

We are thrilled to present the bi-
ographies and photos of the winners
— our newest members! Once again,
welcome to the PRCUA family!

Adelaide Jean Wolicki is the three-
and-a-half-year-old daughter of Alex
and Sarah (Porada) Wolicki. This is
her first year officially dancing with
the Polskie Maki Dance School in
Warren. Adelaide comes from a long
line of Polish dancers on both sides
of her family through the Polskie
Maki, Mata Polska, Zajaczek and
Syrena Dance groups. The enthusias-
tic preschooler even spent a recital on
stage in her mother’s womb! Ade-
laide’s first Polish dance perform-
ance took place in October 2021 at
the Detroit City Futbol Club Polish
Night — and she can’t wait for more,
including the upcoming Pistons Pol-
ish Night and festivals, where she
has already shown her moves prior
to and in addition to becoming a
PRCUA member. This past year has
been a big year of firsts for Adelaide,
as she also started school at St. Mary
Royal Oak, soccer with a few organ-
izations, swim classes, and Tumble
Bunnies. She is also “patiently” wait-
ing for the arrival of her baby brother
this April. Adelaide loves spending
time with the rest of her big, Polish
family, especially taking part in the
traditions. Her favorites include
singing Sto Lat (even when there is
not a birthday!) and, of course,
Christmas Eve. However, Adelaide
says dancing is her most favorite
thing about being Polish! She is cur-
rently gearing up for her first recital
with Polskie Maki on May 1st, where

she cannot wait to show off her
moves.

Asher Wood, born in November
2021, is the fifth great-grandchild of
John Grabowski of Fredonia, WI, to
have been enrolled as a member of
the PRCUA. His family plans to in-
troduce him to Polish traditions such
as Swigconka on Holy Saturday and
sharing oplatek at Christmas.

Maeve Vogel Pohlig is a new
member at PRCUA, born in October
2021. She is the daughter of Daniel

and Alison. Both of her brothers, Al-
exander and Benjamin, are also
members of PRCUA. She is the
granddaughter of Susan Brown
Pohlig (member) and Gerald
Thomas Pohlig. She is the 15th
grandchild; her Pohlig cousins are
also long-standing members of
PRCUA. Her father, Daniel G.
Pohlig, was a Msgr. Kletkotka Schol-
arship winner in 1993 and her aunt,
Suzanne Pohlig Kearney, was also a
scholarship winner in 1999. Maeve
will be brought up learning about
her Polish heritage and roots, and
especially her great-grandmother,
Frances Zygmont Brown. She will be
exposed to Polish traditions, espe-
cially making pierogi, singing Polish
Christmas carols and to all of the tra-

ditions associated with Christmas
and Easter. Each year the family gets
together to exchange gifts and
oplatek. As a family, we continue to
keep our Polish traditions alive.

PULASKI DAY TO BE OBSERVED

VIRTUALLY

Celebrate Pulaski Day virtually
with the Polish Museum of America
(PMA) on Monday, March 7, 2022.
Top officials from national, state,
county, and city governments and
leaders of Polonian organizations
and institutions will observe the
State of Illinois annual recognition of
the Polish American community by
honoring the Revolutionary War
hero Casimir Pulaski. The program
will feature performances by
Miro-stawa  Sojka-Topdr, Kamil
Bundyra, the Academy of Music of
the Paderewski Symphony Orches-
tra, and Tatra Mountains Cultural
Foundation Ensemble, along with
filmed presentations, and conclude
with the traditional wreath-laying
ceremony at Stanislaw Batowski’s
painting of Pulaski at Savannah.
The program begins promptly at
10 a.m. and will be streamed live
on the PMA website: www.
PolishMuseumOfAmerica.org.

General Kazimierz (Casimir)
Putaski (b. Warsaw, Poland, March 6,
1745 — d. near Savannah, Georgia,
October 9-10, 1779) is recognized as
the “Father of the American Ca-
valry.” He offered his services as an
experienced military leader to the
American Continental Army during
the American Revolutionary War.
“I came to hazard all for the freedom
of America,” stated Pulaski in a letter
to the Congress. Even before he was
officially commissioned by Congress,

Pulaski joined the American army as
a volunteer. At Brandywine, in 1777,
he greatly distinguished himself by
leading a daring attack against the
British, thereby saving the retreating
American army.

At the insistence of General
George Washington, Pulaski was ap-
pointed a brigadier general and the
first commander of the American
Cavalry. He established the Pulaski
Legion, a corps of Frenchmen, Ger-
man Hessians and Poles, who were
instrumental in saving the city of
Charleston, SC, from British occupa-
tion in 1779. In October of 1779, at the
age of 34, General Pulaski paid the
ultimate price for freedom: he died
from mortal wounds received while
leading a cavalry charge in Savan-
nah, GA. The general’s mortal re-
mains were ceremoniously rein-
terred at the Pulaski Monument at
Monterey Square in Savannah in Oc-
tober 2005. Posthumous honorary US
citizenship was granted to General
Pulaski in 2009.

Casimir Pulaski Day became an
official state holiday in Illinois in
1977. Join friends and supporters of
the PMA as your representatives in
government celebrate the commit-
ment of Polish Americans to liberty
and justice for all in the United States
of America.

Additional information may be
found on the PMA website:
www.PolishMuseumOfAmerica. org

dNLIND
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JOIN US

Sunday. March 6. 2022

10225 §. Harlem Ave., Chicago Ridge, IL
Entry 11:30 a.m. - Luncheon 12:30 p.m.

For tickets contact Liz or Walter Dynowski at (708) 532-1541
or adultculturegroup@gmail.com

Ohio Fraternal Alliance
2022 Scholarship Program

The Ohio Fraternal Alliance annually awards a college scholarship up to

$500 to a graduating high school senior.

Scholarship applications may be obtained from any Ohio Fraternal Alli-

ance member fraternal home office or contact Michael Czarney at 440-420-
0995 or mczarney@hotmail.com

Scholarship Applicant Requirements:

1.

N

Applicant must be an Ohio resident. They must be a current youth policy
member of a fraternal society, or included in a family member policy that
does not have youth policies belonging to the Ohio Fraternal Alliance.

. Applicant must be a 2022 high school graduate.
. Applicant must submit a minimum 150-word essay entitled: How I'm

personally involved in my fraternal society & its future.

. Applicant must submit a list of the following activities: Church-related

activities, local community and volunteer activities, school activities/clubs.

. Applicant must submit a letter of recommendation from a local Fraternal

Society officer.

. Essay, all activities and letter will be judged. Completed application must

be dated and submitted by April 1, 2022 and mailed to:
OFA Scholarship Committee
Attn. Michael Czarney
1208 Meadowbrook Ct.,
Ambherst, OH 44001

THANK YOU TO GENEROUS BENEFACTORS

opportunity to thank Cass Wegzyn
and Sally Klamerus for their gener-
ous

St. Stan's would like to take this ~ Grant/Scholarship Program. We can't
forget Stan Solak for being the first to
donate to the program.

the

donations to Tuition

PRCUA #1628 Sacred Heart of Jesus Society
Presents

The 4th Annual

POLKA BENEFIT DANCE

Proceeds Benefit The American Heart Association

Featuring Music by

(8 Gomullka
Chicago Push

John Gora
& Gorale
Admission: $20

Saturday, April 30, R022

Doors open at 5:00 p.m.
Music from 6:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m.

Share the Wealth Raffles
Polish Kitchen Cash Bar No B.Y.0.B.
For Additional Information Contact:

POLISH HERITAGE NIGH

Come out 1o celebrate Polish Heritage Night at Little Caesars Arena as the Detreit Pistons take on the
LA Clippers! Arrive early for a special Polish Heritage pre-game performance! With the purchase of
ticket through this link you receive an exclusive Polish Heritage Pistens T-Shirt that you can redeem at
the Pistons game, Please place orders quickly because spots are limited!

. gl §

&) ,, Wpps

~ SUNDAY, MARCH 13" | 3:00PM

EXCLUSIVE TICKET PRICING

LOWER LEVEL ENDZONE: $60 ($75 value)
UPPER LEVEL ENDZONE: $26 ($39 value)

ALL TICKET PACKAGES INCLUDE: H[HIFAE[ HmHTE %

*  Polish Heritage Pistons T-shirt for each ticket purchased — redeem at Pistons Game
e Post Game Free Throw Shot on the Pistons Court for all purchasers

TO GET YOURTICKETS, VISIT:
https:

fevo.me/polishcelebration
DEADLINE: THURSDAY, MARCH 10t |

For ticket questions, please contact:
BRAMDOMN GOEBEL | 313.771.7464 | BGOEBEL@PISTOMS.COM
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1. Fillin the rows using the words below (use letters already shown as 2. Find the correct shadow.
clues). Letters in the colored column will spell the solution.

A B c D
ol [ [ L[ =l [ [ [1]]
HEEN
[v[ [ [+ ‘
[ [of |
| | b
HEEEE e . o ’ -
s
T N
L[ w] ] A
L
| V]
L [r
L || v] 4. Color the picture of St. Joseph.
B
]
HOEN
BATTLE GENERAL MARCH WOUNDED
CONFEDERATION  HERO POLISH WASHINGTON
CAVALRY LITHUANIAN ~ REVOLUTION
COMMONWEALTH  LIBERTY SOLDIER
FRANKLIN MILITARY SAVANNAH

3. Which nets will the butterflies go to? Add or subtract dots on their
wings to find out.
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« PRCUA NATIONAL
BASKETBALL TOUR

March 18-19, 2022 New

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION - Game Times

¢ Opening ceremony on March 19 at 9 am

e Games begin after opening ceremony

e More details provided once the number of teams is determined
Divisions

e Women’s 3x3

e Men’s Open

e Men’s Over 50 (3x3)

SPORTS VENUE - Huron High School
32044 Huron River Dr., New Boston, Ml

HOSPITALITY - PRCU #162 Hall
1430 Oak Street, Wyandotte, Ml
Friday, March 18
¢ Hospitality hosted from 7-9 pm
e Lounge open 5 pm-2am
¢ Includes light food and complimentary draft beer and wine

LODGING - Holiday Inn Express
13333 Heritage Center, Southgate, Ml
(734) 324-5800
e PRCUA rate: $115 plus taxes per night (1 King or Double)
¢ Rate includes breakfast
e Group name National PRCU Basketball Tournament; Group code NBT
¢ Reservations must be made by March 4

AWARDS CEREMONY - PRCU #162 Hall, Wyandotte

Saturday, March 19

Polish Dinner Buffet (complimentary for basketball players; $15 per guest)
e 6:30-11 pm

Dinner served at 7 pm

Awards ceremony after dinner

Entertainment TBD

Cash bar

CELEBRATION OF MASS

Our Lady of Scapular Parish

976 Pope John Paul Il Avenue

Wyandotte, Ml

Saturday, 5 pm; Sunday, 9 am (Polish), 11 am

ENTRIES

Entry forms, waivers of liability and payments can
be submitted electronically or via USPS

Deadline: Friday, March 4

TOURNAMENT HOST
Sacred Heart of Jesus Society #162
Stan Pasko, President

Additional information available online at www.PRCUA.org

Sponsored by the Fraternal Department of the
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

Conrad Wiecek, Fraternal Department Coordinator
Micheline Jaminski, Vice President

83RD PRCUA NATIONAL
BOWLING TOURNAMENT

APRIL 22-24, 2022
ALLEN PARK. MI
HOSTED BY FRCUA SOCIETY 4162

SPORTS VENUE - Thunderbowl Lanes
4200 Allen Road, Allen Park, Ml
(313) 928-4688

LODGING - Comfort Suites

18950 Northline Road, Southgate, Ml

(734) 287-9200
e PRCUA rate: $109 plus taxes per night (1 King or Double)
¢ Rate includes breakfast buffet
¢ Use code PRCU Bowling when making reservation

HOSPITALITY - PRCU #162 Hall
1430 Oak Street, Wyandotte, Ml
Thursday, April 21 & Friday, April 22
¢ Hospitality hosted from 6:30-9 pm
e Lounge opens at 3 pm on Friday
¢ Includes light food/snacks and complimentary draft beer and wine

AWARDS CEREMONY - PRCU #162 Hall, Wyandotte
Saturday, April 23
Polish Dinner Buffet (complimentary for bowlers; $S15 per guest)

e Doors open at 6:15 pm; dinner served at 7 pm

e Awards at approximately 9 pm; music and dancing until 11 pm

CELEBRATION OF MASS

Details on Mass offerings provided at hotel check-in

TOURNAMENT INFORMATION
Squad Times (one squad per day)
¢ Doubles/Singles - Friday, April 22 at 11 am
e Team Event - Saturday, April 23 at 11 am
(Opening ceremony will be at 11 am)
¢ Doubles/Singles - Sunday, April 24 at 9 am

To secure your entry (and preferred squad day for doubles/singles event),
send in your completed entry form (along with the appropriate entry fees)
by the deadline. Please be sure to fill in all information on your entry form,
including average information. The deadline for submitting entries is Friday,
March 25.

