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ANNIVERSARY

The United States celebrates its 250th anniversary, a historic
milestone known as the Semiquincentennial.

This occasion marks two and a half centuries since the adop-
tion of the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776, when
thirteen American colonies formally declared their separation
from Great Britain. The 250th anniversary is more than a cele-
bration of national independence; it is an opportunity for Amer-
icans to reflect on the nation's history, honor its achievements,
acknowledge its challenges, and envision its future.

The story of the United States began with a bold commit-
ment to the principles of liberty, equality, and self-government.
The Declaration of Independence, primarily authored by
Thomas Jefferson, asserted that all people possess certain un-
alienable rights, including life, liberty, and the pursuit of hap-
piness. These revolutionary ideas inspired not only the
formation of a new nation but also democratic movements
around the world. Although the nation did not immediately ful-
fill all of these ideals, the Declaration established a foundation
that generations of Americans would continue striving to
achieve.

Over the past 250 years, the United States has undergone
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tremendous transformation. From a collection of thirteen col-
onies along the Atlantic coast, it has grown into a diverse nation
of fifty states with a population exceeding 300 million people.
Throughout its history, the country has expanded geographi-
cally, industrialized economically, and emerged as a global
leader in science, technology, education, and culture. Major de-
velopments such as the construction of railroads, the rise of
manufacturing, the growth of cities, and the digital revolution
have reshaped American life and strengthened the nation's in-
fluence around the world.

The anniversary provides an opportunity to recognize the
many individuals who contributed to the nation's development.
Political leaders, inventors, educators, entrepreneurs, soldiers,
activists, and ordinary citizens have all played important roles
in shaping American society. Figures such as George Washing-
ton, Abraham Lincoln, Martin Luther King, Jr., and Susan B. An-
thony represent different eras and movements that advanced
the ideals of freedom and equality. Their leadership helped
guide the nation through periods of conflict, reform, and pro-
gress. At the same time, countless lesser-known Americans have
contributed through their work, service, (Continued on pg. 6)
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CANDIDATES FOR PRCUA NATIONAL OFFICES

The Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
(PRCUA) will hold its 64th National Convention
(held every four years) from August 8 to 9, 2026;
this will be the first ever virtual convention in the
organization's history. During the Convention, the
following will be elected: the National Chaplain,
three members of the National Board, and Na-
tional Directors (directors-at-large). Fourteen
members submitted official candidacies, and

Candidate Qualification Committee.

The current holders of the offices of National
Chaplain, President, and Secretary-Treasurer of
the PRCUA are running unopposed and will be
automatically elected to their positions. Three ap-
plications were received for the position of Vice
President. One candidacy was rejected by the
PRCUA Candidate Qualification Committee; con-
sequently, the two remaining candidates will vie

Eight candidacies were submitted for the po-
sition of National Director; one candidate with-
drew, so the remaining seven candidates will be
automatically elected to these roles. Information
regarding vacancies for the remaining National
Director positions will be announced in the future.

The Candidate Qualification Committee of the
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America is
pleased to introduce the following candidates for

twelve applications were approved by the PRCUA  for this position.

FOR THE OFFICE OF CHAPLAIN

VERY REV. CANON WALTER ]J. PTAK of Wyandotte,
Michigan has been a member of Sacred Heart Society #162
since 1962.
Education:
- B.A. degree from St. Mary’s College (1983)
- Master of Divinity, St. John Provincial Seminary (1987)
Work Experience:
- Priesthood Ordination, Blessed Sacrament Cathedral,
Detroit, Ml (1987)
- PRCUA Vice Chaplain (1994-2002)
- PRCUA National Chaplain since 2002
- National President of the Polish American Priests Asso-
ciation (2012-2017)
- Pastor of St. Sebastian Parish, Dearborn Hts., MI
- Pastor of Our Lady of Mount Carmel Parish, Wyandotte,
MI and St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish, Wyandotte, MI
- Currently, Pastor of Our Lady of Sorrows Catholic Pa-
rish, Farmington, MI

FOR THE OFFICE OF PRESIDENT

AGNIESZKA (AGNES) BASTRZYK of Elmwood Park,
Illinois has been a member of Cardinal Hlond Society #1219
since 2008.
Education:
- B.B.A. from Loyola University (2008)
- Fraternal Insurance Counselor Fellow (FICF)
- Life Management Institute LOMA (ALMI)
- Associate Customer Service (ACS)
Work Experience:
- Secretary of Illinois Fraternal Alliance (2010-2014)
- Treasurer, Secretary, Vice President of Polish American
Chamber of Commerce (2015-2025)
- Treasurer of Polish American Congress (since 2025)
- Board Member of Polish American Congress Charitable
Foundation (2024 to present)
- Chair of Polish Museum of America (since 2025)
- President of School Board of Holy Trinity Polish School
- PRCUA Underwriting  Assistant/Annuity ~Account
Administrator (2008-2011)
- PRCUA Marketing Director (2011-2018)
- PRCUA National Secretary-Treasurer (2018- 2025)
- PRCUA President (Interim) since 2025

national positions:

FOR THE OFFICE OF VICE PRESIDENT

MARGUERITA GRZESZCZUK of Chicago, Illinois has
been a member of Polish Women of St. Hedwig Society #84.
Education:
- Business Administration Coursework at DePaul Univer-
sity
- Life Management Institute LOMA (ALMI)
Work Experience:
- Senior Manager - Northwestern University (2000-2016)
- Consultant of Transportation Operations (2016)
Director of Operations - Free Enterprise System (2016-
2018)
Associate - Walmart (2019-2021)
PRCUA Sales Coordinator (since 2020)

ELIZABETH A. SADUS of Chicago Heights, Illinois has
been a member of St. Barbara Society #354 and St. Joseph
the Worker Society #1579 since 2004.
Education:
- A.A. from Prairie State College (1998)
B.A. from Purdue University - Calumet (2001)
M.S. from Purdue University - Calumet (2010)
[linois Teaching Certificate 6-12 (2002)
Indiana Teaching Certificate 5-12 (2002)
Life Insurance & Annuity License in Illinois & Indiana
(2011)
- Life Management Institute Fellow LOMA (FLMI)
- Life Management Institute LOMA (ALMI)
Work Experience:
- Middle school science teacher (2006-2007)
- PRCUA sales agent (2011to present)
- Self-employed caregiver (2015-2023)
- PRCUA National Director District 9 since 2012

FOR THE OFFICE OF SECRETARY-TREASURER

JULIE ROSZAK-PRADO of Chicago, Illinois has been a
member of Guards of Kosciuszko Society #475 since 2000.
- B.S.B.M. from Penn Foster University, Course credits
obtained (2016-2018)
- Life Management Institute LOMA (ALMI)
- Life Management Institute LOMA (ACS)
Work Experience:
- Customer Service Representative (1997-1998)
- General Office Correspondence & Customer Service
Representative (1998-2004)
- PRCUA Member Services & Annuity Department
Manager (2004-2025)
- PRCUA Secretary-Treasurer (Interim) since 2025




FOR THE OFFICE OF DIRECTOR

MYRON EDWARD CISLO of Lockport, Illinois has been a
member of Nicholas Copernicus Society #1575 since 1977.
- B.S. from Loyola University (1992)
- M.S.W. from University of Illinois (1998)
- LOMA courses
Work Experience:
- Cook County Public Guardian Office (26 yrs.)
PRCUA Polanie Dance Group manager
Co-chair of 63rd Pre-Convention Committee
M.S. from Jane Addams College of Social Work (1998)
PRCUA National Director District 8 since 2018

ELIZABETH D. DYNOWSKI of Orland Park, IL, has been
a member of Maria Konopnicka Society #1622 since 1979.
- B.A. from Northwestern University (1995)
- M.S.W. from Loyola University (1997)
- LOMA courses
Work Experience:
- Competitive team coordinator & lead instructor at
HHTD
- Secretary - Liberty Junior High School Improvement Plan
- School social worker - District III
- Chairperson of the PRCUA Adult Culture Group Annual
Fashion Show
- Secretary of 62nd PRCUA Convention
- Co-chair of 63rd Pre-Convention Committee
- PRCUA National Director District 8 since 2018

MICHAEL A. DYKLA of Boynton Beach, Florida has
been a member PRCUA since 1961 and belongs to Societies
#317, #1416, #1580 and #1598.

- Associate's degree from Worsham College (1981)

Work Experience:

- Owner of Dykla Funeral Home (1983-1996)

- Owner of Affordable Casket Sales (2000-2007)

- Zone Manager at Walmart Stores, Inc. (2007-2020)

- Office Manager of Pine Tree Village Homeowners Asso-

ciation (since 2021)

KRISTI M. MIHALIC of Canton, Michigan has been a
member of St. John the Baptist Society #87 and Sw. Jadwiga
Society #1552.
Education:
- B.S. from Central Michigan University (1988)
- B.SM.E. from University of Detroit Mercy (2001)
Work Experience:
- Ford Motor Co. (since 1989); Design Engineering Super-
visor since 2017
- PRCUA Wieliczka Dance Ensemble Director (since 2005)
- Founding member and Financial Secretary of PRCUA
Society #1552
- Financial Secretary of PRCUA Society #87 (since 2011)
- Shirley Ann Galanty Michigan State Ball Committee
member (since 2005)

CHRISTOPHER J.OZOG of Warren, Michigan has been
a lifelong member of St. John Paul II #1593 Society.
Education:
- B.S.A. from Lawrence Technological University
- M. Arch. from Lawrence Technological University
Work Experience:
- Licensed Architect in State of Michigan for the past 28
years

STANLEY J. PASKO JR. of Wyandotte, Michigan is a
member of Sacred Heart of Jesus Society #162.
Education:
- Associate’s Degree from Henry Ford Community
College
Work Experience:
- IT Analyst/Lead Programmer - Heritage Federal Savings
Bank (1987-1990)
- Vice President/Computer Operations Manager - Heri-
tage Federal Savings Bank (1990-1994)
- Team Sales Director - Park Athletic Supply (1994-1997)
- Owner/Operator - Sports Dimensions (1997- 2001)
- Manager ATM Services - The Wilson Group (2001-2006)
- Administrative Assistant - Corewell Health — Dearborn
Hospital and Medical Center (since 2007)
- PRCUA Soc. #162 President (since 2011)
- Chairman of City of Wyandotte Planning Commission -
current

BARBARA TOBOY of Wyandotte, MI has been a member
of St. Salomea Society #1368 since 1989.

