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$7,600 in Prizes Awarded to PRCUA Societies

A bill is in Congress called the "Freedom of Choice Act," or FOCA. It
represents the most serious legislative threat to women and unborn
children of all times. Almost all restrictions on abortions are in jeopardy
of being overturned if FOCA would become law. FOCA itself may become
law or the harmful policies it represents may become law one step at a
time. In either case we, as Catholics are called upon to stand up and
reaffirm our Pro-Life support by OPPOSING FOCA and all that it stands
for.

The following results will occur if FOCA is passed into law:
X FOCA will invalidate laws to protect a woman from unsafe abortion 

clinics and to ensure that she is informed about abortion.
X FOCA will require taxpayers to pay for abortions.
X FOCA will require states to allow "partial-birth" and other late-term 

abortions.
X FOCA will require states to allow abortions by non physicians
X FOCA will bar laws protecting a right of conscientious objection to 

abortion.
X FOCA will deny parents an opportunity to be involved in their minor 

daughter's abortion decision.

Take a Pro-Life Stand!
WHAT CAN WE DO?

The Polish Roman Catholic Union of America is joining together with
other Catholic fraternal organizations, and with thousands of Catholic
parishes across the nation, in a letter campaign urging members of Congress
to oppose the "Freedom of Choice Act" (FOCA) and to retain existing laws
against government funding and promotion of abortion. 

Just cut out the coupon on page three and send copies of it to the U.S.
Representatives and two Senators representing the District in which you live.
Or use the letter as an example and write a separate letter to each of your
Congressmen. Be sure to sign the letter and give your address. 

Let your voice be heard! Thank you for standmg up for life at this
important time when this devastating legislation is being considered. We have
a chance to make a difference... speak out in defense of those who cannot
speak out for themselves!

TAKEN FROM USCCB SECRETARIAT FOR PRO-LIFE
ACTIVITIES LETTER

The following note can be mailed to your Senators and Representatives
letting them know of your encouragement to support life, particularly of the
vulnerable and unborn. You may cut out this section (Continued on page 3)

Present at the drawing for the winners of the Annual Polish Roman Catholic
Union of America Society Membership Promotion were (l-r) Diane

Saczynski, Kasia Budzyn, Anna Trush, Secretary-Treasurer Joyce Szarowicz,
President Wallace Ozog, Res. Vice President Anna Sokolowski, Jenny

Crissey, Judy Hoffman, Anna Wolan and Agnieszka Miguel

On January 28th, a drawing was held, with the PRCUA
Executive Officers and Staff of the Membership
Department present, to select the winners in PRCUA’s
Annual Society Membership Promotion. There were a total
of 31 entries, earned by Societies for life insurance
applications approved from Dec. 16, 2007 to Dec. 15, 2008.

Societies receive $10 for each deputy-generated life
insurance certificate issued by the Home Office. In
addition, for every 5 deputy-generated life insurance
certificates issued, the Society qualifies to receive one entry
in this drawing. Adult and juvenile certificates qualify for
this contest and only new business applies; equity
conversions do not count.

A Society can only win one of the top five prizes, but is
eligible to win prizes six through fifteen any number of
times. 

Since 1999, the PRCUA has awarded a total of
$127,500 to Societies in this promotion. 

This year, a Pre-Convention Contest will be announced
in the near future in Narod Polski, therefore the next
drawing will be held August of 2009 for certificates issued
from December 16, 2008 through June 15, 2009. 

(See page 5 for the list of winners.)
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19 CHICAGO, IL - ILL-IND WOMEN’S DIVISION 
MEETING on Thursday, Feb. 19 at 10:30 am at PRCUA 
Social Hall, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago. Contact: G. 
Kowalski, Pres. (708) 771-8632

20 WARREN, MI - ZAKOPANE BOWLING FUND 
RAISER (See details on page 4.)

21 CHICAGO RIDGE, IL - SW CENTER OF POLISH DANCING BANQUET (Details to right.)

22 CHICAGO RIDGE, IL - DISTRICT #8 SWEETHEART CELEBRATION (See details below.)

26 WARREN, MI - POPE JOHN PAUL 11 SOCIETY #1593 MEETING on Feb. 26 at 7 pm at St. 
Anne’s Elem. School Cafeteria (basement)  36000 Mound Rd. All members are asked to attend. 
Contact: Bernice Adamkiewicz (586) 573-7510  

27 TOLEDO, OH - ECHOES OF POLAND PIEROGI DINNER on Fri. Feb. 27 from 4 to 8 pm at 
PRCUA Hall 5255 N. Detroit Ave., Toledo, OH; adults $7, children $3; for advanced orders by the 
dozen call (419) 531-8658 or (419) 475-6262 (cheese, potato, kraut)

15 CHICAGO, IL - DISTRICT #7 CORNED BEEF & 
CABBAGE DINNER (See details to right.)

TOLEDO, OH - TOLEDO SOCIETIES #1584, #1633, 
#1617 & #719 MEETING on Sunday, March 15 at 1 pm 
at Misiuda Hall, 5255 N. Detroit, Toledo, OH. Contact: 
Tom Krasniewski (419) 470-8710 

WYANDOTTE, MI - SOCIETY #162 MEETING on Sunday, March 15 at 1 pm. at PRCU #162 
Hall, 1430 Oak Street, Wyandotte, MI. Dues can be paid before and after the meeting or send to: 
Linda Alexander, Fin. Secy., 1059 Molno, Wyandotte, MI  48192

18 CHICAGO, IL - THADDEUS KOSCIUSZKO GUARDS SOC. #475 MEETING, Wednesday, 
March 18 at 7:30 pm in the PRCUA Social Hall, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL  
Contact:Bernie Jura, Rec. Secy. (773) 685-3134

20-22   WHITING, IN - 75TH PRCUA NAT’L BASKETBALL TOURNEY hosted by Soc. 413, at 
Memorial Whiting H.S. Gym, 1751 Oliver St., Whiting, IN. 

22 HAMTRAMCK, MI - ST. JOSEPH SOCIETY #261 ANNUAL MASS AND HOLY 
COMMUNION on  Sunday,  March  22 at St. Louis the King, 18891  St.  Louis  St., on 7 Mile Rd.
– 2 blocks E. of Mound Rd., Detroit  MI. Communion breakfast after Mass in St. Louis’ Cafeteria,
followed  by  Society meeting.  All members  are  invited. Contact: Tom Lisiecki (586) 795-8901.

s  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss  ss

District 8 Annual Luncheon
'Sweetheart Celebration'

Honoring

Location:  Candlelight Banquets
10625 S. Ridgeland Avenue
Chicago Ridge, IL 

Date: February 22, 2009

Time: Entry: 12:00 noon; Lunch: 1:00 p.m.

Donation: $25.00 per person
Raffle Prizes Appreciated.

For reservations, please contact: Dir. Krystyna Lech - 708-361-5029
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DINNER DANCE - ZABAWA
SOUTHWEST CENTER OF POLISH

DANCING OF THE PRCUA

February 21, 2009

CANDLE LIGHT BANQUETS
10625 S. Ridgeland, Chicago Ridge, IL

BAND "ROMEO"
ENTRY 6:30 P.M. - DONATION $60 PER PERSON

OPEN BAR & RAFFLE

Call: EWA STECZEK (708) 974-9632

Mary Brzezniak Sue Buras Diane Cortesi Michaeline Drust

Tickets are $25.00 per person. 
RSVP by March 9

No tickets sold at the door.  
All reservations will be on a first-come, first-serve basis. Make

checks payable to: District #7 PRCUA

Mail reservation form and check to:
Lillian Stempinski

7339 West Lee Street, Niles, IL 60714
Phone (847) 965-7378

Walter Szarowicz, Chairman

ANNUAL
CORNED
BEEF &

CABBAGE
DINNER

Catered by Ray Harrington  

Hosted by PRCUA District 7

Sunday, March 15

34th Fashion Show
& Lunch with

Entertainment
Sunday, March 9

SPONSORED BY

M. Konopnicka
Adult Culture Group

Sabre Room
8900 West 95th St., Hickory Hills, IL

Entrance at Noon - Lunch at 1:00 p.m.

Donation $30.00

Contact: Liz or Walter Dynowski 708-532-1541
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Take a Pro-Life Stand
(Cont. from page 1) of the newspaper, paste it on a post card, sign it and
send it to your Representatives and Senators or use it as a sample to write
your own letter.

Dear _____________________________________
At this time of serious national challenges, Americans should unite to
serve the good of all, born and unborn. The Freedom of Choice Act
(FOCA), the most radical and divisive pro-abortion bill ever introduced
in Congress, would create a "fundamental right" to abortion that
government could not limit but would have to support. FOCA would
overturn many existing widely- supported policies, including laws
protecting parental involvement and conscience rights and those
preventing partial-birth abortion and taxpayer finding of abortion.
Please oppose F0CA or any similar measure, and retain laws against
federal funding and promotion of abortion. As your constituent, I would
like a written response telling me how you would vote on these matters.
Respecrfully, 
Signature _________________________________________________________
Print Name _______________________________________________________
Address __________________________________________________________
City, State & Zip __________________________________________________

For a list of U.S. Representatives, go to: www.house.gov. There is a
place to put in your address and the name of your Representative will
appear. Then get their address from the directory. This site also has ways
for you to email your Representatives or telephone them.

You can obtain similar information about Senators at:
www.senate.gov

Below is  a list of the addresses of Senators from states where PRCUA
has  a large number of members:
Dodd, Christopher J. - (D - CT)  
448 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510  
Lieberman, Joseph I. - (D - CT)  
706 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Carper, Thomas R. - (D - DE)  
513 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Kaufman, Edward E. - (D - DE)  
G11 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Martinez, Mel - (R - FL)  
356 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Nelson, Bill - (D - FL) 
716 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Burris, Roland W. - (D - IL)  
523 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Durbin, Richard - (D - IL)  
309 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Bayh, Evan - (D - IN)  
131 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Lugar, Richard G. - (R - IN)  
306 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Kennedy, Edward M. - (D - MA) 
317 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Kerry, John F. - (D - MA) 
218 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Cardin, Benjamin L. - (D - MD)  
509 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Mikulski, Barbara A. - (D - MD)  
503 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Levin, Carl - (D - MI)  
269 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Stabenow, Debbie - (D - MI) 
133 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Johanns, Mike - (R - NE) 
1 RUSSELL COURTYARD WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Nelson, Ben - (D - NE) 
720 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Lautenberg, Frank R. - (D - NJ) 
324 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Menendez, Robert - (D - NJ) 
317 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
E-mail: senator_bingaman@bingaman.senate.gov 
Udall, Tom - (D - NM) 
B40D DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Gillibrand, Kirsten E. - (D - NY)  
531 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Schumer, Charles E. - (D - NY) 
313 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Brown, Sherrod - (D - OH) 
455 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Voinovich, George V. - (R - OH)  
524 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Casey, Robert P., Jr. - (D - PA)  
383 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Specter, Arlen - (R - PA)   
711 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Reed, Jack - (D - RI)  
728 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Whitehouse, Sheldon - (D - RI) 
502 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Leahy, Patrick J. - (D - VT)
433 RUSSELL SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Sanders, Bernard - (I - VT)
332 DIRKSEN SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 
Feingold, Russell D. - (D - WI) 
506 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510  
Kohl, Herb - (D - WI)
330 HART SENATE OFFICE BUILDING WASHINGTON DC 20510 

PGSA/PRCUA BEGINNING POLISH

GENEALOGY SEMINAR
Path to the Past: Discovering Grandma's Secrets

A seminar on the fundamentals of Polish family history research for
those who have considered the challenge but don't know where to begin.

Date: Saturday, April 25, 2009
Time: 9:30 A.M.  to 3:00 P.M 
Location: PRCUA 1st Floor Social Hall

984 Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL
Cost: $30.00/person (includes lunch and 

research materials)
* Attendees can tour the Museum after the seminar.
Many people think about researching their ancestors but Polish roots

offer a challenge for many reasons.
* The family has no paper trail for past generations.
* Life in "the old country." was never discussed
* Records in Poland may have been destroyed.
* Current generations don't speak/read Polish.

PRCUA and PGSA have teamed up to help the novice researcher 
find the path to a family's past. You will learn:

* What historical event is key to knowing where to look for your 
Polish ancestors

* What U.S. documents exist that might offer clues
* How you can deal with foreign records if you don't know the 

language
* With all the devastation caused by wars, what 

records survived in Poland
The program will include a Polish lunch, with time to visit with other

new researchers. PGSA volunteers will be available for brief translations
and general consultations.

Participation will be limited to the first 40 persons.  To register, send
your check for $30 made payable to PRCUA to: 

Path to the Past
c/o Joann Ozog
984 Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642

Deadline for registration is April 11. No refunds after 4/18.

MADONNA UNIVERSITY MATCHING FUNDS DRIVE
The PRCUA will match your donation, dollar for dollar, up to a total of $10,000 in 2009.
Please donate to help build Cardinals Square to benefit all the students of the university, as
well as Polonia. Your contribution is tax-deductible. 
Name ____________________________________________________________________

Address __________________________________________________________________

City ____________________________________ St _________ Zip __________________

In honor or memory of: ______________________________________________________

Check here if you do not want your donation publicized in Narod Polski.
Please make check to: Madonna University and send to:

President Wallace Ozog, PRCUA, 984 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL 60642-4101
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COLD WEATHER WARMER-UPPERS
Need something to put in your thermos on a hunting or ice-fishing trip

or an outdoor job? Want to treat guests to something different or just relax
by the fire on a cold winter’s night? These traditional Polish favorites may
just hit the spot. Some are also good for colds and insomnia.
HOT MILK & HONEY: Combine in pot 1 c.whole  milk and 1 heaping T.
honey and gently heat to a boil. An excellent remedy for sleeplessness. 
TEA & RASPBERRY SYRUP: Sweeten each cup of hot tea with 1-2 T.
raspberry syrup. This is a traditional cold and flu remedy. Other fruit syrups
may be used but lack the medicinal properties of raspberry. 
RUM-FLAVORED TEA: To each cup of hot tea, sweetened to taste, add
about 1 t. freshly-squeezed lemon juice and 1/2 - 1 jigger rum. Note: vodka
plus several drops of rum extract may be used if real rum is not available.
MULLED BEER: In pot combine 1 qt beer, 4 T. sugar, 1 bayleaf, 2 pinches
of cinnamon and ground cloves and (optional) a pinch of pepper. Heat to
just below boiling, stirring to dissolve sugar and serve. Adjust to taste.  
MULLED WINE: In pot combine 1 qt dry red wine, 5-6 T. sugar, a grating of
nutmeg and a pinch or two of cinnamon and ground cloves and heat to
boiling. You can also use a sweet red wine, in which case omit or decrease
the amount of sugar.
KRUPNIK: In pot combine 1 c. honey, 1/2 c. water, 1 crumbled bayleaf, 1/2
a vanilla pod, chopped (or 1 t. vanilla extract), 1 t. lemon zest, a grating of
nutmeg, 10 cloves and 2 pinches of cinnamon. Bring to boil, reduce heat,
skimming off scum and simmer covered about 10 min. Strain, discarding
spices. Add 3 c. 100 proof vodka and heat gently but do not boil! Serve
immediately in tiny cordial glasses. It’s potent - a little goes a long way!

P.R.C.U.A. Zakopane Polish Folk Dance
Ensemble

BOWLING FUND RAISER
Friday - February 20th, 2009

Join us for a night of
fun at:

REGAL LANES

27663 Mound Rd.,
Warren, MI

BOWLING STARTS AT 9:30
PM (CHECK IN 8:30 PM)

$20.00 PER PERSON

INCLUDES:
3 GAMES OF BOWLING, PIZZA AND POP

SHOES, 1ST & 2ND GAME MYSTERY

Please RSVP by Feb. 2nd: e-mail -
zakopanedancers@yahoo.com

or call Tommy Lisiecki at: (586) 795-8901
* Raffle prize drawings *

* Share the wealth drawings *

The P.R.C.U.A. Michigan Dance Schools
invite you to attend our Eighteenth Annual

Michigan SState BBall
Honoring tthe 22009 GGraduates

Saturday, MMarch 77, 22009

Crystal GGarden
16703 Fort Street, Southgate, Michigan

Cocktails - 6:00 p.m.; Dinner - 7:00 p.m.
Semi-formal Attire

Music by Duane Malinowski & Orchestra
Donation $50 adult, $45 students to age 20 yrs.

Reservations: Maria Jalkiewicz-(586) 979-5164

PRCUA “Polonia” &
“Mala Polonia” 
and Preschool

“Krasnoludki” Dance
Groups

cordially invite all children
to attend its delightful

8th Annual Costume Ball8th Annual Costume Ball
Sunday, Feb. 22, 2009, 2 p.m.

