
Dear Friends and Fellow Members of the PRCUA,
My message to you today is one that I have been thinking

about long before you elected me as your president.
During my campaign last August, my platform consisted of

a three-pronged approach to our organization: 
1. Financial strength and integrity
2. Sales and marketing of our organization's financial products
3. Fraternalism

At the Inaugural Ball, I suggested Town Hall meetings so
that we could learn from you what your concerns, hopes and
desires are for the PRCUA. I asked that we be invited to these
meetings. You responded enthusiastically. 

We have been invited to District 5, Toledo, Ohio; District 5,
Cleveland, Ohio; District 6 Milwaukee, Wisconsin; District 7,
Chicago, Illinois; District 8, Chicago, Illinois and District 9,
Munster, Indiana. We will be visiting District 3, Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, in May. My wife, Judy, has accompanied me on all
of these visits.

The overall results of these meetings is that our members
want the PRCUA to succeed and prosper as a leader in the fraternal benefit arena and that we
be a strong and viable institution.

Let me address, in reverse order, what we found regarding the subjects of my platform.

FRATERNALISM
In each and every one of the visits that Judy and I have taken to our organization's many

functions, we have come away with renewed enthusiasm for the future of our organization. We
have been to Town Hall meetings, Polish Language and Dance school recitals, formal balls and

anniversary occasions. We continue to marvel at the spirit,
effort and enthusiasm of not only the participants but also the
organizers and individuals who devote so much of their time
and effort into making these affairs such successful events. 

WE THANK EACH AND EVERY ONE OF YOU.
Your fraternalism is an area of boundless enthusiasm,

energy and spirit. But sad to say, there are not enough active
Societies for our great organization to grow and prosper. We
have areas that once prospered with enthusiastic activity but
now are dormant and lacking the spark and willingness to
rejuvenate. These areas are missing the next generation of
leaders needed to reenergize themselves. We need these
leaders to redevelop those Societies and Districts to again be
involved in growing their Societies with activities that bring
together members who want to have the camaraderie,
fellowship and fraternity that our more successful Societies
have. This is the primary method used by our more successful
Societies and Districts to become and remain so dynamic.

CAN YOU GET INVOLVED?
We need your involvement. In fact, we will help you

get involved. All of the officers will go anywhere we are
invited to help energize a stagnant Society with suggestions on
how to participate in all our PRCUA affairs. Financial
assistance is available in helping to organize Polish dance and
language schools, Society picnics, athletic events and
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anniversary celebrations. We can help, but we cannot do it all
from Chicago. Our organizations' greatest strength remains at
the grass roots level in the Societies. Dedicated individuals -
who have a love for our Polish heritage and a love for the
PRCUA - can make for a successful Society and District and
therefore, a successful Polish Roman Catholic Union of
America. Ask yourself: How can I help?

WILL YOU HELP?  

SALES AND MARKETING
Our insurance sales for last year were very poor. The total

face value of insurance written in 2010 was $3,810,000 versus
$5,203,000 in 2009. This reduction could be a result of the weak
economy, or our convention activity last year, or a disinterest
in our products, or all three. Whatever the reason, it is
imperative that we energize our efforts to solicit new members
into our organization.  It is very important for the financial
strength and membership growth of the PRCUA 

To that end, we regularly meet with our actuary to review
our present insurance products and make changes to better
service our members and strengthen our Union.

We have also recently researched our insurance rates
against many of our fraternal competitors. On a comparative
basis, in many instances, when comparing our whole life
plans, our premiums are lower. Our survey shows this. We
just have to convince you that they are.

We recently introduced the FAMILY PLUS LIFE
INSURANCE SPECIAL, wherein a family household can, at
reasonable cost, provide for a significant amount of life
insurance coverage for each member of the family and any
additional future members. To encourage individuals to
research this plan, the PRCUA is also offering an additional
discount of 10% off our stated premium.

If you haven't already seen the promotion in the Narod
Polski or talked to one of our deputies about this plan, please
contact us here in Chicago. We will readily work with you to
see if this plan fits your family life insurance needs.

We are strengthening our sales force in training and
education. We have held deputy training seminars in Chicago,
Cleveland and Wyandotte, MI. We will continue this
educational process to further provide our representatives
with the knowledge to give you the best insurance service and
advice.

We are setting up a separate Sales and Marketing
Department which, through our research efforts, will provide
information for you about what is new in the insurance
environment. 

Bringing in new members is essential but we cannot do
this alone. The PRCUA needs all of us to work together to fill
our ranks with new applicants who want to be members.
CAN YOU BRING ONE NEW MEMBER INTO THE PRCUA?

(Continued on page 3)
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1 WARREN, MI - POLSKI MAKI RECITAL on Sunday, May 1 at 2 pm at Lincoln High, 1701
Champaign, Lincoln Park, MI 48154

1 CHICAGO, IL - SACRED HEART SOCIETY 308 MEETING on Sunday, May 1, at 1:00
p.m., in the PRCUA Social Hall, 984 N. Milwaukee Avenue, Chicago, IL. Contact: Mary Clark,
Financial Secretary, (773) 582-5835 

5 MICHIGAN - ST. THERESA SOCIETY #428 IMPORTANT MEETING to discuss Merger
with another Society on Thursday, May 5 at 7:30 pm. Place to be announced. Contact
Christopher Ozog at 586-524-4907 or christopher-ozog@prcua.org to RSVP for meeting and
to find out more details.  If you can't make it, you can also call Dir. Chris Ozog to discuss this
matter

7 TOLEDO, OH - PRCUA SOCIETIES 1617,719, 1584, AND 1633 BLOOD DRIVE on Sat.,
May 7 at Misiuda Hall, 5255 N. Detroit Ave., Toledo OH from 9 am to 2 pm. Contact: Joan
Sylak at 419-729-2126

8 HAPPY MOTHER’S DAY

9 CHICAGO, IL - DISTRICT # 7 MEETING on Mon., May 9 at 7:30 pm at PRCUA Social
Hall, 984 N. Milwaukee, Chicago, IL. May Crowning of the Blessed Mother. Contact: Shirley
Dudzinski, Secy. 773-763-4069.

15 TOLEDO, OH - SOC. #1584, #1633, #1617 & #719 MEETING on Sun., May 15 at 1
pm, Misiuda Hall, 5255 N. Detroit, Toledo, OH. Contact: Joan Sylak at 419-729-2126

15 WYANDOTTE, MI - SOC. #162 MEETING on Sun., May 15 at 1 pm. at PRCU #162 Hall,
1430 Oak Street, Wyandotte, MI. Dues: L. Alexander, 1059 Molno, Wyandotte, MI 48192

17 JOHNSTOWN, PA - ST. CASIMIR'S SOC. #531 MEETING on Tues., May 17 at 7:30 pm,
306 Power St. Send premiums to: L. McClain, 306 Power St., Johnstown, PA 15906

18 CHICAGO, IL SOC. #475 MEETING on Wed., May 18 at 7:30 pm at PRCUA Social Hall,
984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL Contact: B. Jura 773-685-313418

19 LANSING, MI - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 MEETING on Thurs., May 19 at Federated
Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope Rd., Lansing, MI. Pot luck dinner at 6 pm; meeting follows at
7 pm. Contact: Tom Croff 517-627-0222

19 CHICAGO, IL - ILL-IND WOMEN'S DIVISION MEETING on Thurs., May 19 at 10:30 am at
PRCUA Social Hall, 984 N. Milwaukee, Chicago, IL. May Coronation ceremony and Mother of
the Year. Contact: Irene Rush 630-295-5607. Raffle prizes appreciated.

21 PHILADELPHIA, PA - TOWN HALL MEETING WITH PRES. DROBOT AND PRCUA
OFFICERS for all PRCUA members in PA, NJ, DE and MD on Sat., May 21 at 9:00 am at Phila.
Office, 2636-38 E. Allegheny Ave., Phila., PA. Your attendance is appreciated.

24 WARREN, MI - POPE JOHN PAUL II SOC. #1593 MEETING on Tues., May 24 at 7 pm,
St. Anne's H.S., 36000 Mound Rd., Warren, MI. Contact: B. Adamkiewicz 586-573-7510

27 DETROIT, MI - POLISH AMERICAN NIGHT AT COMERICA PARK on Fri., May 27, Tigers
vs. Boston; Pre-Game Dancers on the Field; PRCUA Pres. Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. will throw the
ceremonial ball; 7:05 Game Time: Contact: Ralph Raczynski 586-754-0411

Calendar  oof  
PRCUA EEvents
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4 STERLING HTS., MI - PJP II ANNUAL YOUTH
BOWLING for ages 3 to 16 on Sat., June 4, 10:30 a.m. to
1:30 pm, Five Star Lanes, 16 Mile & Dequindre, Sterling Hts.,
MI. Cost: $4 per PRCUA member regular bowler; $5 per
bumper bowler; $6 per non-member regular bowler. Price
includes games, shoe rental, pizza/beverage. Registration at
10:15 a.m. Contact: Dir. Chris Ozog 586-524-4907

5 HICKORY HILLS, IL - MARIA KONOPNICKA PRCUA
SOCIETY #1622 PICNIC on Sun., June 5 at Noon, Buffalo
Woods, 87th St. and Kean Ave., Platform #3.  Come and join
us for fun.  Sports, kid’s games, raffles and surprises.  A lot
of delicious food, beer and soda can be purchased. Proceeds
will go towards Soc. #1622 sholarship fund. Contact:  Ed
Muszalski (708) 599-9246 or John Frankowicz (708) 598-5171

9 LANSING, MI - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 MEETING
on Thurs., June 9 at Federated Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt.
Hope Rd., Lansing, MI. Pot luck dinner at 6 pm; meeting
follows at 7 pm. Contact: Tom Croff 517-627-0222

12 ALLEN PARK, MI - FATHER AL'S SOCIETY #1493
MEETING on June 12 at 2 pm.  For more information you can
email the society at father_als_1493@yahoo.com or join
Al's Society #1493 on Facebook or contact 734-941-3466

12 CHICAGO, IL - SACRED HEART MASS HOSTED BY
DISTRICT #7 on June 12 at 10:00 am at St. Ferdinand
Church, 5900 W. Barry Ave., Chicago. Lunch after Mass at
Grota Banquets, 3112 N. Central Ave., Chicago, IL.  $22 per
person.  Free parking 1/2 block north. For reservations and
information contact: Dir. Bob Bugielski, 773-725-5655

12 NILES, IL - POLONIA ENSEMBLE 25TH ANNIVERSARY
BANQUET & PROGRAM on Sun., June 12 at 5 p.m. at House
of the White Eagle, 6839 Milwaukee Ave., Niles, IL. Open
bar. Tickets are $65 for adults (Open Bar) and $18 for ages
16 yrs. and younger. Contact: Anna Krysinski 847-529-2555

14 JOHNSTOWN, PA - ST. CASIMIR'S SOC. #531
MEETING on Tues., June 14 at 7:30 pm, 306 Power St. Send
premiums to: L. McClain, 306 Power St., Johnstown, PA
15906

JUNE
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(Continued from page 1)
Our annuity program is second to none. For years our members benefited from above

average interest rate credits. As long as the PRCUA could earn a significant return on your
investment, you prospered. However, in the present investment environment with returns on
investments in the 3% to 4% range, we have found it necessary to reduce the rate paid to our
annuity holders. Our current rates are still competitive and are still significantly higher than
those offered by banks and mutual fund money markets.

Please be assured that we are constantly reviewing our return on investments and we will
make adjustments to the quoted rates accordingly.

STAY WITH US.
Many of our members over the past year have received notices indicating that they must

resume paying premiums on some of the life insurance certificates that they were holding and
were not paying premiums on. This plan of insurance, when purchased, used an actuarial
sampling that indicated that the dividends, although not guaranteed, would accumulate cash
value and - after a certain number of years - would be sufficient to pay the annual premiums
on the certificate. Unfortunately, those models made in the 1990's assumed that the good times
would go on forever. We all know what has happened to our economy, our housing bubble,
our financial market meltdown, our high unemployment and our auto industry bankruptcies.
Consequently this assumption proved not to be true. We are working with our members who
have been affected by this and we are offering options to them to continue their insurance with
the PRCUA. Those who have been affected have been contacted to discuss these options.

WE WILL WORK WITH YOU.

FINANCIAL STRENGTH AND INTEGRITY
Our organization, like the private economy, state and federal governments and our own

individual situations, has not been immune to the economic misfortunes that have affected our
country over the last four years. The stock market collapse, the banking bailouts and the auto
industry bankruptcies have all undermined the financial state of the country, individuals and
the PRCUA. Reductions in the interest earned on our bond portfolio, losses in our stock
portfolio and excess general operating expenses have caused us to lower the interest paid on
annuities, lower dividends and slash our operating expenses. 

WHILE WE WERE BENDING, WE DID NOT BREAK!
We are recovering in our stock portfolio, we have greatly improved the spread in our

annuity portfolio to over 2.25% and we reduced operating expenses again in 2010 by over
$400,000 from 2009 and over $1,000,000 from the 2008 level.

We are always reviewing our expenses and anticipate making further reductions in
expenses in 2011. 

However, while we have been working through these financial hard times, our assets
continued to grow. The level of assets in 2008 was $169 million; in 2010 it reached the level of
$188 million, reflecting your confidence in the PRCUA. This increase in assets was primarily a
result of increased deposits into our annuity programs.

IN CONCLUSION
Our economy may not be out of the woods and we may still see difficult times ahead, but

please be aware that the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America is well poised to withstand
and survive any further economic and financial roller coasters.

PLEASE LEND A HAND AND LET'S ALL GO FORWARD INTO THE FUTURE WITH A
STRONGER AND BIGGER AND MORE SUCCESSFUL …

POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA!

Fraternally yours,

Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. 
National President, Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

State of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America (Cont.)District #7’s Corned Beef &
Cabbage Dinner Is A Big Success

On March 13, friends gathered for the Annual Corned Beef
and Cabbage Dinner hosted by District #7. The event was held
at the Social Hall in the PRCUA Headquarters in Chicago, IL.
The afternoon was filled with socializing and laughter. Many of
the guests were repeat participants, who brought friends with
them for the first time. 

District #7 President Walter Szarowicz
welcomed everyone. Then he called upon Fr.
Gene Szarek, C.R., Provincial of the
Congregation of the Resurrection, who led
everyone in prayer before the food was served. 

As usual, the meal was delicious and
enjoyed by all. The highlight of the afternoon
was the selection of one female guest as the
honored "Lassie" and one male guest as the
honored "Lad" of the St. Patrick's Day themed
dinner. The honors went to Florence Stachowiak and Ted Lech,
who each received a surprise gift.

The 2011 Cinderella Monica Marszalek and Prince
Charming Robert Bukowski were present. After the dinner, a
raffle of assorted prizes was held as a fund raiser for District #7.
Thanks go to PRCUA's Royal Couple, as well as to Jaclyn
Krysinski, for distributing the raffle gifts to the winners. 

A hearty thank you goes to the hard-working Committee:
Wally and Joyce Szarowicz, Steve and Irene DeLonka, Lillian
Stempinski, Mary Gorny, Shirley Dudzinski, Carol Zurawski,
Dir. Bob Bugielski, Dir. Anna Krysinski, as well as Sharon and
Steve Haberski. A good time was had by all. (See many more
photos at www.prcua.org, News & Events, 2011 Corned Beef)

Submitted by Joyce Szarowicz, Past PRCUA Secretary-Treasurer 

(L-r) District 7 Directors Anna Krysinski and Bob Bugielski, Lassie Florence
Stachowiak, Lad Ted Lech and District 7 President Walter Szarowicz

(L-r) Mark Sokolowski, First Lady Judy Drobot, Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski,
President Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. and Supervisor Ed Muszalski

(L-r) Richard Jaminski, Bernie Jura, Lorene Pontarelli, Joyce Szarowicz
and Mary Brzezniak

Fr. Gene Szarek, CR

Message from the Sales and Marketing Department…
Do I need Life Insurance? Nothing is certain in life - but we can all be certain that we will die. If

someone will suffer financially when you die, you need life insurance. The emotional struggle that is felt
when a loved one is lost is only compounded when financial difficulties appear. This does not have to
happen!

Life insurance proceeds (also known as “death benefit”) provide cash to your loved ones after you
are gone and unable to provide financial assistance in the form of your income. And the best part is that
there are no federal income taxes on life insurance benefits!

To determine how much life insurance you need, you must ask what expenses would your family
incur without you? Some examples of expenses include: 
Final expenses: funeral costs, medical bills, taxes, debts, lawyers' fees
Daily living: rent/mortgage, food, clothing, transportation costs, healthcare
Future: savings for college or retirement

Please take some time to consider how life insurance may fit into your financial plans - whether
you're young or old, married or single, have children or don't. Some form of life insurance protection is
required at every stage of life.. The PRCUA has many life insurance options available to fit your
budget and needs!                                                                                                    (Continued on page 5)
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VERVERYY IMPORIMPORTTANTANT APPEAL TAPPEAL TO POLONIAO POLONIA
After years of continued hard work by the Polish American Congress to secure the

admission of Poland to the U.S. Visa Waiver Program (VWP), our efforts have attracted key
members of the Illinois Congressional delegation in Washington, DC –  Senator Mark Kirk (R)
and Congressman Mike Quigley (D) – who pledged to spearhead bipartisan legislation to
include Poland in the Program.

As the result, two corresponding bills, sharing the same title of: “Secure Travel and
Counterterrorism Partnership Program Act of 2011”, were introduced in both chambers of the
U.S. Congress: H.R. 959 sponsored by Rep.Quigley in the House of Representatives, and S. 497
sponsored by Sen. Barbara Mikulski (D-MD) in the Senate. 

The aim of the bill is to modernize the VWP requirements by setting the overstay rate
(rather than the refusal rate, as it is practiced now) as the main criterion for a country’s
eligibility and membership. This would enable admission of Poland to the program.

This is OUR GOLDEN OPPORTUNITY for Polish Americans to work toward ensuring a
passage of the bill. Let’s not lose this golden opportunity! Only through concerted and
energetic political action on the part of everyone can this golden opportunity be successful. 