Education:

- B.B.A. from St. Mary’s College (1989)

- M.Fin. from Walsh College (1996)

Work Experience:

- General Accountant & Finance Staff Trainee

- Senior Statistician/Accountant & Cost Accountant

- Data Analyst & Financial Analyst

- Market Research & Global Market Analysis Lead - Gen-
eral Motors (1989-2009)

- Sr. Analyst Manager and Associate Analytics Director -
WPP/VML/GTB (since 2011)

- PRCUA Rogalin Dance Troupe part-time choreogra-
pher/teacher (since 2021)

- Chairman of the Quadrennial Convention (since 2014)

- Vice Chair of Budget and Grievance Committee (2015-
2018)

- Constitution Committee member (2010 and 2014)

- Polish American Night at Comerica Park coordinator
(1998-2011)

- Michigan Fraternal Congress member (1998-2009)

- Michigan Fraternal Congress President (2007)

- Polish American Congress, Michigan Division Charitable
Foundation Treasurer (2010-2013)

- Polish Day Parade Vice Chair in Hamtramck (1998-2011)
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Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
Operating Results For the Quarter Ending
March 31, 2026

INCOME:
Life and Annuity Sales
Investment Income
Other Income

Total Income
EXPENSES:
Life and Annuity
General Expenses
Insurance Fees

Total Expenses:
Net Operating Income
Dividends to Members (deduct)
Net Capital Gain

Net Income
SURPLUS ACCOUNT:
Beginning Bal-Dec. 31, prior year
Net Income
Change in Reserves

Ending Balance

as of Statement Date

Mar. 31, 2026 Mar. 31, 2025

5,679,032 4,119,199
2,843,604 2,772,118
(7,425) 8,141
8,515,211 6,899,458
7,206,934 6,390,448
1,244,6146 1,106,593
1,257 76,262
8,512,805 7,573,303
2,406 (673,845)
(2,707) (39,007)
(760,000) 0
(760,301) (712,852)
4,656,959 7,340,682
(760,301) (712,852)
447 497 560,259
4,344,155 7,188,089

USA 250: HONORING THE PAST, SHAPING THE FUTURE

(Continued from pg. 1)

and dedication to their communities.

At the same time, the 250th anni-
versary encourages honest reflection
on the nation's struggles and short-
comings. The United States has faced
significant challenges throughout its
history, including slavery, racial dis-
crimination, conflicts with Indige-
nous peoples, economic inequality,
and political division. While the
country has made substantial pro-
gress in addressing many of these is-
sues, the anniversary serves as a
reminder that the pursuit of justice
and equality remains an ongoing ef-
fort. Understanding both the suc-
cesses and failures of the past helps
create a more complete and mean-
ingful appreciation of American his-
tory.

One of the most defining events
in American history was the Civil
War, which tested the nation's unity
and ultimately led to the abolition of
slavery. The Reconstruction era that
followed sought to rebuild the coun-
try and expand civil rights, though
many challenges remained. Later
movements, including the Civil
Rights Movement of the 1950s and
1960s, pushed the nation closer to its

founding ideals by challenging seg-
regation and discrimination. These
struggles demonstrate that progress
often requires courage, perseverance,
and collective action.The Semiquin-
centennial also highlights the
strength of American democracy. For
250 years, the United States has
maintained a constitutional system
of government that has endured
wars, economic crises, social upheav-
als, and political disagreements. The
principles established in the United
States Constitution continue to guide
the nation while allowing for adap-
tation and reform through amend-
ments and democratic processes.
This resilience demonstrates the im-
portance of civic participation, the
rule of law, and respect for demo-
cratic institutions.

American  democracy  has
evolved significantly since the na-
tion's founding. Voting rights have
expanded over time to include
groups that were once excluded from
the political process. Constitutional
amendments and legislative reforms
have strengthened democratic par-
ticipation and protected individual
rights. While debates about policy

and governance remain a central fea-
ture of American life, the ability to
address disagreements through
democratic institutions remains one
of the country's greatest strengths.

Another important aspect of the
anniversary is the celebration of
America's cultural diversity. The
United States is often described as a
nation of immigrants, shaped by
people from every corner of the
world. Different traditions, lan-
guages, religions, and cultural prac-
tices have contributed to a rich
national identity. The 250th anniver-
sary provides an opportunity to rec-
ognize the contributions of Native
Americans, African Americans, im-
migrants, and countless com-
munities whose experiences have
enriched the nation's story.

American culture has influenced
the world through literature, music,
film, sports, and technological inno-
vation. From jazz and blues to Holly-
wood films and modern digital
media, American creativity has
reached global audiences. Universi-
ties, research institutions, and busi-
nesses have also contributed
groundbreaking discoveries and in-
ventions that have improved lives
both within the United States and
abroad. These achievements reflect
the nation's spirit of innovation and
its commitment to exploring new
possibilities.

Across the country, commem-
orative events, educational pro-
grams, exhibitions, and community
activities are expected to bring
people together in celebration and
reflection. Schools, museums, histori-
cal societies, and local governments
will use the occasion to promote
greater understanding of American
history and civic engagement. These
activities encourage citizens to learn
from the past while considering their
responsibilities in shaping the future.
Historical reenactments, public lec-
tures, cultural festivals, and vol-
unteer initiatives are likely to play
important roles in the nationwide
observance.

The anniversary also offers an
opportunity to strengthen civic edu-
cation. By learning about the nation's
founding documents, historical
events, and democratic institutions,
citizens can become more informed
and engaged participants in public
life. Understanding history helps
people appreciate the sacrifices made
by previous generations and rec-

ognize the importance of preserving
democratic values for future genera-
tions.

Looking ahead, the 250th anni-
versary is not only about honoring
history but also about imagining
what the next 250 years might hold.
The United States faces complex
challenges, including technological
change, environmental concerns,
economic competition, and social po-
larization. Addressing these issues
will require innovation, cooperation,
and a renewed commitment to the
values that inspired the nation's
founding. Future generations will
continue to shape the country
through their ideas, leadership, and
participation in democratic life.

Advances in science and technol-
ogy will likely play a major role in
shaping America's future. Devel-
opments in artificial intelligence, re-
newable energy, medicine, and space
exploration have the potential to
transform society in profound ways.
At the same time, these innovations
raise important questions about
ethics, privacy, and equality. The na-
tion's ability to balance progress with
responsibility will help determine its
success in the decades ahead.

The 250th anniversary of the
United States is a moment of national
reflection and renewal. It celebrates
the enduring ideals of freedom, op-
portunity, and self-government
while acknowledging the work that
remains to achieve those ideals fully.
By examining the nation's history
honestly and thoughtfully, Ameri-
cans can gain a deeper appreciation
for their shared heritage and a
stronger sense of purpose for the fu-
ture.

As the United States marks this
remarkable milestone, the anniver-
sary serves as a reminder that the na-
tion's story is still being written. The
choices made today will influence
the course of the next chapter in
American history. The Semiquincen-
tennial offers an opportunity not
only to celebrate 250 years of
achievement but also to recommit to
building a more just, prosperous,
and united nation for generations to
come. By honoring the past, engag-
ing with the present, and preparing
for the future, Americans can ensure
that the ideals expressed in 1776 con-
tinue to inspire and guide the nation
for centuries to come.



ANNUAL PRCUA SACRED

HEART MASS

Flag bearers in the procession to the church

On Sunday, June 14, 2026, the
annual PRCUA Sacred Heart Mass
was celebrated at St. Maria Goretti
Parish in Dyer, Indiana.

The beautiful event on the occa-
sion of the feast of PRCUA patron,
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, was held
in thanksgiving for the many bless-
ings our fraternal organization has
received throughout the year and in
memory of our deceased members.

This year, the Mass was hosted
by District 9. PRCUA National
Chaplain the Very Rev. Canon
Walter J. Ptak was the celebrant and
homilist.

The Mass began with a proces-
sion of the flag bearers: Pawet Tru-
chan (D-7), 2026 Prince Charming
runner-up Kevin Wenc (D-8), and
Paul Pawlowski (D-9); young
PRCUA members of the “Polskie
Kwiaty” dance group, dressed in
Polish folk costumes; 2026 Cinderella
Ruby Konopacki and Prince Charm-
ing Piotr Tumiel; PRCUA Directors
Ewa Cholewinski (D-7), Elizabeth
Dynowski (D-8) and Elizabeth Sadus
(D-9); Secretary-Treasuer Julie Prado,
Vice President Micheline Jaminski
and her husband Richard, President
Agnieszka Bastrzyk and her hus-
band Daniel and Rev. Ptak, who ar-
rived from Michigan to celebrate this
special service together with PRCUA
members.

Cinderella Ruby Konopacki and
Prince Charming Piotr Tumiel served
as lectors of the Scripture passages
during the Liturgy of the Word and
PRCUA members Veronica and

Oliver Wilgocki read the intentions
for the Prayers of the Faithful. Gifts
were brought to the altar by PRCUA
officers and children.

In his homily, Rev. Ptak re-
marked on the cherished annual tra-
dition of the PRCUA Sacred Heart
Mass that blends faith, fraternal loy-
alty, and Polish heritage, uniting
members in devotion to their patron
and in gratitude for the organiza-
tion’s history and blessings. He also
referred to this year’s 250th anniver-
sary of the signing of the Declaration
of Independence and the contrib-
utions made by Poles, American Po-
lonia, and the PRCUA to the history
and development of the United
States.

Before the conclusion of Holy
Mass, President Bastrzyk thanked Fr.
Ptak for celebrating the service and
all those who took part in the cere-
mony honoring the PRCUA’s pa-
tron—the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Participating in the celebration
were past Nardd Polski Executive Ed-
itor Kathryn Romani, present Ex-
ecutive Editor Lidia Kowalewicz,
members of the Maria Konopnicka
Cultural Group, Home Office em-
ployees, and representatives of
PRCUA Districts 7, 8, 9. Participants
were invited for coffee and cake,
served in the parish hall after Mass.

Piotr Tumiel

ElEE0E
Rev. Canon Walter Ptak
- A} G

Weoe-E a

PRCUA extends sincere thanks
to Fr. Leonardo J. Gajard, pastor of
St. Maria Goretti Parish, for allowing
PRCUA members to celebrate the an-
nual Mass in honor of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus at his beautiful church,
as well as to the parish staff for assist-
ing Fr. Ptak with the liturgy and for
the uplifting music and divine sing-
ing that enriched the celebration.

_dNLIND

3 : J v
- WELE 1/
- JML i
PRCUA President
Agnieszka Bastrzyk
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ZAJACZEK DANCERS KEEP
A BUSY SCHEDULE

By Barb Ozog

Zajaczek dancers danced on the
field at Polish American Night at
Comerica Park on Friday, May 1. The
weather was cold, but that did not
stop the dancers from having an
amazing time on the field.

Zajaczek dancers and family
members assisted with cleaning up
the yard at St. Albertus Church

Day on May 9. They did a wonderful
job making the church’s yard look
amazing. Thank you to all who
helped.