MacManus Hall - St. Ferdinand Parish
3131 N. Mason, Chicago, IL

Program includes FUN, GAMES, RAFFLES, 
MUSIC and DANCING for children and adults

P R I Z E S 
for the best costumes in different categories

Tickets are $10.00 and can be purchased at the parish rectory
or at the door. For more information, call: 

Anna Krysinski 847-529-2555
Proceeds will be used to benefit the dance groups.

5 Scholarships to be Awarded on Pulaski Day - Apply NOW!
PRCUA Education Fund Partners with Jewel-Osco on Pulaski Day Scholarship Awards

The PRCUA’s Education Fund, Inc. is pleased to announce their new partnership with Jewel-Osco, sponsors of the Pulaski Day
Scholarship Awards. The PRCUA Education Fund has been chosen by Jewel-Osco to facilitate this annual scholarship program. The
scholarships will be presented at the Official State of Illinois Pulaski Day Celebration, held at the Polish Museum of America on March 2
at 10:00 a.m. The PRCUA Education Fund Committee will select 5 recipients, each of whom will receive a $1,000.00 scholarship for the
2009-10 school year. High school seniors and college students are encouraged to apply. Deadline: February 23, 2009. Submit a 1-page
(max. 500 words) essay on: 20th Anniversary of the Downfall of Communism in Poland or 10th Anniversary of Poland's entry into NATO
or 5th Anniversary of Poland's admission to the European Union. Submit a 1-page personal statement on the student's academic and
career goals, community involvement, personal interests, extra-curricular activities and/or any recent achievements. Entries must be
typed, double-spaced, in English or Polish. Candidates must include their first and last name, email address, phone number and school
address with their entry. Please send the entries to: Pulaski-Day-Scholarship@prcua.org or fax to 773-278-4595 or send to PRCUA
Home Office (address to the left). Candidates must also be available to attend the official scholarship check presentation ceremony held
at the Polish Museum on March 2 at 10:00 a.m. For more information, go to: www.prcua.org and click on News and Events.
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Join the “Made in America” Effort
If you look around, you can see for yourself that more and more employment

opportunities in manufacturing continue to leave America’s shores. Televisions, telephones,
cell phones, appliances, furniture and clothing are just a few of the hundreds of products
once largely made in America which are now being made abroad and shipped to the U.S.A.

In my recent radio commentaries, I asked people to contact me to let me know their
thoughts on supporting American-made products, and to share their ideas on how we can
work together as Americans to encourage businesses to relocate a portion of their
manufacturing facilities to America. This is not something we should ask government to do;
this is a function of small and medium size businesses as well as large corporations, who
are able to offer their products and services in the free market economy of America.
Government's role is to keep taxes reasonable and provide tax incentives for businesses,
working to expand manufacturing and employment opportunities. I firmly believe that
what was made in America before can certainly be made in America again, but it’s going to
be up to all of us to support the effort.

Just look at the tags and boxes of the products you purchased recently; they clearly list
where the items were manufactured. Should more of these products be made in America
again? We certainly have to accept what’s happened during the last 10 to 15 years as
businesses closed local facilities and moved abroad, but we don’t have to let the past be our
future. If we demonstrate our concerns at the stores where we shop, if we ask to
talk with store managers and let them know we want to see more American-made
products on their shelves, sooner or later, the word will get to the right people,
the people who need our continued business in order to make a profit and be
successful.

We certainly have a skilled and dependable workforce ready and are able to produce
products for both American and International markets. The demand for change has to start
somewhere, and I’m encouraging you to be part of the “Made in America” effort. As I stated
before, I’m not against imported products. I’m for a balance of products, both foreign and
domestic, being sold in American stores.

I’m really pleased that people are beginning to talk more about this issue because in the
long run it affects everyone’s family, friends and neighbors. Working in the community, I
see first hand that jobs give people a future by enabling them to pay their living expenses
and healthcare costs and to save toward those unexpected needs. In order to keep what we
have and make more employment opportunities possible, we all have to get involved with
the Made in America effort.

One person wrote to ask me if I knew what percentage of items made in America were
being sold abroad compared to the percentage of items being made abroad and sold in
America. That’s a very good question. I don’t know the answer at this point, but I welcome
someone to contact me with those statistics.

In a recent radio commentary, I stated that empty manufacturing facilities don’t
employ people, don’t permit them to have an opportunity to support themselves and their
families and realize the American dream. I was pleased with the responses I received.
Below is a summary of the responses I have been receiving from my radio commentaries: 

For 20 years Americans watched jobs leave without an outcry. Now, with so many
industries closed and workers unemployed, we finally recognize our plight.

How do we get employment opportunities back from overseas? For years, what
made America great was its network of local businesses which supplied products locally and
nationally, employed local people, and enjoyed reasonable profits. Today, foreign-made
products at lower production costs, still cost American customers the same. In order to
bring businesses back, we may have to pay higher prices, but the benefits to the American
economy will be well worth it. If we unite behind American workers and the “Made in
America” label, we will be helping expand small and large businesses, union and non-union
employment opportunities.

Whom can we urge to restore industry-related training in our schools?  It is
without question that you and I have the power to create a demand for the “Made in
America” label. We need to fill those empty manufacturing facilities with new employment
opportunities and provide our workers with an opportunity to support themselves and their
families. With more manufacturing jobs we will bring about a variety of management,
sales, services, research and development positions and many others, which can be filled by
Americans ready and able to fill these employment opportunities.

At this time, I’m encouraging you to go out of your way to ask for both American-made
big-ticket items and your day-to-day purchases as well. Without your participation, things
will remain the same and employment opportunities at every level will continue to leave
our shores. We want to trade with the rest of the world, but at this point the balance is not
in favor of American workers. Additionally, foreign manufacturers have no obligation to
look out for the well-being of American workers, they are simply selling what they make to
American consumers for a profit.

I welcome your suggestions on ways to support American workers. Write to me at:
Michael@MichaelSupportsAmerica.com or Michael Supports America, 308 Walnut
Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106 

Michael Blichasz
President of the Eastern Pennsylvania 
Division of the Polish American Congress &
Radio Host in Philadelphia, PA

P.S. As a Polish American, when I go shopping at Polish markets or other ethnic specialty
stores, I’m expecting to see local ethnic specialty products as well as imported items. When
I go shopping at a mall or local stores, I want to see at least 50% of the items in those stores
offering products made in America alongside products from around the world. 

Winners of the PRCUA
Membership Promotion

for Societies
Society Location Amount

1. #162 Wyandotte, MI $2,000.00

2. #261 Harper Woods, MI $1,500.00

3. #1622 Palos Hills, IL $1,000.00

4. #718 Dearborn, MI $   600.00

5. #1624 Glenview, IL $   500.00

6. #1634 Toledo, OH $   200.00

7. #1624 Glenview, IL $   200.00

8. #718 Dearborn, MI $   200.00

9. #1413 Dearborn, MI $   200.00

10. #1618 Glenview, IL $   200.00

11. #1624 Glenview, IL $   200.00

12. #162 Wyandotte, MI $   200.00

13. #718 Dearborn, MI $   200.00

14. #1626 Glenview, IL $   200.00

15. #1413 Dearborn, MI $   200.00

Congratulations!

PRCUA Dance School POLANIE 
of the John Paul II Polish School

in Lemont and Romeoville, IL
cordially invites you to attend its

Carnival Ball
Saturday, February 21, 2009

Paradise Elegant Banquets
9220 South Harlem Avenue

Bridgeview, Illinois

Music “Firebeat”
Cocktail Hour 6:30 to

7:30 p.m.
Dinner 7:30 p.m.

Dance Program 9:00 p.m.
Donation $60 per person 

Tables of Ten

Proceeds are a fundraiser for the 
2009 Iwonicz Zdroj Summer Festival

Contact: Dagmara Johnson (630) 659-4906
Joanna Cetnarowski(630) 651-2600

Alicja Pachla (630) 768-2699

Please make reservations immediately.
Make check payable to John Paul II Polish School

and send to:
P.O. Box 434, Lemont, IL 60439

If you cannot attend, please send a donation.
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INVITINVITAATIONTION
Official SOfficial Sttate of Illinoisate of Illinois

Pulaski Day CelebrationPulaski Day Celebration
MondayMonday, March 2, 2009, March 2, 2009

10:00 a.m.10:00 a.m.
Polish Museum of AmericaPolish Museum of America

984 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL

For information call: 773-384-3352 Ext. 101

Speeches by our governmental leaders
Speeches by representatives of Polonia
Polish Entertainment
Wreath-Laying Ceremony
Award Presentations
Scholarship Presentations
Reception & Refreshments

Free Parking - Free Admission

Let us
remember the
contributions
that General

Casimir
Pulaski made

to our
American

freedom.

10TH POLISH CONSTITUTION DAY ART CONTEST
Organized by the Polish Museum of America

Sponsored by Consulate General of the Republic of Poland in Chicago

THEME: “Days of Triumph: The 20th Anniversary of the downfall of Communism in Poland; 
the 10th Anniversary of Poland's entry into NATO and the 5th Anniversary of Poland's admission
to the European Union.”

Create a picture presenting any or all of the theme subject matter which depicts
the positive changes that occurred in Poland during the last two decades. You 
can show a person or an event. Please present positive achievements and 
successes. Be creative.  Use many colors.  Use any medium you like. Since 
the winning artwork will be framed, the size must be 36 in. x 24 in. and it must 
be done on posterboard or heavy cardboard but not on canvas.

Deadline is April 15, 2009.
Open to all students in Grades 6 to 12.

Prizes will be awarded in the following two categories: Grades 6-8 and 9-12.
1st prize - $100 2nd prize - $75 3rd prize - $50 
Honorable Mention - $25 Best Overall - $100 

All winning entries will be displayed on the PMA's float in the Polish Constitution Day Parade, to
be held on May 2 in downtown Chicago. Prizes will be awarded at the Polish Festival following
the parade.  All entries will be presented at a special exhibit (2nd Young Generation Art Exhibit)
in the Great Hall of the Polish Museum of America from June 12 through June 21.  The winners
of the popular vote taken during the exhibit will receive additional prizes during a ceremony on
Saturday, June 20th.  Call for an entry form: (773) 384-3352 ext. 101 or go to
www.polishmuseumofamerica.org

NATO flag

Polish  flag

E. U.  flag

Michigan Fraternal Congress 73rd Annual Meeting

The 73rd Annual Meeting of the
Michigan Fraternal Congress (MFC)
and the Michigan Fraternal Insurance
Counselors (MFIC) was held on
October 2-3, 2008 at the Odawa Casino
Resort Hotel, Petoskey, MI.  In
attendance was PRCUA National
President Wallace Ozog and his wife
Joann, National Vice President, Bob
Bielenda and his wife Eleanor, PRCUA

Supervisor, Teresa Gibala and her
husband Walter, President PRCUA Pope

John Paul II Society, Ralph Raczynski and his wife
Irene, and District 10 Director, Barbara Toboy. The
MFC had an excellent program planned that
included three workshops.

Geraldine Schram, Master Certified
Graphoanalyst, presented "Are you Creative? Are
you Analytical? Questions answered." In this
workshop we were asked to write a sentence and
she described certain nuances in our style of writing
that denote our personality traits. 

Then we performed our MFC Service Project -
Baby Gift Bags. Participants decorated and filled
bags with baby items including hats, booties, bibs, baby wash, cream, etc. for a Pregnancy
Center in Petoskey.

The third workshop "When just asking for help doesn't work" was presented by
Kathryn Reither, Community Relations Specialist for Thrivent Financial for Lutherans.
She looked at two groups (1) those inside and (2) those outside (that want to be in). She
asked poignant questions: How are we empowering those already inside? Do we see those
inside the "Active Circle" as the means to attracting others? How are we drawing those who
are outside the "Active Circle" into it? For those inside, passion is a main component. Are
we still passionate about what we're doing? For those outside, are we intentional about
competing with the messages, choices, and time constraints of the people we're trying to
attract? Are we trying to differentiate our recruitment messages from the others they
receive? Are we personally asking people to join us? It is always flattering to ask someone
to volunteer. Are we designing opportunities for people to TRY serving so that they can
experience the benefits for themselves? Are we willing to give up trying to fill roles and
start with the person instead? Are we seeing the difference between "getting volunteers"
and engaging new colleagues in the Mission? These questions will lead to answers and
potentially new recruits, as we tailor our efforts to meet the changing world around us.

At the Banquet. the guest speaker was Steve Vanspeybroeck from Modern Woodmen of

America. He spoke about the fundamental changes to the
fraternal benefit system. Who we are and what we do
today, as fraternals, differentiates us from other
companies. Tax exempt entities will continue to be under
scrutiny. Fraternals need to carefully balance business and
fraternal activities. By doing so, we need to match
opportunity with obligation. Fact: 70% of baby boomer
women do not have a 401K. What are we doing to address
that? Boomers will not retire and stop, they will retire and
go. As a result, there is a potential for an increase in
volunteerism; boomers wanting to leave a legacy of giving
back to their communities. How are we matching boomers
to causes that matter? All these things add up to a shift in
our member base and an opportunity for growth and
development.

The program continued with recognition of the 2008
MFC scholarship recipients. Congratulations to PRCUA
member Nicole Schmidt, a recipient. The MFC also
awarded the Fraternalist of the Year medallion to Carolyn
Crowe from Women's Life Insurance Society. Congratul-
ations to PRCUA member nominee Irene Raczynski.

Friday's business meeting ended with the election and
installation of officers for the 2008 - 2009 year. They are:
President:  Dorothy Kridler, Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans; Immediate Past President: Gail Woodruff,
Modern Woodmen of America; First Vice President:
Kathryn Reither, Thrivent Financial for Lutherans; Second
Vice President: Jacquelynn Villareal, Women's Life
Insurance Society; Third Vice President: Joy Collins,
Gleaner Life Insurance Society; First Trustee: Sally Stoll,
Western Fraternal Life Association; Second Trustee: Steve
Grice, Modern Woodmen of America; Third Trustee:
Barbara Toboy, Polish Roman Catholic Union of America;
Secretary: Julia Serafin, Polish Falcons of America;
Treasurer: Francis Thelen, Catholic Order of Foresters;
and Chaplain: Robert Ladiski, Western Fraternal Life
Association
Editor’s Note: Congratulations to Dir. Barbara Toboy on
her election as a Trustee.

Submitted by: Barbara Toboy, National Director, Dis. #10

Back - Julia Serafin (Polish Falcons) Irene & Ralph Raczynski,
Bob & Eleanor Bielenda, Walter & Teresa Gibala; front - Dir.

Barbara Toboy, Joann & President Wallace Ozog

Ralph Raczynski, Joann Ozog, Eleanor Bielenda
Irene Raczynski, Dir. Toboy making gift bags



MEMBER SOC. STATE

ANDERSON, JEANETTE 2248 OH
ATLAK, JOSEPH 353 NY
BORUTA, JOANNE 703 PA
CASHI, FRANK 621 PA
CHMIEL, ANNE 820 CT
FORTUNA, WANDA 343 PA
FRANIAK,JOHN 308 IL
GAWENDZINSKI, LOTTIE 539 MO
GENIUS, CHESTER 2100 OH
GOLON, JEAN 2290 PA
GRANDZIEL, VALERIA 1598 IL
GROHOWSKI, MICHAEL 718 MI
GRZYWINSKI, KATHERINE 162 MI
HUDSON, CLIFFORD 343 PA
IZDEBSKI, JOSEPH 899 MA
JAZWINSKI, LEONARD 294 IL
KOTLARZ, STANLEY 602 NE
KUCHARCZYK, ANNA 286 CT
KULIG-SINK, MARGARET 849 IL
LEWANDOWSKI, MARY 471 IL
LUBEJKO, RICHARD 139 IL
MAZUR, LILLIAN 542 IL
MAZUR, LOTTIE 657 IL
MILEWSKI, JOANNA 1575 IL
MILLER, RAYAN 1618 MI
MODDROWSKI, DOROTHY 1579 IL
MOMOT, DANIEL 540 NY
NIEDBALSKI, GERALDINE 2206 OH
OBLAMSKI, STELLA 712 NY
PAWLOWSKI, ADELE 2144 OH
PILCHESKY, FRANCIS 1112 PA
PRZYBOJEWSKI, KAZIMER 2109 OH
PTASZYNSKI, REV. STEPHEN 389 CT
RAYMOND, KATHERINE 527 MD
REMBLOWSKI, WALTER 317 IL
SAMULSKI, RONALD 337 IN
SITEK, PAULINE 450 MO
SMITKOWSKI, MARK 2159 OH
SOBCZAK, JOHN 337 IL
SOBOCINSKI, HOWARD 2320 WI
STASZAK, CECELEA 593 IL
STOCKENAUER, STEVEN 2342 MI
TELGA, MARY 654 NY
TOOTHILL, LEONA 1001 IL
USTUPSKI, JOSEPHINE 433 MA
WACLAWIK, LOTTE 317 IL
WERENSKI, JOSEPHINE 1486 IL
WIATR, STEPHANIE 1147 IL
WIECINSKI, ZENON 413 IN
WOZNIAK,JOSEPH 540 NY
YAGLEY, JOHN 1111 MI
ZBILUT, JOSEPH 122 IL

May they Rest in Eternal Peace.