A strong effort is urgently needed to saturate, by phone, letters and e-mail, the
Congressional delegations of ALL states. What can YOU DO?
1. Concentrate on those Representatives and Senators from your state who serve on the
Committee of the Judiciary (see below) and urge them to support the Bill and to make sure the
Bill is referred for a vote on the floor of both houses.
2. If your Representative and/or Senators are not on the Committees listed below, please
contact them and strongly urge them to support the bill by becoming its co-sponsor AND to
vote in favor of the passage of the Bill.

BILL IN THE U.S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES:
H.R. 959: “Secure Travel and Counterterrorism Partnership Program Act of 2011”
Sponsor: Rep. Quigley, Mike [D-IL] (introduced 3/8/2011)
Cosponsors (as of 4-13-11 - state/district follow names) Rep. Berkley, Shelley [NV-1]; Rep.
Higgins, Brian [NY-27]; Rep. Hunter, Duncan D. [CA-52]; Rep. Kaptur, Marcy [OH-9]; Rep.
Lipinski, Daniel [IL-3]; Rep. Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [NJ-8]; Rep. Polis, Jared [CO-2]; Rep. Schakowsky,
Janice D. [IL-9]; Rep. Shimkus, John [IL-19]. 

On 3/21/2011, the Bill was referred to the House Subcommittee on Immigration Policy and
Enforcement. Members of that Subcommittee are those Congressmen listed below. THESE
ARE THE CONGRESSMEN YOU ESPECIALLY NEED TO CONTACT TO ASK THEM TO
VOTE IN FAVOR OF BILL HR 959 & REFER IT TO A VOTE ON THE HOUSE FLOOR:
Rep. Elton Gallegly (R) CA-24 Chair (202) 225-5811 Rep. S. King (R) IA-5 (202) 225-4426
Rep. Dan Lungren (R) CA-3 (202) 225-5716 Rep. Z. Lofgren CA-16 (202) 225-3072
Rep. Maxine Waters (D) CA-35 (202) 225-2201 Rep. D. Ross (R) FL-12 (202) 225-1252
Rep. Louie Gohmert (R) TX-1 (202) 225-3035 Rep. T. Gowdy  SC-4 (202) 225-6030
Rep. Ted Poe (R) TX-2 (202) 225-6565 Rep. S. Lee (D) TX-18(202) 225-3816

BILL IN THE U.S. SENATE:
S.497: Secure Travel and Counterterrorism Partnership Program Act of 2011
Sponsor: Sen Barbara Mikulski [D-MD] Co-sponsor (As of 4-13-11): Sen Mark Kirk, [IL]
Latest Action: 3/7/2011 Referred to Senate Committee on the Judiciary.
Members of the U.S. Senate Committee on the Judiciary. THESE ARE THE SENATORS
YOU ESPECIALLY NEED TO CONTACT TO ASK THEM TO VOTE IN FAVOR OF BILL
S497 & REFER IT TO A VOTE ON THE FLOOR OF THE SENATE:
Sen. Patrick J. Leahy, Chair, D-VT (202) 224-4242 Sen. Jon Kyl R-AZ (202) 224-4521
Sen. Jeff Sessions R-AL (202) 224-4124 Sen. D. Feinstein D-CA (202) 224-3841
Sen. Richard Blumenthal D-CT (202) 224-2823 Sen. C. Coons D-DE (202) 224-5042
Sen. Dick Durbin D-IL (202) 224-2152 Sen. C. Grassley R-IA (202) 224-3744
Sen. Amy Klobuchar D-MM (202) 224-3244 Sen. Al Franken D-MN (202) 224-5641
Sen. Chuck Schumer D-NY (202) 224-6542 Sen. T. Coburn R-OK (202) 224-5754
Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse D-RI Phone: (202) 224-2921 Sen. L. Graham R-SC(202) 224-5972
Sen. John Cornyn R-TX (202) 224-2934 Sen. Michael Lee R-UT (202) 224-5444
Sen. Orrin G. Hatch R-UT (202) 224-5251 Sen. Herb Kohl D-WI (202) 224-5653

EMAILS: It is ABSOLUTELY CRUCIAL that you contact both your Representative AND your
Senators to express your support for the bills. It does not cost anything but a little time. To
send emails, go to: http://www.house.gov/ and click on Representatives and select your state
or for the Senate, go to http://www.senate.gov/ and click on Senators and select your state.
Other Senators’ phone numbers are below. Call the Senator in the state where you reside.
Sen. Bill Nelson FL (202) 224-5274 Sen. Marco Rubio, FL (202) 224-3041
Sen. Daniel Coats, IN (202) 224-5623 Sen. Richard Lugar, IN (202) 224-4814
Sen. Benjamin Cardin, MD (202) 224-4524 Sen. Ron Johnson, WI (202) 244-6324
Sen. Scott Brown, MA (202) 224-4543 Sen. John Kerry, MA (202) 224-2742
Sen. Carl Levin, MI ((202) 224-6221 Sen. D. Stabenow, MI (202) 224-4822  
Sen. Roy Blunt, MO (202) 224-5721 Sen. C. McCaskill, MI (202) 224-6154
Sen. Mike Johanns, NE (202) 224-4224 Sen. Ben Nelson, NE (202) 224-6551
Sen. Kelly Ayotte, NH (202) 224-3324 Sen. J. Shaheen, NH (202) 224-2841 
Sen. Frank Lautenberg, NJ (202) 244-3224 Sen. R. Menendez, NJ (202) 244-4744
Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, NY (202) 244-4451 Sen. C. Schumer, NY (202) 244-6542
Sen. Sherrod Brown, OH (202) 244-2315 Sen. Rob Portman, OH (202) 244-3353
Sen. Robert Casey, Jr., PA (202) 244-6324 Sen. P. Toomey, PA (202) 244-4254
Sen. Joe Manchin III, WV (202) 244-3954 Sen. J. Rockefeller, WV (202) 244-6472

Congrats Mitchel
Rogowski
Mitchel Rogowski is a

senior at  Pinckney High
School in MI. He has
accomplished much this
season in hockey.

He has made All State
for the 2nd year in a row, this
year in the Division 2 first

team, also M.V.P. in the
Traverse City Tournament and All Tournament Team in the
Grandville Tournament. Mitchel leads the KLAA conference with 63
points, 25 goals and 38 assists all done in 27 games. He also led his
team to the first quarter finals in the school’s history, but lost the
final to Wyandotte , who later won the State Championship. 

Mitchel is a member of PRCUA Society # 718. He plans on
playing junior hockey for a year or two, then attending college.

Mitchel was very happy that his younger brother, Patrick, was
able to play on the Varsity this year. The school and the family hope
that Patrick will continue where Mitchel left off. 

Mitchel is the grandson of Don & Dorothy Rogowski, long time
PRCUA members. “We are very proud of Mitchel and hope he will
continue to achieve great things in junior hockey and then in
college,” said his Grandmother Dorothy. Congrats from PRCUA!

PGSA Quarterly Meeting/Lecture
The next meeting of the Polish Genealogical Society of America

(PGSA) will be held on Sunday, May 15th at 2 p.m. in the PRCUA
Social Hall, 984 Milwaukee Ave., Chicago.  A presentation, "How
Creative Filenames & Excel Pay Big Organizational & Personal
Dividends" will be given by Robert Pine.  He will provide solutions
to finding documents and organizing large amounts of genealogical
data.  Following his handout, he will walk you through samples that
will illustrate the technique he has developed and how they can be
applied to your needs.

Robert Pine is a lifetime Chicagoan and graduate of De Paul
University who has been researching his Polish and Lithuanian roots
for several years.  He has also been involved in English immersion
camps in Poland.

Come early to exchange ideas with your fellow genealogists and
to browse PGSA books and materials.   For more information, visit
our website at www.PGSA.org

Looking for Help to Find Your Polish Ancestors? Members of
the PGSA are available on Wednesdays from 10 a.m. until 1 p.m. at
the PMA Library, 984 N. Milwaukee, Chicago to help with your
research challenges. You can also visit our website at www.PGSA.org
to explore databases, get genealogical hints, read book reviews,
purchase genealogical books and materials and find a large volume
of genealogical data in hundreds of website pages. If you have
specific questions, you can also e-mail PGSAQueries@PGSA.com and
we hope you will consider joining us at our quarterly meetings or
Fall Conference. (More information in Narod Polski in the summer.)

If you have access to a computer, you can get the name,
address, phone number and email address of your state’s
Congressmen by going to: http://www.house.gov/ and
clicking on Representatives, then select the state in which you
reside. 

*     *     *
Here are some ideas for letters, phone calls or emails to

your Congressmen and Senators:

Dear Congressman,  

Poland is one of America's greatest allies and has fought for
freedom in Iraq, Afghanistan and always supports the United
States. As a Polish American, I urge you to co-sponsor Bill
H.R. 959 - The Secure Travel and Counterterrorism
Partnership Act of 2011.

Be sure to include your full name and address to prove that you are a
constituent of the Member of congress.

(Don't forget to write another letter to your Senator which
says that you want them to co-sponsor Bill S.487)  

PLEASE TAKE ACTION, NOW!
DON’T LEAVE IT TO SOMEONE ELSE TO DO!

YOUR OPINION COUNTS!
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Dearly DDeparted PPRCUA
Brothers   
and SSisters

NAME SOC. STATE
ABRAMOWICZ, RICHARD 540 NY
ANIKEWICH, JANE 905 MI
BARDAK, JOSEPH 540 NY
BARTKOWIAK, ANTHONY 750 NY
BLAZEJAK, RAYMOND 988 IL
BONK, LEONARD 179 IL
BORAWSKI, WALTER 597 CT
BRAJNEW, DOROTHY 823 IL
CHAJNOWSKI, WALTER 160 NY
CHIODO, BERNICE 878 IL
CHLEBNIKOW, BARBARA 619 NJ
CHMIELOWIEC, LOUIS 1031 IN
DABAL, JEAN 120 NJ
FOREST, WALTER 1598 IL
FULLER, FRANCES 1031 IN
GABRIELSKI, FRANK 20 NJ
GNIEWEK, THADDEUS 849 IL
GOLBA, WALTER 227 OH
GULIK, LOUIS 1598 IL
HEINZ, LEE, SR. 1497 IL
JACKOWIAK, RICHARD   139 & 1508 IL
JASOK, FREDERICK 258 IN
KARVOIS, EVELYN 2015 PA
KEELING, DIANE 957 IL
KLIKIER, PETER 619 NJ
KOCIALSKI, FRANK 951 NY
KOCIBAN, ANDRES 213 WV
KOCZOROWSKI, MICHAEL 527 MD
KOLAKOWSKI, PRISCILLA 2051 NJ 
KOLENDA, EDWARD 29 PA
KORYCINSKI, SUSAN 401 NY
KOSZYLOWSKI, LAURA 2002 PA
KOZAKIEWICZ, CHESTER 703 PA
KOZUBLA, ROBERT 855 PA
KUBACKI, RONALD 308 IL
KUZNIAR, JOSEPH 1000 IL
LAMPARSKI, DONALD 1552 MI
LAURIELLO, VICTORIA 1480 NY
LUCAS, LEONARD 707 PA
MACIUSZKO, JERZY 2144 OH
MAJOR, CASIMIR 977 OH
MANKO, JOSEPHINE 1020 PA
MARSHALL, LAURA 621 PA
MARTINO. VALERIE 111 NY
MATHESON, MARY 337 IN
MAYO, ALFRED 2308 WI
MIARKA, LOTTIE 2015 PA

MIKA, SOPHIA 1000 IL
MIKLER, FRANK 540 NY
MOSKALCZYK, MICHELLE 240 PA
MROCZKOWSKI, HERMAN 72 MO
MUCHA, LORRAINE 1027 NY
NAGORNY, WALTER 2220 OH
NAPORSKI, MARY 2021 PA
NEBUS, PAULINE 291 NJ
NIEWIDOK, JOSEPHINE 308 IL
PARTYKA, DOROTHY 448 NJ
PEKALA, HELEN 471 IL
PIASKOWY, MARY 204 IN
PIWOWAR, JOHN 327 PA
PLANNETT, MARY 450 MO
POSKOZIM, JOANNA 671 IL
PRESTON, ANTHONY 240 PA
RICHMOND, SYLVIA 565 IN
RZEPKA, STELLA 718 MI
SANDEJ, VICTOR 2108 OH
SEIDLER, MITCHELL 718 MI
SEJANOWSKI, THERESA 2220 OH
SLABEK, EDWARD 1538 PA
STEFANSKI, GODFRYDA 2003 PA
STEVENS, DANIEL 1000 IL
STOLARSKI, STELLA 179 IL
STRYJEWSKI, JEANETTE 572 NJ
SURDEJ, CASIMIR 750 NY
SZCZEPANSKI, ANNA 527 MD
SZWED, MARCIA 388 & 1000 IL
THOMPSON, VARGIE 1000 IL
TOMASZEWSKI, HELEN 2148 OH
TOTH, HENRY 1361 MI
TUREK, DOLORES 880 WI
VOLOUSKY, SARAH 1049 PA
WACHALA, EDWARD 849 IL
WACLAWAIK, ANNA 795 IL
WARMUS, EDWARD 621 PA
WASIELEWSKI, STEPHANIE 1202 WI
WENSLOW, RAYMOND 421 & 1622 IL
WENTLAND, PHYLLIS 850 IN
WINIECKI, PAUL 880 IL
WISNIEWSKI, EUGENE 139 IL
WISNIEWSKI, MELVIN 1457 IL
WOZNY, EUGENE 408 IL
WYSOCKI, THERESA 527 MD
ZAKLUKIEWICZ, DOLORES 1397 PA
ZIELER, CECELIA 542 IL

MMaayy tthheeyy rreesstt iinn eetteerrnnaall ppeeaaccee..

The 9th Annual Blessing of Dancers
On Sunday, April 3, Rev. Janusz Iwan Pastor of the St. Hyacinth Parish in “Pole Town”

blessed 14 Greater Detroit Polish American Dance Ensembles.  Seven of the dance groups
were from the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, namely: Gwiazda Dance School,
Rogalin Dancers, Halka Dancers, Opole Dancers, Polskie Maki Dancers, Zajaczek Dance
Ensemble and the Zakopane Dancers. 

Gwiazda Dancers presented the Polish Eagle, Poland's national symbol. Rogalin
students offered pisanki (decorated eggs) a Polish symbol for Easter. Halka Dancers
presented peacock feathers, traditionally worn in boy's hats in Krakow. Opole youths
presented a basket of fruit, representing the harvest celebrated on Dozynki Day. Polskie
Maki Dancers presented red poppies, that adorn the fields in Poland and also adorn girls’
wianki. Zajaczek Dancers offered a picture of Our Lady of Chestochowa - Queen of Poland.
And Zakopany Dancers offered a wooden Rosary - a symbol of Poland’s predominantly
Catholic faith.

Saint Hyacinth Church is located on the Eastside of Detroit in an area commonly
known as “Pole Town.” This is one of the areas where many of the first Polish immigrants
to Detroit settled. Rev. Sylvester Kolkiewicz built a new parish Saint Hyacinth Roman
Catholic Church on May 8, 1907 to serve the spiritual needs of the growing Polish
population of that area.

Submitted by PRCUA National Vice President Robert Bielenda

Monsignor Peter W. Gleba Called to Eternal Rest
Syracuse, NY - Monsignor Peter W. Gleba, Pastor of the Basilica of the Sacred Heart of

Jesus for more than two decades, passed away on Wednesday, March 9, 2011. He was
suddenly stricken with ill health on Saturday, following a Funeral Mass and brought to St.
Joseph's Hospital Health Center, where he died at the age of 84. He was a member of
PRCUA Society #132.

"We are deeply saddened by the loss of Monsignor Gleba, who has served as a
diocesan priest for 58 years and pastor of Sacred Heart Church, now the Basilica of the
Sacred Heart, for 22 years," Bishop Robert J. Cunningham said. "He was a caring pastor
and a well loved priest who continued to serve as pastor well beyond the normal
retirement age," Cunningham said. "He was a man who was proud of his Polish heritage,
lived his Catholic faith and truly loved his priesthood."

During Fr. Gleba's tenure, the Vatican designated Sacred Heart Church a Minor
Basilica, according privileged status and honor to the church at 927 Park Avenue in 1999.

Danielle E. Cummings, director of communications for the Roman Catholic Diocese of
Syracuse, said “Fr. Gleba would probably say his greatest accomplishment was being a
priest of the people." Fr. Gleba remained an advocate of the Latin Mass during his tenure,
thus Sacred Heart conducts Mass in Latin at 4 p.m. Sundays.

Fr. Peter Gleba, a Utica native, was the son of Peter and Agnes (Webster) Gleba. He
graduated from St. Francis DeSales High School. He attended St. Mary’s in Orchard Lake,
MI, for two years, then went to St. Bernard's Seminary to complete his studies for the
priesthood. In 1953, he was ordained by Bishop Walter Foery at the Cathedral of the
Immaculate Conception in Syracuse. His first parish was St. Stanislaus in Utica. From there
he served in various parishes in Binghamton, East Syracuse, Syracuse, Bainbridge, Lee
Center, New York Mills and Sacred Heart. He attended Syracuse University and graduated
with a Masters Degree in Education. 

He was the former Chaplain for the Knights of Columbus and the former President for
the Polish American Priest Association. He is survived by brother, Reverend William
Gleba, of New York Mills, NY; sister, Joan (Julio) DiMaggio, of Frankfort, NY; and nieces
and nephews, Mr. & Mrs. Mark Patla, of Costa Mesa, CA, Mr. & Mrs. Matthew Patla, Jr., of
Sherrill, NY, Mr. & Mrs. James Patla, of Brewerton, NY, Mr. & Mrs. William Patla, of
Baldwinsville, NY, Mr. & Mrs. Peter Chip DiMaggio, of Whitesboro, NY, Mr. & Mrs.
Marlanna (Gerrard) Hubinski, of S. Glens Falls, NY, and Katherine Custer, of
Mechanicsville, NY. He was predeceased by his parents and his sister, Mary and her
husband, Matthew Patla. A viewing was held on March 13th at the Basilica of
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, where family and friends had the opportunity to bid Fr. Gleba a
fond farewell. Afterwards, a Vigil Ceremony for the deceased monsignor was conducted at
7 p.m. Mass of Christian Burial was held on March 14, 2011, at the Basilica of the Sacred
Heart of Jesus with burial in Sacred Heart Cemetery, Geddes.