Dancers honored those who
gave their all by walking in the Me-
morial Day Parade in Sterling
Heights, Michigan on Memorial Day.
Following the parade, they went to
the Century Banquet Center for a
short service honoring those who

Day every year. Zajaczek dancers
participated in this fun event that in-
cluded bowling, arcade games and,
of course, prizes! Every child left
with some sort of prize. There was a
raffle held for a big prize for different
age groups. The winners were pulled
at the end of bowling.

On Saturday, June 6, Zajaczek
joined other PRCUA dance groups to
dance on the field at UWM (Jimmy
John’s) Polish American Night. It
was a beautiful day to dance on the
field. The kids had a wonderful time
playing at the park and running the
bases after the game ended.

downtown Detroit for Join Hands served and lost their lives in the serv-
; ' ice of their coun-
try. Flags were
© raised and an-
thems sung in
the front lawn of
the Banquet
Center. Follow-
% ing the service,
— the dancers
- were treated to a
lovely spaghetti
luncheon.

St. John
Paul II Society
1593 hosts a
Youth Bowling

PRCUA /50‘
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Dance Ensemble
* Est. 2005

Memorial Day parade

Our next performance will be
during the Polish Festival at the Cen-
tury Banquet Center in Sterling
Heights, MI at the end of June.

The new dance season is begin-
ning in mid-September. Zajaczek

Youth bowling
Dance Ensemble enrolls children
2.5-18 years old. For more infor-
mation on how to join this group,
contact Colleen Bonkowski, Director
at zajaczekschool@yahoo.com.

FLAG DAY OBSERVANCE AT THE
PRCUA HOME OFFICE

On Monday, June 15, PRCUA
held its annual Flag Day observance
program, bringing PRCUA and
PMA employess together to honor
the American flag.

The ceremony began with a
warm welcome from President Ag-
nieszka Bastrzyk, who greeted at-
tendees and remarked about the
importance of celebrating the values
of freedom, unity, and patriotism.

Following the welcome, every-
one proudly joined in singing the
American national anthem, demon-

strating respect for the flag and the
country it represents. Secretary-
Treasurer Julie Prado then led the
audience in the Pledge of Allegiance.

The program continued with
Vice President Micheline Jaminski,
who presented a meaningful Flag
Day poem that reflected on the his-
tory and symbolism of the Stars and
Stripes.

The observance concluded with
a spirited rendition of "America the
Beautiful," sung by all.

The inspiring ceremony pro-
vided an opportu-
nity for the
employees to re-
flect on the signifi-
cance  of  the
American flag and
to celebrate the en-
during values that
unite our nation.




POLISH HERITAGE NIGHT WITH THE
CHICAGO WHITE SOX

By Conrad Wiecek

This year’s Polish Heritage Night
with the Chicago White Sox was held
on June 23. It was an evening full of
excitement, emotions, and expres-
sions of Polish culture throughout
the park. Spectators enjoyed a fun
summer evening of baseball and Pol-
ish heritage.

The evening began with a
parade around the field, followed by
a performance by the Wesoty Lud
Polish Folk Dance Company of
PRCUA, which presented a suite of
regional dances from Spisz. The na-
tional anthem was led by PRCUA
member (and Wesoty Lud dancer)
Dominca Zyskowska; District 8 Di-
rector Myron Cislo threw out the

Bl

Myron Cislo throwmg the flrst baII

first pitch. A polka band entertained
the crowd before the game, and tra-
ditional Polish delicacies were avail-
able from food kiosks during the
game. Fans also received a special
commemorative jersey with a Polish
flair.

There was a sea of white and red
in the stands, and notably, a strong
PRCUA representation of over 400
among the fans. A record-breaking
number of PRCUA members at-
tended the game and were joined

with members of other Polish groups
and organizations. Joining the
PRCUA group were President Ag-
nieszka Bastrzyk, Vice President Mi-
cheline Jaminski, Secretary-Treasurer
Julie Roszak-Prado, District 8 Direc-
tors Myron Cislo and Liz Dynowski
as well as PRCUA employees and
members and their families and
friends. The game was also a special
birthday celebration for member
Walter Dynowski, who celebrated
his 80th birthday.

There with a true feeling of fra-
ternalism and camaraderie among
those present. We're already looking
forward to next year!

30 mms YOUNG, STILL HAVING rum
Do lisle Heart, S from e Start!
GO SOX 7’

PRCUA fans enjoying the game

SCHOLARES
MINORES PRO
MUSICA ANTIQUA
TO PERFORM AT
ORCHARD LAKE

The Polish Institute of Culture &
Research at Orchard Lake (PICROL)
is honored to welcome forty young
musicians from Poniatowa, Poland,
near Lublin, for a special concert by
the internationally acclaimed Schol-
ares Minores pro Musica Antiqua on
Friday, July 10, 2026, at 7:00 p.m. at
Galeria at Orchard Lake Schools,
3535 Indian Trail, Orchard Lake,
Michigan.

The evening will feature Renais-
sance and Baroque sacred music per-
formed on historical instruments and
accompanied by authentic period
costumes and traditional dances. A
complimentary reception and family
activities will follow the perform-
ance.

Founded in 1975 by distin-
guished musicologists Danuta and
Witold Danielewicz, Scholares Mi-
nores pro Musica Antiqua has spent
five decades preserving and sharing
Europe’s rich musical heritage. To-
gether with associated choirs and en-
sembles, the organization brings
together nearly 200 children and
young people and recently cele-
brated the Golden Jubilee of both the
ensemble and the artistic careers of
its founders.

Over the past fifty years, the
young artists of Poniatowa have per-
formed more than 3,000 concerts and
completed 127 artistic tours through-
out Europe and around the world.
Their work has been featured in
more than 100 radio and television
productions and  documented
through numerous recordings.

The ensemble’s performances
combine vocal music, historical
dance, and faithful reproductions of
early instruments, including violins,
viola da gambas, shawms, crum-
horns, cornamuses, Gothic harps,
hurdy-gurdies, and recorders. Their
colorful costumes and extraordinary
musicianship transport audiences
back centuries while preserving tra-
ditions for future generations.

Admission is free, but reserva-
tions are requested.

JANLTIND
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SPRING AT
ST. RAPHAEL
KALINOWSKI SCHOOL

By Bozena Matson

Spring seems to be the busiest time of year at
our school. It appears that everyone is awakening
from their winter slumber, brimming with energy
and a zest for life.

On March 14, the school hosted wycinanki
workshops (the Polish art of paper cutting), led by
artist Grace Bazylewski—who has harbored a
deep passion for this creative form for years. What
began as a way to pass the time during an illness
that confined her to bed eventually evolved into a
source of income during her college years. Over
the years, together with a group of friends, she
helped decorate the Polish Christmas tree at the
Museum of Science and Industry in Chicago. Now
retired, she organizes artistic paper-cutting work-
shops at libraries throughout Chicago and the sur-
rounding area. Our students listened with great
enthusiasm to the history of wycinanki and the in-
structions regarding the techniques used to create
them. Even the youngest students approached
their projects with passion and total dedication.
We are deeply grateful that Grace Bazylewski was
willing to share her vast knowledge
and talent with us.

On March
14, eighth-
grade students
participated in
a Day of Reflec-
tion (Dzien Sku-
~ pienia), an

Wycinanki

integral part of their preparation for receiving the
Sacrament of Confirmation. Students from our
school, together with youth from the Fr. S. Chole-
winski Polish School, spent this time in reflection
and prayer, strengthening their sense of com-
munity. The Day of Reflection served as an oppor-
tunity to pause and step away from the hustle and
bustle of daily life—a chance to deepen one's faith
and prepare as fully as possible for the reception
of this important sacrament. Father Wactaw Lech
served as the spiritual guide during the Day of Re-
flection, while our students were prepared for the
Sacrament of Confirmation by their teacher, Ewa
Slon.

On March 15, the Chicago Live Theater Pro-
duction group visited the Shrine of the Discalced
Carmelite Fathers in Munster, Indiana—where
our school is located —to present "The Passion of
the Christ." Students who chose to participate in
this event had the opportunity to undergo a
deeply moving religious and artistic experience.
The performance featured the father of one of our
students —Tomasz Wrobel, who has been in-
volved in theater for 13 years—playing the role of
a Roman soldier. The play was written and di-
rected by Cecylia Jablonska.

On March 21, the school welcomed another
special guest. "Mrs. Spring" (Bozena Matson) paid
a visit to the preschool and kindergarten classes.
She brought along gifts illustrating the seasonal
changes occurring in the plant and animal king-
doms. Together with the students, she conducted
a science experiment, presented spring-themed lit-
erature, and participated in various educational
games and activities with the children. This spring
educational program —aimed at enriching the stu-
dents' experiences and vocabulary —was imple-
mented through a multisensory exploration of the
world around them. To conclude the visit, the stu-
dents created spring-themed artwork, which was
subsequently submitted to the “ABC7 Weather
Sketchers” television program. ABC7 presented
art projects of the following students: Asha
Byczko, Karina Garcia and Oliwer Sojka. We are
so proud of our students!

Ms. Spring

On March 28th, the Easter Bunny arrived,
bringing with him a basket full of Easter treats, as
well as plenty of hugs and joy. He was accompa-
nied by Elizabeth Sadus—Director of District 9 —
who extended Easter wishes to the children and
distributed symbolic sweet Easter eggs.

On that day, the older grades received the Sac-
rament of Confession, while the entire school com-
munity participated in the Stations of the Cross, a
spiritual preparation for the Easter holidays.

Following the Easter break, on April 11th, the
school’s students went on a field trip to a bowling
alley. The time spent together provided an oppor-
tunity to strengthen bonds among the students
and to foster their physical fitness. After the excite-
ment of the sport and some healthy competition,
the students took a break to enjoy pizza together.

On April 18, Polish traveler Piotr Sliwinski
met with students and parents for a lecture ded-
icated to his travels around the world. The pres-
entation featured slides and films highlighting the
beauty of various corners of the globe he has vis-
ited, as well as the challenges and dangers he has
faced along the way. Piotr Sliwinski has reached
the highest peaks on every continent and travels
using every available means of transport—even
unconventional ones. The presentation was so en-
gaging that it captivated everyone—from pre-
schoolers to older students, as well as teachers and
parents. In every aspect, it was an interesting, in-
formative, and enriching encounter. Mr. Sliwiriski
emphasized that we can truly achieve whatever
we set our minds to. He encouraged everyone not
to be afraid to dream big, reminding them that in
life, anything is possible —provided one believes
in it and actively pursues it. He also highlighted
the importance of knowing foreign languages and
encouraged students to continue learning the Pol-
ish language, noting that such skills are truly valu-
able and beneficial.

Bowling



Students with Piotr Sliwinski

On May 2, the school partici-
pated in the parade celebrating the
Polish Constitution Day of May 3rd
in Chicago. This annual outing is met
with great enthusiasm by both stu-

=
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bonds.