Dearly DDeparted PPRCUA
Brothers   
and SSisters
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Ambassador Nicholas Rey 
Fondly Remembered 

By Robert Strybel, Our Warsaw Correspondent

Warsaw - Former U.S. Ambassador to Poland, Nicholas
Rey, 70, who died recently in Washington, DC was mourned
in the land of his birth as a "great friend of Poland".
Grateful for his friendship and support, Poles filed through
the lobby of Warsaw's U.S. Embassy to pay their respects to
the deceased by signing a book of condolence.

He was a toddler when his parents fled in a diplomatic
convoy to Austria four days after Nazi Germany invaded
Poland in 1939. But aside from his birth and speaking
Polish from home, Nick Rey was your typical American who
became a Wall Street banker with few ties to his Polish
heritage. He was a direct descendant of Poland's famous
16th-century poet, his namesake Mikolaj Rej of Naglowice,
but that had no bearing on his life.  

A graduate of Princeton and John Hopkins University,
he gained extensive experience in investment banking and
was associated with such financial institutions as Bear, Stearns & Co. and Merrill Lynch.
Rey's Polish adventure began after his ancestral homeland threw off the Soviet yoke and,
for the second time in the 20th century, declared its independence in 1989. 

In 1990, the U.S. Congress set up the Polish-American Enterprise Fund (PAEF) and
granted the PAEF $240,000,000 to promote small business private enterprise in Poland.
Due in large part to Rey’s Polish background and business acumen - acquired as a leading
entrepreneur - Rey was approached to help spearhead the initiative. "I was the only gray-
haired, Polish-speaking investment banker they could find," Rey joked in an interview. The
Fund was an outstanding success. The PAEF lent its support to nearly 100,000 Polish
entrepreneurs and injected more than $1.2 billion dollars into Poland's emerging economy
through direct equity investments, home mortgages and consumer financing and employed
over 21,000 people. During the next nine years, $120,000,000 was returned to the U.S.
Treasury and an additional $180,000,000 was used to endow the Polish American Freedom
Foundation. 

That was a heady period when everything seemed possible. A few years earlier, Poland
had dumped communism in a peaceful Solidarity-led revolution which touched off the
collapse of one Soviet-backed regime after another across the European continent. A short
while later the Soviet Union itself had ceased to exist. 

In recognition of his efforts to promote Poland's transition from Marxist central
planning to free enterprise, President Bill Clinton appointed Rey as the U.S. Ambassador
to Poland in 1993. 

During his Ambassadorship in Warsaw, Poland was building a parliamentary
democracy and making a bid to join NATO, and Rey used every opportunity to serve his
ancestral homeland with his expertise and enthusiasm. Poland rewarded his efforts by
decorating him with the Commodore's Cross of Polonia Restituta.

Ambassador Rey returned to Washington after his term as ambassador ended in 1997,
but he did not abandon his interest and involvement in Polish affairs. He was among the
founders of the American-Polish Advisory Council, a group lobbying in favor of Polish
interests, where he worked with Gen. Edward Rowny and Mark Brzezinski. When the
Polish-American Enterprise Fund set up the Polish-American Freedom Foundation (PAFF)
in 2000, Rey was among its leaders.

In a message of condolence, the PAFF said it owed him a great debt of gratitude. "As a
member of its Board of Directors, he always served it with his extensive knowledge and
experience and was personally involved in many of its projects even at the most difficult
times of his life. We always thought highly of his wisdom, counsel and friendship and will
miss him dearly."

In one of his last interviews, Rey said: "The older I get, the more Polish I feel." He died
of lung cancer in his home in Washington's Georgetown section, survived by his wife Louisa
and three grown children. His funeral was held at Georgetown's Holy Trinity Church on
Friday, January 30, 2009. May he rest in eternal peace and be blessed for all the good he
has done.

New CD by Chicago Polkas

John J. Jaworski and 
the Polish Village Musicians

All Polish Vocals
Authentic Folk Music

Songs you’ll hear for the first time!
Mostly from Krakow and Rzeszow

$15.00 postpaid
Available from PMA Gift Shop

984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642

Hon. Nicholas Rey

I N V I T A T I O N
Society 2303 3rd Annual Paczki Party

Saturday, February 21, 2009 at 6 p.m.
Polonez Restaurant

4016 South Packard Avenue, St. Francis, WI
A fun-filled evening of Polish food, music, door prizes, traditions, and

- of course - delicious paczki (doughnuts).
Tickets: $14 per person; $7 children 7 - 12 years

Reservations: Marcy Ullenberg, 
3524 S. 35th St., Milwaukee, WI 53221

For information, call Mary Golla: (414) 282-6260
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY -  Birthday Greetings are extended to MSGR.
BERNARD WITKOWSKI, Honorary Chaplain, who will be celebrating his
special day on February 24th.  The day is yours, Monsignor. So make it
everything you want it to be.  

HEARTFELT SYMPATHY - JANE VISCO of SOCIETY 2002 was
called to her eternal rest on January 28, 2009.  She is survived by 3
daughters, 1 son, 7 grandchildren and 10 great grandchildren.  Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated on February 2nd at Christ the King Church
with interment in St. Dominic Cemetery.  May Christ console the grieving
hearts of the entire Visco Family in their great loss.  May the departed soul
of Jane Visco rest in eternal peace.   

SUNSHINE, LOLLIPOPS AND RAINBOWS - EVERYTHING
THAT'S WONDERFUL IS SURE TO COME YOUR WAY -  Cheery
Wishes are extended to SOCIETY 2019's Financial Secretary, DOLORES
KRYSZTOFIK of Trenton, New Jersey, who is recuperating after recent
surgery.  We hope this happy "feel better" message will add sunshine to
your day and show you that you're thought of in a warm and special way.

CONDOLENCES -  Warm expressions of sympathy are extended to
SOCIETY 2022 members, PATRICIA M. BURZAK on the loss of her dear
uncle and to PATRICIA C. BURZAK on the loss of her great uncle.
Anthony Gdonski passed away on January 11, 2009.  Mass of Christian
Burial was celebrated on January 15, 2009 at St. Dominic Church with
interment in St. Dominic Cemetery.  Please know we are remembering you
at this time of loss. May he rest in eternal peace.

THANK YOU VERY MUCH - We are indeed grateful to SOCIETY
2022's DOLORES BARTOSIEWICZ who recently stopped by the
Philadelphia Office with a bagful of aluminum can tabs.  We're very
grateful and urge everyone to join in and save those "tabs". .    

LIFE CAN BE SO SWEET ON THE SUNNY SIDE OF THE
STREET - SOCIETY 2040's VERONICA WESOLOWSKI is also
recuperating after her recent surgery.  Warm wishes are being sent your
way and we're hoping that you're feeling much better with each passing
day.

IF YOU'RE PLANNING A VISIT TO PHILADELPHIA - be sure to
visit the Polish American Cultural Center Museum at 308 Walnut Street
and the Kosciuszko House at 3rd and Pine Streets.  Philadelphia welcomes
many bus groups and tour groups.

You can call the Museum in advance so that a representative can greet
your group and give them a tour.  For further information, kindly call 215-
922-1700.

CIRCLE THE DATE - The Polish American Congress Eastern
Pennsylvania Division invites everyone to attend a community wide
MEMORIAL TRIBUTE MASS ON THE 4TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
DEATH OF POPE JOHN PAUL THE GREAT on Thursday, April 2,
2009 at 7:00 PM, St. Adalbert Church, Thompson Street and Allegheny
Avenue, Philadelphia.  You may call 215-739-3408 for additional
information.

THE SHADOW OF YOUR SMILE - or perhaps a "frown" because on
February 2nd the world's most famous groundhog saw his shadow so this
long winter will last for 6 more weeks, oh no!  But…. you know, it's nice and
warm at the Philadelphia Satellite Office and we always look forward to the
pleasure of your company.  When you are walking or driving along
Allegheny Avenue, just knock on our door and give us the opportunity to
explain our products and inform you of the benefits you can derive by being
a member of Polish Roman Catholic Union of America.

Until we meet again, stay happy and healthy.
Elaine and Sharon/Philadelphia Satellite Office 

Lachine, MI - PRCUA St. Stan's
Society #718 member Wade Strieter of
Lachine, MI was chosen as one of thirty-six
students to attend the Michigan State
Police Training Academy in Lansing, MI.
He was sponsored by the Dearborn Heights
American Legion Stitt Post. His
grandfather, Cass Wegzyn, also a member
of PRCUA St. Stan's #718 Society,
recommended and secured the
sponsorship.

The programs are conducted by the MI
State Police officers, with assistance from
deputies and local police officers.
Applicants are selected by Sergeant
Richard Hale of Michigan State Police
Training. To be eligible, participants must
be 11th or12th graders with a GPA of 2.5 or higher and be physically fit.

Work began at 5a.m. and continued until lights out at 10 p.m. It was
only one week of training, which was vigorous and demanding and
included hands-on training and classes on traffic, criminal law, defensive
tactics, firearms marksmanship, crash investigation and underwater
recovery. At the graduation, Wade's mother, Monica, also of Soc. #718
member, and his father, Jack, were proud of Wade - as was Grandpa Cass
at the graduation. Wade plans to attend Alpena Community College. 

Written by Cass Wegzyn

Michigan Soc. #718 News PRCUA Seniors are Calling You!

Polish American Social Services "PASS"
Outreach Program 

308 Walnut Street • Philadelphia, PA 19106 
(215) 923-1900 • Fax: (215) 922-1518 

www.PolishAmericanSocialServices.com

Philadelphia Career Fair
Monday, April 6, 2009, 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM

Crowne Plaza
4100 Presidential Blvd., Philadelphia, PA 19131

Career Fairs are the BEST OPPORTUNITY you can find to make
connections face to face with recruiters who make hiring decisions.  For
very helpful tips on what to wear, how to present yourself, your resume,
and other factors that can affect hiring, go to the folllowing Internet site:

www.nationalcareerfairs.com

Wade Streiter

Members of the PRCUA Seniors Club celebrating Valentine’s Day at their February meeting

Chicago, IL - The PRCUA Seniors are a group of loveable people who
get together the first Tuesday of each month to socialize, have coffee and
cake and have fun. The newly-elected President of the PRCUA Seniors is
Fred Tuytens, who is employed part-time as a Tour Guide at the Polish
Museum of America.

Fred is looking for men and women who want to get out of the house
and mingle with  others. You will feel younger and forget all of those aches
and pains. Fred hopes to see some of our PRCUA members at the next
meeting that will be held on Tuesday, March 3 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00
p.m.  The meetings are held in the 1st floor Social Hall of the PRCUA
building located at 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL. Please join us!
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Poster Contest Winner
Toledo, OH - Con-

gratulations are extended
to Stephanie Cisek of
PRCUA Society 1633 in
Toledo, Ohio, who won 3rd
place in Grade 4-6 Division
"Keep Christ in Christmas"
poster art contest
sponsored by the Toledo,
Ohio Knights of Columbus,
West Toledo Council 3122.
The Awards Breakfast and

presentation ceremony was
held at the K. of C. Hall, Secor Road, on Sunday, January
4, 2009.  Stephanie is a member of the Echoes of Poland
Folk Song and Dance Ensemble, who practice at Misiuda
Hall on Detroit Ave. in Toledo, Ohio. She is a 6th grader at
St. Piux X School in Toledo.  Stephanie is the daughter of
Mark and Jennifer Cisek, the sister of Patrick, and the
granddaughter of John and Dorothy Cisek, Stan and Helen
Wisniewski.  This is the second time she has won this
poster contest.  The first time she was in third grade.  Way
to go, Stephanie! 

The Polish Answer Man - Robert Strybel
Q: Would you know a good source for Polish movies on the net? Do they come
with English subtitles or are dubbed? BILL MLYNARSKI, Cheektowaga, NY
A: Try www.polishmoviesonline.com Some may have subtitles, others do not. It all
depends which ones you're interested in. Dubbing is very expensive and is still fairly rare as
Polish films go. 

******
Q: I live in Buffalo, NY and am 100% Polish. I would like to find my relatives in
Poland. My grandfather came over and before him my great grandparents came
over. How would I find out how to contact people from his hometown, once I
found out what his hometown was. And how do I do that? DONNA NOWICKI,
Buffalo, NY
A: You can begin by visiting: www.cyndislist.com/poland.htm as well as
www.polishroots.com. That should get you started. Of course, you will also need some
vital data about your ancestors: names, dates, places, etc. You may be in for complications if
it is a very common name such as Nowicki. Ancestors with less common names are often
easier to track down.

******    
Q: I purchased your cookbook Polish Heritage Cookery for my wife and we both
love it. We have tried to make sour milk twice without any luck. I know that
unpasteurized milk sours naturally and your recipe, I assume, is for pasteurized
milk. Our milk never seems to clabber overnight. Are we supposed to wait until
the sour cream gets to room temperature also? Do we stir the sour cream once we
add it? Should we do all this during the day when it is a little warmer and keep it
near a sunny window like yeast when rising? ETHAN MUEHBAUER
A: Souring milk in the USA may be a problem because there is homogenized, pasteurized
and UHT milk to which various spoilage retardants are added. This may vary from state to
state. A traditional way of getting around this is to use dairy sour cream as a souring agent.
I suggest fork-blending the sour cream at room temperature until liquefied and stirring it
into the milk in an open bowl with a wooden spoon. Try keeping the milk mixture in a
higher than room-temp. (75-80°F) place. If it doesn't clabber overnight, let it set until it
does. I have heard of Americans using commercial cultured buttermilk for this purpose but
you must use twice as much as sour cream. By the way, Polish groceries and delis in major
northern US cities sell ready to use sour milk such as kefir.

******
Q: I need to find the name of a movie. The director is Maczie Deiczur (I'm not sure
of the spelling), and the movie is about two young boys who ride to freedom out of
communist-controlled Poland on the undercarriage of a truck. VAUGHN JUDSON
A: The film is "300 mil do nieba", directed by Maciej Dejczer. See:
http://www.alejahandlowa.pl/tr/produkt/300-mil-do-nieba-maciej-dejczer-filmy-
warszawa_2109189.html

******
Q: Is this an authentic Polish Recipe? If so, what would it be called in Polish?
Polish Honey Onion Sauce: 
1/4 cup vegetable oil; 4 cups thinly sliced yellow onions; 1 tablespoon minced
garlic; 
1 cup beef or chicken stock; 6 tablespoons honey; 2 tablespoons spicy whole grain
mustard; 2 tablespoons apple cider vinegar
Heat oil over medium-high heat, add the onions and cook, stirring, until
caramelized. Add stock, bring to boil and cook until reduced by 1/2. Add honey,
mustard and vinegar, and reduce heat to medium-low, simmer until thickened,
about 6 min. Remove from the heat and cool for at least 10 min. before serving
with sausages. 
MICHAEL BERDONI
A: Yes, combinations of onion, garlic, honey and vinegar were typical of Old Polish cookery.
This could rightly be called STAROPOLSKI SOS CEBULOWY (Old Polish Onion Sauce).
It would be good with all kinds of meats and poultry, not just sausage.

Elena Sobilo Attended
Historic Inauguration

Elena Sobilo, 13, daughter
of Cathy and Past PRCUA
Director of District #5 Rich
Sobilo of Whiting, IN and
granddaughter of Stella Sobilo
of East Chicago and Joseph and
Janet Zahorsky of Whiting, was
invited to participate in the
inauguration of the 44th
President of the United States.
Through the Junior Presidential
Youth Inaugural Conference,
Elena was selected as a
program participant last
summer, with other outstanding
middle school students from
across the United States. 

The program consisted of five days of leadership
workshops, speeches, training sessions, team-building,
museum visits and the highlight was witnessing the
historical inauguration of President Barack Obama and
attending an inauguration gala afterwards.

Elena is a seventh grade honor student at St. John the
Baptist Elementary School in Whiting, IN. She is also
active in sports, the Student Council, the Christmas Choir
and cheerleading. Elena is a member of PRCUA Queen
Mary of Poland Society #413 of East Chicago, IN. Her
brother, Alex, age 9, and her parents accompanied her on
the trip and all were invited on a Capitol tour by
Congressman Pete Visclosky the day after the
inauguration. 

The PRCUA is proud of Elena and hopes she will
cultivate her leadership skills and perhaps even serve her
community as a governmental leader some day.

