Bilingual Publication of the POlish Roman Catholic Union of America

A Fraternal Benefit Society Safequarding Your Future with Life Insurance & Annuities

June | Czerwiec 2022 No 6 — Vol. CXXXVII

NAROD POLSKI Dolis/

‘\

Niion)

IN THIS
ISSUE:

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
page 2

BUSINESS pages 3-5

CULTURE pages 5-25
Kids’ Activity - 15
VP Column - 18-21, 23
Higher Perspectives - 25

MEMBER NEWS
page 25

POLISH SECTION
pages 26-33

PRCUA MOURNS THE LOSS OF PAST
VICE PRESIDENT DOLORES SPEJEWSKI

It is with great sadness that we
share the news that Dolores Spejew-
ski, 92 of Tucson, AZ (formerly of
Munster, IN) passed away on Tues-
day May 17, 2022.

Mrs. Spejewski (née Brainer)
was born in East Chicago, IN, and
together with her husband of 48
years, Joseph, who passed away in
1996, they were long time members
of St. John Cantius Parish in East Chicago and
later members of St. Thomas More Parish in
Munster, IN. For many years, she worked as a
teachers aide at St. John Cantius Catholic
Church Elementary Consolidated School.

Dolores Spejewski was a member of
PRCUA for 67 years. In the past, she served as
both treasuer and financial sercretary for
PRCUA Queen Mary of Poland Society #413.
She was also treasurer of District 9 and for eight
years worked as National Director of District 9.

Mrs. Spejewski was elected as PRCUA Res-
ident Vice President and served in the position
from 1990 to 1998. She was delegated the re-
sponsiblity of directing the entire Fraternal De-
partment, including the PRCUA dance and
language schools as well as the Sports Depart-
ment. The Fraternal Department also took over

the management of the PMA gift shop.
Mrs. Spejewski continued to manage
the gift shop on a volunteer basis after
she retired from office.

She was a delegate to every
PRCUA Convention from 1966 to 2014
and served on both the Credentials
and Qualifications Committees.

During her time in office, Mrs.
Spejewski wrote a regular column in
the Nardd Polski titled Fraternal Highlights, in
which she briefly identified the most important
PRCUA events and member news. She assisted
President Dykla in welcoming distinguished
visitors at the Home Office and in representing
PRCUA and Polonia at the events held locally,
throughout the United States and overseas. She
attended Cinderella and Prince Charming Balls,
Michigan State Ball, Illinois-Indiana Women'’s
Department events, annual Sacred Heart
Masses, Opfateks and Swieconkas, sport tourna-
ments, school graduations and recitals, anniver-
saries of various societies and other celebrations.

In 1998, Dolores Spejewski ran for the office
of PRCUA president.

Mrs. Spejewski will be remembered for her
kindness, essence of duty, energy and sense of
humor. She was a member (continued on pg. 12)
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ANNUITY AWARENESS MONTH

1 DEADLINE FOR PRCUA SCHOLARSHIPS

INTERNATIONAL CHILDREN’S DAY

4 ROSEVILLE, Ml - PRCUA SOCIETY #1593 30TH AN-

NUAL YOUTH BOWLING from 10 am. to 11:30 a.m at

AMF Rose Bowl Lanes, 28001 Groesbeck Hwy., Roseville, MI. For de-
tails, see pg. I3.

5 GLEN ELLYN, IL - POLONIA POLISH FOLK SONG

& DANCE ENSEMBLE 30TH ANNIVERSARY CON-

CERT at 4 p.m. at McAninch Arts Center - College of DuPage, 425
Fawell Blvd., Glen Ellyn, IL. For details, see pg. 30 (Pol).

8 CHICAGO, IL - POLISH HERITAGE NIGHT WITH
THE WHITE SOX - Chicago White Sox vs Los Angeles
Dodgers. For details, see pg. 5.

9 DEARBORN HEIGHTS, Ml - PRCUA SOCIETY #718

GRANT/SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE at 8 p.m.at Randy’s Bar

& Grille, 25122 W.Warren St., Dearborn Hts., Ml. For additional infor-
mation, contact Jerry Nasiatka at jnasiatka@mi.rr.com.

12 ORLAND PARK, IL - PRCUA SACRED HEART MASS
hosted by District #8 at | | a.m.at Our Lady of the Woods Par-
ish, 10731 W 131st St, Orland Park, IL. For details and reservation in-
formation, see pg. 2.
14 FLAG DAY
19 FATHER’S DAY (U.S.)

20 JUNETEENTH - PRCUA OFFICEWILL BE CLOSED

23 FATHER’S DAY (POLAND)

JULY

4 INDEPENDENCE DAY - PRCUA OFFICE WILL BE
CLOSED

22 PRCUA SOCIETY #718 TUITION GRANT/SCHO-

LARSHIP DEADLINE FORAPPLICATION SUBMIS-
SION. For additional information, contact Janice Dudek at
734-812-8175.

22_23 STERLING HEIGHTS, Ml - PRCUA NATIONAL
GOLF TOURNAMENT at Maple Lane Golf Course.
For details, see page 7 or go to www.prcua.org/sports.

30 TAYLOR, MI - JOE KROL FAMILY PICNIC at Heritage
Park Pavilion, 12111 Pardee Rd., Taylor, MI. For more infor-
amation, contact Tina Churchvara at 734-250-8775.

For updates on any of the PRCUA events, please
contact your local PRCUA districts, societies and
schools, and check Narod Polski, PRCUA social
media platforms and www.prcua.org.

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

Operating Results
For the Quarter Ending March 31, 2022
Mar. 31, 2022 Mar. 31, 2021
INCOME:
Life and Annuity Sales 12,127,260 7,101,402
Investment Income 3,236,892 2,407,102
Other Income 38,171 80,619
Total Income 15,402,323 9,589,122
EXPENSES:
Life and Annuity 13,573,611 7,991,854
General Expenses 1,348,593 1,240,213
Insurance Fees 64,177 109,444
TOTAL EXPENSES: 14,986,381 9,341,511
Net Operating Income 415,942 247,611
Dividends to Members (deduct) (38,803) (37,850)
Net Capital Gain 0 1,220
Net Income 377,139 210,981
SURPLUS ACCOUNT:
Beginning Bal-Dec.31, prior year 11,046,490 10,056,719
Net Income 377,139 210,981
Change in Reserves 107,856 69,440
Ending Balance as of
Statement Date 11,531,485 10,337,140

Go)GREEN! Go)PAPERLESS!

Subscribe to the digital NAROD POLSKI
and get PRCUA news conveniently
delivered to your inbox every month!

Contact marketing@prcua.org
with your request (email address required)
and get your subscription in a

SAFE, FREE & GREEN way!




cﬁm@ @300 START PLANNING YOUR I

RETIREMENT INCOME
STRATEGY

By taking the time to plan now, you
can help ensure that you have
enough 1income to last through
retirement. Learn more about all the

retirement income strategies that
PRCUALife has to offer.

T
T

WHAT IS AN ANNUITY? BUILD A SECURE FUTURE
A PRCUALife annuity is a retirement product that offers WITH PRCUALIFE

a unique and valuable blend of financial security, growth ANNUITY PRODUCTS!

potential, tax advantages and lifetime income. It is a

contract between you and the PRCUA 1in which you make a BENEFITS OF A

lump sum payment or series of payments and, in return,
obtain payments beginning either immediately or at some P RCUALI F E ANNUI TY

point in the future.

M Retirement Income - annuities

The goal of an annuity 1is to provide a steady stream of provide a guaranteed income for
income during your retirement years for as long as you as long as you live
live. M Low minimum investment - a

minimum investment of only $500
is required to startx

WHY CHOOSE AN ANNUITY? M Low deposits - additional deposit

minimums are $25 and you control

Unlike other retirement products, annuities offer a the frequency
guaranteed rate of return and are a great alternative to M Savings advantages - tax-deferred
a CD or Treasury bond! interest lets you earn -interest

ATl annuities grow tax-deferred. That means any interest on money deposited

on earnings is not taxed until it is paid out to the M Avoiding probate - in the event
annuity holder. Your money compounds faster over a gf death, funds ire.tra.nsferred
shorter period of time, which results in extra -income drectly to beneficiaries

for your retirement! In addition, most people are in a M Account types available:
lower tax bracket when they retire, so the taxes on non-qualified, trad'lt'lonal IRA,
the interest will be less, which is another Roth IRA, SEP, Simple IRA, TSA

tax-deferred advantage. M PRCUA 1is currently offering a
variety of annuity options with
APYs available up to 3.75%. Act
! now! xx

DID YOU KNOW...?

41% of Americans already own a traditional or Roth IRA, * §500 minimum based on type of annuity series
and the rate of annuity sales has steadily risen as ** For terms and conditions, contact your PRCUALIfe sales

more people than ever are recognizing the stability and representative at (773) 782-2642 or visit PRCUA.org/annuities
f mind that it id . ' https://www.limra.com/en/newsroom/news-releases/2022/se-

peace ot min at an annuity provides. cure-retirement-institute-record-sales-in-march-propel-first-qu

arter-2022-annuity-sales/ - May 3, 2022

This information is general in nature and may be subject to change. Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, and its representatives are not authorized to give legal, tax, or
accounting advice. Applicable laws and regulations are complex and subject to change. Any tax information in this material is not intended to suggest the avoidance of U.S.
federal, state or local tax penalties. For advice conceming your situation, consult your professional attomey, tax advisor or accountant.
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v Coverage minimum $5,000+
v Plan issue ages 0 to 65
v Payments end at age 70

v Builds cash value
.t Dividend parficipating*
e ‘ v Guaranteed premium rates
£ v Guaranteed lifetime coverage**

+ Benefits are paid tax-free to beneficiaries
v Reduce your financial obligation at retirement age

*Dividends ane not goaraniead. T"When schedule of prermiums ofe mode

| NOWAVAILABLE AT PREVAL:fe

Sample Rates for Females Sample Rates for Males
- Age 55,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000 Age 55,000 $10,000 $25.,000 $50,000 t
25 5103.30 5156.60 530%9.75 5556.00 25 S108.60 $167.20 5335.50 5606.50 '%
2 35 $127.50 $205.00 5428.00 5784.50 35 2135.35 5220.70 466,00 5861.00 £
A 45 517175 $293.50 $643.50  $1,206.50 45  5183.60 $317.20 $701.25  $1,319.00 7
' 55 5277.10 5504.20 51.157.25 52,207.50 55 $296.80 5543.60 $1,253.25 $2,395.00 ':5%
&5 5791.15 51,532.30 $3.663.25 $7.091.00 45 5848.35 $1.644.70 $53,942.00 57.634.50 S
" al i : : i > A a Annual stondard non-tobocco rmies thown, Rates subject to underamifng 1 l:w-“w

Call the PRCUA, Sales Department for details: Marge Grzeszczuk Sales Associate {??3) 782-2644

— OFFER —
EXTENDED!

ELITEY [8 YEAR]

3.75%

fe)
STAR™ [5 YEAR] ANNUITY SERIEJ
3 0 0 v/ EARN MORE MONEY
APY

v" LOWER your INCOME TAX BILL
v/ BOOST your RETIREMENT INCOME

pGet X
EDCESE 2 NEAR] v JoiN Preualife

2 ! ; 0 by opening a new PRCUALife Annuity
AFY or transfering your existing account per month*

‘I YEAR GUARANTEE For more information: . | B*20 yr. Renewable Level Term life insurance for $100,000
MIN. GUAR. 2.007% (800) 772-8632 female (30 years old, non-tobacco, preferred rate)

Financial security for your family
if the unexpected.happens...
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MINIMUM DEPOSIT

— 5500 — SIS (800) 772-8632 | PRCUA.ORG




Students of PRCUA Polish language
and dance schools—

we've got a plan for you!

Polish/Dance school

_+ PRCUA Membership _

= Discounts and a
Secure Future
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Back-to-School 2022 | \ Togrnal;n.nt
Life Insurance Special! RECIA

Become a member of the oldest Polish fraternal | | \ expl rlng”"
organization in the United States! Students registering to e’
attend a PRCUA-subsidized Polish language or dance ’

school can purchase a 5-Year Limited Pay Whole Life & TH‘E NEXT BE ST THING"

Insurance certificate with a 10% DISCOUNT.

» Available for students up to age 18

* Builds cash value V_Velc gl

» Automatic electronic payments Wlth DUr ft
Chg ase

» Dividend-participating ’

*  $10,000 minimum amount of Whole Life insurance

» School tuition discounts available (inquire at school)
» Additional cultural and educational benefits

+ Available until October 31, 2022 - Join the PRCUA for

1009700902990029002900900099000 POLISH HERITAGE NIGHT

WHITE SOX VS L.A. DODGERS

Rates for 5-Year Limited Pay Whole Life Insurance

$10,000 Coverage $20,000 Coverage $30,000 Coverage Wed nes d -EI\_.I’, J une 3 § 202 2, at 7 . 10 p .M.
Annual Premium Annual Premium Annual Premium s

Age Male Female Age Male Female Age Male Female at G uara nte e d R d tE F 1 Ei d

0 $296.64 $269.28 0 $548.28 $493.56 0 $781.02 $701.10

1 $303.48 $275.31 1 $561.96 $505.62 1 $801.00 $718.65 ENJOY A NIGHT OF POLISH ENTERTAINMENT AND WHITE 50X BASEBALL!

2 $310.59 $281.61 2 $576.18 $518.22 2 $821.79 $737.01

3 $317.97 $288.18 3 $590.94 $531.36 3 $843.39 $756.45 Order specially prced Hokets and pre-game fan parade vouchers through the PROUSA

4 $325.62 $295.02 4 $606.24 $545.04 4 $865.80 $776.16 Palib-themed Whits Sas hmt with svery fieist puechas)

5 $333.45 $301.95 5 $621.90 $558.90 5 $888.75 $796.68

6 $341.55 $309.15 6 $638.10 $573.30 6 $912.51 $817.74 # —

7 $349.92 $316.62 7 $654.84 $588.24 7 $937.08 $839.34 Don’t wait order L tickets tﬂdl\l’r

8 $358.56 $324.27 8 $672.12 $603.54 8 $962.19 $861.75

9 $367.47 $332.10 9 $689.94 $619.20 9 $988.38 $884.70

10 $376.65 $340.20 10 $708.30 $635.40 10 $1,015.11 $908.46

11 $386.10 $348.57 11 $727.20 $652.14 11 $1,042.65 $933.03 \
12 $395.73 $357.21 12 $746.46 $669.42 12 $1,071.00 $958.14 3 s ¥ { T &

3 $40563 | $366.03 3 $766.26 | 5687.06 13| $1,099.89 | $984.06 AR ) s ORDER TICKETS:
14 $415.71 $375.12 14 $786.42 $705.24 14 $1,129.32 | $1,010.79 ) Ty PRCUA Fraternal Department
15 $425.88 $384.39 15 $806.76 $723.78 15 $1,159.02 | $1,037.52 = il [ ~in y ! B (773} 782-1601 or

16 $436.05 $393.66 16 $827.10 $742.32 16 $1,188.72 | $1,064.79 F 4 ' o o} i 4 Fraternal-Depariment @ o ua.org
17 $446.04 $403.20 17 $847.08 $761.40 17 $1,218.15 | $1,092.60 z - - i

18 $456.21 $412.92 18 $867.42 $780.84 18 $1,247.85 $1,121.22 1= LOAWER BON SEATS - §15.76

{Pegratrrty S 18- 5537

All applications subject to underwriting and must be postmarked by October 31, 2022.

. . Dirdgrs st be placed by
*Standard non-tobacco rates, include 10% discount. TUESDAY, MAY 31, 2022

For more information, please contact your local PRCUA Sales Representative
or the Home Office: Marge Grzeszczuk

(773) 782-2644 * sales@prcua.org

R‘
\ ...protecting Ls# through all its stages!