On May 9, families
from the school com-
munity gathered at the
banquet hall of the Car-
melite Fathers. The cele-
| bration of Family Day
" has become a cherished
g school tradition. Over
coffee and cake, every-
one enjoyed student per-
formances.

On May 16th, the
school year drew to a
close. The Holy Mass was celebrated
by Father Piotr Linka. He reminded
us that "this Polish school serves as a
reminder of where we came from
and where we are going." He empha-

= . PoLska Szkora
P Lfe v Sw RAFALA KALINOWSKIEG

dents and parents. It serves not only
to commemorate this historic event
but also to showcase the school com-
munity and to strengthen social

May 3rd Polish Parade

1
“ \
R\

Family Day

&
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sized the importance of education
within the Polish school setting. We
also reflected on the significance of
three simple phrases—"please," "I'm
sorry," and "thank you" —both in our
prayers and in interactions with par-
ents, teachers, and other people.

All good things must come to an
end. The educational experience at
the St. Rafal Kalinowski Polish
School is, in every respect, invalu-
able. It offers access to a comprehen-
sive curriculum, opportunities for
spiritual growth, and avenues for
musical development—specifically
through participation in the schola
and dance classes. Furthermore, it

provides a chance to meet individ-
uals of Polish heritage, to celebrate
holidays and traditions rooted in
Polish culture together, and to en-
gage in interactions beyond the class-
room walls that foster strong bonds
and a sense of community among the
students.

The St. Rafat Kalinowski Polish
School is now closing its doors for
the summer season, wishing every-
one—teachers, students, and our es-
teemed readers—a wonderful and
restful summer vacation.

Photos: The school community

Teachers
For more information about the school:

http://www.polskaszkolakalinowskiego.org
https://www facebook.com/polskaszkolakalinowskiego

The Adult Culture Group
of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

cordially invites high school students to participate in the

Saturday, November 21, 2026

Students need to be a member of PRCUA, to be a candidate.
Being a candidate gives young adults an opportunity
to receive scholarship funds while actively promoting
Polish Culture in_America.

Al are invited

For more information email us at adultculturegroup@gmail.com

4

The Orientation will be Sunday, September 20, 2026

|
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46™ ANNUAL PMA
SUMMER GALA

On June 12, the Polish Museum of America
(PMA) hosted the 46th Annual Summer Gala - its
largest fundraiser, with proceeds supporting gen-
eral operations of the PMA. The elegant event was
held at the O’Hare Tech Center in Schiller Park, II-
linois. This year’s Gala celebrated the contrib-
utions of Polish Americans to 250 years of
American independence.

The evening began with a cocktail reception,
during which guests had their first opportunity to
view the Silent Auction items displayed in the ball-
room throughout the event. Mateusz Bomba,
Chair of the 2026 Summer Gala and Master of Cer-
emonies, delivered the welcome remarks; sub-
sequently, Nina Romek performed the national
anthems, and the opening prayer was offered by
Fr. Robert Bedzinski SChr., Chaplain of the PMA
and Director of the Holy Trinity Polish Mission in
Chicago. A toast was given by Agnieszka Bas-
trzyk, Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
President and PMA Board Chair, and Matgorzata
Kot, PMA Managing Director.

Regina Jurkowska, Consul General of the Re-
public of Poland in Chicago, also addressed the
audience. The artistic portion of the program was
provided by the PRCUA’s "Polonia" Song and
Dance Ensemble, which performed two dances.

Every year, the PMA recognizes individuals
and organizations for their commitment to Amer-
ican Polonia in promulgating Polish and Polish
American heritage, culture and community as well
as supporting the PMA in its mission with the
"Polish Spirit" Award. This year, three recipients
were honored at the gala. Two awards in the indi-

Chair of the 2026 Summer
Gala Mateusz Bomba

Nina Romek singing national
anthems

Fr. Robert Bedzinski, SChr.

Consul Regina Jurkowska

Agnieszka Bastrzyk and Matgorzata Kot presenting the 2026 Polish Spirit Award to (I-r) Hubert Cioromski,

{

Piotr Uzarowicz and Jakub Nowak

vidual category were presented to Hubert Cio-
romski, President of the Polish American Con-
gress, and to director and screenwriter Piotr
Uzarowicz. In the organization category, the
award went to PNC Bank-Illinois. Mr. Cioromski,
Mr. Uzarowicz and Jakub Nowak, SVP Regional
Manager at PNC Bank-Illinois, thanked the PMA
for this honor and highlighted the institution's ex-
traordinary dedication to preserving Polish and
Polish-American history and culture for future
generations.

It has also become customary at the PMA Gala
to recognize the "BialyKruk" donors—individuals,
organizations, and institutions that have made the
largest donations to the PMA. All the generous do-
nors received beautiful white roses.

Ms. Bastrzyk took the opportunity to express
gratitude, on behalf of the PMA, to Micheline Ja-

Regina Jurkowska, Agnieszka Bastrzyk, Matgorzata Kot and
Micheline Jaminski cutting the cake

minski, who—during her 12-year tenure as Vice
President of the PRCUA—also served as Vice
Chair of the PMA Board of Directors and sup-
ported the museum both professionally and per-
sonally. She presented Mrs. Jaminski with a
bouquet of flowers and a hand-made stained glass
picture.

The evening continued with dancing to the
music of the Anthony Kawalkowski Orchestra,
and a lively silent auction benefiting the PMA.

The success of the evening was made possible
thanks to the Summer Gala Committee, all the
guests, sponsors, donors, advertisers, and sup-
porters—for their generosity and commitment—
as well as the numerous volunteers whose hard
work, dedication, and countless hours of prepara-
tion ensured an unforgettable experience for ev-
eryone.

- P Qe / 4l
Julie Prado, Agnieszka Bastrzyk and Matgorzata Kot
presenting flowers and a gift to Micheline Jaminski
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Polonia Song and Dance Ensemble presenting dances from old Warsaw (above)
and from the Podlasie region (right)
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AFTER 37 YEARS

On Friday, May 29, the officers
and staff of the PRCUA office gath-
ered in the board room to bid a warm

JOLANTA ZACHARA RETIRES

farewell to Jolanta Zachara as she
began her well-deserved retirement.

Jolanta worked in the Member-
ship Department, where she earned
the respect and appreciation of her
colleagues through her dedication,
professionalism, and friendly nature.
Over the years, she became not only
a valued employee but also a cher-
ished friend to many staff members.

PRCUA  Secretary-Treasurer
Julie Prado, longtime Membership
Department manager, thanked Jo-
lanta for her hard work, loyalty, and
commitment to the organization, and
wished her a healthy, happy, and en-
joyable retirement.

Congratulations and best wishes,
Jolanta!

THANK YOU NOTES FROM
SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Dear PRCUA,

I am honored to be selected as a recipient of the $250 scholarship. Your
support will make a meaningful difference in my college journey, and I sin-
cerely appreciate your commitment to helping Polish dance students pursue
higher education.

Thank you.

Amanda Hess - Zajaczek Dance School

Thank you so much for the scholarship! It was very generous. This
money will go towards my education and I will be able to fulfill my dream
of becoming a lawyer.

Hanna Palion

Dear Mrs. Micheline Jaminski,

I am writing to sincerely thank you for giving me the opportunity to be
a recipient of the PRCUA Fraternal Department Scholarship in the amount
of $500. I am truly honored and grateful for your generosity and support.

This scholarship will greatly assist me in furthering my education and
easing the financial responsibilities that come with pursuing my academic
goals. Knowing that an organization like PRCUA believes in my potential
motivates me to continue working hard and striving for excellence in both
my studies and my involvement in my community.

I deeply appreciate PRCUA’s commitment to supporting students and
investing in our future. Your generosity is making a meaningful difference
in my educational journey. I am proud to represent the values of the Fraternal
Department as I continue my education.

Thank you again for this incredible opportunity and for your continued
support of students like me.

Sincerely,

Camden Rose Walters

_dNLIND
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1. Color the picture.

< Happy Birthday
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3. Find 10 differences.
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PRCUA SOCIETY #1593
34™ ANNUAL YOUTH BOWLING

By Joann S. Ozog

Youth bowling winners

The 34th Annual Youth Bowling
Fun Day hosted by PRCUA #1593
took place on Saturday May 30, at
Sterling Hts. bowling alley in Ster-
ling Hts.,, Michigan. Twenty-five
bowlers (ages 3-18) attended this
event, which consisted of bowling,
prizes, munchies and arcade games.

Everyone received a prize do-
nated by Barb Ozog, Little Caesars
(c/o Jerry Lubiarz), AAA, Polish
American Federal Credit Union
(PAFCU), Srodeks Polish Market and
the Detroit Tigers. Since PAFCU gave
larger prizes, a free raffle was held in
three categories: age 3-7 won by
Bjorn Regnier, age 8-12 won by An-
drew Pakula, and age 13-18 won by
Teresa Hudson. There also were six
boxes of delicious Polish chocolates
that were additional raffle prizes.
After the children bowled, they had
a great time at the arcades.

This event gives our younger
members the opportunity to socialize
with other PRCUA members and
have fun. These are memories that
last forever. In fact, some of the par-
ents participated years back and now
are continuing this tradition with
their children.

It takes one chairman to organize
the event but many others to make it
successful.

Thank you to Brian Brumm for
being chairman, all the sponsors who

for bringing them to an event which
promotes fraternalism.

generously donated prizes, the chil-
dren for attending and the parents

St. Stans Society #718
/) 22nd PRCUA Family Picnic

Come join us for some food, drinks,

and social friendship

with members, family, and friends. ‘

Saturday, August 15, 2026 =
From1to 8 p.m

Taylor Heritage Park, Pavillion A

12111 Pardee Rd., Taylor, M
Goddard
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INTERNATIONAL OPPORTUNITY
TO PERFORM ON A GLOBAL
STAGE

Chicago Violin Competition 2026 Registration Now Open
Young Artist Division (Ages 7-17) / Senior Artist Division (Ages 18-28)

The Chicago Violin Competition (CVC) is an international violin compe-
tition held online, providing promising young talent an outlet to exhibit their
art on the world’s stage. CVC is now accepting registrations for its 2026 edition,
scheduled for November 22, 2026.

This prestigious online competition welcomes talented violinists aged 7—
28 from around the world. Recognized for its high standards and commitment
to nurturing young talent, CVC continues to inspire the next generation of vi-
olinists while connecting musicians worldwide through a vibrant virtual stage.

Young Artist Division (Ages 7-17)
Senior Artist Division (Ages 18-28)

A selection of concerts and solo repertoire is available on the website.

Registration Info
* Deadline: September 30, 2026
e Entry Fee: $200 - Young Artist / $250 - Senior Artist

About CVC: The Chicago Violin Competition (CVC), hosted by the American
Music Institute (AMI) — celebrating 20 years of music excellence in 2026 — in-
vites young violinists to set inspiring musical goals. This international compe-
tition offers a global platform to showcase talent, connect with world-class
musicians, and supports AMI’s mission of providing high-quality, accessible
music education and performance opportunities in Chicago and beyond.