The Junior Presidential Youth Inaugural Conference is
intended to provide young scholars with a deeper
understanding of the history behind the electoral process
and the rich traditions surrounding the presidential
inauguration. “We certainly hope this will inspire the next
generation of U.S. leaders,” commented Marguerite Regan,
Dean of Academic Affairs for the Congressional Youth
Leadership Council (CYLC) that sponsors this program.
CYLA is a nonpartisan, independent, educational
organization which, since 1985, has inspired more than
200,000 young people to achieve their full leadership
potential. For more information about their programs for
youth, go to www.cylc.org/jrpyic.

Elena Sobilo

KKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKKK

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America Education Fund, Inc.
984 N. Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, Illinois  -  773-782-2600

Proceeds benefit the PRCUA Education Fund

Easter Polish Culture DayEaster Polish Culture Day

SaturdaySaturday, March 28, 2009, March 28, 2009
10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.

X Celebrate Easter by learning Polish traditions!
X Sample traditional Easter food and learn its significance!

X Experience three types of Old World 
hands-on Easter folk art

Includes: a light lunch and beverage plus a chance to win a
prize in the "pick an egg" contest!

Imported decorated Polish wooden Easter eggs 
will be available for purchase. 

$20/adult - $15 ages 7-15 yrs - Send reservation and check to the
above address with your name and address.



Chicago, IL - The Illinois-Indiana Women’s Division of
the Fraternal Department of the PRCUA held its annual
Oplatek Dinner at the PRCUA Social Hall in Chicago on
Sunday, December 7th. The dinner was hosted by District 9
with Director of District 9 Elizabeth Grabowski as Mistress
of Ceremonies. The hall was filled to capacity and among
the guests were members of the PRCUA Board of Directors
and their wives, as well as a contingent of members from
Cleveland, Ohio, including newly-elected Director of
District 5 Dr. Mitchell Bienia.

Dir. Grabowski welcomed guests, extended hearty
wishes for a Merry Christmas and introduced Father
Walter Ptak, PRCUA National Chaplain from Wyandotte,
MI. Fr. Ptak blessed the oplatki and offered the Benediction
before the meal.

Guests participated in the ancient Polish Christmas
tradition of sharing oplatki with each other and exchanging
best wishes for Christmas and for the New Year to come.
Then, table-by-table, guests were invited to the buffet table
to enjoy a delicious meal.

During dessert and afterwards, wonderful musical
entertainment was provided by 10-year-old Patrick Bieszke,
who played Polish and English Christmas carols on the
violin, while attired in a traditional Polish folk dress. His
performance was excellent and it was truly the highlight of
the afternoon.

Several raffles were then held. There were a large
number of prizes that were donated, so many people went
home as happy winners. The prizes were distributed by
PRCUA’s 2009 Cinderella Natalie Paprocki and Prince
Charming Runner-Up Bart Grabowski. The lovely table
centerpieces were won by one person at each table and all
guests received a table favor. -              By Kathryn Rosypal
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Mistress of Ceremonies Director Elizabeth Grabowski of PRCUA
District 10 with PRCUA National Chaplain Rev. Walter Ptak, 

who is giving the invocation and oplatek blessing

(L-r) Director Elizabeth Grabowski with Anita Bieszke holding her
daughter, Julia, and Elizabeth’s mother, Wieslawa Lizak

PRCUA Illinois-Indiana Women’s Division Oplatek 2008

Violinist Patrick Bieszke was the highlight of the event

Elizabeth Sadus selling tickets and raffle chances

Bernice Hyatt, Martha Kwiatt and others at the buffet

Mary Jane Robles & Mary Brzezniak sharing oplatek

(Left)
2009 PRCUA

Cinderella
Natalie

Paprocki and
Prince

Charming
Runner-Up Bart

Grabowski

(Right)
Josephine
Premetz,
Danuta

Lenckos,
Barbara

Pawlowski &
Stella Szewczyk

Long-time friends Irene Delonka and Joyce Szarowicz,
National Secretary-Treasurer of the PRCUA

National Director Lillian Stempinski of District #7 
with Wally Latuszek

(L to r) Geraldine Kowalski, President of the
Illinois-Indiana Women’s Division, sharing

oplatek with PRCUA National Director Robert
Bugielski of District #7 and a friend hugging and
sharing oplatek with Past Director of District #7

Joseph Boruta, who is also 
Past National PRCUA Treasurer
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PRCUA Member Appointed
Head of PA State Police

Colonel Frank E.
Pawlowski was recently
appointed Commissioner
of the Pennsylvania State
Police by PA Governor
Edward G. Rendell and
confirmed by the State
Senate. 

A 30-year veteran of
the State Police,
Pawlowski had previously
served as the Deputy
Commissioner of
Operations for the State
Police since February of
2007. In that capacity, he
commanded the Bureau of
Criminal Investigation,
Patrol, Emergency,
Special Operations and

Liquor Control Enforcement.
Additionally, he oversaw the Executive Service Section,

the Gaming Enforcement Office, five area commands and
sixteen troops located throughout the state.

Pawlowski is a graduate of Monsignor Bonner High
School in Drexel Hill, PA and West Chester State College,
where he earned a bachelor’s degree in criminal justice in
1976 and the FBI National Academy in Wuantico, VA.

Upon his graduation from the State Police Academy in
Hershey, PA, he was presented with the American Legion
Award, which is given to the outstanding member of the
class.

Throughout his career, Pawlowski served in various
assignments in patrol and criminal investigation functions
in Southeastern Pennsylvania, including Lancaster,
Ephrata, Avondale, Embreesville, Harrisburg, Reading and
Philadelphia.

He also held command positions at the troop level, in
the Bureau of Criminal Investigations and the Bureau of
Integrity and Professional Standards. 

Col. Pawlowski also fulfilled temporary assignments
with the PA Attorney General’s Office of Special Counsel
and the State Police Task Force.

He was selected and served as one of the original
members of the State Police Special Emergency Response
Team (SERT) as a hostage negotiator and since 1992 as
unit leader.

Pawlowski is a member of the International
Association of Chiefs of Police, the Pennsylvania Chiefs of
Police Association, the Chester County Chiefs of Police
Association and PRCUA Society #1133.

Pawlowski’s late father, Frank Pawlowski, also was a
distinguished State Police officer, who served as
Superintendent of the Haverford Township Police
Department from 1968 to 1975.

PA State Police Commissioner
Colonel Frank E. Pawlowski

Summer Study-Tour at Catholic
University in Lublin, Poland

July 4 - August 10, 2009
$2,515 for 5 weeks, $2,378 for 3 weeks $1,457 for 2 weeks

Program includes: lodging and all meals in Poland;
group travel in Poland; lectures, language classes,
performances; and health insurance. Round trip
transportation is NOT included. 
Five-week program includes 100 hrs. of Polish language at
beginning, intermediate or advanced levels, lectures, films,
cultural performances, excursions to Warsaw, Kazimierz
and other places of interest, optional trips to Krakow and
Bielowieza National Park - course earns 5 UWM credits.

Contact: Prof. Michael Mikos (414) 229-4151 or
mikow@uwm.edu or www.lrc.uwm.edu/tour/

Christmas in Uganda
By Sarah Ocwieja, a member of the Peace Corps and PRCUA Society #542;
granddaughter of the late PRCUA Resident Vice President Regina Ocwieja

Sarah Ocwieja is in Uganda with the Peace Corps,
as part of her Master’s Degree program in engineering at
Michigan Tech University. She will be there until October of
2009. She works with the Kyetume Community Based
Health Care Program, providing  health education on AIDS
and sanitation issues.  She is also training people on how to
make fuel-efficient stoves so that they no longer need to cook
over an open fire and how to garden more efficiently using a
"keyhole" garden. All of these projects are designed to be
continued even after her departure next Fall. Sarah also
works with a group of HIV-positive women and young
mothers making jewelry from paper beads. 

This year, I again spent the Christmas holiday
season in Uganda, Africa, but unlike last year I had more
friends - both volunteers and Ugandans - with whom to
spend the holiday season. A couple of weeks before
Christmas, Caroline Namuli invited me to spend
Christmas Day with her family. So I went to Nkokojeru to

celebrate Christmas Eve with some fellow volunteers. 
We cooked great food, played games and attended a

Christmas Eve Mass at the local convent. I left in the
morning to attend the three

different meals that where
planned for me. I visited Caroline
and her family and we enjoyed a
late tea. Afterwards Caroline and
I baked banana bread as dessert
for Christmas dinner. 

I then had a quick lunch at
John Kiyimba's house. He had a
couple of visitors but since I had to
get to the dinner, I only ate a
little. Arriving at Caroline's house,
the family was already eating.
They served so much food - more
than I could eat by far. They
served meat, chicken (which I
purchased especially for this
family), matooke, macron, Irish
potatoes, rice, and cabbage. The
chicken was cooked in a special

traditional way: the meat and some of
the broth are wrapped in banana
leaves and steamed. The food was
amazing but so much. 

After dinner I took pictures of the
family and the kids who had joined
us because of the extra food. I showed
Caroline how to use my camera as I
did not want to hold it while playing
catch with all the kids. She then
showed her Dad. 

Later, they brought leftovers to
my house so I could have yet another
meal. Overall, it was a wonderful
day. I did miss the traditional
holiday foods that I have become used
to such as mushroom soup and pierogi. Here Christmas day

is the
big day, with families attending
church and cooking large meals to
share with family and friends. 

Now the holidays are over,
it’s time to get back to work. January
was spent organizing projects for the
upcoming yea: a food security project,
in which households taking care of
orphans and vulnerable children
(OVCs) will construct a keyhole
garden to increase the amount of
vegetables available to the family.
Then, in February, we will hold our
second fuel-efficient stove training. 

Sarah’s makeshift Christmas tree

Sarah playing ball with children

Caroline Namuli and her family 

Christmas dinner theUgandan way



United Kingdom, Iceland,
Ireland, Italy, Japan,
L i e c h t e n s t e i n ,
Luxembourg, Monaco, the
Netherlands, New Zealand,
Norway, Portugal, San
Marino, Singapore,
Slovenia, Spain, Sweden,
and Switzerland.

Most Loyal Ally
The Polish-American
community, in general,
takes offense to this most
recent snub by the US
government. Poland has
been one of the most loyal
nations to the United
States. From the very
beginning of this country,
Poles helped build America
by working as glassblowers
and pitch makers in the
Jamestown colony in 1608.
During the Revolutionary
War two military leaders
from Poland, Tadeusz
Kosciuszko and Kazimierz
Pulaski, led American
forces, thereby helping to
overturn British tyranny.
In the Coalition of the
Willing during the second
Iraq war, Poland led multi-
national forces in the
middle-third of Iraq. And
now, Poland will serve as
launching site in the
Missile Defense Shield that
the US is building in
Europe, for which Poland
has incurred the threat of
reprisal from Russia. For
centuries Poles have
immigrated to America and
have distinguished
themselves in all fields of
endeavor. It is a shame
that a country that has

given so much to the USA
and to the world, is now
being denied the right for
its citizens to visit the USA
without a visa, while other
countries are given this
privilege.

Rejected
Bulgaria, Cyprus, Greece,
Malta and Romania join
Poland on the rejection list.
However, Senator
Voinovich claims that it is
of the highest priority to
include Poland in the VWP
at the next round of
admissions in 2009.
According to the Senator, it
is a "win-win" situation to
include other countries.
The US wins because
countries that are admitted
will adhere to measures of
increased safety and
security for the USA. And
newly admitted countries
win because their nationals
will be able to visit the USA
without the expense and
time required to obtain a
US visa, not to mention the
humiliation of the process.
US Senator Diane
Feinstein (D-California) is
a primary opponent of the
expansion of the VWP. In
fact, she is totally against
to the entire program, not
just its expansion.

Criteria
To be admitted into the
VWP, countries must meet
certain legislatively
established criteria. Among
the criteria are:
1. The country must have
reciprocal visa-free travel
for US citizens
2. The country must have
machine readable passports
3. Passports must contain
biometric identifiers, which
are tamper-proof and
difficult to forge
4. Theft of blank
passports must be reported
on a timely basis
5. The country must have
a very low visa refusal rate
(10% or less at present)
6. Visa violations must be
less than two percent

Additional requirements
In addition, it is also
required that the

Homeland Security
Department and the
Secretary of State evaluate
the effect a VWP country
would have on the law
enforcement and security
interests of the United
States. Among the issues
that constitute this part of
the criteria are: (1) each
nation's security of
passports and other
documents, (2) nationality
and citizenship laws, (3)
evidence of and efforts to
address such threats as
terrorism, organized crime,
money laundering, human
and drug trafficking, as
well as (4) efforts to
address immigration
controls, alien smuggling
activities, in addition to (5)
political and economic
stability of the government,
and (6) cooperation of law
enforcement issues,
including extradition.

Total Requirements
It is this total package of
requirements that is taken
into consideration when
admitting countries to the
VWP. In fact, there is a full
protocol that each country
must complete, and non-
compliance in any one area
may be cause for non-
acceptance into the VWP.

At last report, 13% of
Polish nationals who
applied for a visa to visit
the USA were rejected,
which exceeds the standard
by 3%. Senator Voinovich
stated that he was in favor
of completely eliminating
the visa rejection rate from
the criteria, but his
proposal was not adopted. 

Reasons for
Rejection

US Consular
officials in
Warsaw and
Krakow reject
applications
for US visas
primarily for
two reasons:
(1) the
applicant will
overstay the
d e s i g n a t e d
date of
departure from

the USA, or (2) the applicant
will work illegally in the
USA. Many applicants
complain that these
decisions are made on an
arbitrary basis, subject to
the whim of the interviewing
officer. There appears to be
no standard by which to
judge the probability of
overstay or illegal work in
the USA. The Senator took
note of this problem.
Senator Voinovich also
indicated that it is only two
years that the US State
Department is tracking the
exit of foreigners from the
USA. It appears that until
this time, there was no
information gathered on
when, and for that matter, if
foreigners left the USA. In
the past, it was not possible
to tell the overstay rate of
citizens from any country,
but now that data is being
recorded.

Signs of Return
The Senator reminded the
delegation of typical signs
that a person will return to
his/her home country. Chief
among them are possession
of property, including real
estate, such as a home, or a
business, or a car or a bank
account. Students still in
school or university usually
want to return home to
finish their education. For
others who have no
compelling reason to return
home, it is often assumed by
consular officials, that they
would overstay their visa or
remain indefinitely in the
USA, often working illegally.
Therefore, a visa to the USA
is frequently denied.
(Cont. on page 13)
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MEETING WITH U.S. SENATOR VOINOVICH ON VISA WAIVER PROGRAM

Delegation with Senator George Voinovich (4th from left)

John Borkowski and Senator Voinovich

A delegation from the
Alliance of Poles Division of
the PRCUA met with US
Senator George Voinovich
(R-Ohio) on Friday,
December 19, at his office in
the Anthony J. Celebrezze
Federal Building in
Cleveland, Ohio to discuss
the United States
government's Visa Waiver
Program (VWP). John
Borkowski, Francis and Pat
Rutkowski, and Mitchell
Bienia asked the Senator
why Poland was not
admitted to this program at
the recent expansion
announcement made by
then-President George
Bush. Borkowski,
Rutkowski and Bienia,
being officers of the Ohio
Division of the Polish
American Congress, also
represented that
organization.

Visa Waiver Program
The VWP permits nationals
of certain countries to enter
the United States for up to
90 days for business or
personal travel without
obtaining a US visa. On
October 17, 2008 President
Bush announced the
eminent expansion of the
VWP to include seven new
countries, including Czech
Republic, Estonia, Latvia,
Lithuania, Hungary,
Republic of Korea and
Slovak Republic, which join
countries already part of
the VWP, Andorra,
Australia, Austria,
Belgium, Brunei, Denmark,
Finland, France, Germany,



“Lent 2009 –
Wielki Post”

A quick look to the calendar reveals
that February 25, 2009 is ASH
WEDNESDAY, the beginning of this
year’s Season of Lent. As we know,
Lent is our annual, built-in, forty-day
“retreat” which offers all of us the
opportunity to break out of our normal
routines, look at many aspects of our
lives, and hopefully make an effort to
improve ourselves and draw closer to
the Lord in the process.

There are a number of ways in
which, traditionally, people have
pursued this. Usually, the focus is upon
the three hallmark characteristics of the Lenten Season, which
come to us from Jesus Himself in the gospels: prayer, fasting and
almsgiving.    

Prayer is our communication with God and, as all of our other
communicating is with everyone else, it is the foundation of our
relationship with Him. Therefore, in all of its many forms, it is
integral to our spiritual life. Many extra devotions are celebrated
during the Lenten Season to offer a variety of opportunities for
prayer. We should make sure that we have a combination of both
communal prayers (Mass, public devotion, etc.) as well as private
prayer (our own personal manner of daily prayer in its varied
forms). Regardless, we should make efforts to see that our prayers
are strengthening us spiritually, not leaving us sapped. In other
words, they should be working for us-bringing us closer to God-
and not us working at them. 