PRCUAL:fe' e O -
J PR{:UAL\'&L;} Fur-rnurl! information, visit PRCUA.org/whitesox
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FREE OF CHARGE TO PRCUA MEMBERS!
— with free shipping up to 5 copies —

PRCUALX

af ml;t“:l.l“:;:ﬂlwﬂ b
(i

o <o <Lle <Gl <0Ne <
5858:58:58:58
ille, <o <Ce. <L LGN
[k e e
¥ [ PP S— -
5. T e e e ks W
A 2T 20 30 30
__ FREE to PRCUA members
w:ti{mg shipp!rlrg for thte f'usr-{mguirg

'PMA|Paderewski

$3 each plus
$3 shipping for one-$1 each add'l

FREE with 33 shipping
for the first book
%1 for each additional book

FoLk COSTUMES/OF POLAND ;

-

B 4

PRCUALL

OVER THE EAR ADJUSTABLE

Face Masks

2 Designs Available!

VoL, Ii
|

$10 each

Free shipping up to 5 masks

W @ $15plus
- $2 shipping each

W

=

b

=

RED,
WHITE
& BLUE

To order, contact the PRCUA Marketing Department with your order information; (773) 782-2630 — or — marketing@prcua.org — OR -
pay online at PRCUA.org (scroll down on main page) — or — complete the form below and mail (with your check payable to PRCUA) to:
PRCUA Marketing Dept., 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642

ITEM DESCRIPTION PRICE QUANTITY mgggggﬂgl,,r,gg[cqggntm JOTAL COST
2022 PRCUA CALENDAR EREE FREE SHIPPING UP TO 5 COPIES FREE
POLISH AND AMERICAN TREASURES OF NATURE {OVER 5 COPRIES CALL FOR SHIFRING COST)

THE PADEREWSKI ROOM $3EACH X L $3SHIPPINGFORFIRSTBOOK |

OF THE POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA EOOK §1 SHIPPING FOR EACH ADD'L BOOK

PROMOTING POLISH CULTURE EREE FREE SHIPPING FOR FIRST BOOK EREE
A HISTORY OF PRCUA SCHOOLS AND GROUPS (ADDYL COPIES CALL FOR SHIPPING COST)

PRCcUALife FOLK COSTUMES OF POLAND - vot. 1i EREE + $3 SHIPPING FOR FIRST BOOK  _

COLORING BOOK L $1 SHIPPING FOR EACH ADD'LBOOK 7

SHARING OUR BEST- ' B

O FRCUA ARMIVERARY COCRE R OF PRCUAMEMBERS |  $15 EACH X +  S2SHPPNGEACHBOOK =

PRCUALife FACE MASKS : RED FREE SHIPPING UPTO 5 MASKS

BLUE o RED, WHITE & BLUE $10EACH X WJ‘> ﬂ"‘? (OVER 5 MASKS CALL FOR SHIPPING COST)

TOTAL AMOUNT
ENCLOSED

MAME
ADDRESS
CITY STATE ZIP

PHOME

EMAIL

22201 -ORDFRM-NP



LOOK WHAT’S NEW FOR GOLF ‘22
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69t PRCUA National Golf Tournament

Hosted by PRCUA Society #1368 - Sterling Heights, Ml - July 22-23

MAPLE LANE GOLF COURSE
33203 Maple Lane Dr.

Sterling Heights, M1 48312
www.maplelanegolf.com

LODGING

Holiday Inn & Suites

30000 Van Dyke Ave.

Warren, MI 48093

Reservations: 586-573-7600 by June 21st
Special PRCUA Rate: $119/night plus taxes

WELCOME GATHERING

July 22, 6:00-11:00 p.m.

Holiday Inn & Suites

30000 Van Dyke Ave.

Warren, MI 48093

Mona Lisa Room

Free beer and appetizers included

NETWORKING & AWARDS BANQUET

Maple Lane Golf Course

33203 Maple Lane Dr.

Sterling Heights, M| 48312

Banquet is free for all attendees.

Tournament winners will be announced. Dinner served at 7 p.m.
Open Bar (beer & wine)

GOLF TOURNAMENT
~ Shotgun Start: 1 p.m.
~ Four-Person Scramble
~ Contests: Closest to the pin, longest drive
~ Categories:
e Ladies’ 4-person teams
e Men’s 4-person teams
e Mixed (2 men, 2 women)
e Seniors, 70 and over (men, women, mixed)
~ Lunch provided for all golfers

TOURNAMENT SCRAMBLE RULES

On every hole, each team member may hit a tee shot. The team determines
the best shot and then all team members hit from that location. This proce-
dure is repeated until the ball is holed out. A team score is recorded and the
team moves to the next hole.

WWW.PRCUA.ORG/SPORTS

“A trophy carries dust. Memories last forever.”
— Mary Lou Retton

67" PRCUA NATIONAL
SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

Hosted by Zajaczek Dance Ensemble
August 19-20, 2022 | Warren, Ml

PRCUA
Lite 'I"‘-_'._Jrnﬂu.-: Annuiti =/

LOCATION
The 67th PRCUA National Softball Tournament will be held Friday and Sat-
urday, August 19-20, at Halmich Park

=

LODGING

Out-of-town players and guest accommodations will be at Holiday Inn
Express, 8515 Fifteen Mile Rd., Sterling Heights. Room rates per night are:
King Standard, $109.99/night plus taxes; King Suite or 2 Queen Double,
$129.99/night plus taxes. Make your room reservation as soon as possible
by calling (582) 272-2300 before July 29 and mentioning PRCUA.

CATHOLIC MASS
e St. Anne Catholic Church, 32000 Mound Rd, Warren; Saturday @
5pm, Sunday @ 8:45 am
e St. Blase Catholic Church, 12151 Fifteen Mile Rd; Sterling Heights,
Saturday @ 4 pm, Sunday @ 11 am

TOURNAMENT RULES

All players must be PRCUA members in good standing. Each player may
only sign one roster and must submit a Waiver of Liability form for 2022.
Players must agree to abide by the PRCUA rules and regulations of good
sportsmanship and fair play on and off the playing fields.

TOURNAMENT HOSTS
PRCUA Zajgczek Dance Ensemble
Chairperson: Colleen Bonkowski

EVENT SCHEDULE
Friday, August 19
e 6 pm — Co-ed games begin
e 7-9:30 pm — Welcome Gathering at Metro Bar and Grill, 30860 Ryan
Rd, Warren. Complimentary nacho bar, beer and wine from
8-9:30 pm.
Saturday, August 20
e 9am- Men’s and women’s games begin
e 11 am-1 pm — Lunch served at the fields
e 6 pm-12 am — Awards Banquet at Century Banquet Center,
33204 Maple Lane Dr, Sterling Heights. No cost for players; guests
pay $15/person. Everyone must confirm attendance at the banquet
by August 11: Colleen Bonkowski, zajaczekschool@yahoo.com or
(586) 219-1982.

TOURNAMENT ENTRY

Completed entry form must be returned to the Home Office with a $50 entry
fee per team. Make checks payable to PRCUA Softball and email or mail to
the PRCUA Fraternal Department, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, IL 60642
and pay online at www.prcua.org/payonline. All entries must be submitted
by July 22, 2022. Additional info: fraternal-event@prcua.org or 773-782-
2601.

All tournament players must be
PRCUA members in good standing.

Not a member? Call (800) 772-8632 or visit

PRCUA.org for membership information.
Applications for membership must be received by July 22, 2022.

www.PRCUA.org/sports

-
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE MAY 3RD POLISH
CONSTITUTION CELEBRATIONS IN CHICAGO

After a two-year break caused by the COVID-
19 pandemic, Polish Americans again celebrated
Polish Diaspora Day, Polish Flag Day, and the
231st anniversary of the Polish Constitution of
1791, previously observed in Chicago.

The PRCUA Executive Officers and National
Directors had a very busy week representing the
Union at many events organized on the ocassion
of the above observances.

On May 2, PRCUA James Robaczewski, Vice
President Micheline Jaminski, Secretary-Treasurer
Agnieszka Bastrzyk, and District #7 Director
Joanna Cholewinski attended the ceremonial rais-
ing of the Polish flag at Daley Plaza. The celebra-
tion was organized by the Alliance of Polish Clubs
in the USA (Zwigzek Klubéw Polskich w USA) and
the Consulate General of the Republic of Poland
in Chicago. Alan Krashesky (news anchor and re-
porter at ABC 7 Chicago), who was named the
2022 Grand Marshal of the May 3rd Parade, raised
the flag while Natalia Kawalec sang the Polish and
American national anthems to the accompaniment
of the 144th Army Band of the Illinois Army Na-
tional Guard. The ceremony was attended by city,
county and state dignitaries, representatives of the
Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in
Chicago and Polish Parliament, and delegates of
the Ukrainian Consulate in Chicago and Ukrain-
ian organizations.

On Monday evening, President Robaczewski,
Vice President Jaminski, Directors Anna Krysinski
and Joanna Cholewinski and Narod Polski Ex-
ecutive Editor Lidia Kowalewicz attended a recep-

I | tion held at the Consulate
General of the Republic of
Poland in Chicago. The
event began with remarks
given by Consul Matgo-
rzata Bak-Guzik, followed
by the presentation of
awards to the winners of
the Wybitny Polak za granicq
(Outstanding Pole Abroad)
competition.  Krzysztof
Przybyla, president of the
Fundacja Polskiego Godta
Promocyjnego Teraz Polska

Consul Malgoriata
Bak-Guzik addressing
guests at the event

Presentation of awards at the Polish Consulate

(Foundation of the Polish Promotional Emblem
Teraz Polska) presented the awards to Wiadystaw
Pawlikowski, Fr. Marek Smotka, Dr. Kornelia
Krél, Tomasz Wojdyla, Daniel Pogorzelski, Ma-
rian Bryja, Natalia Kawalec and Congressman Raja
Krishnamoorthi. The program ended with musical
performances by the Air National Guard Band of
the Midwest and the Ukrainian vocal trio Trioda
from Tarnopol. The event was attended by del-
egations from several consular posts in Chicago.

On Saturday, May 7, On Saturday, May 7,
President Robaczewski and Vice President Ja-
minski, along with many dignitaries, gathered at
the Tadeusz Kosciuszko Monument in downtown
Chicago for the annual wreath-laying ceremony.
Those present included Matgorzta Bak-Guzik and
Agata Grochowska; representatives of the Polish
government Deputy Marshal of the Sejm of the Re-
public of Poland Matgorzata Gosiewska; Polish
Senators Halina Bieda and Ryszard Majer,
Member of the Polish Parliament Joanna Fabisiak;
President of LOT Polish Airlines Rafal Milczarski;
state representatives and delegates of major Polish
organizations.

Immediately after the ceremony, the partici-
pants attended a breakfast gathering held prior to
the start of the Constitution Day Parade. President
James Robaczewski, Vice President Micheline Ja-
minski, PRCUA Adult Culture Group President
Edward Muszalski, together with PRCUA's Cin-
derella Natalia Bafia and Prince Charming Marcel
Duda, along with runners-up Weronika
Kaczmarczyk and Jakub Niedzielski, attended the
event.

The annual Polish Constitution Day Parade
began at 11:30 a.m on Columbus Drive in down-
town Chicago. The parade’s motto was “Freedom
and Peace for All!” (Wolnoé¢ i Pokdj dla Swiata). The
honorary patronage over the parade was accepted
by Elzbieta Witek, the Speaker of the Sejm of the
Republic of Poland, who was represented at the
parade by Deputy Marshal Matgorzata Go-
siewska.

The parade was lead by Grand Marshal Alan
Krashesky, Honorary Marshal Archbishop of
Biatystok Most Rev. J6zef Guzdek, Deputy Mar-

W
President James Robaczewski, Vice President Micheline
Jaminski with husband Richard and PMA President Richard
Owsiany enjoying the musical program at the Consulate

Flag raising ceremony at Daley Plaza
shal - Health Care Workers and First Responders,
Chicago Mayor Lori Lightfoot, Illinois Treasurer
Michael Frerichs, Chief Judge of the Cook County
District Court Timothy Evans, Alderman Ariel Re-
boyras, Judge of the Illinois Appellate Court for
the First District Aurelia Pucinski, and a few other
city and state officials, and guests from Poland:
Deputy Speaker of the Sejm Matgorzata Go-
siewska, Senators Halina Bieda and Ryszard
Majer, member of the Polish Parliament Joanna Fa-
bisiak, and a delegation from the Podkarpacie re-
gion: the voivodship deputy speaker Ewa Draus,
the chairman of the Sejmik Jerzy Borcz and coun-
cilors Joanna Bril and Jacek Magdon, followed by
the 2022 Parade Queen Julia Baranek, Honorary
Marshal Romuald Matuszczak, and 2022 Miss
World Karolina Bielawska.

After the national anthems were sung, Consul
Matgorzata Bak-Guzik read a letter from the Pres-
ident of the Republic of Poland Andrzej Duda, and
remarks were given by the Deputy Marshal of the
Sejm, the Mayor of Chicago, the grand marshal
and other dignitaries.

PRCUA units were led by President James Ro-
baczewski and his wife Elaine, Vice President Mi-
cheline Jaminski and her husband Richard,
Secretary-Treasuer Agnieszka Bastrzyk, Directors
Ewa Cholewinski (D-7) and Myron Cislo (D-8), Di-
rector of Marketing Elzbieta Sawczuk, followed
by: PRCUA Adult Culture Group with President
Edward Muszalski, 2022 Cinderella and Prince
Charming and runners-up, Polonia Polish Song
and Dance Ensemble, St. John Paul II Polish Lan-
guage School and Polanie Dance Ensemble, St. Ra-
phael Kalinowski Polish Language and Dance
School and Mata Polska Dancers, and Holy Cross
Polish School.

Following the parade, a grand Constitution
Day concert was held at Chopin Garden in Grant
Park, organized by the Chicago Chopin Founda-
tion and the Grant Park Conservancy.

In the evening, the annual Constitution Day
Parade banquet was held at Jolly Inn in Chicago.
President Robaczewski was asked to offer remarks
at the banquet.

A Holy Mass for the homeland was concele-
brated at Holy Trinity Church on Sunday, May 8,
by Archbishop of Bialystok Most Rev. Jozef Guz-
dek, Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago Most Rev. An-
drzej Wypych, pastor of Holy Trinity Church Fr.
Andrzej Totzke, Fr. Franciszek Florczyk from the
St. Constance Parish and Fr. Piotr Janas.
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PRCUA GWIAZDA DANCERS’
LATEST HAPPENINGS

By Nicholas J. Nowakowski
Gwiazda Secretary & 1997 Alumnus

Spring has sprung here in Mich-
igan. We've been experiencing
warmer temperatures and (fingers
crossed) won't see another snowfall
until sometime in December. The in-
creasing temps have brought increa-
sing opportunities for the PRCUA
Gwiazda Dancers to share their love
of all things folk.

On March 27, Gwiazda held its
annual spring recital at Fitzgerald
High School in Warren, MI. While all
recitals are special, this one was per-
haps a little bit more so, as it was
Gwiazda’s first recital since 2019
(with the 2020 and 2021 recitals can-
celled due to the COVID-19 pan-
demic).

After the singing of the Polish
and American national anthems by
the entire ensemble, Gwiazda was
proud to present its 2021 and 2022
graduates along with their parents,
escorts and guests. Gwiazda’s 2022
graduate was Samantha Merecki
with her guest, Max Chabowski (a
Gwiazda alumnus) and the 2021
graduates were Mikotaj Sobiesiuk
and Schyler Babicz.

After the presentation, the grad-
uates and their escorts and guests
presented a graduate waltz. The ease
and grace of their waltz truly show-

cased the years that they spent learn-
ing to dance.

Following the graduates’ waltz,
the ensemble switched to presenta-
tions of the national dances of Po-
land. Group 1 (the oldest group)
presented the polonez followed by
Groups 3 (the youngest group), 2,
and 1 all presenting the krakowiak.

Next, Gwiazda presented some
lively Polish American polkas.
Group 3 presented the Pierogi Polka,
Group 2 presented the Hamtramck
Polka, and Gwiazda alumni pre-
sented the Stodka ale psychiczna Polka.

After a brief intermission, Gwi-
azda returned to the stage to present
regional dances from Poland. Group
1 presented songs and dances from
Kaszébé, Group 2 presented songs
and dances from Slask and Group 3
presented songs and dances from
Beskid Slaski.

After another intermission
which included some great basket
raffles, Gwiazda returned to the
stage to present their finale — Beskid
Zywiecki.

After the recital, each of the
dancers received certificates of rec-
ognition for completing their year
with Gwiazda. 5-year awards were
presented to Henry Gerdan, Kasia Ja-
worski, Parker Baranski, and Char-
lotte Kayl. 10-year awards were
presented to Olivia Srodek and Nina

El-Alayli.

Thanks go to Gwiazda’s director,
choreographer, officers, costume di-
rector, and all of the parents, grand-
parents and families for all of their
efforts in making the 2022 recital a
great success.

On May 7, after a two year
COVID hiatus, the Gwiazda Dancers
returned to perform at the annual
Strawberry Festival held at St. Flo-
rian Church in Hamtramck. Straw-
berry Festival feels like a home court
advantage for the group because
many Gwiazda parents attended
school at St. Florian, or they and their
families are parishioners at St. Flo-
rian. Gwiazda presented a half-hour
program which featured Polish na-
tional and regional dances.

On the morning of May 14, se-
veral Gwiazda dancers and their
families participated in the PRCUA
Join Hands Day and assisted in
cleaning up the grounds in and
around St. Albertus church in De-
troit. A recognized historical land-
mark in the State of Michigan,
founded in 1871, St. Albertus was the
first Polish American Parish in the
Archdiocese of Detroit, and was in-
strumental in the founding of
PRCUA. In the late 1960s, before he
was pope, St. John Paul II visited St.
Albertus and said Mass there.

In the evening of May 14, the
Gwiazda Dancers, along with
PRCUA groups the Halka Dancers,
the Polskie Maki Dancers, and the
Zajaczek Dancers participated in the
annual Polish Heritage Night with

Detroit City FC in Hamtramck. We
were also thrilled to have PRCUA
National Director Colleen Bon-
kowski and PRCUA Vice President
emeritus Bob Bielenda in attendance
at the event. The match, which pitted
DCEC against Loudon FC, had Pol-
ish themed events throughout the
evening. The event began with
former Hamtramck Mayor Karen
Majewski and current Hamtramck
City  Councilperson =~ Amanda
Jaczkowski (a Zajaczek alumna) re-
ceiving the game ball. At halftime
during the match, the PRCUA dance
schools were led on to the pitch by
members of the Polish Scouting Or-
ganization (ZHP), the Polish national
anthem was played and then the
dancers performed the oberek and a
polka in front of over 5,000 fans. After
the performance, members of the
dance schools remained to see DCFC
notch a win over Loudon with a
score of 4-2.