May he rest in eternal peace and may Fr. Gleba be blessed a hundredfold for all the
good he has done for others throughout his entire lifetime.

$ $ $    ATTENTION    $ $ $
PRCUA Scholarships and Grants are available for members who are college

sophomores and up. Deadline for Education Fund is June 1, 2011.
Deadline for Student Scholarship Grant Program is July 1, 2011.
For application and complete instructions go to: www.prcua.org

click on Member Benefits. Don’t delay!
School transcripts are needed and in some cases an essay is required. 

Apply today!

(Continued from page 3) Recently, PRCUA’s Family Plus Life Insurance Special was
introduced to meet the ever growing life insurance needs of families at a time when a
significant number of families are losing coverage that was once provided by employers.
See page 12 for details of PRCUA’s Family Plus Life Insurance Special. It offers a 10%
discount on premiums this year and every year that premiums are paid! 

Please contact your local PRCUA Sales Representative or one of PRCUA's offices to
receive more information on this or any of the PRCUA’s many life insurance plans. For a
list of local reps, go to www.PRCUA.org and click on Locate an Agent.

PRCUA Home Office
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642
773-782-2600
Toll-Free 1-800-772-8632

PRCUA Ohio Office
6966 Broadway Avenue
Cleveland, OH 44105
216-883-3131
Toll-Free 1-800-318-8234

PRCUA Philadelphia Office
2636-38 E. Allegheny Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19134
215-425-3807
Toll-Free 1-800-558-8792



Czeœæ Maryi, 
Czeœæ i Chwa³a

The month of May is dedicated to
Our Blessed Mother. Those of us who
attended Catholic Parochial Schools
remember well and nostalgically the
procession that was held annually in
the month of May to honor our
heavenly Mother. Flowers and/or
candles were in our hands as we sang
Marian hymns as we processed from
the school building to our church
where the annual event concluded with
praying the litany to our Blessed
Mother followed by benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.

Each day in May the rosary was prayed, the litany recited,
and benediction followed. It was my personal, well
remembered experience of having been privileged to lead the
praying of the rosary and reciting the litany while still a child
in grade school on Saturday evenings while the parish priests
were hearing confessions, One of them would interrupt the
hearing of confessions to celebrate the benediction of the
Blessed Sacrament at the end of the Marian Devotion.

Here in Orchard Lake, the rosary and litany are prayed
each and every day at 6:30 p.m. during the months of May and
October, with members of the campus community and
Catholics in the region, driving over to the Grotto to honor our
Blessed Mother. The recently improved Grotto area attracts
people throughout the day and throughout the night as the
faithful come to honor Mary and seek her intercession for their
personal needs.

Needs vary, but personal faith remains quite the same as
we, the daughters and sons of Mary, seek her intercession,
confident of her response to our prayers for our often
countless needs.

We Americans also honor our earthly mothers by
observing Mother’s Day on the second Sunday of May. God is
so good to us by giving all of us a loving Mom.

May 1st, this year, will forever be etched in our memory as
the day on which Pope Benedict XVI himself will beatify his
successor, our very own Pope John Paul II. There is so much
joy and happiness in the hearts of people of Poland and
among people of Polish ancestry to be alive and celebrate the
example he has given to all of us of being always loving and
being so perfect an example of what it means to love.

I’m quite certain that the vast majority of the readers of
Narod Polski are aware of the administrative changes occurring
at the Orchard Lake Schools at the end of June. Father Timothy
F. Whalen, Chancellor of the Schools for the past eleven years,
has been recalled by his bishop, Bishop Zubik, to Pittsburgh,
after 34 years of dedicated service to Orchard Lake as of
January 1, 2011.

Monsignor Charles F. Kosanke, Rector of SS. Cyril and
Methodius Seminary, will also be leaving on June 30, having
been recalled to his Archdiocese, Detroit, by Archbishop
Vigneron. Returning to Newark will be Father Miroslaw Król,
Vice-Rector of the Seminary. He has agreed to become the
representative of Cardinal Stanislaw Dziwisz in the United
States in raising funds for the Be Not Afraid Foundation in
Kraków, honoring the life and accomplishments of Blessed
John Paul II in his own country. Please join
us in praying for these great priests and
for those whom God will send to take
their places.

I promise to pray for your Mom,
living or deceased, and for you, too.
Happy Mother’s Day to all members
of the Polish Roman Catholic Union
of America who are mothers. 

And special greetings go out to
Ceil Gerba of Toms River, New Jersey.
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National Vice Chaplain,
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HOW TO SMOKE HOMEMADE KIELBASA
Use a hard wood for smoking, like oak, beech, alder, maple,

linden, pear, apple, cherry or plum. Never use pine, spruce or fir.
Logs, branches, wood chips and sawdust can be used. After building
a hot fire, smother it with damp wood to produce plenty of smoke.
Here are two types of smoking methods:

1) Hot - it’s the quickest method and partially cooks the kielbasa.
It does not preserve the meat; just gives it color and a smoky flavor.
For 1st 30 min, a temp of 105-120° is used. Then it’s decreased to 85-
105° for 30 to 90 min. and finally heat is increased to 140-190° for the
last 10-20 min. Kielbasa is then simmered in hot water 170° for 30
min. Then the sausage is ready to eat but should be kept refrigerated.

2) Warm - Cook kielbasa from 4-48 hrs. in smoke with a temp of
80-115°. The  kielbasa has a longer shelf life than hot-smoked sausage
and may be eaten in some cases without additional cooking.

BARREL SMOKER: (Made from a wooden barrel or oil drum) If
you have a slight incline on your property, this is a good place to do
your smoking. Dig 2 sm pits from 3 to 7 ft apart; one 8 in. deep for the
barrel to be set over (right side up with the bottom and top removed)
and one 18 to 24 in. deep and at least 18 in. square as the smoking pit.
The greater the distance between smoking pit and barrel, the cooler
the smoke. 

Dig a ditch between the higher barrel pit to the middle of the side
of the lower smoking pit. Place a rain pipe in the ditch to carry the
smoke from the smoking pit to the bottom of barrel. 

Line the bottom and sides of the smoking pit with bricks set on
top of each other. Add an iron grate for the fire. Leave room under
the grate for ventilation. A large stone or flame-proof plate is used to
cover 3/4 of the top of the smoking pit to force the smoke into the pipe
so it does not escape out the sides or top. 

Add flanges near the top of the barrel to position one of more
rods. Rings of kielbasa are hung from this rod by S-hooks. You can
add flanges and rods toward the bottom of the barrel so if the meat
falls, it won’t hit the ground. Drill holes in the sides of the barrel near
the bottom so air can circulate the smoke inside. Using a metal screen
as your “catch rack” over the bottom rods, is a good way to prevent
uninvited scavengers from entering your smoker through ventilation
openings near the bottom. During
smoking, the lid is placed on top
of the barrel, leaving a crack for
smoke to escape. 

When smoking is finished,
seal barrel with lid to protect your
smoker. against rain, rodents and
insects. Smacznego!

Current Annual Percentage Yields (APYs) for the PRCUA
annuity portfolio are as follows: 

ANNUITY PORTFOLIO SERIES 
ACCUMULATION VALUE     MILLENNIUM      CLASSIC      PREFERRED 

$      300.00 - $49,999.99 3.125% 3.075% 3.000%
$ 50,000.00 - $ 99,999.99 3.250% 3.125% 3.000% 
$ 100,000.00 - and above     3.250% 3.125% 3.000% 

The above interest banded APYs apply to all new
annuities, as well as existing annuities. 

Attention: As of May 1, 2011, the guaranteed minimum
APY for new annuities is 2.0% throughout the life of the
annuity certificate. 

Note: The above APYs could change with market conditions in the
future. The APYs are based on our ability to lower our total expenses and
still maintain a strong solvency ratio. Please visit www.prcua.org/annuity
to keep posted on the current PRCUA annuity APYs. 

PRCUAPRCUA ANNUITY  RAANNUITY  RATETE
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by Resident Vice President Anna Sokolowski

LLooookkiinngg tthhrroouugghh tthhee WWiinnddooww......

Dear Readers, 
The month of May is here!  I do not know about you, but I am ready for some sunshine and warm

weather. In May we have so many celebrations so it would be nice if we could get more sunshine.  
On May 1, we will honor one of the most beloved popes of all time - a model of saintliness for the

Catholic Church - at the beatification of our Polish Pope John Paul II.  Pope Benedict XVI himself will
preside at the ceremony, where John Paul II will be given the title "Blessed" and all the faithful will call
him "Blessed John Paul II". The selection of May 1- the first Sunday after Easter - as the beatification date is
very significant, as it is the Feast of Divine Mercy, which Pope John Paul II himself officially inaugurated
after canonizing (in 2000) the Polish nun, Sister Faustina Kowalska. The beatification is expected to draw
hundreds of thousands, some even say millions, to Rome. Among them, I will be there with my friend and
fellow PRCUA member, Irena Gavaghan. Let's hope and pray that the beatification of our John Paul II
may bring people closer to God and the Church. 

As many of you know, on May 3rd we are celebrating the anniversary of the ratification of the Polish
Constitution of May 3rd, 1791. The Polish Constitution remains an object of great pride in the history of
Poland. It is recognized as the second earliest document of its kind, created just a few years after the
Constitution of the USA. Here, in Chicago, the Polish Constitution Day Parade is the largest Polish parade
outside of Poland. This year's Chicago celebration of the Polish Constitution will be held on Saturday,
May 7, 2011 with a massive parade. This parade is expected to draw thousands to Chicago's lakefront.

Our Cleveland area members will have two parades. One will be held in Cleveland’s Slavic Village,
near the PRCUA Satellite Office, and another in the Cleveland suburb of Parma. Both will be held on the
same day - Sunday May 1, 2011 and at the same time 2:00 p.m. We do encourage all of our members to
support the parades and encourage others to participate in these important events.

The month of May is dedicated to Our Blessed Mother. Let's honor our Blessed Mother with Marian
prayers and hymns.  Let's honor Blessed Mother in Church at Mass, but also honor her in our homes by
reciting the Rosary with our family and selecting one special intention that we would like to pray for
during the month of May. 

It is only fitting that in May we celebrate Mother's Day. On that special day we pay tribute to our
moms, who do so much for us - seen and unseen. Really, there is no way we can adequately thank our
mother for all that she does and did for us. So, do not forget to say thank you to her and convey in words
and deeds how much you love her and care for her. To our beautiful Moms, we wish you all a Happy
Mother's Day and we LOVE YOU!

On May 30th is Memorial Day - a day when we should appreciate those who gave all, so that all of us
can enjoy liberty at home. Make sure that you take a silent moment out of your day to remember and pray
for those military personnel who have served, are serving and will serve our great nation.

Let me a share few things that happened in the last few weeks.
On Wednesday, March 16th, the three Polish Fraternals - PNA Vice President Paul Odrobina, along

with Vice Presidents Sharon Zago of PWA, and Anna Sokolowski of PRCUA, sponsored  a Casino trip for
Seniors from Chicago to the Potowatomi Casino in Milwaukee, WI. Over 100 of our members enjoyed a
day of having fun at the casino. I know some of us had some luck at the games, but unfortunately I did
not. No matter, it was fun to get together and make new friends. A special thank you goes to PNA V.P.
Paul Odrobina for chairing this event. 

On Saturday, March 19th the 77th PRCUA National Basketball Tournament was held in Wyandotte,
MI. This event was hosted by Sacred Heart Society #162. This year's Basketball Tournament was
seamlessly run by Chairperson Kelly Salatowski and her Committee, who kept everything rolling
smoothly. Basketball players of many levels, as well as new members, participated in this tournament.
Congratulations to all the teams who participated, congratulations to our new champions - the A Champs
- St. Stan's #718 Dare Bar and the B Champs - Pope John Paul II. We hope that more teams will get
involved next year. Special thank you to Sacred Heart Society #162 for hosting and doing a wonderful job
running the tournament. (See article on pg. 13 and many more photos at www.prcua.org, News & Events.)

Also, on the same date,
the Fifth Polish Folk Dance
Festival was held in Troy, MI.
The focus of this event is to
promote Polish Folk Culture
through song and dance. Over 15
dance ensembles from the
Detroit area performed, among
them many PRCUA dance
groups.  President Joseph Drobot
and I made an appearance and
stayed until the intermission,
then returned to the Basketball
Award Banquet. Congratulations
to all talented dancers who
danced beautifully and were
spectacular!

The day after the
tournament, on Sunday
afternoon, the PRCUA Executive
Officers and the PRCUA Sales

and Marketing Director, Agnes Bastrzyk, conducted a sales seminar at the Wyandotte PRCUA Soc. #162
Hall for current deputies and for those who want to become a PRCUA sales representative. The seminar
was designed as a motivational and informational tool. Hopefully, these seminars will boost our sales
revenues and membership. If you are interested in hosting a sales and informational seminar in your
District or Society, please contact Agnes Bastrzyk at 1-800-772-8632 ext. 2632.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY - Happy Birthday and Sto Lat to all who
are celebrating in May, especially PRCUA employees: Anna Trush,
Supervisor, Membership Dept.; Kasia Budzyn, Exec. Asst. to the Pres.;
Jolanta Zachara and Roberta Brewster, General Office; Danuta
Rybska, Accounting Dept.; Claudine Wicker, Treasurer's Office; Mary
Jane Czypura, Claims Dept. Also best wishes to Dir. Thomas Lisiecki
(D10), Dir. Christopher Ozog (D10), Alina Rozwadowska, Anna
Zmarzlinska and Kazik Myslinski. Special birthday greetings to our
daughter Alicia Marron, who will celebrate on May 30th. "Dearest
Alicia, we are very proud that you have grown up to be a woman of
compassion, kindness, love and a good mother to Aurora. We love
you!”

Also Happy Birthday and Sto Lat to all who are celebrating a
birthday in June, especially PRCUA employees: Anna Wolan,
Membership Dept.; Michael Perzynski, Maintenance; Ewa Trzeciak,
Ohio Office; Halina Misterka, PMA Archivist; Malgorzata Kot, PMA
Head Librarian; to PRCUA Directors Mitch Bienia (D5) and Robert
Bugielski (D7); also Frieda Zabek, Past Dir. (D1); Richard Jaminski,
very talented choreographer of Wesoly Lud and SWCPD; Patricia
Steven, Syrena Director; Ursula Walton, Toledo, OH Polish language
teacher. Happy Birthday and STO LAT to our son- in-law, Sean
Ackerman - "I hope your birthday will be extra special - exactly like
you!" A very special Happy 4th Birthday to our granddaughter
Aurora. "Dear Aurora, it is hard to believe that you are 4-years-old
already. We remember the day that you were born. We were there
and it feels like it was yesterday. You are a beaming ray of sunshine
in our lives. You are so affectionate and constantly amaze us by the
things you say and do. We will always love you - Babcia and
Dziadzia.”

CONGRATULATIONS - On Wed., March 23, Hon. Dorothy
Brown, Clerk of the Circuit Court of Cook County, IL, hosted a
Women's History Month Celebration. This event honored 15
outstanding women leaders of nonprofit organizations in
Chicagoland. Special congratulations are extended to PRCUA
member and PMA President Maria Ciesla, who was an honoree.
“Dear Maria - we are always proud of you and the work you do for
the Polish Museum of America. Well deserved recognition!”    

HAPPY WEDDING ANNIVERSARIES to National PRCUA
V.P. Robert Bielenda and his lovely wife, Eleanor; and to our friends:
Basia & Janusz Frankowicz, Marlene & Andre Bober, Marysia & Bolek
Bogun, and Alina & Lucjan Rozwadowski. Best wishes! to all of you! 

It is with great joy and sincerity that we extend our heartiest
congratulations to the PRCUA Dance Schools in MI who are
celebrating their Anniversaries: Rita Cerankowski's 30th year as
Halka Director; Donna Skurski’s 35th year with Opole and 40th year
as a PRCUA dance teacher/choreographer; Tatry is celebrating its
40th Anniversary. It's remarkable what all of you accomplished  -
your spirit and hard work set an example for all in the PRCUA to
follow.  You have our respect, our sincere congratulations and our
best wishes for you, your students and for your dance groups. May
your work with our youth be successful forever.

Until next time, take care. Send comments, ideas, and news to
fraternal.department@prcua.org or call 1-800-772-8632 ext. 2643. Keep
in touch! (See additional photos at www.prcua.org)

Dancers who participated in the Festival

PRCUA seminar participants in Wyandotte, MI

(L-r) Hon. Dorothy Brown, Kat Sue Turner, Honoree Maria Ciesla, Barbara
Adrianopolis and Maria D’Amerzcua (Photo: Julita Siegel)

Agnes Bastrzyk,
PRCUA Dir. of Sales 

& Marketing



THINKING OF YOU - We're sending all the best to SOCIETY 2001's
JEAN ZELL.  As you rest and heal, Mrs. ZELL, know that we have you in our
thoughts.  We hope each new day brings more strength, brighter days and
bigger smiles.

I'M ON TOP OF THE WORLD - Kudos to our SOCIETY 2003 members,
JOHN and HELEN MELNICK for the huge amount of tabs they collected and
brought to the Philadelphia Office.  PRCUA District 3 Director JOANNE
ZAJAC greatly appreciates everyone's efforts in collecting the tabs for the
Ronald McDonald House.  This project is still going strong so please continue
to save the tabs and if you can't drop them off at the office, we will gladly pick
them up.  HELEN MELNICK is the Financial Secretary of SOCIETY 2003.

S H E ' S
WALKING ON
SUNSHINE - A
round of applause is
accorded to
SOCIETY 2009's 13
year old
A U B R E Y L Y N N
ZAZYCZNY of
New Hope, PA for
her grand
performance as
Brenda in the play
Pajama Game which
was held on March
10th and 12th at
Holicong Middle
School in Bucks

County, PA.  On March 16th, AUBREYLYNN was awarded First Prize for her
Science Project in Medicine and Health in the Bucks County Science Research
Competition.  She also received a Certificate of Achievement from the
American Physiological Society held in Delaware Valley College in Bucks
County.  What a most pleasant and beautiful present for her mom and dad's
15th Wedding Anniversary.  AUBREYLYNN has made her family so very
proud.  She's the daughter of Joel and Kelly Ann, sister of SOCIETY 2009's
ANNALIESE and AYDIN ZAZYCZNY, granddaughter of SOCIETY 2009's
MONICA CIEPLINSKI and SOCIETY 2022's MARTHA (Joe) ZAZYCZNY. 

