
Each year, the PRCUA is
pleased to pay tribute to its
top annuity producers. This
year there are some new faces
among the top five PRCUA
annuity producers being
recognized in the Narod Polski
newspaper. 

The “star” producer in
the #1 position is Dennis
Drake, CBC, CFC, Elite IRA
Advisor from Wilmington,
DE. He sold an amazing 53
annuities during the year
2009. He has been in the
insurance business since
1989. Dennis and his wife,
Kathy, have a 16-year-old
daughter, Rachel. Dennis is
the president of Mid-Atlantic
Direct, home of The IRA
Guys. His practice special-
izes in the protection and
growth of his clients’
retirement assets. Dennis has
been on the board of the

National Association of
Insurance & Financial Advisors
since 1993 and has published
numerous articles for consumer
and trade magazines.  He
credits most of his success to his
team, which consists of his wife
Kathy and fellow agent Daniel
Reisinger, CLU, ChFC. “I
absolutely could not do it
without them,” claims Dennis.
Congratulations are extended
from the PRCUA to Dennis!

In the #2 position is Mark S.
“Mike” Tomich, a financial
strategist with  over 30 years of
experience in money manage-
ment and (Cont. on page 3)
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Top Agent Annuity Producers
January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009

Production above $50,000 Premium Deposits

Total Annuities District Name
53 34 Drake, Dennis
35 34 Tomich, Mark 
31 37 Guilliatt, Michael
29 34 Watzlavick, Susan
20 29 Whitsett, Mark
17 34 Ralston, Richard
16 30 Watkins, Steven
16 99 Bielenda, Robert
15 98 Quinn, Sharon
14 22 Muszalski, Edward
14 98 Saczynski, Diane
12 22 Frankowicz, Barbara
12 37 Harrington Financial, Inc.
12 12 Gibala, Teresa
11 34 Weller, Ronnie
11 34 Riha, Richard
10 1 Seranko, William P 
9 98 Migiel, Agnes
9 37 Guilliatt, Mark
8 25 Dardzinski, Mark
7 34 Wray, Kevin
6 34 McIntire, Dennis
6 34 McLane, Lonnie
6 34 Ruegsegger, Howard
6 34 Driscoll, Gary
6 98 Crissey, Michael
5 34 Rawlings Sr., Patrick
5 6 Carlini, Michael
4 1 Gill, Kenneth
3 35 Brown, Timothy
3 99 Migiel, Agnes
3 34 Hartrich, Bruce
3 25 Szymczyk, Julius
2 6 Smith, Veronica
2 21 Miller, Neal
2 34 Racine, Wayne
1 36 Pidanich, Donald J
1 40 Cuevas, Michael

Dennis Drake Mark S. “Mike” Tomich Michael Guilliatt

Susan Watzlavick Mark Whitsett



6 MUNSTER, IN - ST. RAPHAEL KALINOWSKI SCHOOL DINNER DANCE - ZABAWA on Feb. 6 
at Carmelite Banquet Hall, 1628 Ridge Rd, Munster, IN; music by DJ MARCIN; entry 6 pm 
Dinner 6:30 pm; Tickets $35; $17.50 for 12 & under. Contact: Elizabeth (219) 365-0294

8 CHICAGO, IL - DISTRICT #7 MEETING on Mon., Feb. 8 at 7:30 pm at PRCUA Social Hall, 
984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL. Contact: Jenny Crissey 773-782-2600 ex.t 2605

11 LANSING, MI - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 MEETING on Thurs., Feb. 11 at Federated 
Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope Rd., Lansing, MI. Pot luck dinner at 6 pm; meeting 
follows at 7 pm. Contact: Tom Croff (517) 627-0222

12 WARREN, MI - ZAKOPANE POLISH FOLK DANCE ENSEMBLE BOWLING FUNDRAISER on 
Fri., Feb. 12, check-in at 8:30 pm at Regal Lanes, 27663 Mound Rd., Warren, MI. $20 per
person includes bowling, pizza, pop, shoes and 1st and 2nd game mystery. RSVP by 
Feb. 2 by contacting Tommy at (586) 795-8901 or email: zakopanedancers@yahoo.com

13 DEARBORN HTS., MI - ST STAN’S SOC. #718 ONE GAME BOWLING KNOCK-OUT on Sat., 
Feb. 13 at 11:15 am at Cherry Hill Lanes, Dearborn Heights, MI. DInner at 4:30 pm at 
PLAV #16 Hall, 25222 W. Warren Ave. Contact: Jerry Nasiatka (734) 462-9417

16 JOHNSTOWN, PA - ST. CASIMIR'S SOC. #531MEETING on Tues., Feb. 16 at 7:30 pm, 
306 Power St. Send premiums to: L. McClain, 306 Power St., Johnstown, PA 15906

16 PACZKI (DOUGHNUT) DAY!

17 ASH WEDNESDAY - The beginning of the Lenten Season

18 CHICAGO, IL - IL-IN WOMEN’S DIV. MEETING on Thurs., Feb. 18 at 10:30 am at 984 N. 
Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL Contact: Irene Rush (630) 295-5607

19 TOLEDO, OH - ECHOES OF POLAND PIEROGI DINNER on Fri., Feb. 19, 4-8 pm at PRCUA
Hall, 5255 N. Detroit, Toledo, OH. Adults $7; Children $3; Advanced orders by the dozen
$8 (cheese, potato, kraut) Call 419-531-8658 or 419-475-6262

20 BUFFALO, NY - SOC. #765 MEETING on Sat., Feb. 20 at 1:30 pm (same place as below.)

20 BUFFALO, NY - DISTRICT 2 ORGANIZATIONAL MEETING on Sat., Feb. 20 at 2 pm at 
Adam Mickiewicz Dramatic Circle and Library, 612 Fillmore Avenue, Buffalo, NY. 
Contact: Director William Nowakowski (716) 875-7044. 

21 WYANDOTTE, MI - SOC. #162 MEETING on Sun., Feb. 21 at 1 pm. at PRCU #162 Hall, 
1430 Oak Street, Wyandotte, MI. Dues: L. Alexander, 1059 Molno, Wyandotte, MI 48192

21 TOLEDO, OH - SOC. #1584, #1633, #1617 & #719 MEETING on Sun., Feb. 21 at 1 pm, 
Misiuda Hall, 5255 N. Detroit, Toledo, OH. Call: T. Krasniewski (419) 470-8710

23 WARREN, MI - POPE JOHN PAUL II SOC. #1593 MEETING on Tues., Feb. 23 at 7 pm, St. 
Anne’s H.S., (behind the church) 36000 Mound Rd., Warren, MI. Contact: Bernice 
Adamkiewicz (586) 573-7510 All members are asked to please attend the meeting.

27 TROY, MI - 19TH ANNUAL PRCUA MI STATE BALL on Sat., Feb. 27 at San Marino Club, 
1685 East Big Beaver, Troy, MI, Cocktails: 5:30 p.m.; Dinner: 6:30 p.m. Donation $50 per
adult, $45 per student through age 20 yrs. Semi-Formal Attire. Music by Duane 
Malinowski & Orchestra. Contact: Maria Jalkiewicz (586) 979-5164

7 HICKORY HILLS, IL - M. KONOPNICKA ADULT CULTURE GROUP FASHION SHOW on Sun.,
March 7; enter at 12, lunch at 1 pm at Sabre Room, 8900 W. 95th St., Hickory Hills, IL. 
Donation $30. Reserve by Feb. 8. Send check to: Walter Dynowski, 15612 S. Hollyhock 
Ct., Orland Park, IL 60462. Contact: Liz or Walter Dynowski (708) 532-1541

11 LANSING, MI - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 MEETING on Thurs., March 11 at 
Federated Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope Rd., Lansing, MI. Pot luck dinner at 6 pm; 
meeting follows at 7 pm. Contact: Tom Croff (517) 627-0222

Calendar  oof  
PRCUA EEvents
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FEBRUARY 

MARCH

(Continuation of Calendar of Events)

14 CHICAGO, IL - DISTRICT 7 CORNED BEEF & CABBAGE
DINNER on Sun., March 14, cocktails at 1 pm, dinner at 2
pm; PRCUA Social Hall, 984 N. Milwaukee, Chicago, IL.
Tickets $25. RSVP by March 9. Send check made payable
to District 7 to L. Stempinski, 7339 W. Lee St., Niles, IL
60714, Phone (847) 965-7378

16 JOHNSTOWN, PA - ST. CASIMIR'S SOC. #531 MEETING
on Tues., March 16 at 7:30 pm, 306 Power St. Send
premiums to: L. McClain, 306 Power St., Johnstown, PA
15906

20 DEARBORN, MI - PRCUA NATIONAL BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT hosted by St. Stan's Soc. # 718 and will be
held on March 20 in Dearborn at U of M Dearborn & Henry
Ford Junior College with the host hotel being the Hyatt.
Banquet and dance in the evening night at O'Kelley K of C
Hall.

21 WYANDOTTE, MI - SOC. #162 MEETING on Sun.,
March 21 at 1 pm. at PRCU #162 Hall, 1430 Oak Street,
Wyandotte, MI. Dues: L. Alexander, 1059 Molno,
Wyandotte, MI 48192

21 TOLEDO, OH - SOC. #1584, #1633, #1617 & #719
MEETING on Sun., March 21 at 1 pm, Misiuda Hall, 5255 N.
Detroit, Toledo, OH. Call: T. Krasniewski (419) 470-8710

21 TOLEDO, OH - SOC. #2206 MEETING on March 21 at 4
pm at Circle 8 Clubroom, 2501 Nebraska Ave., Toledo, OH.

23 WARREN, MI - POPE JOHN PAUL II SOC. #1593
MEETING on Tues., March 23 at 7 pm, St. Anne's H.S.,
36000 Mound Rd., Warren, MI. Contact: B. Adamkiewicz
(586) 573-7510

28 LANSING, MI - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 SWIECONKA
on Sunday, March 28 at 2 pm at Federated Polish Home,
1030 W. Mt. Hope Rd., Lansing, MI. Bring a dish to pass.
pm. Contact: Tom Croff (517) 627-0222

Honoring 50-Year Members
The PRCUA heartily congratulates the

members listed below. In January, they each received
a letter, certificate and 50-year pin from National
President Wallace Ozog in recognition of their loyal

and dedicated membership in the Polish Roman Catholic
Union of America for 50 or more years:

Helen Bodnar of Warren, MI
Aloise T. Grzelinski of Willow Springs, IL
John J. Juarez of Demott, IN
Joseph F. Krol of Livonia, MI
Ray A. Wiora of Sycamore, IL

Anyone who has been a member of the PRCUA for 50
years or more is entitled to receive a 50-year pin from the
President. To request a pin, submit your name and address to:

Wallace Ozog, President
PRCUA

984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642-4101
or call 1-800-772-8632

Corrections: In the last issue, on pg. 3, only the asterisked section of the IRA
article was from the Wall Street Journal; on pg. 7 the name of the 2010 1st
Runner-Up Prince Charming should have been Daniel George Skiwrut
instead of his brother, David John; on pg. 11 photo caption: Susan
Oskvarek, not Plewa, with her mother Bernice Hyatt. Our sincere  apologies!
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Letter ffrom tthe PPresident

Re: HHaiti RRelief FFund

Dear Members,
On January 12, 2010, a devastating 7.0 magnitude

earthquake struck in the impoverished nation of Haiti,
resulting in tragic widespread death and destruction. In times
of disaster, the fraternal benefit industry has historically
opened its collective heart and wallet to provide relief funds
and prayers. We again call upon our PRCUA local Societies to
provide whatever relief they can to the victims of this atrocious
disaster. Some of you are already responding and have
contributed to this most altruistic and fraternal of causes.

In an effort to assist our regular members in contributing
to humanitarian aid efforts. the PRCUA has established a
“Haiti Relief Fund.” Contributors may make checks payable to
PRCUA with a notation on the check “Haiti Relief Fund.”
Please mail checks to:
PRCUA, President Wallace Ozog, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60642.

Another effective way to support relief efforts is by
making cash contributions to established humanitarian
organizations that are conducting relief operations. If you
would like to investigate any charity before donating, two
websites provide background information: BBB Wise Giving
Alliance at www.give.org and the American Institute of
Philanthropy at www.charitywatch.org.

If not contributing directly to the PRCUA’s “Haiti Relief
Fund,” Society Financial Secretaries are asked to please report
your Society’s contributions - and members are asked to please
report their individual contributions - to the PRCUA by filling
out the coupon below. We will share this information with the
National Fraternal Congress of America (NFCA) who is
keeping track of the fraternal industry’s collective effort. The
NFCA will post a running total of these donations on its
website for your information. You may also use the coupon
below to donate to the PRCUA Haiti Relief Fund.

Wallace M. Ozog, FICF
National PRCUA President

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

Name_______________________________________________________________

Address _____________________________________________________________

PRCUA Soc. Name and No. _____________________________________________

Name of Charity donation was made to: ____________________________________

Amount of Donation: $__________________________________________________

Send to: PRCUA
President Wallace Ozog
984 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642-4101

Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
Annuity Production by Supervisors

January 1, 2009 to December 31, 2009
Dist. Supervisor Total Annuities

34 Riha, Richard 211
37 Stemper, Steve 54
12 Gibala, Teresa 48
22 Muszalski, Edward 39
25 Ozog, Michael 35
99 Home Office 35
6 Klamerus, Thaddeus 31
1 Seranko, William 20
29 Whitsett, Mark 20
30 Watkins, Steven 16
33 Robaczewski, James 9
17 Pawlowski, Barbara 7
36 Kocis, Thomas 5
35 Garrett, William 3
38 Pawlowski, Barbara 2
45 Danielewicz, John 1

2009 TOP ANNUITY
PRODUCERS

(Cont. from page 1) insurance services. During
2009, he sold 35 PRCUA annuities. Since 1999,
his company, Strategic Planning Services, in
Belmont, MI has been registered with the State of
Michigan as a Registered Investment Advisor.
He deals with tax planning and charitable
planning, as well as financial planning and
strategies.  Mark is the proud father of three
adult children.

In 3rd position is Michael Guilliatt of
Fremont, NE, who sold 31annuities. Mike’s
expertise comes from over three decades of
broad experience in financial services coupled
with his designations as a Chartered Life
Underwriter (CLU), Life Underwriter Training
Council Fellow (LUTCF), and Certified Financial
Planner (CFP) Professional. Mike safeguards the
trust that his clients place in him by everything
he does, because his reputation for
unquestionable integrity is most important to
him.  Mix in his caring manner and background
in teaching and you have an advisor worth
standing in line to see.  He  enjoys family
gatherings with his wife, Janice, a teacher, and
their two sons, Mark and Scott.

In 4th position is Susan Watzlavick, who has
worked in the financial services industry for 27
years. She sold 29 PRCUA annuities in 2009.
Susan is well versed in insurance and investment
services including life insurance, annuities,
medical supplement, Part D, long term care,
mutual funds and retirement planning. Susan
married her high school sweetheart, Dixon, and
lives in Shiner, Texas.  They have two children,
Jordan and Colton. Jordon is a graduate student
at Texas State University and Colton is a senior
at Shiner High School. 

In 5th position is Mark E. Whitsett, a
resident of Minnetrista, MN. In 2009, Mark sold
20 PRCUA annuities and he has been
consistently listed among the top 10 PRCUA
producers for several years. He has been a
licensed agent since 1992. Mr. Whitsett’s
expertise is providing assistance in estate
planning utilizing annuities, life insurance and
long-term care products. Mark Whitsett is the
Supervisor in PRCUA Insurance District 29 and
he markets PRCUA products in several
Midwestern states.

The PRCUA heartily congratulates these top
five annuity producers for their outstanding
sales results, as well as all the PRCUA annuity
producers, for a job well done.

TOP PRCUA
SUPERVISORS

IN 2009 ANNUITY
SALES

Congratulations are also extended by
the PRCUA to its Insurance District
Supervisors for the great job they have
done in keeping their agents motivated to
sell the excellent annuity programs being
offered by the Polish Roman Catholic
Union of America.

With three of the top five annuity
producers located in District #34, it is no
wonder that Richard Riha of Sandusky,
Michigan heads the list as the #1
Supervisor with 211 annuity sales in his
district. Great job!

In second place is Steve Stemper, who
is located in the Omaha, Nebraska area,
with 54 annuity sales. Supervisor Teresa
Gibala of Erie, Michigan, had 48 annuity
sales in her District last year. Edward
Muszalski, whose deputies serve the
south side of Chicago, IL, had 39 sales of
annuity products in his District. And
2009’s 5th highest annuity-producing
supervisor is Michael Ozog of Livonia,
Michigan.

A sincere “thank you” goes to all the
PRCUA District Supervisors for their
work and efforts in promoting PRCUA
annuity products.

PRCUAPRCUA St. Stan’St. Stan’s s 
Society #718 NewsSociety #718 News
Detroit, MI - On January 10, 2010, St.

Stan's Society #718 held their annual
corporate communion and the election of
its officers. The meeting was held at the
PLAV Hall in Dearborn Heights, MI.

T h e
C o r p o r a t e
C o m m u n i o n
Mass was
celebrated by
St. Stan’s
m e m b e r
Reverend John
Mikula for all
the Society
members in
a t t e n d a n c e .
After Mass,
Society #718

provided a luncheon for all attendees.
Following the luncheon, the regular
meeting of the Society took place, during
which the election of officers was held.
National Vice President Bob Bielenda
conducted the election of officers for
2010. The following were elected: to the
respective offices:
President Jerome Nasiatka
Vice-President Gary Ewald
Financial Secretary Patrick Kosowski
Recording Secretary Leonard

Nasiatka
Sgt. At Arms Ernest Pinzia
Chaplain Fr. John Mikula
Congratulations to all officers.

Fr. John Mikula Chaplain 718

Society #718 officers (l-r) Sgt.-at-Arms Ernest Pinzia,  President
Jerome Nasiatka, Recording Secretary Leonard Nasiatka, Vice President
Gary Ewald and Financial Secretary Patrick Kosowski 
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Polish Museum’s Paderewski Room Re-Opened
Chicago, IL -On November 6, the Re-

Opening of the Polish Museum of America’s
Paderewski Room was celebrated with a  gala
reception and dinner, under the co-
chairmanship of Alicia Dutka and Geraldine
Balut Coleman.  It began with a cocktail
reception, followed by dinner. Music was
provided by Anthony Kawalkowski and Dr.
William Crowle.  Jan Archacki of New York
City was the guest speaker. Jeffrey Wagner, a
pianist and great Paderewski enthusiast,
performed Paderewski's Nocturne in Bb Major. 

This Paderewski Room was closed for
nearly 3 years while major renovations were
done. In 2008, the PMA formed the

Paderewski Room Renovation Committee to oversee the project. It’s goal was to have the
renovations completed by the 149th birthdate of Ignacy Jan Paderewski, which it did.  

The Paderewski Room’s walnut display cases were refurbished, new oak flooring was
installed, 5 windows were upgraded,
air conditioning and a new heating
system were installed, the room was
painted and the decorative
stenciling on the ceiling was redone.
Conservation  of  Paderewski's
furnishings from his last residence
in the Buckingham Hotel in New
York City was done, as well as
conservation of some of the exhibit's
artifacts. A protective glass partition
was installed around the central

display that enables the Museum to now display more of
Paderewski's possessions in this secure area.

Richard Kujawa, the PMA’s Operations Manager,
coordinated the project. The general contractor was
Christopher Jaworowski of Discovery Builders, Inc. of Chicago.
Pro-bono labor and gratis supplies were donated by various tradesmen, artisans and companies.
Involved in the renovation were: John Tylka of Windy City Metals, Chicago -  heating and air-
conditioning; Dariusz Gancarz and Miroslaw Praczuk of MGD Electric, Inc., Chicago - pro-bono
updating of electrical systems; Jan Zelazko, cabinet maker; pro-bono work of Mark Koscuisch of
American Classics Enterprises of Chicago - walls, ceiling and stucco; gratis supplies from
Chester E. Taurence of Painters Supply, Inc. of Taylor, MI; Mike Ratulowski of Chicago's
Holland Glass & Art Studio - pro-bono beveling and polishing of glass; artist Wojtek Glinkowski
- decorative stencil artwork; Peter Buczynski of Colorphonic, Inc. of Chicago - huge digital
photos; Robert and Jack Gibes, Advanced Window Corp. of Chicago - laminated glass;  Marian
and John Gorzelany of John's Upholstery, Chicago - furniture repair and cleaning;  Dariusz
Stankowski, Audio Video Life Style Security of Northfield, IL - security system; and Mark
Stanielun - piano tuning. Halina Misterka, PMA Archivist; Julita Siegel, PMA Photographic
Specialist; Barbara Mirecki, PMA Registrar, and PRCUA I.T. Manager, Kevin Ryba, also
contributed much work to the project.  Touch screen  computers were installed and are now
available for Paderewski researchers.  

Visitors can get an in-depth look at the life of this great pianist, composer statesman and
humanitarian as well as view and hear Paderewski's musical achievements. Jeffrey Wagner
provided audio commentary about the Maestro's performing style and compositions. The
PRCUA published a student workbook about Paderewski, written by Joann Ozog, which is
available to PMA visitors,  

A segment of the Room is dedicated to the PMA's first curator, Mieczyslaw Haiman, which
features his desk, publications and personal items. 