Fasting has almost exclusively
been relegated to the Lenten Season
and, yet, Jesus reminds us that it is an
important part of the Christian life in
general. While it is NOT just for Lent,
as the primary penitential season in
the Church year, it does have a central
role during these forty days. Fasting
(which is limiting the amount of our
food and drink) and abstaining (giving
up certain types of foods - meat on
Fridays) help us in myriad of ways. It
helps build-up self control… and, if we
can do it for something small, we give

ourselves a better chance to be
successful in things that are more important. It helps us also to
realize the difference between what we NEED verses what we
WANT… priceless in and of itself! In addition, according to what
the medical people keep reminding us: it is the HEALTHY things
to do. Make sure some thought is given to productive ways of
incorporating these practices in your life this Lent.

Almsgiving, or charity, is another Christian characteristic
given greater emphasis during this time. It is not only concerned
with what we have to give away, such as our financial resources,
but also, and more importantly, with how we share the gift that is
ourselves. If you want to know what is important in your life, give
yourself this little test: What gets your money and what gets your
time?  Honestly looking at the answers to this can help identify
both strengths and weaknesses. A sincere effort to incorporate
active forms of charity – both personal and material –will go a
long way in helping this Lent be a fulfilling time of renewal.

Forty days is a long enough time to make great progress if we
apply ourselves using these tried-and-true methods. It is also
much too much time to waste away without any effort. My prayers
are that this Lent will be spiritually productive and very fruitful
for all. 

Fr. Eric Orzech, Chaplain
Alliance of Poles Division of

PRCUA
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Poland's Only Successful
Uprising Celebrated

By Robert Strybel, Our Warsaw Correspondent
Warsaw - As you read this, Poland will be in the midst of

celebrating the 90th anniversary of the Wielkopolska
Insurrection, the only truly successful Polish uprising against
foreign occupation. The last two centuries of Polish history has
been peppered with ill-fated risings, starting with the 1794
Kosciuszko Insurrection and followed by 19th-century November
Insurrection (1830-1831) and January Insurrection (1863-64).
Also, crushed by foreign occupants were the 1905 Revolution, the
Warsaw Ghetto Uprising (1943) and the Warsaw Uprising (1944). 

Unlike other countries, for which World War I ended in
November of 1918, Poland did not emerge from 123 years of
partitions as a fully free and independent country until 1922
when it finally secured its post-war borders with the Soviet
Union, Lithuania and Germany. Resentment against Germany's
anti-Polish and anti-Catholic policies had been especially strong
in Wielkopolska and a speech delivered in Poznañ by Polish
composer-diplomat Ignacy Paderewski inspired its people to
reclaim their region from the occupying Germans. The uprising
lasted several months and claimed thousands of lives but
ultimately led to the withdrawal of German troops.

Were it not for that armed rising, the Poland that emerged
after World War I might well have not included Wielkopolska, the
western Polish region containing such important cities as Poznan,
Kalisz, Pila, Konin and Leszno. At the anniversary, President
Lech Kaczynski said: "This rising was well organized, the balance
of forces was well calculated, and not only courage but also reason
came into play. The Wielkopolska Uprising showed that without
rational responsibility one cannot win." The celebration also
included a multi-media cultural program involving hundreds of
actors, singers and dancers and including a re-enactment of
Paderewski's arrival in Poznan and some of the actual fighting.

Coincidentally or not, an earlier Wielkopolska upheaval in
1806 had set the stage for the emergence of the Grand Duchy of
Warsaw, a truncated ersatz state that lasted only from 1807 to
1815 and depended on Napoleon's support. But even if we
disregard that first rising whose results were short-lived, perhaps
the above title is not entirely accurate. Wasn't the Solidarity
revolution a peaceful insurrection that changed history?

MEETING
WITH U.S.
SENATOR

VOINOVICH
ON VISA
WAIVER

PROGRAM

(Cont. from page 12)

But sometimes the
applicant is his own
worst enemy. The
stress of the
interview may cause
the applicant to
"freeze up." If he
can't answer simple
questions, or if
answers are
contradictory, the
interviewer becomes
suspicious of the
applicant's motives,
and rejects the
application for a US
visa.

Request for
Transparency

The PRCUA
delegation asked
Senator Voinovich
to investigate the
reasons for which
judgment is made to
reject an application
for a US visa. It
seems that there
should be a
universal standard
that is transparent
and common to all
consular officials, so
that visa applicants
would know why
they were rejected
for a visa to the
USA. Oftentimes
the visa applicant
feels humiliated and
embarrassed by the
treatment received
from US consular
officials, which is
not an appropriate
way to act towards
citizens of a country
that have been loyal
to the USA for
many, many years.

By Mitchell Bienia

The Alliance of Poles
Division of PRCUA
Polish School
Will Sponsor Its

POLISH
DINNER

Sunday, February 22, 2009
11:30 A.M.

Alliance of Poles Auditorium
6968 Broadway - Cleveland, Ohio

Donation - $12.00
Children under 12 - $8.00

Proceeds Will Be Used For 
Polish School Expenses



K¥CIK POEZJI

2009 - Rokiem Juliusza S³owackiego, jednego z najwiêkszych mistrzów gatunku
literackiego, jakim s¹ jego dramaty, ¿e nie wspomnê wierszy i poematów.  Mo¿e dziêki
przypomnieniu, choæ w skrócie, czytelnik uzyska osobisty kontakt z tym niezwyk³ym
fenomenem jakim jest polski dramat romantyczny.

Powstawa³ po wielkich wydarzeniach narodowych, pocz¹wszy od rozbiorów przez Sejm
Wielki, Powstanie Koœciuszkowskie, a¿ po tragiczny upadek niepodleg³oœci pañstwa. O tych
wydarzeniach S³owacki s³ysza³ z relacji œwiadków, tradycji rodzinnej i lektur. Prze¿y³ i by³
œwiadkiem dramatu ostatniego Nocy Listopadowej. Klêskê i upadek zrywu
niepodleg³oœciowego prze¿ywa³ ju¿ na emigracji.

W roku 1845 S³owacki w liœcie do matki napisa³:
"Otó¿ ja Ci powiem, ¿e przed Chrystusem nie œmia³bym  deklamowaæ z zapa³em ani

Szwajcarii - ani innych osobistych poematów - ale deklamowa³bym spokojnie opis walki na
stepie z trzeciego aktu Salusi albo te¿ Wernyhory dramê w pi¹tym... Wiêcej Ci powiem -
wystaw sobie ch³opaka bogatego z rodzin¹ ju¿ czytaæ umiej¹c¹ - za sto lat - w cichym  gdzieœ
domku pod Krakowem. Odpoczywa po wojnie - szczêœliwy - ogieñ pali siê w izbie, a przy
kalendarzu ju¿ i niektóre ksi¹¿ki znajduj¹ siê na stole.
Wystaw¿e go sobie, ¿e czyta Balladynê - ten utwór bawi go jak baœñ, a zarazem uczy jakiejœ
harmonii i dramatycznej formy, bierze Lillê - to samo"...

Ju¿ z tego fragmentu mo¿emy siê zorientowaæ jak widzia³ S³owacki  w³asn¹ dramaturgiê.
A dalej w liœcie do matki czytamy:

"Proœ Boga najwy¿szego w dzieñ i w nocy o poezjê dla ¿ywych ludzi. Kto pierwszy z
tak¹ poezj¹ przyjdzie, ja mu z wszystkich ksi¹¿ek moich postument zrobiê i sam siê po³o¿ê
pod nogami, aby sta³ wy¿ej i prawdê ogl¹da³ z wysoka"

W Pieœni Pi¹tej poematu Beniowski -  Juliusz S³owacki czuje siê w³adc¹ jêzyka i s³usznie
porównuje siê do Kochanowskiego:

"Chodzi mi o to, aby jêzyk giêtki
Powiedzia³ wszystko, co pomyœli g³owa;.

A czasem by³ jak piorun jasny, prêdki,
A czasem smutny jako pieœñ stepowa,

A czasem jako skarga Nimfy miêtki,
A czasem piêkny jak Anio³ów mowa...

Aby przelecia³ wszystko ducha skrzyd³em,
Strofa byæ winna taktem, nie wêdzid³em.

Z niej wszystko dobyæ, zamgliæ j¹ têsknot¹;
Potem z niej ³yskaæ b³yskawic¹ cich¹,

Potem w promieniach j¹ pokazaæ z³ot¹,
Potem nadêt¹ dawnych przodków pych¹,

Potem j¹ utkaæ Arachny robot¹,
Potem ulepiæ z b³ota jak pod strych¹

Gniazdo jaskó³cze, przybite do drzewa,
Co w sobie s³oñcu  wschodz¹cemu œpiewa...

I gdyby stary ów Jan Czarnoleski
Z mogi³y powsta³: on toby zrozumia³,
Myœl¹c, ¿e jakiœ poemat niebieski,
Który mu w grobie nad g³owami szumia³,
S³yszy, ubrany w dawny rym królewski,
Mow¹, któr¹ sam przed wiekami umia³.
Potemby, cicho m¿¹c, rozwa¿a³ w sobie,
¯e nie zapomnia³ mowy polskiej - w grobie

oprac. Andrzej Mirecki
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K¥CIK HISTORYCZNY

Ja³tañska Konferencja - 4 lutego 1945 roku, rozpoczê³a siê w Ja³cie na
Krymie, zwana tak¿e "Krymsk¹".  By³a to konferencja trzech przywódców
pañstw koalicji antyniemieckiej "Wielka Trójka".  Udzia³ wziêli szefowie
rz¹dów: USA - F.D. Roosevelt, Wielkiej Brytanii -  W. Churchill,  ZSRR - J.
Stalin.

Uzgodniono wspó³dzia³anie strategiczne w koñcowej fazie dzia³añ
wojennych przeciwko Niemcom, przyst¹pienie ZSRR do wojny przeciwko
Japonii, stosunek do Niemiec po kapitulacji oraz powojennej zasady organizacji
œwiata, co w konsekwencji prowadzi³o do podzia³u Europy.  Uchwalono
wspólne stanowisko w sprawie Polski, bez udzia³u polskiego rz¹du na
uchodŸstwie!

Churchill i Roosvelt zgodzili siê na uznanie linii Curzona za wschodni¹
granicê Polski, w wyniku czego prawie po³owa Polski zosta³a - mówi¹c
oglêdnie - zrabowana.  Ustalono, ¿e granica zachodnia Polski bêdzie nad Odr¹.
Zadecydowano równie¿, ¿e zostanie w Polsce utworzony rz¹d z udzia³em
komunistów.  Naród polski zda³ sobie sprawê, ¿e Polska pozostanie pod
wp³ywem ZSRR! 

W zwi¹zku z takimi ustaleniami rz¹d Rzeczypospolitej Polskiej na
emigracji, Polonia i Polskie Si³y Zbrojne zaprotestowa³y!

Bezskutecznie!
*****

6 lutego 1989 roku - rozpoczê³y siê obrady "Okr¹g³ego sto³u".  Pierwsze
plenarne posiedzenie otworzyli Czes³aw Kiszczak - minister spraw
wewnêtrznych i Lech Wa³êsa - przywódca NSZZ "Solidarnoœæ".

Uzgodniono powo³anie trzech komisji zajmuj¹cych siê problematyk¹:
reform politycznych, reform gospodarczych i pluralizmu zwi¹zkowego.

Wielu dzia³aczy opozycji po raz pierwszy od roku 1981 mog³o publicznie
wypowiedzieæ swoje pogl¹dy i broniæ w³asnych racji.

Obrady zakoñczone zosta³y uzgodnieniem programu zasadniczych zmian
ustroju politycznego (m.in. wybory parlamentarne z udzia³em opozycji),
systemu gospodarczego, s¹downictwa oraz trybu legalizacji NSZZ
"Solidarnoœæ".  To w konsekwencji doprowadzi³o do pokojowego przejêcia
w³adzy (po wygranych wyborach w kwietniu 1989 r.) przez dotychczasow¹
opozycjê.

A, "mury run¹!", œpiewa³ Kaczmarski i...runê³y! A, ¿e to dzia³o siê 20 lat
temu, a¿ siê wierzyæ nie chce... 

*****
14 lutego 1942 roku - z dotychczasowego Zwi¹zku Walki Zbrojnej ZWZ,

zosta³a utworzona Armia Krajowa.
ZWZ - by³a to konspiracyjna organizacja wojskowa dzia³aj¹ca w latach

1940 - 1942 na obszarze pañstwa polskiego w granicach 1939 r.  ZWZ by³
podleg³y Naczelnemu Wodzowi i rz¹dowi polskiemu na emigracji. 

Celem organizacji by³o wyzwolenie kraju spod okupacji hitlerowskiej i
sowieckiej oraz odbudowa pañstwa polskiego.   Zadaniem by³o: formowanie si³
w konspiracji i przygotowanie powstania powszechnego.  Odtwarzanie si³
zbrojnych. 

Komendantami g³ównymi byli: genera³ Kazimierz Sosnkowski pseudonim
"Godziêba", genera³ Stefan Rowecki pseudonim "Grot", "Grabica". 

ZWZ powsta³ z SZP (S³u¿ba Zwyciêstwu Polski), konspiracyjnej
organizacji wojskowej powo³anej we wrzeœniu 1939 r. w Warszawie w
przededniu kapitulacji.  Dowódc¹ zosta³ gen. M. Tokarzewski-Karaszewicz
pseud. "Torwid", zastêpc¹ i szefem sztabu mianowano pu³k. Stefana
Roweckiego pseud. "Grabica".

Przy komendzie g³ównej dzia³a³a G³ówna Rada Polityczna (dzia³acze PPS,
SL, SN) i komisarz cywilny M. Niedzia³kowski.

Kadrê SZP stanowili g³ównie zawodowi wojskowi; dzia³alnoœæ SZP
obejmowa³a województwa centralne : warszawskie, lubelskie, ³ódzkie, kieleckie,
krakowskie.

Rozkazem Naczelnego Wodza przekszta³cona w listopadzie 1939 w ZWZ,
a w 1942 w AK, która dzia³a przez ca³¹ okupacjê.  Gdy Naczelny Dowódca gen.
Stefan Rowecki zostaje aresztowany, dowództwo przejmuje genera³ Tadeusz
Komorowski pseudonim "Bór", "Lawina", który w latach 1940-1941 jest
komendantem obszaru Kraków-Œl¹sk, ZWZ. 

Od 1941 zastêpc¹ komendanta ZWZ - AK. 
W 1943 - 1944 dowódc¹ AK. 
Wyda³ rozkaz do Powstania Warszawskiego.  W 1944 mianowany przez

prezydenta RP Naczelnym Wodzem. 
Po Powstaniu Warszawskim w niemieckiej niewoli.  Po wojnie dzia³acz

polityczny na emigracji. 
Oprac. A.M

Wiadomoœci z Cleveland, Ohio
Zwi¹zek Polaków w Ameryce - Dywizja ZPRKA

IMPREZY W SZKOLE POLSKIEJ 
im. H. SIENKIEWICZA 

DYWIZJA- ZPRKA 

22 luty - OBIAD SZKOLNY. (Dochód na cele szko³y)

20 marca - POWITANIE WIOSNY - szkolna impreza.

1 maja - WYSTÊPY ARTYSTYCZNE SZKO£Y W ROCZNICÊ 3 MAJA.

3 maja -  PARADA W ŒWIETO KONSTYTUCJI

17 maja - UROCZYSTE ZAKOÑCZENIE ROKU SZKOLNEGO

Dyr. Szko³y Cecylia Dyczko
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KU PAMIÊCI
ZAMACH NA KUTSCHERÊ

W okupowanej przez Niemców Warszawie z ka¿dym rokiem narasta³ terror okupanta.
Kedyw Komendy G³ównej Armii Krajowej postanowi³ przeprowadziæ akcje zbrojne przeciwko
funkcjonariuszom hitlerowskim.  W pocz¹tku roku 1943 "scentralizowano" w Kedywie  akcje
likwidacyjne funkcjonariuszy niemieckich, szpiegów i konfidentów.  Przygotowano w tym celu
listê najokrutniejszych zbrodniarzy hitlerowskich, której nadano kryptonim doœæ makabryczny
"G³ówki".  Z tej listy kilka wyroków do wykonania otrzyma³ oddzia³ "Agat-Pegaz-Parasol".  W
ci¹gu roku swej konspiracyjnej dzia³alnoœci Oddzia³ wykona³ 12 du¿ych akcji zbrojnych.  Wœród
nich Akcja "Kutschera".

25 wrzeœnia 1943 r., zosta³ mianowany "dowódc¹ SS i Policji na dystrykt warszawski Franz
Kutschera.  Zaraz po jego przyjeŸdzie, 13 paŸdziernika rozpoczê³y siê w Warszawie ³apanki o
niespotykanym zasiêgu.  W ob³awach na ludnoœæ stolicy oprócz policji niemieckiej bra³o udzia³
wojsko, a nawet cz³onkowie Hitlerjugent. 