With spring here and as we
move into summer, Gwiazda has
several events on its schedule. These
include: the annual blessing of the
Polish folk dance ensembles, Detroit
Tigers’ Polish Heritage Night, a Me-
morial Day parade, and Polish Her-
itage Night with the United Shore
Professional Baseball League. You
can keep up to date with all of our
activities by liking us on Facebook or
following us on Twitter
(@PRCUA_Gwiazda).




Gwiazda Dancers recital
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2022 POLISH
HERITAGE QUEEN
AND PRINCESS
CONTEST

By Tom Lisiecki

On April 20, the American Polish Century
Club of Sterling Heights, MI held its 2022 Polish
Heritage Queen and Princess contest. Congratula-
tions to our PRCUA members!

* Queen - Evelyn Kasperek (2018 PRCUA
Halka Dancers Graduate and current PRCUA Za-
kopane Polish Folk Dance Ensemble member).

e DPrincess — Natalie Palencik (2021 PRCUA
Halka Dancers Graduate and current PRCUA Za-
kopane Polish Folk Dance Ensemble member).

* Ist runner up — Topanga Makowski (2019
PRCUA Polskie Maki Graduate and current
PRCUA Zakopane Polish Folk Dance Ensemble
member).

These beautiful young ladies will represent
the APCC and PRCUA over the next year at many
parades, Masses and Polish and international
events held in Southeast Michigan, with the big-
gest event being the 40th American-Polish Festival
(Macomb County’s largest festival) the weekend
of June 24-26, 2022, held at the APCC grounds at
14 Mile Rd. and Hoover.

Congratulations, ladies, thank you for keeping
your Polish heritage alive!

Tom Lisiecki with Natalie Palencik, Evelyn Kasperek
and Topanga Makowski

POLISH ROMAN
CATHOLIC UNION
.- OF AMERICA
.
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Hosted by PRCUA District 8

g‘
Sacred Heart Mass and Luncheon
Sunday, June 12, 2022, 11:00 a.m.

Our Lady of the Woods Parish
10731 W. 131t St., Orland Park IL, 60462

A luncheon will be served in Parish Hall on the lower level following the Holy Mass
Price: Adults $30.00, Children (under 10) $20.00

For reservations or information, contact Krystyna Lech at (708) 341-6781.
Reservations must be made by: Monday, June 6, 2022
B e
Make checks payable to: PRCUA District 8
Send payments to Krystyna Lech, 12551 Palos West Dr., Palos Park IL, 60464
lech.krystyna@gmail.com

Name:

Address:

E-Mail:

Telephone:

Enclosed: $ for Tickets @$30.00 and Tickets @ $20.00
1. 6.

2. 7.

3. 8.

4, 9.

5. 10.

PRCUA MOURNS THE LOSS OF PAST VICE PRESIDENT DOLORES SPEJEWSKI

(continued from pg. 1) of the PNA and the American Legion Allied Post 369. She was also an avid bowler,
loved bingo, and loved the casinos.

The funeral Mass for Mrs. Spejewski was celebrated by Rev. Charles W. Niblick on Thursday, May
26 at St. Maria Goretti Church in Dyer, IN, and followed by interment at Holy Cross Cemetery, Calumet
City, IL.

Mrs. Spejewski is survived by her three children: Sharon Laska of New York, NY, Brian (Louise)
Spejewski of Munster, and Amy (Joe) Kelleher of Tucson, AZ; one granddaughter, Staci Hampton; and
three great-grandchildren: Ben, Alex and Luke Cravens; numerous nieces; and nephews. She was pre-
ceded in death by her husband, Joseph Spejewski; her brothers: Tony (Cleo) Brainer and Raymond
(Celia) Brainer; brother-in-law and sister-in-law: Mary (Tony) Kolodziej and John (Helen) Spejewski;
and niece, Joan Reczek.

PRCUA President James Robaczewski and Vice President Micheline Jaminski attended the funeral
service, along with Nardd Polski Executive Editor Lidia Kowalewicz, and Executive Assistant to the Sec-
retary-Treasuer Mary Jane Robles, who also served as assistant to Mrs. Spejewski for 6 years. Also in
attendance were former District 9 Director Richard Sobillo, past past Nardd Polski Executive Editor Ka-
thryn Romani and some members of District 9.

Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon her. May she rest in peace.
Please remember Mrs. Spejewski and her family in your prayers.



ZAJACZEK DANCE ENSEMBLE

NEWS

By Barb Ozog, Secretary
Zajaczek Dance Ensemble

The weather was perfect for Za-
jaczek's Awards Banquet held at
Dodge Park in Sterling Heights. Za-
jaczek dads Brian Bonkowski and
Christopher Ozog prepared dinner
for the dancers and their families: hot
dogs with chili sauce, macaroni and
cheese, salad, and chips. For dessert,
there were cookies and a special
treat, the Kona Ice truck!

Awards were given to dancers

for perfect attendance, being a new
dancer and participating in our trav-
eling t-shirt contest from last
summer. Colleen Bonkowski chal-
lenged the dancers to wear their
dance t-shirts when traveling and
sending pictures showing off their
dance pride. Awards were also given
to dancers for 5, 10, and 15-years of
dancing. Congratulations to all the
dancers on another year of dancing.
We look forward to the summer per-
formances coming up!

15-years award recipients

10-years award recipients

Brian Bonkowski and Christopher Ozog

POLISH CONSTITUTION DAY
AT ST. MARY SCHOOL OF
ORCHARD LAKE, MICHIGAN

By Robert Bielenda

Attending the 231st anniversary
of the Polish Constitution celebration
were Bob Bielenda, PRCUA Vice
President Emeritus and his wife
Eleanor.

Ann Bankowski, president of the
Polish American Congress of Michi-
gan, hosted the program and intro-
duced Dr. John Radzilowski, who
gave the history of the 1791 Polish
Constitution. The Governance Act
states “In the name of God, One in
the Holy Trinity. Stanistaw August,
by the grace of God and the will of
the people King of Poland and
Grand Duke of Lithuania, Ruthenia,
Prussia, Mazowsze, Zmudz [Samogi-
tia], Kiev, Wotyn [Volhynia], Podole,
Podlasie, Livonia, Smolensk, Severia
and Chernihiv, together with the
confederated estates in dual number
representing the Polish people.”

Dr. Radzilowski will assume the

duties of the Director of the Polish
Institute of Culture and Research at
Orchard Lake.

A Polish Mass followed the pro-
gram at the Chapel of St. John Paul
II.

Eleanor and Robert Bielenda
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83R° PRCUA NATIONAL
BOWLING TOURNAMENT

By Valerie Brumm
2022 Bowling Coordinator

The 83rd Annual PRCUA Na-
tional Bowling Tournament was
more than a success this year. It was
a testimony to the strength of our
community and the perseverance of
great traditions. At the center of this
wonderful event was Host Society
#162, Sacred Heart of Jesus, which
provided outstanding venues and
amazing support to ensure everyone
had a good time. Bowling events
were all held inside America’s largest
bowling alley, Thunderbowl Lanes
of Southgate, Michigan. Social events
were conveniently presented at the
PRCU Lounge and Banquet Center
in Wyandotte, MI. Delicious food
from Mary Ann Rogowski and music
by The New Brass Express kept ev-
eryone well fed and entertained. We

LW Ay f e

are all indebted to #162 President
Stan Pasko and his team of dedicated
volunteers. Their time, enthusiasm
and hard work resulted in another
memorable fraternal experience.
The official opening ceremony
was held on Saturday, April 23rd,
prior to the beginning of the team
event. Anna Toboy, the youngest
bowler at this year’s tournament,
proudly belted out an acapella ver-
sion of both the Polish and American
national anthems. President James
Robaczewski did an outstanding job
welcoming all bowlers. In the ab-
sence of Vice President Micheline
“Misia” Jaminski, who could not at-
tend due to health concerns, Secre-
tary-Treasurer Agnieszka Bastrzyk
recognized all of the current and past
PRCUA officers and directors in at-
tendance. The prestigious Joe Os-
manski 2021 Bowler of the Year

MIRE Fam
. THE BALLE |
AND IEEn

award and jacket were presented to
Shirley Taraszkiewicz (Society #162).
Sto Lat and congratulations, Shirley!
After the conclusion of the opening
ceremonies, attention shifted to Pres-

James Robaczewski and Valerie
Brumm presenting the Bowler of the
Year jacket to Shirley Taraszkiewicz

2022
Bowling
Coordi-

nator
Valerie
Brumm

ident Robaczewski as he rolled out
the first ball. If bets were made on
Jim’s pin count, I hope the under
paid well.

(cont. on pg. 16)

i Preéident Robaczewski with
Soc. #162 President Stan Pasko

Fraternal
Department
Coordinator

Conrad
Wiecek
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83RD PRCUA NATIONAL
BOWLING TOURNAMENT

(cont. from pg. 14)
In total, there were 210 bowlers

who participated in the team events
and 133 bowlers in singles/doubles
from five states: Illinois, Florida,
Ohio, Pennsylvania and of course,
Michigan. Many thanks to all partic-

Special recognition to Fraternal De-
partment Coordinator Conrad Wie-
cek. We are lucky and thankful to
have his patience and attention to de-
tail.

As for the tournament results,
the winners of each event are as fol-
lows:

WOMEN’S HANDICAP SINGLES:
Christy White

Jamie Cantrell and Kim Branch
WOMEN’'S HANDICAP TEAM: Just
Having - Kelly Salatowski, Heather
Kasprzyk, Kristyn Belles, Kim Harris
WOMEN’S HANDICAP ALL
EVENTS: Kim Harris

MEN’S HANDICAP SINGLES: Dan-
iel McDonough

MEN’S HANDICAP DOUBLES: Joe
Groat and Jimmy Gilewski

Relatives - John Godin, Shawn Ka-
puscinski, Brenden Cooper, Paul
Godin Sr, Paul Godin Jr

MEN’S HANDICAP ALL EVENTS:
Jason Cantrell

(Note: Kudos to Valerie Brumm on
her “maiden voyage” as Bowling Co-
ordinator. Her expertise, profession-
alism and diligence were duly noted

ipants, volunteers and contributors!
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WOMEN’S HANDICAP DOUBLES:
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MEN’s HANDICAP TEAM:

The and greatly appreciated.)

Secretary-Treasurer Agnieszka Bastrzyk recognizing current and past PRCUA officers and directors in attendance

FUNDRAISERS
TO HELP UKRAINE

Since the beginning of the war in Ukraine, a
number of fundraisers have been established to
provide aid to the victims in war zones and Uk-
rainian refugees in Poland.

The First Lady of the Republic of Poland,
Agata Kornhauser-Duda, who visited Chicago in
May, appealed for further help for Ukraine and
the refugees, asking Polish Americans to support
the action initiated by the Chancellery of the Pre-
sident of the Republic of Poland:

Help Ukraine

The Chancellery of the President of the Re-
public of Poland continues the "Aid to Poles in the
East" campaign, organized since 2016 under the
patronage of the Presidential Couple.

Due to the hostilities in Ukraine, the Cam-

paign has been extended to include humanitarian
aid for Ukrainian citizens and persons of Polish
origin.

A monetary donation for this purpose can be
made via the governmental foundation, "Aid to
Poles in the East" to one of the bank accounts pro-
vided below:

Account number in PLN: 12 1030 1508 0000 0008
1582 0002

Account number in EURO:
0008 1582 0037

Account number in USD: 87 1030 1508 0000 0008
1582 0010

Swift Account: CITIPLPX

Bank transfer title: Donation for victims of the
war in Ukraine.

Campaign of the Chancellery of the President
of the Republic of Poland.

Address: "Aid to Poles in the East" Founda-
tion, 10A Jazdow St., 00-467 Warsaw.

Thank you for your kindness and invaluable help!

37 1030 1508 0000

Another fundraising campaign has been or-
ganized by the Polish Army Veterans Association
of America (PAVA), a mutual aid organization of
former Polish soldiers, operating continuously
since 1921, headquartered in the Polish Veterans
Home in New York, NY.

All donations will be greatly appreciated.
PAVA is a 501 (c) (3) organization, so donations are
tax deductible.

Wire transfers can be sent to:

Flushing Bank

Routing and Transit Number: 226070474

Memo: “Ukraine Relief Fund”

Checks can be sent to:

PAVA Foundation Inc.

119 East 115th Street

New York, NY 10003

Please make checks payable to: PAVA FOUNDA-
TION INC. Memo: “Ukraine Relief Fund”

IS IT SAFE TO VISIT POLAND

IN 20227

By Robert Strybel,
Warsaw Correspondent

The COVID-19 pandemic has dis-
rupted a great many things, not ex-
cluding the cultural life and social
activities of our Polonia. Although
tourism to Poland came to a stand-
still in 2020, already last year it began

rebounding. This year the number of
PolAms visiting their ancestral
homeland is expected to increase.
But what about Russia’s invasion of
Poland’s next-door neighbor Uk-
raine? Here are some things to con-
sider:

MOST COVID RESTRICTIONS

LIFTED: The decline of new cases

has prompted Poland’s health au-

thorities to withdraw most pan-
demic restrictions as of May 1st,

2022:

- Face masks need not be worn
in public except for hospitals
and other medical facilities.

- Proof of  vaccination no
longer needs to be presented
when crossing the border into
Poland.

- Quarantine, isolation or isola-
tion at home as well as sub

mission to mandatory quaran-
tine after crossing the border
into Poland are no longer re-
quired.

- A diagnostic test for COVID-
19 when crossing the border
into Poland from countries
outside the European Union’s
Schengen area, including the
U.S. and Canada, is no longer
required.
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Welcome to the Gateway to
Summer — the glorious month of
June! If May is synonymous with
Mother’s Day, communions and
graduations, then so is June with
Father’s Day, weddings, and barbe-
cues! The official start of summer is
June 21, but the summer feeling has
arrived and oh, what a feeling it is! I
hope that each and every one of you
take the time to truly enjoy this
summer — basking in the sun, soak-
ing up all the natural Vitamin D,
being a little bit lazy and just doing
the things that bring you joy! Al-
though it only seems that the winter
season drags on and summer never
seems long enough... give yourself
permission to fully experience its
power. As is true of all things won-
derful, they always seem to pass by
too quickly.

Speaking of passing by too
quickly — April is a blur and May
continues to challenge and yet both
months were full of lovely moments
and events. Permit me to reflect on
them. Richard and I travelled to
Michigan to celebrate the “pandemic
delayed” golden anniversary concert
of the Tatry Dance School (Director
Galil Esker, choreographer Karen Lu-
biarz) and stopped by the 64th an-
nual dance recital of the Opole Dance
School (Director Beth Thacker, cho-
reographer Donna Skurski). At the
former, 36 alumni joined the current
Tatry dancers on stage much to the
enthusiastic response of the au-
dience. The emotions at such mile-
stones, as with every jubilee concert,
run high, but for Gail Esker, this one
was quite personal as her daughter,
Leah, was one of the Tatry graduates;
this was her first recital as director
and it would honor the years of ded-

The Open Door
Otwarte Drzwi

Micheline “Misia” Jaminski
Vice President | wiceprezes
micheline-jaminski@preua.org

ication of her predecessor, Rose Ann
Lackey, who was in the audience
with her husband and family. For
Karen Lubiarz, it was equally emo-
tional - the alumni were all her
former students. Congratulations to
Gail, to Karen on her 33 years of
teaching, to Kaitlyn Belcher-Gordon
as assistant instructor for 15 years,
and to all the dancers — past and
present — for a job well done! See ar-
ticle in May issue of the Nardd Polski.

As for the Opole Dance Recital,
my dear friend, Donna Skurski, who
celebrated her golden anniversary as
a choreographer and dance instruc-
tor last year and her former
student/current School Director, Eliz-
abeth Thacker, celebrating 15 years
as the director, once again, rose to the
challenge and presented a lovely per-
formance. Congratulations ladies
and dancers on another successful

dance year and program. I would
like to acknowledge the attendance
of the National Directors from the

Beth Thacker, Valerie Brumm, Donna Skurski
with Opole Graduates

Colleen Bonkowski, Micheline Jaminski,
Donna Skurski and Beth Thacker

Opole Dancers at 64th recital

Michigan District, Colleen Bon-
kowski and Valerie Brumm, as well
as past national director, Thomas Li-
siecki, at one or both of these recitals.

During this same weekend, as
the treasurer of the Polish American
Congress, I met with the president of
the PAC Michigan Division, Ann
Bankowski, to accept funds collected
by the division for the Polonia for
Ukraine campaign. The PAC Michi-
gan Division joined the efforts of the
Polish Roman Catholic Union, the
Polish National Alliance, the Polish
Falcons and many others under the
umbrella of the PAC to collect a
quarter million dollars for the cause.
Thank you to all and special thanks
to our PRCUA friends and family,
who alone collected close to $35,000.
The funds were distributed to the
Ukrainian Council on Aid and the
Polish Red Cross.

On April 7, the Polish American
Chamber of Commerce hosted its
After Hours Gathering at the PMA,
sponsored by the PRCUA. Iwona Fil-
ipiak is the PACC President and our
very own Sec-Treas. Agnieszka Bas-
trzyk is the PACC VP of Internal Af-
fairs. The evening was a networking
event featuring informative dia-
logue, camaraderie and Polish hospi-
tality.