ONE SINGULAR SENSATION - Congratulations to SOCIETY 2009's
KATHLEEN (KATIE) ROBERTSON of Lafayette Hill, PA for her marvelous
theatrical performances from March 25 thru March 27, 2011.  KATIE played
one of the nurses in the play "South Pacific" held at St. Philip Neri School in
Lafayette Hill, PA.  The entire family was there to cheer her on and to applaud
as loud as they could.  KATIE is the daughter of JEANANNE (Michael)
ROBERTSON, sister of ERICA and MICHAEL and Granddaughter of
KATHLEEN (Henry) CIEPLINSKI.

HAPPY MOTHER'S DAY - Strength, integrity, wisdom, kindness,
support, acceptance, loyalty and love - God wove them all together and
created Mothers.  To all Mothers Grandmothers and Babcis alike, may you
celebrate this beautiful day with love in your home, joy in your world and
contentment in your heart.

HAPPY MEMORIAL DAY -  It's a
day to pay tribute and to remember
those who served our country.  It's also
a day for parades, picnics, family get
togethers and time to begin planning
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Aubreylynn Zazyczny

TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME
PRCUA District 3 is joining the Polish American Cultural Center at the

Phillies Citizens Bank Park on Monday, June 6, 2011 at 7:05 p.m.
You are cordially invited to be a part of POLISH AMERICAN NIGHT.  It's

the Phillies vs. LA Dodgers.
From 6:15 to 6:45 p.m. there will be a special welcome and pre-game

entertainment at Citizens Bank Park, at the ballpark gates, by the Polish
American String Band.  On the field, beginning at 6:35 p.m., the PKM Dancers
and the Polish American String Band will entertain.

Red and white will be the colors of the night.  Show your Polish Pride and
be part of Polish American Night.

The price is $26.00 per ticket. You may go to the following link and buy
tickets directly from the Phillies.  The promotional code is "PAN".
http://mlb.mlb.com/phi/ticketing/group/splash.jsp?loc=pan
For additional questions, you can email at:

Phillies@PolishAmericanCenter.com or" call the PRCUA Philadelphia
Satellite Office at 215-4235-3807 or toll-free at 1-800-558-8792.

for a summer vacation.  Whatever you do, wherever you go, Happy Memorial
Day to all from the city of Brotherly Love.

HAPPY TRAILS TO YOU - Don't forget about PRCUA's Family Plus Life
Insurance Special.  Life Insurance is more affordable the younger you are.  Call
the Philadelphia Office and give us the opportunity to explain our Insurance
Plans and Annuity Series with you.  Until next month, think about the good
pairs in this world - night and day, sunshine and flowers, you and your
shadow, hugs and kisses and you and your smiles so keep on smiling and
have a great May.

Elaine, Philadelphia Office

PRCUA PHILADELPHIAPRCUA PHILADELPHIA
TTOWN HALL MEETINGOWN HALL MEETING

Date:  Saturday, May 21, 2011
Location:  PRCUA Philadelphia Satellite Office

2636 E. Allegheny Ave., Philadelphia, PA
Time:  9:00 a.m.

All PRCUA Society Officers, Members and Friends from Pennsylvania,
New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland are invited to attend the PRCUA Town
Hall Meeting sponsored by District 3.

Here is an opportunity for "YOU" to meet the PRCUA Executive Officers
from the Home Office in Chicago.  President Joseph A. Drobot, Jr., Resident
Vice President Anna Sokolowski and Secretary-Treasurer James Robaczewski -
as well as District 3 Directors Joanne Zajac and Edward Kaplaniak - are
looking forward to meeting everyone and are anxious to hear your thoughts
about the PRCUA. They will answer any questions you may have.  

It's so important to keep PRCUA vibrant right here in the City of Brotherly
Love and throughout Pennsylvania and the Tri-State area.  

As District 3 National Directors, we assure you it will be a very
informative and productive meeting.

Afterwards, a Sales Training Seminar will be conducted for all PRCUA
deputies and anyone who is interested in becoming appointed as a PRCUA
deputy.  It's important that all deputies become familiar with PRCUA's
financial products, sales and marketing techniques, practices and local laws
and requirements. Please make every effort to attend.  Your presence is
important.

We must know the number of attendees so please call the Philadelphia
Satellite Office as soon as possible to advise Sharon or Elaine of your
attendance: 215-425-3807 or toll-free 1-800-558-8792

Joanne Zajac and Edward Kaplaniak, PRCUA National Directors - District 3

"



Narod Polski Page 9
May 1, 2011 

"An AAffair TTo RRemember"

2011 PRCUA Michigan Dance School Graduates honored at the PRCUA Shirley Galanty Michigan State Ball

February 26, 2011, marked the 20th anniversary of the PRCUA Shirley Ann
Galanty Michigan State Ball.  Eighteen outstanding graduates of the PRCUA Michigan
Dance Schools were presented to family and friends at the beautiful San Marino Club
in Troy, MI.  

The day began like none other for the excited teens and their escorts as they spent
the morning rehearsing for this momentous occasion.  Before they knew it, the evening
was upon them and what an evening it was!

A cocktail hour allowed the arriving guests to mingle with each other and to  steal
a glimpse of the beautiful graduates donned in their white gowns and black tuxedos.
The opening promenade of the PRCUA Michigan dance school directors accompanied
by their dance instructors set the scene for the official welcoming of our PRCUA
dignitaries who traveled near and far to attend the ball.  Leading the promenade of
dignitaries was PRCUA National President Emeritus Wallace and Mrs. Joann Ozog,
National Vice Chaplain Monsignor Stanley E. Milewski, Supervisor of District #6 Ted
Klamerus and his wife Mrs. Sally Klamerus, National State Director of District #10
Christopher Ozog,  PRCUA Secretary-Treasurer James Robaczewski, PRCUA Vice
President Robert Bielenda and his wife Mrs. Eleanor Bielenda, PRCUA Resident Vice
President Anna Sokolowski and her husband Mark Sokolowski, and  PRCUA National
President Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. and First Lady Mrs. Judith Drobot.

PRCUA National State Director of District #10 and Choreographer for the Halka
Dance School and Zakopane Adult Dance Ensemble, Thomas Lisiecki, served once
again as the ball's Master of Ceremonies and warmly welcomed the audience with the
traditional Polish tradition of "Witamy!"  With heads held high, the evening's honorees
elegantly entered the ballroom to the gallant brigade of "Radetzky's March."  The
customary singing of the American National Anthem was led by Rogalin Dance Troupe
graduates, Marie Dajos, Kelly Stec and escorts Drew McWilliams and Jacob Rickman.
It was followed by the Polish National Anthem led by Mala Polska Folk Ensemble
graduate, Emily Dzieczatko. A delicious dinner followed grace which was offered by
Monsignor Stanley Milewski, and a toast to the graduates was given by Tom Lisiecki.

The time had finally come for our graduates to showcase their talents.  "An Affair
to Remember," as the presentation program was themed, brought eighteen graduating
seniors from various PRCUA Michigan dance schools together for a performance and
an experience to remember for the rest of their lives.  The audience was informed of the
202 collective years of dance experience that the graduates had obtained between them.
They also learned that each graduate earned their position to participate in the ball
through their dedication and commitment to their dance schools, churches  and
communities.  

There was silence amongst the audience members as the opening piano melody of
the "Princess Waltz" allowed Zajaczek Dance Ensemble graduate Brian Gondek and
Nicholas Luce, an escort, to open the huge castle ballroom doors to the awaiting
graduates in the lobby.  A change in the musical tone and the graduates answered their
cue by making their impressive entrance into the ballroom and onto the dance floor.
Contained within "The Princess Waltz", was the infamous carriage lift, which has been

a ball tradition over the past twenty years.  "The Belle of the Ball Waltz" performed
next was graceful and elegant.  The graduates then performed a Kujawiak, giving the
audience a quick look at the charm of one of Poland's national dances.

The honorees were formally introduced to the audience by their individual dance
school instructors. Medallions of Honor were then awarded to each graduate by
PRCUA National President Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. and Resident Vice President Anna
Sokolowski.  Mr. Drobot and Mrs. Sokolowski paid tribute to the graduates, and then
each thanked the graduates for their participation in and dedication to the PRCUA
Michigan Dance schools. This was followed by words of encouragement and
congratulations for a bright future.  

Next, tribute was paid to Michigan State Ball founder, Shirley Ann Galanty, who
passed away on September 20, 2010. It was Mrs. Galanty's dream to have a special Ball
to honor all graduating seniors within the Michigan Dance Schools. She wanted to
recognize them for their countless contributions to Polonia, their communities,
churches and their individual dance schools. Mrs. Galanty's impressive background
with the youth of the PRCUA stretches back fifty-four years, when she became the first
PRCUA dance instructor in the state of Michigan.  Upon her death, our then newly
elected National PRCUA President, Joseph A. Drobot Jr. wasted no time in honoring
her by renaming the Ball, "The PRCUA Shirley Ann Galanty, Michigan State Ball."
Further tribute was paid to Mrs. Galanty by Halka School Director, Rita Cerankowski,
on behalf of the State Ball Committee and the Michigan Women's Division.  

"A memorial brick was purchased and will placed in a place of honor, in the
Spring of 2012, at the base of the Father Jozef Dabrowski statue located in front of the
Shrine Chapel on the  Orchard Lake Campus," said Mrs. Cerankowski.  Mrs.
Sokolowski also paid a lovely tribute to Mrs. Galanty on behalf of herself and the
PRCUA.  Mr. Drobot thanked the Directors of the State Ball Committee for their
support and for embracing the name change of the Ball. 

On behalf of the entire Galanty family, Kelly (Galanty) Malinowski, humbly
thanked all involved for the tributes that were bestowed upon their mother and for
everyone’s continued support of the State Ball.

The 2011 graduates readied themselves for a few presentations of their own.  On
behalf of all of the PRCUA Michigan Dance Schools, Opole Dance School Graduate
Emily Guirey presented Michael Ostrowski, President of the American Polish
Assistance Association, with a donation for $600.00 to benefit the orphanages, the poor
and the elderly living in village communities in Poland. Tatry Dance School graduates
Julie Koslovich and Drew Asel presented President Drobot, on behalf of the Michigan
State Ball Committee and the PRCUA Women's Division, with a donation of $1080 to
benefit the PRCUA Education Fund. Zajaczek Dance Ensemble graduate Kate Swanson
presented Monsignor Milewski with a donation of $1000 on behalf of the State Ball
Committee and the PRCUA Women's Division.  Lastly, a token gift of beautiful Polish
amber jewelry was presented to "Mrs. Kelly" Malinowski, on behalf of the State Ball
graduates, for her efforts in choreographing and instructing the Ball presentation
program.                                                                                          (Continued on page 10)
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Marie Dajos, Rogalin

PRCUA Dignitaries - National
Officers, District 10 National
Directors, Michigan PRCUA
School Directors and Dance
Teachers at the 2011 PRCUA

Shirley Galanty Michigan State Ball
(Front row, l-r) National Secretary-

Treasurer James Robaczewski,
National Vice President Robert
Bielenda, National President

Joseph A. Drobot, Jr., PRCUA First
Lady Judith Drobot, National
Resident Vice President Anna
Sokolowski, Mark Sokolowski;
(Row 2, l-r) National Director
District 10 Thomas Lisiecki, 

Kelly Malinowski (Polskie Maki),
Kasia Schemanski (Wieliczka),

Tricia Zajac (Zajaczek), 
Rita Cerankowski (Halka), 

Rachel Kasperek (Zajaczek),
National Director District 10

Christopher Ozog; 
(back row, going up the steps,

bottom to top) 
Kristi Mihalic (Wieliczka), 

Janet Vilag (Rogalin),  
Kasia Sielecki (Syrena), 

Rose Ann Lackey (Tatry), 
Thomas Kielar (Mala Polska),

Tomek Schemanski (Wieliczka);
(middle row going up the steps)

Robin Koyl (Mala Polska), 
Michelle Stechschulte (Rogalin),

Beth Tacker (Opole), 
Karen Lubiarz (Tatry), 

Colleen Bonkowski (Zajaczek &
Zakopane); 

(front row going up the steps)
Donna Skurski (Opole), 

Cyndi Cervenak (Gwiazda) and
Patricia Steven (Syrena)

Andrew Asel, Tatry

Sarah Diven, Zajaczek

Christina Danieli, Halka

(Continued from page 9) During the traditional family blessing, the parents of the graduates were
invited to stand alongside their child as Monsignor Milewski asked God to continue shining his
blessings on the dancers and their families. Bringing the formal presentation program to a close, the
graduates and their escorts performed a beautiful Polonez.  

As the audience acknowledged the graduates for all their efforts, Master of Ceremonies Lisiecki
informed them of one more graduate performance, an encore presentation of "Puttin’ On The Ritz."
Strutting with white canes and top hats for the ladies, and black canes and top hats for the guys, the
graduates and escorts concluded their Presentation Program with an impressive performance. This
opened the dance floor for the audience to enjoy the music and dancing.

Sincere appreciation is extended to the Dance School Directors who make up the State Ball
Committee for each doing their part to ensure the success of the Ball: Colleen Bonkowski (Zajaczek),
Rita Cerankowski (Halka), Cindi Cervenak (Gwiazda), Maria Jalkiewicz (Polskie Maki), Robin Koyl
(Mala Polska), Rose Anne Lackey (Tatry), Kristi Mihalic (Wieliczka), Michelle Stechschulte (Rogalin),
Pat Steven (Syrena), and Beth Thacker (Opole).  “Thank you” was also extended to the dance school
instructors Basia Grabas, Rachel Kasperek, Thomas Kielar, Tommy Lisiecki, Karen Lubiarz, Kelly
Malinowski, Tomek Schemanski, Kasia Schemanski, Cathy Sielecki, Donna Skurski, Janet Vilag, and
Tricia Zajac for their continued support of the Ball.  

The eighteen outstanding graduates presented at the 2011 Ball, along with their escorts,
represented their respective dance schools with great honor. They are to be commended for the
courtesy they extended during early Sunday morning practices.  What a terrific group of young men
and women they are!

Special thanks goes to PRCUA members Duane Malinowski who provided cocktail-, dinner-,
and dance-music throughout the evening and to Mary Ann Pryzaznuik of Marygold's Florist for her
floral artistry displayed on the arms and lapels of our graduates, escorts and special dignitaries.

The 2011 PRCUA Shirley Ann Galanty Michigan State Ball Graduates are:
ANDREW ASEL, 17, is the son of Joni Asel and the grandson of Flossie and Don Lloyd and has

been a member of the Tatry Dancers for 15 years.  He is a senior at Walled Lake Northern High
School and maintains a 3.4 GPA.  Drew Plans on attending Oakland Community College to become a
Chemistry or Math teacher.  Fellow Tatry graduate Miss Julie Koslovich was Drew's dance partner.

MARIE DAJOS, 17, is the daughter of Phillip and Ann Marie Dajos and has been a member of
the Rogalin Dance Troupe for 14 years.  She is senior at Theodore Roosevelt High School.  Marie
plans to attend Northern Michigan University to study teaching and Psychology.  Liam Ayers was
Marie's escort.

CHRISTINA DANIELI, 18, is the daughter of Cecilia Palen and the late Andrew Danieli and has
been a member of the Halka Dancers for thirteen years.  She is a senior at Grosse Pointe North High
School.  Her career interests are in animal care or working in a hospital setting.  Christina's escort was
fellow Halka Dancer, Brandon Hejza.

SARAH DIVEN, 17, is the daughter of Kurt and Julie Diven and has been Polish dancing for 9
years, the last six with the Zajaczek Dance Ensemble.  She is senior at South Lyon East High School.
Her dream is to become a veterinarian.  Fellow Zajaczek Dancer, Andrew Koehler was Sarah's escort.

EMILY DZIECIATKO, 17, is the daughter of Miroslaw and Jadwiga Dzieciatko.  She has been a
Mala Polska Folk Ensemble Dancer for fourteen years.  She is an honor student at Cranbrook
Kingswood School.  Emily plans to attend either the University of Chicago or the University of
Michigan in the fall.  Fellow Mala Polska graduate, Michal Mulik, was Emily's escort.

(Continued on next page)

2011
Shirley
Galanty

Michigan
State
Ball

(Continued)
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Emily Dzieciatko - Mala Polska Jordyn Karpinski, Wieliczka Jeffrey Kotovich, Opole

Chelsie Sulfaro, Tatry Katelynn Swanson, ZajaczekEmily Jelsomeno, Rogalin

Brian Gondek, Zajaczek

Alyssa Frankowski - Opole

Emily Guirey, Opole

Julie Koslovich, Opole

Stephanie Winchel, Rogalin

Michal Mulik, Mala Polska

Troy Koyl, Mala Polska

Kelly Stec, Rogalin

ALYSSA FRANKOWSKI, 18, is the daughter of Bob and Joyce Frankowski and has been a Polish
Dancer for fifteen years, currently with the Opole Dancers.  She is a senior at Cousino High School.  Alyssa
plans to attend college and major is Forensic Science.  Alyssa's escort was Jeffrey Kotovich, a fellow Opole
Dance School graduate.

BRIAN GONDEK, 17, son of Robert and Diane Gondek and has danced with the PRCUA for nine
years, the last six years with the Zajaczek Dance Ensemble.  He is a senior at DeLaSalle Collegiate High
School and maintains a 3.5 GPA.  Brian plans to attend Sacred Heart Major Seminary.  Leah Shaheen was
Brian's guest.

EMILY GUIREY, 17, is the daughter of Tom and Kathy Guirey and has been Polish dancing for the
past fifteen years currently with the Opole Dancers .  She is senior at Royal Oak Shrine Catholic High
School.  Emily plans to attend college in the fall and major in Biology.  Her escort for the evening was her
brother, Michael Guirey.