Z megafonów ulicznych (które zwykliœmy nazywaæ "szczekaczkami"), og³aszano przez
dowództwo SS i Policjê o publicznych egzekucjach wraz z imienn¹ list¹ zak³adników.  Salwy
niemieckich plutonów egzekucyjnych rozlega³y siê niemal w ka¿dej dzielnicy Warszawy, po
których rozlepiano na murach obwieszczenia z nazwiskami rozstrzelanych. 

"Rajski" (taki mia³ pseudonim oficer z Kedywu AK), zwróci³ uwagê, ¿e na plakacie widnieje
podpis dowódcy SS i Policji - Franz Kutschera.  Postanowi³ zebraæ bli¿sze informacje o dowódcy
S.  Pomaga³a mu pocz¹tkowo wywiadowczyni "Hanka", której pracê oceni³ bardzo pozytywnie.
Potem zosta³y przydzielone dwie ³¹czniczki II plutonu: "Dewajtis" i "Kama". 

Rozpoznanie polega³o na ustaleniu czasu, w którym Kutschera wyje¿d¿a do pracy, jakim
samochodem (numer samochodu, marka), nastêpnie rozpoznaæ i ustaliæ jaka ochrona jest
budynku w którym mieszka, a mieszka³ w domu przy  al. Ró¿ 2 (ulica prostopad³a do Alei
Ujazdowskich).

Wzi¹æ pod obserwacjê budynek przy Alejach Ujazdowskich 23, w którym mieœci³o siê
dowództwo SS i Policji na dystrykt warszawski.

Teren by³ bardzo niebezpieczny, naszpikowany agentami, ¿andarmeri¹, cywilnymi
przechodniami.

Wykonanie akcji powierzono ¿o³nierzom I plutonu, jednoczeœnie przewidziano udzia³
dziewcz¹t, które dokona³y rozpoznania.

Wprawdzie przebieg akcji jest znany z filmu "Zamach", i ró¿nych publikacji, warto jednak
przypomnieæ w rocznicê tych wydarzeñ, choæ w skrócie akcjê i jej fragmenty, w których
dzielnoœci¹ odznaczy³y siê dziewczêta - ¿o³nierze "Agata-Pegaza-Parasola" oraz bohaterscy
¿o³nierze AK.

1 lutego 1944 roku rano z lokalu przy ul. Mokotowskiej 59 ³¹czniczki pobra³y broñ dla
kierowców i uczestników akcji.

Przed godzin¹ 9 rano uczestnicy akcji zajêli stanowiska.
Jak widzia³a przebieg akcji "Dewajtis", uczestniczka tamtych wydarzeñ.  Oto jej relacja: (...)

"stawi³am siê na wyznaczonym stanowisku w Al. Ujazdowskich naprzeciw ul. Chopina.  Ranek
by³ pochmurny.  Na prawo przy ul. Piusa (obecnie ul. Piêkna, przyp. A.M), widzia³am drobn¹
sylwetkê "Lota", w pobli¿u niego krêc¹c¹ siê na przystanku tramwajowym "Hankê" w czarnym
palcie. (...)

Dla mnie najwa¿niejsza by³a "Kama", stoj¹ca na lewo w Al. Ujazdowskich naprzeciw al. Ró¿.
Od niej mia³am przekazaæ dalej sygna³.

Nagle "Kama"wywiesi³a na praw¹ rêkê jasn¹ pelerynê od deszczu.  By³ to znak, ¿e wóz
Kutschery zajecha³ przed dom.  Zbli¿y³am siê do skraju chodnika i wyjê³am z teczki bia³¹ torbê
kapelusznicz¹.  Dla samochodów by³ to znak ostrego pogotowia.

Lada moment bêdzie jecha³ Kutschera.  Nie spuszczam oka z "Kamy".  W pewnej chwili
"Kama" zesz³a na jezdniê przechodz¹c na drug¹ stronê ulicy:  Kutschera wsiada do wozu...(...)  W
porz¹dku - jedzie.  Goniê na drug¹ stronê ulicy, widz¹c jeszcze "Kamê", biegn¹c¹ w stronê ul.
Chopina.

Spojrza³am w prawo i stanê³am jak wryta.  Nasz wóz tarasuje drogê samochodowi
Kutschery,(...)  Do Kutschery strzela "Lot" w rozchylonym p³aszczu, drug¹ seriê wys³a³ "Juno" do
wartownika.  Wyci¹gaj¹ z samochodu martwego Kutschere i zabieraj¹ jego dokumenty.  Z
zagapienia wyrwa³ mnie krzyk "Kamy" - Ela, Ela!  Obróci³am siê i krzyknê³am: - Uciekaj! 

"Kama" sta³a bowiem na linii strza³u pistoletu Niemca celuj¹cego z  ul. Chopina w kierunku
Alei.  Wpad³yœmy obie do bramy (...)

Z Alei dobiega³a nas coraz ostrzejsza strzelanina..."Kama" bardzo zdenerwowana,
zachowywa³a siê niespokojnie, obawiaj¹c siê o los ch³opców i wynik akcji.  Przed bram¹
przejecha³y dwa nasze samochody, drugi by³ potrzaskany i zat³oczony.  Z pewnoœci¹ ranni -
przemknê³a mi myœl.  Jeszcze za nimi lecia³y od strony Alei serie strza³ów".

Dalsze dzieje bohaterskich ¿o³nierzy s¹ znane.  "Juno" wraz z kierowc¹ "Soko³em" odwieŸli
rannych do szpitala Przemienienia Pañskiego.  W drodze powrotnej, jad¹c przez most Kierbedzia
(obecnie Œl¹sko-D¹browski), zostali osaczeni przez Niemców.  Ostrzeliwali siê dzielnie.  Nie
mog¹c siê przebiæ przez zablokowany wyjazd, skoczyli z mostu i zginêli w nurtach Wis³y.

Wiadomoœci z Cleveland, Ohio
Zwi¹zek Polaków w Ameryce - Dywizja ZPRKA

Przebywaj¹cych w szpitalu dwóch ciê¿ko rannych nie
zdo³ano uratowaæ.  Walka lekarzy o ich ¿ycie zosta³a
przegrana. "Lot" zmar³ 4 lutego, "Cichy" w dwa dni póŸniej.

Wywiadowczynie "Agat-Pegaz-Parasol" ich pseudonimy,
imiona i nazwiska rodowe: "Hanka" (Anna Szarzyñska-
Rewska), "Dewajtis" (El¿bieta Dziêbowska), "Kama" (Maria
Stypu³kowska-Chojecka).

S³u¿ba wywiadowczyñ nie by³a lekka.  Wymaga³a du¿ej
inteligencji, spostrzegawczoœci, opanowania, ¿elaznych
nerwów, a tak¿e niezwyk³ej odwagi.  Wywiadowca
zachowaæ musia³ rzetelnoœæ, skrupulatnoœæ i specjalne œrodki
ostro¿noœci. Tak siê zachowywaæ, aby nie zwracaæ na siebie
uwagi otoczenia. 

Takimi cechami odznacza³y siê nasze dzielne
Wywiadowczynie, którym w rocznicê tamtych wydarzeñ
oddajmy nale¿n¹ Czeœæ! 

"¯o³nierzu - Bracie!  Rytm ¿o³nierski
Bagnetem run¹³ w piek³a toñ!
Twej S³awie salut daje mêski - 
Dzieci Warszawy wolna d³oñ".

oprac. Andrzej Mirecki

TORUÑ 
- MIEJSCE NARODZIN 

MIKO£AJA KOPERNIKA

Toruñskie Stare Miasto mia³o prawa miejskie od 1233
roku.  W 30 lat póŸniej - w zwi¹zku z rozwojem handlu na
terenach woko³o Zamku krzy¿ackiego - dobudowano Nowe
Miasto, w którym zamieszkali rzemieœlnicy.

Pod koniec XIV wieku Toruñ konkurowa³ w handlu z
Gdañskiem i Krakowem.  W 1454 roku wybuch³o w mieœcie
powstanie antykrzy¿ackie, a w 1466 roku Toruñ zosta³
przywrócony Polsce.

Przywileje jakie mu nada³ Kazimierz Jagielloñczyk (m.in
prawo mennicze), przyczyni³y siê do rozwoju sukiennictwa,
papiernictwa i rzemios³ artystycznych. 

19 lutego 1473 roku, w Toruniu urodzi³ siê Miko³aj
Kopernik.  

W XVIII wieku miasto poczê³o traciæ dotychczasow¹
œwietnoœæ, staj¹c siê m.in. terenem konfliktu miêdzy
katolikami i protestantami.  W 1724 r. dosz³o do krwawych
zajœæ miêdzy katolikami a protestantami, (tumult toruñski).
Na mocy wyroku œciêto burmistrza Torunia i 9 uczestników,
z wol¹ króla Augusta II. 

W okresie zaborów Toruniem w³adali Prusacy (tylko w
latach 1807-1815 nale¿a³ do Ksiêstwa Warszawskiego).

W 1918 roku odzyska³ niepodleg³oœæ, staj¹c siê stolic¹
województwa pomorskiego.

W czasach nam wspó³czesnych Toruñ to miasto, w
którym ¿yje oko³o 202 tysi¹ce mieszkañców, jest oœrodkiem
przemys³u chemicznego, (w³ókna poliestrowe, nawozy
fosforowe) elektrotechnicznego, spo¿ywczego, we³nianego,
maszynowego, metalowego.  Rozwiniêty przemys³
odzie¿owy, poligraficzny, ceramiki budowlanej.  W Toruniu
znajduje siê Wy¿sza Szko³a Oficerska, 2 teatry, muzea. 

Cenne zabytki w obrêbie Starego i Nowego Miasta;
Koœcio³y gotyckie (XIII-XVIII w.), mury obronne z basztami i
bramami (XIII-XV w.), pa³ace (XVII-XVIII w.), kamienice
(XIII-XIX w.), m.in. tzw. Dom Kopernika (XIV-XV w.),
spichlerze (XIV-XVII w.).

W okresie II wojny œwiatowej zginê³o ok. 4 tysi¹ce
mieszkañców, w Forcie VII mieœci³y siê hitlerowskie
wiêzienie policyjne, w latach 1940-1945 obóz jeniecki ró¿nych
narodowoœci, zginê³o 14 tysiêcy osób.
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Specjalne Wybory 5-tego Dystryktu Kongresowego 
Po raz pierwszy w Illinois: Wyborcy poza granicami kraju g³osuj¹

wysy³aj¹c kartê wyborcz¹ faksem 

CHICAGO -  Po raz pierwszy w wyborach stanu Illinois, wyborcy poza granicami kraju oraz
wojsko rozpoczeli g³osowanie za poœrednictwem faksu (fax). 

Przewodnicz¹cy Chicago Board of Election, Langdon D. Neal oœwiadczy³ i¿ urz¹d Komisji
Wyborczej wraz z Biurem Sekretarza Powiatu Cook (Cook County Clerk's Office) szukali
specjalnych ulg w zarz¹dzêniu wydanym przez s¹d federalny, który wyda³ ró¿ne terminy w
kalendarzu wyborczym do Specjalnych Prawyborów i Specjalnych Wyborów na urz¹d Kongresmana
Stanów Zjednoczonych 5-tego Dystryktu Kongresowego.

Specjalne wybory maj¹ miejsce poniewa¿ by³y Kongresman Rahm Emanuel zrezygnowa³ ze
stanowiska Kongresmana Stanów Zjednoczonych 5-tego Dystryktu po przyjêciu stanowiska Szefa
Personelu (Chief of Staff) w Bia³ym Domu.  Wiêkszoœæ okrêgów wyborczych  (486 z 578) w
Dystrykcie znajduje siê w pó³nocnej czêœci Chicago.

"Mo¿liwoœæ przyjmowania kart wyborczych za poœrednictwem faksu (fax) zabezpiecza karty
wyborcze otrzymane od wyborców poza granicami kraju, którzy w przeciwnym razie musz¹ polegaæ
na poczcie zagranicznej w celu dostarczenia kart wyborczych na czas," oœwiadczy³ Langdon D. Neal,
dodaj¹c "Czujemy siê pewnie wiedz¹c ¿e mo¿liwoœæ faksowania kart wyborczych jest bezpieczna
oraz mamy nadzieje ¿e przekona to prawodawców w Springfield na pozwolenie wojsku oraz
cywilom przebywaj¹cych poza granicami kraju na oddanie ich g³osów za poœrednictem faksu w
ka¿dych wyborach."

Illinois House Bill 5018 zezwoli³ by na tak¹ mo¿liwoœæ, oznajmi³ Langdon D. Neal.
Zgodnie z prawem federalnym, wojsko lub cywile, którzy tymczasowo lub na sta³e przebywaj¹

poza granicami kraju mog¹ siê zarejestrowaæ oraz z³o¿yæ wniosek o kartê wyborcz¹ poprzez
wype³nienie  Federalnej Karty Pocztowej "Federal Post Card Application" (FPCA) z ich adresem
juryzdykcji wyborczej w celu g³osowania "absentee". Prawo stanowe ustali póŸniej proces
rozpatrywania aplikacji oraz kart wyborczych.

Z raportu wydanego przez  National Association of Secretaries of State w 2008 roku, wynika
i¿ 20 stanów zezwala na faksowanie (fax) kart wyborczych "absentee" od wojska, dziewiêæ innych
stanów oraz Dystrykt Kolumbii  zezwala  na to w wyjatkowych okolicznoœciach. Pozosta³e 21
stanów, w tym stan Illinois, nie zezwalaj¹ na faksowanie kart wyborczych, lecz zarz¹dzenie wydane
przez s¹d federalny zmienia prawo Illinois do Specjalnych Prawyborów oraz Specjalnych Wyborów
5 Dystryktu Kongresowego.

Zarz¹d Komisji Wyborczej miasta Chicago (Chicago Board of Election) wyznaczy³
zabezpieczony pokój z maszyn¹ fax do otrzymywania kart wyborczych w celu upewnienia siê o ich
dyskrecji. Tak jak karty wyborcze "absentee" otrzymywane drog¹ pocztow¹, ka¿da karta wyborcza
otrzymana faksem musi posiadaæ podpisane potwierdzenie "certificate", które zgadza siê z
wype³nion¹ przez wyborcê Federaln¹ Kart¹ Pocztow¹ (FPCA) rejestracji i wniosku o kartê.

Langdon D. Neal oœwiadczy³ i¿ urzêdnicy wojska Stanów Zjednoczonych (U.S. military
officials) przeanalizowali mo¿liwoœæ odsy³ania kart wyborczych drog¹ elektroniczn¹ (email).
Rozwa¿aj¹c akceptowanie kart wyborczych przes³anych do wyborców, wojsko nie rekomenduje
odsy³ania zag³osowanych kart drog¹ elektroniczn¹. Przewodnicz¹cy Langdon D. Neal oznajmi³ i¿
zaniepokojenie o odsy³aniu kart wyborczych drog¹ elektroniczn¹ mog³o by udostêpniæ materia³y do
przejêcia w z³ym kierunku lub ogl¹dania przez osoby trzecie. 

W Specjlanych Prawyborach 3 marca, wojsko oraz cywile przybywaj¹cy poza granicami kraju
ze stanu Illinois 5-tego Dystryktu Kongresowego musz¹ z³o¿yæ wniosek o kartê wyborcz¹ za
poœrednictwem poczty elektronicznej, faksu lub drog¹ pocztow¹ przed lub w dniu 23 lutego. 

Wszystkie karty wyborcze "absentee" musz¹ zostaæ zwrócone z dat¹ stempla pocztowego lub z
dat¹ faksu przed lub w dniu 2 marca 2009.  Karty wyborcze przes³ane drog¹ pocztow¹ musz¹ zostaæ
zwrócone przed 9 marca 2009, w celu ich policzenia w Specjalnych Prawyborach 3 marca. 
Wyborcy miasta Chicago 5-tego Dystryktu Kongresowego mog¹ uzyskaæ wiêcej informacji
odnoœnie wszystkich mo¿liwoœci g³osowania na stronie internetowej  www.chicagoelections.com.
Wyborcy przedmieœæ powiatu Cook 5-tego Dystryktu mog¹ odwiedziæ stronê internetow¹
www.voterinfonet.com.  Przedstawiciele S³u¿b Wojskowych Stanów Zjedonczonych (U.S.
Uniformed Services) mog¹ rownie¿ skontaktowaæ siê z ich Oficerami z Pomocy Wyborcom (Voting
Assistance Officers) w celu zasi¹gniêcia informacji oraz pomocy. 

Wojsko oraz cywile przebywaj¹cy poza granicami kraju z wszystich stanów informacji odnoœnie
rejestracji lub g³osowania "absentee" mog¹ uzyskaæ kontaktujac siê z Federalnym Programem
Pomocy Wyborcom "Federal Voting Assistance Program" pod adresem strony internetowej
www.fvap.gov.