For some reason, this has been a
more challenging year than usual, for
me, at least — no doubt, the aftermath
of the last two years, but also the un-
certainty of its continued effect on
our day-to-day lives. In any event,
the efforts of the Michiganders I met
with during this first weekend in
April inspired me to take a leap of
faith. In the end, the action taken met
with impressive results, but exposed
Richard and me to Covid and that
deprived us of celebrating Easter
with the family, partaking in the
birthday bash for Secretary-Treas-
urer Agnieszka Bastrzyk, attending
the PRCUA Bowling Tournament
and District 9’s Swieconka. The doc-
tor was right — it was not a cold, al-
lergies or a sinus infection. I write
this not for pity, but for awareness.
When in doubt, check it out, take it
easy and stay home!

As I mentioned, the 83rd Na-
tional PRCUA Bowling Tournament
was held from April 22-24, hosted by
the incomparable Stan Pasko (Presi-
dent) and his amazing team from
PRCU 162. The article and photos on
p- 12-14 will fill you in on all the de-
tails. Congratulations to Shirley Tar-

aszkiewicz from PRCU 162, this
year’s Joe Osmanski Bowler of the
Year. Shirley’s first PRCUA Bowling
Tournament was in 1969 in St. Louis.
I want to make special mention of the
fact that this tournament was a first
for both Valerie Brumm as Bowling
Coordinator and Conrad Wiecek as
Fraternal Coordinator. I heard that
they did a magnificent job in keeping
“the ball rolling.” Ania Toboy was
the youngest bowler at this event
also also shared her vocal talents by
singing the national anthems. It
would be remiss of me if I did not
mention the most seasoned bowler,
Theodore Mack, 90 years young. I
understand that my “bowling coach”
Sally Klamerus came to the tourna-
ment. It was very nice of former
PRCUA President Joseph Drobot Jr.
to bring her. I am so sorry I missed
you both. I am so sorry I missed all
the great bowlers and their fans.
Thank you to both President Roba-
czewski and Sec.-Treas. Bastrzyk for
filling in for me in the opening cere-
monies, to the bowlers for participat-
ing and to all who made 2022
Bowling a huge success! Personal
thanks to my bowling team, the Pink
Ladies - Colleen Bonkowski, Basia
Toboy, Marcia Pilkiewicz, Agnieszka
Bastrzyk and, my replacement, Ania
Toboy - for remembering me during
the photo op (they facetimed me and
included me in the team photo) and
also for the get well gifts that were
waiting for me when I returned to
the office. You ladies are the best!.

The PRCUA Swieconka held on
April 24 was postponed twice, much
to the frustration of National Direc-
tor of District 9 Elizabeth Sadus, but
it was worth the wait. Beth Sadus
never disappoints and neither does
her committee, which is mainly com-
prised of the talented and creative in-
dividuals of the St. Rafat Kalinowski
Polish School (Monika Otworowski,
President) and Agata Wilgocki (Ar-
tistic Director and Choreographer of
the Mata Polska dance group). The
dancers have risen to the challenge
thanks to the efforts of Pani Agata,
who enhanced her knowledge of Po-
lish folk dances by completing the 4-
year Choreographers Course in
Rzeszéw in 2019 adding her deter-
mination, skills and ingenuity. Keep
an eye on this powerhouse — she is
destined for success! Congratula-
tions to all for a job well done!

April concluded with the 53rd
Annual Dance Recital of the Rogalin



Dance Troupe. Congratulations to
Lisa Kret-Brandt on her 5th Anniver-
sary as School Director, choreogra-
phers Janet Vilag and Barbara
Raczynski-Toboy, and all the dancers
for another successful recital!

On May 1, the Wesoty Lud Pol-
ish Folk Dance Company and the
Southwest Center of Polish Song and
Dance commemorated their 45th and
35th Anniversaries respectively with
a concert celebrating 80 years of Po-
lish dancing on the stage of Mother
McAuley Theater in Chicago. Details
and photos will follow in the July
issue of the Narod Polski, but for now,
permit me to share my thoughts as
the founder and past artistic director
and choreographer of both. The last
45 years of Wesoty Lud and, to some
extent, Southwest Center as well,
have been like riding a roller coaster.
The highs are exhilarating, the lows
challenging. This concert was a chal-
lenging high and I could not be
prouder of the different generations
of dancers, their teachers, SWCPSD
director Anna Kraszewski-Winkler,
emcee Niki Bencik-Turkiewicz, and,
of course, the Artistic Director and
Choreographer of both, Richard Ja-
minski. Thank you for all the ad-
ditional happy memories. (Special
thanks to my earth angels — Elzbieta
Sawczuk, Anne Moschopoulos, Lisa
Terlecki and Conrad Wiecek, who
served as an unofficial committee). I
wore several hats that day, including
the personal ones of wife, mom,
sister, aunt, and BABCIA. PRCUA
gave me (and so many others) an op-
portunity to connect our family
members with our passion for Polish
culture through dance and song. I
applaud each and every person who
embraces their Polish pride through
their thoughts, words and deeds —
even if the words are in English only.
You are Polish and proud. Thank
you to Consul Agata Grochowska
from the Polish Consulate in Chi-
cago; Sec.-Treas. Bastrzyk; National
Directors Ewa Cholewinski (D-7), Liz
Dynowski (D-8) and Mirek Cislo (D-
8) and former Resident Vice Pres-
ident Anna Sokolowski for attending
this event and to President Robac-
zewski for his video message. Con-
gratulations to all the dancers and
those that made this show another
one for the books!

Also on May 1, but in Michigan,
the Polskie Maki Dancers had their
recital guests dust off their passports
as they took a trip throughout Po-

land - all from the comfort of their
seats. Through dance and song, they
brought the various regions of the
homeland to the stage. Kudos to
School Director Maria Jalkiewicz,
Choreographer Kelly Malinowski,
and all the dancers!

It was full steam ahead from
May 1 until the evening of May 10 as
the Polish American community
celebrated Polish holidays including
the Polish Constitution of May 3,
1791. President Robaczewski was in
Parma, OH on May 1 participating in
the Polish Constitution Day parade
at the invitation of PRCUA National
Director Mitch Bienia (D-6). As a
proud sponsor of the festivities,
PRCUA did its part to help the PAC-
Ohio Division revitalize after the
pandemic and establish a scholar-
ship fund at the Polonia Foundation.

May 2 found the PRCUA Ex-
ecutive Officers and Director D-7
Cholewinski at Daley Center in
downtown Chicago celebrating Pol-
ish Flag Day and Polish Diaspora
Day with a flag raising and program.
On the evening of the same day,
Consul Matgorzata Bak-Guzik of the
Polish Consulate in Chicago hosted
a reception in honor of the May 3rd
Polish Constitution Day featuring a
special concert by the Air National
Guard Band of the Midwest. PRCUA

was represented by President Robac-
zewski, Directors Cholewinski and
Krysinski, Narod Polski Editor Lidia
Kowalewicz, Richard and me.

i " n ‘ e
J. Kopec, A. Bastrzyk, J. Robaczewski,

M. Jaminski, A. Krashesky (Parade Marshal),
and A. Pucinski

2022 marks the 225th anniver-
sary of the original lyrics to
Dabrowski’s Mazurek by Jozef Wy-
bicki and the 95th anniversary of its
official adoption as the Polish na-
tional anthem. In commemoration of
these anniversaries, the “Next Stop
History” of the Polish Institute of
National Remembrance together
with the Polish Daily News in Chi-
cago organized a singing contest “I
know and sing the Polish National
Anthem.” On May 5, the winners

were awarded first, second and third
prizes in three age categories which
were sponsored by the PRCUA,
PNA and PAC Illinois Division. Rep-
resenting the PRCUA at this event
were President Robaczewski and

Polish anthem contest

Sec.-Treas. Bastrzyk.

On Friday, May 6, I had the dis-
tinct honor of representing the
PRCUA at the 50th anniversary of
Polish Airlines LOT’s maiden voyage
from Warsaw to Chicago. The festiv-
ities were held at the Renaissance
Chicago Hotel. Hosting the event
was LOT CEO Rafat Milczarski and
Magdalena Pantelis, Director of Sales
USA and Canada. There were digni-
taries from Poland, the Consuls of
Poland and Ukraine in Chicago —
Matgorzata Bak-Guzik and Koledov
Serhiy respectively, representatives
of the Polish American organizations
and travel agencies, as well as the
LOT staff from Poland, Canada and
the U.S. An eloquent speaker, Mr.
Milczarski touched on the history of
Poland and LOT, and its connection
with Chicago. Following was

another outstanding speaker, the
Vice Marshal of the Sejm of the Re-
public of Poland, Matgorzata Go-
siewska, who related recent events in
Poland, the effects of the war in Uk-
raine and the ongoing Polish hu-
manitarian effort for the Ukrainian

F. Spula, R. Milczarski, Conéul Koledov
M. Jaminski, and A. Kuklinska

Zofia Skobel - winner of art contes'

refugees. Winners from an art
contest sponsored by LOT were
awarded round trip tickets to Po-
land. Among the three winners in
separate age categories was one of
the students from Jan Karski Polish
School sponsored by PRCUA, Zofia
Skébel. Congratulations to all three
contest winners and to LOT Polish
Airlines on this auspicious occasion.

On the same day, but, in another
part of town, President Robaczewski
and Sec.-Treas. Bastrzyk attended the
56th Annual Awards Banquet, Instal-
lation of Officers and Celebration of
Polish Constitution Day organized
by the Polish American Police Asso-
ciation of Chicago and Illinois
(Thomas A. Sieja is the current pre-
sident). The festivities took place at
the White Eagle Banquets in Niles.
The awards for Law Enforcement
Person of the Year went to Detective
Adam Wazny (Chicago PD), Officer
John Cebulski (Aurora PD), Officer
Steven Kotlewski (Bensenville PD),
Officer Kenneth Tworek (Oak Park
PD), Officer Michael Kocerka (CPD),
and posthumously to Sergeant
David Rucci (CPD). The Civilian Per-
son of the Year was awarded to the
dynamic duo of the Polish Museum
of America, Managing Director
Malgorzata Kot and President Rich-
ard Owsiany. Congratulations to
those who serve and protect our
community and the treasures of our
heritage.
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PAPA award - J. Robaczewski, M. Kot,
M. Ciesla, R. Owsiany, A. Bastrzyk

On a crisp, beautiful, and sunny
day, the Windy City lived up to its
name and provided a lovely stage for
the Polish Constitution Day Parade.
Preceding the event was a wreath
laying ceremony at the Tadeusz Kos-
ciuszko Monument by artist Kazi-
mierz Chodzinski, located in the
median of East Solidarity Drive, near
Chicago’s Shedd Aquarium and
Adler Planetarium by the lake. The
statue was sculpted in 1904 and was
originally located in Humboldt Park,
where the original parade route
would end. All in attendance were
welcomed by (continued on pg. 20)
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PNA-PAC President Frank Spula as
the event has been organized by the
PNA for many years. Polonian
leaders, politicians and dignitaries
from Poland and President James
Robaczewski were asked to say a few
words. Following this event was the
annual brunch hosted by the Chi-
cago Society of the PNA at the Hilton
Hotel with a program of well-
wishers to the Polish American com-
munity. Provided here is the photo
from the wreath laying ceremony as
a separate article and photos regard-
ing the parade and brunch are lo-
cated on p. 8-9.

The even-
ing of May 7
found the Ex-
ecutive Com-
mittee at three < 8§
separate @
events: Pres- &
identand Mrs. .2
Robaczewski |
attended the
Parade Ban-
quet at Jolly
Inn; Secretary-
Treasurer Bas-
trzyk at the
Graduation
Ball of Polish
high school sudents at Oakbrook
Drury Lane; and yours truly, at the
wedding of Wesoty Lud alumni Kac-
per Szumiec and his lovely bride, Ka-
tarzyna Niezgoda at Venuti’'s in
Addison. Photo courtesy of Irena Ga-
vaghan.

Among the festivities of the first
event (parade banquet) were re-
marks by President Robaczewski, as
well as a presentation of awards to
the winners of the art contest mark-
ing the events relating to the Polish
Constitution. PRCUA’s Marketing
Director, Elzbieta Sawczuk, who
served on the parade committee as
the PRCUA representative, was this
year’s contest coordinator, and the
awards were funded by PRCUA, the
art workshops of PatriciaArt, and the
organizing committee of the parade.
The theme of this year’s contest was

Mr. and Mrs. Kacper
Szumiec

Wreathléying at the Koéciu;ko Monument

“2022: The Year of Maria Konopnicka
and Jézef Wybicki.” Younger partic-
ipants were asked to create illustra-
tions or covers to Konopnicka's
children’s stories, and students in the
older category illustrated the words
of the Polish anthem “Poland is Not
Yet Lost,” authored by Wybicki. En-
tries were received from young
people from over a dozen schools in
metropolitan Chicago. Among the
laureates with a PRCUA connection
were Milena Antol from the Jan
Karski Polish School and Natalia
Bastrzyk from the Holy Trinity Pol-
ish School. Congratulations to the
winners and all participants as well
as to Ela Sawczuk on a great job co-
ordinating the contest! Photos cour-

Ela Sawczuk and the winners of the art
contest

President Robaczewski addressing
the banquet guests

Cinderella Natalia Bafia and Prince Charming Marcel Duda,
runners-up with J. Robaczewski, M. Jaminski, E. Muszalski
and G. Otto

Recipient of
PRCUA
Scholarship
Elizabeth
Bukowski

tesy of Andrzej Baraniak.

At the second event, the program
included the presentation of $1,000
scholarships — the PRCUA check was
gifted to Elizabeth Bukowski of St.
Fabian Polish School in Bridgeview,
IL by Sec.- Treas. Bastrzyk, and a per-
formance by the Wesoty Lud Polish
Folk Dance Company of PRCUA
(Richard Jaminski, Artistic Director
and Choreographer). The host school
of the graduation ball, a PRCUA
sponsored school, Rev. Stanistaw
Cholewinski Polish School (Kinga
Koscielniak, Principal) invited
Wesoty Lud to perform as part of its
artistic program. The dancers per-
formed suites from Eastern Krakow
and Spisz, and, as a lead-in to the so-
cial dance portion of the evening, a
Polonez joined by the dignitaries and
guests.

On Monday, May 9, the PRCUA
Officers were honored to join PMA
President Richard Owsiany, Manag-
ing Director Matgorzata Kot and
staff and welcome the delegation
from the Podkarpackie (Subcarpa-
thian) Voivodeship of Poland who
toured the museum and enjoyed a
short pause in the marathon of
events over the weekend. Our guests
included: the Vice Marshall Ewa
Draus; Chairman of the
Parliament Jerzy Borcz;

-

Jacek Magdon, Councillor and Chair-
man of the Committee for Liaison
with Poles Abroad; and Katarzyna
Gieron, from the Marshall's Office of
the Podkarpackie Region - Inter-
national Cooperation Section.

On Tuesday, May 10, the Consul
of the Republic of Poland in Chicago
Matgorzata Bak-Guzik hosted a
meeting with the First Lady of Po-
land — Agata Kornhauser-Duda, and
representatives of Polonia. Also in at-
tendance was the Secretary of State
in the Chancellery of the President of
the Republic of Poland - Adam
Kwiatkowski. The purpose of this
meeting was to acknowledge the ef-
forts of Polonia in support of the Uk-
rainian crisis and to underscore the
continuing need for additional finan-
cial assistance. Prior to this meeting,
Poland’s First Lady had a private
conversation with PAC-PNA Pres-
ident Frank Spula. Among the guests
was yours truly as PRCUA VP and
PAC Treasurer. Included in my re-
marks, I noted that PRCUA is the
oldest Polish organization in the
USA celebrating its 150th anniver-
sary in 2023 and referenced the fund-
raising campaign of the PAC under
the banner of POLONIA FOR UK-
RAINE initiated by Mr. Spula and
his staff at WPNA-FM and Polish
Daily News. Among the largest con-
tributors was the PRCUA (and [ have
all of you to thank for that) in ad-
dition to the PNA, the Polish Falcons
(Tim Kuzma, President) and the
Michigan Division of the PAC (Ann
Bankowski at the helm). This beauti-
ful act of solidarity with Ukraine,
which, under the PAC umbrella,
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Visit of Podkarpacie delegatioﬁ with PRCUA and PMA
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First Lady of Poland with MJ and PMA
united the entire Polish community
and showed one of the ongoing goals
and need for the Congress and our
Polish organizations. On behalf of
PRCUA and myself, I presented the
First Lady with a symbolic gift — a
cup and a scarf both hand-painted in
Polish-Ukrainian colors. The visit
was followed by a ceremony award-
ing state decorations to selected Pol-
ish Americans. I thank Consul
Bak-Guzik for the invitation and the
hospitality extended by the entire
staff of the Polish Consulate in Chi-
cago, including Consul Agata Gro-
chowska.