EMILY JELSOMENO, 17, is the daughter of Joseph and Mary Ellen Jelsomeno and has been an active
member of the Rogalin Dance Troupe for twelve years.  She is a senior at Wyandotte Roosevelt High
School and maintains a 3.85 GPA.  Emily plans to attend Wayne State University, double majoring in
photojournalism and dance.  Drew McWilliams was Emily's escort.

JORDYN KARPINSKI, 17, is the daughter of Stephanie and Rick Karpinski and has been a PRCUA
dancer for ten years, currently with the Wieliczka Dance School.  She is senior at Salem High School and
maintains a 3.1 GPA.  Jordyn plans to pursue a Bachelor of Fine Arts Degree this fall.  Ryan Skoczen was
Jordyn's escort.

JEFFREY KOTOVICH, 17, is the son of Richard and Theresa Kotovich and has been a member of the
Opole Dance School for nine years.  He is senior at L'Anse Creuse North High School.  Jeffrey plans to
attend Macomb Community College to pursue a career as a Chemical Engineer.  Jeffrey's guest was fellow
Opole graduate, Alyssa Frankowski.

JULIE KOSLOVICH, 17, is the daughter of Mike and Debbie Koslovich and has been a Tatry Dancer
for fifteen years.  She is senior at Milford High School.  Julie plans to attend Oakland Community College
in the fall.  Fellow Tatry graduate, Drew Asel was Julie's escort.

TROY KOYL, 17, is the son of Robin and Dean Koyl and has been dancing with the Mala Polska Folk
Ensemble for eight years.  He is senior at Roseville High School.  Troy plans to attend Macomb
Community College to study Veterinary Medicine.  Taylor Koyl, Troy's sister, was his guest.

MICHAL MULIK, 17, is the son of Stanislaw and Malgorzata Mulik and has been a member of the
Mala Polska Folk Ensemble for twelve years.  He is senior at Sterling Heights High School.  Michal plans
to attend Michigan State University to study Biomedical Engineering.  Fellow Mala Polska graduate, Miss
Emily Dzieciatko was Michal's guest.

KELLY STEC, 17, is the daughter of Larry and Tracie Stec and has been a member of the Rogalin
Dance Troupe for fifteen years.  She is senior at Roosevelt High school and maintains a 4.01 GPA.  Kelly
plans on attending Michigan State University in the fall.  Mr. Jacob Rickman was Kelly's escort.

CHELSIE SULFARO, 17, is the daughter of Elizabeth Holser and Paul Sulfaro and has been a Tatry
Dancer for five years.  She is a senior at Annapolis High School.  Chelsie plans to attend Henry Ford
Community College in the fall.  Eric Merritt was Chelsie's escort.

KATEYLNN SWANSON, 17, is the daughter of Ken and Tammy Swanson and has been a PRCUA
dancer for the past twelve years, the last six with the Zajaczek Dance Ensemble.  She is a senior at
Lamphere High School and Oakland Technical Center.  In the fall, Kate plans to attend the University of
Detroit Mercy to pursue a career in nursing.  Nicholas Luce was her escort.

STEPHANIE WINCHEL, 17, is the daughter of Todd and Carrie Winchel and has danced with the
Rogalin Dancers for eleven years. She is a senior at Taylor Kennedy High School. Stephanie plans to
attend the University of Detroit Mercy to pursue a career in nursing. Her escort was Nicholas Czarnota. 

Congratulations are extended to all the 2011 PRCUA Michigan Dance School Graduates from the
Officers, Chaplains, Directors,staff and members of the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America. We are
proud of you for your perseverance in learning and preserving your Polish heritage - and your desire to
share it with others through song and dance. You are a credit to your family and to your community. May
you all be abundantly blessed and may all your fondest dreams come true. The future is yours!

Submitted by Kelly Malinowski, Ball Committee
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The PRCUA Gwiazda Dancers wasted no time in getting
2011 off to a strong start after the holiday season.

In January, the dancers kicked off 2011 with their annual
Christmas Party.  It was a great opportunity for students and
parents alike to reflect on the past year and to concentrate on
2011's upcoming events.  The party featured great food and
was capped off with a visit from Sw. Mikolaj and the singing
of koledy.

On March 5, 2011, the dancers performed at the City of
Hamtramck's annual Countdown to Paczki Day event.  This
annual event featured the musical stylings of the Misty Blues
polka band as well as free samples of the various Hamtramck
bakeries Paczki varieties.  The dancers added a distinctly
ethnic touch as they presented several suites of dances
including dances from Slask, Kaszuby, Krakow and finished it
off with a toe tapping polka to get the audience ready to dance
again to the Misty Blues.

On March 12, 2011, Gwiazda hosted its first ever bowling
fundraiser at Regal Lanes in Warren, Michigan.  The event was
a resounding success.  Over 61 people participated in the event
which, in addition to the bowling, featured raffles, pizza and
other prizes.  Special thanks go out to Gwiazda Dance School
President, Kim Hancasky and Jessica Wendt for all of their
efforts in coordinating the event.  Thanks also go out to
PRCUA National Director, Christopher Ozog for attending the
event and providing participants with some background
information about PRCUA.

Gwiazda's most recent performance occurred on March
19, 2011 as they took to the stage to perform at the Fourth
Annual Polish Folk Dance Festival at the American Polish
Cultural Center in Troy, Michigan.  This annual event features
many other PRCUA and non-PRCUA childrens' and adult
dance groups from across the metro-Detroit area.   In
attendance at the event were PRCUA National District
Directors Tom Lisiecki and Christopher Ozog, as well as
PRCUA President Joseph Drobot, and Resident Vice President
Anna Sokolowski.

Submitted by Nicholas J. Nowakowski, 
Gwiazda Dancers Secretary and Alumni (Class of 1997)

News frNews from Gwiazda Dancersom Gwiazda Dancers

(L-r) PRCUA National Director of District 10 Christopher Ozog; Bowling
Fundraiser Co-Chair, Jessica Wendt; Gwiazda Dancers Choreographer,

Basia Grabas; and Gwiazda Dancers President/Bowling Fundraiser 
Co-Chair Kim Hancasky

Gwiazda at the Fifth Annual Polish Folk Dance Festival at the American
Polish Cultural Center in Troy, Michigan on March 19, 2011

PMA to Honor Alex Storozynski at Summer Ball
On June 10, 2011, the Museum will hold its Annual Summer Ball and

Raffle.  This event, chaired by Betty Uzarowicz, will be held at the Sheraton
Chicago Hotel and Towers, 301 East North Water Street, Chicago, Illinois.

This year, the Museum will honor Alex Storozynski, President of the
Kosciuszko Foundation, with its prestigious Polish Spirit Award for his
outstanding contributions to Polonia.  

Readers are cordially invited to attend the Summer Ball and meet Alex
Storozynski in person. For an invitation or more information, please contact
Geraldine Balut Coleman at 773-279-9639 or gbalutc@sbcglobal.net.

Alex Storozynski is a Pulitzer Prize winning journalist, a former member of
the New York Daily News editorial board, founding editor of amNewYork and
former city editor of the New York Sun. He has also been published in the European edition of The Wall
Street Journal, The Chicago Tribune, The New York Post, Newsday and other publications.

His biography of Thaddeus Kosciuszko, The Peasant Prince: Thaddeus Kosciuszko and the Era of
Revolution, was published in 2009 and his essay "From Serfdom to Freedom: Polish Catholics Find A
Refuge," was published in the book Catholics in New York: Society Culture, and Politics, 1808-1946, to
coincide with the exhibit on Catholics at the Museum of the History of New York.

Storozynski has also served as chairman of the Polish and Slavic Federal Credit Union, the largest
ethnic credit union in the USA. He is a frequent guest on New York's Polish radio stations and a
contributor to Polskie Radio 1, the largest radio station in Poland.

In 2004, the Polish magazine Przeglad called Storozynski "a new type of leader in the Polish
community," and they named him one of the "100 most influential Poles living abroad." In 2005, Polish-
American World named him "Man of the Year." In 2006, the President of Poland awarded him with the
"Gold Cross of Service" for his articles about Poland. And in 2007 the American Center of Polish Culture in
Washington, D.C. awarded him for "distinguished achievement in the field of journalism."

While at the Daily News, Storozynski wrote editorials on complex public policy issues that brought
about changes in the lives of all New Yorkers. He  was a member of the editorial board team that won the
1999 Pulitzer Prize for editorial writing, 1999 George Polk Award, 1999 Sigma Delta Chi Award, 1999,
2001 Deadline Club Award, Associated Press editorial writing awards 1996, 1997, 1998 and 2000, and the
1997 and 2001 Silurian Awards for editorials. In 2008, he was elected President of the Foundation.
Storozynski modernized the foundation's website and added a Facebook page. The Foundation is now
legally registered in Poland as: – Fundacja Kosciuszkowska Polska, which allows Polish citizens to receive tax
deductions for donating money for scholarships and the promotion of Polish culture.

Alex Storozynski

PRCUA' s FPRCUA' s FAMILAMILY PLUSY PLUS
LIFE INSURANCE SPECIALLIFE INSURANCE SPECIAL

The PRCUA is offering a new Life Insurance promotion called the FAMILY PLUS LIFE
INSURANCE SPECIAL. And you decide the definition of “family.” Any two (2) individuals (or
more) will be considered a family, for example: husband/wife and child(ren); single parent and
child(ren), grandparent and grandchild(ren), siblings, etc. At least one individual must be an
adult (16 years and up). If medically qualified, as long as 2 or more individuals are covered, you
qualify as a family and are eligible to participate in the FAMILY PLUS LIFE INSURANCE
SPECIAL.

This plan offers life insurance that applies to a PRIMARY INSURED and a SECONDARY
INSURED and can include as many family members as you choose.  YOU DECIDE what type of
Life Insurance best suits your current financial needs.  For example, the Primary Insured must
have a  minimum of $50,000 in Whole Life Insurance or a combination of $25,000 Whole Life
and $25,000 20-Year Term Life Insurance. The Secondary Insured must have a minimum of
$25,000 Whole Life Insurance or a $25,000 20-Year Level Term Life Insurance Certificate. YOU
decide who is primary and who is secondary and the coverage for each insured. If the
Secondary Insured is a Juvenile (under the age of 16), the minimum face value of insurance for
a Juvenile is $10,000 Whole Life Insurance. The total premium would be calculated as follows:

INSURED GEN. AGE CLASS INSUR. PLAN ANNUAL PREMIUMS
Primary        Male    35     Non-Smoker  $25,000 Whole Life $306.00

$25,000 20-Year Term        92.50
Secondary    Female 35     Non-Smoker $25,000 Whole Life      269.25
Juvenile         Male      10    Non-Smoker         $10,000 Whole Life              91.40
Juvenile       Female  10    Non-Smoker $10,000 Whole Life     84.90

TOTAL $95,000 Combined Life Insurance $844.05
LESS ANNUAL 10% FAMILY PLUS LIFE INSURANCE DISCOUNT       - 84.40

ACTUAL COST            $759.65
NOTE: The above table is just one example of the FAMILY PLUS LIFE INSURANCE SPECIAL.
A unique Plan will be created just for you and your family, based upon your individual circumstances.

The premium rates are calculated based upon the usual pricing guidelines for each individual,
but for the FAMILY PLUS LIFE INSURANCE SPECIAL, after the entire cost is determined for
each individual covered, TEN PERCENT (10%) WILL BE DEDUCTED from the total premium
THIS YEAR and EACH YEAR that you pay this premium in the future. Although the ACTUAL
COST is based upon an annual premium payment, for your convenience, either monthly,
quarterly, semi-annual or annual premium payments can be arranged.

THIS IS A GREAT VALUE!
Contact your local PRCUA Agent/Deputy or call one of the PRCUA Offices toll-free: OH (800)
318-8234, PA (800) 558-8792 or the Home Office Sales Dept. (800) 772-8632 or (773) 782-2600. 
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PRCUA National Basketball Tourney
On Saturday,

March 19th, PRCUA
Society #162 hosted
the 77th Annual
PRCUA National
B a s k e t b a l l
Tournament in
Wyandotte, MI.  The
festivities began on
Friday evening

when most teams
arrived and attended
the hospitality
function in Lounge
#162, which offered

food, drinks and fun.  Many participants and guests arrived at the
lounge to relax and enjoy themselves before the games began.    

The 8 a.m. tournament tip-off came early, after the events the
night before, but the teams came ready to play.  The courts were at
The Aquinas Center and St. Pius X Catholic Church in Southgate, MI
as well as St. Stanislaus Kostka Catholic Church in Wyandotte, MI.
PRCUA National President Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. performed the
official "jump-ball" ceremony just before the first game at the Aquinas
Center.  PRCUA officers also in attendance at the tournament were
Resident V.P. Anna Sokolowski, V.P. Bob Bielenda, Secy-Tres. Jim
Robaczewski, District 10 Dir. Christopher Ozog and President
Emeritus Wallace Ozog.  Each of the officers made "the rounds" to all
the gym locations to visit with the players and watch the action.

A total of 12 teams from Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and New York
participated in this year's tournament.  After the morning session of
pool play, the teams were seeded into the "A" Division and "B"
Division for playoffs, which consisted of a single elimination format.

The battle for the "A" Division Champions began as both St.
Stan's #718 - Dare Bar and The Toledo Ballers made their way to find
each other in the finals.  In the end, it was St. Stan's #718 - Dare Bar
that proved victorious.  

The "B" Division highlighted the efforts of Pope John Paul II from
Centerline, MI and Mr. Peter's Boys from Buffalo, NY facing each
other in the final game, with Pope John Paul II winning. 

After the games, an Awards Banquet and Dance was held at the
PRCUA Society #162 Hall. The banquet began with the
announcement of the championship teams, All-Stars and MVPs.  

The MVPs of the tournament are: Danny Newell (St. Stan's Dare
Bar) for the "A" Division and Chris Ozog (Pope John Paul II) for the
"B" Division.   It was great to see over 200 people in attendance at the
banquet.  The guests were treated to a Polish Dinner and great polka
music by The Touch of Brass from Toledo, OH.  The partying
continued in the hall until well after midnight and then carried over
into the lounge with more polkas on the jukebox and friends enjoying
each other's company, extending the weekend as long as possible.

On behalf of Society #162, thanks are extended to all of the teams
that participated in the tournament, as well as the guests in
attendance.  It was great to see everyone laughing and having a great
time enjoying each other's company and making the tournament a
great success.  

Sincere thanks also go to all of the volunteers who helped make
the tournament happen.  The gym managers, scorekeepers, ticket
sellers and t-shirt sellers worked hard to make sure that everything
ran smoothly.  Special thanks go to Michelle Stechschulte, Rogalin
Dance Director, and the Rogalin Dance Troupe for the great job they
did running the lunch and concession stand.  

Finally, thank-you to Bob Hojnacki for his help in setting up the
brackets and guidance with the tournament details. With fraternalism
at its best, PRCUA enjoyed another great tournament weekend!
(See more photos on the PRCUA website: www.prcua.org,  News and
Events.)                                                                                 Kelly Salatowski,   

Tournament Chairperson

News from Pope John Paul II
Society #1593, Warren, Michigan

On April 2, 2011, the Polish American Congress Michigan
Division held its Installation and Awards Banquet at the American
Polish Cultural Center in Troy, Michigan. PRCUA Society #1593
President Wallace Ozog - President Emeritus  of the PRCUA -  was
honored for his lifetime achievements and dedication to Polonia. 

Mary Ellen Tyzka, Executive V.P. of the PAC Michigan Division,
welcomed guests, and Sebastian Szczepanski, V.P. for Polish Affairs,
served as MC. The keynote speaker was Frank Spula, PAC National
President who administered the oath of office to the officers. PRCUA
members also present were: National V.P.Bob Bielenda and his wife
Eleanor, PRCUA National Director Christopher Ozog, Victoria
Kushel, Virginia Kushel, Laurie Propst, Bernice Adamkiewicz, Julius
Szymczyk, Mary Ann Zielinski, Barbara Weglarz, Helen Warzybok,
Stella Jaworski, Ralph & Irene Raczynski and Past Dir. of District #10
Barbara Toboy.

Barbara Toboy, Treasurer, PAC MI Div. Charitable Foundation
and Past PRCUA Director of Dist. 10, read the biography of Mr.
Ozog before presenting him with the award. Others honored were
Rev. Timothy Whalen, Judge John M. Chmura, Noreen Smialek-
Sinclair (posthumous), Stella Szczesny, Tamara Sochacka, Polish
Scouting Organization (Centennial), Club Filarets (75th Anniversary)
and American Polish Cultural Society (25th Anniversary). 

Congratulations are extended to Wallace Ozog, Father Timothy
Whalen, and all the award recipients, from the PRCUA.

PAC MI
Division

Treasurer
Barbara Toboy
presents award

to PRCUA
President
Emeritus

Wallace Ozog,
Pres. of Soc.
#1593, for a
lifetime of

achievements
and dedication

to Polonia

(L-r) PRCUA Secy-Tres. Jim Robaczewski; Kelly
Salatowski, Tournament Chairperson; Pres.

Joseph Drobot Jr.; & Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski Division A Champs - St. Stan 718 Dare Bar Div. B Champs - Pope John Paul II with Dir. Ozog (ctr)
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HENRYK SIENKIEWICZ POLISH SCHOOL AND
PIAST PRESENT SPRING DANCE CONCERT

Polish folk customs are many, and during springtime there are an abundance of
celebrations. The Polish language and dance groups from the greater Cleveland area joined
together in a lively and colorful concert on Sunday, March 20, to present a panorama of Polish
Spring Traditions in a program called “Polskie Wiosenne Tradycje Ludowe.” It was held at the
Shrine Church of St. Stanislaus Social Center. PRCUA’s Henryk Sienkiewicz Polish School and
“PIAST” Polish Folk Ensemble joined with dancers representing Syrena Polish Folk Ensemble,
Living Traditions Folk Ensemble, I. J. Paderewski Polish Language School of the Polish Women’s
Alliance and Gorale Polish Folk Dancers of the Polish National Alliance.

The concert was organized primarily by Agnieszka and Gary Kotlarsic. Supporting
partners were Third Federal Foundation, Slavic Village Development, Neighborhood
Connection, The Polish-American Cultural Center and Councilman Anthony Brancatelli.