Thanks are extended by the PMA to all who donated in any way toward this renovation
project, especially for the financial support of all the donors. The Paderewski Room is one of
Polonia’s greatest treasures and now it has been preserved so that the inimitable legacy of
Paderewski will live on for future generations to appreciate.  

EXCERPTS OF SPEECH BY JAN ARCHACKI, RE-OPENING OF THE PADEREWSKI
ROOM, POLISH MUSEUM OF AMERICA, NOVEMBER 6, 2009

I, Jan Thaddeus  Paul Archacki, the only child of the renowned Polish American historian,
the late Henry Archacki, and the late Janina Wicka Archacka, who rendered encouragement ...
to my father’s historical pursuits, humbly come before you ...to talk about my involvement with
the Paderewski heart and his remains, and my father’s role in these matters.

On the subject of Paderewski’s heart, it was decreed by Ignacy Jan Paderewski and his
devoted sister Antonina Paderewska Wilkonska, that upon his death, his body was to be sent to
a free and independent Poland for burial, and that his heart was to be separated from his body,
and was to remain in the US for separate burial, since the US was his adopted country.

After Paderewski died in his final residence at the Buckingham Hotel in New York City on
June 29, 1941, his body lay in state in the Hotel and was then brought to St. Patrick’s Cathedral
for a Funeral Mass. After the Mass, his body in a casket was brought to the original
Pennsylvania Station for transport to Arlington National Cemetery, as decreed by President F.
D. Roosevelt, and was placed within the Maine Memorial until Poland became free.

The heart was another matter. It was removed by John Smolinski, mortician, Campbell

Funeral Home in Brooklyn. John encouraged Polonia to
enshrine the heart but there was very little interest. 

Mr. Smolinski kept the heart in his funeral home and
became apprehensive about having it there. He concluded
that he had to find a place in which to put the heart. In 1945,
he found a niche in a mausoleum in a local cemetery.
However, he was very secretive about its whereabouts. Thus,
the strange story of the heart was enshrouded in mystery for a
few years.  

In August, 1958, my parents, uncle Conrad John Wicka,
step-grandfather, Walter Zapalski, and I went to Cypress Hills
Cemetery, a non-sectarian cemetery in the East New York
section of Brooklyn, to visit the crypt of my late grandmother.
We entered Cypress Hills Abbey, a huge mausoleum within
the cemetery. We embarked on an informal tour, not knowing
what we were about to encounter. My uncle wandered about
the Abbey on the main floor, and approached Aisle G, coming
across Niche 25, discovering the marble slab bearing the name
of Ignacy Jan Paderewski. He then rushed to tell my father
that Paderewski was buried here!

We went to observe the Niche, and after a few moments,
my father excitedly shouted,” Janek, you have just discovered
the whereabouts of Paderewski’s heart!! Now how did it get
here, and what is it doing here?” The mystery as to where the
heart was resting had been solved at that very moment.

My father did research and found that Mr. Smolinski had
placed the heart in that Abbey after the cemetery’s owners
offered this niche. My father publicized the whereabouts and
discovery of the heart. Many years passed by. In 1986, Henry
and Janina Archacki proposed that the heart be transferred to,
and permanently enshrined at, Our Lady of Czestochowa
Shrine, Doylestown, PA, within a special Polish eagle bronze
urn depicting Paderewski’s face. The urn was created by
Polish sculptor, Andrzej Pitynski. Col.Anthony Podbielski, an
associate of my father, worked with him as part of the
Paderewski Heart Memorial Enshrinement Committee, which
later became the Paderewski Memorial Committee. My father
would later play a dominant role in this effort.

The enshrinement was conducted under the auspices of
the Polish American Congress by Dr. Edward Rozanski and
PAC Pres. Aloysius Mazewski. A living relative of Ignacy
Paderewski, Clarence Joseph Paderewski, a 2nd cousin and a
renowned architect living in Los Angeles, gave his consent to
have the heart moved from the cemetery to the Shrine...

In 1989, my father’s friend, Walter Brulewicz, hired a limo
and picked up my father, artist Jerzy Koss, retired Col.
Podbielski and I. We rode to Arlington National Cemetery
and went to the Maine Memorial, which was opened for us to
view the casket bearing Paderewski’s remains. Thus, the
Paderewski Memorial Committee came into full swing. This
trip was made after the Solidarity Movement... overthrew the
communist puppet government, paving the way for Poland to
have free elections. On that day, we, as the Paderewski
Memorial Committee, made an informal agreement, inside the
Maine Memorial, by Paderewski’s casket, to start advocating
that the time had come to send Paderewski’s remains to
Poland for proper burial... We targeted 1991 to send
Paderewski back to Poland, but Pres. Walesa was
reluctant...because, in his viewpoint, Poland was not free
enough. Therefore, it was differed until 1992...

In 1992, I went to Washington, D.C., with my father and
Jerzy Koss, to pay our final respects to Paderewski, before his
remains were brought to Airforce2 for transport to Poland.
His remains were finally interred in a crypt under St. John’s

Cathedral in Warsaw, near
the crypt with the remains
of Henryk Sienkiewicz, a
famous Polish author who
wrote the renowned novel
Quo Vadis.

This...is the story of
my involvement with the
discovery of Paderewski’s
heart, and with sending
his remains to a free and
independent Poland, in
which Paderewski’s final

wish became fulfilled. Guest speaker Jan Archacki

North view of Paderewski Room

Decorative stenciling by
Wojtek Glinkowski



Narod Polski Page 5
February 1, 2010 

MEMBER  SOC. STATE
ALAKSIEWICZ, WLADYSLAWA 1580 IL
BABIASZ, ETHEL 2227 OH
BANKOWSKI, JOAN 1236 CT
BOMBA, MARY 1415 IL
BROGAN, JACQUELINE 2293 OH
BUTT, PEARL R 651 NY
CHRZASTOWSKI, DIANE M 407 IL
CIERPIAL, LAURA C 76 NJ
CIESLAK, MARTHA 2303 WI
CISLO, JOHN 162 MI
DWOJACKI, FRANCIS 795 IL
EGELSKI, VERONICA 1612 IL
FRANKLIN, JOHN L 283 WI
FRANUSZKIEWICZ, IRENE 1486 IL
GACIOCH, JADWIGA 162 MI
GAWLAK, THEODORE 904 MI
GAWRON, MARY 1213 NJ
GLAZ, JOHN 308 IL
GLOWACKI, LEONA 261 MI
GODA, JULIANNA 2132 OH
GORECKI, JOSEPHINE 1486 IL
GORSKI, DOROTHY 540 NY
GRABOWSKA, HELENA 388 IL
GRUCHOT, STANLEY 1000 IL
GUTFRANSKI, ROBERT 2109 OH
GWOZDZ, STELLA 359 MA
HAZINSKI, ISABELLE 850 IN
HOFFMAN, MARK 2303 WI
HOJNOWSKI, LORETTA 2152 OH
IGNASIAK, REGINA 2109 OH
IWANCZUK, KATHERINE 899 MA
JEZIORSKI, ELIZABETH 213 WV
KAMINSKI, GWENETH 2159 OH
KAPANOWSKI, STANLEY 2227 MI
KILIJANEK, CHESTER 792 MI
KINSLOW, JAMES 2040 PA
KLAREC, JOSEPH 865 PA
KLINK, ZOFIA 1380 PA
KOSCINSKI, CHARLOTTE 463 CT
KOZUB, IRENE 1404 MI
KROCZYNSKI, MARTHA 651 NY
KUBAN, JULIA 1020 PA
KULAS, HENRYK 463 CT
KULIK, ANNE 7 PA
KUZMA, JOSEPH 2206 OH
LEDWON, FRANK 880 IL
LELYK, THERESA 955 IL
LIPINSKI, AGNES 237 PA
LISZEWSKA, LILLIAN 337 IN
MAKUCH, LOUISE 149 NY
MALACHOWSKI, HATTIE 540 NY
MARCHEWKA, STELLA 322 PA
MARGOLA, STELLA 549 MA
MARTINKOSKY, MARY F 213 WV
MARYNIAK, ELEANOR 621 PA
MATIS, SUZETTE 1246 WI
MAZIARKA, RICHARD JOHN 421 IL
MRZYGOD, STANLEY 156 IL
MUNTEAN, HELEN 2291 PA
NIEDWIECKI, CASIMIRA 626 MI
NOWAK, HELEN 2308 WI
OLENICZAK, TIMOTHY 118 MI
ORZECH, ANGELINE 531 PA
OSKIERKA, MARCYANN 1579 IL
OSTROWSKI, MARY L. 1580 IL
PIANTEK, ANTON 283 WI
POPLAWSKI, HARRIET 905 MI
PRICE, JULIA 2274 MI
PRYCHOCKI, THERESA 1575 IL
PYTLAK, EDWARD 119 PA
ROBEL, ESTELLE 951 NY
RUDZINSKI, EDWARD 572 NJ
RYBOWIAK, ARTHUR 1000 IL
RYKACZEWSKI, EDGAR A 224 PA
SASS, BARBARA J 1202 WI
SHIMKO, BERNICE 2248 OH
SIEDLECKI, REV. EDMUND 880 IL
SKOLONIS JR, FRANK 463 CT
SOLTIS, HELEN 237 PA
STANIS, ANTOINETTE 428 MI
STAWARZ, TADEUSZ 360 PA
STEIMAN LUKASZEWSKI, YOLANDA 2303 WI
STEVEN, JAMES P 1585 MI
STRUZYNSKI, HELEN 421 IL
SYP, VERONICA 2002 PA
SZYMANSKI, URSULA 2144 OH
TRAFNY, WANDA 499 IL
TROPP, JOSEPHINE 849 IL
UMINSKI, RUTH 2109 OH
URBANEK, HONORATA 148 PA
WAIBEL, FRANCES 1000 NY
WALTERS, LOUIS 1415 IL
WANIEL, IRENE 105 KS
WARDA, ESTERA 1423 WI
WEBER, JOHN 1486 IL
WINIARSKI, VIRGINIA 1118 MI
WISNIEWSKI, EDMUND 370 IL
WITT, JOAN M 1423 WI
WOJCIK, HELEN 1000 IL
WOLANIN, JOHN 2220 OH
WOZNIAK, BERNADETTE 156 IL
WRONKIEWICZ, FRANK 844 IL
ZIEBRON, HELEN 751 MI
ZIELINSKI, KAROL 424 MA

May they rest in eternal peace.

Dearly DDeparted PPRCUA
Brothers   
and SSisters

Fundraiser for the PRCUA Education Fund, Inc.
GOLABKI DEMO - On Saturday,

November 14, the PRCUA Social Hall was
filled with the aroma of delicious food.  It
came from the first PRCUA Golabki
Demonstration, held as a fundraiser for the
PRCUA Education Fund, Inc.  Participants
included those who knew how to make this
delicious Polish dish but wanted to learn
new techniques and also those who had no
idea how to prepare golabki. Red Apple
Restaurant employees, whose owner is Anna
Hebal, demonstrated and prepared the food
and Mark Kroplewski, PRCUA member
explained the step-by-step procedure.

Each participant was shown how to
make both meat and meatless golabki and
also how to make a mushroom sauce and a
tomato sauce.  After the demonstration,
everyone had the opportunity to taste both
types of golabki.  So that they did not forget
what they learned, a booklet with a variety
of recipes was given to those in attendance.

Special thanks are extended to Anna
Hebal, Barbara and Jaroslawa from Red
Apple Restaurant and PRCUA member Mark Kroplewski for taking their time to make this
Golabki Demonstration possible and to the following volunteers for helping in various
capacities: Mark Sorbi, Halina Bieniewska, Pam Tuytens, Kasia Derus, Felicia Krupinski,
Wallace Ozog and Joann Ozog.

ORNAMENT WORKSHOPS - On
Sunday, November 15 the PRCUA Social
Hall was buzzing with children and adults
intensely gluing, cutting, painting and
creating ornaments to proudly display in
their homes this year.  The Christmas
Ornament Workshops consisted of two, 2-
hour sessions in which the participants
created 4 ornaments: one using a blown
egg; one using the art of paper cutting,
called Wycinanki; painting a glass ball
ornament; and making a paper St. Nicholas
and a Nativity set.

Door prizes were given out, a raffle was held and Polish and non-Polish
items were available for purchase.  This workshop got the people into the
Christmas spirit, was very relaxing and inspired much creativity.  Everyone
enjoyed themselves. There are many people to thank, who made this
workshop possible: Instructors Maria Grzadziel, Lidia Kowalewicz and
Stasia Gasior; and volunteers Bogusia Yon, Felicia Krupinski, Mark Sorbi,
Halina Biniewska, Kasia Wolan, Wally Ozog and Joann Ozog.

It was because of the cooperation of all of these workers and their
willingness to help that the Golabki Demonstration and the Christmas
Ornament Workshop, along with a raffle and the sale of Polish and non-
Polish items netted a profit of $1,015 for the PRCUA Education Fund, Inc.
We greatly appreciate all of the PRCUA members and non-members who
supported this fundraiser and at the same time learned something about their Polish heritage.

(See list of donors to
Education Fund Inc.

on page 12)
- Joann Ozog

Golabki instructors (l-r) Barbara, Anna Hebal, Jaroslawa
and Mark Kroplewski

Some of the participants in the Golabki Demonstration

(L-r) Kasia Wolan, Joann Ozog, Stasia Gasior, Mark Sorbi,
Felicia Krupinski, Halina Biniewska, Bogusia Yon,and

Maria Grzadziel

Instructor 
Stasia Gasior

Mrs. Claus (Felicia Krupinski) with workshop participants,
some from Wisconsin

(Right)
Instructor Lidia
Kowalewicz with

student
(Below)

Guests enjoying the
workshop
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Win a Recipe Book!
In celebration of the 2010 Convention Year, Narod

Polski readers are invited to send their favorite recipes to the
Editor for publication in the newspaper. 

Everyone who sends a recipe will have their name
entered in a monthly drawing to win the “PRCUA Sharing Our
Best” Cookbook worth $15. A prize will be awarded each
month unti l  August 2010 - when the PRCUA’s 60th
Quadrennial Convention will take place. 

Members will receive one chance per recipe. No limit to
the number of recipes you can submit. Email recipes to
kathryn.rosypal@prcua.org (put “Recipe” in the subject line)
or mail to: 

Editor - PRCUA Recipes
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642-4101

Our December Winner
Mrs. Olga Wojciuch of Ladysmith, Wisconsin

Congratulations!

PORK RIB STEW WITH CABBAGE
David Scarberry of Benwood, WV

1/2 c. bacon drippings or 2 lg. onions, chopped
2-1/2 Tbsp. vegetable oil 2 to 3 carrots, chopped
4 lbs. pork spare ribs 3 to 4 garlic cloves, chopped
3-3/4 c. beef stock 3/4 c. dry white wine
6 black peppercorns 4 bay leaves
1 tsp. caraway seeds 1 tsp. paprika
1 cabbage, quartered and core removed
chopped parsley or dill to garnish
boiled new potatoes to serve with meal

Heat bacon drippings or oil in heavy pot. Add ribs and
cook over high heat for 5 min. until brown all over. Add stock,
peppercorns, bay leaves, caraway seeds, paprika,
garlic,onions, carrots and white wine. Cover and simmer over
low heat for 90 min. Add the cabbage and cook another 30
min. until tender. Ladle onto plates, garnish with parsley or
dill. Serve immediately with boiled new potatoes. Serves 4-6.

JUST IN TIME FOR PACZKI DAY ON FEBRUARY 16TH

QUICK DROP DONUTS
Jean Gongliewski of Throop, PA

(This recipe is over 100 years old.)
2 eggs 1/4 c. sugar
1/4 salt 2 tsp. melted butter
2 c. flour 4 tsp. baking powder
1/3 c. milk 1/4 tsp. nutmeg

Heat oil in skillet or deep pot. Combine all ingredients and
mix well. Drop by teaspoonfuls into the hot oil (360 degrees).
Fry only until golden brown, turning as needed. Drain on
paper towels. Sprinkle with confectioner's sugar. Makes 36. 
[Editor’s easy tip: use wooden chop sticks to turn the donuts
and remove them from the oil easily with a large metal hand-
held  strainer.]

BROWN SUGAR BUNDT CAKE WITH NUTS
Adrienne Gutowski of Dearborn, MI

1 yellow or white cake mix 2/3 c. sour cream
1 sm. pkg. vanilla instant pudding 1/2 c. oil
2/3 c. water 4 eggs
1 c. brown sugar, packed 1 c. chopped pecans
2 tsp. Tbsp. sugar and 1/2 tsp. cinnamon* (optional)
Heat oven to 350 degrees. Beat first 6 ingredients with mixer 3
min. until well blended. Add brown sugar and nuts and mix
well. Spray 10 in. tube pan or 12 c. Bundt pan. Pour in batter.
Bake 1 hour until inserted toothpick comes out clean. Cool in
pan 15 min. Remove pan; cool. Sprinkle with powdered sugar.

PEANUT BUTTER PIE
Lillian Dattilo, Arlington Heights, IL

8 oz. cream cheese 2 cups powdered sugar 
1 cup creamy peanut butter 1/2 cup milk 
16 oz. Cool Whip 
2 chocolate graham cracker crusts 
Mix cream cheese & powdered sugar.  Add peanut butter &
milk.  Blend in half of the Cool Whip.  Pour into 2 chocolate
graham cracker crusts.  Freeze overnight. 

To serve, thaw slightly (about 2 hours) and "frost" with
remaining 8 oz Cool Whip.  

Thank you for sharing your recipes!

76TH PRCUA NAT’L BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT
MARCH 20, 2010 - DEARBORN, MI

New PRCUA players are welcome! Youth groups can play for
FREE! Accommodations are at the Hyatt Regency Dearborn, 600
Town Center Dr., Dearborn, MI  For reservations, call 313-593-1234,
or toll-free 1-800-233-1234; the PRCUA room rate is $90.00 per night,
plus tax.  Please, no more than 4 persons to a room. Ask for the Polish
Roman Catholic Union room block before the March 12th deadline.

The gyms are at the University of MI/Dearborn and the Henry
Ford Community College; both in Dearborn, MI.  Directions to the
gyms will be available at the hotel.

St. Stan's Society #718 will host the event. Hospitality Room will
be in the hotel; a Pub Crawl is planned for Friday night.  The awards
presentation dinner will be on Saturday evening at the O'Kelly
Knights of Columbus.  

Entry form can be downloaded at: www.prcua.org. Complete
and return it to the Home Office with $50.00 entry fee per team.
Make check payable to: PRCUA Sports Fund.  Deadline: postmarked
by March 5, 2010. Questions? Please call 1-800-772-8632, ext. 2601.

PPRRCCUUAA 22001100 NNaatt’’ll BBoowwlliinngg TToouurrnnaammeenntt
AApprriill 2233 - 2255,, 22001100

Plaza Lanes
42001 Ann Arbor Road East, Plymouth, MI

Embassy Suites Hotel
19525 Victor Parkway, Livonia, MI

Room rates are $94 and $99 - include hot breakfast and a 2-hour
happy hour.  For reservations, call 734-462-6000. Mention the Polish
Roman Catholic Union of America Bowling Tournament to receive
the special group rate.

Entry Form available at www.prcua.org or call the Fraternal
Dept. to obtain a form by mail. Questions?  Call Tournament
Director Ralph Stempinski at 847-965-7378 or the Fraternal
Department toll-free at 1-800-772-8632 Ext. 2601.

ATTENTION All PRCUA District #9,
Officers, Financial Secretaries,  Members

and Friends
District #9 National Director Elizabeth Grabowski needs the

names and addresses of members and friends to invite them to the
“PRCUA District #9 Reunion” that will be held in conjunction with
the Annual “Swienconka” sponsored by the IL-Indiana Women’s
Division of the PRCUA Fraternal Department. It will be held on
Sunday, April 11, 2010 at Carmelite Monastery Banquet Hall, in
Munster, Indiana.

If you have the contact information for people who used to
come to PRCUA District 9 events, please share the information so
that we can keep in touch with them. Please contact us as soon as
possible! Thank you. Elizabeth Grabowski at 219-923-661 or email
her at: wola60@hotmail.com or Elizabeth Sadus at 708-481-6796 or
email her at sadusea@aol.com; Barbara Pawlowski, District #9
Supervisor  708-946-6270
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I used to write an article for each month. With Narod Polski now being a
monthly newspaper and my column being published every second month, the
coverage of events gets confusing. For this article I have included the months
of November and December.

On November 6, the long awaited Re-opening
of the Paderewski Room took place.  If you have not
seen this room that depicts Paderewski as a pianist,
composer, statesman, and humanitarian, please come
and visit. I compiled a youth activity workbook on
the life of Ignacy Paderewski, assisted by Kathryn
Rosypal.  The workbook is free, but postage is $1.50
for one book and 50 cents for each additional book.
You can save postage by picking up the books from
the PRCUA Home Office in Chicago. To order, make
check payable to PRCUA and send to: Paderewski
Workbook, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, IL
60642.

On the weekend of November 14 and 15, I chaired a Golabki
Demonstration and a Christmas Ornament Workshop to benefit the PRCUA
Education Fund, Inc. I thank the instructors, volunteers and participants for
their interest and support. (See separate article in Narod Polski.)