A secured room for overnight bowling ball storage will be available. There is
a tournament office located at the bowling alley; details will be provided at
the facility upon arrival.

The host society will offer jackpots and other raffles as follows:
e 50/50 raffle and Share the Wealth each game, each day
e Jackpots for men and women

In addition to bowling activities, our friends at PRCUA Society #162 have
been busy planning a fun and exciting event for us all!

TOURNAMENT HOSTS
Sacred Heart of Jesus Society #162
Stan Pasko, President

Valerie Brumm, Bowling Coordinator

Additional information available online at www.PRCUA.org
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Walking with the Lord

this Lent

On March 2nd, we began the Holy Season of Lent.
Once again, we are called upon to walk with the Lord
in this yearly retreat and to prepare our hearts for the
greatest Liturgical Season of the year, the Sacred Tri-
duum. In Polish, lent it is called Wielki Post which is translated as the “Great
Fast”. Lent runs from Ash Wednesday until the beginning of the Mass of the
Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday. As the Mass of the Lord’s Supper begins,
we enter into the Sacred Triduum, the Passion, death and resurrection of the
Lord.

In order to make this Lent more meaningful, it might be helpful to review
the three disciplines of Lent: prayer, rasting and almsgiving. Prayer deepens
our relationship with the Lord. Fasting helps us to focus our attention away
from our own wants and desires. Almsgiving reminds us that others are in
need and as followers of Christ; we are to show them His love and compas-
sion by giving some of the blessing that we have received.

These three disciplines enable us to keep Lent in focus throughout the
forty days. It also helps us to see Lent a season of spiritual growth and not a
season of restriction, which can hamper our growth spiritually. Practicing
all three disciplines during Lent helps us get not caught in the trap of think-
ing about fasting only. Too many times we seem to be focused in on the
“what can I give up” frenzy that often takes center stage during Lent. While
fasting or abstaining from something we really like during Lent can be very
helpful in our growth in holiness, prayer and giving alms, which includes
giving of ourselves can be equally or even more important for our spiritual
growth. Sometimes prayer and almsgiving can be harder for us than any-
thing we may have chosen to give up. I hope you might consider these two
as well.

Here are some practical examples for putting into practice these dis-
ciplines. In the area of prayer, consider praying the Stations of the Cross at
your parish or at home or attending a daily Mass or Lenten devotions such
as Gorzkie Zale (Bitter Lamentations). In the area of fasting, abstain from
snacking between meals during the entire season of Lent or if that is too
daunting, why not abstain from your favorite beverage during Lent. In the
area of almsgiving, write a check to your favorite charity, especially if that
charity serves the Poor or volunteer some of your time to a local food kitchen
or shelter.

The Church offers us these three disciplines in her wisdom and concern
for our spiritual growth. I am inclined to think at these three disciplines work
together in harmony to help us on not only our Lenten journey but also our
journey toward genuine holiness, the goal of all who follow Christ!

Praying that this Lent 2022, is a time of renewal and spiritual growth for
all of us! A blessed and meaningful Lent to all!

By Rev. Canon
Walter J. Ptak
National Chaplain,
PRCUA

POLAND: MORE THAN YOU

EXPECTED

Despite the bleakness of a cold
Chicago winter, the grounds of the
Polish Roman Catholic Union of
America are blooming with color.
Located all along the wrought iron
fence surrounding the building, an
exhibit of sixteen extra large-format
photographs showing unique and
beautiful sites in Poland has been on
display since February 15th.

The exhibit was prepared by the
Polish Tourism Organization (POT)
in cooperation with Chicago-based
company Ingressus under the aus-
pices of the Polish National Tourist
Office in New York, which, under the
direction of Magdalena Zelazowska,
manages the activities of the Polish
Tourist Organization in the United
States.

The exhibition is part of a cam-
paign titled Poland. More Than You
Expected. (Polska. Wiecej niz ocze-
kujesz) in 14 foreign markets: Spain,
Italy, Great Britain, France, Ger-
many, Austria, Belgium, the Nether-
lands, Sweden, Denmark, Norway,
Finland, the Czech Republic and also
in the USA (New York, New Jersey,
Mlinois, Florida, and California).
Panels promoting the tourist benefits
of Poland are being placed at these
spots around the world that have a
deep-rooted connection to the Polish
community. Their aim is to promote
tourism in Poland by stunning vis-
itors with the abundance and variety
of attractions that, at first glance,

might not be associated with Poland.
Introducing the landscape and histo-
ric sites of Poland to the Polish-
American community shows Poland
as an exciting potential tourist loca-
tion. The Polish Tourist Organization
wants to show that the country
boasts world-class attractions and
that Poland is a destination waiting
to be discovered.

Those interested in touring
urban centers will find plenty to in-
terest them, but so will lovers of na-
ture, recreation or cultural tourism.
Among the highlights featured in the
exhibit are the centuries-old Benedic-
tine abbey in Tyniec, standing
shrouded in clouds on a cliff over-
looking the Wista River; the pictur-
esque Ksigz Castle nestled in an
autumnal landscape; the stunning
Morskie Oko mountain lake; the Du-
najec River Gorge in the mountains
of southern Poland; the fairytale cas-
tle and park complex in Moszna; and
many others.

The exhibit is located on the
premises of the PRCUA and the Pol-
ish Museum of America along Au-
gusta Avenue near the intersection
Milwaukee Avenue, very close to
downtown Chicago. If you are plan-
ning a trip to the Home Office or to
the Polish Museum, we encourage
you to visit this beautiful exhibit! It
will be in Chicago at least until late
spring, so there will undoubtedly be
plenty of opportunities to view it.

POLISH NEWS BYTES

Robert Strybel,
Warsaw Correspondent

UNESCO adds Polish floral-carpet ritual to her-
itage list - The Polish tradition of creating tempo-

rary floral carpets over which Corpus Christi pro-
cessions are to pass has been added to UNESCO'’s
Representative List of Mankind’s Intangible Cul-
tural Heritage. The floral carpets are laboriously
created in often elaborate geometric patterns only
to be obliterated after the procession passes over
them. The decision was made by UNESCO’s Inter-
governmental Committee in charge of safeguard-

ing intangible cultural assets at its 16th session in
Paris, Poland's PAP news agency reported.
UNESCO stands for United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization,
Christi (Boze Ciato) is a national holiday in Poland
marked by Eucharistic processions at every Cath-
olic parish throughout the land. This year it falls
on June 16th.

Corpus

-
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PRCUA GWIAZDA DANCERS’
LATEST HAPPENINGS

By Nicholas J. Nowakowski
Gwiazda Secretary & 1997 Alumnus

Well it’s March and we’re com-
ing in like lions, but hopefully not
out like lambs. It's been another busy
month with the PRCUA Gwiazda
Dancers.

We were very excited to hear
that Tom Osentoski, long-time
PRCUA member and father of Gwi-
azda alumna Marianna Osentoski
was featured on the 2022 calendar for
the XXII Migdzynarodowe Spotkania
Kolednikéw-Dudiarzy. Tom has
spent years studying the various
bagpipe varieties in Poland. He has
traveled and played throughout the
United States and internationally, in-
cluding playing for the President of
Poland on several occasions. Con-
gratulations, Tom!

On Saturday, February 5, the
Gwiazda Dancers held their annual
Fowling fundraiser at the Fowling
Warehouse in Hamtramck, MI. Often
imitated but never duplicated, fowl-
ing is sport which combines football

and bowling. Both the sport and the
Fowling Warehouse have been fea-
tured in local and national medjia in-
cluding the Detroit newspapers, the
Wall Street Journal, and Time Maga-
zine. This year’s event was the first
in a few years because of the COVID
pandemic. In addition to fowling, the
event featured many prize raffle bas-
kets as well as a 50/50 raffle. This is
one of Gwiazda’s bigger fundraisers
during the year. Thanks to everyone
who came out and enjoyed the even-
ing.
On Monday, February 14, in ad-
dition to their regular practice in
Hamtramck, the Gwiazda Dancers
celebrated Valentine’s Day with post-
practice treats.

The Gwiazda Dancers continue
to busily prepare for their annual
spring recital in March. They also
have several performances and ap-
pearances on the horizon. The Gwi-
azda Dancers are on social media.
You can like them on Facebook or
follow them on Twitter
(@PRCUA_Gwiazda).

N sg0py, /{g:/ pasiorse
- AUAZIATE .

XXl MIEPZYNARODOWE SPOTKANIA
KOLEDNIKOW-DUDZIARZY

22nd [nternational Meeting of Pipers-Carollers
POEAJEWO — WIELKOFOLSKA, 15-16.01.2022

Gwiazda’s fowling fundraiser

Go paperress!  Save THE praNeT!

Go GREEN!

Subscribe to the digital NARGD POLSKI
and get PRCUA news conveniently
delivered to your inbox every month!

Contact marketing@prcua.org
with your request (email address required)
and get your subscription in a
SAFE, FREE & GREEN way!

The calendar featuring Tom Osentoski - Tom is the dudziarz (piper) in the top left



ZAJACZEK DANCE
ENSEMBLE NEWS

By Barb Ozog, Secretary
Zajaczek Dance Ensemble

Excitement was in the air on Saturday, Feb-
ruary 5th at the American Polish Century Club in
Sterling Heights, MI, as last-minute preparations
were being made for our annual Polska Zabawa
fundraiser supporting Zajaczek Dance Ensemble.

When the doors opened at 6 p.m., guests en-
tered into a beautifully decorated room. Each
guest printed their name on a piece of paper to be
entered into the door prize at the end of the night.
The theme of the Polska Zabawa was Wear Your
Polish Best and Cowboy. Our judges were chosen
from the door prize bucket and did not disappoint
in picking the winners! The tables were decorated
with cowboy hats for each guest and the center-
pieces were pitchers with kool-aid and cups in-
side. These were raffled off at the end of the night.

There were tables filled with raffle baskets,
just waiting for someone to win them. Also sold
were Share the Wealth tickets and beads for the Bead

Winners of the horse race

Dance. One of the hottest games that sold out
within the first 30 minutes was the Wall of Chance,
made up of envelopes, each one a winner of some
kind. There was a cornhole tournament, a balloon
game, and (new this year) a horse race you could
bet on. The “jockeys” were chosen from the door
prize bucket. Each person chose a horse and could
decorate as they liked from the selfie picture sta-
tion. Bets were taken and cheers were given with
every roll of the dice. There were prizes for 1st,
2nd, and 3rd place. It was a big hit, and certain to

be brought back next year.

DJ Tommy Lisiecki provided the music for the
evening, playing a variety of music. Polish street
food was enjoyed by all the guests, with cookies
offered for dessert. Memories were made and
many left with some great prizes. Thank you to ev-
eryone who participated in this fundraiser. Your
support is greatly appreciated!

Jockeys ready to start the horse race

JOHN F. CWIAK =

John F. Cwiak, 64,
passed away on Wednes-
day, February 9, 2022,
after losing a battle with
cancer.

John was the beloved
husband of 39 years to
Barbara (née Robaczew-
ski); devoted dad of
George; loving brother of _
Aloysius (Jan), Daniel £
(Maxine), Mary Jane Robles, Joseph (Lisa), and the
late Ronald; cherished brother-in-law of Michael
(Patricia) Robaczewski and James (Elaine) Roba-
czewski; dear uncle and friend to many.