Grupa Kulturalna Doros³ych 
im. M. Konopnickiej zaprasza na

34. WIOSENNY 34. WIOSENNY 
POKAZ MODY I LUNCHPOKAZ MODY I LUNCH

w niedzielê, 8 marca 2009 r.
SABRE ROOM

8900 w. 95th St., Hickory Hills, IL
Wstêp - 12 w po³udnie
Lunch - 1 po po³udniu

Bilety $30.00 od osoby

Zaprezentowane zostan¹ kreacje 
z Kimberly Bond Boutiques

Dodatkowe informacje: Liz Dynowski lub Walter Dynowski, 
tel. (708) 532-1541

Dystrykt #8 ZPRKA zaprasza na doroczny lunch
“Serduszkowe Œwiêto”
w niedzielê, 22 lutego 2009 r.

wstêp - 12 w po³udnie                lunch - 1 po po³udniu
Candlelight Banquets

10625 S. Ridgeland Avenue, Chicago Ridge, IL  60415

Wstêp - $25.00 od osoby

W sprawie dodatkowych informacji prosimy siê kontaktowaæ 
z p. Krystyn¹ Lech, tel.: 708-361-5029

Mile widziane donacje na loteriê fantow¹

NA WIELKOPOSTNY STÓ£

Œledzie ze œmietan¹
4 filety œledziowe, 1/2 fili¿anki (cup) groszku z puszki, 2 jaja na twardo, 2 cebule,
kiszony ogórek, jab³ko, 4 ³y¿ki majonezu, 4 ³y¿ki œmietany 

Cebulê posiekaæ, sparzyæ, os¹czyæ.  Ogórek kiszony obraæ i drobno pokroiæ.
Jab³ko umyæ, obraæ, zetrzeæ.  Sk³adniki wymieszaæ, u³o¿yæ na filetach.  Na brzegu
ka¿dego po³o¿yæ po pó³ jajka i zwin¹æ w rulon.  Œledzie u³o¿yæ na talerzu z
groszkiem, polaæ majonezem wymieszanym ze œmietan¹.

Œledzie ze œliwkami
1 funt œledzi solonych, 1 funt cebuli, koncentrat pomidorowy, 10 œliwek suszonych,
ogórek kiszony, pieprz, sol, majeranek, mleko, olej. 

Œledzie wymoczyæ w mleku, pokroiæ w kawa³ki.  Cebulê pokroiæ w æwieræ
plasterki i udusiæ na du¿ej iloœci oleju.  Przyprawiæ pieprzem, sol¹ i odrobin¹
majeranku. Dodaæ pokrojone suszone œliwki i drobno pokrojonego kiszonego
ogórka.  Dusiæ do momentu a¿ cebula œciemnieje a ogórek i œliwki zmiêkn¹.  Dodaæ
koncentrat pomidorowy.  Dusiæ jeszcze przez chwilê.  Ca³oœæ prze³o¿yæ do s³oików
warstwami - cebula, œledzie, cebula i pozostawiæ do nastêpnego dnia. 

DZIEÑ TRADYCJI WIELKANOCNYCH
sponsorowany przez Komitet Edukacyjny 

Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko Katolickiego w Ameryce
984 N. Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, IL 1-773-782-2600

sobota, 28 marca 2009 r.
10:00 rano - 2:00 po po³udniu

$20.00 doroœli; $15.00 dzieci (7 do 15 lat)
Ca³y dochód przeznaczony zostanie na Fundusz Edukacyjny

Op³ata gwarantuje miejsce - liczba miejsc ograniczona
Zarezerwuj miejsce do 23 marca, 2009 r.

- Poznaj polskie tradycje wielkanocne

- Spróbuj tradycyjne polskie dania i dowiedz siê, 
jaka jest zwi¹zana z nimi symbolika 

- Poznaj tradycjê robienia ludowych ozdób wielkanocnych

W cenê biletu w³¹czone s¹: warsztaty, lekki lunch i napoje
konkurs z nagrodami “wybierz jajko”

Uczestnicy mog¹ zakupiæ polskie malowane drewniane jajka wielkanocne
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ZAPROSZENIE

18. Doroczny Bal 
w Stanie Michigan

na czeœæ absolwentów szkó³ tañca ZPRKA 
w Michigan

w sobotê, 7 marca 2009 r.
Crystal Gardens

16703 Fort St., Southgate, MI

Koktajle - godz. 6 wiecz.      
Obiad - godz. 7 wiecz.

Bilety - $50 doroœli; $45 - studenci do lat 20

Do tañca graæ bêdzie:
Duane Malinowski & Orchestra

Dodatkowe informacje i rezerwacje: 
Maria Jalkiewicz (586) 979-5164

Dystrykt 7 ZPRKA zaprasza 
na doroczny obiad

“CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE DINNER”
przygotowany przez Ray’a Harringtona

niedziela, 15 marca 2009 r.
sto³ówka ZPRKA

984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL.

Koktajle - 1 po po³.         Obiad - 2 po po³.
Wstêp - $25.00 od osoby

Rezerwacje musz¹ byæ dokonane do 9 marca 2009
u p. Lillian Stempiñski, 

7339 W. Lee St., Niles, IL 60714, tel. (847) 965-7378
Prosimy wystawiaæ czeki na: District #7 PRCUA

Walter Szarowicz, prezes Dystryktu #7

Zespó³ Pieœni i Tañca
ZAKOPANE ZPRKA

zaprasza na

Krêgle i Zbiórkê Funduszy
w pi¹tek, 20 lutego 2009 r.

Regal Lanes 
27663 Mound, Warren, MI 48092  

wstêp - 8:30 wieczorem rozgrywki - 9:30 wieczorem

W cenê $20.00 od osoby wliczone: 3 mecze, 
pizza i napoje gazowane, wypo¿yczenie obuwia,

niespodzianki

Prosimy o dokonanie rezerwacji do wtorku, 10 lutego 2009
na stronie: zakopanedancers@yahoo.com 

lub telefonicznie: (586) 795-8901 

Polska Szko³a Jêzyka
Polskiego i Tañca Ludowego

im. œw. Rafa³a
Kalinowskiego ZPRKA
Dystrykt #9 w Munster, IN

serdecznie zaprasza na

Jubileusz 40-lecia
sobota, 18 kwietnia 2009

sala bankietowa 
Ojców Karmelitów Bosych

1628 Ridge Rd., Munster, IN 46321

godzina koktajlowa 6:00 po po³
obiad 7:00 wieczorem

Bilety: doroœli $50.00, 
dzieci $15.00

Gra zespó³ “Avanti”

Prosimy o dokonanie rezerwacji do 28 marca 2009 dzwoni¹c pod numer
(219) 365-0294 lub (219) 942-7630

Po³udniowo-Zachodnie Centrum Polskich Tañców
ZPRKA 

serdecznie zaprasza na 

ZABAWÊ
w sobotê, 21 lutego, 2009 r.

Candle Light Banquets
10625 S. Ridgeland, Chicago Ridge, IL 

Do tañca graæ bêdzie zespó³ “Romeo”
Pocz¹tek - 18:30

Bilety - $60.00 od osoby
otwarty bar & loteria

Ca³kowity dochód z zabawy 
przeznacozny jest na wyjazd tancerzy 

na Miêdzynarodowy Festiwal Zespo³ów Polonijnych
Iwonicz-Zdrój 2009

Zespó³y Pieœni i Tañca “Polonia” i “Ma³a Polonia” 
oraz Przedszkole Artystyczne “Krasnoludki” ZPRKA

serdecznie zapraszaj¹ wszystkie polonijne dzieci na

8. WIELKI  K8. WIELKI  KOSTIUMOWYOSTIUMOWY
BALBAL KARNAKARNAWWA£OWYA£OWY

w niedzielê, 22 lutego 2009 r.
o godz. 2 po po³udniu

w sali MacManus
przy parafii œw. Ferdynanda, 3131 N. Mason, Chicago, IL

W programie:
gry i zabawy wybór najciekawszego kostiumu
loteria fantowa wiele niespodzianek
znakomita zabawa dla dzieci i doros³ych!

Bilety w cenie: $10.00 mo¿na nabyæ w biurze
parafialnym oraz tu¿ przed balem 
Dodatkowe informacje i rezerwacje: 

Anna Krysiñska 847-529-2555
Ca³kowity dochód z balu przeznaczony jest 

na dalsz¹ dzia³alnoœæ zespo³ów 
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Patrz¹c przez okienko...

Anna Soko³owska, wiceprezeska

Drodzy Czytelnicy,
Rozpocz¹³ siê kolejny zimowy miesi¹c - luty.  Najczêœciej mroŸny i œnie¿ny, ale

zd³u¿szymi dniami i nadchodz¹cymi zwiastunami wiosny.  W tym miesi¹cu
obchodzimy jedno z najstarszych i wyj¹tkowo malowniczych koœcielnych œwi¹t Matki
Boskiej Gromnicznej.  W tradycji ludowej Matka Boska Gromniczna, obchodzona  jest
2 lutego.  Symbolem tego dnia jest poœwiêcona gromnica (du¿a woskowa œwieca), która
œwieci zab³¹kanym w drodze, chroni ludzi przed z³em i nieszczêœciem.  Od
najdawniejszych czasów zapalano j¹ w szczególnie wa¿nych i trudnych momentach.  Ja
jeszcze pamiêtam jak w czasie wielkiej burzy stawiano j¹ w oknie, aby chroni³a dom
przed uderzeniem pioruna - gromu, st¹d te¿ pochodzi jej nazwa. 

14 lutego obchodzimy dzieñ œw. Walentego, który jest patronem wszystkich
zakochanych.  To œwiêto mi³oœci, wyra¿enia uczuæ, czerwono-ró¿owych
serduczkowych dekoracji, obdarowanie siê drobnymi prezentami, mi³ymi ¿yczeniami,
wype³nione radoœci¹.  W dniu œwiêtego Walentego wszystkim naszym czytelnikom
¿yczymy du¿o mi³oœci i szczêœcia na codzieñ i od œwiêta.  Kochajmy siê nie tylko w
tym jednym dniu, ale w ca³ym roku i okazujmy sobie mi³oœæ, przyjaŸñ i ¿yczliwoœæ.

Miesi¹c luty to tak¿e koniec karnawa³u, t³usty czwartek oraz p¹czkowe szaleñstwo,
po którym nastêpuje Œroda Popielcowa i wkraczymy w kolejny okres Wielkiego Postu. 

Ju¿ ponad miesi¹c min¹³ od rozpoczêcia nowego roku i jak zawsze mamy nadzieje,
¿e ten bêdzie lepszy ni¿ poprzedni, czego Wszystkim naszym Czytelnikom ¿yczê z
ca³ego serca.  Moje ostatnie miesi¹ce zesz³ego roku to okres bardzo intensywnej pracy,
a przy tym ci¹g³e przeziêbienie, które wlok³o siê tygodniami.  Nie mog³am doczekaæ siê
urlopu, który ju¿ od miesiêcy mia³am zaplanowany.  Zaraz po Nowym Roku razem z
mê¿em, córk¹ i ziêciem udaliœmy siê na rejs na Karaiby.  Rejsy statkami to niezwykle
wygodny sposób podró¿owania.  Statki to komfortowe p³ywaj¹ce hotele, które
udostêpniaj¹ goœciom ró¿nego typu atrakcje, zaspokajaj¹c w ten sposób wszelkie
pragnienia i potrzeby podró¿nych.  Obs³uga zawsze uœmiechniêta i ¿yczliwa.  W tym
roku mieliœmy idealn¹ pogodê, spokojne b³êkitne morze, odpoczywaj¹c przy basenie
ws³uchiwaliœmy siê w szum fal.  Wieczorami na  tarasie widokowym, lub na balkonie
naszego pokoju podziwialiœmy bajeczne kolory zachodz¹cego s³oñca.  Mieliœmy czas
aby pos³uchaæ koncertu, delektowaæ siê s³oñcem, pysznym jedzeniem, barwn¹ kultur¹
zwiedzanych przepiêknych wysp, niezapomnianych krajobrazów.  Mieliœmy mo¿liwoœæ
poznaæ ciekawych i mi³ych ludzi, prawie z ka¿dego zak¹tka œwiata.  W tej
niepowtarzalnej atmosferze, pe³nej uroku i atrakcji, odnaleŸliœmy spokój i relaks, ale
niestety tak ju¿ jest, ¿e wszystko co dobre szybko siê koñczy.  Wróciliœmy do
rzeczywistoœci z przeszkodami i opóŸnieniem powrotnego samolotu z powodu burzy
œnie¿nej,  która nas przywita³a w Chicago. 

Po powrocie wróci³am
do intensywnej pracy.

W pi¹tek, 16 stycznia
odby³o siê spotkanie czterech
wiceprezesów polskich
organizacji braterskich -
Sharon Zago ze Zwi¹zku
Polek w Ameryce, Paul
Odrobina ze  Zwi¹zku
Narodowego Polskiego,
Robert Gorny z Polskiego
Sokolstwo oraz Anna
Soko³owski ze Zjednoczenia
Polskiego Rzymsko
Katolickiego w Ameryce.
Celem naszych spotkañ jest

mo¿liwoœæ wymiany doœwiadczeñ, efektywniejszej wspó³pracy naszych organizacji.
Tak jak w poprzednich latach, pragniemy zorganizowaæ w tym roku "Dzieñ

Polsko-Amerykañski" w weso³ym miasteczku - Six Flags-Great America, mecz palanta
na sportowej arenie - White Sox, spêdziæ noc z dinozaurami w Field Muzeum (Dozin
w' the Dino) - co muszê dodaæ, by³o niezwykle popularnym wieczorem, oraz zobaczyæ
mecz hokejowy dru¿yny Chicago Wolves.  Pragniemy dodaæ wieczór koszykówki z
Chicago Bulls oraz  w 2010 roku zorganizowaæ wspólny mecz krêglarski (bowling)
oraz wspóln¹ wycieczkê rejsem w czasie zimowej pory.  W czasie spotkania mieliœmy
owocne dyskusje i prezentowaliœmy nowe pomys³y, wymieniliœmy swoje zdania,
pogl¹dy i dzieliliœmy siê swoj¹ wizj¹ dzia³ania.  Nasze organizacje pragn¹ razem
wspó³pracowaæ.  Dotychczas ta wspó³praca uk³ada siê owocnie dziêki naszym
cz³onkom, za co serdecznie dziêkujemy.  O Dniach Polsko-Amerykañskich naszych
organizacji, bêdziemy na bie¿¹co informowaæ na ³amach naszej gazetki.

W sobotê, 17 stycznia odwiedzi³am Polsk¹ Szko³ê im. Jana Paw³a II w Lemont,
gdzie spotka³am siê z dyrektork¹ szko³y oraz Komitetem Rodzicielskim.
Rozmawialiœmy o problemach i sukcesach szko³y oraz o naszej organizacji.

Wieczorem tego samego dnia odby³a siê doroczna Zimowa Zabawa zespo³u pieœni

i tañca "Weso³y Lud" pod utalentowanym kierownictwem Misi i Ryszarda Jamiñskich.
Gwiazdami wieczoru byli tancerze, którzy tañcz¹ w zespole przez ostatnie 5 lat - Renee
Bober, Pieter Hiero, Derrick Remiarz oraz Mateusz Prusak. 

W tej piêknie przystrojonej sali, wype³nionej pod brzegi - 492 goœci - przy muzyce
zespo³u "Romeo", zjedliœmy bardzo smaczn¹ i obfit¹ kolacjê.  Po obiedzie odby³ siê
koncert zespo³u "Weso³y Lud".  W programie zespo³u znalaz³y siê suity z Lubuska,
Œl¹ska, £owicza, Nowego S¹cza.  Duet kujawiaka wykonany przez Renee Bober i
Marka Kroplewskiego, duet mazura wykonany przez Kingê Guziak i Mateusza Prusak,
góralski kwartet wykonali: Peter Hiero, Derrick Remiasz, Renee Bober i Mateusz
Prusak.