My husband and I attended the 80th Anniversary of the Polish
Highlanders on the evening of November 15.  The hall was filled to capacity
and many dignitaries from Poland were present.  Congratulations are extended
to the President of the Highlanders, Stanley Zagata, who is also a PRCUA
member and to all the members who have worked very hard for many years
for the good of Polonia.

On Saturday, November 21, the PRCUA Cinderella and Prince Charming
Ball took place.  It is always nice to see so many young ladies and gentlemen
participate.  It takes hard work and dedication on the part of many - from
young adults to parents to organizers.  People say that youth are not involved
in Polonia but, if you look around, many of the younger generation do
participate in the activities offered by our fraternal.  We must work together to
encourage more of our youth to be active.  They are our future!

D e c e m b e r
began with
the PRCUA
S e n i o r
meeting.  The
seniors got a
surprise visit
from Mrs.
Claus (Felicia

Krupinski) and
St. Nicholas (PRCUA member,
Walter Dynowski) who presented
each senior with a Christmas gift.
The seniors played Bingo and then
enjoyed a delicious Christmas
Buffet. All PRCUA members are
invited to join them on the 1st Tues.
of the month at 10:00 a.m.!

Ameeting of the PRCUA
Board of Directors took place on
Dec. 4-5, followed by the PRCUA IL-

IN Women's Division Oplatek on
Dec. 6.  Several events occurred that
day, so the crowd was small but
those who attended had a delicious

meal, good companionship, an enjoyable show by Wesoly Lud, a surprise
appearance by Santa Claus and the chance to win a variety of raffle prizes. A
special thank you is extended to National Director Krystyna Lech for putting
her time and effort into chairing this traditional Polish Christmas event.

On Saturday, December 12, my husband and I attended the Oplatek hosted
by the Polish Women's Alliance. It was held at Przybylo's White Eagle Banquet
Hall in Niles. It was a lovely event with about 120 people in attendance.  We
shared oplatek with people from various organizations, had a delicious meal
and sang Christmas carols.  We thank Dr. Lidia Filus for chairing this event.

That same evening we went to Northeastern IL University for a beautiful

Christmas program of song and dance by PRCUA Polish Folk Ensemble,
POLONIA.  The students had colorful costumes, wore smiles on their faces and
performed with much enthusiasm.  It was a very relaxing and beautiful
evening. We thank Anna Krysinski  (Director), Pani Celina (Choreographer),
the children and their parents for their interest in bringing this enjoyable Polish
Christmas performance to the community.

Due to previous commitments in MI, my husband and I were unable to
attend Christmas programs by Wesoly Lud Folk Ensemble, Southwest Center
of Polish Dancing and the Pope John Paul II Polish School of Lemont, and the
Polanie Dancers. We are always very proud of the hard work and dedication

that the Directors, teachers,
students and parents put forth in
promoting their Polish heritage
and we wish them continuous
success in 2010.   

On Sunday, December 13, my
husband and I, National Director
of District 9 Elizabeth Grabowski
and her daughter, Agata, Barbara
Pawlowski, Grace Biestek and her
daughter Nicole and Bogusia
Tippy visited the St. Joseph
Carmelite Home in Munster, IN,
which is a home for children from
broken homes. This was the
second year that we brought a

monetary donation and gifts for the children. My 96-year-old mother crocheted
hats, scarves and baby afghans.  There were toys, books, baby products and
kolaczki baked by Mrs. Grabowski.  We had the opportunity to see some pre-
schoolers who gave
us a sense of
satisfaction and
happiness that we
are helping such
needy children.

Our holidays
began in MI on
December 18 with
a Birthday Party at
the American
Polish Cultural
Center for our son,

Mark. This was the first time in 20
years that Mark was home on his
birthday to celebrate with family
and friends. On December 22, we

celebrated the 96th birthday of my
mother - Victoria Kushel.  She lives alone and still has a lot of spunk in her.
Christmas is a time for family and we did get to visit with many of our
relatives, young and old alike.

On a sad note, I extend my deepest sympathy to my good friend, Bernice
Adamkiewicz, on the passing of her oldest son, Greg. Bernice replaced me as
Financial Secretary of Pope John Paul II Society when we moved to Lemont, IL.
Our sympathy is also extended to my #1 helper, Felicia Krupinski, who buried
her daughter, Renee Lameka - an only child - during the holidays.  Felicia
devoted many hours to volunteering at the Polish Museum and, during a 10-
year period, she assisted in raising over one million dollars for the PMA.  For
the past 2 years she has volunteered her time in helping to raise over $55,000
for the PRCUA Education Fund, Inc.  Please remember these two dear ladies in
your prayers, so God will give them strength during this most difficult time.
And pray that the beloved deceased may rest in eternal peace.

I would like to thank all of the donors who supported the PRCUA
Education Fund, Inc. Christmas Campaign. I know the times are hard for many
however, whatever you give, big or small, is greatly appreciated.

I hope that all PRCUA members and friends had an enjoyable and blessed
Christmas.  My husband and I thank all of you who sent us gifts and cards. We
wish everyone a healthy, prosperous and happy 2010.

All of my article, and more photos, can be seen on the PRCUA website
www.prcua.org, News and Events, click on Letter from the First Lady. My next
article will cover January, February and March.  

Stay warm! Until next time! 

Seniors with Mrs. Claus and St. Nicholas

PRCUA First Lady Joan Ozog sitting on Santa’s
lap with Wesoly Lud Dancers behind

(L-r) Grace Biestek, Bogusia Tippy, Elizabeth
Grabowski, Barbara Pawlowski, Joann Ozog, 

Nicole Biestek and Agata Grabowski

(Above) Mark Ozog (center - red shirt)
with family and friends on his birthday

(Left) 96th Birthday (l-r) Mike, Mark,
Chris and Tina Ozog, (seated) Grace,

Birthday Girl Victoria Kushel and Ryan
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HELLO, HOW ARE YOU? - SOCIETY 2010' s CATHERINE BRUZOFSKY

of Mahanoy City, PA is home convalescing after a short stay in the hospital.
We're glad to hear that she is doing well and feeling fine. 

THINKING OF YOU -  Cheerful wishes are accorded to SOCIETY 2013
Members AGNES RIMER, who is recuperating after surgery and to ANNA
CZAPLUK, who hasn't been feeling like her wonderful self. “We're thinking
about you with warmth and concern and want you to know we'd be so glad
to learn that sunnier days are returning.”

WONDERFUL ONE - He's 1 inch taller
and will soon have 1 candle on his birthday
cake.  SOCIETY 2015's lovable, huggable
CORSON QUINN of Boston, Massachusetts
will be 1 year old on February 17th.
CORSON is the son of SEAN (Ashley)
QUINN.  Grammy and Pop-Pop, SHARON
and ED QUINN, Aunt KELLY GEARY
(John) and Cousins HANNAH AND
CONLAN, all members of SOCIETY 2015,
can't wait to celebrate with CORSON.
“Happy Birthday, Little All-Star, you're
growing up so fast.” 

CELEBRATE GOOD TIMES - Some
Birthdays are bigger than others, their memory   

sparkles and flows, their songs and their  
laughter will echo long after and…this year   

you'll have one of those.  Special Birthday  
wishes are extended to SHARON QUINN

of SOCIETY 2015 who is celebrating a distinctive
Birthday on February 5th.  Sharon is the Financial Secretary of SOCIETY 2015
and serves as Office Manager at the Philadelphia Satellite Office. “Dear
Sharon, wave a banner, raise a cheer, celebrate your ‘special’ birthday in style
and decorate it with all the things you enjoy the most.  Happy Birthday.”    

16 CANDLES - She's sweet 16.  ERIN HAMM of Collegeville, PA
celebrated her 16th Birthday on January 28th.  Erin, a sophomore at
Perkiomen Valley High School, is an avid sports enthusiast and excels in
Basketball and Softball.  She is a member of SOCIETY 2022 ,along with her
mother, LINDA and sister's RACHEL, TAYLOR and DANIELLE.  “Erin, we
hope new and fantastic times come your way with new chances and new
beginnings, too.”

HERE COMES THE BRIDE -
The Philadelphia area braced for a bit
of snow early on Friday, January 8th
and even though the cold wave
continued, nothing at all prevented
the bride and groom from getting to
the church on time.  During the 4:30
p.m. Nuptial Mass at St. Adalbert
Church, officiated by Rev. Msgr.
Albin Grous, SOCIETY 2022's
SOPHIE E. CLARK became the wife
of Robert Wisniewski.  Before
departing for church, the Clark
residence was alive with the sound of
music.  Members of a string band
entertained while pictures were
being taken and then serenaded the
bride as she pulled away in the limo
bus.  A wedding reception was held
in Sophie and Bobby's honor at the
Rosewood Caterers and a grand time
was enjoyed by all in attendance.  The bride was radiant and the groom was
happy to have his wife by his side. CAROLYN SHIMP served as the matron
of honor and CHRISSIE OCHMANOWICZ along with Sophie’s brothers
TIMOTHY and ANTHONY CLARK, all members of SOCIETY 2022, were
among the members of the bridal party.  SOPHIE is the daughter of SOCIETY
2022's Financial Secretary, SOPHIE CLARK (Tim).  The newlyweds
honeymooned in Disney World in Orlando, Florida where every single day is
a magical day.  “Sophie and Bobby, we're wishing you a wonderful beginning
on the journey to a lifetime of love. We trust that love will be the foundation
on which you build your life together and may tender words and laughter fill
your home and keep you warm.  Congratulations!”   

CONDOLENCES - SOCIETY 2047 is saddened by
the loss of HELEN NEAL who passed away on January 7,
2010.  She was a lifelong resident of Burlington, NJ.  Helen
is survived by her children and their spouses, her
grandchildren and by her cousin, HELEN HRABOWSKI,
President of Society 2047.  Mass of Christian Burial was
celebrated at All Saints Church in Burlington, NJ.
Heartfelt sympathy is extended to the entire Neal Family
on their great loss.       

THANK YOU OH SO MUCH - Knocking on our door on January 7th was
a most welcome visitor.  Stanley Gwiazda brought in a huge bag of aluminum
tabs.  Thanks go to TERESA GWIAZDA of SOCIETY 2002 as well.  SOCIETY
2022's MICHELE SOP of Ridley Park, PA, donated over 25 storybooks for the
sick children to read at the Ronald McDonald House.  “Stanley, TERESA and
MICHELE, We appreciate your efforts and your interest in PRCUA District 3
Director Joan Zajac's aluminum tab and storybook project. Thank you not just
once or twice, thanks a million.” We are still collecting and accepting the tabs
and storybooks that are in good condition.  Your co-operation is greatly
appreciated.  

POLISH LANGUAGE CLASSES - The Winter/Spring semester Polish
Language Classes will begin on February 10, 2010 at the Polish American
Cultural Center, 308 Walnut Street in historic Philadelphia.  Two levels of the
Polish language, focusing on conversation, will be offered.  Classes will be
held on Wednesday evenings from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.  If you're interested
in enrolling, you can call for an application, Monday through Friday between
9 a.m. and 5 p.m. at 215-922-1700.   

LOVE IS IN THE AIR - Here's wishing you all things
bright and beautiful, all things warm and wonderful, tons of
joy with sprinklings of happiness and love.  Have a Happy
Valentine's Day.            

Elaine, PRCUA Philadelphia Office

Happy 1st Birthday Corson Quinn

Congratulations Sophie and Bobby Wisniewski

America Needs 15 Million Jobs!
As American consumers, we can help keep American industry secure by

buying American-made items in the U.S.A. At this point, small, medium and
large American businesses would need to create at least 15 million jobs in the
U.S.A. in order for America's employment base to return to a level of
normalcy. That can be accomplished if we get back to production basics and
bring back every level of manufacturing to ensure that every imported
product has a competitive American-made item in every American store.

It is sad for me to report that we can't find a reasonable selection of
clothing and electronic devices made in America. It is to the point that most of
what we wear every day, from shoes to hats, are foreign made. Look at the
electronics you own, from televisions to toasters, computers to radios, cell
phones to the GPS in your car - they’re all foreign made. America has become
the market place for foreign made products, rather than the manufacturing
icon it once was. Items now imported could and should also be made here!

Today, I ask that you continue to speak up about this disturbing situation
so that small, medium and large companies will see the need to return to
manufacturing competitiveness and domestic job creation in America. The
goal of the Buy American-Made Campaign is to see at least 50% of what is
available in America's stores with a Proudly Made in America label.

We all know the way manufacturing is done in 2010 is much different
than it was 30 or 40 years ago. Today, modern technology makes it possible
for people to be more productive, which will make manufacturing in the
U.S.A. competitive if businesses decide to invest in American industries once
again. With the added incentive that American consumers will go out of their
way to support American made products, the Buy American Made campaign
can become a modern day success story for businesses and workers.

Business leaders, American workers and government officials need to
testify at a public forum and then follow the plan of action they prepare,
which will save and expand job opportunities here in the U.S.A. Most of all,
we must ensure that no jobs leave America because of the cost of production.
We can't blame foreign countries for becoming manufacturing giants, but we
have to take a good look at what caused businesses to move manufacturing
out of the U.S.A. and rectify it! If everyone works together to find ways to
expand and restore manufacturing here in the U.S.A., the more than 15
million Americans seeking jobs can become part of a new employment
revolution in the U.S.A. - Michael Blichasz, Pres. Eastern PA Division PAC
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AGE
Special

Premium

Your Payment

(With Voucher)
AGE

Special

Premium

Your Payment

(With Voucher)
AGE

Special

Premium

Your Payment

(With Voucher)

0 - - 31 807$                  747$               62 2,305$               2,245$            

1 - - 32 835$                  775$               63 2,381$               2,321$            

2 - - 33 864$                  804$               64 2,458$               2,398$            

3 - - 34 895$                  835$               65 2,537$               2,477$            

4 - - 35 927$                  867$               66 2,616$               2,556$            

5 - - 36 960$                  900$               67 2,697$               2,637$            

6 - - 37 995$                  935$               68 2,780$               2,720$            

7 - - 38 1,030$               970$               69 2,857$               2,797$            

8 - - 39 1,067$               1,007$            70 2,930$               2,870$            

9 - - 40 1,105$               1,045$            71 3,004$               2,944$            

10 - - 41 1,144$               1,084$            72 3,078$               3,018$            

11 - - 42 1,185$               1,125$            73 3,152$               3,092$            

12 - - 43 1,226$               1,166$            74 3,227$               3,167$            

13 - - 44 1,269$               1,209$            75 3,302$               3,242$            

14 - - 45 1,313$               1,253$            76 3,377$               3,317$            

15 46 1 358$ 1 298$ 77 3 453$ 3 393$

$5,000 INSURANCE  -  FEMALE

15 - - 46 1,358$              1,298$           77 3,453$               3,393$           

16 501$                  441$               47 1,405$               1,345$            78 3,528$               3,468$            

17 516$                  456$               48 1,453$               1,393$            79 3,603$               3,543$            

18 532$                  472$               49 1,503$               1,443$            80 3,678$               3,618$            

19 548$                  488$               50 1,555$               1,495$            81 3,753$               3,693$            

20 565$                  505$               51 1,608$               1,548$            82 3,826$               3,766$            

21 582$                  522$               52 1,662$               1,602$            83 3,897$               3,837$            

22 600$                  540$               53 1,718$               1,658$            84 3,966$               3,906$            

23 619$                  559$               54 1,776$               1,716$            85 4,033$               3,973$            

24 639$                  579$               55 1,835$               1,775$            86 4,098$               4,038$            

25 660$                  600$               56 1,896$               1,836$            87 4,163$               4,103$            

26 682$                  622$               57 1,959$               1,899$            88 4,224$               4,164$            

27 705$                  645$               58 2,023$               1,963$            89 4,281$               4,221$            

28 729$                  669$               59 2,090$               2,030$            90 4,335$               4,275$            

29 754$                  694$               60 2,160$               2,100$            

30 780$                  720$               61 2,231$               2,171$            
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PRCUA 60TH
CONVENTION

SPECIAL
Single Premium

Whole Life Insurance Plan
Dividend Participating

The Special Premium amounts listed to the right and on
page 13 are for the 60th Convention Special! Cut out and use
the $60 voucher below to reduce the cost of your premium.
Find your current age and go across to the  “Your Payment”
column to find the premium amount with the voucher. This
is a Single Premium Whole Life Plan and it contains cash
values. The initial death benefit remains level for the life of
the certificate. This plan is Dividend Participating.

To apply, please follow these 3 easy steps: 
1. Choose whether you want $5,000 or $10,000 of life
insurance. Find your gender and age on the rate charts to the
right or on page 13 to determine your premium. 
2. Go to the PRCUA website at:
www.prcua.org/go/specials. Download, print and fill out the
life insurance application designated for the state in which
you reside. Or you can obtain an application by calling your
local PRCUA deputy/sales representative or one of the four
PRCUA offices listed below.
3. Write out a check made payable to PRCUA for the
premium and send it, together with your completed
application and the 60th Convention Special voucher, to: 

Sales & Marketing Department
PRCUA

984 N Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642-4101 

Philadelphia -
215-425-3807 or
Toll-Free 1-800-
558-8792

Ohio - 
(216) 883-3131
or Toll-Free 
1-800-318-8234 

Wisconsin - 
414-281-6281 or
Toll-Free 
1-877-690-5827

Please cut out
the voucher  to
the left 
and mail it 
with your
application 
and a check
for the first
year’s
premium. 

Final 
approval is
subject to
PRCUA’s
underwriting
process. 

AGE
Special

Premium

Your Payment

(With Voucher)
AGE

Special

Premium

Your Payment

(With Voucher)
AGE

Special

Premium

Your Payment

(With Voucher)

0 - - 31 939$                  879$               62 2,657$               2,597$            

1 - - 32 973$                  913$               63 2,730$               2,670$            

2 - - 33 1,008$               948$               64 2,803$               2,743$            

3 - - 34 1,044$               984$               65 2,877$               2,817$            

4 - - 35 1,082$               1,022$            66 2,950$               2,890$            

5 - - 36 1,122$               1,062$            67 3,025$               2,965$            

6 - - 37 1,163$               1,103$            68 3,100$               3,040$            

7 - - 38 1,205$               1,145$            69 3,175$               3,115$            

8 - - 39 1,249$               1,189$            70 3,252$               3,192$            

9 - - 40 1,294$               1,234$            71 3,329$               3,269$            

10 - - 41 1,341$               1,281$            72 3,407$               3,347$            

11 - - 42 1,389$               1,329$            73 3,483$               3,423$            

12 - - 43 1,439$               1,379$            74 3,559$               3,499$            

13 - - 44 1,490$               1,430$            75 3,635$               3,575$            

14 - - 45 1,543$               1,483$            76 3,710$               3,650$            

15 46 1 597$ 1 537$ 77 3 785$ 3 725$

$5,000 INSURANCE  -  MALE

15 - - 46 1,597$              1,537$           77 3,785$               3,725$           

16 596$                  536$               47 1,653$               1,593$            78 3,859$               3,799$            

17 613$                  553$               48 1,711$               1,651$            79 3,932$               3,872$            

18 630$                  570$               49 1,770$               1,710$            80 4,002$               3,942$            

19 647$                  587$               50 1,830$               1,770$            81 4,070$               4,010$            

20 665$                  605$               51 1,893$               1,833$            82 4,136$               4,076$            

21 684$                  624$               52 1,957$               1,897$            83 4,198$               4,138$            

22 703$                  643$               53 2,022$               1,962$            84 4,257$               4,197$            

23 724$                  664$               54 2,089$               2,029$            85 4,313$               4,253$            

24 746$                  686$               55 2,157$               2,097$            86 4,365$               4,305$            

25 769$                  709$               56 2,226$               2,166$            87 4,415$               4,355$            

26 794$                  734$               57 2,296$               2,236$            88 4,463$               4,403$            

27 820$                  760$               58 2,367$               2,307$            89 4,510$               4,450$            

28 848$                  788$               59 2,440$               2,380$            90 4,556$               4,496$            

29 877$                  817$               60 2,513$               2,453$            

30 907$                  847$               61 2,584$               2,524$            
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Save $60.00 Right Now!

See rate charts for $10,000 of life insurance on page 13.



today's youth and this dream lives on, 38 years later, through all the
dedication of everyone who made the 2010 Cinderella-Prince Charming
Ball such an exquisite night to remember. Thank you to everyone who
took part in making the Ball an elegant and enjoyable experience.

Outgoing 2009 Cinderella Natalia Anna Paprocki of Bridgeview, IL,
15, is the daughter of Danuta and the late Richard Paprocki.  She is a
sophomore at Argo Community HS. She danced with Southwest Center
of Polish Dancing (SWCPD), is in Maria Konopnicka Polish High School
(MKPHS) and a member of Wesoly Lud. 

Outgoing 2009 Prince Charming Matthew Skrzypiec, 16, of Orland
Park, IL is the son of Gregory and Barbara Skrzypiec and a junior at
Lockport Twp. HS. His father was Prince in 1984 and his mother was a
Candidate. He danced with SWCPD and Polanie Dancers. 

2010 Cinderella Maria Tkacz, 17, of Chicago, IL is the daughter of
Andrzej and Joanna Tkacz and a senior at Whitney M. Young Magnet
HS, where she is on the high honor roll and in the National Honor
Society. Maria is President of the Polish Club, a member of the Book
Club, Build On, and Habitat for Humanity. She plans to attend college
and major in Biology. She is a graduate of the Henryk Sienkiewicz
Polish High School, danced with SWCPD and has been a member of the
Wesoly Lud. 