Mass of Christian burial was held on Monday,
February 14, at St. Emily Church in Mount Pro-

spect, IL, followed by interment at All Saints Cem-
etery in Des Plaines, IL.

John was an active member of the PRCUA. He
belonged to Societies #15, #1598 and #1612, at-
tended varoious PRCUA events and participated
in many national sport tournaments. In 1976, John
escorted Barbara Robaczewski at the Cinderella
and Prince Charming Ball. As a teenager, he
worked in the PRCUA printshop. John’s mother
was also an employee at the PRCUA Home Office.

John attended several of the PRCUA National
Quadrennial Conventions, where he was a dele-
gate and served as a member (1990) and a chair-
man of the Credential Committee (1994, 1998) and
a chairman of the Budget and Grievance Commit-
tee (2006).

May he rest in eternal peace.

PRCUA extends its deepest condolences to the
family. Please remember John and his family in
your prayers.

The LEADERS OF THE POLISH
ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION
OF AMERICA column will be continued
in future editions of the NAROD POLSKI

ANSWERS TO THE PUZZLES ON PG. 13:

1. CASIMIR PULASKI DAY

2. Find the correct shadow: F

3. Which nets will the butterflies go to?: A-9; B-7; C-10;
D-8; E-3; F-1; G-6
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A CENTENARIAN MILESTONE

On February 3, 2022, Regina 1.
Filipczak celebrated her 100th birth-
day. In honor of this event of the cen-
tury, all the family was invited to
celebrate "100 Years Loved", a roar-
ing party. Regina even asked her son
to dance a polka with her!

Regina was born Regina I
Jesiolowska to Jézef and Aniela
Jesiotowski in the Philadelphia
neighborhood of Port Richmond.
She was the 3rd of 5 children and the
first daughter, so she was the apple
of her tata's eye. Regina grew up ex-
periencing the Great Depression.
This helped to form the strong and
tenacious woman she still is today.
She proudly states she was a real
"Rosie the Riveter", and was the cre-
ator of a staff newsletter at the time.

Regina first met the love of her
life, Theodore (Ted) W. Filipczak
from Milnor St., as a pen pal during
WWIL Their love grew and blos-

somed, and they were married in
1946. It is hard to describe Regina
without including "Ted". Their love
lasted 70 amazing years together and
they shared everything in life. They
lived in Bridesburg (Philadelphia)
and raised 5 children, seeing them
educated, falling in love themselves
and starting their own families. In
1961, they opened a variety store on
Richmond St. named R’ Place Varie-
ties. They sold all the things you
would need from a 1960s neighbor-
hood store: milk, ice cream, soda,
toiletries, models, crafts, toys, greet-
ing cards, and later some jewelry and
religious items. It was the place to go
to for the high school class ribbons
which everyone wore during class
week. Regina was the creative mind
behind it all, recognizing business
needs and trends and involving the
children in getting it all done. It was
truly a family-run business, and be-
cause all the children pitched in and

helped to take care of the customers,
they all received a business educa-
tion that benefited each of them.
Today, Regina is surrounded by
her 5 children and their spouses:
Monica Welch (Kent), Andrea Staley
(Curt), Caryn Sucharski (Davidt),
Norman (Patti Tokarski), and Lisa.
The loving family has now grown
with 9 grandchildren and 6 great-
grandchildren. But her story doesn't
stop there. She is in the process of

writing her memoirs. She wants her
children, and especially the younger
grandchildren and great-grandchil-
dren to know what it was like to live
back in those times. This is "Sto Lat"
worth celebrating and remembering.

Regina Filipczak is a member of
PRCUA Society #2015 in Pennsylva-
nia.

We wish Mrs. Filipczak good
health, happiness and many bless-
ings. Happy Birthday!

DEARLY DEPARTED
PRCUA BROTHERS AND SISTERS

Member Society State
Andrzejczyk, Henry S. 597 CT
Atwood, William 1598 MO
Barczak, Stella 2009 PA
Berner, Paul T. 36 OH
Bivins, Ruthie M. 701 CA
Blaszak, James E. 1031 IN
Bohnak, Marion 1004 IL
Bonin, Rita 413 Wi
Borokowski, Daniel 2308 Wi
Delinski, Elaine 850 MI
Dobosz, Stanley 413 IN
Garbacz, Bernice 880 IL
Giec, Helen 943 IL
Jung, Jean 1486 FL
Kacki, Malgorzata 2220 OH
Kaczynska, Mary 385 NY
Kosinski, James A. 1493 MI
Kotche, Ethel Rose 1457 IL
Krusiec, Verna H. 1206 Wi
Kubera, Michael A. 868 NY
Lesnicki, Richard 1605 IL
Louis, Minnie 1492 FL
Moore-Butler, Lizzie 1492 NC
Olson, John 9002 MI
Orawiec, Veronica 295 PA
Piotrowski, John M. 1584 OH
Pluta, Theresa R. 385 NY
Povalish, Clara 1000 IL
Pruchnicki, William 463 CT
Rafferty, Richard 78 MI
Razo, Santos 701 CA
Reimond, Robert 237 PA

Member Society State
Rutkowski, Jude M. 1593 MI
Sacka, Walter 162 MI
Sams, Patricia 1492 GA
Schultz, Evelyn 2148 OH
Schultz, Thomas 795 IL
Siuta, Elzbieta 1597 IL
Smolinski, Lillian 337 IN
Sparks, Carole 1000 IL
Sprumont, Robert 224 PA
Stopka, Thaddeus 463 CT
Stuesser, Antoinette 1416 Wi
Szulim, Jozef 893 MN
Szyler, Julia 1000 IL
Szyszko, Jane E. 2012 PA
Tarnowski, Virginia 1593 MI
Tejchman, Irene M. 237 PA
Thomas, Edward b. 227 OH
Tjalma, Gertruda 849 NV
Tomson, John J. 2022 PA

Toth, Cecylia 20 NJ
Turala, Louis L. 844 AR
Urban, Vincent A. 1004 IL

Ust, Josephine 20 NJ

Viner, Andrew 1593 MI
Virtanan, Florence 800 FL
Wagner, Joseph C. 977 OH
Walchesky, Stella 479 PA

Walerysiak, Walter 531 PA

Widacki, Gertrude A. 435 X
Wozniak, Marilyn 1598 IL
Wrobel, Jeffrey A. 1606 IL
Zagata, Judd T. 265 NJ

May they rest in eternal peace.

Submit your news and photos to: lidia-kowalewicz@prcua.org and
we will publish them in the Nardd Polski.




SKORZYSTAJ — v TAROB WIECE!

| v’ OBNIZ TWOJ PODATEK DOCHODOWY
TERAZ:
- v’ ZASIL PLAN EMERYTALNY

PRCUA \=/ v/ DOLtACIZ DO PRCUALLfe

ANNUITY SERIES otwierajgc konto emerytaine w NOWEJ serii
- lub dokonujgc transferu istniejgcego konta*

_ OFERTA PRZEDtUZONA

ELITEY [8 LAT] STAR+[5LAT] EDGE+[3LATA] 1 ROK GWARANTOWANY

MIN. GWARANTOWANE 2.00%
3 75 3 0 2 5 WYMAGANE MIN. WPLATY
APY ® APY APY $500

“Wiece] informacii: (800) 772-8632 | PRCUA.ORG

I A A

v Minimalna suma ubezpieczenia: $5,000+

v Splata ubezpieczenia do 70. roku zycia
v Wiek: 0-65 lat
v Wzrost wartosci gotowkowej
& v Moiliwos¢ dywidend*®

.-" ‘J’ Gwarantowana wysokos¢ splat
- I/ Pokrycie do konca zycia**
v Wyplata dla beneficjentow bez podatku
" Emerytura wolna od finansowych zobowigzan

*Drywiclendy niegworaniowans. **Po sploceniu nofeinoici

-

K Przyktadowe sktadki dla kobiet Przyktadowe sktadki dla mezczyzn

Wiek $5,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000 Wiek 55,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000 :

25 5103.30 5156.60 530%.75 $556.00 25 5108.40 51467.20 5335.50 5606.50 :,:'

35 $127.50 $205.00 5428.00 5784.50 35 5135.35 5220.70 5444.00 $841.00 £

" 45 $171.75 $293.50 5643.50 $1,206.50 45 5183.60 $317.20 5701.25 $1,319.00 E

: 55  $277.10 $504.20  51,157.25  $2,207.50 55  5296.80 $543.60  $1,253.25  $2,395.00 .

&5 S791.15 51,532,320 53.663.25 57.091.00 65 5848.35 51,646.70 $53.942.00 57.634.50 il
Szczsgéfy ﬂ'FE-I"fH W DZHJIIE Sprzedazy PRCUA: Rocana Stawka standardowa dia niepalgcych. Kakda aplikacia podiego procetowl wanyfikad _|

Michat Dziadkowiec Koordynator Dziatu Sprzedaty [??3] 782-2642 | Marge Grzeszczuk Rep. Dziatu Sprzedaiy {??3) 782-2644
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UBEZPIECZENIA
BEZ TAJEMNIC

Robert Sobczak
Specjalista ds. ubezpieczen

Zapisy i ustugi Medicare w czasach
koronawirusa COVID-19

W  czasach, gdy pandemia
COVID-19 dezorganizuje nasze zycie
utrudniajac dostep do urzeddéw,
sklepow, aptek, szkol i restauracji
stresujacymi stajg sie wydawatoby
sie proste sytuacje takie jak na
przyktad wypelnienie formalnosci
zwiazanych z wejSciem w federalny
program opieki medycznej Medi-
care.

W stanie Illinois wszystkie biura
Social Security Administration oraz
wiekszo$¢ biur Departmentu of
Health and Human Services jest
zamknieta dla petentéw. Nadal
obowiazuja kwarantanny i dystans
spoteczny.

Na zakazenie wirusem jesteSmy
narazeni wszyscy, ale osoby o obni-
zonej odpornosci i osoby starsze sa
najbardziej zagrozone powaznymi
komplikacjami i moga wymagac
hospitalizacji. Leczenie moze by¢
diugotrwate, bolesne i kosztowne.
Jak dziata i co pokrywa w takim
przypadku ubezpieczenie Medicare?

Jak Medicare pokrywa testy na ko-
ronawirusa i leczenie COVID-19?
Medicare wydatlo wytyczne

odnosnie pokrycia testéw, badan
diagnostycznych i leczenia COVID-
19. Wedtug nich pokrycia Medicare
sg nastepujace:

® Oryginalne Medicare pokrywa
testy laboratoryjne na koronawi-
rusa; pacjent nie powinien pono-
si¢ dodatkowych kosztéw za nie.
Niestety Medicare nie pokrywa
kosztow testéw zakupionych
w sklepie (mozna je pobrac za
darmo w osrodkach zdrowia lub
u lakarza);
Oryginalne Medicare pokrywa
medycznie uzasadniony pobyt
w szpitalu. Pokryty jest rowniez
koszt kwarantanny w szpitalu,
jezeli pacjent jest zdiagnozowany
z koronawirusem i w normal-
nych okolicznosciach bytby wy-
pisany ze szpitala;
Koszty szczepionki zatwier-
dzone przez FDA (Food and
Drug Administration) beda po-
kryte przez czes¢ D Medicare -

plan znizkowy na leki na recepte
(PDP);

® Oryginalne Medicare pokrywa
rowniez koszty teleserwisow
(wirtualnych wizyt lekarskich
przez telefon, tablet lub kom-
puter);

* Osoby posiadajace cze$¢ C Medi-
care, czyli plany typu Medicare
Advantage, majq dostep do tych
samych benefitéw. Test na koro-
nawirusa powinien by¢ pokryty
w catosci. Wiele z tych planéw
rowniez oferuje takze teleser-
wisy, czyli wirtualne konsultacje
lekarskie.

Medicare ostrzega przed fala oszus-
tow, ktorzy wykorzystuja pandemie
koronawirusa. Dlatego, zaleca za-
chowanie szczegdlnej ostroznosci
przy podawaniu danych osobistych.

Kto sie kwalifikuje i co pokrywa
Medicare?