Violin Solo - Zosia Prochoroff played a moving violin rendition of Obertas op. 19, a violin
solo composition of Henryk Wieniawski, an outstanding violinist  from Lublin, Poland. Asia
Sychla, Ashley Budzilo and Ryan Pluchar danced to the selection and very well represented the
characteristics, color, and emotion of this piece.

Gaik and Pisanki Dance - The Henryk Sienkiewicz PRCUA Polish School presented the
tradition called Gaik - a Polish May pole, which is decorated with sprigs of green branches
highlighted with colorful ribbons. A strong male dancer holds the center pole of the Gaik on
high,while children dance around the pole with ribbons tied to a huge green wreath suspended
from the top of the pole.

The PRCUA “PIAST”group also performed one of the most endearing dances at the
concert, a Pisanki Dance. All of the girls were dressed as brightly painted Easter eggs. They
danced and hopped in unison, which was very effective. Then the male dancers entered,
wearing brilliant red headpieces representing the comb of roosters. The whole effect was
delightful as the roosters stalked about the stage, among the pisanki.

Marzanna - Syrena performed the tradition known as Marzanna, which is the burning or
drowning of a doll representing the Snow Goddess Marzanna. Marzanna is destroyed in order
to remove the effects caused by winter and to help bring the arrival of spring.

Plowing and Planting - Living Traditions did a lively dance from the foothills of the
Carpathian Mountains portraying the plowing of fields and planting of seeds in the fertile soil
of the Rzeszow Region.

April Fools Day - April Fools Day in Poland is called Prima Aprilis. The I. J. Paderewski
Polish Language School recited a poem about Prima Aprilis. The children also sang Polish folk
songs.

Smingus Dyngus - The Gorale Polish Folk Dancers performed the Easter Monday Polish
tradition also called “Wet Monday,” which is a day when boys and young men repeatedly
douse the girls and young women with water. The custom celebrates Poland’s conversion to
Christianity, on the day after Easter in the year 966, when then Prince Mieszko I was baptized.

Beskid and Zywiec - The Piast Folk Ensemble skillfully presented a dance from the highland
regions of southern Poland, which is home to an impulsive and music culture. Singing was
authentic, and the dance steps were intricate.

Finale with Palms - The grand finale had all 120 dancers on stage in full costume, waving
palms directly from the Lowicz region of Poland, as they danced in a circle. As Poland does not
have a climate suitable for growing palms, the tradition has evolved to make these “palms”
from pussy willow branches decorated with brightly colored dried flowers and ribbons.

Thanks - Countless people contributed to the success of the Polish Spring Traditions
Concert, which was held in Slavic Village, the traditional home of Polonia in greater Cleveland.
About 400 people attended this free concert. People came from the suburbs, and there were

many first-time visitors, too. 
Thanks go to members of

the Zatanczmy Committee,
parents, performers and many
volunteers who made this
program such a huge success.

You can search for
“Polish Spring Traditions in
Slavic Village” on You Tube for
a video of the performance.

By Mitchell Bienia, Dir.,  Dist #5
(Photos: H. Kacki)

Students and personnel of the Henryk Sienkiewicz Polish School and Piast Dance Ensemble
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KALENDARZ na MAJ i CZERWIEC 2011

1 maja (niedziela) - Recital zespo³u “Polskie Maki”.  Godz. 14:00.  Lincoln High -
Warren, 1701 Champaign, Lincoln Park, MI 48154.

7 maja (sobota) - Towarzystwa #1617, 719, 1584 i 1633 organizuj¹ akcjê
krwiodawstwa.  Misiuda Hall, 5255 N. Detroit Ave., Toledo, OH. Godz. 9:00-14:00.
Dodatkowe iformacje: Joan Sylak (419) 729-2126.

21 maja (sobota) - Spotkanie “Town Meeting” z prezesem Drobotem dla cz³onków
ZPRKA ze stanów Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Delaware i Maryland.  Godz. 9 rano w
biurze satelitarnym ZPRKA w Filadelfii, 2636-38 E. Allegheny, Philadelphia, PA.  .

27 maja (pi¹tek) - Noc Polsko-Amerykañska na stadionie Comerica Park.  Mecz
rozegraj¹ dru¿y Tiger’s i Boston.  Wystêp zespo³ów tanecznych przed meczem.  Mecz
rozpocznie siê o godz. 19:05.  Informacje: Ralph Raczyñski (586) 754-0411.

4 czerwca (sobota) - Turniej krêglarski im. Papie¿a Jana Paw³a II dla dzieci i
m³odzie¿y w wieku 3-16 lat, 10:30-13:30, Five Star Lanes, 16 Mile i Dequindre, Sterling
Hts., MI.  Cena: $4 - dla cz³onków ZPRKA na normalnych liniach; $5 - dla uczestników na
liniach tzw. bumper bowler; $6 - dla uczstników, którzy nie s¹ cz³onkami ZPRKA.  W
cenie: udzia³ w turnieju, wypo¿yczenie obuwia, pizza i napoje ch³odz¹ce.  Rejestracja -
godz. 10:15.  Dodatkowe informacje: Dyr. Chris Ozog (586) 524-4907. 

5 czerwca (niedziela) - Towarzystwo #1622 im. Marii Konopnickiej przy Zjednoczeniu
Polskim Rzymsko Katolickim w Ameryce zaprasza wszystkich na doroczny PIKNIK.
Pocz¹tek o 12 w po³udnie, Buffalo Woods, 87th Steet i Kean Ave., Platforma #3.
Zapraszamy wszytkich do wspólnej zabawy na œwie¿ym powietrzu.  Gry sportowe -
Loterie - Gry dla dzieci oraz wiele innych niespodzianek!!!  Kuchnia obficie zaopatrzona,
napoje gazowane i piwo do nabycia.  Ca³y dochód jest przeznaczony na fundusz
stypendialny dla cz³onków Towarzystwa #1622 ZPRKA.  Dodatkowe informacje: Edward
Muszalski (708) 599-9246 lub John Frankowicz (708) 598-5171

12 czerwca (niedziela) Doroczna Msza œw. ku czci Boskiego Serca Jezusa - informacje
na str. 17.

12 czerwca (niedziela) - 25-lecie ZPiT "Polonia".  Zespó³ “Polonia” zaprasza na
Biesiadê jubileuszow¹ - Z “Poloni¹" przez œwiat: “Bli¿ej siebie poprzez kulturê, tradycjê i
podró¿e".  Godz. 16 - koktajle, koncert - godz. 17:00; obiad bezpoœrednio po koncercie.
Sale bankietowe “Bia³ego Or³a”, 6839 N. Milwaukee Ave, Niles, IL.  Cena: doroœli - $65
od osoby (otwarty bar), $18 - dzieci i m³odzie¿ do lat 16.  Informacje: Anna Krysiñski
(847) 529-2555.

26 czerwca (wtorek) - Noc Polsko-Amerykañska na stadionie U.S. Cellular Field.
Mecz rozegraj¹ dru¿yny White Sox i Detroit Tigers.  Godz. 19:10.  Bilety mo¿na zakupiæ
dzwoni¹c do ZPRKA pod numer 1-800-772-8632, w. 2601. Miejsca tzw. LOWER BOX
SEATS - $23.50 (cena regularna $47). Bilety nale¿y zamówiæ do 11 czerwca 2011 r.
Liczba miejsc ograniczona - bilety bêd¹ sprzedawane a¿ do wyczerpania.

Prosimy cz³onków Towarzystw ZPRKA o sprawdzenie kalendarza na str. 2 - w celu
zapoznania siê z terminarzem planowanych na luty i marzec zebrañ Towarzystw.

Pierwsze Walne Zebranie Stowarzyszenia
Bibliotekarzy Polskich w Ameryce

El¿bieta Marszalik

Dzieñ 20 lutego 2011 roku by³ wielkim wydarzeniem dla nowo powsta³ej organizacji,
jak¹ jest Stowarzyszenie Bibliotekarzy Polskich w Ameryce  / Polish American Librarians
Association (PALA).  Tego dnia, dziêki goœcinnoœci i ogromnemu wsparciu Muzem
Polskiego w Ameryce (MPA), w Sali G³ównej im. Sabiny Logisz, odby³o siê Pierwsze
Walne zebranie PALA po³¹czone z Open House, w którym uczestniczy³o blisko 100 osób.
Przedsiêwziêcie to okaza³o siê ogromnym sukcesem, które dla organizatorów oznacza
potwierdzenie potrzeby utworzenia tego typu organizacji, a zarazem motywacjê i
zobowi¹zanie do wzmo¿onej dzia³alnoœci.

Zebranie rozpoczê³o siê o godzinie 12:00 przy wyœmienitym posi³ku wykonanym i
sponsorowanym przez Kasia's Deli. Po poczêstunku i wstêpnym zapoznaniu przyby³ych
goœci rozpoczê³a siê czêœæ oficjalna, któr¹ wspaniale prowadzi³a Ma³gorzata Kot -
kierownik Biblioteki MPA. Maria Cieœla, prezes MPA, oraz Joseph A. Drobot Jr., prezes
(ZPRKA|PRCUA) / przewodnicz¹cy Rady Dyrektorów MPA, rozpoczêli spotkanie
uroczystym powitaniem zebranych w progach Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce. Nastêpnie
g³os zabrali przedstawiciele zarz¹du PALA z prezes, Aldon¹ Salsk¹, na czele.

"Jesteœmy ogromnie podekscytowani przysz³oœci¹ PALA." - rozpoczê³a Aldona
Salska - "Nasze pocz¹tki siêgaj¹ wstecz oko³o pó³tora roku, kiedy to kilka z nas mia³o
podobny pomys³ i marzenie-utworzenie organizacji, która s³u¿y³aby bibliotekarzom
polonijnym i amerykañskim oraz czytelnikom, których obs³uguj¹. W miarê rozwoju
naszych planów odkrywaliœmy potencja³ tego, co mo¿emy zrobiæ. Zdaliœmy sobie sprawê,
¿e nasza organizacja, zakorzeniona g³êboko w kulturze polskiej i amerykañskiej, mo¿e staæ
siê bardzo istotnym ogniwem wymiany kulturalnej wœród wielu grup etnicznych. Jesteœmy
na razie niewielk¹ organizacj¹ (licz¹c¹ na dzieñ dzisiejszy oko³o 40 osób) zlokalizowan¹
prawie ca³kowicie w rejonie Chicago, jednak przyci¹gnêliœmy ju¿ uwagê bibliotekarzy ze
stanów: Nowy Jork, Kalifornia, Iowa, Michigan, a nawet z Teksasu. (...) Jesteœmy
naprawdê dumni z tego, jak daleko zaszliœmy w tak krótkim czasie, jak wiele osób jest
nami zainteresowanych, oraz tym, co potencjalnie mo¿emy zrobiæ dla podniesienia
etnicznej i kulturowej œwiadomoœci."

Bardzo mi³¹ niespodziank¹ dla zebranych by³ list gratulacyjny, wraz z zapewnieniem
dalszej wspó³pracy, od przewodnicz¹cej Stowarzyszenia Bibliotekarzy Polskich, El¿biety
Stefañczyk, który zosta³ odczytany w oryginalnej wersji polskiej oraz w angielskim
t³umaczeniu.

Kolejnym punktem programu by³y roczne sprawozdania. Sprawozdanie z dzia³alnoœci
i plan strategiczny wyg³osi³a Rita Ziemlo-Perona, sekretarz organizacji, a nastêpnie
Ma³gorzata Byliñska, skarbnik, przedstawi³a krótkie sprawozdanie finansowe.

Nastêpnie Leonard Kniffel, redaktor naczelny "American Libraries" i autor ksi¹¿ki "A
Polish Son in the Motherland", wyg³osi³ niezmiernie ciekawy referat wiod¹cy poruszaj¹cy
tematykê polskiej kultury i historii z punktu widzenia Amerykanina polskiego pochodzenia
traktujacy o roli bibliotekarzy polsko-amerykañskich w krzewieniu polskiej kultury i
historii na terenie Stanów Zjednoczonych.

Na zakoñczenie czêœci oficjalnej spotkania wyst¹pi³ ZPiT "Lajkonik" dzia³aj¹cy pod
dyrekcj¹ Haliny Misterki przy Polskiej Misji Duszpasterskiej œw. Trójcy w Chicago.
Wystêp ten g³êboko poruszy³ ca³¹ widowniê, mo¿na by³o zauwa¿yæ z jednej strony
ogromny podziw dla kunsztu tancerzy, a z drugiej - tak¿e wzruszenie i podnios³oœæ chwili.

Po czêœci oficjalnej nast¹pi³a równie wa¿na czêœæ towarzysko-zawodowa, podczas
której by³a mo¿liwoœæ wymiany doœwiadczeñ, nawi¹zywania nowych kontaktów, czy po
prostu rozmowy towarzyskiej w gronie bibliotekarzy, ksiêgarzy, przedstawicieli konsulatu,
organizacji polonijnych - czyli w gronie osób, którym bliska jest polska kultura i historia.
Goscie mieli okazje zwiedzic Pokoj Paderewskiego z Archiwum Polonikow i Biblioteke
Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce po ktorych oprowadzily ich pracownice MPA - Krystyna
Grell, Malgorzata Kot i Katarzyna Sobieraj-Tesar.

Zarz¹d i wszyscy cz³onkowie PALA pragn¹ serdecznie podziêkowaæ wszystkim
uczestnikom za udzia³ w Pierwszym Walnym Zebraniu organizacji. Szczególne s³owa
podziêkowania kierujemy do nastêpuj¹cych  instytucji, organizacji i osób za okazane
wsparcie i nawi¹zanie z nami wspó³pracy:

G³ówni Sponsorzy: Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce, Kasia's Deli, Zespol Pieœni i Tañca
"Lajkonik" pod patronatem Polskiej Misji Duszpasterskiej Œwiêtej Trójcy.

G³ówni Partnerzy: Stowarzyszenie Bibliotekarzy Polskich, Polski Konsulat Generalny
w Chicago, Polonia Bookstore, D & Z Bookstore, Aquila Polonica Publishing. 

Goœcie specjalni: Maria Cieœla, prezes Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce; Joseph A.
Drobot, Jr - prezes Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko Katolickiego w Ameryce (ZPRKA) /
przewodnicz¹cy Rady Dyrektorow Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce; Aleksandra Krystek,
wicekonsul Konsulatu Generalnego RP w Chicago; dr James Pula, skarbnik Polish
American Historical Association / profesor Purdue University North Central w Westville,
Indiana; Andrzej Zgiet, prezes Stowarzyszenia Imigracji Polskiej; Jolanta Bogiel-Pasek,
autorka logo PALA; Halina Misterka, archiwista MPA / dyrektor artystyczny i choreograf
ZPiT "Lajkonik" dzia³aj¹cego przy Polskiej Misji Duszpasterskiej œw. Trójcy w Chicago.

Krótka historia organizacji:
Stowarzyszenie Bibliotekarzy Polskich w Ameryce (PALA) - organizacja

niedochodowa, finansowana ze sk³adek cz³onkowskich - powsta³a oficjalnie na pocz¹tku
2010 roku podczas zebrania Komitetu (dok na str. 19) (dok. ze str. 15) Organizacyjnego
PALA w nastêpuj¹cym sk³adzie: Aldona Salska, Prospect Hts. Public Library; El¿bieta
Marszalik, Indian Trails Public Library; Ma³gorzata Byliñska, Arlington Hts. Memorial
Library; Ursula Zyzik, Saint Xavier University Library; Helena Zió³kowska, emerytowany
bibliotekarz Chicago Public Librray; Ma³gorzata Kot, Biblioteka MPA; (dok. na str. 17)

Terminy nadsy³ania artyku³ów do “Narodu Polskiego”

Data publikacji Termin nadsy³ania artyku³ów
1 czerwca 17 maja
1 lipca 14 czerwca
1 sierpnia 19 lipca
1 wrzeœnia 16 sierpnia
1 paŸdziernika 20 wrzeœnia

Sa³atka wiosenna

sa³ata, pêczek rzodkiewek, pêczek szczypiorku, 3-4 pomidory, 1 ogórek wê¿owy, 15 dag sera
zó³tego, 3-4 jajka na twardo, 1/4 szklanki oliwy, zio³a do sa³atek, sól 

Sa³atê umyæ, osuszyæ i podrzeæ na drobne kawa³ki. Pomidory umyæ i pokroiæ w ósemki. Ogórek
umyæ, obraæ i pokroiæ w plasterki.  Umyte rzodkiewki pokroiæ w plasterki a szczypior posiekaæ. Jajka
na twardo obraæ i pokroiæ w w æwiartki. Ser ¿ó³ty zetrzeæ na tarce o grubych oczkach. Wszystkie
sk³adniki po³¹czyæ. Z oliwy, zió³ i soli przygotowaæ sos.  Polaæ sa³atkê kilka minut przed podaniem. 
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STUDIA LETNIE W POLSCE

Wydzia³ Jêzyków Obcych University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
Katolicki Uniwersytet Lubelski, 2 VII - 8 VIII 2011

Wydzia³ Jêzyków Obcych University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee, oferuje intensywne
kursy jêz. polskiego na Katolickim Uniwersytecie Lubelskim w Lublinie.

5-tyg. program (5 godz. kredytowych) prowadzony bêdzie dla osób na ró¿nych
poziomach zaawansowania.  Kurs obejmuje naukê jêz. polskiego, wyk³ady, zajêcia
kulturalne, projekcje polskich filmów, przestawienia teatralne, muzyczne i
folklorystyczne, wycieczki do Warszawy, Kazimierza i inne.  Chêtni mog¹ równie¿
wzi¹æ udzia³ w wycieczkach do Krakowa i Bia³owieskiego Parku Narodowego.  

Op³ata za kurs zale¿y od d³ugoœci oraz stopnia inensywnoœci kursu.  Cena kursu 5-
tygodniowego wynosi $2 686; cena kursu 2-tygodniowego - $1 535.  Równie¿ mo¿na
skorzystaæ z kursów 3-tygodniowych: kursu jêz. polskiego i kursu kultury polskiej.  Te
dwa kursy oferowane s¹ w dniach 4-23 lipca w cenie $2 487.  W cenê wliczone s¹
wy¿ywienie i zakwaterowanie.  Uczestnicy kursu op³acaj¹ we w³asnym zakresie przelot
na trasie Chicago-Warszawa-Chicago.