2010 Prince Charming Marcin Burdzy, 14, of Chicago, IL is the son of
Marek and Elzbieta Burdzy and a freshman at Jones College Prep HS where
he is on the honor roll. He plays the piano in the school orchestra and is in his
final year at the St. Blaze Polish Grammar School. He attended SWCPD and is
a member of the PRCUA Wesoly Lud. 

Other Candidates included: 2010 First Runner-Up Cynthia Avila, 15, of
Chicago, IL is the daughter of Salvador and Halina Avila and a sophomore at
Francis W. Parker School. She attended SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud.
Kathryn Avila, 17, of Chicago, IL is the daughter of Salvador and Halina
Avila and a senior at Francis W. Parker School. She danced at SWCPD and is
in Wesoly Lud. Natalia Balenda, 14, of Oak Lawn, IL is the daughter of
Boguslaw and Teresa Balenda and a freshman at Oak Lawn Community HS.
She attends MKPHS, danced at SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud. Katherine
Bialas, 16, of Oak Lawn, IL is the daughter of Lucyna and the late Krzysztof
Bialas. She is a sophomore at Oak Lawn Community HS and attends MKPHS,
danced with SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud. Jaclyn Chojna, 16, of Orland
Park, IL is the daughter of Wesley and Dorothy Chojna and a sophomore at
Carl Sandburg HS. She attended the Henryk Sienkiewicz Polish Grammar
School (KSPGS) and SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud. Camilla Chorzepa, 17, of
Burbank, IL is the daughter of Piotr and Halina Chorzepa and a senior at
Queen of Peace HS. She graduated from MKPHS, danced with SWCPD and is
in  Wesoly Lud. Danielle Crouchelli, 17, of Burr Ridge, IL is the daughter of
Michael and Veronica Crouchelli and a senior at Lyons Twp. HS. She
attended MKPHS, SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud. Morgan Damiecki, 16, of
Chicago, IL is the daughter of Bozena Damiecki and a junior at Whitney
Young Magnet HS. She is a graduate of MKPHS, danced with SWCPD and is
in Wesoly Lud. Anna Dron, 17, of Summit, IL is the daughter of Stanislaw
and Maria Dron and a senior at Queen of Peace HS. She danced at Hickory
Hills Park District and Anna is a graduate of the MKPHS. Victoria Gavaghan,
16, of Orland Park, IL is the daughter of Brian and Irena Gavaghan and a
junior at Carl Sandburg HS. She attends John Paul II Polish High School
(JP2PHS), danced with SWCPD, Polanie Dancers and is in Wesoly Lud.
Joanna Gorczyca, 15, of Homer Glen, IL is the daughter of Kazimierz and
Ewa Gorczyca and a sophomore at Lockport Twp. HS. She is a graduate of
MKPHS, attended SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud. Bernadette Grabowski, 14,
of Munster, IN is the daughter of Konrad and Elizabeth Grabowski and a
freshman at Munster HS. She attends Rafal Kalinowski Polish School (RKPS)
and has danced with the school's Slask Dancers. Kamelia Habina, 17, of
Worth, IL is the daughter of Zbigniew and Malgorzata Habina and a senior at
Amos Alonzo Stagg HS. She is a graduate of MKPHS, danced with Polanie
Dancers, SWCPD, and is in Wesoly Lud. Aleksandra Herdzik, 16, of Hickory
Hills, IL is the daughter of Anna and the late Zbigniew Herdzik and a
sophomore at Amos Alonzo Stagg HS. She attends MKPHS, attended SWCPD
and is in Wesoly Lud. Magdalena Hodurek, 15, of Lemont, IL is the daughter
of Krzysztof and Stanislawa Hodurek and a sophomore at Lemont HS. She
attends JP2PHS and danced with Polanie Dancers, Mountain Eagle Góralski
Group and is in Wesoly Lud. Natalia Hodurek, 17, of Lemont, IL is the
daughter of Krzysztof and Stanislawa Hodurek and a junior at Lemont HS.
She attends JP2PHS, danced with Polanie Dancers and Mountain Eagle
Góralski Group and is in Wesoly Lud. Sylvia Kupiec, 14, of Chicago, IL is
daughter of Tadeusz and Barbara Kupiec and a sophomore at Queen of Peace
HS. She is a graduate of MKPHS, danced at SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud.
2nd Runner-Up Monica Marszalik, 16, of Romeoville, IL is the daughter of
Janusz and Elzbieta Marszalik and a junior at Plainfield East HS. She attends
JP2PHS, danced with Polanie Dancers and Kolko Plastyczne and is in Wesoly
Lud. Ursula Marszalik, 16, of Romeoville, IL is the daughter of Janusz and
Elzbieta Marszalik and a junior at Plainfield East HS. She attends JP2PHS,
danced with Polanie Dancers and Kolko Plastyczne and is in Wesoly Lud.
Nicole Mielnicki, 15, of Munster, IN is the daughter of Michael and Joanna
Mielnicki and a freshman at Munster HS. She attended RKPS and danced
with its Slask Dancers. Evelina Pabijanski, 14, of Burr Ridge, IL is the
daughter of Henryk and Danuta Pabijanski and a freshman at Hinsdale South
HS. She attends Pralat Stanislaw Cholewinski Polish Grammar School,
danced at SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud. Kimberly Skrzypiec, 15, of Orland
Park, IL is the daughter of Gregory and Barbara               (Continued on page 12)

The M. Konopnicka Adult Culture Group of
the PRCUA held its annual Cinderella-Prince
Charming Ball at the Lexington House in Hickory Hills, IL, on November 21,
2009. This elegant event has been a time honored tradition for over 38 years, and
this year brought the presentation of 42 Candidates and the attendance of over
500 guests. The energy and excitement of the evening was felt from the moment
one stepped through the doors of the Lexington House. The Candidates could
not wait for the evening to begin.

The Emcees, Danielle Kroplewski and Tom Frankowicz, officially began the
lovely evening by welcoming guests to the Ball. This was followed by the
promenade of the PRCUA Officers and Directors, M. Konopnicka Adult Culture
Group Officers and members, His Excellency Bishop Thomas Paprocki,
Auxiliary Bishop of the Chicago Archdiocese,  Rev. Wojciech Baryski, S. Ch.,
Candidates, Past Candidates, and the 2009 Cinderella Natalie Paprocki and 2009
Prince Charming Matthew Skrzypiec.  

As is the tradition at Polish Balls, the Ball was opened with the Candidates
dancing a graceful Polonaise. After this, Renee Bober led the singing of the
Polish and American National Anthems. The 2009 royal couple then gave their
greetings and farewell addresses, followed by Bishop Paprocki giving the
Invocation and Edward Muszalski, President of the M. Konopnicka Adult
Culture Group, proposing a toast.

After enjoying a delicious dinner, Rev. Wojciech Baryski, S. Ch., Pastor of
Five Holy Martyrs Parish, gave the Benediction. The program began with the
traditional presentation of the Candidates. As the Candidates were individually
presented by their parents, 2008 Cinderella Elizabeth Kopinski and 2008 Prince
Charming David Lyzbicki shared the Candidates' accomplishments with all.
Many of the Candidates are honor students, active members of various school
organizations and sports teams. In their biographies, Candidates were proud to
note their affiliation with PRCUA dance groups and Polish schools. All
candidates are PRCUA members and excellent representatives of their Polish-
American heritage. 

After the presentation, the handsomely attired young men in black tuxedos
and young women, dressed in white floor-length gowns, danced a beautiful
waltz choreographed by Misia Jaminski with musical arrangements by Richard
Jaminski. The audience watched in amazement as the 42 candidates glided
across the floor, making intricate patterns with their movements. The dancers
were flawless and the choreography breathtaking. The maturity and grace that
these Candidates showed was awesome. The M. Konopnicka Adult Culture
Group, which hosts the Ball each year, was very honored to see that the
maturity, dedication, confidence and friendships developed during the
preparation for the Ball showed throughout the evening. 

The highlight of the Ball was the drawing of the new Cinderella and Prince
Charming. This was the first year when 2nd Runner-Up for Cinderella and
Prince Charming were chosen, as well as 1st Runner-Ups, which enabled the M.
Konopnicka Adult Culture Group to give larger scholarships to two additional
Candidates. Bishop Thomas Paprocki blessed the crowns and the lottery
drawing for the winners was conducted by the National President of PRCUA,
Wallace M. Ozog, and Resident Vice President of PRCUA, Anna Sokolowski. 

The 2nd Runner-Ups for 2010 are Monica Marszalik and Christopher
Gumienny; the 1st Runners-Up are Cynthia Avila and Daniel Skiwrut and
PRCUA's new royal couple for 2010 are Cinderella Maria Alexandra Tkacz and
Prince Charming Marcin Mark Burdzy. 

The 2010 royal couple made their promenade. Then each of the Candidates
danced a waltz with one of their parents - creating a heartfelt memory that will
last for their lifetime. The Ball continued with dancing and photo sessions.

Cinderella and Prince Charming, the Runner-Ups and each of the
Candidates receive scholarships in varying amounts from the PRCUA M.
Konopnicka Adult Culture Group. Funds for these scholarships are provided
from monies raised through the Ball and their Annual Fashion Show, which will
be held this year on March 7, 2010 (See page 2 for more details.) Cinderella and
Prince Charming received the largest scholarships and they will represent the
PRCUA at various Polish-American events throughout the year. If they are not
available to perform their duties, the Runner-Ups are called upon to stand in for
them. Congratulations are extended to all of the Candidates and their parents for
participating in a wonderful tradition and memorable evening. 

The foundress of the Ball was the late Regina Ocwieja, Past Resident Vice
President of the PRCUA. It was her dream to promote Polish heritage among
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2010 Prince Charming Marcin Burdzy 
and Cinderella Maria Tkacz
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Outgoing 2009 Cinderella Natalia
Paprocki and Prince Matthew Skrzypiec

Danielle Crouchelli, Christopher Zawora

Gabriela Wnek, Kristopher LyzbickiMonica Marszalik,
Bartholomew Grabowski

Paulina Zdanowicz, Christopher Gumienny, 
Victoria Gavaghan

Cynthia Avila, Paul Cwyl, Morgan Damiecki

Deanna Crouchelli (Escort), Daniel Bugajski, Natalia Balenda

Nicole Mielnicki, Robert Bukowski, Evelina Pabijanski

Sylvia Kupiec, Marcin Burdzy, Kimberly SkrzypiecVictoria Zupnik, David Bialas, Aleksandra (Ola) Herdzik Camilla Chorzepa, Alexander Tokarski, Joanna Gorczyca

Maria Tkacz, Kamil Rozwadowski, Kamelia Habina Anna Dron, David Pietraszek, Natalia Hodurek

Jaclyn Chojna, Timothy Eckert, Magdalena HodurekBernadette Grabowski, Alexander Hejna, Katherine Bialas

Ursula Marszalik, Daniel SkiwrutKathryn Avila, David Skiwrut
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Cinderella - Prince Charming Ball
(Continued from page 10) Skrzypiec and a freshman at Lockport

Twp. HS. She danced with SWCPD, Polanie Dancers and
Kalejdoskop Dancers. Gabriela Wnek, 16, of Plainfield, IL is
the daughter of Stanislaw and Maria Wnek and a junior at
Plainfield South HS. She attends HSPHS, danced with
SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud. Paulina Zdanowicz, 15, of
Lemont, IL is the daughter of Wojciech and Joanna
Zdanowicz and a sophomore at Lemont HS. She attends
JP2HS, danced with Polanie Dancers and is in the
Kalejdoskop Dance Group. Victoria Zupnik, 17, of Downers
Grove, IL is the daughter of Christopher and Ursula Zupnik
and a junior at Downers Grove South HS. She graduated
from the JP2PGS and danced with the Polanie Dancers.

Male Candidates were: David Biala, 14, of Oak Lawn,
IL is the son of Lucyna and the late Krzysztof Bialas and a
freshman at Oak Lawn Comm. HS. He attends MKPHS,
danced with SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud. Daniel

Bugajski, 14, of Bridgeview, IL is the son of Janusz and Maria Bugajski and a freshman at Argo
Comm. HS. He attends MKPHS, dances with SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud. Robert Bukowski,
16, of Chicago, IL is the son of Andrzej Bukowski and Mary Bukowski and a junior at Brother
Rice HS. He belongs to the Varsity Water Polo Team, Croatian Club and the Fishing Club.  Paul
Cwyl, 14, of Orland Park, IL is the son of Robert and Renata Cwyl and a freshman at Carl
Sandburg HS. He graduated from the Jan Brzechwa Polish Grammar School, danced with
Polanie Dancers and is in the Kalejdoskop Dance Group. Timothy Eckert, 15, of Aurora, IL is
the son of Thomas and Barbara Eckert and a freshman at Waubonsie Valley HS. His mother was
a Candidate. Tim graduated from JP2GS, danced with Polanie Dancers and is in  the
Kalejdoskop Dance Group. Bartholomew Grabowski, 16, of Munster, IN is the son of Konrad
and Elizabeth Grabowski and a sophomore at Munster HS. He attended RKPS and was a
member of its Slask Dancers. 2nd Runner-Up Christopher Gumienny, 15, of Chicago, IL is the
son of Eugene and Anna Gumienny and a sophomore at Jones College Prep HS. He attends
MKPHS, danced with SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud.
Alexander Hejna, 18, of Orland Park, IL is the son of
Tadeusz and Lucyna Hejna and a senior at Carl Sandburg
HS. He attended the JP2PS in Lemont. Kristopher Lyzbicki,
17, of Berwyn, IL, is the son of Lucy Lyzbicki and Patrick
Lyzbicki and a senior at Morton West HS. He graduated
from the HSPLGS, attended SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud.
David Pietraszek, 16, of Crown Point, IN is the son of
Barbara Pietraszek and a junior at Andrean HS. He has been
a member of the Slask Dancers. Kamil Rozwadowski, 15, of
Romeoville, IL is the son of Andrzej and Krystyna
Rozwadowski and a sophomore at Romeoville HS. He
attends JP2HS, danced with Polanie Dancers and is in
Wesoly Lud. 1st Runner-Up Daniel Skiwrut, 17, of Palos
Park, IL is the son of Jerzy and Danuta Skiwrut and a senior
at Amos Alonzo Stagg HS. He attended St. Fabian Polish
Language School, danced at SWCPD and is in Wesoly Lud.
David Skiwrut, 15, of Palos Park, IL is the son of Jerzy and Danuta Skiwrut and a sophomore at
Amos Alonzo Stagg HS. He attended St. Fabian Polish School, danced at SWCPD and is in
Wesoly Lud. Alexander Tokarski, 15, of Orland Park, IL is the son of Andrew Tokarski and
Christine Toczek and a sophomore at Carl Sandburg HS. He attended SWCPD for one year.
Christopher Zawora,15, of Chicago, IL is the son of John and Bonnie Zawora and a sophomore
at Whitney Young Magnet HS. His mother was Cinderella of 1975. He attended SWCPD and is
in Wesoly Lud. Written by Elizabeth Dynowski
(See additional photos at www.prcua.org, News and Events,
Cinderella-Prince Charming Ball)

Thank YThank You to PRCUAou to PRCUA
Education Fund DonorsEducation Fund Donors

The following generous people gave to the PRCUA
Education Fund Christmas Campaign which brought in a
total of $3,905: 

Agnes W. Ozog, Evergreen, CO, 
(In memory of Dr. Frank Ozog)

Edward J. Yorina (Soc. #680), W. Wyoming, PA,
(In memory of M/M Martin Kaplinski)

Michaeline Drust, Chicago, IL
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Ozog, Lemont, IL, 

(In memory of Edmund Iwanski)
John & Stella Olender (Cragin-Hanson), Chicago, IL
Bernard A. Naborowski, Buffalo Grove, IL
Chet Schafer, Chicago, IL, (In memory of Dolores Schafer)
Cisley Celmer, Chicago, IL
George L. Morgan, San Jacinto, CA
Kenneth P. Gill, Chicago, IL, 

(In memory of Marlene Wilczynski Gill)
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bielenda, Redford, MI, 

(In memory of Sr. Mary Mikula, FSSJ, 
Linda McIntyre, John Bak)

Edmund Lewandowski, Duquesne, PA, 
(In memory of Blanche L. Lewandowski)

Walter Dynowski, Orland Park, IL
Irene S. Szlenk, Lombard, IL
Robert Michalski, Redmond, WA, 

(In memory of Mr. & Mrs. Edmund Michalski)
Patricia A. Luzynski, Clinton Twp., MI, 

(In memory of Donald A. Luzynski)
William Nowakowski & Mary Turkiewicz, Buffalo, NY, 

(In memory of Stanley Turkiewicz)
Mark & Pat Cwiek, Mt. Pleasant, MI, 

(In memory of Mitchell S. Cwiek)
Roger Wodkowski, Trenton, MI
Jeffrey Jaworski, Macomb, MI, 

(In memory of Kenneth Jaworski)
Alliance of Poles #159, Clinton Twp., MI, 

(In honor of Alliance of Poles #159 PRCUA)
PRCUA Society #286, Avon, CT, 

(In memory of Society Members)
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Zuback, Chicago, IL
Thomas & Charlene Zabek, St. Johnsbury, VT
United Polish Club, Elyria, OH
Dr. & Mrs. Theodore Compall, Chicago, IL
Mr. & Mrs. Bernard Ciarkowski, Sterling Hts., MI
Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Ozog, Lemont, IL, 

(In memory of Renee Lameka and Sabina
Logisz family)

Mr. & Mrs. Michael Obloy, Rochester Hills, MI
James E. Janusz, Lansing, IL
Olga Kaszewicz, Schaumburg, IL
Maribeth Gaughan, Naperville, IL

The following made donations in October and November
for a total of $360:

Mr. & Mrs. Wallace Ozog, Lemont, IL, 
(In memory of Marlene Gill)

Felicia Krupinski, Wood Dale, IL
PRCUA Fr. Al's Society #1493, Lincoln Park, MI
Chester Sawko, Glendale Hts., IL
Mr. & Mrs. Robert Bielenda, Redford, MI, 

(In memory of Cassie Lubiarz, Gene
Paja, Leo Snage, Len Nega & Stanley Paputa)

Renee Lameka, Placitas, New Mexico

2010 1st Runner-Ups Cynthia Avila 
and Daniel Skiwrut

2010 2nd Runner-Ups Monica Marszalik 
and Christopher Gumienny

(Above) 
(Seated, l-r) Rev. Wojciech Baryski, S. Ch. ,

PRCUA First Lady Joann Ozog, PRCUA
Pres. Wallace Ozog, Most Reverend Bishop

Thomas Paprocki; (standing, l-r) Rev. Joseph
Zuziak of the Salvatorian Fathers in

Merrillville, IN, Mark Sokolowski, PRCUA
Res. VP Anna Sokolowski, Past National Dir.

Barbara Rustik and National Director of
District 8 James Rustik

(Left) 
2010 Cinderella and Prince Charming and

Runner-Ups with members of the M.
Konopnicka Adult Culture Group and Emcees

Danielle Kroplewski and Tom Frankowicz,
Choreographer Misia Jaminski and Music

Coordinator Richard Jaminski

Paczki Ball
On Saturday, February 13 from 7 to 11 p.m., a Doughnut

Dance - Paczkowi Ball will be held at St. Andrew’s Parish
Gym, 156th and Freeland, Calumet City, IL featuring music by
Gerry Tarka’s Midwest Sounds. Advance tickets are $8 and
can be bought at the rectory; tickets at the door are $10. The
PRCUA Syrena Dance Group from District #9 will perform
and there will be plenty of Polish food and paczki available. 



s February Saints s

As the New Year becomes a little
less new and we all settle into 2010,
the unfolding calendar brings us to
the month of February, which, if we
are attentive to the Church’s liturgical
calendar, contains observance of
many feast days which offer much
food for thought.

Right at the beginning is the Feast
of St. Blase on the 3rd. A bishop and
martyr of antiquity, St. Blase has been
one of the most popularly celebrated
saints since the Middle Ages, largely
due to his being the patron invokes
against all ailments of the throat. The
candles blessed the day before on the
Feast of the Presentation of the Lord
are crossed, bound with red ribbon, and used to invoke
throat blessing through his intercession for the many who
make it an annual event to come to Church and receive this
special blessing on this day.

February 6th is the Feast of St. Paul Miki and his
companions, the missionary martyrs of Japan from the late
1500s. They were diligent in introducing Christianity to
that island nation. During the persecution, which led to
their martyrdom and for 400 years afterward, there was no
official Church presence in Japan. However, when the
country was subsequently opened up, new missionaries
found entire villages and populations still
Christian…without priests or nuns or schools or hospitals.
They simply passed the Faith along themselves, having a
three-question quiz for the newcomers to test their
authenticity: 1) Are you married? 2) Do you fast? 3) Do you
honor the great Mother of God, Mary? Each year gives me a
new opportunity to wonder if we would survive and what
our quiz to others might be.  

February 14th celebrates St. Valentine’s Day as well as
the Feast of Saints Cyril and Methodius, the Apostles to the
Slavs. Culturally, St. Valentine’s Day has become more and
more just plain “Valentine’s Day” yet it is based on the
Bishop and Martyr who is the patron of those seeking
success and fulfillment in relationships and love- certainly
a perennially relevant thing!  This is one day where a
Church observance has thoroughly permeated the popular
culture – so remember your “Valentine” on the 14th! 