Medicare jest programem ubez-
pieczeniowym na zdrowie dedyko-
wanym osobom z uregulowanym
statusem emigracyjnym, spetniaja-
cych okreslone warunki historii za-
wodowej oraz osobom, ktore:

e Ukonczyly 65 lat lub wiecej;

* Ponizej 65 roku zycia Medicare
przystuguje osobom przeby-
wajacym na rencie inwalidzkiej
(disability) przez okres co naj-
mniej 24 miesiecy;

* Osobom w koncowym stadium
choroby nerek (ESRD);

* Osobom ze stwardnieniem zani-
kowym bocznym (ALS).

Jak sie zapisa¢ na Medicare w sytu-
acji, kiedy urzedy sq zamkniete?

Inaczej zapisujq sie osoby, ktore
sa nowe w systemie Medicare,
a inaczej osoby, ktdre juz posiadaja
czes$¢ A Medicare. Ponizej przedsta-
wiamy obydwie metody.

Osoby bez Czesci A

Osoby, ktére w tym roku koncza
65 lat i nie posiadaja ubezpieczenia
W pracy powinny zapisa¢ si¢ na
cze$¢ A i B Medicare. Najprostsza
metoda byto udanie sie do jednego
z lokalnych biur Medicare wraz
z oryginalem dokumentéw po-
twierdzajacych Panstwa status emi-
gracyjny, np.:

- amerykanskie obywatelstwo -
certyfikat naturalizagcji lub pasz-
port USA;

- legalny rezydent, czyli zielona
karta i polskie $wiadectwo uro-

dzenia wraz z notarialnym
poswiadczeniem.

Niestety w zwiazku z panujaca
epidemia, wszystkie urzedy Social
Security Administration sa za-
mkniete dla petentéw. Dlatego ra-
dzimy zalatwia¢ sprawy zwiazane
z Medicare co najmniej na 3 mie-
siace przed 65-tymi urodzinami.

Co mozemy to zrobic¢?

* Dzwoni¢ do gtéwnego biura So-
cial Security: (800) 772-1213 -
czas oczekiwania moze dojs$¢
nawet do kilku godzin;

* Dzwoni¢ do lokalnego biura So-
cial Security Administration;

* Samodzielnie zarejestrowac sie
i wypetni¢ aplikacje na stronie
www.ssa.gov. W takim przypad-
ku, biuro Social Security Admi-
nistration powiadomi Was jakie
formalnosci potrzebne sg do za-
koniczenia rejestracji;

e Skontaktowa¢ sie z biurem
Medicare po polsku (844) 654
5185. Bezplatnie pomozemy
w wypelnieniu aplikacji na stro-
nie rzadowej, poinformujemy
o wszystkich formalnosciach,
ktére beda wymagane do zakon-
czenia rejestracji i dostarczymy
Panstwu  kopie  wszystkich
wypetnionych aplikagji.

Aplikacja tylko o Czes¢ B
Osoby posiadajace tylko Medi-
care cze$¢ A i ubezpieczenie w pracy,
maja 8 miesiecy od jego zakonczenia
o wystapienie o cze$¢ B Medicare.
Niestety im dluzej zwlekamy

z zapisem, tym pozniej otrzymamy
ubezpieczenie. Tym z Panistwa, kto-
rym zalezy na ptynnym przejsciu ze
$wiadczen ubezpieczenia grupowe-
go na Oryginalne Medicare zalecamy
zapisanie sie na czes¢ B Medicare,
zanim si¢ skonczy ubezpieczenie
w pracy. Pamietajmy, ze czas na
wykupienie czesci D Medicare, czyli
planu na leki na recepte lub planu
typu Medicare Adventage, czyli
czesci C Medicare, zawierajacego
plan na leki na recepte, mamy tylko
60 dni od zakonczenia ubezpieczenia
Z pracy.

Aby stara¢ o czes¢ B nalezy
wypetni¢ formy CMS-40B i CMS-
L564. Obie formy mozecie Panstwo
znalez¢ na stronie www.ssa.gov lub
skontaktowac sie z biurem Medicare
po polsku.

Forme CMS-40B i sekcje A formy
CMS-L564 wypetniamy sami, nato-
miast Sekcje B formy CMS-L564
uzupetnia pracodawca lub osoba
odpowiedzialna za ubezpieczenie
z pracy.

Po podpisaniu obu form moga
Panstwo je dostarczy¢ do lokalnego
biura Social Security Administration.
Wiegkszo$¢ z nich posiada specjalne
skrzynki korespondencyjne. Mozecie
rowniez skontaktowac sie z Medi-
care po polsku (844) 654 5185,
dostarczy¢ tam (emailem, faxem lub
poczta) podpisane formy i kopie do-
kumentéw tozsamosci, a my zajmie-
my sie dostarczeniem ich bezpo-
$rednio do urzednikow Social Secu-
rity Administration zajmujacych sie
reaktywacja czesci B Medicare.

Szukasz pomocy finansowej na studia?
Zt6z podanie o stypendium w PRCUA!

Czy wiesz, 2ze PRCUA oferuje
stypendia w ramach
korzysci czlonkowskich?

Aplikacie na rok szkolny
2022-2023 juz teraz sq
dostepne na naszej wilrynie

Dodatkowe informacie
na temat stypendiow:
PRCUA.org/scholarships
lub 773-782-2630




INFORMACJE O STYPENDIACH
PRCUA NA ROK AKADEMICKI

2022-2023

Warunki ekonomiczne w USA
i na $wiecie oraz wzrastajaca konku-
rencja na rynku pracy czynia zdoby-
cie dyplomu ukonczenia wyzszej
uczelni warunkiem niezbednym do
znalezienia zatrudnienia. Jednocze-
$nie koszty edukacji stanowia dla
studentow i ich rodzin powazna
bariere, a ponoszenie ich trudne
wyzwanie. Zjednoczenie Polskie
Rzymsko-Katolickie w Ameryce wy-
chodzac na przeciw potrzebom fi-
nansowym polsko-amerykanskiej
spotecznosci oferuje stypendia nau-
kowe dla studentéw studiow licen-
gjackich, magisterskich i doktoran-
ckich.

W sezonie stypendialnym 2022-
2023 dostepne beda dwa rodzaje
stypendiow: PRCUA Education
Scholarship dla wszystkich chet-
nych aplikantow oraz PRCUA Fra-
ternal Scholarship dla czlonkow
PRCUA. Studenci moga ubiegac sie
o stypendia kazdego roku nauki, ale
maksymalnie moga je otrzymac trzy
razy w zyciu. Na kazde z oferowa-
nych przez PRCUA stypendiow
mozna skigdac¢ po jednej aplikagji.
Termin skladania podan uptywa
1 czerwca 2022 1.

W ramach programu PRCUA
Education Scholarship w sezonie
stypendialnym 2022-2023 przyznane
zostana stypendia w wysokosci 25
tysiecy dolaréw w kwotach $1000-
$2000. Stypendia te dostepne sa dla
wszystkich chetnych, takze osob
niebedacych cztonkami PRCUA,
spetniajacych wymagane kryteria:

1. Wnioskodawcy musza pomysl-
nie ukonczy¢ pierwszy rok stu-
diow przed uptywem terminu
sktadania wniosku o stypen-
dium. Do aplikacji o stypen-
dium musi by¢ dotaczony ofi-
cjalny odpis ocen lub inny
rownorzedny dokument
z uczelni, do ktérej student
uczeszcza, wystany przez
uczelnie  bezposrednio do
PRCUA poczta lub elektro-
nicznie w terminie do 1 czerwca
2022r.

2. Kwalifikujacy sie wnioskodawcy
to studenci drugiego, trzeciego
lub czwartego roku studiéw li-
cencjackich, magisterskich lub

zawodowych, uczeszczajacy na
studia w pelnym wymiarze
godzin. Pelen wymiar godzin
jest okre$lony wytycznymi
ustanowionymi przed fede-
ralny program pomocy finanso-
wej: minimum 12 godzin kredy-
towych dla studentow studiow
dziennych lub 8 godzin kredy-
towych dla studentéw studiow
wieczorowych. O stypendia
moga sie ubiegac takze studenci
studiujacy w niepelnym wy-
miarze godzin na studiach ma-
gisterskich i doktoranckich.

3. Wnioskodawcy musza miec
skumulowang $rednig ocen
(GPA) 3,0 lub wyzsza w skali 4,0
lub 4,0 lub wyzsza w skali 5,0.

4. Wszyscy wnioskodawcy musza
by¢ obywatelami lub statymi
rezydentami Standw Zjedno-
czonych.

W ramach programu PRCUA Fra-
ternal Scholarship w sezonie stypen-
dialnym 2022-2023 przyznane zosta-
na stypendia w wysokosci 25 tysiecy
dolaréw w kwotach $51.000-$3.000.
Prawo do ubiegania si¢ o stypendia
w ramach programu PRCUA Frater-
nal Scholarship maja wylacznie
cztonkowie PRCUA. Wnioskodawca
musi spelni¢ wszystkie wyzej wy-
mienione warunki plus dodatkowo
by¢ cztonkiem PRCUA przez co
najmniej pie¢ lat, posiada¢ ubezpie-
czenie na zycie w wysoko$ci mini-
mum 5.000 USD oraz optacac¢
terminowo wszystkie skiadki.

Jesli w chwili sktadania wniosku
czlonek nie spelnia minimalnego,
piecioletniego okresu cztonkowstwa
moze réwniez spetnic jedna z dwoch
ponizszych opdji: 3 lata cztonkostwa
i ubezpieczenie na zycie w wyso-
koéci 25.000 USD lub cztery lata
czlonkowstwa i  ubezpieczenie
w wysokosci 15.000 USD. Wniosko-
dawcy musza utrzymac swoje polisy
w mocy i optacac terminowo wszyst-
kie sktadki przez co najmniej pie¢ lat
po otrzymaniu ostatniej wyptaty sty-
pendium.

W obu programach stypendial-
nych, stypendia zostang przyznane
studentom, ktérzy otrzymaja naj-
wyzsza punktacje za napisany esej
w jezyku angielskim na podane te-

maty. Prace ocenianie beda przez
zespot trzech niezaleznych jurorow.

Zachecamy do skorzystania
z oferowanej przez PRCUA pomocy
finansowej na studia. Stypendia nau-
kowe to jedna z wielu korzysci

czlonkowskich oferowanych przez
Zjednoczenie Polskie Rzymsko-Ka-
tolickie w Ameryce.

Wiecej informacji i aplikacja
dostepne na www.prcua.org/schol-
arships

BYC POLAKIEM

Miedzynarodowy Konkurs

X1l edycja 202172022

Mieszkasz poza Polskg

Twoje serce jest w Polsce -

Zapraszamy

dzieci i mlodziez od 6 do 22 lat
oraz nauczycieli polonijnych

+~ Czekamy na prace konkursowe do

A AN

20 marca 2022 r.

oglosimy wyniki 15 czerwca 2022 r.
zapraszamy na Gale 2 sierpnia 2022 r.
planujemy wiele nagréd, jedng z nich
jest wycieczka po Polsce

Regulamin i zasady Konkursu
www.bycpolakiem.pl

b i
POLAKIEM ‘Lia'c  Organizator Konkursu

WIELKOPOSTNE
SPECJALY

RYBA NA PARZE
4 filety z dorsza (ok. 5 uncji kazdy),
mata cebula, zabek czosnku, 2 tyzki
soku z cytryny, 1 tyzka ostrej
musztardy, posiekana natka pie-
truszki, 3 1/2 tyzki masta, sol
Cebule zetrze¢ na tarce, dodad
przecisniety przez praske czosnek,
drobno posiekang natke, musztarde
i sok z cytryny i wymiesza¢. Posma-
rowac pastg filety, luzno je zrolowac
i wlozy¢ do naczynia do gotowania
na parze (gdy woda w naczyniu sie
zagotuje). Przykry¢ i gotowadj okoto

10 minut. Podawa¢ z ryzem lub
ziemniakami.