President Robaczewski attended

the May 14th Mala Polska recital in
Munster, Indiana. The dance group,
under the artistic direction of chore-
ographer Agata Wilgocki, is affiliated
with St. Raphael Kalinowski Polish
School (Matgorzata Czachor, Princi-
pal) — a 100% PRCUA school. The
dancers and chaperones, including
District 9 Director Elizabeth Sadus,
left immediately after to travel to In-
dianapolis where they participated
in a Polish heritage program. I am
more than sure that we will read all
about it in the next issue of the Nardd
Polski. The school year ended with
Holy Mass at the Carmelite Fathers
Monastery on May 21.
Also on May 14, President Robac-
zewski attended the graduation at
Jan Karski Polish School in Palos
Heights, Illinois where Marek
Adamczyk is principal. Congratula-
tions to the high school and 8th
grade graduates! See article and pho-
tos on p. 30.

Mrs. Agata
Kornhauser-
Duda
with
olonian
leaders

The St. John Paul IT Polish School
(Halina Szyrzyna, Principal) held its
Graduation Mass at Sts. Cyril and
Methodius Church in Lemont, Illi-
nois, on May 8, and both the 8th
grade graduate luncheon and high
school graduate ball on May 15th at
Crystal Grand Banquets in Lemont.
District 8 Director Myron Cislo at-
tended the latter while his counter-
part, Director Elizabeth Dynowski
attended the Maria Konopnicka Pol-
ish School graduation Mass the fol-
lowing week. Elzbieta Zeglen is the
principal and Joanna Niedzielski,
president of the School Board. Con-
gratulations to all the graduates from
all the Polish schools, the parents,
and the teaching staffs. Bravo!

The Officers attended a Lunch
and Learn networking event spon-
sored by the American Fraternal Al-
liance (Allison Koppell, CEO) at the
Westin O’Hare on May 25. The AFA
hosts several events annually to keep
the fraternal benefit societies “in the
know.” You can never learn too
much!

We bid farewell to one of our
PRCUA Lady Vice Presidents and
former District 9 Director, who
passed away on Tuesday, May 17, at
the age of 92. Dolores Spejewski was
VP from 1990-1998. An avid sports
lover, she embraced the PRCUA
tournaments, engaged with the
dance and language schools and
loved bingos and casinos. She was
the first woman to run for president
of PRCUA. Please read her obituary
on p. 1. President Robaczewski, Di-

VP Spejewski with Wesoly Lud in 1995

rector Sadus, Richard and I together
with both current and former editors

of the Naréd Polski, Lidia Kowalewicz
and Kathryn Rosypal, her former Ex-
ecutive Assistant Mary Jane Robles,
and her friends from Society 413 in-
cluding Richard Sobilo attended the
Mass. Our sincere condolences to her
children, Sharon, Brian and Amy,
their spouses and families. I men-
tioned that Dolores loved casinos...
well, I just happened upon a photo of
her with Wesoly Lud when the
group performed at Trump’s Taj
Mabhal in Atlantic City, NJ in 1995.

That same day, Richard and I at-
tended the wake of one of our former
Wesoly Lud dancers, Joseph Kowal-
kowski, who passed away on Sun-
day, May 22, after a courageous fight
with cancer. Joe was only 59 years of
age and is survived by his wife, Deb-
bie; four children and one grand-
daughter in addition to other family
members and friends. Our deepest
sympathies to Joe’s family and
friends.

Our deepest condolences to Dis-
trict 10 Director Valerie Brumm on
the passing of her father, Dave Gra-
bowski, at age 80. Valerie told me her
parents’” story. Connie Bonin grew
up with Valerie’s mom, Jean, on Chi-
cago’s South Side and signed her to
the PRCUA. Jean met Dave at the
1969 National PRCUA Bowling
Tournament in St. Louis. Jean was a
great bowler. Jean passed away from
leukemia in 1983 within two months
of her diagnosis, leaving Dave to
raise four children (ages
8, 6, 5 and 3). Seven years
later, he met another

Kathryn Rosypal,
Lidia Kowalewicz
and Mary Jane Robles

great bowler, Celeste, and the two
were married. At the 2022 Bowling
Tournament, Dave was there,
chatted with Connie, Celeste bowled
and Valerie performed her job as
Bowling Coordinator. Then their
lives were turned upside down when
he suffered a stroke. He passed away
on May 18 and was laid to rest on
May 26th. Wishing his wife and the
family strength and prayers. May the
memories keep his spirit alive in
your hearts and minds.

Condolences are also extended
to PMA employee Basia Kozu-
chowska on the loss of her father,
Wactaw Kozuchowski (93) on May 9
and to Jolanta Sokotowska, PRCUA
New Business Specialist, on the pass-
ing of her mother, Danuta Florczyk
(81) in Poland, on May 16. To all
those mentioned here and others
who have been called by God to re-
turn home, eternal rest grant unto
them O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them. May their souls
and the souls of the faithful de-
parted, rest in in peace. Amen.

On a lighter note, the Michigan
Polish folk dance schools gathered
together on Sunday, May 22, for the
annual Blessing of the Schools Mass
at St. Albertus Parish in Michigan.
Dancers from the following groups
participated in the event: Gwiazda,
Halka, Opole, Polskie Maki, Rogalin,
Tatry, Wieliczka, Zajaczek, Zako-
pane, and Centennial. Details to fol-
low.

Our niece, [

Kayla Leonhard, [
graduated from
the University of
Wisconsin ~ at
Milwaukee -
College of Nurs-
ing — on May 22.
Congratulations
Kayla and to all |
graduates  on
their path to
continued
(cont. on pg. 23)

Kayla Leonhard
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LEADERS OF THE POLISH ROMAN
CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA

ANDRZEJ KAZMIERCZAK

Compiled by Lidia Kowalewicz
Editor

Andrzej Kazmierczak was born
on August 16, 1874 in Podolin in the
Duchy of Poznan. His parents were
Franciszek and Franciszka (nee Kry-
gier) Kazmierczak. He was baptized
in Srebrna Géra.

In 1887, the Kazmierczak family
immigrated to the United States and
settled in Buffalo, NY, where An-
drzej's grandparents lived. In Buf-
falo, Andrzej graduated from
elementary school and then attended
public high school. Additionally, he
was tutored by private teachers.

At ayoung age, he started work-
ing in a screw factory; in 1903, he
worked in the daily newspaper "Pole
in America"; in 1907, in the sheriff’s
office in Buffalo, then, for 12 years, in
the Office of the Health Department
of Buffalo, NY. For some time he was
also the president of the weekly pub-
lication “Gwiazda” (The Star) which
was published for the Polish com-
munity in Buffalo by the local politi-
cal party.

In 1897, he joined the PRCUA
Sw. Jerzy Society #203, where he held
the offices of president, vice pres-
ident and treasurer for many years.
For his dedication to the society, its
members presented him with a gold
chain for his pocket watch.

He organized three PRCUA so-
cieties in Buffaloand was a co-
founder of a few other societies.
Kazmierczak was a co-founder of
PRCUA Osada 1 (Circuit #1), of
which he was a president for many
years, and was influential in found-
ing of PRCUA Osada #2 (Circuit #2).

He attended the PRCUA Con-
vention in 1901 for the first time and
was a delegate of every convention
until 1954.

In 1904, he was appointed by the
PRCUA administration as a delegate
to the Third Polish Catholic Congress
(IIT Kongres Polonii Katolickiej) con-
vention, held in Pittsburgh, PA, and
later participated in many other Con-
ventions and meetings organized by
Polish American organizations and
clubs.

In 1907, he was elected the chair-

man of the PRCUA convention.

Thanks to his efforts, during the sec-
ond vote during this convention, the
General Aid Department (Wydziat
Wsparé w Kalectwie) was founded and
the new Circuits were created.
Kazmierczak was elected comp-
troller of the PRCUA books and fi-
nances and served in this capacity for
two years. He was asked by the
Buffalo Mayor to organize the Polish
marching division. He was asked to
be a guest speaker at various celebra-
tions, rallies and political meetings.

At the 1909 convention, he was
again elected as the convention chair-
man and the chairman of the General
Aid Department, which was moved
from  Chicago to  Buffalo.
Kazmierczak developed the depart-
ment’s rules and applications, and he
was the chairman of the department
for ten years.

At the 1911 convention,
Kazmierczak again served as the
chairman of the convention. He tried
to pass a resolution to establish gym-
nastics societies in the PRCUA to en-
courage youth to join the
organization, and was in favor of ap-
pointing a PRCUA controllerer and
stablishing a retirement home for
Union members.

In 1915, as the president of
Osada 1, he organized Polish Day to-
gether with other Polish organiza-
tions and clubs in Buffalo. The
income from the event was sent to
help the poor in Poland.

In 1916, he organized a commit-

tee consisting of representatives of all
Polish societies and organizations in
Buffalo to arrange a joint May 3rd
Polish Constitution celebration and a
4-day bazaar with the intention of
colleting the funds to be sent to the
poor in Poland. The celebration at-
tracted 20,000 participants; guest
speakers included the New York
State governor, Bishop of Buffalo
Most Rev. Denis Dougherty, John
Smulski from Chicago, and represen-
tatives from all Polish organizations.

In 1917, he organized a political
club consisting of all the Polish or-
ganizations operating at that time in
Buffalo and became its president (it
ceased to exist a year later because of
internal disagreements).

Tha same year, after the U.S. en-
tered World War I, he was appointed
by General Newton E. Turgeon in
Buffalo as a captain to register men
for the army.

In 1919, Kazmierczak organized
18 PRCUA societies. At the national
convention held the same year in
Newark, NY, he was reelected as
convention chairman and later as the
PRCUA Vice President. He was also
a member of a committee commis-
sioned to develop the new insurance
tables for the Union, which were ap-
proved at the 1923 convention in
Philadelphia, PA.

In 1920, Kazmierczak was nomi-
nated by the Democratic Party as a
member of the Legislative Assembly
in Buffalo.

Delegates of the 37th Convention
in 1922, held in Pittsburgh, PA,
elected Kazmierczak as PRCUA
President. He was reelected in 1924
and held this position until 1928.

In 1922, Kazmierczak assisted by
PRCUA Vice President and Treas-
urer at the 10th anniversary celebra-
tion of the PNA College in
Cambridge Springs, PA.

In 1923, an attempt was made to
organize the Congress of Polish Or-
ganizations (Kongres Polskich Organi-
azacji), which was to replace the
National Department (Wydziat Naro-
dowy). Kazmierczak was one of the
initiators of establishing this new
body. On April 5, 1923, a meeting of
the presidents of all Polish diaspora
organizations was held in the
PRCUA building to establish the
new organization, but the attempt
was unsuccessful and the National
Department was retained.
Kazmierczak was the Treasurer of
the National Department.

In the early 1920s, the PRCUA
hosted many eminent Polish pol-
iticians and activists such as: General
Jozef Haller, Edward Loth (who or-
ganized help for academic youth in
Poland), member of the Polish Parlia-
ment Dr. Wiadystaw Wréblewski,
president of the National Depart-
ment Jozef Sawicki, Minister of For-
eign Affairs of the Republic of
Poland Aleksander Skrzynski (who
was presented with a check for
$2,000 as a PRCUA gift for flood vic-
tims in Poland).

On January 28, 1924, during his
visit to the PRCUA Home Office, Ig-
nacy Jan Paderewski decorated Pre-
sident Kazmierczak, Chaplain Rev.
Celichowski, Rev. Gronkowski and
Rev. Feldheim with the Polonia Res-
tituta Crosses, for their service to the
Polish cause.

From November 25 to No-
vember 27, 1923, PRCUA celebrated
its Golden Jubilee with a jubilee Mass
at St. Stanislaus Kostka Church in
Chicago, a Mass in the intention of
all the deceased PRCUA members at
St. Adalbert Church, a ball held in
the PRCUA grand hall, and a jubilee
banquet at Auditorium Hotel.
Kazmierczak was one of the keynote
speakers at the banquet.

On February 6, 1924, Kazmier-
czak and other Polish-American rep-
resentatives attended the funeral
mass of U.S. President Woodrow
Wilson, in Washington, D.C.

On November 10, 1925, a
PRCUA delegation consisting of
President Kazmierczak, Chaplain
Celichowski, Vice President
Zolifiska, Treasurer Rostenkowski
and Editor Stefanowicz welcomed
Archbishop Jan Cieplak who came to
New York. On November 1, Arch-
bishop Cieplak was received at the
PRCUA Home Office, and later the
same day at banquet in the PRCUA
Grand Hall. Archbishop Cieplak
passed away during his visit to Pas-
saic, NJ on February 17, 1926. A
PRCUA delegation, led by Kazmier-
czak attended the funeral on New
York.

On February 12-13, 1927, repre-
sentatives of the major Polish-Amer-
ican organizations met in Chicago to
discuss their participation in the Po-
lonia Abroad Convention planned to
be held in May 1927 in Warsaw.
PRCUA was to be represented by its
president, vice president and chap-
lain. The administration also decided
to organize the first PRCUA trip to



First PRCUA trip to Poland in 1927 with President Kazmierczak third from right
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Cover of the PRCUA tour visit to Krakow,
May 11-13, 1927; honorary committee:
Prince Adam Stefan Cardinal Sapieha,

Krakoéw Voivode Ludwik Darowski,
Mayor of Krakow engr. Karol Rolle

Poland and Rome, which was to be
combined with the participation of
the PRCUA delegation at the con-
vention in Warsaw.

The Polonia Abroad Convention
was cancelled but it was too late to
cancel the trip. PRCUA members left
for Europe on April 19, 1927. They
were warmly greeted everywhere
they went in Poland. On June 11,
President Kazmierczak, Chaplain
Celichowski, Vice President
Zolifiska, Editor Stefanowicz and Di-
rectors Jozef Bar¢ and Szymon Wro-
blewski were received at an audience
by Pope Pius XI in the Vatican. The
pope blessed the delegates and the
PRCUA. They also met with Vatican
Secretary of State Cardinal Pietro
Gasparr and other Vatican digni-
taries and attended a Mass cele-
brated by the pope.

On June 21, 1926, President
Kazmierczak and other members of
the PRCUA administration attended
the first meeting of the PRCUA
Women’s Division.

On December 27, 1934, PRCUA
President Joseph Kania decorated
past presidents Stanistaw Adamkie-
wicz, Piotr Rostenkowski, Andrzej
Kazmierczak and Jan J. Olejniczak
with the PRCUA medal.

During his tenure, PRCUA
membership increased by 58,705
members and its assets increased by
$4,789,038,77; a new card filing sys-
tem was launched at PRCUA and
photographing of applications and
various other important documents
was introduced; payment of div-
idends was also initiated; certificates
for honorary 100% PRCUA member-
ships were presented; debts on cer-
tificates were cancelled for widows;
faster death benefit payments were
introduced; first premium payments
were abolished for the newly joining
members, doctors examination fees
were cancelled, and Christmas bas-
kets were distributed to poor
members of  the PRCUA.
Kazmierczak was the organizer of
the first youth club and sports team.

For his services for the Polish
Army during the World War [,
Kazmierczak was decorated with the
Haller Cross.

Andrzej Kazmierczak was mar-
ried to Rozalia Ortowska (daughter
of Jan and Ewa.) Their wedding took
place in 1896. The couple had nine
children: Wiktoria, Bronistawa, Ag-
nieszka, Helena, Florentyna, Ed-
ward, Henryk, Teodor and Leon, and
fourteen grandchildren.

Andrzej Kazmierczak died on
October 23, 1957, after a long illness.
The wake was held on Friday, Oc-
tober 25th, at R. Thies Funeral Home
in Chicago. A symbolic presidential
chair made of white flowers was
commissioned by the PRCUA ad-
ministration, and stood by the de-

ceased’s coffin. PRCUA President
Kazimierz Kozakiewicz gave a eu-
logy in memory of Andrzej
Kazmierczak, dedicated patriot,
Catholic and Polonia activist, who
made great contributions to the de-
velopment of the PRCUA. PRCUA
Secretary General Maria Skoczylas
read a funeral resolution as a formal
acknowledgment of the relationship
issued by the Union, honoring its
former president. Fr. Mieczystaw
Starzynski said the funeral prayers.

The service was attended by
PRCUA officers and directors Pres-
ident Kazimierz Kozakiewicz and his
wife; Secretary General Maria
Skoczylas; Treasurer Jozef Pranica
and his wife, Attorney William Pin-
kowski; Medical Director dr. Ta-
deusz Jasinski and his wife; National
Directors Zofia Babiarz, Helena
Tadda, Jozef Jachimiec, Stanistaw
Maruszak; Franciszek Litwin; Miko-
taj Nowicki; Franciszek Kaliszewski
and his wife; past President Jan J.
Olejniczak; past Vice Presidents
Marta Zolifiska; Antonina Czerwiri-
ska, Aniela Gérny; Zofia Kania, wife
of past President late Jézef Kania;
past Attorney Stanley Kusper; direc-
tors; President of Osada 54 Leon
Kremped; members of PRCUA Soci-
ety #263; representatives from Osada
69 and Home Office employees.

The funeral Mass, held on Oc-
tober 26th, at St. Wactaw Church in
Chicago was celebrated by Rev.
Czestaw Kansowski, assisted by Rev.
Aleksander Baranowski, Rev. Mie-
czystaw Madaj, Rev. Franciszek Wa-
chowski and Rev. Wiladystaw
Jasinski, with the presence of
PRCUA Chaplain Rev. Feliks J.
Kachnowski and Rev. Franciszek J.
Pilarek from La Salle, IL. Jadwiga Tu-
ralska, a long time Home Office em-
ployee, was the soloist, and sang to
the accompaniment of organist Mr.
Niespodziany.