SS. Cyril and Methodius, who lived in the 800s, are
responsible for spreading the faith among the Slavic
peoples. They even developed the Cyrillic alphabet still in
use in Russia and other Slavic countries. They were brilliant
in their ability to adapt culture and language with the Faith
resulting in the staunch observance still evident in the
Eastern Churches. They were esteemed by our late, great
Holy Father, Pope John Paul II, who named them co-
patrons of Europe and wrote an encyclical letter on their
significance, Slavorum Apostoli.

Our last feast to be reviewed is that of the Chair of St.
Peter on the 22nd. It commemorates St. Peter in his role as
Bishop of Rome, noting how every diocesan bishop has in
their Cathedral church a Cathedra, or bishop’s chair, of their
own. All gathered together, they with their people form the
Church and this feast is a sign of the unity of the faith
throughout the world centered on the person of the Holy
Father, who like St. Peter, is charged with building up the
faith of his brothers and sisters everywhere. 

February also ushers in the Lenten Season beginning
on Ash Wednesday, February 17th. The March article will
address the topic of this important spiritual season, but in
the mean time, celebrate the Saints of February!  
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By Fr. Eric Orzech
St. Bernadette Parish

Westlake, Ohio

AGE
Special

Premium

Your Payment

(With Voucher)
AGE

Special

Premium

Your Payment

(With Voucher)
AGE

Special

Premium

Your Payment

(With Voucher)

0 580$                  520$               31 1,514$               1,454$            62 4,511$               4,451$            

1 580$                  520$               32 1,570$               1,510$            63 4,662$               4,602$            

2 594$                  534$               33 1,629$               1,569$            64 4,817$               4,757$            

3 609$                  549$               34 1,690$               1,630$            65 4,974$               4,914$            

4 625$                  565$               35 1,754$               1,694$            66 5,133$               5,073$            

5 642$                  582$               36 1,821$               1,761$            67 5,295$               5,235$            

6 660$                  600$               37 1,890$               1,830$            68 5,460$               5,400$            

7 679$                  619$               38 1,961$               1,901$            69 5,615$               5,555$            

8 699$                  639$               39 2,035$               1,975$            70 5,761$               5,701$            

9 721$                  661$               40 2,111$               2,051$            71 5,908$               5,848$            

10 744$                  684$               41 2,189$               2,129$            72 6,056$               5,996$            

11 768$                  708$               42 2,270$               2,210$            73 6,205$               6,145$            

12 793$                  733$               43 2,353$               2,293$            74 6,355$               6,295$            

13 819$                  759$               44 2,438$               2,378$            75 6,505$               6,445$            

14 846$                  786$               45 2,526$               2,466$            76 6,655$               6,595$            

15 874$ 814$ 46 2 617$ 2 557$ 77 6 806$ 6 746$

$10,000 INSURANCE  -  FEMALE

15 874$                  814$               46 2,617$              2,557$           77 6,806$               6,746$           

16 903$                  843$               47 2,711$               2,651$            78 6,956$               6,896$            

17 933$                  873$               48 2,807$               2,747$            79 7,106$               7,046$            

18 964$                  904$               49 2,907$               2,847$            80 7,257$               7,197$            

19 996$                  936$               50 3,010$               2,950$            81 7,406$               7,346$            

20 1,030$               970$               51 3,116$               3,056$            82 7,552$               7,492$            

21 1,065$               1,005$            52 3,225$               3,165$            83 7,694$               7,634$            

22 1,101$               1,041$            53 3,337$               3,277$            84 7,832$               7,772$            

23 1,139$               1,079$            54 3,453$               3,393$            85 7,967$               7,907$            

24 1,179$               1,119$            55 3,571$               3,511$            86 8,097$               8,037$            

25 1,221$               1,161$            56 3,692$               3,632$            87 8,227$               8,167$            

26 1,265$               1,205$            57 3,818$               3,758$            88 8,349$               8,289$            

27 1,310$               1,250$            58 3,947$               3,887$            89 8,463$               8,403$            

28 1,358$               1,298$            59 4,081$               4,021$            90 8,571$               8,511$            

29 1,408$               1,348$            60 4,220$               4,160$            

30 1,460$               1,400$            61 4,363$               4,303$            
Copyright © 2009 Polish Roman Catholic Union of America • All Rights Reserved Form R012-60.10F

Save $60.00 Right Now!
See life insurance plan details and rates for $5,000 on page 9.

Happy

St. VValentine’s

Day tto AAll!  
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HENRYK SIENKIEWICZ POLISH
SCHOOL JOINT OPLATEK

Henryk Sienkiewicz Polish School joined forces with
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish School of Religion to present
a wonderful Polish Christmas program, called "oplatek," on
Saturday, January 9, 2010.

The parish auditorium was fully packed with parishioners,
family and parents of the performers. On each table there were
beautiful candle arrangements, with fresh greenery, small
disposable plates and cups, together with bottles of soft drinks.

The entire left half of the stage was set with a huge cave
that looked extremely realistic. Inside the cave was a life-size
mannequin of an angel, who was rocking a manger-like cradle.
From the ceiling of the auditorium were suspended large
illuminated stars. The entire effect was very striking.

Children entered the stage, filling it to capacity. There were
gorgeously attired angels, shepherds, Wise Men, and many
youths in Polish costume, including Krakowiaki, Gorale and
Lowiczanki. Angels were dressed in long flowing gowns with
a halo floating above their heads. Another group of children
was also dressed in white flowing robes, but they had
sparkling and glittering rays emanating from metallic wreaths
on their heads, representing the star of Bethlehem that lead the
Wise Men to the manger. And, of course, Mary and Joseph
were represented by two children.

The Rev. Fr. Andrzej Knapik, Associate Pastor of
Immaculate Heart of Mary Church, opened the program with a
prayer and then welcomed all guests, especially the pastor of
the church, the Rev. Fr. Ralph Hudak. "Let this evening," he
continued, "be a two-fold celebration, one of sharing the
traditional Polish oplatek, and the other socializing among our
common community of faith."

The program continued with the children alternating
recitations of Christmas-themed poetry with Polish Christmas
carols, both religious and pastoral. The children, in small
groups, recited verses related to their costumes. For example,
children dressed as angels brought to mind the holy angels
that announced the birth of Christ. Shepherds told of finding
the child Jesus in the manger. The Three Kings, each dressed in
flowing robe, glistening crown, carrying a gift, spoke of the
symbolism of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And the stars of
Bethlehem spoke of guiding the Wise Men to the Christ Child.

The verses
were very
t o u c h i n g
renditions of
the love
shared by the
c o m m u n i t y
for the baby
J e s u s .
T r a d i t i o n a l

carols were
performed with solemnity and dignity, while contemporary
songs contained cheerful, happy and joyous rhythms. 

An impressive closing of the program was a stately
performance of the Polonaise by the Piast Polish Dance and
Song Ensemble from the PRCUA. They deftly danced to the
strains of patriotic music of the closing scene of the film
version of Adam Mickiewicz's Pan Tadeusz. The crowd gave a
rousing round of applause with a standing ovation.

Fr. Knapik concluded the stage program by thanking all
participants, especially the children, teachers and parents for
their hard work and dedication to keeping alive the Polish

Christmas customs and traditions. His final message was, "Love God - Love each other."
Following the reading of the Gospel of St. Luke, Fr. Knapik invited everyone to share their
oplatek, and to enjoy the repast prepared for them.

To everyone's surprise, a huge assortment of delicious open-face Polish sandwiches was
presented at each table. The tasty "kanapki," as they are called in Polish, were made of fresh rye
bread with butter, ham, cheese, egg slice, dill pickle, pimento for color and a sprig of dill. Plates
of fresh pastry were then served, along with hot coffee. Everyone had their fill, as they relaxed
and enjoyed conversation with long-time acquaintances, as well as newfound friends.

The stage production was organized by Agnieszka Kotlarsic, assisted by Malgorzata Kacki,
Ewa Wiechec, Andrzej Gutowski and Grazyna Siwik. Congratulations from the PRCUA to all.
The program was a complete success and was well received by all guests.

By Mitchell Bienia, Director, District #5, PRCUA
Photos by Henryk Kacki.

SOCIETY 2220 NEWS
On Sunday, January 17, Henryk Sienkiewicz

Society 2220  held its annual meeting at the Ohio
Office of the PRCUA. The usual business was
conducted. Current member count of Society
2220 is 1,217, making it one of the largest
societies in the PRCUA.

Officers from 2009 were reelected for the
coming year, with the exception of John
Szleszynski, who declined to accept the position
of auditor. Officers for 2010 are John Borkowski,

president; Mitchell Bienia, vice-president;
Mieczyslaw Janczura, recording secreatary;
Cecylia Dyczko, financial secretary/treasurer;
Ligia Borkowski and Stanley Rejnis, audit
committee.

A raffle was conducted, with the proceeds designated to be donated to the "Kasia Fund."
Kasia is a teenage flutist who lives in Poland and had a tragic accident. While strolling outdoors
with her friends, she came into contact with a wire fence that was not properly grounded.
Electric current was racing through the fence, and as Kasia touched it, the current destroyed
both her arms, and one leg. Her recovery will be long, painful and expensive. The Society also
made a donation to "Piast Polish Folk Dance Ensemble."

All officers were sworn-in by Joseph A. Lecznar, president of PRCUA Society 2109. 
Following the meeting Ligia Borkowski and Cecyli Dyczko served a delicious lunch.

Thanks for a wonderful lunch to our two gourmet chefs, Ligia and Cecylia.
By Mitchell Bienia, Director, District # 5, PRCUA

Photos by Andrzej Mirecki

(L-r) Vice President Mitchell Bienia, President John
Borkowski, Treasurer Cecylia Dyczko 

and Mieczyslaw Janczura, Recording Secretary
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KALENDARZ
na LUTY i MARZEC

Zabawa - Szko³a Polska im. œw. Rafa³a Kalinowskiego zaprasza
na zabawê szkoln¹ w sobotê, 6 lutego 2010 r. w Carmelite Banquet
Hall, 1628 Ridge Road, Munster, IN 46321.  Do tañca graæ bêdzie
DJ MARCIN, goœcinnie wyst¹pi zespó³ "Œl¹sk".  Pocz¹tek o godz.
18:00, obiad o 18:30.  Wstêp - $35.00 od osoby, dzieci do lat 12 -
$17.50.  Otwarty bar, loteria fantowa i dobra zabawa.  W celu
dokonania rezerwacji prosimy dzwoniæ do dyr. El¿biety Orciuch pod
numer (219) 365-0294.

Zespó³ Tañca Ludowego “Zakopane” ZPRKA zaprasza na
rozgrywki krêglarskie po³¹czone ze zbiórk¹ pieniêdzy.  Pi¹tek, 12
lutego 2010 r., Regal Lanes, 27663 Mound, Warren, MI 48092.
Pocz¹tek - 20:30, rozgrywki - 21:30.  Cena - $20.00 od osoby (w
cenie 3 gry, pizza i zimne napoje, wypo¿yczenie obuwia, 1 i 2
rozgrywka - niespodzianka.  Prosimy o dokonanie rezerwacji do 2
lutego 2010 r.  Informacje i rezerwacje pod nr. tel. lub 586-795-8901
lub na adres: zakopanedancers@yahoo.com.

Rozgrywki krêglarskie Tow. #718 (St. Stan Society) - sobota,
13 lutego 2010 r. o 11:15 w Cherry Hill Lanes, Dearbonr Heights,
MI.  Obiad o 16:30 w sali PLAV #16 Hall, 25222 W. Warren Ave.
Informacje i rezerwacje - Jerry Nasiatka (734) 462-9417.

“Obiad pierogowy” zespo³u “Echos of Poland” - pi¹tek, 19
lutego, godz. 16-20 w PRCUA Hall, 5255 N. Detroit, Toledo, OH.
Doroœli - $7.00, dzieci - $3.00.  Zainteresowani mog¹ równie¿
sk³adaæ zamówienia na pierogi (z serem, ziemniakami, kapust¹) w
cenie $8.00 za tuzin.  Informacje, rezerwacje i zamówienia: 419-531-
8658 lub 419-475-6262.

Noc Polsko-Amerykañska z dru¿yn¹ Chicago Bulls - Cena
biletów obni¿ona o prawie 50% - United Center, sobota, 20 lutego
2010 roku o godz. 7 wieczorem.  Niezwyk³a okazja - bilety w cenie
$25.00 (regularna cena $46). Zapraszamy wszytkie rodziny polsko-
amerykañskie do wspólnego kibicowania chicagowskiej dru¿ynie.
W sprawie biletów prosimy dzwoniæ do Mary Jane Robles, tel. 773-
782-2600 w. 2601.

19 Doroczny Bal w Stanie Michigan na czeœæ absolwentów
szkó³ tañca ZPRKA w Michigan - sobota, 27 lutego 2010 r. w San
Marino Club, 1685 East Big Beaver, Troy, MI.  Koktajle - godz.
5:30 wiecz., obiad - godz. 6:30 wiecz.  Bilety - $50 doroœli; $45 -
studenci do lat 20.  Do tañca graæ bêdzie: Duane Malinowski &
Orchestra.  W sprawie rezerwacji prosimy dzwoniæ do Marii
Jalkiewicz pod numer: (586) 979-5164.

Grupa Kulturalna Doros³ych im. M. Konopnickiej zaprasza na
35. WIOSENNY POKAZ MODY I LUNCH w niedzielê, 7 marca
2010 r., Sabre Room, 8900 w. 95th St., Hickory Hills, IL.  Wstêp -
12 w po³udnie, lunch - 1 po po³udniu. Bilety $30.00 od osoby.
Prosimy o dokonanie rezerwacji do 8 lutego 2010 r.  Dodatkowe
informacje: Liz Dynowski lub Walter Dynowski, tel. (708) 532-1541

Dystrykt 7 ZPRKA zaprasza na doroczny obiad “CORNED
BEEF & CABBAGE DINNER” przygotowany przez Ray’a
Harringtona.  Niedziela, 14 marca 2010 r., sto³ówka ZPRKA, 984 N.
Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL. Koktajle - 1 po po³., obiad - 2 po po³.
Wstêp - $25.00 od osoby.  Rezerwacje musz¹ byæ dokonane do 9
marca 2010 r. u p. Lillian Stempiñski, 7339 W. Lee St., Niles, IL
60714, tel. (847) 965-7378.  Prosimy wystawiaæ czeki na: District #7
PRCUA.  Bilety do odebrania przy wejœciu.  

Krajowy Turniej Koszykówki ZPRKA - 20 marca w U of M
Dearborn & Henry Ford Junior College w Dearborn, MI.
Gospodarzem tegorocznego turnieju jest Towarzystwo St. Stan
Society #718 ZPRKA.  Zakwaterowanie w hotelu Hyatt.  Bankiet i
zabawa na zakoñczenie turnieju odbêdzie siê w O’Kelley K. of C
Hall.

Œwiêconka Tow. Bia³ego Or³a (White Eagle Society) #2342 w
Lansing, MI - niedziela, 28 marca o godz. 2 po po³udniu w Federated
Polish Home przy 1020 W. Mt. Hope Rd., Lansing, MI.  Uczestnicy
proszeni s¹ o przygotowanie i przyniesienie ulubionej potrawy, któr¹
podziel¹ siê z innymi goœæmi.  Informacje: Tom Croff (517) 627-
0222.

Kolejne firmy wybieraj¹ Polskê — Brytyjski potentat farmaceutyczny GlaxoSmithKline przeniesie do Polski z Francji
produkcjê jednego z leków stosowanych w leczeniu chorób urologicznych.  Produkt ma byæ sprzedawany na ok. 80 rynkach
ca³ego œwiata.  Preparat wytwarzany bêdzie w zak³adach Polfa Poznañ, nale¿¹cych do brytyjskiego koncernu.  W zwi¹zku z
tym GlaxoSmithKline zainwestuje 70 mln z³. (do tej pory Brytyjczycy zainwestowali w swojej polskiej placówce 417 mln
dolarów).  Do Polski równie¿ czêœæ swojej produkcji przenios³a izraelska Teva oraz firma farmaceutyczna SanofiAventis. 

Nowy system na lotnisku Okêcie — Warszawskie lotnisko jest jedynym portem lotniczym w Polsce, który posiada II
Kategoriê ILSu (Instrument Landing System) - system umo¿liwiaj¹cy l¹dowanie w porcie przy ograniczonej widocznoœci.
ILS II kategorii prowadzi pilota do punktu znajduj¹cego siê 15 metrów lub mniej nad progiem pasa startowego (systemy na
pozosta³ych lotniskach doprowadzaj¹ samoloty na odleg³oœæ ok. 60 metrów lub mniejsz¹ od pasa startowego).  System
dzia³a na razie tylko na jednej - krótszej drodze l¹dowania.  Instrumenty, które maj¹ u³atwiæ l¹dowanie na drugim pasie
wci¹¿ nie dzia³aj¹ poprawnie, dlatego prowadzone s¹ prace maj¹ce na celu wyeliminowanie wszystkich problemów, tak aby
system dzia³a³ bez zarzutów.  W ci¹gu roku jest zaledwie kilkanaœcie do kilkudziesiêciu dni w których piloci potrzebuj¹
ILSu drugiej kategorii by wyl¹dowaæ w porcie.  S³aba widocznoœæ i odwo³anie kilkadziesiêciu lotów, wi¹¿e siê z
dodatkowymi kosztami dla przewoŸników, którzy nie raz musieli wyp³aciæ pasa¿erom odszkodowanie czy zapewniæ opiekê
na lotnisku. 

Podwy¿ki dla rencistów i emerytów — W marcu prawie 10 mln rencistów i emerytów otrzyma kolejn¹ podwy¿kê, wy¿sz¹
ni¿ zak³ada³ rz¹d.  Wg. obliczeñ GUS, wskaŸnik waloryzacji wyniesie ok. 104,5%, a nie 104,1%.  ZUS bêdzie musia³
znaleŸæ dodatkowo ok. 0,5 mld z³, aby wyrównaæ ró¿nicê.  Osoby otrzymuj¹ce najni¿sz¹ emeryturê zyskaj¹ 30 z³ (osoby
otrzymuj¹ce przeciêtn¹ emeryturê 1615 z³ - zyskaj¹ 73 z³ brutto, a ci, którzy otrzymuj¹ 2000 z³ emerytury - 90 z³ brutto).
Oficjalny wskaŸnik waloryzacji znany bêdzie w pierwszej dekadzie lutego.   

Szcz¹tki Kopernika zostan¹ wystawione — Szcz¹tki Miko³aja Kopernika zostan¹ wyeksponowane w koœciele katedralnym
w Toruniu (woj. kujawsko-pomorskie) przed ponownym, uroczystym pogrzebem planowanym na maj we Fromborku.  Z
pomys³em publicznego wystawienia szcz¹tków s³ynnego na ca³ym œwiecie astronoma, który “wstrzyma³ s³oñce i ruszy³
Ziemiê”, wyst¹pili pracownicy toruñskiego urzêdu marsza³kowskiego.  Zanim dojdzie do wystawienia szcz¹tków
Kopernika, specjaliœci od ochrony bêd¹ musieli zabezpieczyæ je przed ewentualna kradzie¿¹ i zbezczeszczeniem.

W I A D O M O { C I
Z  POLSKI

Przekszta³cenie tradycyjnego Konta IRA w IRA Roth

Z dniem 1 stycznia 2010 r. wesz³o w ¿ycie nowe prawo podatkowe, które znosi limit dochodu brutto w wysokoœci
$100 000, wymagany dotychczas przy przekszta³ceniu tradycyjnych indywidualnych kont emerytalnych (Traditional
Individual Retirement Accounts) i planów emerytalnych op³acanych przez pracodawców, na konta Roth IRA.

W wypadku tradycyjnych kont IRA, w³aœciciel konta musi rozpocz¹æ wyp³atê swojego udzia³u w chwili osi¹gniêcia
wieku 70 1/2 lat.  Wtedy bowiem wzrasta opodatkowanie od dochodu.  Konta Roth IRA takich wymogów nie posiadaj¹
przez ca³y okres ¿ycia inwestora, w wyniku czego posiada on wiêksz¹ swobodê dysponowania inwestycj¹ i przep³ywem
gotówki.

Jedn¹ z najwa¿niejszych kwestii przy przekszta³ceniu tradycyjnego Konta IRA w konto IRA Roth jest znalezienie
odpowiedniego Ÿród³a finansowego, z którego op³acone zostan¹ podatki.  Przekszta³cenie konta w IRA Roth mo¿e byæ
kosztowne - suma podlegaj¹ca przekszta³ceniu podlega bowiem opodatkowaniu (wniesione przed opodatkowaniem wp³aty i
dochód, który wliczony zosta³ w przeksztacon¹ sumê).

Aby wydatek ten nie by³ a¿ tak dotkliwy, sp³ata opodatkowania przekszta³ceñ dokonanych w 2010 r. mo¿e byæ
roz³o¿ona na dwa lata.  Tak wiêc, suma podlegaj¹ca przekszta³ceniu mo¿e zostaæ opodatkowana w latach 2011 i 2012.  W
nastêpnych latach sumy podlegaj¹ce przekszta³ceniu bêd¹ podlegaæ opodatkowaniu w roku, w którym dokonane zostanie
przekszta³cenie.    