PLACKI Z KASZA JAGLANA
1/2 filizanki (cup) ugotowanej kaszy
jaglanej, 2 banan, 2 jajka, 1 tyzka cy-
namonu, masta do smazenia, masto
orzechowe lub dzem do podania

Do miski wsypa¢ ugotowana
kasze jaglana. Dodac¢ pokrojone i roz-
gniecione widelcem banany, roztrze-
pane jajka oraz tyzke cynamonu.
Doktadnie wymieszac¢ (jesli masa jest
zbyt gesta, mozna dola¢ troche
wody). Rzgrza¢ masto na patelni,
ktas¢ tyzka po pordji ciasta. Smazy¢
placki, az si¢ zrumienia z obu stron.
Podawa¢ posmarowane mastem or-
zechowym lub dzemem.
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MARZEC

Tey mdr cowa Hma w Elioae,

lo wissenne harce,

Chee bye lutym, albo kwietniem,

byleby nie marcem!

Sniegiem priszy, 2 po Sniggu
desrcrem tnie ukndnie

Cry to wisina? Cry o nmay
Foprostu prredwininie

Chad rdniem kacdym coraz wizeinis)
stoneccko racblyinie,

chot z pod iniegu sie wychyla

najpierwsry preebisnieg,

mMarzec boczy S8 na witsna,

marsec jui mie créka i lodowa kra odplywa
po thudronych reckach

(L Fioowskn)

Minat poprzedni i nadszed? ko-
lejny miesigc, a wraz z nim na hory-
zoncie pojawita sie  wiosna.
Zazdroszcze wszystkim mieszka-
jacym w cieplejszym klimacie,
poniewaz w wigkszos$ci przypadkow
wasza zimowa pogoda jest porowny-
walna z nasza pdzna wiosna.
W kazdym razie bede cieszy¢ sie
storicem, gdy tylko sie do nas
u$miechnie i przyjme deszcz i / lub
$nieg jako pokarm dla Ziemi
i wszystkich jej bfogostawienstw.

W marcu obchodzimy Miesigc
Historii Kobiet, Dzien Putaskiego
(3/4 w Wisconsin i 3/6 w Illinois i In-
dianie), Miedzynarodowy Dzien Ko-
biet (3/8), Dzieri Swietego Patryka
(3/17) i Sw. Jozefa (3/19). Trzeci
miesigc w kalendarzu 2022 roku
przynosi takze: Mardi Gras (3/1);
Srode Popielcowa (3/2); Dzien Uzna-
nia dla Pracownikow (3/4); a takze
46. Pokaz Mody, organizowany
przez Grupe Kulturalng Dorostych
PRCUA (3/6); 5. recital taneczny
zespotu ,Malbork” w Grand Rapids,
MI (3/12), Krajowy Turniej Koszy-
kéwki (organizowany przez To-
warzystwo 162 z Wyandotte, MI),

The Open Door

Otwarte Drzwi
Micheline “Misia” Jaminski

Vice President | wiceprezes
micheline-jaminski@preua.org

wiosenny recital Zespotu Piesni
i Tanca Ludowego ,Zajaczek”,
z Warren”, MI (3/19) oraz recitale
zespotow ,Gwiazda” i ,Halka”
(3/27). Wyglada na to, ze wszystko
powraca do normalnosci. A przy
okaziji g
najlepsze
zyczenia
urodzinowe
dla mojej
wnuczki
Ariany, ktéra
obchodzic¢ |
bedzie szoste
urodziny
(3/4), dla
bytej sekre-
tarz-skarbnik
PRCUA Josephine Szarowicz i jej
corki Joy (3/17), dla Kayli Leonhard
(3/24), mojego szwagra Jacka Jamin-
skiego z okazji 50. urodzin, oraz
serdecznosci dla wszystkich, ktérzy
obchodza w marcu wazne daty
irocznice. STO LAT! Niech Zyja, Zyja
nam!

Luty byt S$wietna okazja, by
obserwowac wydarzenia olimpijskie
i podda¢ sie sportowym emocjom
i dramatom, ktére dziaty sie na are-
nie olimpijskiej w Pekinie, w Chi-
nach. Sportowe sukcesy osiagane
byly niestety w cieniu pozytywnych
lub negatywnych wynikow testow
na obecno$¢ wirusa Covid-19. Jesli
widzowie byli zdezorientowani tym
co sie dzieje, nie moge sobie
wyobrazi¢, co czuli sportowcy,
ktoérzy spedzili lata trenujac. Nerwy
to jedno, a niepewnos$¢ to drugie.
Styszelismy lub czytaliSmy o skar-
gach olimpijczykow, ktérzy zostali
poddani kwarantannie. ,Protesty
przeciwko warunkom izolagji i pro-
tokotom nagromadzily si¢ w Pekinie,
a sportowcy skarzyli sie na jedzenie,
zdrowie psychiczne, testy i mylace
procedury zwigzane z pozwoleniem
na wyjazd”. (Reuters). Cieszytam sie,
ze sposréd wszystkich ogladanych
przeze mnie dyscyplin mogtam
zobaczy¢ skoczka narciarskiego Da-
wida Kubackiego, zdobywajacego
brazowy medal dla Polski.

Ariana

Piszac o Igrzyskach Olimpijskich
2022 roku, wyznaczyly one kierunek
dzialan organizatoréw przyszltych
imprez masowych, podczas gdy
pandemia, cho¢ pozornie si¢ konczy,
weciaz jest z nami. Pytanie brzmi jak
organizatorzy wydarzen takich jak
np. tegoroczny éwiatowy Festiwal
Polonijnych Zespotéw Folklory-
stycznych w Rzeszowie (nazywany
Festiwalem Rzeszowskim) podejda
do kwestii potencjalnych zachoro-
wan w najblizszym gronie uczestni-
kow. Festiwal Rzeszowski odbedzie
sie¢ w polowie lipca, potrwa pie¢ dni,
a liczba bioracych w nim udziat grup
tanecznych i uczestnikdw zostata
okrojona. Wszyscy tancerze (powy-
zej 17 roku zycia) uczestniczacy
w imprezie musza wylegimytmowac
sie tzw. paszportem covidowym
czyli dowodem na przyjecie szcze-
pionki przeciwko wirusowi Covid-
19. Termin przyjmowania aplikacji
do udzialu w festiwalu mija 15
marca. Zycze powodzenia organiza-
torom i wszystkim, ktoérzy zdecyduja
sie¢ na uczestnictwo w tegorocznej
edydji tego pigknego swieta tanica lu-
dowego. Dla zespotu ,Wesoty Lud”
bytby to juz 13 udziat w rzeszows-
kim festiwalu.

Zaktada¢ czy nie zaklada¢ ma-
seczki ochronnej na twarz? Oto jest
pytanie... chwili obecnej. Ostateczna
decyzja lezy w gestii rzadowych
agencji do spraw zdrowia. Jednak
wraz z tagodzonymi restrykcjami
i zdejmowanymi powoli nakazami
noszenia maseczek, decyzja o tym
czy je ostatecznie zaktadac¢ czy nie
cigzy na kazdym indywidualnie. Nie
jest moja intencja, by Was tutaj
przekonywac czy poucza¢, ale chcia-
tabym podzieli¢ sie z Wami pewna
obserwacja dokonana przez dwdjke
nauczycieli. Ich filozofig (niewatpli-
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Tancerze zespotu ,,Polanie” przy szkole im. Sw. Jana Pawta

wie wyznawang przez wielu innych)
jest kontynuacja noszenia masek dla
ochrony uczniéw, ktorych rodzice
z roznych wzgledow podjeli decyzje
o koniecznosci ich zaktadania. Jedna
z tych nauczycielek opowiedziata mi
historie pewnej uczennicy, ktdrej
mama przebyla ostatnio operacje na
otwarym sercu. Dziewyczna wklada
maseczke, by chronic nie tylko siebie,
ale przede wszystkim mame, ktorej
system immunologiczny jest ostabio-
ny. Nikt z nas nie wie kogo jeszcze
chronimy noszac maske. Kierujmy
sie¢ wiec uprzejmoscia i zrozumie-
niem.

Luty byt miesigcem ,,zabaw” od
niemal samego poczatku. W kregach
PRCUA odbyly sie takie dwie — za-
bawa tancerzy zespotu ,Zajaczek”
w Michigan i zabawa w Polskiej
Szkole im. Marii Konopnickiej, w Illi-
nois. W imprezie z ramienia PRCUA
uczestniczyli Dyrekotrzy Krajowi
Dystryktu 8, Elizabeth Dynowski
i Myron Cislo (patrz s. 28 artykut
i zdjecia).

19 lutego Polska Szkota sw. Jana
Pawta II w Lemont, IL urzadzita
rowniez tradycyjna zabawe Mardi
Gras. W jej trakcie z wystepem lu-
dowym zaprezentowat sie zespot
,Polanie Dancers”. Dyrektorem ar-

Szyrzyna i nauczycielki szkoly na zabawie

S 2

z Dyrektorem PRCUA Myronem Cislo i cztonkami kadry nauczycielskiej



Absolwenci szkét w Michigan na balu

tystycznym i choreografem ,Polan”
jest Michael Dziadkowiec, a instruk-
torami tanca sa Dominika Gorni-
kowski, Patricia Szyrzyna i Camilla
Steczek. W zabawie PRCUA repre-
zentowal Dyrektor Dystryktu 8 My-
ron Cislo.

,Wielkim finatem” lutego byt
31. bal Shirley Ann Galanty Michi-
gan State Ball, w Crystal Gardens
Banquet Center w Southgate, w sta-
nie Michigan. Choreografem progra-
mu artystycznego jest Kelly Mali-
nowski, ktora wraz z komitetem
ztozonym z dyrektoréw szkot w Mi-
chigan, przygotowali kolejny ma-
giczny wieczor, podczas ktérego
spetniaty sie marzenia. Gratulacje dla
wszystkich absolwentow, ich rodzi-
cow, dyrektorow szkot i instrukto-
row tanca. Méwi sie, ze ,zdjecie
potrafi zastapic tysiac stow”. Prosze
zobaczcie wigc fotografie z tegorocz-
nego balu, ktéra prezentuje w tym
artykule.

Miniony miesiac  przyniost
rowniez smutne wydarzenia, gdy
rodziny i przyjaciele zegnali swoich

b i
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John Cwiak i Barbara Robaczewska
w drodze na Bal Kopciuszka i Ksiecia
w1976 r.

bliskich. Prawdziwa rodzina PRCUA
Cwiakéw i Robaczewskich, optakuje
odejscie 64-letniego Johna F. Cwiaka,
od 39 lat ukochanego meza Barbary
(z domu Robaczewski); oddanego
taty George'a; brata Mary Jane Ro-
bles (asystentki sekretarza-skarbnika
PRCUA), Aloysiusa, Daniela, Jose-
pha i zmartego Ronalda; ukochanego
szwagra Michata (Patricii) Roba-
czewskich i Jamesa (Elaine) Roba-
czewskich, dla wielu takze wujka,
w tym dla Madii Robles (pracownicy
Dziatu Informatycznego PRCUA).
Barbara i John dzielili mito$¢ do
sportu i tanica Polka, a w 1976 roku
John byl eskorta Barbary na Balu
Kopciuszka i Ksiecia PRCUA. John,
jako nastolatek, pracowat w drukarni
naszego Zjednoczenia. Matka Johna
rowniez pracowata w PRCUA. Kon-
dolencje dla catej rodziny Johna
ijego przyjacidt. Wieczny odpoczynek
racz mu daé, Panie, a Swiatto$¢ wiekuista
niechaj mu Swieci. Niech jego dusza
i dusze wszystkich wiernych zmartych,
dzieki mitosierdziu Bozemu, spoczywajgq
w pokoju. Amen.