Register & learn more: www.chicagoviolincompetition.org

Contact: chicagoviolincompetition@amimusic.org | 630-850-8505

For more media information, please contact:

chicagoviolincompetition@amimusic.org

Chicago Violin Competition @ American Music Institute

630-850-8505 - www.chicagoviolincompetition.org
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Submit your news and photos to: lidia-kowale a
and we will publish them in the Nardd Polski.

ANTHONY STANISLAUS
WALAWENDER OBITUARY

Anthony S. Wa-
lawender, age 96,
of Warren, Michi-
gan, passed away
peacefully on
June 8§, 2026.

He was born in
Sl Duninéw, Poland
on October 28, 1929. When WWII
started, the Soviet Army deported
his family to Siberia, after which he
journeyed through Kazakhstan, Iran
and then India before arriving at the
Orchard Lake Schools as one of the
“Chtopcy z Polski”. A proud gradu-
ate of St. Mary’s Preparatory and
College, and the University of De-
troit, he was a retired U.S. Army ve-
teran of the Korean War who
dedicated his career to teaching and
promoting Polish language and cul-
ture. He founded the Adam Mickie-
wicz Polish Language School and
was a devoted parishioner at Our
Lady of Czestochowa Church.

He was predeceased by his par-
ents, Stanistaw and Maria Walawen-
der; his brother Jozef Walawender.
He is survived by his wife Helen; his
children, Christine McClelland (Rob-
ert), Barbara Wisniewski, Richard
Walawender (Brenda), Chester Wala-
wender (Julie), Joann Spencer (Wil-
liam), Diane Burlison (James) and
Anna Mathie (Craig); his grandchil-
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dren, Cassandra McClelland, Alex-
ander McClelland, Christopher Wis-
niewski (Leann), Nicholas Wisniew-
ski (Meghan), Angela Wisniewski-
Cobbina (Awenate), Nicole Tabin,
Andrew Walawender (Katelyn), Te-
resa Walawender, John Walawender
(McKenna), Maria Walawender, Ti-
mothy Bazil (Megan), Carlee Gaidica
(Matthew), Jenna Sanders (Mathieu),
Matthew Burlison (Olivia), Stephanie
Hall (Barrett), Joshua Mathie, Luke
Mathie and Joseph Mathie; his great
grandchildren, Estella, Vera, Jax Wis-
niewski, Maximilian, Lillian, Olivia
Wisniewski, Baldwin Ama Cobbina,
Caitlin, Clara Tabin, Genevieve,
Gemma Walawender, Huxley, Theo
Gaidica, Violet and Sadie Burlison;
and his sisters, Stanistawa Cham-
erska (late Stanistaw), Zofia Walisie-
wicz (late Zdzistaw) and Danuta
Wrona (Kazimierz), and numerous
nieces and nephews.

A funeral Mass was held on
Monday, June 15, at the the Our
Lady of Czestochowa Catholic
Church in Sterling Heights, Michi-
gan, followed by interment at Resur-
rection Cemetery.

Anthony S. Walawender was a
member of PRCUA Society #1593.

May he rest in eternal peace.
Please remember Mr. Walawender
and his family in you prayers.

DEARLY DEPARTED
PRCUA BROTHERS AND SISTERS

Member Society State
Beavers, Bernadette 2001 PA
Butkowski, Paul 2159 OH

Charczynski, Mary 463 CT

Croff, Thomas 2342 Ml
Durka, Lorraine 179 IL
Ellis, Timmy L. 1492 FL

Kruczkiewicz, Ronald 119 PA

Kushel, Virginia 1593 MI
Laskiewicz, Edmund 531 PA
Lepak, Dianne M 89 Wi
Lo Presti, Marianne 527 MT
Lulewicz, Ray R. 957 IL
Malinowski, Duane 1585 OH
Marsh, Deborah E. 718 M

¥

Member Society State
Martino,Guy 1000 IL

Martinowsky, Barbara A. 119 NY
Mroczkowska, Joann 539 MO

Myers, Dorothy J. 750 N
Oakley, Carolyn L. 1641 NC
Ryan, Florence 572 NJ
Sanders, Luvinia 1640 GA
Stock, John 308 IL

Szymczyk, Julius S. 1593 MI

Widanka, Carol A. 540 NY
Wisniewski, John A. 237 PA
Wojton, Robert E. 712 NY
Wrzesniewski, Liam 1219 IL

Zielinski, Gary 2303 Wi

PRCUA extends deepest condolences to the families of our members who
departed recently. May eternal light shine upon them. Please remember our
deceased members and their families in your prayers.
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NOWE TERMINOWE KONTO EMERYTALNE » MYGA: Wieloletnie konto emerytalne

ZE STAEYM OPROCENTOWANIEM z gwarantowanym oprocentowaniem
= SPDA: Jednorazowa wptata
3 LETNIA 5 LETNIA z odroczonym opodatkowaniem

= $10,000 minimum wpftaty

MYGA MYGA » Plany przeznaczone dla wieku 0-95 lat

O/ O/ - Automatyczne odnowienie
(o) O - 10% bezptatna wyptata roczna
m APY n APY

« Dostosowanie do wartosci rynkowej

= $5,000 minimum wptaty

GWAR. APY. GWAR. APY. » Plany przeznaczone dla wieku 0-90 lat
WYPLATY LATA 1-2 LATA 3-4
= 10% bezptatna wyptata roczna

WARg‘{\ggw-EWYI 5. 5 0 o/o 4 5 0 o/o » Gwarantowane oprocentowanie

WARIANT CENOWY 2 (o) (o) na okres 4 lat
JIU-JUUC 5'25 /o 4'25 /o » FPDA: Mozliwos¢ dodatkowych wptat

w;ngl_,A&T_(:sEL\l‘gvl\l(Y3 5.000/0 4.00°/O = Minimum gwarantowane 2.40%

4

EMERYTALNE KONTO SERIA 8 LETNIA . $500 minimum wptaty = Plany przeznaczone dla wieku 0-90 lat

CZLONKOWSKIE 2 _50 :Ze » Mozliwos$é dodatkowych wptat = Minimum gwarantowane 2.40%

WSZYSTKIE CERTYFIKATY PRCUALife SA ZABEZPIECZONE WYMAGANYMI REZERWAMI
Podane oprocentowanie moze ulec zmianie. Aktualne oferty mozna znalez¢ na naszej stronie internetowej wwwiprcua.org. Produkty PRCUALIfe nie sg dostepne we wszystkich stanach.

Szczegoty ofert w Dziale Sprzedazy: (800) 772-8632 wew. 2755 lub sales@prcua.org
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UBEZPIECZENIA
BEZ TAJEMNIC

Robert Sobczak
Specjalista ds. ubezpieczen

Okres urlopowy juz w petni. Wielu
z nas szykuje sie¢ na podroze waka-
cyjne. Czesto sa to wyjazdy poza
USA. Wysytamy tez naszych milu-
siniskich na kolonie do ojczyzny lub
po prostu odwiedzamy rodzine za-
granica. Posiadajac ubezpieczenie
zdrowotne w USA, nie zawsze pa-
mietamy o tym by zabezpieczy¢ nas
lub nasze dzieci przed kosztami le-
czenia lub wypadku w trakcie poby-
tu zagranica. Wielu z nas po prostu
nie zdaje sobie sprawy, ze takie pla-
ny zdrowotne istniejg lub po prostu
w nattoku spraw organizacyjnych
zwigzanych z wyjazdem o tym zapo-
minamy. Na szcze$cie nabycie ubez-
pieczenia na zdrowie jest prostsze
niz nam by sie wydawato. Poza tym
koszt takiego planu moze okazacd sie
na tyle maty, ze nie warto bedzie go
nie wykupic.

Przypomnijmy pare zasad odnos$nie
ubezpieczen na zdrowie w czasie po-
bytu zagranica:
1. Po pierwsze, wyjazdowe ubez-
pieczenia na zdrowie wykupu-
jemy na okres od momentu

opuszczenia kraju, do momentu
powrotu. Istnieje mozliwos¢
przedtuzenia czasu trwania po-
lisy, jesli przedluzymy pobyt
zagranica. Zazwyczaj trzeba te-
go dokona¢ przed wygasnie-
ciem oryginalnej polisy tak, by
zachowac ciaglto$¢ pokrycia.

. Cena polisy zalezy od paru

czynnikéw. Przede wszystkim
od ilo$ci 0sob na polisie, wieku
ubezpieczonych, czasu pobytu
zagranica, kraju lub krajow,
ktore odwiedzamy oraz wyso-
kosci pokrycia i deductible
w polisie.

. Nalezy pamieta¢, ze jesli odwie-

dzamy pare krajow w trakcie
podrézy, to najczesciej nalezy
poda¢ do wyceny kraj, w kto-
rym spedzimy najwiecej czasu.
Polisy wyjazdowe na zdrowie
najczesciej beda obowigzywac
w calym regionie, a nie tylko
w danym kraju.

. Wiekszos$¢ polis bedzie pokry-

wacd koszty leczenia wypadku
oraz nowych zachorowan
w czasie pobytu zagranica. Jesli
jesteSmy w trakcie leczenia lub
terapii upewnijmy sie, czy na-
sza polisa wyjazdowa pokryje
leczenie tych schorzen lub scho-
rzen z nimi zwigzanych.

. Wigkszo$¢ z nas nie zdaje sobie

sprawy, ze najwiekszym kosz-
tem leczenia zagranica moze

okazac sie koszt transportu me-
dycznego do kraju. W razie po-
waznej choroby lub wypadku
nie mozemy podrozowac samo-
lotami rejsowymi. Koszt samo-
lotu medycznego z opieka me-
dyczna na pokladzie to cena
rzedu setek tysiecy dolarow,
wiec wazne jest by upewnié
si¢, ze polisa pokrywa takie
koszty.

6. Jedli zamierzamy aktywnie spe-
dzad czas, korzystajac z bogac-
twa mniej lub bardziej ekstre-
malnych sportéw lub zaje¢ to
warto dokupié¢ specjalny doda-
tek, ktory pokryje koszty lecze-
nia w razie wypadku zwiazane-
go z nimi. W wiekszosci sytuacji
zwykla polisa nie pokryje tego
rodzaju kosztéw.

7. Polise na zdrowie w trakcie po-
bytu zagranica najlepiej wyku-
pi¢ najpdzniej do dnia poprze-
dzajacego wyjazd tak, by unik-
na¢ dodatkowych restrykeji
zwigzanych z wejsciem jej w zy-
cie.