Przekszta³cenie takie ma sens tylko w wypadku, gdy inwestor jest w stanie op³aciæ podatki z funduszy nie
uwzglêdnionych w kontach IRA. Tylko w ten sposób inwestor wyci¹ga z tej transakcji najwiêksze korzyœci: im wiêkszy
jest przelew z konta IRA na konta Roth, tym wiêksza jest wysokoœæ konta Roth i wiêksza szansa na d³ugoterminowy wzrost
konta, bez koniecznoœci op³acania podatków.

Inwestorzy, którzy przy przekszta³ceniu decyduj¹ siê na op³acenie podatków wykorzystuj¹c w tym celu fundusze
nagromadzone na kontach IRA, obni¿aj¹ wartoœæ kont IRA, jednak posiadaj¹c konta Roth, eliminuj¹ koniecznoœæ
dokonywania opodatkowanych wyp³at w chwili osi¹gniêcia wieku lat 70 i 1/2.  Niektórym pozwala to na pozostanie poni¿ej
pu³apu podatkowego, po osi¹gniêciu którego znaczna czêœæ ich dochodu emerytalnego (Social Security) zosta³aby
opodatkowana oraz wzros³yby ceny sk³adek za ubezpieczenie medyczne (Medicare), których wysokoœæ zale¿na jest od
dochodu.  Niektórzy wybieraj¹ t¹ opcjê, gdy¿ mog¹ w ten sposób zostawiæ wiêksz¹ sumê pieniêdzy spadkobiercom,
poniewa¿ odziedziczone w spadku konta Roth IRA nie podlegaj¹ opodatkowaniu.

Co jeszcze nale¿y równie¿ wzi¹æ pod uwagê:
- Osoby, które decyduj¹ siê na przekszta³cenie tradycyjnych kont IRA w Roth IRA powinny skonsultowaæ siê z

doradc¹ podatkowym lub ze specjalist¹ z dziedziny rachunkowoœci (accountant).   Dla przyk³adu: stan Wisconsin nie
wprowadzi³ prawa znosz¹cego limit dochodu brutto w wysokoœci $100 000, w zwi¹zku z czym mieszkañcy tego stanu,
którzy dokonaj¹ przekszta³ceñ, mog¹ podlegaæ karom podatkowym.  Podobne wymogi mog¹ dotyczyæ równie¿ innych
stanów.

-  Mo¿liwe jest, i¿ w³aœciciele kont IRA, którzy korzystaj¹ z ubezpieczenia zdrowotnego Medicare Part B, bêd¹
musieli przez krótki okres czasu op³acaæ wy¿sze sk³adki.

- Inwestorzy, którzy przekszta³caj¹c konta przed osi¹gniêciem wieku 59 i pó³ lat wykorzystaj¹ aktywa zgormadzone na
kontach IRA do op³aty podatków, mog¹ podlegaæ karze w zwi¹zku z dokonaniem przedterminowej wyp³aty.

Jeœli chcesz przekszta³ciæ swoje tradycyjne konto IRA na konto Roth IRA oferowane przez ZPRKA, skontaktuj siê z
Departamentem Sprzeda¿y i Marketingu ZPRKA - tel. 800-772-8632, Anna Trush w. 2633 lub Agnes Migiel w. 2632.

Aby unikn¹æ powa¿nych konsekwencji podatkowych, przed podjêciem wa¿nych finansowych decyzji, skontatkuj siê z
doradc¹ podatkowym lub ze specjalist¹ z dziedziny rachunkowoœci. 

Informacje zaczerpniête z The Wall Street Journal, 12-13 XII 2009, opracowane przez A. Migiel; t³um. LK
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DYSTRYKT #9 ZPRKA POSZUKUJE

Dystrykt #9 ZPRKA poszukuje wszystkich obecnych i by³ych: cz³onków zarz¹dów
Dystryktu #9 ZPRKA, cz³onków zarz¹dów Towarzystw nale¿¹cych do Dystryktu #9 oraz
wszystkich cz³onków ZPRKA nale¿¹cych do Dystr. #9.

Dystrykt #9 ZPRKA pragnie zorganizowaæ “ZJAZD RODZINNY”, po³¹czony z
doroczn¹ ŒWIÊCONK¥ ZPRKA, w niedzielê, 11 kwietnia 2010 r. w sali bankietowej przy
klasztorze oo. Karmelitów Bosych (Carmelite Monastery Banquette Hall) w Munster, IN.

W zwi¹zku z planowanym “Zjazdem”, Dystrykt #9 poszukuje adresów, numerów
telefonów, adresów e-mailowych, które pomog¹ skontaktowaæ siê ze wszystkimi, którzy
nale¿¹ lub nale¿eli do Dystr. #9, w celu rozes³ania zaproszeñ.

Osoby, które mog¹ udzieliæ jakichkolwiek informacji proszone s¹ o kontakt z
dyrektork¹ Dystryktu #9 ZPRKA El¿biet¹ Grabowski, pod numer 219-923-6613 lub na
adres: wola60@hotmail.com; z sekretark¹ protoko³ow¹ Elizabeth Sauds - tel. 708-481-6796
(sadusea@aol.com) lub z superwizork¹ Dystr. #9 Barbar¹ Pawlowski tel. 708-946-6270

65. ROCZNICA WYZWOLENIA OBOZU
KONCENTRACYJNEGO W OŒWIÊCIMIU

27 stycznia odbêd¹ siê obchody 65.
rocznicy wyzwolenia KL Auschwitz.
G³ówne uroczystoœci odbêd¹ siê w
ogrzewanym namiocie, dla osób
znajduj¹cych siê poza namiotem przebieg
uroczystoœci bêdzie widoczny na specjalnie
w tym celu ustawionym du¿ym ekranie. 

W programie uroczystoœci jest m.in.
ekumeniczna modlitwa i przejœcie ze
zniczami i oddanie ho³du pod Pomnikiem
Ofiar Obozu.  Wœród uroczystoœci
towarzysz¹cych zaplanowano m.in. Koncert
"Pamiêci Ofiar KL Auschwitz" w koœciele

pw. œw. Józefa  Robotnika w Oœwiêcimiu (26 stycznia), konferencjê Ministrów Edukacji Centrum
Dialogu i Modlitwy (27 stycznia), mszê œw. w Koœciele Mi³osierdzia Bo¿ego (27 stycznia) oraz
otwarcie wystawy rosyjskiej dotycz¹cej wyzwolenia KL Auschwitz, w bloku nr 14, na terenie
by³ego obozu Auschwitz I. 

W obchodach wezm¹ udzia³
wysokiej rangi politycy z wielu
krajów: m.in. prezydent RP Lech
Kaczyñski, premier Izraela Benjamin
Netanyahu, przewodnicz¹cy
Parlamentu Europejskiego Jerzy
Buzek oraz reprezentanci z Unii
Europejskiej i innych pañstw.  Swoj¹
obecnoœæ zapowiedzia³o te¿ ponad stu
by³ych wiêŸniów obozu. 

Uroczystoœci honorowym
patronatem obj¹³ Lech Kaczyñski,
Prezydent RP.  Organizatorami s¹
Miêdzynarodowa Rada Oœwiêcimska oraz Pañstwowe Muzeum Auschwitz-Birkenau.  Konferencjê
ministrów edukacji wspó³organizuje Ministerstwo Edukacji Narodowej RP.

Nazistowski obóz w Oœwiêcimiu-Brzezince (Auschwitz-Birkenau) to najbardziej znane w
historii ludzkoœci miejsce mêczeñstwa i zag³ady.  Istnia³ w latach 1940-1945. By³ najwiêkszym
obozem koncentracyjnym dla wiêŸniów ró¿nych narodowoœci.

27 kwietnia 1940 Heinrich Himmler wyda³ rozkaz za³o¿enia obozu. 29 kwietnia obowi¹zki
komendanta przysz³ego obozu
powierzono Rudolfowi Hößowi.
Obóz w Auschwitz, otwarty 10
miesiêcy po wybuchu wojny na
terenie przedwojennych polskich
koszar, by³ pierwszym obozem
koncentracyjnym na okupowanych
ziemiach polskich.  Wraz z
za³o¿onym w 1941 r. obozem na
Majdanku i obozem Stutthof,
stanowi³ jedno z g³ównych miejsc
deportacji i ludobójstwa.

W sierpniu 1944 roku, ze
wzglêdu na strategiczn¹ sytuacjê na

froncie wschodnim, naziœci rozpoczêli przygotowania do likiwdacji obozów.  Pod koniec roku
wstrzymano rozbudowê obozów w Auschwitz-Birkenau i zaczêto zacieranie œladów ludobójstwa:
zasypywano do³y z ludzkimi prochami, przygotowano do wysadzenia budynki krematoryjne, na
ulicach obozowych palono dokumenty.

17 stycznia 1945 r. odby³ siê w KL Auschwitz ostatni generalny apel 67 012 wiêŸniarek i
wiêŸniów.  Rozpoczêto ostateczn¹ ewakuacjê wiêŸniów, rozpoczê³y siê Marsze Œmierci do
obozów w g³êbi Rzeszy.  W obozie zosta³o ponad 9 tysiêcy wiêŸniów, w tym oko³o 500 dzieci –
wszyscy mieli zostaæ zg³adzeni.  20 stycznia wysadzono krematoria II i III, a 26 stycznia –
krematorium V.  23 stycznia podpalono tak zwan¹ Kanadê II, czyli kompleks magazynów z
mieniem ofiar eksterminacji. 

Obóz, w czêœci opuszczony przez esesmanów, 27 stycznia wyzwolili ¿o³nierze 60 Armii I
Frontu Ukraiñskiego, a bezpoœrednio 100 Lwowska Dywizja Piechoty, któr¹ dowodzi³ genera³-
major Fiodor Krasawin.  W Auschwitz, Birkenau, Monowitz i podobozach wyzwolenia doczeka³o
³¹cznie oko³o 7,5 tysi¹ca wiêŸniów.  Czêœæ by³ych wiêŸniów tu¿ po wyzwoleniu odesz³a do swych
domów.  Pozostali zostali umieszczeni w prowizorycznych szpitalach zorganizowanych na terenie
obozu.  Wielu z nich umar³o z wycieñczenia.  

KL Auschwitz by³o miejscem zag³ady oko³o 1,3 mln. ludzi (¯ydzi - 1,1 mln., Polacy - 140 -
150 tys., Cyganie - 23 tys., jeñcy radzieccy - 15 tys., inni - 25 tys).   

WYGRAJ KSI¥¯KÊ KUCHARSK¥!

W zwi¹zku ze zbli¿aj¹cym siê rokiem sejmowym, zapraszamy do nadsy³ania do
redakcji swoich ulubionych przepisów kucharskich (w jêzyku angielskim i polskim).
Osoby, które nadeœl¹ przepisy, wezm¹ udzia³ w comiesiêcznym losowaniu nagrody - naszej
ksi¹¿ki kucharskiej pt. “PRCUA Sharing Our Best”, o wartoœci $15.00.  Co miesi¹c, a¿ do
sierpnia 2010 r., czyli do miesi¹ca rozpoczêcia 60. Sejmu ZPRKA, bêdzie przyznawana
jedna ksi¹¿ka kucharska.  Ka¿dy nades³any przepis weŸmie udzia³ losowaniu.  Czytelnicy
mog¹ nadsy³aæ tyle przepisów, ile zechc¹.  

Przepisów nale¿y przesy³aæ na adres: kathryn.rosypal@prcua.org (prosimy o
zamieszczenie s³owa “Recipe” w rubryce pt. subject).  Przepisy mo¿na równie¿ nadsy³aæ
drog¹ pocztow¹ na adres: 

Editor - PRCUA Recipes
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642-4101

Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL, zaprasza na
otwarcie wystawy “Warszawskie tradycje królewskie”, pi¹tek, 26 lutego o godz. 7
wieczorem w sali g³ównej.  W czasie wystawy pokazane zostan¹ odrestaurowane
sanie królewskie wykonane w 1703 r., na zamówienie króla Stanis³awa
Leszczyñskiego, które podarowa³ córce Marii, póŸniejszej ¿onie  króla francuskiego
Louisa XV.

Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL, zaprasza na
uroczyte obchody DNIA PU£ASKIEGO w poniedzia³ek, 1 marca 2010 r. o godz. 10
rano w sali g³ównej Muzeum.  W uroczystoœci wezm¹ udzia³ przedstawiciele
instytucji stanowych i miejskich, politycy, dzia³acze polonijni. Zostanie z³o¿ony
wieniec pod obrazem Stefana Batowskiego “Bitwa pod Savannah”.

Parafia œw. Andrzeja Aposto³a zaprasza na 38. doroczny “Bal P¹czkowy” w sobotê,
13 marca 2010 r. w sali gminastycznej szko³y, która znajduje siê przy skrzy¿owaniu
ulic 156th St. i Freeland w Calumet City, IL.  Pocz¹tek godz. 18, od godz. 19 do 23
graæ bêdzie do tañca zespó³ “Gerry Tarka’s Midwest Sounds”.  Wyst¹pi goœcinnie
zespó³ taneczny z Dystryktu #9 ZPRKA.   Bilety - $8.00 w przedsprzeda¿y; $10.00
przy wejœciu.  Bilety mo¿na zakupiæ na plebanii pod adresem 768 Lincoln Ave. w
Calumet City, od poniedzia³ku do pi¹tku w godz. 9-12 i 13-16.  Wiele atrakcji -
nagrody wejœciowe, loterie, p³atny bar.

WYDARZENIA POLONIJNE

Wyzwolenie KL Auschwitz przez Armiê I
Frontu Ukraiñskiego.

28 II 1945 - uroczysty pogrzeb 450 wiêŸniów
zamordowanych w ostatnich dniach istnienia

obozu lub zmar³ych tu¿ po wyzwoleniu.

Brama g³ówna Auschwitz II (Birkenau), 
widok z rampy wewn¹trz obozu - wspó³czeœnie.

Korekta

W ostatnim numerze “Narodu Polskiego” przez pomy³kê podana zosta³a informacja, ¿e tytu³
“wiceksiêcia” w czasie ostatniego Balu “Kopciuszek i Ksi¹¿ê” otrzyma³ David John Skwirut.
Tytu³ “wiceksiêcia” zdoby³ Daniel George Skwirut.  Za pomy³kê przepraszamy.

Terminy nadsy³ania artyku³ów 
do “Narodu Polskiego” na 2010 r.

Data publikacji Termin nadsy³ania artyku³ów
1 marca wtorek, 16 lutego
1 kwietnia wtorek, 16 marca
1 maja wtorek, 20 kwietnia
1 czerwca wtorek, 18 maja
1 lipca wtorek, 15 czerwca
1 sierpnia wtorek, 20 lipca
1 wrzeœnia wtorek, 17 sierpnia
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Wiadomoœci z Cleveland, Ohio

ZEBRANIE SPRAWOZDAWCZO-WYBORCZE
GR. 2220 ZPRKA - CLEVELAND, OH

W niedzielê, 17 stycznia 2010 r., odby³o siê zebranie sprawozdawczo-wyborcze
Grupy 2220 ZPRKA w Cleveland, OH.

Po zagajeniu prezesa p. Jana Borkowskiego, p. Mieczys³aw Janczura - sekretarz
protoko³owy Grupy 2220, odczyta³ protoko³ z poprzedniego zebrania.  Po sprawozdaniu
Komisji Rewizyjnej, której cz³onkami s¹: p. Ligia Borkowska i p. Jan Szleszyñski, a
którego zast¹pi³ p. Stanis³aw Rejnis  wynika, ¿e ksiêgi finansowe Grupy prowadzone
przez p. Cecyliê Dyczko, s¹ w nale¿ytym porz¹dku, co z aplauzem zosta³o zatwierdzone
przez zebranych.  W tym miejscu, pragnê nadmieniæ, ¿e p. Cecylia jest jedn¹ z tych,
które zas³uguj¹ na specjalne wyró¿nienie jeœli chodzi o pracê spo³eczn¹.  Na
wyró¿nienie zas³uguje fakt, i¿ Grupa 2220 od lat zajmuje siê pomoc¹ charytatywn¹.  Od
wielu lat Grupa 2220 wygospodarowywa³a fundusze na Warszawskie Hospicjum dla
dzieci chorych na raka.  Szkoda, ¿e przerwano tê akcjê, ale i obecnie Grupa 2220 stara
siê, aby udzieliæ pomocy finansowej chorym dzieciom (np. Kasi), czy przeznaczyæ czêœæ
wygospodarowanych funduszy na Szko³ê Polsk¹ ZPRKA im H. Sienkiewicza, czy
wesprzeæ finansowo Zespó³ Pieœni i Tañca "Piast".

Podczas zebrania p. Cecylia Dyczko przedstawi³a nowych cz³onków Grupy 2220,
których powitano gromkimi brawami.

Prezes Grupy p. Jan Borkowski podsumowuj¹c pracê Grupy i podkreœlaj¹c dobr¹ i
sumienn¹ pracê wszystkich cz³onków zarz¹du, z³o¿y³ im serdeczne podziêkowanie.
Równie serdecznie przyjêto raport, jaki zda³ ze swej pracy p Mitchell Bienia - wiceprezes
Grupy 2220 (krajowy dyrektor Dystr. #5 ZPRKA).

Wniosek p. Francis`a Rutkowskiego, aby wybraæ ten sam zarz¹d na drug¹
kadencjê, przez aklamacjê, zebrani przyjêli jednog³oœnie.  A, oto zarz¹d Grupy 2220
ZPRKA: p. Jan Borkowski - prezes, p. Mitchell Bienia - wiceprezes, p. Cecylia Dyczko -
sekr. finansowy, p. Mieczys³aw Janczura - sekr. protoko³owy, Komisja Rewizyjna - p.
Ligia Borkowski i p. Stanis³aw Rejnis.  Serdeczne gratulacje od zebranych! P o
zaprzysiê¿eniu zarz¹du przez p. Józefa Lecznara, przyst¹piono do uroczystego obiadu.

Podczas zebrania, przebieg³em myœlami do lat minionych.  Przypomnia³em, oczami
wyobraŸni, postacie ludzi, którzy ten Zwi¹zek zak³adali.  Pisa³em historiê tego Zwi¹zku, z
okazji jego stulecia, o ludziach i ich pracy.  Przerzucaj¹c teraz karty wspomnieñ,
zatrzyma³em wzrok na przysiêdze: "Ja wybrany na rocznym posiedzeniu Towarzystwa
Henryka Sienkiewicza, Grupy 120 Zwi¹zku Polaków w Ameryce, uroczyœcie przysiêgam
sprawowaæ i sumiennie wykonywaæ obowi¹zki mego urzêdu, staraj¹c siê o rozwój
naszego Towarzystwa, tak mi dopomó¿, Panie Bo¿e!  Amen".

A nasi poprzednicy na wstêpie wyjaœniaj¹:  "Jak wszystkie Narody na kuli ziemskiej
w swojej gromadz¹ siê narodowoœci, tak jest i nasz¹ powinnoœci¹, a¿ebyœmy
rozproszeni tu w Ameryce, w jedno ³¹czyli siê cia³o narodowe, dlatego postanowiliœmy
siê z³¹czyæ ze sob¹ wêz³em braterstwa i utworzyæ Towarzystwo Henryka Sienkiewicza,
które ma byæ œrodkiem, wiod¹cym do jednoœci i mi³oœci braterskiej".

Dawna Grupa 120, to obecna Grupa 2220 ZPRKA, licz¹ca 1217 cz³onków.  Myœlê,

200 ROCZNICA URODZIN F. CHOPINA

1 marca 2010 roku przypada dwusetna rocznica urodzin Fryderyka Chopina.
Obchody Roku Chopina zorganizowane z tej okazji, bêd¹ jednym z

najwa¿niejszych miêdzynarodowych wydarzeñ kulturalnych w 2010 roku.  Wœród
projektów artystycznych w 2010 r., znajd¹ siê miêdzy innymi XVI edycja
Miêdzynarodowego Konkursu Pianistycznego im. Fryderyka Chopina oraz III
Miêdzynarodowy Kongres Chopinologiczny.

S¹ tak¿e planowane wydarzenia edukacyjne np. stworzenia Centrum Kszta³cenia
Mistrzowskiego w Brochowie, parafia Rzymsko-Katolicka œw. Rocha gdzie Fryderyk
Chopin zosta³ ochrzczony.  Z przyjemnoœci¹ pragnê powiadomiæ, ¿e miejsce to
zosta³o udostêpnione zwiedzaj¹cym ju¿ w ubieg³ym roku.

Oferty kulturalne i projekty promocyjne na 2010 rok to m.in. interaktywne
ekspozycje w Muzeum Fryderyka Chopina w Zamku Ostrogskich w Warszawie i w
miejscu urodzenia Fryderyka w ¯elazowej Woli tzw. "Szlak Chopina w Warszawie".

Warto zwróciæ uwagê na ofertê turystyczno-kulturaln¹ zwi¹zan¹ ze zwiedzaniem
miejsc poœwiêconych Chopinowi.  

Zdaniem ministra Kultury i Dziedzictwa Narodowego p. Bogdana Zdrojewskiego:
"Rok Chopina 2010 z pewnoœci¹ bêdzie sukcesem Polski".  Myœlê, ¿e i sukcesem
ca³ej Polonii.