Barbara i John Cwiak z synem George’em

Od samego poczatku pandemii
koronawirusa, ktoéra rozpoczeta sie
2020 roku, w PRCUA czesto opiera-
liSmy nasza wiedze o nieznanej
wtedy jeszcze chorobie na me-
dycznym autorytecie profesora
Marka Rudnickiego. Doktor Rud-
nicki to znany w Chicago chirurg, ce-
niona posta¢ polsko-amerykanskiego
srodowiska w naszym miescie,
a takze byty kandydat do Senatu RP.
Przez ponad rok Marek Rudnicki
dzielit sie z nami na tamach ,,Narodu
Polskiego” swoja medyczng wiedza
dotyczaca pandemii. Wspominam
o tym dlatego, ze niestety w lutym
tego roku spotkata go wielka trage-
dia. W niedzielg, 6 lutego, w godzi-
nach porannych, na ulicy w dzielnicy
Chicago Loop wydarzylo sie co$
niewyborazalnego. Syn Marka i Jo-
anny Rudnickich zostat zastrzelony
w trakcie napadu, podczas ktérego
skradziono mu samochod. Jacek
Rudnicki miat 44 lata. Z zawodu byt
konsultantem biznesowym, a z pasji
zapalonym rowerzysta. Msza poze-
gnalna, w trakcie ktorej celebrowano
tragicznie utracone zycie zmartego,
zostata odprawiona 12 lutego w ba-
zylice Sw. Jacka, w pétnocnej czedci
Chicago. Uczestniczyli w niej ro-
dzina i przyjaciele Jacka Rudni-
ckiego, jak rowniez przedstawiciele
wladz polskich, organizacji polo-
nijnych, sSrodowisk medycznych i pa-
cjentow profesora Marka Rudni-
ckiego. W imieniu Zarzadu i czton-
kéw  Zjednoczenia  Polskiego
Rzymsko-Katolickiego w Ameryce
przekazujemy wyrazy najgtebszego
wspolczucia rodzicom zmarlego,
jego siostrze i wszystkim, ktdrzy
znali i kochali Jacka. Niech spoczywa
w pokoju. Serdeczna Matko zréb mu
miejsce zrob. Malenki kqcik u Jezusa
stép.

Dzi§ takze chcialabym Wam
opowiedzie¢ o dwdjce polskich bo-
jownikéw ruchu oporu z czaséw
IT Wojny Swiatowej. Spéjrzcie na ich
zdjecie #7. Ireneusz Rudnicki, lat 100,
weteran Armii Krajowej oraz Da-
nuta, lat 95, pielegniarka w Powsta-
niu Warszawskim. Spotkali sie po
wojnie, na zebraniu katolickiej or-
ganizacji dla mtodych, polskich emi-
grantéw. W marcu tego roku beda
Swietowac 71 lat matzenstwa. Ser-
deczne gratulacje!

Gratulacje takze dla absolwen-
tow zespotu ,Wesoty Lud” Kaliny
i Luka Gorczycow, z okazji narodzin
ich trzeciego potomka. Coéreczka
Oliwia Maria przyszta na swiat 18

b T

Dostojni jubilaci Danuta i Ireneusz Rudniccy

lutego 2022 roku. Rodzenstwo Elli-
ana i Elius, wujek Michat Dziadkow-
iec (koordynator Dziatu Sprzedazy
PRCUA), dziakdowie i prababcia
powitali nowe malenistwo w rodzinie
z otwartymi ramionami.

Na zakonczenie jeszcze jedna re-
fleksja. Natknetam sie ostatnio na
artykut, ktéry przypominat mi, ze
Wielki Post to nie tylko rezygnacja ze
stodyczy. Oto 10 prostych sugestii na
udany Wielki Post, autorstwa Jose-
pha Pronehena z National Catholic
Register. Msza $w. i regularna
spowiedz sg czym$ oczywistym.
Czytaj Biblig; uczestnicz we Mszy
$w. codziennie (lub czesto); idZ na
Adoracje Eucharystyczna; dokoncz
dzieto milosierdzia; odmawiaj
Rézaniec i Koronke do Mitosierdzia
Bozego; sporzadz liste tych, za kto-
rych nalezy sie modli¢; odbadz mini-
pielgrzymbke; zaglebij sie w duchowa
lekture; dokonaj prostych poswie-
cer); modl sie podczas Drogi
Krzyzowej. Niech nadchodzacy
okres Wielkiego Postu bedzie czasem
odnowy duchowe;j.

W momencie oddania mojego
artykutu do druku, swiat stanat
w obliczu agresji Rosji na Ukraine.
Nasze modlitwy kierujemy w in-
tencji pokoju i bezpieczenstwa na-
rodu ukrainskiego. Boze chron
Ukraine i jej mieszkanicow!

PRZYSLOWIA
LUDOWE NA MARZEC

Nie ma w marcu wody, nie ma
w kwietniu trawy.

Gdy marzec mglisty, w lecie czas
dzdzysty.

Jak nie ma $niegu w marcu, deszczu
W maju, to nie ma urodzaju.

Gdy w marcu grzmoty, to w maju
$nieg.
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SZKOLA IM. SW. RAFALA
KALINOWSKIEGO W OBIEKTYWIE

ZESPOL ,MALA POLSKA” DZIEKUJE DARCZYNCOM

. Jeden z najglebszych sekretow zycia polega na tym, ze tylko to wszystko,
co robimy dla innych, jest tym, co naprawde warto robi¢”
Carroll Lewis

Pragniemy z catego serca
podziekowa¢ wszystkim darczyn-
com, a w szczegodlnosci zarzadowi
Szkoty im. Sw. Rafata Kalinowskiego
oraz pani Elizabeth Sadus - Dyrektor
Dystryktu 9 PRCUA, ktérzy swoim

dobrym sercem i zaangazowaniem
materialnym sprawili, Ze nasz pro-
jekt zakupu strojow towickich
odniost sukces!

Zespot ,,Mata Polska”

BRAWO LAUREACI KONKRUSU PLASTYCZNEGO

Serdecznie gratulujemy zwy-
ciezcom konkursu kolorowania
zorganizowanego w pazdzierniku
2021 r. przez Zjednoczenie Polskie
Rzymsko-Katolickie w Ameryce

z okazji obchodéw , Miesiaca Dzie-
dzictwa Polsko-Amerykanskiego”.
Dziekujemy wszystkim uczniom
szkoty $w. Rafata Kalinowskiego,
ktérzy wzieli udziat w konkursie.

UROCZYSTA AKADEMIA Z OKAZJI OBCHODOW ROCZNICY

NIEPODLEGLOSCI POLSKI

W dniu 6 listopada 2021 roku
w naszej szkole odbyla sie¢ w sali
bankietowej OO. Karmelitéw Bosych
uroczysta akademia z okazji Swieta
Niepodlegtosci Polski, na ktdra licz-
nie przybyli rodzice naszych dzieci.

Scenariusz stowno-muzyczny
przygotowaly nauczycielki: Bogu-
mita Para - wychowawczyni klasy 5
i Urszula Krzysztofiak - wychowaw-
czyni klasy 6.

Akademia rozpoczela sie od
wspolnego odspiewania polskiego
hymnu panstwowego ,Mazurka
Dabrowskiego”. Wykonawcami byli
uczniowie klas starszych, od klasy
5 do 3 liceum, ktérzy recytowali
piekne, patriotyczne wiersze, prze-
platane wzruszajacymi piesniami
o poswieceniu zycia dla Ojczyzny
przez miodych ludzi. Uczennice
klasy 8 - Veronica Wilgocki i Wikto-
ria Przybysz zaspiewatly partie so-
lowe w poruszajacej piosence pt.
,,Uwierz Polsko”.

Akademie uswietnit polekcyjny

zespol taneczny , Mata Polska” pod
kierownictwem choreografa Agaty
Wilgockiej i Barbary Gotko, ktéra po-
maga w przygotowaniu zespotu do
wystepow. Starsze dzieci z zespotu
zatanczyly poloneza, natomiast
mlodsze dzieci zaprezentowaty
choreografie do piosenki ,Co to jest
niepodleglos$¢”, za ktérg otrzymaty
duze brawa.

Na zakonczenie wystuchalismy
stow, jednego z wazniejszych prze-
stan naszego Ojca Swietego Jana
Pawta II do mtodych Polakéw: ,,Mu-
sicie od siebie wymaga¢ nawet
gdyby inni od was nie wymagali.
Wbrew wszystkim mirazom ula-
twionego zycia. Musicie od siebie
wymagaé. To wilasnie wigcej byc.
Przysztos¢ Polski zalezy od was
i musi od was zaleze¢. To jest nasza
Ojczyzna. To jest nasze by¢ i nasze
mie¢. I nikt nie moze pozbawi¢ nas
prawa, azeby przyszto$¢ tego na-
szego by¢ i mie¢ nie zalezata od nas”.

ot il

-

Wigcej zdjec do obejerzenia w elektronicznym wydaniu ,Narodu Polskiego”
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WYSTAWA ,POLSKA. WIECEJ NIZ
OCZEKUJESZ” PRZED SIEDZIBIA PRCUA

Pomimo ponurej, mroznej, chicagowskiej aury
teren wokot siedziby Zjednoczenia Polskiego
Rzymsko Katolickiego w Ameryce kwitnie kolo-
rami. A to za sprawa niecodziennej wystawy,
ktora od 15 lutego zdobi ogrodzenie PRCUA.
Moga Panstwo na nim zobaczy¢ 16 wielkofor-
matowych fotografii ukazujacych najpiekniejsze
zakatki Polski.

Wystawe przygotowata Polska Organizacja
Turystyczna przy wspdtpracy z chicagowska
firma Ingressus. Za dziatania Polskiej Organizacji
Turystycznej w Stanach Zjednoczonych odpo-
wiada Zagraniczny Osrodek Polskiej Organizacji
Turystycznej w Nowym Jorku, z dyrektor
Magdalena Zelazowska. W ten sposéb POT chce
przyblizy¢ polsko-amerykanskiej spotecznosci
w Chicago atrakcje krajobrazowo-zabytkowe
Polski i zaprezentowac kierunek Polska - jako po-
tencjalny cel podrozy turystyczne;j.

Ekspozydja jest czescig kampanii wizerunko-
wej pod hastem: ,Poland. More than you ex-
pected”, w ttumaczeniu , Polska. Wiecj niz ocze-
kujesz”, prowadzonej na 14 rynkach zagrani-
cznych: w Hiszpanii, Wloszech, Wielkiej Byrtanii,
Francji, Niemczech, Austrii, Belgii, Holandii,
Szwecji, Danii, Norwegii, Finlandii, w Czechach,
a takze w USA (w stanach Nowy Jork, New Jeresy,

f
i1

_-ﬂ"_

Illinois, Floryda i Kalifornia).

Jej celem jest promocja polskiej oferty tury-
stycznej poprzez zaskoczenie odbiorcéw
réznorodnoscia oraz bogactwem atrakgji, ktéra na
pierwszy rzut oka mogtaby sie¢ z Polska nie
kojarzy¢. POT chce pokazac odbiorcom, ze w Pol-
sce mozna spotkac Swiatowej klasy atrakcje, a kraj
ten jest kierunkiem czekajacym wciaz na odkrycie.
Znajda w niej co$ dla siebie Ci zainteresowani
zwiedzaniem miast, ale takZze mito$nicy przyrody,
natury, aktywnego wypoczynku czy turystyki
kulturowej. Wérod peretek na planszach zobaczy¢
mozna m.in. Klasztor w Tyncu spowity w chmu-
rach, Zamek Ksiaz w jesiennej scenerii, urokliwe
Morskie Oko, Przetom Dunajca, zespdt zamkowo
- parkowy w Mosznej i wiele innych.

Tablice promujace walory turystyczne Polski
eksponowane sa przy lokalizacjach, ktére maja
swoje korzenie w polskiej spolecznosci, ale
funkcjonuja na rynkach zagranicznych. Tym
razem wystawa zostala zlokalizowana bardzo
blisko centrum Chicago, nieopodal skrzyzowania
Augusta Blvd i Milwaukee Ave, wzdtuz Augusta
Blvd., przy siedzibie PRCUA i Muzeum Polskiego
w Ameryce. Zachecamy do jej odwiedzenia!
Bedzie na to wiele okazji, bo ekspozycja pozosta-
nie z nami co najmniej do pdéznej wiosny.