Jesli szukacie Panstwo mozliwosci
wykupienia polisy na zdrowie na
czas pobytu zagranica to mozecie
dokonac osobiscie odwiedzajac biuro
Obamacare HotlineTM w Chicago,
przez telefon dzwoniac pod numer
844-944-7526 lub odwiedzajac strone
w jezyku polskim www.obamacare-

hotline.com/PL/plany-wyjazdowe-
pl/ lub skanujac ponizszy QR code,
gdzie mozecie dokonac takiego zak-
upu samodzielnie.

Po wykupieniu polisy pelny zestaw
dokumentéw wraz z kartami ubez-
pieczeniowymi zostanie do Paristwa
automatycznie wystany poczta elek-
troniczng na wskazany adres emai-
lowy.

Dla os6b do 69 roku zycia polecamy
plany typu Patriot Platinum Travel
zapewniajace rozszerzony zakres po-
krycia na zdrowie w trakcie pobytu
zagranica nawet do $8 milionéw na
osobe i opcja deductible $0.

Osobom powyzej 70 roku zycia, po-
siadajacym Medicare polecamy pla-
ny typu Globehopper Senior, gdzie
znajdziecie Pafistwo pokrycie dosto-
sowane do Panstwa wieku, w odpo-
wiednich limitach i w najtaniszej
cenie.

Twoérzmy wspomnienia pelne rados-
ci, a nie zmartwien zwigzanych z ko-
sztami leczenia.
medicar;'oe);olsku
844.654.5185

www.medicarepopolsku.com

250-LECIE
DEKLARACJI
NIEPODLEGLOSCI

W 2026 roku Stany Zjednoczone Ameryki
obchodza wyjatkowy jubileusz — 250. rocznice
swojego powstania. Jest to okazja do refleksji nad
historig kraju, ktéry odegral ogromna role w
ksztattowaniu wspolczesnego $wiata. Uro-
czystosci zwigzane z tym wydarzeniem przypo-
minaja o wartosciach, ktére legly u podstaw
amerykanskiej panstwowosci: wolnosci, demok-
racji oraz prawie obywateli do samostanowienia.

Za symboliczny poczatek Standéw Zjednoczo-
nych uznaje sie 4 lipca 1776 roku, kiedy przedsta-
wiciele trzynastu brytyjskich kolonii przyjeli
Deklaracje Niepodlegtosci. Dokument ten, przy-
gotowany gléwnie przez Thomasa Jeffersona,
ogtaszat zerwanie wiezi z Wielka Brytania i pow-
stanie nowego, niezaleznego panstwa. Deklaracja
zawierata idee, ktore do dzi$ pozostaja funda-
mentem amerykanskiej tozsamosci, w tym prze-
konanie, ze wszyscy ludzie maja niezbywalne

prawa do zycia, wolnosci i dazenia do szczescia.

Przez kolejne 250 lat Stany Zjednoczone prze-
szty niezwykla droge rozwoju. Z niewielkiej fed-
eracji mtodych stanow przeksztalcity sie w jedno
z najpotezniejszych panstw swiata. Kraj odegrat
kluczowa role w rozwoju nowoczesnej gospo-
darki, nauki, technologii i kultury. Amerykanskie
innowacje zmienity sposob, w jaki ludzie komuni-
kuja sie, podrézujq i prowadza dziatalnos¢ gospo-
darcza. Jednoczesnie Stany Zjednoczone staty sie
symbolem mozliwosci i szans dla milionéw imi-
grantéw przybywajacych z réznych czesci globu.

Historia USA nie byla jednak pozbawiona
wyzwan i konfliktéw. Wojna secesyjna, walka o
prawa obywatelskie, kryzysy gospodarcze czy
napiecia spoteczne stanowily wazne momenty
proby dla amerykanskiej demokracji. Kazde z tych
doswiadczen przyczyniato si¢ do redefinicji war-
tosci narodowych i poszerzania zakresu wolnosci
oraz rdwnosci obywateli. Dzieki temu historia Sta-
néw Zjednoczonych jest nie tylko opowiescia o
sukcesach, ale takze o nieustannym dazeniu do re-
alizacji ideatow zapisanych w Deklaracji Niepo-
dlegtosci.

Obchody 250. rocznicy sa okazja do organi-
zacji licznych wydarzen edukacyjnych, kultural-

nych i patriotycznych. W catym kraju odbywaja
sie parady, wystawy historyczne, koncerty oraz
programy poswiecone historii narodu amerykan-
skiego. Szczegolng uwage poswieca sie mlodemu
pokoleniu, ktére ma poznac znaczenie wydarzen
z 1776 roku oraz role obywatelskiego zaanga-
zowania w funkcjonowaniu demokratycznego
panstwa.

Jubileusz ten ma rdwniez wymiar
miedzynarodowy. Stany Zjednoczone od dziesie-
cioleci pozostaja waznym partnerem politycznym,
gospodarczym i militarnym dla wielu krajow
$wiata. Ich wplyw widoczny jest w globalnej kul-
turze, nauce, handlu i dyplomacji. Dlatego 250.
rocznica niepodleglosci jest wydarzeniem obser-
wowanym nie tylko przez Amerykandw, lecz
takze przez spotecznos¢ miedzynarodowa.

Cwier¢ tysiaclecia istnienia Stanéw Zjedno-
czonych to moment podsumowan, ale takze
spojrzenia w przysztos¢. W obliczu nowych
wyzwan technologicznych, spotecznych i geopol-
itycznych kraj nadal stara sie realizowac ideaty,
ktore przyswiecaly jego zatozycielom. Obchody
250. rocznicy przypominaja, ze historia USA jest
historia ciagtego rozwoju, zmian i poszukiwania
lepszej przysziosci dla kolejnych pokolen.



.| BYLO WESELISKO...
CZYLI 40. URODZINY ZESPOLU
PIESNI | TANCA ,,POLONIA”

Dorota Romek

W niedziele 7 czerwca, w sali tea-
tralnej Al Larson Prairie Center For
the Arts w Schaumburg odby? sie
koncert jubileuszowy Zespotu Pies$ni
i Tarca , Polonia”, z udziatem wszyst-
kich grup dzieci ,Krasnoludkéw”,
,Matej Polonii”, ,,éredniej Polonii”,
mtodziezy ,Mtodej Polonii” i doro-
stych - Grupy Reprezentacyjnej i ab-
solwentéw (Alumni).

Wypelniona po brzegi sala kon-
certowa prawie pieciuset widzéw po-
dziwiala aktorskie, wokalno-taneczne
celebracje 120 tancerzy w suitach tan-
cow ludowych z réznych regionow
catej Polski. Dzieci i mtodziez prezen-
towali si¢ na scenie w pelnej gali,
z wielkim szykiem i kolorowym ko-
stiumowym rozmachem. Od naj-
mlodszych do tych najstarszych tan-
cerzy udzielata sig jakze petna mto-
dosci i wdzieku dynamiczna energia
odkrywajac potege ich artystycznych
talentéw i tworczy entuzjazm. Peka-
jacy w szwach teatr i prawie 3-go-
dzinne przedstawienie wydawalo sie
tylko frakcja uptywajacego czasu.
Tancerze bawili publicznos$¢ rézno-
rodnoscia repertuaru aktorskiego, ta-
necznego i muzycznego, ktory przez
40 lat tak skrupulatnie gromadzita sp.
Cecylia Roznowska, choreograf i za-
fozycielka zespotu. Jej artystyczna
dusza, mitos¢ do ojczyzny, do dzieci
i mlodziezy i do tradycyjnej sztuki
pozwolity oczarowa¢ mtodych ludzi
polskim folklorem i pochtona¢ uwiel-
bieniem tanca i ludowej muzyki.

Tego wieczoru tancerze wykonali
premierowe suity tancéw podlaskich,

rzeszowskich i kaszubskich jak réw-
niez bilgorajskich, warminskich, kra-
kowskich i cieszynskich. Pomiedzy
$piewem i taricami przewijaty sie sce-
ny z obrazowym motywem zakocha-
nej pary, ukazujac tradycje i obyczaje
ludowe podczas obrzedu zaslubin
i hucznego wesela, ktérych to akcja
przebiegata do scenariusza i rezyserii
Doroty Romek i przy akompania-
mencie muzycznym Bogumity Sciaz-
ko, jako dyrektora muzycznego ze-
spolu. Widowisko uwieniczyta degu-
stacja wysmienitej weselnej kielbasy,
kiszonych ogorkéw i pajdy Swiezego
chlebka. W role pary miodej wcielili
sie Michal Szpindor i Aleksandra
rodem z Padowskich.

40. rok istnienia zespotu to mi-
lowy krok, na ktérego czele stoi Anna
Krysinski, cérka p. Cecyli, bedaca dy-
rektorem generalnym catej grupy. Jej
cdrka, Jaclyn Krysinski objeta po bab-
ci funkcje dyrektora artystycznego
prowadzac nauke we wszystkich gru-
pach razem z kadra pedagogiczna,
w sktad ktérej wchodza Nicole Ro-
mek i Nina Romek. Przekazuja one
miodziezy cate bogactwo polskiej et-
nografii, nie tylko taniec. Tancerze
poznaja polskie obrzedy i obyczaje,
cafa ztozona mozaike polskiego folk-
loru, jego unikalne formy i sile wy-
razu, ze szczegdlnym naciskiem na
zachowanie autentyzmu ukladow ta-
necznych.

Zespdt , Polonia” istnieje pod pa-
tronatem PRCUA i jest organizacja
niedochodowa, zajmujaca si¢ ludowa
oraz narodowo-historyczng edukacja
i popularyzacja polskiej kultury

Grupa reprezentacyjna - suita bitgorajska

—

zespot bierze aktywny udziat w zyciu
kulturalnym i spolecznym w $rodo-
wisku polonijnym i amerykanskim.
Jest ambasadorem kultury polskiej w
USA i na calym $wiecie, koncertujac
juz w 29 krajach na wszystkich kon-
tynentach. Za zastugi i wybitne osia-
gniecia w krzewieniu polskiej kultury
ludowej odznaczony zostat Ztotym
Medalem ,Wspdlnoty Polskiej” oraz
jest laureatem Nagrody im. Oskara
Kolberga w 2021r.

Dziekujemy licznej publicznosci
za przybycie, szczery entuzjazm
i wielkie oklaski, sponsorom za ciagte
i wszelkie dobrodziejstwa oraz
wszystkim specjalnym gosciom za
wsparcie: Konsulat RP w Chicago,
VIPs MC Marek Dobrzycki, Kasia
Evans, Ewa Wszolek, Gosia Plewa i
Marta Tancula.