Któ¿ z nas nie zna cudownej muzyki Chopina?  Nie ma takiego Polaka, któryby
nie odczu³ serdecznego wzruszenia, s³uchaj¹c Etiudy c-moll z opusu 10, zwanej
Rewolucyjn¹, albo Etiudy a-moll nr 11 z opusu 25, czy Preludium c-moll nr 20.  Te
utwory sta³y siê muzycznym odbiciem powstañczej tragedii, wspomnieniem, dla nas
Polaków, niezwykle dramatycznych chwil jakie prze¿yliœmy. 

A przecie¿, kiedy siê pos³ucha skomponowanych przez dwudziestoletniego
Fryderyka Koncertów fortepianowych f-moll i e-moll (w takiej kolejnoœci by³y pisane w
1829 i drugi 1830), ju¿ wiadomym jest, ¿e pisa³ je geniusz!  Od pierwszych taktów
wiemy, ¿e to muzyka Chopina!  Jedyna i niepowtarzalna!  Na temat muzyki Chopina
mo¿na pisaæ wiele, ale lepiej jej s³uchaæ. 

Jak¿e ta muzyka, nas emigrantów, potrafi oczarowaæ, i¿ chwilami, nie wiemy
dlaczego, czêœciej ni¿ dawniej napada nas têsknota za Polsk¹.  Mickiewicz s³uchaj¹c
w Pary¿u muzycznych utworów Chopina, p³aka³.

Jest w niej ta sama opowieœæ o prze¿yciach i têsknotach Fryderyka Chopina w
muzycznych dŸwiêkach!  Prze¿ycia odleg³e w latach, ale podobne.  Powstanie
Listopadowe.Wojenne losy Narodu, Powstanie Warszawskie, moskiewska niedola.

Fryderyk Chopin, poza muzyk¹, piêknie rysowa³.  Zachowa³a siê laurka
wykonana przez Fryderyka dla ojca w dniu imienin 6 grudnia 1816 roku.  Znajduje siê
w zbiorach Towarzystwa im. Fryderyka Chopina w Warszawie.  Karykatury, rysunki
o³ówkowe Fryderyka, niestety, orygina³y zaginê³y w czasie wojny 1939 r.

Fryderyk Chopin chêtnie pisywa³ listy, nie tylko do rodziny ale i przyjació³, a nawet
do osób postronnych.  Wiele listów zaginê³o w po¿odze wojennej, ale te, które siê
zachowa³y czyta siê z niezwyk³ym zainteresowaniem.  Czasem z uœmiechem, a bywa,
¿e i ze ³z¹ w oku.  Uznany by³ za jednego "ze szczególnie interesuj¹cych
epistolografów, w swej epoce - obok S³owackiego i Krasiñskiego".

Napisa³, pe³en smutku list, do przyjaciela Jana Matuszyñskiego, kiedy samotny w
Wiedniu szed³ na pasterkê do katedry œw. Stefana.  W Warszawie trwa³o Powstanie
Listopadowe: ..."sam jeden o dwunastej uda³em siê do œw. Stefana.  Przyszed³em,
jeszcze ludzi nie by³o.  Nie dla nabo¿eñstwa, ale dla przypatrzenia siê o tej porze
temu olbrzymiemu gmachowi, stan¹³em w najciemniejszym k¹cie u stóp gotyckiego
filara.  Nie da siê opisaæ ta wspania³oœæ, ta wielkoœæ tych ogromnych sklepieñ - cicho
by³o - czasem tylko chód zakrystiana, zapalaj¹cego kagañce w g³êbi œwi¹tyni,
przerywa³ mój letarg.  Za mn¹ grób, pode mn¹ grób, tylko nade mn¹ grobu brakowa³o.
Ponura roi³a mi siê harmonia...  Czu³em wiêcej ni¿ kiedy osierocia³oœæ moj¹".

Fryderyk, po powrocie z pasterki, skomponuje burzê dŸwiêków w Scherzo b-moll
w którym na chwilê, jakby we wspomnieniu us³yszymy Lulaj¿e, Jezuniu..., a potem
akordy, podobne do karabinowych salw!

Drugi list, pisa³ ze Szkocji, do przyjaciela Juliana Fontany: "Moje ¿ycie.  ¯ebym
by³ zdrowszy, to bym do Londynu jutro ciê uœciskaæ pojecha³.  Mo¿e siê ju¿ nie tak
prêdko bli¿ej zobaczymy.  Jesteœmy stare cymba³y, chocia¿ siê bêdziesz broni³ od
tego towarzystwa.  To nie ubli¿a piêknoœci ani zacnoœci...[...]  Ja ju¿ ledwo dyszê: je
suis tout pret `a crever, a Ty ³ysiejesz zapewne i zostaniesz nad moim kamieniem jak
te wierzby nasze, pamiêtasz? - co to go³e ³by pokazuj¹".  Pisa³ te listy, które
zachwycaj¹, pisane poprawn¹ i piêkn¹ polszczyzn¹, a pisa³ je a¿ do œmierci.

W odpowiedzi na plotki, które siê szerzy³y, jakoby Chopin wstêpowa³ w zwi¹zek
ma³¿eñski, napisa³ ze Szkocji do przyjaciela Wojciecha Grzyma³y: 

“A wiêc o ¿onie nie myœlê wcale, ale o domu, o Matce, Siostrach. Niech im Bóg
pozwoli zostaæ przy dobrej myœli!

Tymczasem moja sztuka gdzie siê podzia³a?  A moje serce gdziem zmarnowa³?
Ledwie, ¿e jeszcze pamiêtam, jak w kraju œpiewaj¹".
A w kraju, spêtanym w zaborców kajdany, naród pamiêta³ muzykê Chopina.  Ta

muzyka najpiêkniejsza, przesi¹kniêta na wskroœ polsk¹ atmosfer¹, w której zawarty

LUTY

Drugi miesi¹c roku (³aæ. Februarius).  Od mrozów przezwany, od staropolskiego s³owa
luty, czyli zimny, mroŸny, a nawet od pras³owiañskiego wyrazu ljuti, budz¹cy grozê, srogi.
"Czasem luty ostro kuty, czasem w luty same pluty".  "Czasem luty siê zlituje, ¿e cz³ek niby
wiosnê czuje; ale czasem tak siê z¿yma, ¿e cz³ek prawie nie wytrzyma", "Kiedy luty obuj
buty", "Kiedy luty schodzi, cz³ek po wodzie brodzi" - mówi¹ stare przys³owia, zwracaj¹c
uwagê i na przeciwne, te¿ staropolskie, znaczenie s³owa luty, lutoœæ - litoœciwy, litoœæ.

Albowiem miesi¹c ten bywa i mroŸny, i wioœniany.  W dawnych czasach nosi³ nazwê
strêpacz, od grud, jakimi drogi strzêpi, ale dziœ ju¿ ma³o kto zna to s³owo.

2 lutego obchodzimy œwiêto Matki Boskiej Gromnicznej, warto przypomnieæ
staropolskie przys³owia z tym œwiêtem zwi¹zane, które czêsto siê sprawdzaj¹, a

S. Rejnis, M. Bienia, J. Borkowski, C. Dyczko, L. Borkowski, M. Janczura.  
W œrodku J. Lecznar - odbieraj¹cy przysiêgê now wybranego zarz¹du.



uœwietni³a oprawa muzyczna utalentowanego
pana Miecia Dziœ.  Po tym wspania³ym
koncercie publicznoœæ nagrodzi³a tancerzy
gromkimi brawami, a dyrekcja zespo³u z³o¿y³a
wszystkim zgromadzonym ¿yczenia œwi¹teczne
oraz serdeczne podziêkowania za wsparcie. 

W niedzielê, 20 grudnia, po porannej mszy
œw. w koœciele œœ. Cyryla i Metodego w
Lemont, IL, odby³o siê bardzo mi³e doroczne
spotkanie op³atkowe, zorganizowane przez

Polsk¹ Szko³ê im. Jana Paw³a II wraz z
zespo³em pieœni i tañca "Polanie" z Lemont z
fili¹ w Romeoville, IL oraz Polskiem Klubem
w Lemont, IL.  By³a to okazja spotkania
rodziców, grona nauczycielskiego, cz³onków
klubu, zaproszonych goœci oraz

duchowieñstwa.  Zarz¹dy szko³y oraz klubu
z³o¿y³y serdeczne ¿yczenia œwi¹teczne i
podziêkowa³y wszystkim zgromadzonym za
poparcie i za wspóln¹ pracê.   Proboszcz parafii
- ks. Larry Lisowski oraz wikary ks. Marcin
Szczypula z³o¿yli ¿yczenia wspominaj¹c, ¿e
Œwieta Bo¿ego Narodzenia to jedna z
najpiêkniejszych polskich tradycji, bo

wygasaj¹ spory, w ludziach widzimy tylko to,
co w nich dobre, szlachetne i wartoœciowe.

Dziel¹c siê op³atkiem, ¿yczyliœmy sobie przede wszystkim zdrowia, rodzinnych Œwi¹t w gronie
najbli¿szych, radoœci ze wspólnej obecnoœci.   Nastêpnie odby³y siê Jase³ka, piêkne stroje i
rekwizyty oraz sceneria ¿ywej Betlejemskiej Szopki, doda³y œwi¹tecznego uroku.  Dominowa³
nastrój wspólnego kolêdowania razem z zespo³em "Polanie", przedœwi¹teczna radoœæ i
oczekiwane na Tego, który rodzi siê dla nas co roku w grudniowy wieczór.  Niezapomnianym
akcentem by³y piêknie wykonane tañce ludowe przez zepó³ "Polanie" przeplatane kolêdami oraz
pastora³kami.  Po obejrzeniu wystêpów usiedliœmy do œwi¹tecznego œniadania, które zosta³o
przygotowane przez rodziców zespo³u i
szko³y oraz cz³onków klubu. 

Nastêpnie udaliœmy siê na koncert
œwi¹teczny, który przygotowa³ zespó³ pieœni
i tañca "Po³udniowo-Zachodniego Centrum
Polskich Tañców" z goœcinnym wystêpem
zespo³u pieœni i tañca "Weso³y Lud".  Pani
Danielle Kroplewski, instruktorka tañca
zespo³u PZCP, wszystkich zgromadzonych
serdecznie przywita³a i nastêpnie bardzo
profesjonalnie poprowadzi³a ca³y program.  W
repertuarze by³y kolêdy i pastora³ki oraz tañce
z wielu regionów Polski.  Harmonijne
wykonanie tañców, brzmienie g³osów,
naturalnoœæ, dostarczy³y nam wiele
wspania³ych emocji i wra¿eñ, ukazuj¹c
piêkno polskiego folkloru i tradycji oraz
wprowadzi³y nas w nastrój i piêkno
polskich œwi¹t Bo¿ego Narodzenia.  Na
zakoñczenie przyszed³ œw. Miko³aj,
obdarowuj¹c tancerzy w symboliczne
prezenty.  Uœmiechniêci tancerze
udokumentowali t¹ szczêœliw¹ chwilê
fotografiami zrobionymi przy œw.
Miko³aju.  Te uœmiechniête miny
najlepiej œwiadczy³y o tym, jak byli zadowoleni nie tylko z upominków, ale i tak¿e ogromnych
braw i podziêkowañ za wspania³y koncert œwi¹teczny! 

Pragnê podziêkowaæ wszystkim zespo³om, (a przede wszystkim zespo³om, na których
koncertach ostatnio by³am) - dyrekcji naszych zespo³ów, instruktorom, choreografom: p. Cecyli
Ro¿nowskiej, Misi i Ryszardowi Jamiñskim, którzy wyró¿niaj¹ siê wdziêkiem, ogromnym
zasobem wiedzy i doœwiadczenia zawodowego.  Tak¿e dziêkujê tym najm³odszym
choreografom - nie tylko wiekiem ale i doœwiadczeniem, choreografom - którzy ukoñczyli w
tym roku studia choreograficzne w Polsce - Renee Bober, Kalina Dziadkowiec, Natalia
Grabowska, Andrew Lech, Jacklyn Krysinski oraz Krzysztof Ptaszek - za przygotowanie i
wziêcie udzia³u w programie œwi¹tecznym.  Zdajê sobie sprawê, ile czasu i du¿ej mobilizacji
wymaga siê od tancerzy, a szczególnie przed wystêpami.  Bogaty repertuar zawieraj¹cy tañce z
prawie ka¿dego regionu Polski, wspania³e kolorowe stroje, pieœni i dynamiczne tañce,
oczarowuj¹ publicznoœæ.  To dziêki Wam, kultywuj¹c narodowe i ludowe tradycje, potraficie
wpoiæ w nasze dzieci tradycje i kulturê z ich rodzimego kraju.  Jestem pewna te¿, ¿e Ci m³odzi
ludzie przeka¿¹ to swoim potomnym.  Ci m³odzi ludzie ju¿ nied³ugo stan¹ siê kontynuatorami
kultury naszych ojców i ocal¹ j¹ od zapomnienia - muzyk¹, œpiewem i tañcem.  Te œwi¹teczne
koncerty od lat ³¹cz¹ pokolenia w okresie Œwi¹t Bo¿ego Narodzenia.  Dziêkujê za
pielêgnowanie tego zwyczaju wœród m³odych ludzi, aby i oni nie zapomnieli tych piêknych
tekstów polskich kolêd.  Dziêkujê za Wasz¹ ciê¿k¹ pracê, która przynosi nam widzom du¿o
radoœci, wra¿eñ i niezapomnianych chwil. 

W poniedzialek, 14 grudnia w godzinach wieczornych uczestniczyliœmy w dorocznym
Op³atku, zorganizowanym przez dyrektora sprzeda¿y ubezpieczeñ w Dystr. #8 - Edwarda
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Drodzy Czytelnicy,
Witamy w 2010 roku!  Jak co roku zaczynamy uk³adaæ listê postanowieñ noworocznych,

co bêdziemy robiæ, co byœmy chcieli osi¹gn¹æ, a czego powinniœmy unikaæ.  Najczêœciej
postanowienia dotycz¹ tego, czego nie uda³o siê nam osi¹gn¹æ w ubieg³ym roku.  Obiecujemy
sobie siln¹ wolê i wytrwa³oœæ w realizacji, pomimo, ¿e wiêkszoœæ z nas nie lubi zbyt du¿o zmian
w swoim ¿yciu, a przede wszystkim, jeœli te zmiany wymagaj¹ u¿ycia silnej woli, dyscypliny
czy dodatkowego wysi³ku.  ¯yczê wszystkim, aby te nasze postanowienia trwa³y tak d³ugo, a¿
zostan¹ spe³nione. 

Nowy Rok sprzyja podejmowaniu wa¿nych decyzji.  Pomyœlmy te¿ o ubezpieczeniu na
¿ycie, które pomo¿e przetrwaæ nawet najtrudniejsze chwile.  Pamiêtamy o ubezpieczeniu domu,
mieszkania, samochodu, a o w³asnym ¿yciu nie myœlimy, a szczególnie gdy jesteœmy m³odzi.
Podstawow¹ zalet¹ ubezpieczenia na ¿ycie jest zagwarantowanie swoim bliskim
(spadkobiercom) œrodków do ¿ycia w przypadku naszej œmierci.  Musimy powa¿nie pomyœleæ,
czy w przypadku naszej œmierci rodzina bêdzie mia³a za co ¿yæ?  Czy bêdzie w stanie przetrwaæ
w najtrudniejszym oraz najsmutniejszym czasie po œmierci ¿ywiciela rodziny?
Zagwarantowanie spokoju o najbli¿szych da Ci ubezpieczenie na ¿ycie, dziêki któremu mo¿esz
zapewniæ bezpieczeñstwo finansowe gdyby Ciebie zabrak³o.  Nie zwlekaj, pamiêtaj, ¿e im
póŸniej siê ubezpieczysz, tym mniej zyskasz.  Wysokoœæ sk³adek i suma ubezpieczenia s¹
uzale¿nione od Twego wieku, stanu zdrowia, tote¿ najkorzystniej bêdzie dla Ciebie wykupiæ
ubezpieczenie jak siê jest m³odym.  Zanim podejmiesz t¹ decyzjê, proszê skontaktuj siê z
naszym biurem lub naszymi sprzedawcami ubezpieczeñ (deputy).  My pomo¿emy Ci dopasowaæ
rodzaj ubezpieczenia na ¿ycie do Twojej  sytuacji.  Zapraszamy na spotkanie, na którym
uzyskasz wszystkie wa¿ne i niezbêdne informacje o planach ubezpieczeniowych
najkorzystniejszych dla Ciebie. Nasze plany ubezpieczeniowe s¹ unowoczeœnione, niedrogie i
zaprojektowane tak, ¿e ka¿dy mo¿e sobie pozwoliæ na wykupienie ubezpieczenia w naszej
organizacji.  Wykupuj¹c ubezpieczenie w naszej organizacji, zostajesz cz³onkiem najstarszej

organizacji bratniej pomocy w Ameryce.  
Tak jak i w Polsce, tak i na ziemi Lincolna,

ju¿ od listopada "pachnia³o"  œwiêtami Bo¿ego
Narodzenia.  Tradycyjnie uczniowie naszych
sobotnich szkó³ oraz tancerze zespo³ów
tanecznych przygotowali œwi¹teczne koncerty
œpiewu i tañca. 

Ju¿ 6 grudnia na Op³atku Wydzia³u Kobiet
ZPRKA na stany Illinois/Indiana, którego

gospodarzem by³ Dystr. #8 pod przewodnictwem
dyrektorki Krysi Lech, zespo³y taneczne z tego
Dystryktu: "Po³udniowo-Zachodnie Centrum Polskich
Tañców", "Polanie" oraz "Weso³y Lud", wyst¹pi³y z
wi¹zank¹ kolêd i pastora³ek oraz tañców ludowych.
Ogromne wzruszenie towarzyszy³o wszystkim zebranym,
s³uchaj¹cym najpiêkniejszych polskich kolêd.  Kolêdy w
uk³adach choreograficznych pozwala³y nam
zgromadzonym jeszcze piêkniej i g³êbiej prze¿yæ

tajemnicê narodzenia Pana.  Wystêp tych zespo³ów zakoñczy³ siê skeczem ze œw. Miko³ajem,
który potem rozdawa³ symboliczne
upominki. 

W sobotê, 12 grudnia zespó³
taneczny "Polonia" zaprezentowa³
chicagowskiej publicznoœci wspania³y
koncert œwi¹teczny.  Widownia sali
teatralnej by³a wype³niona po brzegi,
obecne by³y przede wszystkim rodziny

naszych tancerzy, ale tak¿e
zaproszeni goœcie, znajomi oraz
sympatycy zespo³u.  Barwna
scenografia wystrojonej sceny
wprowadzi³a zebranych w
œwi¹teczny nastrój.  Furorê zrobili
najm³odsi tancerze zespo³u, ubrani
w jednakowe bia³e stroje
natychmiast zwrócili na siebie

uwagê.   Rozbrzmiewaj¹cy œpiew
kolêd wzruszy³ nas i wprowadzi³ w
prawdziwie bo¿onarodzeniow¹
atmosferê.  W repertuarze zespo³u
oprócz kolêd by³y tañce ludowe,
takie jak krakowiak, kujawiak, tañce
œl¹skie,  kaszubskie, z Podlasia i
warmiñskie, nie zabrak³o poloneza i
mazura, jak równie¿ piêknego
wiedeñskiego walca.  Ca³y koncert

Spotkanie op³atkowe w Lemont, IL.

Op³atek Wydzia³u Kobiet.

Koncert œwi¹teczny zespo³u Polonia.

Koncert œwi¹teczny Po³-Zach. Centrum
Tañców i zespo³u Weso³y Lud.

Patrz¹c przez okienko...

Anna Soko³owska, wiceprezeska



Muszalskiego.  Mieliœmy okazjê nie tylko zlo¿yæ ¿yczenia œwi¹teczne, zjeœæ smaczn¹ kolacjê, ale te¿
uczestniczyæ w szkoleniu, które prowadzi³ Bill Seranko z naszego biura.  Na zakoñczenie
œwi¹tecznego spotkania, Edward Muszalski pogratulowa³ wszystkim zebranym za tegoroczne
osi¹gniêcia i zaanga¿owanie siê w ZPRKA i ¿yczy³, aby w 2010 roku wiecej cz³onków przyby³o do
naszej organizacji.  Dziêkujemy p. Edwardowi za serdeczne przyjêcie oraz za upominki.

W œrodê, 17 grudnia, razem z sekretarzem/skarbnikiem Joyce Szarowicz odwiedzi³yœmy
kuchniê przy parafii œw. Stanis³awa Kostki.  W tej kuchni wydawane s¹ posi³ki dla bezdomnych oraz

biednych rodzin z tej okolicy.  Co roku Tow. #1000 ZPRKA
- sk³ada donacjê na ten szlachetny cel i tak zrobiliœmy w
tym roku.  Siostra Anna serdecznie nas przywitala i
podziêkowa³a ZPRKA za hojn¹ donacjê. W dobie obecnego
kryzysu gospodarczego coraz wiêcej osób zg³asza siê po
jedzenie.  Pamiêtajmy o tych osobach, nie tylko w okresie
œwi¹tecznym, ale przez ca³y rok.