Kursy prowadzone s¹ przez prof. dr Michael’a Mikoœ, prof. katedry polskiej i
literatury, który prowadzi podobne wyjazdy od 29 lat.  Zainteresowani udzia³em powinni
zg³aszaæ siê pod adres: Pof. Michael Mikoœ; Dept. of Foreign Languages & Linguistics;
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; P.O. Box 413, Milwaukee, WI 53201; tel. 414-
229-4151, Fax: 414-229-2741; e-mail: mikos@uwm.edu; www.lrc.uwm.edu/tour/

Studia Letnie Fundacji Koœciuszkowskiej

Fundacja Koœciuszkowska przyjmuje w chwili obecnej podania od osób chêtnych
wzi¹æ udzia³ w programach letnich na Uniwersytecie Jagielloñskim w Krakowie i w
Katolickim Uniwersytecie im. Jana Paw³a II w Lublinie.  Studenci kierunków
licencjackich (undergraduate) maj¹ okazjê zaliczenia godzin kredytowych studiuj¹c
jêzyk polski, gramatykê, historiê i literaturê polsk¹.  Wyk³ady prowadzone s¹ na
renomowanych uniwersytetach polskich, a studenci maj¹ bezpoœredni kontakt ze
studentami polskimi.

W ramach programu oferowane s¹ klasy o ró¿nym poziomie - od pocz¹tkuj¹cych do
zaawansowanych i o ró¿nej d³ugoœci trwania: od 2-tygodniowych, po 8-tygodnowe.
Kursy rozpoczynaj¹ siê na pocz¹tku lipca i koñcz¹ z koñcem sierpnia.  Studenci mog¹
rozwin¹æ swoj¹ znajomoœæ jêzyka polskiego w takich klasach jak: Sztuka polska,
Przesz³oœæ i teraŸniejszoœæ, Film polski, Literatura polska, Historia ¯ydów w Polsce,
Przemiany w Polsce i innych.  Ceny zaczynaj¹ siê od $1 025 za kursy 2-tygodniowe.  W
cenê w³¹czone s¹: zakwaterowanie, wy¿ywienie oraz wstêpy na atrakcje turystyczne.
Studenci musz¹ op³aciæ we w³asnym zakresie przelot do Krakowa.

Fundacja Koœciuszkowska pomo¿e studentom w zaliczeniu godzin kredytowych na
uczelniach amerykañskich.  Studenci mog¹ do³¹czyæ do grupy studentów, która
organizuje wspólny przelot z USA.  

Studenci polskiego pochodzenia mog¹ sk³adaæ podania na sponsorowany przez
Fundacjê Koœciuszkowsk¹ 3-tygodniowy program w Polsce, oferowany przez Fundacjê
w ramach Stypendium im. Tomaszkiewicz-Florio.

Wiêcej infrmacji na temat programów letnich oraz stypendium mo¿na uzyskaæ na
stronie: htttp://www.thekf.org/programs/summer/study/ lub dzwoni¹c do biura Summer
Study Abroad, pond numer (212) 734-2130 w. 210.

SPECJALNY PROGRAM
UBEZPIECZENIOWY “RODZINA PLUS”

ZPRKA oferuje specjalny program ubezpieczeñ na ¿ycie, tzw. SPECJALNY
PROGRAM UBEZPIECZENIOWY “RODZINA PLUS” (FAMILY PLUS LIFE
INSURANCE SPECIAL).  Wykupuj¹cy ustala definicjê “rodziny”.  I tak 2
(minimum) lub wiêcej osób, bez wzglêdu na pokrewieñstwo stanowi¹ rodzinê, np:
rodzice i dzieci; samotny rodzic z dzieæmi, dziadkowie z wnukami, itp.
Przynajmniej jedna osoba musi byæ doros³a (powy¿ej 16 lat).  W programie mo¿e
braæ udzia³ nieokreœlona liczba cz³onków rodziny, pod warunkiem, ¿e ich stan
zdrowia jest na tyle dobry, ¿e kwalifikuj¹ siê do wykupienia ubezpieczenia.  Koszt
ubezpieczenia oparty jest na rocznych op³atach, jednak mo¿emy zaaran¿owaæ op³aty
miesiêczne, kwartalne, lub pó³roczne

Program “Rodzina Plus” dotyczy nastêpuj¹cych osób: podstawowego
ubezpieczonego oraz innych osób ubezpieczonych.  Osoby ubezpieczaj¹ce siê mog¹
zadecydowaæ, jakie ubezpieczenie odpowiada najlepiej ich potrzebom i
mo¿liwoœciom finansowym.  Osoba posiadaj¹ca podstawowe ubezpieczenie musi
wykupiæ polisê opiewaj¹c¹ na $50 tys. ubezpieczenia sta³ego lub ubezpieczenie
mieszane: $25 tys. upezpieczenia sta³ego (Whole Life Insurance) i $25. tys.
ubezpieczenia terminowego (Term Life Insurance).  Osoba posiadaj¹ca drugorzêdne
ubezpieczenie musi wykupiæ polisê o wartoœci minimum $25 tys. ubezpieczenia
sta³ego lub $25 tys. ubepieczenia 20-letniego terminowego (20 Year Level Term
Life Insurance).  Jeœli drugi ubezpieczony jest nieletni (poni¿ej 16 roku ¿ycia),
wymagane jest wykupienie polisy o wartoœci minimum $10 tys. ubezpieczenia
sta³ego.  

SPECJALNY PROGRAM UBEZPIECZENIOWY “RODZINA PLUS”
zostanie przygotowany indywidualnie dla ka¿dej rodziny. 

Wysokoœæ sk³adek wyliczona zostanie przy u¿yciu standartowych obliczeñ oraz
wieku i p³ci osób ubezpieczonych, wybranego planu, wysokoœci ubezpieczenia, itp.
Ka¿da rodzina wykupuj¹ca SPECJALNY PROGRAM UBEZPIECZENIOWY
“RODZINA PLUS”, otrzyma 10% zni¿kê na roczn¹ op³atê przy wykupie
ubezpieczenia oraz przy nastêpnej ka¿dorazowej rocznej op³acie.

ABY SIÊ DOWIEDZIEÆ JAK SKORZYSTAÆ Z TEJ WSPANIA£EJ
OFERTY, prosimy skontaktowaæ siê z lokalnym agentem sprzeda¿y lub z jednym z
biur ZPRKA: w Ohio - (800) 318-8234; w Pennsylwanii - (800) 558-8792; w biurze
g³ównym w Chicago - (800) 772-8632 lub (773) 782-2600. 

Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce serdecznie zaprasza na doroczny 31. Bal Letni, który
odbêdzie siê w pi¹tek, 10 czerwca 2011 roku w Sheraton Chicago Hotel and Towers, 301
East North Water Street, Chicago, IL.  Obowi¹zuje strój wieczorowy.  Koktajle - godz.
19:00, kolacja - godz. 20:00. Do tañca graæ bêdzie Anthony Kawalkowski Orchestra.
Nagrodê Ducha Polskoœci Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce otrzyma w tym roku pan Alex
Strozynski, dziennikarz, laureat nagrody Pulitzera, pisarz, prezes Fundacji
Koœciuszkowskiej. Uroczyste wrêczenie nagrody odbêdzie siê podczas Balu  Letniego
2011.  Cena biletów - $175.  Czeki nale¿y wystawiaæ czeki na: Polish Museum of
America.  Rezerwacje: Alicia L. Dutka - 847-382-6339.  Op³aty przyjmowane s¹ do 2
czerwca 2011.  Bilety do odebrania przy wejœciu.  Hotelowy parking po obni¿onej cenie

Oakbrook Terrace, IL  - Bobby Vinton, wyst¹pi w Drury Lane Theatre w poniedzia³ek,
16 maja o godz. 13:30 i we wtorek, 17 maja o godz. 13:30 i 20:00.  Najwiêksze jego
przeboje pochodz¹ z pierwszej po³owy lat szeœædziesi¹tych XX wieku: "Roses Are Red
(My Love)" (1962), "Blue Velvet" (1963), "There! I've Said It Again" (1964), "Mr.
Lonely" (1964). W roku 1974 wylansowa³ przebój "My Melody of Love" z refrenem
œpiewanym przez niego w jêzyku polskim "Moja droga, ja Ciê kocham".  Ogromny
sukces piosenki spowodowa³, i¿ od tego czasu piosenkarz nazywany jest czêsto "The
Polish Prince" (Polski ksi¹¿ê).  Piosenka sta³a siê równie¿ popularna w Polsce.  Przez 3
lata Bobby Vinton by³ gospodarzem swojego programu telewizyjnego, który nadawany
by³ w ponad 140 miastach w USA i Kanadzie.  By³ równie¿ gospodarzem popularnego
programu stacji CBS, w którym przedstawia³ przeboje z Las Vegas, Branson i Atlantic
City.  Zagra³ w 2 filmach Johna Wayne’a “Big Jake” i “The Train Robbers”.  Bilety na
wystêpy i obiad mo¿na zamawiaæ dzwoni¹c do Drury Lane Theatre box office tel. (630)
530-0111, lub do TicketMaster 800-745-3000, lub na stronie:
www.drurylaneoakbrook.com.

WYDARZENIA POLONIJNE

ZMIANY OPROCENTOWANIA 
KONT ANNUITY

Z dniem 1 maja 2011 r. wesz³y w ¿ycie zmiany oprocentowania rocznego na
nowe konta Annuity oferowane przez ZPRKA.  Gwarantowane minimum
oprocentowania na nowe konta wyniesie nie mniej ni¿ 2% przez okres posiadania
konta Annuity.

UWAGA: Zmiany oprocetowania na powy¿szych kontach s¹ zale¿ne od
fluktuacji rynku.  Wysokoœæ oprocentowania wyliczna jest na podstawie naszych
mo¿liwoœci obni¿enia kosztów ogólnych przy jednoczesnym silnym wyk³adniku
wyp³acalnoœci.  W celu uzyskania bie¿¹cych informacji o zmianach na kontach
annuity, prosimy odwiedzaæ nasz¹ stronê: www.prcua.org

1.  $       300,00 - $49 999,99
2. $  50 000,00 - $99 999,99
3. $100 000,00 -  i wiêcej

3,125%
3,25%
3,25%

SERIAZGROMADZONA WARTOŒÆ 
KONTA ANNUITY MILLENIUM CLASSIC PREFERRED

3,075%
3,125%
3,125%

3%
3%
3%
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(dok. ze str. 15) Krystyna Grell, Biblioteka MPA; Joanna Bohdziewicz-Borowiec.
Spotkanie za³o¿ycielskie mia³o miejsce w Bibliotece MPA w Chicago, która hojnie udziela

swojej czytelni regularnym spotkaniom PALA od pocz¹tku istnienia grupy. 
Podczas zebrania w lutym 2010 ukonstytuowa³ siê pierwszy Zarz¹d w nastêpuj¹cym

sk³adzie: prezes - Aldona Salska, wiceprezes - El¿bieta Marszalik, sekretarz - Urszula Zyzik i
skarbnik Ma³gorzata Byliñska. Stowarzyszenie Bibliotekarzy Polskich w Ameryce zosta³o
oficjalnie zarejestrowane w stanie Illinois dnia 18 lutego 2010 roku jako Polish American
Librarians Association. W marcu 2010 r. organizacja zosta³a zarejestrowana w Cook County
Recorder of Deeds. 

W marcu 2010 roku Aldona Salska spotka³a siê z El¿biet¹ Stefañczyk - przewodnicz¹c¹ i
Marzen¹ Przybysz - sekretarzem Stowarzyszenia Bibliotekarzy Polskich (SBP) w Bibliotece
Narodowej w Warszawie. Podczas tego spotkania i dalszej korespondencji, obie organizacje
wyrazi³y chêæ nawi¹zania wspó³pracy i wzajemnego wsparcia. 

Wiosn¹ i latem 2010 roku PALA wzbogaci³a siê o trzech nowych, utalentowanych i
pe³nych entuzjazmu cz³onków. Rita Ziemlo Perona, (Elmhurst Public Library), przyjê³a
stanowisko sekretarza, które pozostawa³o wolne od rezygnacji Urszuli Zyzik w marcu 2010
roku. Marcin Terlik, administrator systemu i Aleksandra Slawska, obydwoje z Indian Trails
Public Library w Wheeling,odegrali kluczow¹ rolê w utworzeniu profesjonalnej strony
internetowej organizacji www.palalib.org i zapewnienia obecnoœci PALA w sieci internetowej. 

Od pocz¹tku powstania zarz¹d i nowi cz³onkowie organizacji pracowali wspólnie przy
precyzowaniu kryteriów cz³onkostwa oraz celów Polish American Librarians Association,
wyznaczaj¹c sobie ambitn¹ misjê wywarcia pozytywnego wp³ywu na jakoœæ us³ug
bibliotecznych œwiadczonych czytelnikom polskiego pochodzenia i osobom zainteresowanym
polsk¹ kultur¹.
G³ówne cele PALA:

-  wzbogacanie wiedzy zawodowej poprzez utworzenie otwartego forum dyskusyjnego i
u³atwienia porozumiewania siê personelu bibliotecznego pracuj¹cego z polskimi zbiorami i
czytelnikami polskiego pochodzenia,

- promowanie zrozumienia i wzajemnego szacunku dla ró¿nych kultur poprzez
rozszerzanie dostêpu do wiarygodnych, aktualnych informacji o historii i kulturze polskiej i
polonijnej,

- promowanie bibliotek i dzia³ów polskich w tych bibliotekach,
- promowanie zawodu bibliotekarza wœród Polonii,
- zapewnienie mo¿liwoœci wspó³pracy z innymi stowarzyszeniami bibliotekarzy (zarówno

w Ameryce jak i w Polsce).
Obecnie w naszej m³odej organizacji mamy ju¿ ponad 40 cz³onków reprezentuj¹cych

biblioteki publiczne, specjalne i akademickie.  
Cz³onkostwo PALA jest otwarte dla bibliotekarzy, studentów bibliotekoznawstwa,

personelu pomocniczego bibliotek i innych osób, które wspieraj¹ nasze cele.  Roczna op³ata
cz³onkowska: bibliotekarze - $25.00; personel pomocniczy, studenci, emeryci, bezrobotni
pracownicy bibliotek - $15.00.  Wiêcej informacji znajduje siê na naszej stronie internetowej
www.palalib.org, do której odwiedzania serdecznie zapraszamy.  Zainteresowanych zachêcamy
do wstêpowania do naszej organizacji i do korzystania z us³ug bibliotek. 

Foto: A. i M. Terlik

STYPENDIA FUNDUSZU
EDUKACYJNEGO ZPRKA

Termin nadsy³ania podañ up³ywa 1 czerwca 2011 r.

Fundusz Edukacyjny ZPRKA utworzony zosta³ w celu zebrania pieniêdzy na
stypendia, które maj¹ pomóc m³odzie¿y ZPRKA w zdobyciu wy¿szego wykszta³cenia.
Op³aty czesnego za studia wzrastaj¹ z ka¿dym rokiem.  Fundusz Edukacyjny
przeznaczony jest dla kwalifikuj¹cych siê studentów wszystkich studiów: licencjackich,
magisterskich i zawodowych (undergraduate, graduate i professional). 

Studenci mog¹ siê ubiegaæ o nastêpuj¹ce stypendia:
Stypendia jednorazowe

- Ku pamiêci rodziny: Alexander, Ann, John i Walter Kushel - $1 5000
przeznaczone na studia o profilu religijnym.

- Imienia Absolwentów Balu w Stanie Michigan w 2011 r. - 4 stypendia w
wysokoœci $500 ka¿de, przeznaczone dla absolwentów ró¿nych kierunków, którzy wziêli
udzia³ w Dorocznym Balu w Stanie Michigan w 2011 r. 

Stypendia “wieczyste”
- Ku pamiêci Adele Szumilus Sularski - bez okreœlonego konkretnego kierunku

nauki
Fundusz Edukacyjny ZPRKA

Dyrekcja ZPRKA przyznaje stypendia w miarê dostêpnych funduszy.
Aby siê kwalifikowaæ do otrzymania stypendium ZPRKA, studenci musz¹ spe³niaæ

poni¿sze wymagania:
Podanie (application) musi byæ w ca³oœci wype³nione.  Za³¹czyæ równie¿ nale¿y:

- odpis œredniej ocen studenta (GPA);
- weryfikacja uczestnictwa studenta w ¿yciu Polonii
- weryfikacja pracy spo³ecznej studenta

Student musi mieæ ukoñczony z pozytywnymi ocenami pierwszy rok (freshman)
studiów licencjackich (undergraduate) przed terminem nadsy³ania podañ; oficjalny odpis
ocen studenta musi byæ przes³any przez szko³ê bezpoœrednio do ZPRKA przed 1
czerwca.  Rozpatrywane bêd¹ podania, które nap³yn¹ do ZPRKA z dat¹ stempla
pocztowego do 1 czerwca 2011 r.

Ubiegaj¹cy siê o stypendium musi byæ na 2 (sophomore), 3 (junior) lub 4 (senior)
roku studiów licencjackich (undergraduate) lub studiów magisterskich (graduate) lub
zawodowych (professional).  Musi byæ studentem w pe³nym wymiarze godzin w
programie undergraduate (min. 12 godzin dla studentów studiów dziennych i 8 godz. dla
studentów studiów wieczorowych), lub w pe³nym lub niepe³nym wymiarze godzin w
programie magisterskim (graduate) albo studiów zawodowych (professional);

Decyzja o przyznaniu stypendiów podjêta zostanie przez niezale¿ny od ZPRKA
komitet stypendialny, sk³adaj¹cy siê z przedstawicieli szkolnictwa, biznesu, instytucji
prawnych.  Decyzje komitetu bêd¹ ostateczne.  Osoby, które otrzymaj¹ stypendia, mog¹
równie¿ ubiegaæ siê o po¿yczki na cele edukacyjne.  

ZPRKA zastrzega sobie prawo do zmiany lub ca³kowitej likwidacji programu, bez
wczeœniejszego powiadomienia zainteresowanych.  Nie bêdzie to dotyczyæ studentów,
którym przyznano stypendia.  Stypendia bêd¹ wyp³acane bezpoœrenio uczelniom, a nie
studentom.  Podania mo¿na wysy³aæ na adres: 

PRCUA Education Fund, Inc.
984 N. Milwaukee Ave.
Chicago, IL 60642-4101

Uczestnicy zebrania Stow. Bibliotekarzy Polskich w Ameryce z tancerzami “Lajkonika”.