Honorary guards at the coffin
were: K. Kozakiewicz, J. Olejniczak,
M. Skoczylas, ]J. Pranica, M. By-
kowska and Z. Babiarz. The coffin
was carried by members of Society
#263: ]. Warzecha, K. Brandys, J. Pla-
cek, T. Koziot, J. Patla, J. Czarnik.

Andrzej Kazmierczak was laid to
rest in a family plot at St. Adalbert
Cemetery in Niles, IL.

Sources: Nardd Polski, (Nov. 7, 1957);
Kazmierczak’s autobiography (1953);
Zjednoczenie Polskie Rzymsko Katolickie
w Ameryce 1873-1948 by M. Haiman.

THE OPEN DOOR
(cont. from pg. 19)

success! Also,
Happy  Sap-
phire Birthday,
to our daugh-
ter Niki Ben-
cik-Turkiewicz
who shares a
birthday with

PRCUA em-

ployee Clau- + RO

dine Wicker!  Happy birthday, Niki

Sto Lat! and Mila!
Upcoming

June events in-
clude the PMA
Ball (6/10) and
the  PRCUA
Sacred Heart
Mass (6/12), as
well as June
birthdays — our

little  grand-

daughter, Mila

Turkiew icz Happy birthday,
(6/3); Jeanine Richard!

Leonhard who

shares a birthday with Victoria
Bomba (6/7); Ania Jaminska (6/18);
Maria Jaminska and Anna Gra-
bowski (6/20) and Richard Jaminski
(6/26). Happy JUNE Birthdays and
Sto Lat to all!

HAPPY INTERNATIONAL
CHILDREN'S DAY (6/1)!
HAPPY FLAG DAY (6/14)!
HAPPY FATHER’S DAY! (6/19)
HAPPY SUMMER - ENJOY!

ANSWERS TO THE PUZZLES
ONPG. 17:

3. Find 10 differences:
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OHIO PAC BOUNCES BACK WITH A
ROARING POLISH CONSTITUTION
DAY CELEBRATION

By Mitchell Bienia

With a spectacular celebration of
Polish Constitution Day 2022, the
Ohio Division of the Polish American
Congress (PAC) came roaring back
to life after a hiatus of two years, due
to COVID-19. According to all ob-
servers, this year’s celebration was
the biggest, best, with the most ven-
dors, parade participants and public-
ity seen for many, many years.

The 2022 event was very long in
the planning stages. It was Ohio PAC
Vice President Bienia who doggedly
fought against all odds that this
year’s celebration would be success-
ful.

THANKS TO THE PRCUA -
Bienia wishes to send a huge Thank
You to the PRCUA for the generous
financial support which arrived early
in the planning portions of this proj-
ect. It was through your PRCUA’s
generosity that he got the courage to
stay with the program. A special
word of appreciation is extended to
PRCUA President James Robaczew-
ski for his presence on Sunday. He
did much to raise the visibility of
PRCUA in this region. And a very
sincere Thank You is given to the
PRCUA Vice President Micheline Ja-
minski, who is also national treas-
urer of the PAC, for her guidance
and emotional support in working
through difficulties of our 501 (c)(3)
status.

PUT TOGETHER A TEAM -
The first order of business was put-
ting together a team of workers who
would commit to seeing the week-
end through to its conclusion. For
this main task, Bienia recruited Aun-

Holy Mass at St. Charles Church

drea Heschmeyer, President of Mar-
quee Strategic Planning and Inspired
Events, as organizer of the festival on
April 29, 30 and May 1.

Heschmeyer immediately got to
work setting up a computer-based
webpage to track and organize all
aspects of the program. Bienia then
assumed the role of chair of the
three-day event.

Still working with a skeleton
crew, Heschmeyer and Bienia com-
pleted most of the preparations for
the big event, which was co-spon-
sored by the City of Parma’s Polish
Village Corporation, headed by Ka-
thryn Mabin and Parma Council-
woman Debbie Lime.

BRANDON CHROSTOWSKI
IS GRAND MARSHAL - Bienia’s
nomination of Grand Marshal of the
parade, Brandon Chrostowski, was
approved with praise from all
quarters. Brandon, owner of Edwin’s
Leadership & Restaurant Institute,
embodies the idea of Polish pride,
hard work and dedication to our Pol-
ish heritage. Having recently re-
turned from feeding the troops on
the front lines in the Russian war
against Ukraine, Brandon says, “You
do not have to go to Poland to ex-
perience Poland... because Poland
lives in us.”

ASSIGN RESPONIBILITIES -
Early on, Cathy Katrenich offered to
take over the responsibility of orga-
nizing the Mass at St. Charles, she
was assisted by Barbara Adams. As
opening day drew near, Joe Rut-
kowski was recruited to head the
beer sales of the event, and Joe Feck-
anin came on board late in the plan-
ning process to take charge of the

President James Robaczewski marching behind the PRCUA banner carried by Monica Petcak
and Dennis Yurosko

parade line-up on Sunday. With this
team in place, the real work began of
putting all the arrangements that had
been made thus far into action.

MARKETING AND SPON-
SORSHIP CAMPAIGNS - In the
meantime, Heschmeyer and Bienia
continued to work on the marketing
and sponsorship campaigns for the
event. Heschmeyer engaged a
graphic designer to create adverti-
sing materials, which included pre-
event, as well as post-event “Thank
You” posters and flyers, letters to
sponsors, organizing a database of
all merchants in Parma, and another
data base listing all possible partici-
pants in the weekend’s activities,
from parade marchers, to food ven-
dors, to merchandise vendors - cer-
tainly no small task.

ADVERTISING - In addition,
Heschmeyer arranged for advertis-
ing to appear on Facebook, along
with a 15-second spot to be seen on
TV during the week of the festival.
Heschmeyer’s skillful marketing ex-
pertise landed a 4-minute appea-
rance by Mitch Bienia on New Day
Cleveland, the popular local TV
morning show on Fox TV 8.

The results were impressive. The
2022 Polish Constitution Day pro-
gram had more sponsors, raising
more in donations, and was coupled

AR —

Mitch Bienia, dressed in goralski costume, appeared
at the New Day Cleveland morning show

with the greatest outreach that this
event has ever experienced.

Besides these awesome “firsts”
for the PAC, Heschmeyer brought to-
gether various factions of the Polish
community of greater Cleveland,
healing rifts which started long be-
fore the memory of present-day Po-
lonia. Under the auspices of the
Polish American Congress for the
first time in recent memory, all Pol-
ish fraternal organizations, Polish
veterans groups and Polish schools,
as well as the Polish-American Cul-
ture Center - all worked together, in
cooperation, for the good of Polonia.
Congratulations to the Polish-Amer-
ican organizations, and to you, Aun-
drea Heschmeyer for accomplishing
this feat. You deserve to win the
“Nobel Peace Prize.”

CONCLUSION - In conclusion,
the weekend of the great event came,
with a very successful conclusion,
save for a little confusion at the
parade line-up and vendor places at
the festival site.

Indeed, the parade gods did
smile down on the day of the parade,
which weather forecasters predicted
a 90% chance of rain, because the 30-
minute deluge, which came late in
the afternoon, did not dampen the
enthusiasm of the crowd at the festi-
val even one bit.

Thanks are also
given to Cuyahoga Arts and
. Culture for awarding a
matching grant to Polish
Village of Parma for this
event.

photos by
Tomasz Kacki

Obhio celebrations coverage
will be continued in the June
edition of the Nardd Polski
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The Many Feasts of the
Month of June

The month of June brings with it many great feasts
of the Church. I think it is worthwhile to look at a few
of them in depth as we strive to grow in holiness.
While June is the month of the Sacred Heart, we start the month this year
with the great feast of Pentecost on June 5th, the fiftieth day after Easter.
E aster does not have a fixed date on the church calendar, so the feast of Pen-
tecost can fall between May 10th and June 13th.

Pentecost is the great outpouring of the Holy Spirit upon the A postles
and the Blessed Virgin Mary in the Upper Room. In the Acts of the Apos-
tles, we hear a wonderful description of what happened on that day. “And
suddenly there came from the sky a noise like a strong driving wind, and it
filled the entire house in which they were. Then there appeared to them
tongues as of fire, which parted and came to rest on each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in different
tongues, as the Spirit enabled them to proclaim.”

This passage describes to us the beginning of the Church. How great it
must have been to be present in that moment. Before Our Lord ascended
into heaven, He promised to send the Holy Spirit to be our advocate and
guide until he returns in glory. He fulfills this promise on the fiftieth day
after His resurrection. We who are baptized and confirmed have received
this Spirit and the Spirit's sevenfold gifts. Indeed, this is a great day of re-
joicing for us! Knowing the Holy Spirit is with us brings us comfort, espe-
cially in an ever-changing world. As we celebrate the feast of Pentecost, may
the Holy Spirit lead us forth.

The second feast of this month of June which I would like to highlight
is a rather new feast day, celebrated the day after Pentecost, called “Blessed
Virgin Mary, Mother of the Church.” Pope Francis established this obli-
gatory memorial on February 11th, 2018 and it will always fall the day after
Pentecost. This new feast has been placed on the universal calendar of the
Church and will take precedent over any other memorials which may fall on
the Monday after Pentecost. Pope Francis wanted to highlight “the mystery
of Mary’s spiritual motherhood, which from the awaiting of the Spirit at Pen-
tecost has never ceased to take motherly care of the pilgrim Church on earth.”
Pope Francis has stated that he hopes this new me-
morial will help us root our spiritual lives “firmly
on three great realities: The Cross, the Eucharist
and the Mother of God.” On this feast we rejoice
that Mary is both the M other of Christ and Mother
of the Church. This year, we will celebrate this new
feast day for the fifth time as we ask Mary, our spir-
itual mother to be with us our journey to her son’s
kingdom. Mary, Mother of the Church, pray for us!

Finally, the month of June brings us to the
secular celebration of Father’s Day, this year on
Sunday, June 19th. It is my prayer for all fathers on
this, their day, that they model their love for their
family after St. Joseph, head of the holy family. A
blessed and happy Father’s Day to all the dads of
our beloved fraternal!

By Rev. Canon
Walter J. Ptak
National Chaplain,
PRCUA

PRCUA extends deepest condolences to Valerie Brumm, PRCUA Di-
rector District 10, on the loss of her father, David Grabowski, who
passed away on Wednesday, May 18, 2022. The funeral service for Mr.
Grabowski was held on May 26, at St. Albertus Catholic Church in De-
troit, ML

Our hearts go out to Jolanta Sokolowski, PRCUA New Business Spe-
cialist, on the death of her mother, Danuta Florczyk, who passed away
in Poland. The funeral Mass for Ms. Florczyk took place on May 20 in
Poland.

Our sincere condolences go to our PMA fellow employees, Teresa Sro-
mek, on the recent death of her mother, Helena Sromek, and to Bar-
bara Kozuchowska on the death of her father, Wactaw Kozuchowski.

\ Please remember all the departed and their families in your prayers. r

DEARLY DEPARTED |
PRCUA BROTHERS AND SISTERS

Member Society State | Member Society State
Alibozek, Frances 359 MA Peters, Laverne 308 IL
Arent, Raymond 540 NY Petrancek, Frank 2100 OH
Beller, Dorothy A 20 NJ Pinkowski, John J. 718 MI
Brown, Kathy A. 479 PA Pluskota, Phyllis 1423 Wi
Cahill, Genevieve 485 NY Porowski, Joseph 2108 OH
Cwiak, John F. 1612 IL Potulski, Philip F. 1552 MI
Drabecki, Julian 850 IN Pozniak, Dorothy 2206 OH
Faron, Irene J. 994 IL Pyrdek, Genevieve 593 IL
Gill, Joseph J. 308 IL Ramirez, Rodney 2303 Wi
Harter, Larry 1580 PA Rataj, Joseph 1543 IL
Jagielo, Fred 593 Wi Reardon, Phillip 2152 OH
Jesionowski, SusanJ. 1617 OH Reeves, Virginia Mae 2152 OH
Kincaid, Vailyn R. 463 X Regula, Evelyn 604 FL
Kloskowski, Vincent J. Jr. 20 ME Respecke, Alice 880 CA
Kot, Eleanor 2342 MI Rochna, Frank 1000 IL
Kraszewski, Walter 2220 OH Rogers, Mercedes A. 479 MN
Kujawa, Roman J. 542 IL Rospond, Jeannette A. 572 NJ
Marron, Jane C. 2100 CA Scace, Chloe 2032 PA
Mieczkowski, Daniel 1219 IL Schneider, Gayle 1593 OR
Mordarski, Daneil 389 CT Schultz, Barbara L. 450 MO
Nowakowski, Clementine 1579 IL Sigmunt, Sophie 2220 OH
Nuckels, Dorothy 2291 PA Stelmacki, Gertrude 1004 MO
Nykiel, Joan P. 661 IL Wingett, Brian 78 MI
Oleksy, Richard 2220 OH Wolanski, Ann 2002 PA
Ostertag, Dolores 105 MO Yanasak, Richard E. 1593 MI
Pasternai, Raymond S. 261 MI Zembruski, John 1486 CT
Pearson, Julie A. 162 MI

May they rest in eternal peace.

SHARE YOUR NEws WiTH Us!

Submit your news and photos to: Ildla-kowaIeWIcz@prcua org and
we will publish them in the Nardd Polski.
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v/ ZAROB WIECEJ
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SKORZ YZ , +/ OBNIZ TWGOJ PODATEK DOCHODOWY
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// TASIL PLAN EMERYTALNY

PRCUA ‘ v/ DOtACZ DO PRCUAL:fe
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ANNUITY SERIES

otwierajac konto emerytalne w NOWEJ seri
lub dokonujgc transferu istniejgcego konta*

_ OFERTA PRZEDtUZONA

ELITEY [8 LAT] STAR+[5LAT] EDGE+[3LATA] 1 ROK GWARANTOWANY

MIN. GWARANTOWANE 2.00%
3 75 3 0 2 5 WYMAGANE MIN. WPLATY
APY ® APY APY $500

“Wiece] informacii: (800) 772-8632 | PRCUA.ORG
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E i%w H,,__’ E:Lﬁ"f‘e > ERC&I”"‘” AIE{UF’%A: Tﬁ”?b:fv v Splata ubezpieczenia do 70. roku zycia
- " Wiek: 0-65 lat

v Wzrost wartosci gotowkowej
& v Moiliwos¢ dywidend*®

£ ‘J’ Gwarantowana wysokos¢ splat
. B/ Pokrycie do konca zycia**
v Wyplata dla beneficjentow bez podatku
" Emerytura wolna od finansowych zobowigzan

*Drywiclendy niegworaniowans. **Po sploceniu nofeinoici

! | NowosEé w oreReIE PREVALH

-

K Przyktadowe sktadki dla kobiet Przyktadowe sktadki dla mezczyzn

Wiek 55,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000 Wiek 55,000 $10,000 $25,000 $50,000
25 5103.30 5156.60 530%.75 5554.00 25 5108.40 51467.20 5335.50 5606.50 ;
35 $127.50 $205.00 5428.00 5784.50 35 5135.35 5220.70 5444.00 5841.00 5
- 45 $171.75 $293.50 5643.50 $1,206.50 45 5183.60 5317.20 5701.25 $1,319.00 5
' 55  5277.10 $504.20  $1,157.25  $2,207.50 55  5$296.80 $543.60  $1,253.25  $2,395.00 ¥:
&5 S791.15 51,532.30 53.663.25 57.091.00 65 5848.35 51,646.70 $53.942.00 57,.634.50 il
Fal i g E J Rocmna stowka slandandowa dia niepaigoych. Kardao oplikacio podiego procetowl wenfikac _|

Szezegdty oferty w Dzral'e Sprzedazy PRCUA: Marge Grzeszczuk Rep. Dziatu Sprzedaiy (773) 782-2644
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CO TO JEST ANNUITY?

Konto emerytalne dostepne w PRCUALife to produkt finansowy
oferujacy bezcenne bezpieczenstwo finansowe, dtugotrwaty
przyrost wartosci, ulgi podatkowe i dochdéd w przysztosci.
To rodzaj kontraktu pomiedzy klientem a PRCUA, w ramach
ktorego posiadacz konta zobowigzuje sie do deponowania
okreslonej wysokosci sumy w serii wptat, a w zamian
otrzymuje wyptaty w okreslonym w umowie okresie

w przysztosci.

Celem konta emerytalnego jest zapewnienie statego
dochodu na czas emerytury i do konca zycia posiadacza
takiego konta.

DLACZEGO ZAtOZYC KONTO EMERYTALNE?

Konto emerytalne typu Annuity oferuje gwarantowane
oprocentowanie i jest doskonata alternatywa dla lokat
»CD” i obligacji skarbowych.

We wszystkich typach kont emerytalnych PRCUALife
oszczednosci ulegaja opodatkowaniu dopiero w momencie
wybrania funduszy. Twoje oszczednosci na koncie
powiekszaja sie szybciej w krotszym czasie, co owocuje
dodatkowym dochodem na czas emerytury. Dla wiekszosci
podatnikéw, stopa opodatkowania w pdézniejszym wieku
jest nizsza, dlatego tez w momencie wyptaty funduszy
zaptaca nizszy podatek od wypracowanego na koncie
zysku.