Jubileuszowy koncert jest sukce-
sem pod kazdym wzgledem. Dzieku-
jemy absolwentom, czyli bylym

cztonkom zespotu za tak liczng obec-
no$¢, Wasza lojalnosé, sentyment i po-
Swigcenie, wszystkim mfodym i star-
szym artystom za roztariczone 4 de-

| £
'
. 4%

FS o =0
Mali Rzeszowiacy

Grupa reprezentacyjna i absolwenci w suicie warminskiej

t,,, =

kady, za kunszt taneczny i patrio-
tyczng postawe. Za setki roztanczo-
nych serc i tysigce roz$piewanych
dusz. Za Was wspaniatych tancerzy
i Was nieocenionych, cierpliwych
i wytrwalych rodzicow. JesteSmy
dumni, a wy jestescie wspaniali.

Niechaj polski folklor taczy nas
wszystkich na emigracji i przybliza
nam ojczyzng.

Niedzielny koncert ukoronowat
40. lat zespotowych sukcesow, lecz to
Wy - tancerze od najmiodszych do
najstarszych, jestescie najwiekszym
sukcesem zespotu i warunkiem jego
istnienia. Upowszechnianie folkloru
jest rzecza trudng i dla niektdérych
nudng, a przeciez wszystkie formy
sztuki wyszly z wioski, spod strzechy
i wszystko co piekne w naszej kul-
turze pochodzi =z rustykalnego
gruntu.

Nie wstydzmy si¢ ludowosci, to
nasz najwiekszy skarb, ,,Bég, Honor,
Ojczyzna” oraz polski folklor to nie
tylko symbole, to nasza polska de-
wiza i narodowa duma.

Zapraszamy w szeregi Zespotu
Piesni i Tanca ,Polonia” i zyczymy
przezycia z nami wielu kolejnych ju-
bileuszy....

Zdjecia: Dariusz Stelmach

Info: Dyrektor Anna Krysinski,
(847) 529-2555; Facebook, Insta,
TT ,polonia” Polish Folk Song &
Dance Ensemble;
www.poloniaensemble.com
(Kont. na str. 19)
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Polskie tradycje weselne -przygotowanie pana mtodego do obowiazkéw w gospodarstwie
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Tradycjne ubieranie panny mtodej do $lubu Publicznos¢ w teatrze
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Z OKAZJI 250. ROCZNICY
NIEPODLEGLOSCI USA
Autor nieznany
Dwiescie piecdziesiat lat mineto,
gdy wolnosci dzwon zabrzmiat,
Gdy nowy nardd z woli marzen
na mapie swiata powstat.
Trzynascie kolonii zjednoczonych
wiarg w lepszy los,
Odrzucito dawne jarzmo,
by wysni¢ wtasny, nowy cios.
Przez oceany ptynat zew,
a z nimi braterska dton,
Gdy Kosciuszko i Putaski
ruszyli z wrogiem w boj.
Zbudowali mocne mury,
z wiarg w sprawiedliwy swiat,
Stojac ramie w ramie z ludem
przez tak wiele trudnych lat.
Dzi$ duma rosnie z kazdej karty
tej niezwyktej ksiegi,
Od wschodu storica az po zachdd,
gdzie prerie siegaja.
Flaga w pasy i w gwiazd tysigc
dumnie powiewa na wietrze,
Niosac site i wolnos$¢ w kazdy zakatek
i w kazde serce.
Niechaj jednos¢ i odwaga,
co z ojcami szty przez wieki,
W Ameryce wiecznie trwaja,
budzac zachwyt w cztowieku.
Niechaj przyszte pokolenia
strzega tego cudu wciaz,
Dwiescie piecdziesiat lat to chwila
— przed nig wielki, nowy $wit!

Wszystkiego najlepszego z oka-
zji 250. urodzin, USA! Podczas gdy
Swietujemy to wspaniate wydarzenie
w catym kraju, niech bedzie ono za-
rowno bezpieczne, jak i petne wra-
zen. Kontynuujac narodowa droge
ku ,zyciu, wolnosci i dazeniu do
szczescia”, Zjednoczenie Polskie
Rzymsko-Katolickie w Ameryce
(PRCUA) jest niezwykle dumne ze
swojego wkladu wniesionego na
przestrzeni ostatnich 153 lat.

Od momentu zatozenia w 1873
roku, PRCUA pozostaje wierne swo-
jej misji, zapewnianiajagc swoim
cztonkom bezpieczenstwo finansowe
oferujac im ubezpieczenia na zycie i
plany emerytalne oraz mozliwosci
rozwoju kulturalnego, edukacyjnego
i duchowego. Zyczymy wszystkim
bezpiecznego i radosnego lipca!

Dzien 4 lipca to nie tylko swieto
USA; to takze dzierr urodzin wielu
0s0b. Blizej nas swietowac bedziemy
urodziny naszej ssekretarz-skarbnik
Julie Prado, ktdre stanowia wyjatko-
wy kamien milowy. Julie, urodzona

\/9 Vice President | wicepreze

‘The Open Door

Otwarte Drzwi

y
Micheline “Misia” Jaminski \‘

w roku dwustulecia istnienia Stanow
Zjednoczonych, juz na starcie zostata

otoczona barwami narodowymi
(czerwienia, biela i blekitem), a jej
rodzina z PRCUA dotaczy do obcho-
dow podczas zblizajacego sie uro-
dzinowego lunchu. Zwyczajowo
cztonkowie zarzadu PRCUA organi-
zuja taki lunch w siedzibie gtéwnej
organizacji. Wszystkiego najlepszego
z okazji ,ztotych urodzin”, Julie! Sto
lat!

Lipiec 2026 roku przyniesie ko-
lejne powody do Swietowania: trzy
polonijne zespoly taneczne PRCUA
wezmga udziat w XX Miedzynaro-
dowym Festiwalu Zespoléw Polo-
nijnych w Rzeszowie. Sg to: ,Wesoty
Lud” z Chicago (14), , Echoes of Po-
land” z Ohio (11) oraz ,Polonia” z
Chicago (7). Liczby podane przy naz-
wach zespoléw oznaczajg liczbe fes-
tiwali w Rzeszowie, w ktorych braty
one udziat, a nie faczna liczbe wyste-
pow na festiwalach w Iwoniczu czy
innych miejscowosciach. Rzeszéw
uwazany jest za ,olimpiade” w Swie-
cie miedzynarodowego polonijnego
tarica ludowego. Doloze wszelkich
staran, aby uwieczni¢ wydarzenia
festiwalowe i zda¢ z nich relacje po
powrocie z Europy. Zyczymy na-
szym tancerzom z PRCUA udanych
wystepow i wielu wspaniatych
wspomnien!

Wielkimi krokami zbliza sie 64.
Sejm PRCUA (odbywajacy sie co
cztery lata) — termin 8 sierpnia jest
juz tuz-tuz. To historyczne, pierwsze
w pelni wirtualne wydarzenie za-
pewni szersza dostepnos¢ i umozli-
wi setkom delegatéw wytyczenie
przysztosci PRCUA w obliczu nie-
przewidywalnej sytuacji gospodar-
czej. Niech Bég blogostawi PRCUA
i sprawi, by organizacja ta przez wie-
le kolejnych lat zachowala swoja

zywotnos¢!
Wspominajac miniony czerwiec,
jestem zachwycona wszystkimi

wspaniatymi chwilami, jakie przy-
nidst ten miesigc. Mam nadzieje, ze
jego poczatek — Miedzynarodowy
Dzien Dziecka (1 czerwca) — pozo-
stawit mile wspomnienia zaréwno
u dzieci w Panstwa rodzinach, jak
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Zespoly ,,Zajaczek” i ,,Polskie Maki” z Michigan

i w ,wewnetrznym dziecku”, ktére
drzemie w kazdym z nas. Wiele
wydarzen organizowanych przez
PRCUA - takich jak Polska Noc na
stadionie UWM w Utica (stan Mich-
igan), w ktorej udziat wziely cztery
szkoty tarica PRCUA: ,Zajaczek”,
,Polskie Maki”, ,Halka” i , Gwia-
zda” (6 czerwca); koncert z okazji 40-
lecia Zespotu Piesni i Tanca ,,Polo-
nia” (kierownik: Anna Krysinski; dy-
rektor artystyczny i choreograf: Jac-
lyn Krysinski) w dniu 7 czerwca;
a takze Bal Letni Muzeum Polskiego
w Ameryce (12 czerwca), msza $wie-
ta ku czci Naj$wietszego Serca Pana
Jezusa (14 czerweca), obchody Dnia
Flagi w siedzibie PRCUA (15 czerw-
ca) oraz wieczor polskiego dziedzic-
twa z druzyna White Sox (23 czerw-
ca) — zostanie opisanych w osobnych
artykutach w tym lub kolejnych nu-
merach, wzbogaconych o piekne
zdjecia. Szczegolne podzigkowania
kieruje do Colleen Bonkowski, dy-
rektor Dystryktu 10 PRCUA, za re-
lacjonowanie wydarzen z zycia
tanecznej rodziny PRCUA w Michi-
gan. Gratuluje Zespotowi ,Polonia”
— kadrze, tancerzom i rodzicom -
wspaniatego jubileuszu, Muzeum
Polskiemu w Ameryce (MPA) za ko-
lejny udany bal (szczegoélne podzie-
kowania dla Agnieszki Bastrzyk,
prezes PRCUA i przewodniczacej
MPA, oraz Julie Prado, sekretarz-

PoOLsSKIE
dear? Dance School :‘:,yp'

Pysp Roman Catholic Union of A7

““wyarren, Michigan

obhe rica

skarbnik PRCUA i skarbnik MPA, za
bukiet kwiatéw, przepiekny witraz
i statuetke, wreczone mi przy okazji
mojego ostatniego balu w roli wice-

L-p: Konsul generalna RP w Chicago Regina
Jurkowska, Agnieszka Bastrzyk, Matgorzata
Kot i Micheline Jaminski na Balu Letnim MPA

Bal Letni (I-r): Julie Prado, Micheline
Jaminski z otrzymanymi podarunkami
i Agnieszka Bastrzyk




e A

Festiwal Polski w Milwaukee (I-r):
Micheline Jaminski, Elizabeth Dziadulewicz,
Agnieszka Bastrzyk

iy

prezes PRCUA i wiceprzewodnicza-
cej MPA (z wyrazami wdziecznos$ci
i uznania wybitnych zastug, za 12 lat
oddanego przywodztwa i zaangazo-
wania). Gratulacje dla Elizabeth Sa-
dus, dyrektor Dystryktu 9, oraz ks.
kanonika Waltera J. Ptaka, kapelana
PRCUA, za piekng Msze $w. ku czci
Najswietszego Serca Pana Jezusa; dla
Conrada Wiecka za wspaniaty pro-
gram z okazji Dnia Flagi USA, przy-
gotowany dla pracownikéw PRCUA
i MPA, oraz za koordynacje wyda-
rzenia ,,Wieczor Polskiego Dziedzic-
twa z Chicago White Sox” — szcze-
gélne podziekowania dla Zespotu
Piesni i Tanca ,Wesoly Lud” (Ry-
szard Jaminski — dyrektor artystycz-

Urodziny pana Ryszarda - ,Wesoly Lud” z wice prezes Micheline Jaminska, dyrektorem

artystycznym i choreografem Ryszardem Jaminskim i asystentka Danielle Kroplewski

»Wesoly Lud” z dyrektorem Myronem Cislo na meczu druzyny White Sox

~ a0
%

S

Festiwal w Milwaukee - ,Wesoty Lud” w strojac|

ny i choreograf, Danielle Kroplewski
- asystentka) za wystep, dla Domini-
ki Zyskowskiej za piekne wykonanie
hymnu narodowego USA, dla dyrek-
tora PRCUA z Dystryktu 8 i bylego
tancerza ,Wesotego Ludu” Myrona
Cislo za wykonanie honorowego
rzutu pitka, a takze dla ponad 430

Zespoly ,Zakopane” i ,Wawel”

A . S A

h starej Warszawy i rzeszowskim

fanow z PRCUA.