WIRTUALNY DZIEN
PULASKIEGO

W MUZEUM POLSKIM
W AMERYCE

Chicago, IL - Zapraszamy na wirtualne
obchody Dnia Putaskiego, ktére odbeda sie
w poniedziatek, 7 marca 2022 r. w Muzeum Pol-
skim w Ameryce (MPA). W uroczystosci wezma
udziatl przedstawiciele urzedéw panstwowych,
stanowych, powiatowych oraz miejskich. W tym
wyjatkowym dniu stan Illinois oddaje hotd bohat-
erowi wojny o niepodlegto$¢ Stanow Zjednoczo-
nych Kazimierzowi Putaskiemu oraz sklada wyra-
zy uznania dla calej spotecznosci polskiej. W pro-
gramie artystycznym wystapiag Mirostawa Sojka-
Topdr, Kamil Bundyra, Zespdt Fundagji Kultury
Tatrzanskiej oraz Akademia Muzyki przy Pade-
rewski Symphony Orchestra. Pokazane zostang
takze kroétkie filmy zwigzane ze $wietem. W trak-
cie ceremonii zostanie ztozony wieniec pod obra-
zem Stanistawa Batowskiego ,Pulaski pod
Savannah”.

Obchody rozpoczna sie punktualnie o godz.
10 rano i beda transmitowane na zywo na stronie
internetowej MPA: www.PolishMuseumOfAm-
erica.org.

Generat Kazimierz Putaski (ur. 6 marca 1745
roku w Warszawie — zm. 9/10 pazdziernika 1779
roku nieopodal miejscowosci Savannah w stanie
Georgia) nazywany jest ,,ojcem amerykanskiej ka-
walerii”. Putaski, jako doswiadczony dowddca,
zaoferowat swoje ustugi Armii Kontynentalnej
Stanéw Zjednoczonych. W liscie do Kongresu
pisat: Przybytem tu, aby zaryzykowaé wszystko dla
wolnosci Ameryki. Zanim jeszcze zostat oficjalnie
powolany do armii amerykanskiej, w 1777 roku
wziat udziat jako ochotnik w bitwie nad Brandy-
wine, gdzie wyrdznit sie wiodac Smialy atak na
Brytyjczykow, ratujac w ten sposob wycofujace sie
wojska amerykanskie.

Dzigki generalowi George’owi Washingto-
nowi, Putaski zostat mianowany generatem bry-
gady i pierwszym komandorem kawalerii amery-
kanskiej. Putaski powotlal legion kawalerii,
w ktdrego sktad wchodzili Zoinierze francuscy,
niemieccy i polscy i ktéry wstawit si¢ ocaleniem
miasta Charleston w Karolinie Poludniowej przed
okupacja brytyjska w 1779 r.

W pazdzierniku 1779 r., w wieku 34 lat, gene-
rat Putaski zaptacit najwyzsza cene w imie wol-
nosci: zmarl w wyniku ran odniesionych w bitwie
pod Savannah, gdzie dowodzil kawaleria. Jego
prochy zostaty ekshumowane i ztozone podczas
uroczystej cermonii na Monterey Square w Savan-
nah, GA w pazdzierniku 2005 r. W 2009 r. gene-
ratowi Putaskiemu zostato przyznane po$miertnie
honorowe obywatelstwo Stanéw Zjednoczonych.

W 1977 r., wtadze stanu Illinois ustanowity
Dzien Pulaskiego oficjalnym Swigtem stanowym.
Zapraszamy Panstwa do (dok. na str. 27)



Swietowania razem z przedstawicielami wiadz
zaangazowania Polonii w sprawe wolnosci
i sprawiedliwoséci dla wszystkich w USA.

Dodatkowe informacje mozna uzyskac
odwiedzajac strone internetowa Muzeum Pols-
kiego w Ameryce www.PolishMuseumOfAme-
rica.org.

SWIATOWY FILMOWY sl
WI HONKURS HISTORYCZNY
| Patria Nostra
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Zapraszamy mlodziez oraz nauczycieli do udziatu
w VII edycji Filmowego Konkursu Historycznego
Patria Nostra. Konkurs swoim zasiegiem obejmuje
caty $wiat oraz Polske. Dodatkowe informadje:
https://konkurs-patrianostra.pl/
https://www.facebook.com/KonkursyHisto-
rycznePatriaNostra

ZADANIE KONKURSOWE: stworzenie 60-cio se-
kundowych filméw i animacji prezentujacych
wazne wydarzenia z historii Polski.

NAGRODY:

- spodziewamy sie atrakcyjnych nagréd finan-
sowych dla laureatéw (w przypadku zakonczo-
nej juz VI edycji nagrody finansowe miaty
wartos¢ 28.800 zt i zostaty ufundowane przez
MKIDN oraz NCK)

- nagradzamy wszystkich uczestnikow konkursu

- wyniki konkursu sa ogtaszane pod czas Gali
Finatu w trybie online oraz publikowane na
stronie konkursu po zakoriczeniu Gali. Nagrody
sa wysytane poczta po zakoniczeniu konkursu
na adres szkoty, podany pod czas rejestracji.

PATRONATY:

- Ministerstwo Edukacji Narodowej

- Ministerstwo Kultury i Dziedzictwa Narodo-
wego

- Ministerstwo Spraw Zagranicznych

- Ministerstwo Aktywéw Paristwowych

- Instytut Dziedzictwa Mysli Narodowej

- 16 Kuratoriéw Oswiaty

- Polskie Radio,TVP2, TVP3, TVP Historia,
TVP Polonia, Gazeta Polska

REJESTRACJA: Zgodnie z Regulaminem kon-
kursu jedna Szkola/Instytucja w ramach danej
edycji moze wystawi¢ do konkursu lacznie 2
druzyny o réznym skladzie osobowym uczniow:
1 druzyne do konkursu Swiatowego i 1 druzyne
do jednego z konkursow regionalnych. Opiekun
moze pozostac ten sam.

SWIATOWY LINK DO REJESTRACJT:
https://konkurs-patrianostra.pl/edycja-vii-kon-
kurs-swiatowy-2022

MSZA W INTENCJI CECYLI ROZNOWSKIEJ
| KOLEDOWANIE W PARAFII SW. MONIKI

Anna Krysinski
dyrektor ZPiT ,,Polonia”

9 stycznia w Kosciele sw. Moniki w Chicago
odprawiona zostala msza $wigta w pierwsza
rocznice $mierci zatozycielki i wieloletniego dy-
rektora artystycznego Zespotu Piesni i Tanca ,, Po-
lonia” Cecylii Roznowskiej. Msze sprawowat
proboszcz parafii, ks. Greg Lorens.

Lektorami w czasie nabozenstwa byly tan-
cerki ,, Polonii” Victoria Czarnik i Emilka Szabla.

Kierownik muzyczny Mieczystaw Dzi$
wspdlnie z organista parafii Kamilem Duda przy-
gotowali bogata oprawe S$piewno-muzyczna.
Dodatkiem byty piekne polskie koledy i pastoratki
w wykonaniu przedstawiceli wszystkich grup
wiekowych , Polonii”.

Ksiadz proboszcz na zakoniczenie mszy $w.
w paru stowach podkreslit waznos¢ wieloletniej
pracy artystyczno-pedagogicznej zatozycielki ,, Po-
lonii”, méwiac, ze owoc jej pracy zachowany jest
w sercach i umystach wielu pokolent mtodych Po-
lakéw w Ameryce.

Po mszy $w., tancerze wraz z dyrektor
Krysinska, panem Dzi$ i ksiedzem proboszczem,
ustawili sie do pamigtkowego wspolnego zdjecia.

Dzigkujemy ksiedzu proboszczowi za
umozliwienie zespolowi korzystania z sali na
proby mtodziezowej i dorosltej grupy ,Polonii”,
zyczliwosé, wyrozumiatosc i wielkie polskie serce.
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ZABAWA KARNAWALOWA
SZKOLY IM. MARII KONOPNICKIEJ

W  piekny zimowy wieczor,
w sobote 5 lutego, odbyta sie kolejna
Zabawa Karnawatowa, jedyna zbior-
ka funduszy szkoty im. Marii Ko-
nopnickiej.

W bajecznej sali Paradise Ban-
quets gosci witali dyrektor szkoty
Elzbieta Zeglen, koordynator Mar-
zena Kowalik-Dziubek w towarzy-
stwie cztonkéw zarzadu: Joanny
Niedzielskiej, Danielle Kroplewskiej,
Malgorzaty Garbacz oraz Agnieszki
Szeligi.

Zimowa aura byta bardzo przy-
jazna, a ciepto wnetrza sali ogrze-
wato nastroje przybylych gosci.
Wszyscy zaproszeni dotarli wbrew
lub na przekoér panujacym dookota
restrykcjom dzisiejszego nowego
$wiata. Podejrzewamy, iz niektérzy
goscie przybyli zapewne troche ze
strachem, nad ktérym chyba wzieta
gbre che¢ pobycia w towarzystwie
i tesknota za wspolnymi spotkania-
mi w gronie znajomych.

Na sale przybyli sami zacni,
wazni i fantastyczni goscie, rodzice,
grono pedagogiczne oraz przyjaciele
i sympatycy naszej szkoty. Gosci-
lismy siostry Benedyktynki, ktore sg
cze$cia zespotu katechetycznego pod
bacznym okiem koordynator Ma-
rzeny Kowalik-Dziubek. Siostra Be-
nigna, siostra Bonawentura i siostra
Natanaela to prawdziwie dobre
dusze naszej spotecznosci szkolnej.
Zawsze us$miechnieta dyrektor
Elzbieta Zeglern w towarzystwie na-
szej wicedyrektor Katarzyny Ziemia-
nin, bawily sie otoczone nauczy-
cielkami: Monika Jandura, Sylwia
Matyjas oraz naszymi nauczycielami
i katechetami Joanng i Rafatem Za-
chara.

Byto nam niezmiernie mito, ze

posrod naszych gosci znalezli sie
przedstawiciele Zjednoczenia Pol-
skiego Rzymsko Katolickiego w
Ameryce. ByliSmy zaszczyceni
obecno- scig dyrektoréw Dystryktu
8, Elizabeth Dynowski oraz Mirka
Cisto. JesteSmy wdzieczni Zjednoc-
zeniu za nieustajgcy patronat i
wspieranie naszej szkoty. Posrod
wielu u$miechnietych twarzy na sali,
bylo bardzo sympatycznie spotkac
po-przednich  prezeséw  naszej
szkoty, Edwarda Muszalskiego z
zona Angie oraz Janusza Frankow-
icza z zong Barbara. Jest
bardzo wazne, aby potaczy¢ historie
z terazniej-szoscia, bowiem cdz
bysmy znaczyli, gdyby nie nasi
poprzednicy, ktérzy budowali i roz-
wijali nasza szkole. Reszte sali
wypelniali  rodzice  obecnych
uczniéw lub absolwentéw oraz ich
przyjaciele i znajomi, u ktorych bije
serce dla naszej szkoly.

Catej zabawie towarzyszyt duch
Marii Konopnickiej, bo przeciez to
ona jest patronem naszej placowki
edukacyjnej. Stoliki oznaczone lite-
rami, kryly tytul wiersza poetki. Przy
tej okazji rozpoczela si¢ pierwsza za-
bawa. Wszyscy goscie zaangazowali
sie w odszukanie tytutu. Niemal na
poczatku obiadu szyfr zostat ztama-
ny i szczedliwy stolik otrzymat
pierwsza nagrode tego wieczoru.
Tytut wiersza nawiazywat do bieza-
cej aury na zewnatrz, brzmiat bow-
iem ,W zimowy poranek”.

Po obiedzie, podczas wspolnej
zabawy, odbyt? sie kolejny konkurs.
Wiersz ,W zimowy poranek” zostat
odczytany i podczas wymiany ma-
seczki karnawalowej wyloniona
osoba otrzymata pachnaca swieczke,

tyczna kolacje.

Muzyczng strone imprezy
zapewnial nasz niezawodny D]
Karol, State of Mind DJ, przy ktorym
wiele 0s6b nie schodzito z parkietu.
Mozna by tu zanucic... ,cala sala
tanczy z nami...”.

Wielu gosci otrzymato ciekawe
i cenne fanty podczas loterii, ktéra
jest zawsze stalg czeScig imprezy.
Mamy nadzieje Ze wszyscy mieli
przednia zabawe i powrdca do nas
za rok. Oby wszystko powoli wrocito
do poprzedniego wymiaru.