CZY WIESZ, ZE...? |

41% Amerykandéw posiada juz konto emerytalne Traditional
IRA lub Roth IRA. Wskaznik sprzedazy kont emerytalnych
systematycznie roénie wraz ze wzrostem Swiadomoscii
konsumentéw dotyczacej posiadania konta emerytalnego i
wizja spokoju na przysztosé.?!

!
L

ZACZNIJ JUZ DZIS PLANOWAC
SWOJA STRATEGIE DOCHODOW
EMERYTALNYCH

Planujac teraz uzyskasz pewnosé, ze
dysponujesz wystarczajacymi funduszami
na przyszto$¢. Dowiedz sie wiecej

o strategiach planowania emerytalnego
oferowanych przez PRCUALife.

T
b &

ZBUDUJ SWOJA BEZPIECZNA PRZYSZ£0S(C
WYBIERAJAC KONTA EMERYTALNE
OFEROWANE PRZEZ PRCUALIFE

KORZYSCI: KONTA
EMERYTALNE /ANNUITIES

M Dochéd w wieku emerytalnym - konta
emerytalne zapewniaja fundusze do
kofnca zycia

M Minimalna inwestycja — wymagana do
otwarcia konta minimalna kwota
wptaty to jedyne $500%

M Mozliwo$¢ doptat do -istniejacego
konta - wystarczy jedynie $25 i to Ty
kontrolujesz czestotliwo$¢ wptat

M Korzysci oszczednosciowe — mozliwosé
odroczenia podatku do momentu
wybrania funduszy pozwala na szybszy
przyrost funduszy na koncie

M Brak komplikacji spadkowych — w
wypadku $mierci fundusze z konta
emerytalnego trafiaja bezposrednio
do beneficjenta/spadkobiercy

M Dostepne rodzaje kont: traditional
IRA, Roth IRA, non-qualified, SEP,
Simple IRA, TSA

M Obecnie w promocji - seria kont
emerytalnych z oprocentowaniem
rocznym nawet do 3.75%. Dzwon juz
dzis!**

* Minimum $500 w zaleznosci od rodzaju serii kont emerytalnych
** By pozna¢ warunki i zasady zatoZzenia konta emerytalnego skontaktuj sie z
Twoim lokalnym przedstawicielem sprzedazy PRCUALIife (773-782-2642)
lub odwiedz stronge:PRCUA.org/annuities
' https://www.limra.com/en/newsroom/news-releases/2022/se-

cure-retirement-institute-record-sales-in-march-propel-first-quarter-2022-an

nuity-sales/ - May 3, 2022

Powyzsza informacja jest ogélna i moze ulega¢ zmianom. Zjednoczenie Polskie Rzymsko-Katolickie w Ameryce i jego przedstawiciele sprzedazy nie sa uprawnieni do udzielania porad prawnych,
podatkowych czy ksiegowych. Prawa i regulacje dotyczace kont emerytalnych sg uzaleznione od wielu réznych czynnikéw i moga ulega¢ zmianie. Zawarta w tym tekscie informacja podatkowa nie ma na
celu sugestii omijania przepiséw federalnych, stanowych czy lokalnych. W celu oméwienia Panstwa indywidualnej sytuacji sugerujemy konsultacje z prawnikiem, doradcg podatkowym lub ksiegowym.
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UBEZPIECZENIA
BEZ TAJEMNIC

Robert Sobczak
Specjalista ds. ubezpieczen

UBEZPIECZENIA NA ZYCIE W CZASACH
PANDEMII COVID-19

Mimo tagodzonych obostrzen pandemicznych
niebezpieczenstwo zakazenia wirusem COVID-
19 ciagle istnieje, a osoby o obnizonej odpornosci
i osoby starsze sa najbardziej zagrozone powaz-
nymi komplikacjami i moga wymagac hospitali-
zacji. Leczenie moze by¢ dlugotrwate, bolesne
i kosztowne. Coraz czesciej dochodzimy do wnio-
sku, ze poprawnym pytaniem jest nie, czy zacho-
rujemy, lecz kiedy. Martwimy sie co staloby sie
z nasza rodzing w momencie jak by nas zabrakto?
Jak poradza sobie z zyciem codziennym, z ptatno-
$ciami, z kosztami pogrzebu?

Rozwiazaniem powyzszych probleméw moze
okazac sie wykupienie polisy na zycie. Ale czy
teraz jest to nadal mozliwe?

Okazuje sig, ze tak.

Wiele firm wprowadza utatwienia pozwalajace na
wykupienie polisy z agentem w sposéb zdalny
tzn. przez telefon, tablet lub komputer. Personalne
spotkanie z agentem nie jest juz niezbedne.
Mozemy wypetni¢ aplikacje elektronicznie i w ten
sam sposob ja podpisac rozmawiajac jednoczesnie
z agentem przez telefon.

Czesto zastanawiamy sie jak dobra¢ wielkos¢ po-
lisy do naszych potrzeb. Na pierwszy rzut oka
wydawatoby sig, ze przystowiowe $50,000-
$100,000 powinno spokojnie rozwiazac sytuacje.
Niestety w wigkszosci sytuacji to tylko pozory.
Rozmawiajac z agentem powinnismy dokonad¢ tak
zwanej analizy potrzeb (needs analysis). Analiza
ta pozwoli okresli¢ w bardziej doktadny sposéb
potrzeby, ktére powinniSmy zabezpieczy¢, by
zapewni¢ normalne funkcjonowanie naszej ro-
dziny w sytuagji, kiedy nas zabraknie.

Co powinnismy wzia¢ pod uwage? Jak wyliczy¢
poprawnie kwote na jaka powinniSmy sie
zabezpieczy¢?

Wysoko$¢ polisy powinna zaleze¢ na pewno od
naszych mozliwosci finansowych. Wykupienie
polisy na zycie najczesciej nie wiaze sie z jedno-
razowa oplata tylko ze zobowiazaniem
dtugoterminowym. Kwota, ktéra bedziemy ptacic
ustalana jest w momencie wystawienia polisy, a jej
utrzymanie zalezy od ciagltosci i rzetelno$ci ubez-
pieczonego. Wyliczajac kwote zabezpieczenia
powinnismy réowniez wzigé¢ pod uwage zmiane
cen i ustug w czasie, czyli krotko mowiac inflacje.
Niestety ceny za 10 lub 20 lat nie beda podobne do
dzisiejszych. Na przyktad ceny pochéwku dubluja
sie statystycznie srednio co 10 lat.

Przejdzmy do wyliczen. Co wzia¢ pod uwage?

Po pierwsze zsumujmy kwote naszego
zadtuzenia. Dodajmy wysokos¢ pozyczek hipo-
tecznych, samochodowych, szkolnych, kwote
obciazenia kart kredytowych i itp.

Policzmy koszty edukacji naszych dzieci.
Wyksztalcenie jednego dziecka moze wiazac sie
z kwota zblizong do $400,000. Pomnézmy ta
kwote przez liczbe dzieci lub wnukow, o ktérych
edukacje chcieliby$my zadbac.

Sprawdzmy, ile wynosza koszty utrzymania obec-
nego poziomu zycia. Ile wydajemy na jedzenie,
ubrania, $wiadczenia i drobne przyjemnosci.
Srednio utrzymuje sie by uzy¢ 5-10 krotnosci
powyzszej kwoty do zapewnienia obecnego po-
ziomu zycia naszej rodziny. Na kilka lat.

Dodajmy dwukrotny, obecny szacunkowy koszt
pogrzebu, ktory obecnie waha si¢ pomiedzy
$15,000, a $20,000 tak, by zapewnic¢ realnos¢
powyzszej kwoty w przysztosci.

Na koniec dodajmy kwote, ktéra chcielibysmy
przekazac bliskim jako pamiatke po nas.

Jak wida¢ po zsumowaniu powyzszych kwot
moze okazac sig, ze poczatkowe $50,000-$100,000
nie wystarczy. Pamietajmy, ze kazda sytuacja jest
indywidualna i polisy powinny by¢ zawsze do-
stosowane do potrzeb i mozliwosci ubezpie-
czonego. Warto porozmawia¢ 2z agentem
specjalizujacym sie w zabezpieczeniu zdrowia,
zycia i przysztosci, by wzia¢ pod uwage petne
spektrum potrzeb i odpowiedzialnosci.

medicad'ae];g{sku
844.654.5185

www.medicarepopolsku.com

Z POMOCA
DLA UKRAINY

W zwiazku z kontynuacja dziatart wojennych
na terenie Ukrainy, w dalszym ciggu prowadzone
jest szereg zbiodrek, ktdre sa wyrazem solidarnosci
z wschodnimi sasiadami Polski. Pozyskane $rodki
beda przeznaczone na konkretna pomoc poszko-
dowanym na terenach objetych wojna oraz
uchodzcom ukrainskim przebywajacym w Polsce.

Z apelem o dalsze wsparcie dla Ukrainy
i uchodzcéw, zwroécita sie w czasie swojego po-
bytu w Chicago Pierwsza Dama RP, pani Agata
Kornhauser-Duda, proszac o wiaczenie sie do
akcji prowadzonej przez Kancelarie Prezydenta
RP:

Pomagaj Ukrainie

Kancelaria Prezydenta Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej
kontynuuje Akcje ,Pomoc Polakom na Wscho-
dzie”, oranizowana od 2016 roku pod patronatem
Pary Prezydenckiej. W zwiazku z dziataniami wo-
jennymi na Ukrainie, akcja zostata rozszerzona o

pomoc humanitarng dla obywateli Ukrainy oraz
0s6b polskiego pochodznia.

Darowizne pieniezna na ten cel mozna przekazaé
za posrednictwem rzadowej Fundacji ,Pomoc Po-
lakom na Wschodzie” na jedno z podanych kont
bankowych:

Rachunek w PLN o nr. 12 1030 1508 0000 0008
1582 0002

Rachunek w EURO o nr 37 1030 1508 0000 0008
1582 0037

Rachunek w USD o nr 87 1030 1508 0000 0008 1582
0010

Rachunek Swift: CITIPLPX

W tytule wptaty prosimy podac:

Darowizna na rzecz ofiar wojny w Ukrainie Akcja
Kancelarii Prezydenta RP.

Adpres: Fundacja ,,Pomoc Polakom na Wschodzie”
ul. Jazdow 10A, 00-467 Warszawa

Dziekujemy za zyczliwos¢ i nieocenionq pomoc

SWAP organizuje zbioke

Zbiodrke pieniedzy organizuje rdOwniez Stowarzy-
szenie Weteranéw Armii Polskiej w Ameryce
(SWAP). SWAP jest najstarsza polska organizacja
kombatancka na swiecie, zatozong w dniach 28-30
maja 1921 r. na zjezdzie w Cleveland, OH z inicja-
tywy réznych klubéw i zwiazkéw bytych pols-
kich Zotnierzy. Datki moga by¢ przekazane
bezposrednio  przelewem bankowym lub
przesytane czekiem. PAVA posiada status 501 (c)
(3), dokonane wptaty moga zosta¢ odliczone od
podatku.

Przelewy bankowe:

Flushing Bank

Routing and Transit Number:
226070474

Account Information:

PAVA Foundation Inc.

119 East 115th Streeet

New York, NY 10003

Memo: “Ukraine Relief Fund”

Please make checks payable to: PAVA FOUNDA-
TION INC.



GRADUACJA W SZKOLE
JEZYKA | KULTURY POLSKIEJ
IM. ZBIGNIEWA HERBERTA

Irena Wozniak
Dyrektor szkoty

Graduacja absolwentow

i uczniow klasy désmej odbyla sie
w naszej szkole 30 kwietnia.
Naszych szesciu absolwentéw
ukonczylto polska szkote srednia ze
stanowym certyfikatem Global Seal

Poczet sztandarowy

of Biliteracy, ktory otrzymali na pod-
stawie zdanego testu poprawnosci
jezykowej Stamp 4S, opracowanego
przez firme Avant. Na podstawie
tego testu uczniowie otrzymuja
Piecze¢ Dwujezycznosci. Jest to
niezwykle wazne wyrdznienie dla
uczniow szkdét srednich, poniewaz
jest to pierwsza w skali krajowej na-

N2

- —

G .

Uroczystos$¢ zakonczenia roku szkolnego w Polskiej Szkole im. Zbigniewa Herberta w Palos Hills, IL

SZKOLA JEZYKA
| KULTURY POLSKIE]

im. Zhigniewa Herberta

groda przyznawana za znajomos¢
jezykdw obcych. W przypadku
naszych absolwentéw - biegta zna-
jomosc jezyka polskiego.

Certyfikat Global Seal of Biliter-
acy, z ktorym ukonczyli szkote
$redniaq nasi uczniowie jest hono-
rowany przez przyszlych pracodaw-
cow i niektore uczelnie wyzsze.

Wychowawczynia klasy matu-
ralnej byta pani Kinga Pierwota-
Truta.

15 ucznidw klasy  dsmej
zakonczyto polska szkote na etapie
szkoly podstawowej i przed nimi
jeszcze 3-letnie liceum.

ri

im. Zhign

Absolwenci klasy 8-mej

R,

3y IMADOSC. W W
AUKI

' KULTURY PULOR s

jewa Herbert?

2 &y

[y ——

Wychowawczynia klasy 6smej
byta pani Alina Mazur-Wolski.

W trakcje uroczystosci gradu-
acyjnej nasi pierwszoklasisci poze-
gnali swoich kolegow wreczajac im
symboliczne réze.

Pozdrawiamy ciepto i serdecznie
wszystkich uczniéw, absolwentow
i maturzystow w Polsce i na catym
Swiecie.

Wszystkim zyczymy bezpiecz-
nych wakagji, realizacji zamierzo-
nych planéw i samych sukceséw.

RUIL Y ey = -
- jm. Zhigaiawa Harhaerta

Kadra nauczycielska
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SP. CECYLIA ROZNOWSKA
UHONOROWANA ORDEREM
SW. STANISLAWA

W dniu 1 maja o godzinie 12
w Kosciele Ojcéw Cystersow pw.
Matki Bozej Matki Kosciota w Wil-
low Springs, IL, odbyta sie uroczysta
Swiatowa Inwestytura Kawaleréw
i Dam Orderu $w. Stanistawa.

W uzna-
niu 70-let-
niej pracy Late iarme Wnbaernskn Cocylls
artystyczno- Wi Ky sherb i
pedagogicz- o e MR O S

nej i zastug
w krzewie-
niu polskiej
kultury na
Swiecie,
nasza ko-
chana pani

Cecylia ,,Ce- . =
linka?” Order Sw. Stanistawa

m T 2 S

Dyplom nadania orderu $p. Cecyli
Roznowskiej

1

Anna Krysinska i tancerze ,,Polonii” w otoczeniu Kawaleréw i Dam Orderu $w. Stanistawa

Roznowska zostata po$miertnie na-

grodzona Orderem $w. Stanistawa.
Order i dyplom odebrata jej

corka, dyrektor Zespotu Piesni

i Tanca ,Polonia”, Anna Krysinski.
Po Mszy sw. odbyl sie uroczysty
bankiet w Royalty West Banquets
Hall w Willow Springs. Bankiet

narodowych Polski i Standéw Zjed-
noczonych oraz uroczysty polonez w
wykonaniu tancerzy ZPiT ,,Polonia”.

Dzigkujemy Kapitule i przeo-
rowi Orderu na Stan Illinois
Wiestawowi ~ Zoéttowskiemu — za
przyznanie tego prestizowego or-
deru $p. pani Celince.

rozpoczeto odspiewanie hymnow

ZPiT ,,Polonia” wystapit w czasie bankietu

ENSEMBLE
Zespot Piesni 1 Tanca

ZaprasZa na

Koncert Jubileumﬁ'}s'

fecta \

,
i

College of DuPage McAninch Arts Center

425 Fawell Blvd, Glen Ellyn, 1L 60137

Polonia Polish Folk Song & Dance Ensemble

infio Anna Krysinski (847) 529-2555
poloniacnsemble.com




PODSUMOWANIE ROKU
SZKOLNEGO W POLSKIEJ
SZKOLE IM. JANA KARSKIEGO

Marek Adamczyk
Dyrektor szkoty

Sobota 14 maja byla bardzo
uroczystym dniem w Polskiej Szkole
im. Jana Karskiego w Palos Heights,
IL. Po wielu miesigcach cigzkiej
pracy nadeszta dlugo wyczekiwana
chwila zakonczenia roku szkolnego
2021/2022. Msza s$wieta konczaca
okres nauki oraz graduacja absol-
wentdéw zostaly uswietnione wizyta
prezesa Zjednoczenia Polskiego
Rzymsko-Katolickiego Jamesa Ro-
baczewskiego.

Polska Szkota im. Jana Karskiego
powstata w 2014 roku i jest jedna
z najbardziej dynamicznie dziataja-
cych polonijnych placéwek oswia-
towych. W szkole nauka odbywa sie
w soboty, a nauczanie oferowane jest
od przedszkola do klasy maturalne;j.
Ze szkola blisko wspdtpracujq sio-
stry benedyktynki, ktére przygoto-
wuja dzieci do sakramentéw eucha-
rystii i bierzmowania. Dla chetnych
dostepne sa takze zajecia Swietlicowe
oraz klasa dwujezyczna. Szkota

e

Uczniowie szkoly wystapili w programie bozonarodzeniowy

ik ¥

Dyrekcja i rono pedagogiczne .szkoiy

Karskiego bierze udziat w licznych
akcjach i wydarzeniach taczacych
srodowiska polonijne i rodakow na
calym s$wiecie, wspdtpracuje takze
z wieloma instytucjami w kraju i za
granica. Budowanie toZzsamosci na-
rodowej ucznidéw opiera si¢ na trady-
cyjnych wartosciach, a mottem szko-
ly sa stowa jej patrona Jana Kar-
skiego: ,To co dla mnie, dla takich
jak ja bylo najwazniejsze zawierato
sie¢ w stowach przysiegi: Bog, honor,
ojczyzna.”