Drodzy Czytelnicy, jak otrzymacie ten numer
gazetki, bêdzie ju¿ luty.  Choæ luty uchodzi za
najmroŸniejszy miesi¹c, to pocieszmy siê, ¿e ju¿ niebawem
koniec zimy, przybywa nam parê godzin s³onecznego
œwiat³a.  Luty to miesi¹c idealny dla zakochanych, wbrew
pozorom ta zimowa temperatura nie ch³odzi gor¹cych
uczuæ, ale sprawia, ¿e wiêcej czasu spêdzamy w domu ze
swoj¹ drug¹ ukochan¹ osob¹.  Tote¿ w tym miesi¹cu ¿yczê

Wam mi³oœci i s³odkoœci, du¿o serdecznoœci, radoœci i przyjemnych chwil. 
KONDOLENCJE

Serdeczne wyrazy wspó³czucia przesy³amy Marioli Wysockiej z powodu œmierci teœciowej Zofii
Wysockiej, Bernice Adamkiewicz z powodu œmierci syna Gregory Adamkiewicz oraz Felicii
Krupiñskiej z powodu œmierci córki Renee Lameka.  Czeœæ ich pamiêci.  Myœlami i modlitw¹
jesteœmy razem z rodzinami zmar³ych. 

¯YCZENIA
W zwi¹zku z zakoñczeniem pracy zawodowej i przejœciem na emeryturê, naszemu

d³ugoletniemu pracownikowi z biura g³ównego ZPRKA - Frankowi Kociubiñskiemu, przydomek
"z³ota r¹czka" - sk³adamy serdeczne podziêkowania za ca³okszta³t prac wykonywanych dla biura
naszej organizacji i przywi¹zanie do ZPRKA.  Jesteœmy bardzo wdziêczni za rzeteln¹ pracê, ka¿d¹
pomoc, ka¿dy uœmiech i ka¿dy ¿art.  Wszyscy w pracy ¿egnamy p. Franka i ¿yczymy aby p.
Frankowi zawsze œwieci³o s³oñce, aby ¿y³ w zdrowiu i nigdy nie ¿a³owa³ niczego.   Mamy nadziejê,
¿e mimo przejœcia na emeryturê, p. Franek bêdzie czêstym goœciem w naszym biurze.

Nastepnie, wszyscy w pracy ¿egnamy i gratulacje sk³adamy pani Sylvii Ruciñskiej z filii
ZPRKA w Cleveland, która te¿ ostatnio przesz³a na emeryturê.  Dziêkujemy za pracê i okazane
przywiazanie do naszej organizacji.  ¯yczymy, aby wszystkie marzenia i plany odk³adane na póŸniej,
siê spe³ni³y.  ¯yczymy zdrowia i radoœci oraz wszystkiego najlepszego!

Czekam na Wasze komentarze, uwagi i nowinki.  Prosze pisaæ na adres: 984 N. Milwaukee Ave,
Chicago, IL 60642, lub telefonowaæ pod numer 1-800-772-8632, lub przez pocztê e-mail:
fraternal.department@prcua.org.
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Sekr/Skarbnik ZPRKA Joyce
Szarowicz, i wiceprezeska Anna

Soko³owska sk³adaj¹ donacjê dla
kuchni przy parafii œw. Stanis³awa

Kostki na rêce s. Anny.

Z Polonezem w Polonezie 
- zespó³ "Polonia" na Florydzie.

Tydzieñ przed zakoñczeniem
roku 2009, piêæ par zespo³u
Polonia pojecha³o do Fr.
Lauderdale na s³onecznej
Florydzie, by tam na balu
sylwestrowym zatañczyæ
w³aœnie Poloneza w
przepiêknej sali Klubu
A m e r y k a ñ s k o - P o l s k i e g o
“Polonez” w Fr. Laurdale.
Nastêpnym tañcem by³

porywaj¹cy i pe³en gracji walc oraz skoczny nowo-s¹decki.  Taniec ten wprowadzi³ do
programu zespo³u Polonii zaprzyjaŸniony z zespo³em, mieszkaj¹cy na sta³e na Florydzie,
pan Jerzy Zaczyñski - za³o¿yciel i wieloletni choreograf Dzieciêcego Zespo³u "S¹deczoki "
z Nowego S¹cza.  By³ on te¿ wspó³inicjatorem przyjazdu zespo³u "Polonia' na Florydê - za
co mu z ca³ego serca dziêkujemy!!!

Wszystkie tañce
wzbudzi³y wœród wielu
zebranych ogromny
podziw, uznanie, i mo¿e
³ezkê têsknoty do dawnej
Polski. 

Na balu
sylwestrowym wœród setek
zaproszonych osób, by³o

wielu honorowych goœci,
którzy zas³ugiwali na szczególne wyró¿nienie i oni to zostali poproszeni do wspólnego
zatañczenia Poloneza  wraz z tancerzami zespo³u.  Wodzirejem tego wspólnego tañca by³a
pani dyrektor Anna Krysinski. 

Najbardziej zas³u¿on¹ osob¹, której zespó³ Polonia zawdziêcza zaproszenie i
zorganizowanie pobytu na Florydzie, by³ prezes Klubu pan Zdzis³aw Zieliñski.  Wspania³e
hotele przy oceanie udostêpnili za darmo pañstwo Poprawscy (Sunrise Hotel), pan Ryszard
Czapla (Ocean Breeze Hotel), pan Zenon Marzec (Hotel Paradise by the Sea). Dla tych
osób oraz innych, zespó³ Polonia pozostanie zawsze g³êboko wdziêczny. 

Bal oraz wspólny taniec zaszczyci³ równie¿ swoim udzia³em przewodnicz¹cy Polonii
z Francji pan
Edmunt Oszczak
z ¿on¹ oraz
córk¹ Céline. 

W s p ó l n a
w s p a n i a ³ a
zabawa trwa³a a¿
do 4-tej rano.
D o s k o n a ³ y c h
polskich potraw

nie sposób by³o
policzyæ i wszystkich popróbowaæ, a i trunków nie zabrak³o. 

Dyrektor zespo³u - Anna Krysiñski udzielaj¹c wywiadu panu Zyggi Czas,
w³aœcicielowi jedynego polskiego programu radiowego na Florydzie "Radio Polonia'',
jeszcze raz podziêkowa³a wszystkim, którzy przyczynili siê do przyjazdu zespo³u.

Udany pobyt na Florydzie w prawdziwie rodzinnej, serdecznej atmosferze Polonii z
Ft. Lauderdale, na d³ugo pozostanie w pamiêci.  Z serca dziêkuj¹c jeszcze raz, ¿yczymy
wszystkim staropolskiego “Dosiego Roku” i Szczêœæ Bo¿e. 

Zdjêcia z balu sylwestrowego na Florydzie mo¿na zobaczyæ na naszej stronie:
www.poloniaensemble.org.

PROGRAM STYPENDIALNY
KONGRESU ORGANIZACJI

BRATERSKICH W MICHIGAN

Co roku Komitet Stypendialny Kongresu Organizacji Braterskich w Michigan (Michigan
Fraternal Congress Scholarship Committee) przyznaje wybranym przez komitet studentem, dwa
bezzwrotne stypendia w wysokoœci $500.00 ka¿de.  Wybór musi nastêpnie zostaæ zatwierdzony
przez Radê Wykonawcz¹ Kongresu.

Wymagania
1. Ubiegaj¹cy siê o stypendium musz¹ byæ mieszkañcami stanu Michigan, ubezpieczonymi i
aktywnymi cz³onkami jednej z organizacji braterskich, która op³aca sk³adki w Kongresie
Organizacji Braterskich w Michigan.
2. Kandydaci musz¹ uczêszczaæ do ostatniej klasy szko³y œredniej (senior) i maj¹ zamiar
rozpocz¹æ studia w pe³nym wymiarze godzin (minimum 12 godz. kredytowych) w semestrze
jesiennym 2010 w jednym z akredytowanych uniwersytetów, kolegiów lub szkó³ handlowych.
3. Po nades³aniu potwierdzenia rozpoczêcia studiów, które musi byæ nades³ane do 1 listopada
2010 r., zwyciêzcy otrzymaj¹ czek w wysokoœci $500.00, który ma byæ przeznaczony na op³atê
czesnego za szko³ê lub zakup podrêczników szkolnych.
4. Nie ma limitu na iloœæ podañ, które nap³yn¹ od cz³onków jednej grupy czy towarzystwa
braterskiego.
5. Certyfikat wystawiony przez Michigan Fraternal Congress zostanie wrêczony zwyciêzcom w
czasie uroczystego zakoñczenia roku szkolnego w szkole œredniej lub w czasie dorocznego
bankietu Kongresu Organizacji Braterskich w Michigan..
6. Ubiegaj¹cy siê o stypendium musz¹ posiadaæ œredni¹ ocen GPA przynajmniej 2.5 (w skali
4.0).  Oficjalny (z pieczêci¹ szko³y) odpis ocen musi byæ nades³any wraz z podaniem o
przes³anie odpisu, przed wyznaczon¹ wczeœniej dat¹.
7. Ubiegaj¹cy siê musz¹ napisaæ wypracowanie (essay) o d³ugoœci do 100 s³ow, w którym opisz¹
swoj¹ pracê wolontariack¹ na rzecz organizacji braterskiej, do której nale¿¹ i/lub dzia³alnoœci na
rzecz Kongresu Organizacji Braterskich w Michigan - z uwzglêdnieniem dat.

W celu otrzymania formularza podania (application) o stypendium prosimy pisaæ na adres:
Josephine Szarowicz, Secretary-Treasurer, PRCUA, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642-
4101 lub zg³aszaæ siê telefonicznie pod numer 773-782-2600, w. 2606

Wype³nione podania musz¹ byæ nades³ane do 1 kwietnia 2010 r. 

ŒRODA POPIELCOWA I WIELKI POST

"Pamiêtaj, ¿e jesteœ prochem i w proch siê obrócisz" - te s³owa pochodz¹ce z “Ksiêgi
Rodzaju” wypowiadaæ bêd¹ kap³ani, posypuj¹c g³owy wiernych popio³em w œrodê, 17
lutego.  Popió³ jest symbolem koñca, ma przypomnieæ cz³owiekowi o kruchoœci jego ¿ycia
i nieuchronnej œmierci.  Zwyczaj posypywania g³ów pochodzi z VIII w., w XI wieku zacz¹³
obowi¹zywaæ w Koœciele katolickim dziêki
decyzji ówczesnego Papie¿a Urbana II.  

Œroda Popielcowa rozpoczyna Wielki
Post, który ma nas pobudziæ do refleksji nad
sensem i wartoœci¹ naszego ¿ycia
chrzeœcijañskiego i do odkrywania
mi³osierdzia Bo¿ego, abyœmy sami z kolei
stawali siê bardziej mi³osierni wzglêdem
innych.  40-dniowy okres Wielkiego Postu
to czas duchowych przygotowañ do œwi¹t
Wielkanocy. “Popielec” - Juliana Fa³at, 1881 r.



Procesy beatyfikacyjne Jana Paw³a II 
i ks. Jerzego Popie³uszki

Papie¿ Benedykt XVI podpisa³ 19 grudnia 2009
roku dekret o uznaniu heroicznoœci cnót Jana Paw³a
II.  Tym samym zamkniêta zosta³a najistotniejsza
czêœæ procesu beatyfikacyjnego Jana Paw³a, który II
rozpocz¹³ siê w czerwcu 2005 roku, oko³o trzy
miesi¹ce po jego œmierci - by³o to absolutnym
rekordem w najnowszej historii Koœcio³a. 

Kolejnym etapem bêdzie orzeczenie komisji
lekarskich, teologów oraz biskupów i kardyna³ów
Kongregacji Spraw Kanonizacyjnych, stwierdzaj¹ce,
czy uzdrowienie francuskiej zakonnicy z choroby
Parkinsona mo¿na uznaæ za cud dokonany za
wstawiennictwem Jana Paw³a II.  Jak poinformowa³
postulator procesu ks. S³awomir Oder, prace o uznanie
cudu s¹ na pó³metku.  Przypuszcza siê, ¿e dekret o
uznaniu cudu mo¿e zostaæ og³oszony najwczeœniej w
po³owie roku, co pozwoli³oby og³osiæ papie¿a Polaka
b³ogos³awionym w niedzielê 17 paŸdziernika 2010 roku, dzieñ po 32. rocznicy
wyboru Karola Wojty³y na nastêpcê œw. Piotra.

*
Papie¿ Benedykt XVI podpisa³ równie¿ dekret o mêczeñstwie ksiêdza

Jerzego Popie³uszki, kapelana “Solidarnoœci”, zamordowanego przez oficerów SB
w 1984 roku.   Dekret o mêczeñstwie ks. Popie³uszki, zakoñczy³ proces
beatyfikacyjny kapelana i umo¿liwi³ podanie daty wyniesienia go na o³tarze.
Beatyfikacja ks. Jerzego Popie³uszki nast¹pi prawdopodobnie w czerwcu 2010 r.

Proces beatyfikacyjny ksiêdza Jerzego Popie³uszki otwarty zosta³ oficjalnie 8
lutego 1997 r. w koœciele pw. œw. Stanis³awa Kostki w Warszawie, a etap
diecezjalny procesu zakoñczono dok³adnie cztery lata póŸniej.  3 maja 2001 roku
nast¹pi³o wszczêcie prac przez Kongregacjê ds. Kanonizacyjnych, która w 2002 r.
wyda³a dekret o wa¿noœci akt procesu.  Na pocz¹tku roku 2009 papie¿ Benedykt
XVI zgodzi³ siê na przyspieszony tryb rozpatrzenia sprawy, który zakoñczono
podpisaniem dekretu o mêczêñstwie.  

19 paŸdziernika 1984 r. na drodze do Torunia, ks. Popie³uszko zosta³
uprowadzony przez funkcjonariuszy Samodzielnej Grupy "D" Departamentu IV
MSW w mundurach funkcjonariuszy Wydzia³u Ruchu
Drogowego MO.  Kap³ana skrêpowano i przewo¿ono w
baga¿niku.  Przed œmierci¹ by³ torturowany, a obci¹¿one
11-kilogramowym workiem kamieni cia³o wrzucono do
Wis³y przy tamie ko³o W³oc³awka.  Wy³owiono je
dopiero 30 paŸdziernika.  Zabójstwo i ujawnienie prawdy
o œmierci ksiêdza wywo³a³o oburzenie spo³eczne.
Pogrzeb ks. Popie³uszki, który odby³ siê 11 marca 1984
roku, zgromadzi³ olbrzymie t³umy i przekszta³ci³ siê w
wielk¹ manifestacjê.  Ks. Popie³uszko zosta³ pochowany
na terenie koœcio³a parafialnego œw. Stanis³awa Kostki w
Warszawie, w którym by³ kap³anem. 

Uwa¿a siê, ¿e ksi¹dz Jerzy jest mêczennikiem krwi,
zaœ Jan Pawe³ II - mêczennikiem w swym powo³aniu.  
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Na pomoc poszkodowanym w Haiti

Zarz¹d ZPRKA ustanowi³ zbiórkê pieniêdzy “Haiti Relief Fund” na rzecz
poszkodowanych w trzêsieniu ziemi, które we wtorek 12 stycznia 2010 r. nawiedzi³o
wyspê Haiti.  Epicentrum znajdowa³o siê ok. 15 km. na po³udniowy-zachód od stolicy
Haiti Port-au-Prince i mia³o si³ê ponad 7 w skali Richtera - najsilniejsze trzêsienie ziemi
w tym regionie od ponad 200 lat. 

Wed³ug wstêpnych szacunków haitañskiej obrony cywilnej, w trzêsieniu zginê³o 75
tys. ludzi (mog³o zgin¹æ nawet ok. 200 tys.), 250 tys. zosta³o rannych, a ponad milion
jest bez dachu nad g³ow¹, brak jest ¿ywnoœci, artyku³ów pierwszej pomocy, œrodków
medycznych i higienicznych, ubrañ, itd.  Od chwili tragedii trwa akcja ratunkowa.

We œrodê, 13 stycznia w godzinach porannych 60 kilometrów na pó³nocny zachód
od stolicy Port-au-Prince nast¹pi³o ponowne trzêsienie ziemi o sile ok. 6 stopni w skali
Richtera.

Pomoc dla dotkniêtego trzêsieniem ziemi Haiti nap³ywa z Czerwonego Krzy¿a i
innych organizacji pomocowych, Banku Œwiatowego oraz wielu krajów œwiata.

Zarz¹d ZPRKA apeluje do wszystkich cz³onków, agentów ubezpieczeniowych,
dyrektorów Dystryków, dzia³aczy w lokalnych Towarzystwach ZPRKA, do
przy³¹czenia siê do akcji pomocy.

Wiele osób przekaza³o ju¿ swoje donacje innym organizacjom zbieraj¹cym
fundusze na ten cel.  Osoby, które nie s¹ pewne, której organizacji chcia³yby przekazaæ
donacjê, mog¹ sprawdziæ informacje nt. ró¿nych akcji charytatywnych pod adresem
www.give.org (BBB Wise Giving Alliance) lub www.charitywatch.org (American
Institute of Philanthropy).

Prosimy o sk³adanie datków na: Polish Roman Catholic Union of America z
napisem na czeku: “Haiti Relief Fund”.  Czeki nale¿y wysy³aæ na adres: 

PRCUA
President Wallace Ozog
984 N Milwaukee
Chicago, IL 60642-4101.

Osoby indywidualne lub Towarzystwa ZPRKA, które przeka¿¹ donacje poprzez
inne organizacje a nie bezpoœrednio na “Haiti Relief Fund”, prosimy o wype³nienie
formularza ze str. 3 i przes³anie do ZPRKA.  Informacja ta zostanie nastêpnie
przekazana Krajowemu Kongresowi Organizacji Braterskich (National Fraternal
Congress of America), który prowadzi statystykê sk³adek przekazanych przez cz³onków
na cele chartytatywne.  Na swojej stronie internetowej NFCA zamieszcza sumê
przekazanych sk³adek.

SPECJALNE PLANY UBEZPIECZENIOWE
Doskona³y prezent na ka¿d¹ okazjê

W 2010 roku ZPRKA obchodziæ bêdzie jubileusz 137 lat istnienia naszej organizacji
i s³u¿by dla Polonii amerykañskiej.  W zwi¹zku z tym ZPRKA oferuje Specjalny
Jubileuszowy Plan Ubezpieczeniowy “137th Anniversary Special”.  Jest to 20-letni plan
ubezpieczeniowy, który posiada wartoœæ gotówkow¹, nie przewiduje jednak wyp³aty
¿adnych dywidend.

Wykupuj¹c ten nowy plan ubezpieczeniowy, przy op³acie pierwszej rocznej sk³adki,
mo¿na otrzymaæ zni¿kê wykorzystuj¹c bon o wysokoœci $137.00.  Aby ubezpieczenie
zosta³o ca³kowicie sp³acone, nale¿y uiszczaæ pe³ne op³aty przez nastêpne 19 lat.  

*
60. Sejm ZPRKA odbêdzie siê w dniach 8-11 sierpnia 2010 r.  W zwi¹zku ze

zbli¿aj¹cym siê Sejmem oferujemy przygotowany specjalnie z myœl¹ o promocji Sejmu -
Specjalny Plan Sejmowy “60th Convention Special”.  Jest to sta³y plan
ubezpieczeniowy, przy wykupieniu którego wymagana jest jednorazowa op³ata.  Plan ten
posiada wartoœæ gotówkow¹ i przewidywane s¹ wyp³aty dywidend. 

Wykupuj¹c Specjalny Plan Sejmowy “60th Convention Special”, przy wp³acie
jednorazowej sk³adki, mo¿na otrzymaæ zni¿kê wykorzystuj¹c bon o wysokoœci $60.00.
Zachêcamy wszystkich do skorzystania z niskiej op³aty za ten plan ubezpieczeniowy.
Plan ten daje Pañstwu zabezpieczenie z chwil¹ wykupienia oraz w przysz³oœci - bez
wnoszenia dodatkowych op³at.  

*
Dok³adne informacje nt. powy¿szych programów specjalnych, oraz innych

oferowanych przez ZPRKA produktów, mo¿na uzyskaæ kontaktuj¹c siê z jednym z
naszych biur, lub z jednym z naszych agentów ubezpieczeniowych.  W angielskiej sekcji
“Narodu Polskiego” znajduj¹ siê tabele z cenami sk³adek i bon zni¿kowy na $60.00,
który mo¿na wykorzystaæ przy wykupieniu planu “60th Convention Special”. 

GRATULUJEMY 
NAJLEPSZYM SPRZEDAWCOM 

PLANÓW ANNUITY

Gratulujemy wszystkim sprzedawcom, którzy w okresie od 1 stycznia do
31 grudnia 2009 roku sprzedali programy Annuities.  W tej grupie znajduje siê
kilku nowych sprzedawców, którzy osi¹gnêli doskona³e wyniki.  Na stronie 1 i
3 “Narodu Polskiego” podajemy nazwiska najlepszych sprzedawców oraz listê
supewizorów i liczbê sprzedanych w ich Dystrykcie programów Annuity.

Wszystkim agentom sprzeda¿y i superwizorom gratulujemy
dotychczasowych osi¹gniêæ, dziêkujemy za promocjê ZPRKA i us³ug
finansowych, które nasza organizacja oferuje oraz ¿yczymy kolejnych
sukcesów w nastêpnym roku.

Karol Wojty³a
Ojciec Œwiêty
Jan Pawe³ II

Ks. Jerzy
Popie³uszko.