Dzieki wtascicielom sali Paradise
Banquets panstwu Beacie i Wojcie-
chowi Stachon oraz wszystkim obec-

nym i wielu dobroczyncom, nasza
kolejna impreza okazata si¢ wielkim
sukcesem. Nasi wspaniali rodzice
i ich goscie udowodnili po raz ko-
lejny, ze mozna na nich liczy¢ i sa
niezawodni. Z nimi mozna i ,goéry
przenosi¢”.

Zapraszamy wszystkich do
obejrzenia relacji na naszym szkol-
nym Facebooku. Nasi nieocenieni
,fotoreporterzy” panstwo Krystyna
i Leon Krélikowscy zawsze wspani-
ale uwieczniajg nasze szkolne im-
prezy.

Dziekujemy wszystkim z catego
serca za obecno$¢ i do zobaczenia juz
za rok. Obysmy tylko zdrowi byli.



NAJWIEKSZA ARMIA PODZIEMNA

SWIATA

Karol Nawrocki
Prezes Instytutu Pamieci Narodowej

Wséréd pod-
ziemnych
armii, ktore
rzucily wyz-
wanie nazi-
stowskim
Niemcom,
polska Armia
Krajowa
nalezala do
najwiekszych.
I sposrod tych najwiekszych tylko
ona - w odréznieniu od sowieckiej
i jugostowianskiej — walczyla o
prawdziwa wolnos¢ i demokracje —
pisze Karol Nawrocki

y-

Koto Lichfield, nieco ponad dwie
godziny drogi od Londynu, znajduje
sie National Memorial Arboretum —
rozleglte miejsce pamieci odwiedzane
co roku przez tysiace zwiedzajacych.
Brytyjczycy oddajg tam hold Zotnie-
rzom i cywilom poleglym m.in.
podczas dwdch wojen swiatowych.
Wsréd pomnikéw rozsianych w oto-
czeniu drzew jest tez jeden poswie-
cony Polakom - z charakterystycz-
nym orfem na szczycie. Brazowe fi-
gury zolierza piechoty, marynarza
i lotnika symbolizuja rézne formacje
Polskich Sit Zbrojnych na Zachodzie,
ktore u boku aliantéw walczyty
o uwolnienie Europy od morderczej
tyranii nazistowskich Niemiec.
Czwarta posta¢, kobieta ubrana po
cywilnemu, z pozoru nie pasuje do
pozostatych. A jednak i ona jest
zolnierzem — kurierka stynnej Armii
Krajowej, ktorej osiemdziesieciolecie
obchodzimy w tych dniach.

Europejski fenomen

Dwa totalitarne panistwa uderzy-
1y na Polske we wrzesniu 1939 roku:
najpierw hitlerowskie Niemcy, a kil-
kanascie dni p6zniej Zwiazek Sow-
iecki. Wojsko Polskie byto bez szans
w starciu z tak poteznymi agreso-
rami. Nigdy jednak nie skapi-
tulowato i nim wustaly ostatnie
regularne walki, we Francji dziatat
juz emigracyjny rzad generata
Wiadystawa Sikorskiego. Premier
zostal tez wkroétce Naczelnym Wo-
dzem i stanat na czele armii odbu-
dowywanej u boku zachodnich

sojusznikéw. Pelnoprawna czescig
tych sil zbrojnych — a wedtug Sikor-
skiego nawet ,gtowna czescia” -
byto wojsko organizowane w kon-
spiracji w okupowanym kraju. Two-
rzono je juz od 1939 roku, ale
powszechnie znane jest dzi$ pod
nazwa nadang mu 14 lutego 1942
roku —jako Armia Krajowa.

Juz ta nazwa pokazywata
wyraznie: nie chodzito o zbrojna
przybudéwke tej czy innej partii
politycznej, jak to byto chociazby
w przypadku komunistycznej party-
zantki jugostowianskiej.

AK miata by¢ armia ogolno-
narodowa, podporzadkowang roz-
kazom wladz zwierzchnich na
uchodzstwie — legalnemu rzadowi
Rzeczypospolitej, ktéry po klesce
Francji przenidst sie do Wielkiej
Brytanii. General Stefan Rowecki,
pierwszy Dowddca AK, swiadomie
ograniczat sie do ogdlnikowych de-
klaracji, Ze odrodzona Polska bedzie
,krajem demokracji”, w ktérym
,zrealizuje sie ideat sprawiedliwos$ci
spotecznej”. O ksztalcie panstwa
mieli zdecydowac juz po wyzwole-
niu sami obywatele.

Z taka armig — niesluzacy ,,zad-
nym osobom ani grupom politycz-
nym” — identyfikowata sie ogromna
wiekszos¢ spoteczenstwa. W AK
znalezli miejsce przedstawiciele
wszystkich warstw spolecznych i lu-
dzie o przeréznych pogladach poli-
tycznych: socjalisci, ludowcy, dawni
stronnicy marszatka Jézefa Pitsud-
skiego, chadecy, duza cze$¢ naro-
dowcéw. W Armii Krajowej stuzyli
takze Zydzi — od szeregowych po
oficeréw, takich jak chocby wielo-
krotnie odznaczany Stanistaw Aron-
son.

Mimo terroru okupacyjnego
szeregi podziemnego wojska szybko
rosty. Latem 1944 roku AK liczyta ok.
380 tysiecy zaprzysiezonych Zzotnie-
rzy. Byli w tym gronie partyzanci,
ktorzy rodzinne domy zamienili na
lesne kryjowki. Byli i zawodowi kon-
spiratorzy, ukrywajacy sie¢ w mia-
stach pod przybranymi nazwiskami,
ale tez ludzie prowadzacy podwdjne
zycie — na co dzien chodzacy do
pracy, lecz w kazdej chwili gotowi
wypelnic¢ rozkazy swych dowddcow.
Wielu z nich, w tym odwazne ko-
biety i rzesze patriotycznej mtodzie-

zy, staneto do walki w sierpniu 1944
roku — i przez 63 dni toczylo nie-
rowny boj z Niemcami w Powstaniu
Warszawskim.

Przygotowanie powstania prze-
ciwko okupantowi bylo fundamen-
talnym zadaniem Armii Krajowej.
Ale juz wczesniej polskie podziemie
na duza skale prowadzito dywersje
i sabotaz. Odbijano wiezniéw z rak
gestapo. Wykonywano  wyroki
$mierci na zdrajcach i kolaborantach,
likwidowano szczegolnie gorliwych
funkcjonariuszy niemieckiego apa-
ratu terroru. Spektakularne sukcesy
odnosit wywiad AK - to dzieki jego
dokonaniom udato sie op6znic prace
nad niemieckimi pociskami V1 i ra-
kietami V2. W tym samym czasie
facznicy podziemia docierali na Za-
chéd z raportami o terrorze okupa-
cyjnym, w tym zagtadzie Zydéw.
Wszystko to byto tylko czescig Pol-
skiego Paristwa Podziemnego, ktdre
procz armii miato tez wlasne
sadownictwo, system opieki spote-
cz-nej czy tajnego nauczania.

Wielu akowcow i wspierajacych
ich rodakéw zaptacito za swa stuzbe
Ojczyznie najwyzsza cene. Kilka-
dziesiat tysiecy zolnierzy AK polegto
lub zostato zamordowanych w czasie
wojny. Ci, ktorzy doczekali pokoju
w Europie, nie mogli jednak poczué
sie bezpiecznie. Miejsce gestapo
zajely bowiem sowieckie NKWD
i rodzima komunistyczna bezpieka.

Spézniony hold

Pbézng wiosng i latem 1945 roku
$wiat celebrowat zwyciestwo nad III
Rzesza. Bohaterowie wojenni zwy-
cieskiej koalicji antyhitlerowskiej
mieli swoje dni chwaty.

Nieprzebrane tlumy nowojor-
czykéw wylegly na ulice w po-
chmurny wtorek 19 czerwca 1945
roku, gdy w miescie zjawil sig
Dwight Eisenhower. Amerykanski
general, ktory kierowal operacja
desantowa w Normandii, a p6zniej
poprowadzit zachodnich aliantow
do triumfu nad Rzesza, mdgt sie czuc
spelniony, widzac wiwatujacych na
jego czes¢ rodakow. Na fali utrzy-
mujacej sie popularnosci dwukrotnie
- w 1952 i 1956 roku — zostat potem
wybrany na prezydenta Stanow
Zjednoczonych.

Polityczny kapital na zastugach
wojennych zbit tez Charles de
Gaulle. Ambitny general, ktéry
uratowat honor Francji podczas II
wojny $wiatowej, po wyzwoleniu
kraju dwukrotnie stat na czele rzadu,

a pdzniej zapisat sie¢ w historii jako
silny prezydent V Republiki.

W totalitarnym panstwie so-
wieckim marszatek Gieorgij Zukow
nie mogl, rzecz jasna, wyjs¢ z cienia
Jozefa Stalina. Nawet jednak Zukow
miat swdj wielki dzien, gdy 24 czer-
wca 1945 roku przyjmowat w Mo-
skwie wielka parade zwyciestwa na
placu Czerwonym.

Zaledwie trzy dni wczesniej
w tym samym mie$cie generat Leo-
pold Okulicki — ostatni dowodca
Armii Krajowej — zostat skazany na
kare 10 lat wiezienia w pokazowym
procesie politycznym, ktory byt
jawna kpina z wymiaru sprawiedli-
wosci. Okulicki nigdy nie odzyskat
wolnosci. Zmart péttora roku pozniej
w sowieckim wiezieniu. Jego po-
przednik, generat Tadeusz Bor-
Komorowski, wybrat trudny los emi-
granta w Wielkiej Brytanii. Na zycie
zarabial m.in. jako tapicer i ztotnik.

Akowcow, ktérzy pozostali
w Polsce, zamiast zaszczytow
czekaly represje: wyniszczajace
$ledztwa, tortury, wyroki $mierci lub
dtugoletniego wiezienia. Nowa tota-
litarna wtadza stusznie obawiata sie
tych, ktérzy od kilku lat wytrwale
bili sie¢ 0 wolng Ojczyzne. W efekcie
ludzie, ktorzy w suwerennym
panistwie odbieraliby ordery i obej-
mowali odpowiedzialne funkgcje,
w kraju kontrolowanym przez Sta-
lina znalezli si¢ na marginesie spo-
leczenstwa. Komunistyczna propa-
ganda przedstawiata ich jako ,,zaplu-
tych kartéw reakcji” i niemieckich
kolaborantow — zarzut szczegoélnie
bolesny dla ludzi, ktérzy z nara-
zeniem zycia przeciwstawiali sig III
Rzeszy.

Az do roku 1989 Armia Krajowa
nie mogta liczy¢ na godne upa-
mietnienie. Dzi§, w wolnej Polsce,
nadrabiamy te zalegtosci. Instytut
Pamieci Narodowej, ktérym mam
zaszczyt kierowad, nie ustaje
w wysitkach, by odda¢ czes¢ dziel-
nym ludziom z AK i przypomniec¢
$wiatu o ich wktadzie w zwyciestwo
nad Hitlerem.

Karol Nawrocki

Tekst ukazat sie w miesieczniku opi-
nii "Wszystko co Najwazniejsze”
oraz w mediach swiatowych w ra-
mach projektu "Opowiadamy Polske
$wiatu" realizowanego przy wspot-
pracy z Instytutem Pamieci Narodo-
wej.
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This March...

let the benefits 5 U)ﬂ r?) G‘ up in your PRCUAL“&i

LIFE INSURANCE

WHOLE, TERM & FINAL EXPENSE
NEW! — LiFE PAID UP AT 70

ANNUITIES

NON-QUALIFIED & IRAS

upT0 3.75% APY ($500 MIN. DEPOSIT)
WITH THE ELITE* ANNUITY SERIES

MEMBER BENEFITS

v/ POLISH LANGUAGE & DANCE SCHOOLS

v/ SCHOLARSHIPS & EDUCATIONAL LOANS
v/ CULTURE & TRADITION

v/ SPORTS TOURNAMENTS

v/ NAROD POLSKI & OTHER PUBLICATIONS
v AND MUCH MORE!
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