Zakonczony wlasnie rok szkolny
byt niezwykle intensywny, placowke
odwiedzita m.in. konsul Agata Gro-
chowska, dele-
gacja Instytutu
Pamieci Naro-
dowej na czele
Z prezesem dr
Karolem Na-

wrockim  czy

przedstawiciele

grupy rekon-

strukcy]r}e] > Jedna z uczestniczek
K?e's.owc.e] Dy- konkursu
wizji Piechoty. recytatorskiego

Ty

a —

Odbyly sie warsztaty historyczne z
Przystankiem Historia z Warszawy,
wirtualne spotkanie z historykiem
polonijnym Danielem Pogorzelskim,
profesorem Janem Miodkiem czy
zwiedzanie Muzeum Marii Konop-
nickiej w Zarnowcu. Uczniowie
Karskiego brali udziat w konkursach
plastycznych, historycznych, lite-
rackich i recytatorskich, zdobywajac
nagrody i wyrdznienia. Szkota
zorganizowata konkurs recytatorski
poswigcony tworczosci Marii Ko-
nopnickiej. Dolaczyta rowniez do
akqji ,Przerwa na czytanie” i , Polo-
nijny Dzien Dwujezycznosci”.
Troszczac sie o polskie miejsca
pamieci uczniowie Karskiego wy-
brali si¢ na wycieczke na cmentarz
i do mauzoleum w Justice. Jak
zawsze uroczyscie obchodzono waz-
ne rocznice i Swieta narodowe.
Bogaty program nie pozwalat zatem
na nudne zajecia.

Zakonczenie roku 14 maja miato

wyjatkowy charakter. Widok absol-
wentéw w togach wzruszyt wielu
zgromadzonych, nie zabraklo po-
dziekowan i przemoéwien. Prezes
Robaczewski méwigc o swoim pol-
skim pochodzeniu, zwrécil uwage
na wazna role polonijnych instytucji
takich jak PRCUA, ktére wspoma-
gaja edukacje mtodych Polonusow.
W podobnym tonie wypowiadata sie
Jolanta  Wisnicki, kierowniczka
oddziatu PSFCU w Bridgeview. Po
oficjalnej czesci Pan Robaczewski
spotkal si¢ z nauczycielami i za-
rzadem szkoty Karskiego gdzie pod-
sumowano dotychczasowa wspol-
prace i omowiono plany na
przysziosé.

Polska Szkota im. Jana Karskiego
juz prowadzi zapisy na rok szkolny
2022/2023, wszelkie informacje znaj-
duja sie na profilu szkoty na Face-
booku, stronie internetowej -
www.szkolakarskiego.org lub pod
numerem telefonu 708-289- 8640.

Absolwenci klasy maturalnej

FOK

THE . UUIKNEY

James Robaczewski i Jolanta Wisnicki na spotkaniu z nauczycielami i zarzagdem szkoty
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MATURY W SZKOLE
IM. SW. RAFALA KALINOWSKIEGO
W MUNSTER, INDIANA

Agata Wilgocki

30 kwietnia br. tegoroczni
maturzysci Polskiej Szkoty im. Sw.
Rafata Kalinowskiego w Munster:
Natalia Orban, Monika Swiajko
i Adrian Panasewicz przystapili do
jednego z najwazniejszych w zyciu
kazdego ucznia egzaminu - egza-
minu dojrzatosci.

Komisji przewodniczyta dyre-
ktor Matgorzata Czachor, ktdra byta
rownocze$nie wychowawcag klasy
maturalnej. Czlonkowie komisji eg-
zaminacyjnej, to wicedyrektor Yola
Czosnyka oraz prezes szkoty Monika
Otworowski. Obserwatorem z ra-
mienia Zakonu Ojcow Karmelitow
byt O. Andrzej Gbur — katecheta klas
licealnych.

Wszyscy maturzysci wykazali

wysoki poziom znajomosci literatury
polskiej, przedstawili swoje prace
maturalne na temat waznych postaci
literatury i nauki polskiej. Najlepszy
okazat sie maturzysta Adrian Pana-
sewicz, ktéry zakonczyl egzamin
maturalny zj. polskiego z wyrdznie-
niem. On tez wylosowat stypendium
w wysokosci $500.00, ufundowane
dla maturzystow przez Zarzad
Szkoty.

Gratulujemy wszystkim osig-
gniecia $wietnych wynikéw!

Zyczymy naszym absolwentom,
aby czas studiow byl czasem twoér-
czych i inspirujacych dziatan, w kto-
rym beda mogli doskonali¢ swoje
umiejetnosci, rozwija¢ zainteresowa-
nia, a posiadana wiedze wykorzy-
stywacé w praktyce.

Zwyciezca stypendium - Adrian Panasewicz

I4ATURA
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Maturzysci z cztonkami komisji egzaminacyjnej

MATURA 20.%W

Po egzaminie czas na gratulacje od mam i babé

MEDALE ,,PRO POLONIA ET
ECCLESIA” DLA DZIALACZY
POLONIJNYCH W CHICAGO

Dr Jan Jaworski

Polonijnym dziataczom
wreczono medale ,, Pro Polonia et Ec-
clesia”.

W  Chicago wybitnym dzia-
faczom zastuzonym w duszpaster-
stwie polskojezycznym  zostaty
wreczone medale Konferencji Epis-
kopatu Polski ,,Pro Polonia et Eccle-
sia”.

Medal ,,Pro Polonia et Ecclesia”
za zaangazowanie dla dobra Polonii
i Polakow za Granicg otrzymali: Ewa
i Stanistaw Chwata, Czestawa
Kardas Kolak, Krystyna Pokorna,
Aniela Bartoszek, Stanistawa Scyku-
towicz i Jan Jaworski.

Uhonorowani przyjeli medal
z duma i ogromna radoscia.




SOLIDARNI WOBEC
ROSYJSKIEJ AGRESJI

Blisko rok
temu, podczas
obchodéw  230.
rocznicy uch-

walenia polskiej
Konstytucji 3
maja, goscilismy

w Warszawie

prezydentéw Uk- Prezydent
rainy, Estonii,  Rzeczypospolitej
Lotwy i Litwy. Polskiej
Nasze panistwa  AndrzejDuda

lacza wiezy sasiedzkie oraz wspolne
wartosci, kultura, historia i obecne
wyzwania. Symbolem tych wiezi jest
druga w $wiecie nowoczesna ustawa
zasadnicza, przeksztalcajgca polska
demokracje szlachecka w spraw-
niejsza monarchie konstytucyjna.
Niestety, byto to dziatanie spoz-
nione. Trzy sprzymierzone absolu-
tyzmy, rosyjski, pruski i austriacki,
zniszczyly unikalny projekt poli-
tyczny i cywilizacyjny, jakim byta
wolnoéciowa, wieloetniczna, wie-
lowyznaniowa I Rzeczpospolita.
Przodkowie dzisiejszych obywateli
panstw Europy Srodkowo-Wschod-
niej zostali w wigkszosci poddanymi
cara. Zmuszono ich do wspierania
ekspansji Imperium Rosyjskiego
wlasna krwia, majatkiem i praca.
Pamietajac o tej lekcji historii,
o grabiezach, przesladowaniach,
niszczeniu dziedzictwa kulturowego
i aktach ludobodjstwa, jakich do-
puszczaly sie na naszych narodach
Rosja i Zwiazek Sowiecki, a takze
wobec trwajacej od roku 2014 fak-
tycznej okupacji czesci terytorium
Ukrainy przez wojska Federacji Ro-
syjskiej, jako prezydenci panstw na-
szego regionu podpisaliSmy wtedy
uroczysta deklaracje. Zaznaczylismy
w niej, ze jednoczaca si¢ Europa po-
winna by¢ otwarta na wszystkie
kraje i narody, ktore podzielaja jej
wartosci, oraz ze dla nas wszystkich
solidarno$¢ narodow, szczegodlnie
przy obecnych zagrozeniach dla nas-
zego wspolnego bezpieczenstwa, jest
jednym z kamieni wegielnych
pokoju, stabilnosci, rozwoju (...).
Stwierdzenia te wybrzmiaty
rownie mocno niemal rok pdzniej,
podczas ponownego spotkania
prezydentoéw Polski, Ukrainy, Litwy,
Lotwy i Estonii. Tym razem, 13
kwietnia biezacego roku, gospoda-
rzem byt Prezydent Wolodymyr

Zelenski. Zebralismy si¢ w ostrzeli-
wanym przez rosyjskich najezdzcow
Kijowie.

Ponawiane od lat dramatyczne
apele o stanowczos¢ i solidarnos¢
Europy w obliczu rosyjskiego neo-
imperializmu nie trafity do przeko-
nania czesci elit politycznych nasze-
go kontynentu. Otwarcie deklarow-
ana przez rezim Putina wola odtwor-
zenia — w tej czy innej formie -
,wiezienia narodéw”, jakim byt
Zwiazek Sowiecki, oraz strefy
wplywoéw w dawnych panstwach
bloku wschodniego; gloryfikowanie
komunizmu i Stalina; wprowadzanie
ducha roztamu posréd europejskiej
rodziny narodéw; préby ingerowa-
nia w procedury demokratyczne
panstw NATO i UE; represje wobec
rosyjskich dysydentéw oraz skryto-
bojcze ataki na nich; regularne narus-
zanie przestrzeni powietrznej i mor-
skiej panstw europejskich przez ro-
syjskie sity zbrojne oraz wrogie
dziatania w cyberprzestrzeni; in-
wazja na Gruzje w roku 2008 i wojna
hybrydowa przeciw Ukrainie w roku
2014; hybrydowy atak z roku 2021,
kiedy to podporzadkowany Mo-
skwie rezim Lukaszenki prze-
transportowat na Bialoru$ migran-
téw z Bliskiego Wschodu, a nas-
tepnie zmusit ich do forsowania
wschodniej granicy Polski, bedacej
rowniez granica UE i NATO -
wszystkie te ,dzwony bijace na
trwoge” nie przeszkodzily niekto-
rym politykom i liderom opinii
mowic o potrzebie ,,zrozumienia dla
Rosiji i jej wrazliwosci”. Nie dowie-
rzano przedstawicielom panstw na-
szego regionu, gdy ostrzegali, ze
nowe inwestycje infrastrukturalne
i kontrakty dotyczace dostaw ro-
syjskich noénikéw energii wezesniej
czy pOzniej zostana uzyte przez
Moskwe jako narzedzie brutalnego
szantazu. Ostatnie wydarzenia
dowiodly, ze si¢ nie mylilismy.

24 lutego 2022 roku stat sie
cezurg w historii $wiata. Po tra-
gicznym konflikcie w Bosni i Herce-
gowinie sprzed 30 lat w Europie
ponownie rozgorzata wojna. Znow
majq miejsce wydarzenia, jakich nie
widziano tu od roku 1945. Ging
tysiace zotnierzy i cywilow. Bombar-
dowane wsie i miasta znikaja z po-
wierzchni ziemi. Rosyjscy agresorzy

nie pozwalaja na ewakuacje ich
mieszkancéw. Stosujq taktyke ter-
roru i spalonej ziemi. Dopuszczaja
sie rozbojow, gwattéw i tortur -
takze wobec kobiet i dzieci — oraz lu-
dobodjczych masowych egzekugji.
Trwajace dochodzenia prokuratorow
Miedzynarodowego Trybunatu Kar-
nego musza doprowadzi¢ do skaza-
nia rozkazodawcow i sprawcow tych
porazajacych zbrodni przeciwko
ludzkosci.

Polskie wtadze, wolontariusze
i miliony Polakéw od pierwszych
chwil wojny pomagaja uciekinierom
z plonacej Ukrainy. Pomagamy
wrécic do doméw  obywatelom
ponad 150 krajow swiata. Na teryto-
rium Polski przedostaty sie blisko
3 miliony osoéb, z czego pozostaty
u nas blisko 2 miliony. S to gtéwnie
kobiety, dzieci i osoby starsze. Cho¢
nazywamy ich gosémi, a nie uchodz-
cami, cho¢ znajduja tu schronienie
nie w obozach przejsciowych, lecz
w mieszkaniach prywatnych, w bu-
dynkach parafii i zakonéw, placéw-
kach opieki zdrowotnej i obiektach
uzytecznosci publicznej, jest to dla
nas ogromne wyzwanie. Dla poréw-
nania — podczas kryzysu migracyj-
nego w roku 2015 do Europy
przybyto nieco ponad 1,8 miliona
0s6b. Pilnie potrzeba nam wsparcia
finansowego, co najmniej takiego,
jakie otrzymata Turcja po przyjeciu
3 milionéw uchodzcéw z Bliskiego
Wschodu.

Przede wszystkim jednak po-
mocy potrzebuja broniacy sie przed
zbrodnicza agresja Ukraincy. Po-
trzeba im sprzetu wojskowego oraz
konsekwentnej gospodarczej presji
na Rosje — tak aby oslabi¢ jej machine
wojenna.

Losy naszego kontynentu waza
sie dzisiaj na rowninach Ukrainy.
Trwa tam niezwykle dramatyczna
walka o bezpieczna przyszios¢, wol-
nos¢, tozsamosc i dobre imie catej
Europy. Czas na dyskusje juz minat.
Pora na solidarne, zdecydowane
dziatanie.

Andrzej Duda

Tekst ukazal sie w miesieczniku
opinii "Wszystko co Najwazniejsze"
oraz w mediach swiatowych w ra-
mach projektu "Opowiadamy Pol-
ske Swiatu" realizowanego przy
wspolpracy z Narodowym Bankiem
Polskim i Instytutem Pamieci Naro-
dowej.

150. ROCZNICA
SMIERCI
STANISLAWA
MONIUSZKI

Stanistaw Mo-
niuszko byt jednym
z najwybitniejszych
kompozytoréw pol-

skiego romantyz-
mu.
Urodzit sie :
5 maja 1819 r. MStar)lslaI:v
i oniuszko
w  Ubielu  kolo i iohe

Minska. Byt synem
Czestawa Moniusz-
ki, uczestnika kampanii napoleon-
skiej, rysownika i literata oraz
Elzbiety z d. Madzarskie;j.

Poczatkowa edukacja Stanistawa
zajmowata si¢ matka. W 1827 r. ro-
dzina przeniosta sie do Warszawy,
gdzie Stanistaw uczy? si¢ gry na for-
tepianie pod kierunkiem Augusta
Freyera. Od 1830 r. pobierat nauki
u Dominika Stafanowicza w Mirisku.
W 1837 r. wyjechat do Berlina, gdzie
studiowat pod okiem Carla Frie-
dricha Rungenhagena. Po ukoricze-
niu studiow w 1840 r. zamieszkat
w Wilnie, ozenit sie z Aleksandrag
Mulleréwna i zaczat dawac koncerty.
W Wilnie byt takze nauczycielem gry
na fortepianie i  koscielnym
organista.

W 1848 r. odbyta si¢ premiera 2-
aktowej opery Halka. Rozgtos zdobyt
po premierze 4-aktowej wersji Halki
w 1858 r. Rodzina Moniuszkéw
przeniosta sie do Warszawy, gdzie
Stanistaw objat stanowisko dyrek-
tora i organizatora opery. Od 1864 r.
pracowat réwniez w Instytucie
Muzycznym w Warszawie, gdzie
wyktadat harmonie i kontrapunkt.

Kolejne jego dzieta to Flis (pre-
miera w 1858 r.), Hrabina (1859 r.)
i Verbum nobile (1861 r.). Ze wzgledu
na wybuch powstania styczniowego,
premiera jego kolejnej opery Straszny
dwdr, napisanej w 1861 r. odbyla sie
dopiero w 1865 r. Straszny dwdr, uz-
nawany jest obok Halki za najwybit-
niejsze dzieto Moniuszki. Do konca
zycia ukonczyl opery Paria i Beata.
Komponowal tez balety, operetki,
kantaty, pie$ni i muzyke sakralna.

Stanistaw Moniuszko zmarl na
atak serca 4 czerwca 1872 r. w War-
szawie, pochowany jest na Cmen-
tarzu Powazkowskim.

Lafosse
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HAPPY FATHER'S DAY!

LIFE INSURANCE MEMBER BENEFITS

WHOLE, TERM & FINAL EXPENSE v POLISH LANGUAGE & DANCE SCHOOLS
NEW! — LIFE PAID UP AT 70 / SCHOLARSHIPS & EDUCATIONAL LOANS

ANNUITIES v/ CULTURE & TRADITION

v SPORTS TOURNAMENTS
NON-QUALIFIED & IRAS v NAROD POLSKI & OTHER PUBLICATIONS
up 10 3.75% APY ($500 MIN. DEPOSIT)

WITH THE ELITE T ANNUITY SERIES v" AND MUCH MORE!
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