Organizacja PRCUA byta licznie
reprezentowana na dorocznym Festi-
walu Polskim w Milwaukee, Wiscon-
sin —najwiekszym polskim festiwalu
w USA. Czlonkowie PRCUA z Illi-
nois, Michigan i Wisconsin promo-
wali polskie (Kont. na str. 25)
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NOWINKI ZE SZKOLY JEZYKA
| KULTURY POLSKIEJ
IM. ZBIGNIEWA HERBERTA

Szkota Herberta jako jedyna
w USA w finale V Polonijnej
Olimpiady Ortograficznej
"Chyza Sowka"

Czy mozna rozpocza¢ wymarzo-
ne i dlugo wyczekiwane wakacje
w USA od napisania dyktanda w je-
zyku polskim? Oczywiscie, ze tak!
Udowodnili to uczniowie, rodzice
oraz nauczyciele Szkoty Jezyka i Kul-
tury Polskiej im. Zbigniewa Herberta
w Palos Heights w stanie Illinois,

ktérzy jako jedyni reprezentanci Sta-
now Zjednoczonych wzieli udziat
w finale V Miedzynarodowej Olim-
piady Ortograficznej ,Chyza Séw-
ka”. Konkurs zostal przygotowany
w formule hybrydowej przez Polska
Sobotnig Szkote Przedmiotéw Ojczy-
stych im. Wistawy Szymborskiej
w Grays w Wielkiej Brytanii.

Finat olimpiady odbyt sie 16 ma-
ja br. dzieki ogromnemu zaangazo-
waniu koordynatorek wydarzenia —
pani Kingi Pierwoty-Truty, zastepcy

o

W o8 oT® g O] AagwOg oTe e ]y oagw

cakota P,

.3 Dyplom uznania: - -

e el 1

otrzymuje

Szkola Jezyka i Kultury Polskiej
im. Z. Herberta w Palos Heights,
IL w USA

Gratulujemy:

ﬂruﬁun%.,%

Grays, Wielka Brytania,

16.05.2026
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dyrektora szkoty, oraz pani Anny
Majchrowicz, asystentki dyrektora.
Uczestnicy spotkali sie poza murami
szkoty, w goscinnych progach ZIBI
Foto Studio prowadzonego przez
panistwa Podrazéow w Oak Lawn, Illi-
nois. W finale udziatl wzieto 14 ucz-
nioéw Szkoty Herberta oraz przedsta-
wiciele nauczycieli i rodzicow.
Finalisci zostali wylonieni pod-
czas szkolnych eliminacji przepro-
wadzonych w potowie kwietnia br.,
w ktorych uczestniczyto blisko 180
0sob. Teksty dyktand zostaty przy-
gotowane z dbatoscia o odpowiedni
poziom trudnosci i dostosowanie do
kategorii wiekowych uczestnikow.
Finatowe dyktando, opracowane
we wspotpracy z prof. Jerzym Bral-
czykiem i przeprowadzone w for-
mule online, okazato sie nie tylko du-
zym wyzwaniem, ale takze dosko-
nata okazjg do sprawdzenia znajo-
mosci zasad ortografii oraz zawitosci
jezyka polskiego. Dla uczniéw polo-
nijnych bylo to szczegélne doswiad-
czenie — pisali bowiem w jezyku, kto-

ry na co dzien jest dla nich drugim je-
zykiem.

Organizatorzy podkreslili wyjat-
kowe zaangazowanie reprezentan-
téw Szkoty Herberta, ktorzy jako
jedyni uczestnicy z USA napisali
finatowe dyktando i do tego juz po
zakoniczeniu roku szkolnego, poza
siedziba szkoly oraz w bardzo
wczesnych godzinach porannych
wynikajacych z réznicy czasu pomie-
dzy Ameryka Poélnocna a Europa.
W uznaniu ich wysitku i pasji do je-
zyka polskiego wszyscy uczestnicy
otrzymali pigkne pamiagtkowe dy-
plomy.

Udziat w Miedzynarodowej
Olimpiadzie Ortograficznej ,,Chyza
Sowka” byt nie tylko sprawdzianem
wiedzy, ale takze pieknym $wiadec-
twem przywiazania Szkoty Jezyka
i Kultury Polskiej im. Zbigniewa
Herberta w Palos Heights do polskie-
go jezyka, kultury i tradycji.

Anna Majchrowicz
asystentka dyrektora i nauczyciel kl. 0

Wreczenie dyplomow finalistom
konkursu "Chyza Séwka"

31 maja, odbylo sie spotkanie
z uczniami naszej szkoly, finalistami
V Ogodlnopolskiej Olimpiady Orto-
graficznej "Chyza Séwka". Celem
spotkania byto przekazanie uczniom
dyplomoéw, ktdre otrzymaliSmy od
organizatoréw. Finat olimpiady od-

(172

byl sie juz po zakoniczeniu roku
szkolnego, wiec nie byto mozliwosci
pogratulowania uczestnikom. Dlate-
go tez z inicjatywy dyrektora szkoty
Ireny Wozniak zorganizowali$my
spotkanie z uczniami w wakacyjne,
niedzielne popotudnie, fundujac
lody i wreczajac dyplomy finalistom.

Spotkanie potaczyliSmy z czyta-
niem wiersza "Lokomotywa" Juliana

STNOLA JEZYKA | KULTURY POLSKIE)

im. Digrevaeberta

ngv!(‘EOISKI

KULTURA

TOZSAMOSC

Tuwima wlaczajac sie tym samym do
konkursu XXV Ogdlnopolskiego Ty-
godnia Czytania Dzieciom, zorgani-
zowanego przez Fundacje CALA
POLSKA CZYTA DZIECIOM. Kon-
kurs odbyt si¢ pod hastem "CZYTA-
NIE-MADROSC-SIEA". Nasz udziat
w tym konkursie to podkreslenie
znaczenia czytania ksigzek od naj-
mlodszych lat. Czytanie jest jedna
z bardzo waznych form nauki jezyka
obcego. Poprzez czytanie ksigzek
wzbogacamy stownictwo i spraw-
nos¢ jezykowa, rozwijamy swoja wy-
obraznie¢ i wiedzg, poprawiamy kon-
centracje i pamieé. Ksigzka bawi,
uczy i motywuje.

Naszym priorytetem, jako polo-
nijnej placéwki edukacyjnej jest za-
checanie do czytania, 20 minut
dziennie, codziennie oraz dbanie
o poprawno$¢ ortograficzng w nauce
jezyka polskiego. Zaréwno czytanie
jak i pisanie stanowiq wazny element
kompetengji jezykowej dla uczniéw,
uczacych sie jezyka polskiego jako
obcego i sa ze soba nierozerwalnie
zwigzane. Rozwijanie poprawnosci
ortograficznej wymaga systematycz-

STKOLA JEZYKA | KULTURY POLSKIE)
im. Zhigniewa Herberta

JEZYK POLSKI
KULTURA
TO7 - MOS(

ity :
nego czytania tekstow i ksigzek oraz
wykonywania ¢wiczen i dyktand.
Dzigkujemy réwniez rodzicom,
pani Annie Majchrowicz, koordy-
natorce olimpiady z ramienia szkoty
oraz pani Dorocie Wilmanowicz-
Ruminskiej nauczycielce klas liceal-
nych, za wspdlne spotkanie. Byt to
$wietnie spedzony czas.
Z wakacyjnym pozdrowieniem.
Irena Wozniak
dyrektor szkoty

THE OPEN DOOR (kont. ze str. 23)

dziedzictwo, prezentujac zaréwno
zachwycajace wystepy, jak i angazu-
jac sie w dzialania organizacyjne.
Dwa  zespoly  folklorystyczne
PRCUA - ,Wesoly Lud” z Illinois
oraz ,Zakopane” z Michigan (Col-
leen Bonkowski — kierownik, Tom
Lisiecki — dyrektor artystyczny i cho-
reograf) — wraz z innymi grupami ta-
necznymi, w tym naszymi drogimi
przyjaciotmi z zespotu ,Wawel Folk
Ensemble” (réwniez z Michigan, pod
kierownictwem Donny i Toma Skur-
skich), wystepowaly przez caty
weekend na tym polonijnym festi-
walu, celebrujacym tradycje, muzyke
i kuchnie Polski oraz Polonii Amery-
kanskiej. Zespot ,, Zakopane” wysta-
pit w sobotnie popotudnie, a nastep-
nie ,Wesoly Lud” polaczyt sity
z ,Wawel Folk Ensemble”, dajac go-
dzinny koncert. Agnieszka Bastrzyk,
prezes PRCUA i Polskiej Szkoty im.
Swietej Tréjcy, poprowadzita wystep
Zespotu Piesni i Tanca ,Lajkonik”
(w ktérym tancza jej dzieci), nato-
miast Elizabeth Dziadulewicz, gra-
ficzka PRCUA, wystapita z grupa
,Syrena Dancers” z Milwaukee.
Dzienl peten tarica zwienczyto wy-
darzenie... Gala Folk Dance Associa-
tion of the Americas (PFDAA) z dy-
namicznymi wystepami na bis

Z moim tata Mieczystawem i siostra Jeanine

w wykonaniu wszystkich uczestni-
czacych grup.

Oproécz tych wszystkich wspa-
niatych czerwcowych wydarzen,
SwietowaliSmy tez okazje osobiste:
urodziny, rocznice $lubu, przyjecia
dla przysztych panien mtodych
i przysztych mam, ukonczenie szko-
ty czy Dzien Ojca. Natrafitam na
zdjecie z 1964 roku, na ktéorym mdj
tata Mieczystaw Binkowski jest ra-
zem z moja siostra Jeanine Leonhard
(miata wtedy 2 latka) i ze mna (mia-
fam 11 lat) podczas naszej wizyty
w Polsce. Odrobina sentymentu
dobrze robi na dusze. Udanego lipca!
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