"Weso³y Lud"  jest jednym z niewielu zespo³ów,  który  potrafi w ci¹gu godzinnego
wystêpu zareprezentowæ zapieraj¹cy dech w piersiach koncert,  który prezentuje polsk¹
dumê poprzez kalejdoskop piêknych uk³adow tanecznych, œpiewu, barwnych ludowych

s t r o j ó w ,
entuzjazmu i
d y n a m i c z n e g o
p r o g r a m u .
W s z y s c y
z g r o m a d z e n i
b y l i œ m y
o c z a r o w a n i
dynamik¹ i
w d z i ê k i e m
m³odych tancerzy i
wynagrodziliœmy
ich owacjami na
stoj¹co.  Gwiazdy
wieczoru tzn:

Renee Bober, Peter Hiero,
Derrick Remiarz oraz Mateusz
Prusak zosta³y obdarzone
wi¹zankami kwiatów,
piami¹tkami specjalnie
wygrawerowanych dyplomów
oraz podziêkowañ, za ich
wk³ad jako tancerze
"Weso³ego Ludu".  Po
koncercie i pami¹tkowych
zdjêciach, rozpoczê³a siê
zabawa, gdzie we wspania³ej
atmosferze i mi³ym nastroju
goœcie bawili siê do póŸnych

godzin nocnych.  Dopisali goœcie,
wspania³a i radosna atmosfera, a
uczestnicy bardzo zadowoleni,
tote¿ pozostaje tylko ¿yczyæ, aby
ten sukces powtórzy³ siê za rok.
W niedzielê, 18 stycznia odby³o

siê doroczne spotkanie
op³atkowie w Jezuickim Oœrodku
Milenijnym w Chicago - Zwi¹zku
Nauczycieli Polskich w Ameryce.
Spotkanie op³atkowe rozpoczêto
powitaniem ciep³ymi s³owami
nowo wybranej prezeski ZNP -

pani Ewy Koch, a zarazem
dyrektorki Polskiej Szko³y im.
Stefana Wyszyñskiego przy
parafii œw. Jacka.  W radosnych

s³owach powitania, p. Ewa Koch
przedstawi³a nowowybrany zarz¹d
ZNP oraz serdecznie podziêkowa³a
poprzedniemu zarz¹dowi z by³¹
prezesk¹ p. Helen¹ Zió³kowsk¹ na
czele, za ich oddan¹ pracê i
zaanga¿owanie.  Odchodz¹cy zarz¹d
tak¿e otrzyma³ bukety kwiatów i
moc gor¹cych oklasków.  Nastêpnie
p.  Ewa Koch przedstawi³a
zaproszonych goœci, których
poprosi³a o kilka s³ów.  Wyst¹pili
konsul RP - Mariusz Gbiorczyk,
prezes Polskiego Kongresu w

Ameryce i Zwi¹zku Narodowego Polskiego - Franciszek Spula, oraz ja  wiceprezeska
Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko Katolickiego w Ameryce.  W swoich ¿yczeniach
jednog³oœnie pogratulowaliœmy nowemu zarz¹dowi.  Podziêkowaliœmy nauczycielom
za ich poœwiêcenie, za trudn¹ i nieraz niedocenian¹ pracê, za  pielêgnowanie polskich
tradycji, jêzyka i przybli¿anie naszym dzieciom Ojczyzny ich rodziców i dziadków.

Spotkanie wiceprezesów 4 polskich organizacji: (l-
p) Paul Odrobina - ZNP, Sharon Zago - Zw. Polek 
w Ameryce, Anna Soko³owski - ZPRKA, Robert

Górny - Polskie Sokolstwo.

Zimowa Zabawa - “Weso³y Lud” przedstawi³ program
artystyczny.

Zimowa Zabawa - rozbawiona m³odzie¿.

Zimowa Zabawa - “Gwiazdy wieczoru” (l-p):
Mateusz Prusak, Peter Hero, Renee Bober,

Derrick Remiarz.

Zimowa Zabawa - (I-p) dyr. El¿bieta Grabowska -
Dyst. #9 ZPRKA, James Rustik - Dystr. #8 ZPRKA,
wice prezeksa  Anna Soko³owski, Krystyna Lech -

Dystr. #8 ZPRKA.
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¯yczyliœmy te¿ Dosiego Roku, a
przedewszystkim zdrowia, ³ami¹c
siê op³atkiem sk³adaliœmy sobie
nawzajem serdeczne ¿yczenia.

Po z³o¿eniu ¿yczeñ
zgromadziliœmy siê przy stole
zastawionym ró¿nymi
œwi¹tecznymi przysmakami.  Na
zakoñczenie wyst¹pi³ dzieciêcy
zespó³ "Emaus" pod
kierownictwem siostry
Aleksandry, dzia³aj¹cy przy
Bazylijce œw. Jacka z wi¹zank¹

polskich kolêd i
pastora³ek.  Do
œpiewu do³¹czyli
siê tak¿e wszyscy
zgroamdzeni na
sali.  W
podziêkowaniu
za tak nastrojowy
i piêkny œpiew
z e s p o ³ u ,
c z ³ o n k o w i e
z e s p o ³ u
o t r z y m a l i

upominki.  W takim
œwi¹tecznym duchu, z
podziêkowaniem za
goœcinnoœæ, piêkny
œpiew, za atmosferê, za przystrojenie sali i za
przygotowanie smacznego poczêstunku udaliœmy
siê do naszych domów.

¯YCZENIA
Wszystkim, którzy obchodz¹ swoje Imieniny,

Urodziny czy tez Jubilusze, przesy³amy
najserdeczniejsze ¿yczenia.  Specjalne ¿yczenia
Imieninowe przesy³amy Eleonorze Bielenda -
wszystkiego najlepszego!

KONDOLENCJE
Wyrazy szczerego i g³êbokiego wspó³czucia

sk³adamy ca³ej rodzinie Tukindorf, Presz i Skowyra z powodu œmierci Marty Tukindorf, ukochanej
matki, siostry i babci.
Wieczny odpoczynek racz Jej daæ Panie, a ca³ej rodzinie Marty Tukindorf ukojenie w bólu.  Pokój

Jej duszy i niech spoczywa w pokoju.  
Czekam na Wasze uwagi, sugestie, nowinki.  Piszcie na adres 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago,

IL 60642 lub telefonujcie 1-800-772-8632. Moj adres e-mail: fraternal.department@prcua.org.  Do
nastêpnego spotkania na ³amach tej gazetki.

Op³atek Zwi¹zku Nauczycieli Polskich w Ameryce.

Op³atek Zwi¹zku Nauczycieli Polskich - zespó³
Emaus.

Odchodz¹ca prezeska
Zw. Nauczycieli 

Helena Zió³kowska.

Op³atek Zwi¹zku Nauczycieli Polskich - (l-p):
skarbnik ZNPMarian Grabowski, prezeska
Zw. Nauczycieli Polskich w Ameryce Ewa

Koch, prezez ZNP i KPA Frank Spula, konsul
Mariusz Gbiorczyk, Anna Soko³owski
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ŒRODA POPIELCOWA

Dobiega koñca karnawa³, jego ostatnie dni zwane by³y w dawnej Polsce ostatkami lub
miêsopustem.  W ostatki urz¹dza siê ostatnie huczne zabawy przed nadchodz¹cym okresem
wstrzemiêŸliwoœci.  

Karnawa³ koñczy definitywnie Œroda Popielcowa (Wstêpna Œroda), która jest pierwszym dniem
Wielkiego Postu i oczekiwania na Wielkanoc.   Jest to dzieñ pokuty przypadaj¹cy 40 dni (nie licz¹c
niedziel, które s¹ pami¹tk¹ Zmartwychwstania Jezusa Chrystusa) przed Wielkanoc¹.  Wed³ug obrzêdów
katolickich tego dnia kap³an czyni popio³em znak krzy¿a na g³owie wiernego, mówi¹c jednoczeœnie:
“Prochem jesteœ i w proch siê obrócisz” lub “Nawracajcie siê i wierzcie w Ewangeliê”, co ma
przypomnieæ cz³owiekowi o kruchoœci jego ¿ycia i nieuchronnej œmierci.

Popió³ jest tak¿e znakiem pokuty za grzechy.  W Koœciele pierwszych wieków biskup naznacza³ w
ten sposób jedynie tych, którzy czynili publiczn¹ pokutê za bardzo ciê¿kie grzechy i a¿ do Wielkiego
Czwartku byli wy³¹czeni ze wspólnoty Koœcio³a.  

Tradycja posypywania g³ów popio³em na znak pokuty pojawi³a siê w VIII wieku.  W XI wieku
papie¿ Urban II uczyni³ go obowi¹zuj¹cym zwyczajem w ca³ym Koœciele.  Wówczas postanowiono, ¿e
popió³ bêdzie pochodzi³ z palm poœwiêconych w Niedzielê Palmow¹ z ubieg³ego roku.  W Œrodê
Popielcow¹ obowi¹zuje post œcis³y - od 14 roku ¿ycia nie spo¿ywa siê pokarmów miêsnych, od 18 roku
¿ycia do 60 - ogranicza siê iloœæ posi³ków do trzech: jednego sytego oraz dwóch skromnych.  W dzieñ
ten nie obowi¹zuje dyspensa.

Tak pisa³ o Wstêpnej Œrodzie Jêdrzej Kitowicz (1727-1804): 
W ten dzieñ w koœcio³ach dawano ludowi popielec, to jest przyklêkaj¹cym przed wielkim o³tarzem

lub przed innym pobocznym po odprawionej mszy œwiêtej ksi¹dz posypowa³ g³owy popio³em z palmy
w Kwietn¹ Niedzielê œwiêconej (nie z trupich koœci, jak rozumie prostactwo) upalonym, przypominaj¹c
ludowi tym sposobem, ¿e kiedyœ w proch siê obróci, zatem ¿eby siê do marnoœci œwiatowych, a tym
bardziej do rozpusty nie przywi¹zywa³, ale owszem za zbytki i swawole miêsopustne mia³ siê przy
poœcie œwiêtym do pokuty. Na ten popielec zje¿d¿ali siê i schodzili do koœcio³ów wszyscy katolickiego
wyznania, panowie nawet najwiêksi nigdy go nie opuszczali. Ale ¿e nie wszyscy byli sposobni w Stêpn¹
Œrodê do przyjêcia tego obrz¹dku, przeto dawano go drugi raz po koœcio³ach, mianowicie po wsiach, w
pierwsz¹ niedzielê postu.  Taka zaœ by³a jeszcze pobo¿noœæ Polaków pod panowaniem Augusta III w
latach pocz¹tkowych, ¿e nawet chorzy, nie mog¹cy dla s³aboœci przyj¹æ popielcu w koœciele, prosili o
niego, aby im by³ dany w ³ó¿ku.

Stypendia z okazji Dnia Pu³askiego 
od Jewel-Osco przy wspó³pracy 

z Funduszem Edukacyjnym Zjednoczenia
Polskiego Rzymsko Katolickiego w Ameryce

Fundusz Edukacyjny Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko Katolickiego w Ameryce z
radoœci¹ zawiadamia o swojej nowej wspó³pracy z Jewel Osco. Jewel Osco, sponsor
corocznych stypendiów z okazji Dnia Pu³askiego, wybra³ Fundusz Edukacyjny Zjednoczenia
do wspó³pracy przy ocenie aplikacji stypendialnych. Stypendia zostan¹ zaprezentowane w
czasie oficjalnych stanowych obchodów Dnia Pu³askiego, które bêd¹ mia³y miejsce w Sali
G³ównej Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce. Komitet Funduszu Edukacyjnego ZPRKA wybierze
5 zwyciêzców konkursu, z których ka¿dy otrzyma stypendium w wysokoœci $1,000 z
przeznaczeniem na rok akademicki 2009-2010. Zachêcamy uczniów ostatniej klasy liceum
oraz studentów studiów dziennych szkó³ wy¿szych do sk³adania aplikacji. Termin sk³adania
podañ up³ywa 23 lutego 2009.

Aby wzi¹æ udzia³ w konkursie, nale¿y napisaæ jednostronnicowy esej nieprzekraczaj¹cy
500 s³ów na jeden lub wszystkie z nastepuj¹cych tematów: 20-lecie upadku komunizmu w
Polsce, 10-lecie wejœcia Polski do NATO lub/i 5-lecie wejœcia Polski do Unii Europejskiej.
Nale¿y za³¹czyæ równie¿ jednostronnicowy tekst przedstawiaj¹cy cele naukowe i zawodowe,
przyk³ady zaanga¿owania spo³ecznego, zainteresowania, zajêcia dodatkowe oraz wybitne
osi¹gniêcia uczestnika konkursu. Prace, napisane po polsku lub angielsku pismem
maszynowym o podwójnym odstêpie, zaopatrzone w imiê, nazwisko, adres internetowy,
numer telefonu i adres szko³y lub uczelni autora nale¿y nades³aæ do dnia 23 lutego br. na adres
internetowy 

Pulaski-Day-Scholarship@prcua.org lub na numer faksu 773-278-4595.
Warunkiem przyst¹pienia do konkursu jest gwarancja obecnoœci uczestnika konkursu na

oficjalnym rozdaniu stypendiów podczas uroczystych obchodów Dnia Pu³askiego w Muzeum
Polskim w Ameryce w dniu 2 marca br., pocz¹tek o godzinie 10 rano.

W minionych latach goœæmi honorowymi uroczystoœci w Muzeum Polskim w Ameryce
byli m.in. senator Barack Obama, zastêpca gubernatora Illinois Patrick Quinn oraz burmistrz
Chicago Richard Daley. Po zakoñczeniu czêœci oficjalnej obchodów nast¹pi wrêczenie
ufundowanych przez Jewel-Osco czeków, czêœæ artystyczna i poczêstunek. Udzia³ w
spotkaniu jest bezp³atny, dostêpne s¹ równie¿ bezp³atne miejsca parkingowe.

Dzieñ Pu³askiego – “Pulaski Day” – jest obchodzony w stanie Illinois w pierwszy
poniedzia³ek marca dla uczczenia pamiêci genera³a Kazimierza Pulaskiego, bohatera dwóch
narodów.

Aplikacje prosimy nadsy³aæ pod adres:
Jewel Osco Pulaski Day Scholarship

PRCUA Education Fund
984 N. Milwaukee Ave

Chicago, IL 60642-4101

Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce
984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL

zaprasza ca³¹ Poloniê na

UROCZYTE OBCHODY

DNIA PU£ASKIEGO
poniedzia³ek, 2 marca 2009.

o godz. 10 rano
w sali g³ównej Muzeum

W uroczystoœci wezm¹ udzia³ przedstawiciele instytucji
stanowych i miejskich, politycy, dzia³acze polonijni.  

Jak co roku zostanie równie¿ z³o¿ony wieniec pod obrazem
Stefana Batowskiego “Bitwa pod Savannah” oraz

zaprezentowany zostanie krótki program artystyczny.

Losowanie zwyciêzców w konkursie naboru cz³onków.

Losowanie zwyciêzców 
w dorocznym konkursie

naboru cz³onków
Chicago, IL - We œrodê, 28 lutego, w sali konferencyjnej biura g³ównego

ZPRKA odby³o siê losowanie zwyciêzców (Towarzystw), w organizowanym
co roku konkursie naboru cz³onków.  W losowaniu udzia³ wziêli cz³onkowie
zarz¹du: prezes Wallace Ozog, wiceprezeska Anna Soko³owski i sekretarz-
skarbnik Joyce Szarowicz oraz kilku pracowników biura g³ównego (Kasia
Budzyñ, Jennifer Crissey, Judy Hoffman, Agnieszka Migiel, Diane Saczyñski,
Anna Trush, Anna Wolan).  

W tym roku do losowania zakwalifikowanych zosta³o 31 zg³oszeñ, które
Towarzystwa otrzyma³y za nades³ane i zatwierdzone w okresie od 16 grudnia
2007 r. do 16 grudnia 2008 r. aplikacje cz³onkowskie.

Towarzystwa otrzymuj¹ $10 za ka¿dy wystawiony przez biuro g³ówne
ZPRKA certyfikat ubezpieczeniowy, otrzymany od deputowanego.  Ponadto,
za ka¿de 5 wystawionych certyfikatów otrzymanych od deputowanego,
Towarzystwu przyznawane jest jedno zg³oszenie do konkursu.
Kwalifikowane s¹ zarówno certyfikaty ubezpieczeniowe dla doros³ych oraz
dla nieletnich, tylko nowe aplikacje brane s¹ pod uwagê.  

Zwyciêzcami nagród zostali: $2000 - Tow. #162 (Wyandotte, MI), $1500
- Tow. #261 (Harper Woods, MI), $1000 - Tow. #1622 (Palos Hills, IL), $600
- Tow. #718 Dearbonr, MI, $500 - Tow. #1624 (Glenview, IL); nagrody w
wysokoœci $200 wylosowa³y Towarzystwa: #1634 (Toledo, OH), #1624
(Glenview, IL), #718 (Darborn, MI), #1413 (Dearborn, MI), #1618 (Glenview,
IL), #1624 (Glenview, IL), #162 (Wyandotte, MI), #718 (Dearborn, MI),
#1626.

Od 1999 r. ZPRKA nagrodzi³o Towarzystwa ogóln¹ sum¹ ponad 127
tysiêcy dolarów za promocjê nowego cz³onkowstwa.  

Nastêpne losownie odbêdzie siê w sierpniu 2010 roku.  W losowaniu tym
wezm¹ udzia³ zg³oszenia, które bêd¹ przyznane Towarzystwom za nades³ane i
zatwierdzone aplikacje, które nap³yn¹ na Konkurs Przedsejmowy.  Wiêcej
informacji na temat konkursu uka¿e siê w przysz³oœci w “Narodzie Polskim”.