W³¹czcie siê do kampanii na rzecz
zniesienia wiz dla obywateli polskich!

Kongres Polonii Amerykañskiej oraz Fundacja Koœciuszkowska zwracaj¹ siê do
ca³ej Polonii o wsparcie dla ustawy, która ma na celu w³¹czenie Polski do Programu
Ruchu Bezwizowego.  Ustawa zosta³a ju¿ przed³o¿ona na forum Kongresu USA i
ma na celu zmianê kryteriów wejœcia do programu ruchu bezwizowego.  

KPA i Fundacja Koœciuszkowska wzywaj¹ wszystkich, którym zale¿y na
zatwierdzeniu tej ustawy, aby wysy³ali listy do kongresmanów i senatorów z ich
okrêgów wyborczych, w których bêd¹ prosili o poparcie ustawy i wyra¿ali swoje
podziêkowanie tym, którzy ju¿ zadeklarowali swoj¹ pomoc w tej sprawie.

Do tej pory projekt ustawy zosta³ poparty przez 10 kongresmanów w 435-
osobowej Izbie Rezprezentantów.

Zachêæcie swoje rodziny i znajomych do w³¹czenia siê w tê akcjê.
Wiêcej informacji na temat ustawy mo¿na znaleŸæ na stronie

http://tomas.loc.gov pod numerem ustawy: H.R.959 lub S.497
Nazwiska i adresy kongresmanów mo¿na uzyskaæ na stronie: www.house.gov

lub dzwoni¹c pod numer (202) 224-3121.
Nazwiska i adresy senatorów mo¿na uzyskaæ na stronie: www.senate.gov lub

dzwoni¹c pod numer (202) 224-3121.

Doroczna Msza œw. 
ku czci Boskiego Serca Jezusa

Dystrykt #7 ZPRKA zaprasza
wszystkich na doroczn¹ Mszê œw. 

ku czci Boskiego Serca Jezusa
12 czerwca 2011 r. o godz. 10 rano 

koœció³ œw. Ferdynanda
5900 W. Barry Ave., Chicago, IL

Bezpoœrednio po mszy œw. 
lunch w Grota Banquets, 
3112 N. Central Ave., Chicago, IL.  

$22 od osoby.  
Darmowy parking 1 blok od restauracji.  

Rezerwacje: Robert Bugielski (773) 725-5655.
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1490A.M za nag³oœnienie naszego Balu.
Wielkie s³owa podziêkowania nale¿¹ siê

Fundacji Kopernikowskiej na czele z
prezesem Gregiem Kobeliñskim za
sponsorowanie sali na bal.

Wizyta 'Krasnoludków" 
w programie 

"Miêdzy nami dzieciakami"

Od wielu lat Przedszkole
Artystyczne “Krasnoludki” , które jest
czêœci¹ zespo³u “Polonia”, jest
zapraszane do udzia³u w programie
dla dzieci przez jego autora “wujka
Krzysia”, czyli Krzysztofa
Arsenowicza.  W uznaniu zas³ug “Za
patriotyzm i kszta³towanie
charakterów poprzez sztukê”,
za³o¿ycielka “Polonii” pani Cecylia

Ro¿nowska otrzyma³a
nagrodê  “Zaczarowaniego
O³ówka” od twórców tego
programu: Artura
Glowiñskiego i Krzysztofa
Arsenowicza.

W sobotê, 22
stycznia przedstawicielki
“ K r a s n o l u d k ó w ” :
Veronika Florczak, Ró¿a

Grochal, Carolinka
Grochowska, Martynka Piórek i Patrycja Suchanek, przy akompaniamencie
wieloletniego dyr. muzycznego pana Miecia Dziœ - zaœpiewa³y najpopularniejsze
polskie i amerykañskie kolêdy.

Ta grupa naszych dzieci po raz pierwszy goœci³a w radio 1030AM.  Jesteœmy
naprawdê z nich bardzo dumni.  Bez tremy, z wigorem, pamiêtaj¹c wszystkie s³owa,
piêknie siê zaprezentowa³y.  Dziêkujemy “Wujkowi Krzysiowi” za zaproszenie.

zdjêcia: Sylwia Suchanek

Œwiêconka w Parafii œw. Ferdynanda
ZPiT "Polonia" kultywuje piêkne, polskie tradycje

Obchodzona na
p a m i ¹ t k ê
Z m a r w y c h w s t a n i a
Chrystusa Wielkanoc,
to w Polsce œwiêta
bardzo rodzinne,
s t a r a n n i e
kultywowane.  Jest to
czas szczególny,
zw³aszcza dla Polaków. 

W Wielk¹ Sobotê w koœcio³ach kap³ani œwiêc¹ koszyczki z
pokarmami, tzw. Œwiêconkê.  Wy³o¿one piêknymi odœwiêtnymi serwetkami
wiklinowe koszyczki przystraja siê listkami bukszpanu, wst¹¿kami i kwiatkami.

Polacy zamieszkali w Chicago wiernie pielêgnuj¹ t¹ tradycjê, dlatego zawsze
t³umnie zbieraj¹ siê w koœcio³ach, by poœwiêciæ pokarmy w koszykach i wspólnie
pomodliæ siê w dzieñ Wielkiej Nocy.  T¹ piêkn¹ tradycjê od lat kultywuje Zespó³
Pieœni i Tañca "Polonia".  Tancerze ubrani w stroje ludowe z ró¿nych regionów Polski
po raz kolejny wziêli udzia³ w uroczystym œwiêceniu pokarmów w Wielk¹ Sobotê w
parafii œw. Ferdynanda w
Chicago.  Dziêkujemy
proboszczowi parafii,
ksiêdzu Zdzis³awowi
Torbie za piêkne
powitanie i s³owa
wystosowane do rodziców
i dzieci.

Anna Krysiñski,
dyr. ZPiT “Polonia”

10. Wielki Kostiumowy Bal Karnawa³owy 
dzieci ZPiT "Ma³a Polonia", "Weso³a Polonia" 

i "Krasnoludki"

W niedzielê 17-lutego, o godzinie 3-giej
po po³udniu w piêknie udekorowanej sali
Copernicus Center w Chicago, odby³ siê
10. Wielki Kostiumowy Bal Karnawalowy
organizowany przez zespo³y P. i T. "Ma³a
Polonia", “Weso³a Polonia” i
“Krasnoludki", dzia³aj¹ce pod patronatem
Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko
Katolickiego w Ameryce.  Goœæmi balu
by³y chicagowskie dzieci, fantastycznie

ubrane w kostiumy karnawa³owe wraz z
rodzicami i
opiekunami. 
Impreza ta od
lat cieszy siê
d u ¿ y m
powodzeniem u
rodziców i
dzieci, poniewa¿
s p e ³ n i a
w i e l o r a k i e
funkcje i role.
Prawie ka¿de dziecko ma swoje marzenia,
pragnienia, potrzeby, które chcemy
zaspokoiæ.  Na balu tym stwarzamy
mo¿liwoœæ ekspresji ruchowej, bycia
wymarzon¹ postaci¹ z bajki, baœni i
literatury.  Nowe doœwiadczenia,  piêknie i
estetycznie udekorowana sala -
wzbogacaj¹ osobowoœæ dziecka.  Ucz¹
odwagi, wra¿liwoœci i pewnoœci siebie.
Wspólny taniec umo¿liwia niwelowanie
stresów i napiêæ - dostarcza radoœci i

zadowolenia.
Organizatorzy Balu - czyli rodzice i

nauczyciele "Ma³ej Polonii", “Weso³ej Polonii" i
"Krasnoludków", jak zwykle stanêli na
w y s o k o œ c i
z a d a n i a .
S p e c j a l n e
podziêkowania
dla pañstwa

Doroty i Roberta Wójciak za
nag³oœnienie i prowadzenie
dyskoteki, dla pani Ma³gosi
Kwaœny za czuwanie nad ca³oœci¹.
Bal nale¿a³ do bardzo udanych.  

W programie imprezy
oprócz zabaw z klownem Lulu,
Lolo i myszk¹ Miki, znalaz³y siê
tak¿e wystêpy dzieci z zespo³ów
"Ma³a Polonia " i Weso³a

Polonia", przygotowane przez
Jaclyn Krysiñski i Mieczys³awa Dziœ.

Dobrze zorganizowana impreza,
któr¹ by³ 10. Wielki Kostiumowy
Bal Karnawa³owy dla dzieci - bawi,
uczy i wychowuje.

Serdecznie dziêkujemy naszym
sponsorom: Alexandra Foods,
Krystyna Deli, Hetman Deli,
Smakowski Bakery, Larami Bakery,
Ideal Bakery, Restauracji Anastazja.
Dziêkujemy mediom: Radiu
1030AM,  Telewizji Polvision oraz
pani Zosi Borys ze stacji radiowej

Klowny Lulo i Lolo - znakomicie bawily
dzieci.

Madzia Rozko
maluje buzie dzieci.

Mamy: Bo¿ena Zió³ko i Karolina
Kudyba przy sprawdzaniu biletow.

Jaclyn Krysiñski zadowolona 
z przebiegu balu.

Du¿ym powodzeniem
cieszy³a siê Myszka

Miki.

Nasz Maestro -
Mieczys³aw Dziœ uczy
wszystkie dzieci nowej

piosenki.

Popis Artystyczny
“Weso³ej Polonii"- Olivia
Wcis³o, Olivia Kudyba i

Paulina Jurczak.

Przy prowadzeniu zabawy pomagali
doroœli tancerze "Polonii".



NIEZWYK£Y SUKCES WYSTAWY 
W MUZEUM POLSKIM W AMERYCE

Chicago, IL - W czwartek, 14 kwietnia 2011 odby³ siê w Sali G³ównej im.
Sabiny Logisz w Muzeum Polskim w Ameryce, wernisa¿ wystawy Adventures
of Light: Voytek Glinkowski and His Students. 

Przygody œwiat³a, to niezwyk³a wystawa malarstwa i rysunku.
Utalentowany Voytek Glinkowski oraz pohcodz¹ce z Polski, Bia³orusi, Irlandii
i Uzbekistanu studentki: Beth Boyd, Margaret Boyd, Olga Dolgun, Carole
Gilberg, Inna Goldman, Joyce O’Callaghan, Natalia Osipova, wystawili
przepojone poetyckim nastrojem wielobarwne pejza¿e, martwe natury i
kompozycje figuralne. 

W otwarciu udzia³ wziêli równie¿ organizatorzy wystawy oraz ponad 300
goœci, którzy przybywali niemal do zamkniêcia.  Kuratorem wystawy by³a
Monika Nowak, kustosz muzealnej kolekcji grafiki.

Wystawione w czasie wernisa¿u oleje i akryle przeznaczone by³y na
sprzeda¿, a 30% ceny artyœci
ofiarowali na rzecz
remontowanej Galerii Sztuki
MPA.  Wystawa potrwa do
20 kwietnia 2011.

W czasie wieczoru
wyst¹pi³a uznana wokalistka
jazzowa, laureatka wielu
festiwali muzycznych,
Agnieszka Iwañska.  

Voytek Glinkowski jest
absolwentem PWSSP w £odzi

(dziœ Akademia Sztuk
Piêknych), a obecnie uczy w
“Signature Art” w Glencoe,
odnosz¹c sukcesy na rynku
amerykañskim.

Ca³kowity dochód z
wieczoru przekazany zostanie
na konto remontowanej Galerii
Sztuki MPA.  Galeria imienia
donatorów - Stephen and
Elizabeth Ann Kusmierczak
Art Gallery - zostanie
uroczyœcie otwarta w
listopadzie 2011 roku.  Stephen Kusmierczak postanowi³ uhonorowaæ w ten
niezwyk³y sposób swoich rodziców.  Pochodzi z okolic St. Louis, jest
absolwentem Princeton University i jest wybitnym mened¿erem, który doceni³

Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce, które  posiada
œwiatowej klasy unikatow¹ kolekcjê sztuki
polskiej godn¹ sta³ej prezentacji.

Wœród goœci wieczoru obecni byli
przedstawiciele Konsulatu Generalnego RP w
Chicago, konsul Robert Rusiecki i Aleksandra
Krystek.

Dziêki uprzejmoœci Konsulatu Generalnego
i w³aœcicieli sklepu Kasia’s Deli, na goœci
czeka³ poczêstunek.  

Op³aty za przejazdy drogami i autorstradami - Rz¹d RP wyda³ rozporz¹dzenie w sprawie op³aty
pobieranej za przejazd drogami i autostradami od lipca 2011 r.  Za korzystanie z autostrad kierowcy
zap³ac¹ od 20 do 40 groszy za km.  W pocz¹tkowym okresie op³ata ma byæ pobierana za korzystanie z
ok. 579 km autostrad, 554 km dróg ekspresowych i ok. 432 km dróg krajowych.  Pierwsze rozszerzenie
sieci p³atnych dróg planowane jest na styczeñ 2012 roku – o kolejne 150 km tras, potem maj¹ byæ
nastêpne.  W styczniu 2014 r. kierowcy samochodów osobowych bêd¹ p³aciæ za korzystanie z ponad
2,8 tys. km tras. Docelowo sieæ p³atnych dróg w Polsce mo¿e obj¹æ ponad 9 tys. km tras.  Zgodnie z
wydanym rozporz¹dzeniem samochody ciê¿arowe o masie od 3,5 tony do 12 ton bêd¹ p³aciæ za
przejechanie 1 km autostrady lub drogi ekspresowej od 20 groszy do 40 gr, a drogi krajowej — od 16 gr
do 32 gr. Samochody ciê¿sze ni¿ 12 ton bêd¹ p³aciæ od 27 do 53 gr za km na autostradzie i od 21 go 42
gr za km za korzystanie z pozosta³ych p³atnych dróg. Autobusy bêd¹ rozliczane wed³ug stawek
przyjêtych dla samochodów o masie poni¿ej 12 ton.  Najtaniej korzystanie z polskich dróg bêdzie
kosztowa³o kierowców pojazdów Euro5, czyli wydzielaj¹cych najmniej spalin. 

"Dama z gronostajem" zosta³a wypo¿yczona na 9 miesiêcy - Obraz Leonarda da Vinci “Dama z
gronostajem” bêdzie eksponowana w Madrycie, Berlinie i Londynie po ok. trzy miesi¹ce.  O
wypo¿yczenie zwróci³ siê do Ministerstwa Kultury i Sztuki fundator Fundacji Ksi¹¿¹t Czartoryskich,
Adam Karol Czartoryski.  Ministerstwo stara siê opracowaæ pe³n¹, profesjonaln¹ monografiê
konserwatorsk¹ obrazu, jak¹ posiadaj¹ inne dzie³a o najwy¿szej œwiatowej wartoœci. W Krakowie
podpisano memorandum dotycz¹ce dalszych losów obrazu.  Postanowiono w nim, ¿e po zakoñczeniu
wystaw w Madrycie, Berlinie i Londynie obraz wróci do Krakowa i przez co najmniej 10 lat nie bêdzie
móg³ byæ wypo¿yczany, chyba ¿e z przyczyn uzasadnionych szczególnymi okolicznoœciami wszystkie
strony memorandum postanowi¹ inaczej. "Dama z gronostajem" to jedno z najcenniejszych dzie³ w
polskich zbiorach i jedyny obraz Leonarda da Vinci w Polsce.  Jego w³aœcicielem jest Fundacja Ksi¹¿¹t
Czartoryskich. 
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Wystêp Agnieszki Iwañskiej,
akompaniuje Paul Scherer.

Artysta Woytek Glinkowski 
na tle jednej ze swoich prac.

Sala G³ówna MPA wype³niona goœæmi.

L-p: Woytek Glinkowski, Stephen Kusmierczak, Andrzej Paw³owski, 
pp. Judy i Joseph Drobot, Nortbert Barszczewski, Kathy Pucha³a, Robert Rusiecki,

Agnieszka Iwañska, Monika Nowak.
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ROCZNICA ZAKOÑCZENA
II WOJNY ŒWIATOWEJ

8 maja 1945 zakoñczy³ siê w Europie najwiêkszy konflikt zbrojny historii œwiata, trwaj¹cy
od 1 wrzeœnia 1939 r. (atak Niemiec na Polskê).  Zasiêgiem dzia³añ wojennych obj¹³ prawie ca³¹
Europê, wschodni¹ i po³udniowo-wschodni¹ Azjê, pó³nocn¹ Afrykê, czêœæ Bliskiego Wschodu i
wszystkie oceany.  Poza wiêkszoœci¹ pañstw europejskich i ich koloniami, bra³y w niej udzia³
pañstwa Ameryki Pó³nocnej i Ameryki Po³udniowej oraz Azji.  G³ównymi stronami konfliktu
by³y pañstwa Osi i pañstwa koalicji antyhitlerowskiej.  W wojnie uczestniczy³o 1,7 mld ludzi, w
tym 110 mln z broni¹.  Wed³ug ró¿nych szacunków zginê³o w niej od 50 do 78 milionów ludzi.

7 maja w kwaterze g³ównej Alianckich Si³ Ekspedycyjnych genera³a Eisenhowera - w
Reims we Francji, Niemcy skapitulowali na Froncie Zachodnim przed przedstawicielami armii
USA i Wspólnoty Brytyjskiej. W imieniu aliantów pod aktem kapitulacji podpisa³ siê ze strony
aliantów gen. Walter Bedell Smith, g³ównodowodz¹cy, oraz genera³ artylerii Iwan Sus³oparow
reprezentuj¹cy ZSRR. Kapituluj¹c¹ armiê niemieck¹ reprezentowa³ Alfred Jodl, lotnictwo
Wilhelm Oxenius, a marynarkê Hans-Georg von Friedeburg.  Na kategoryczne ¿¹danie Stalina 8
maja 1945 r. w kwaterze marsza³ka ¯ukowa w Berlinie powtórzono podpisanie bezwarunkowej
kapitulacji, tym razem ca³ych Niemiec przed przedstawicielami trzech mocarstw sojuszniczych
– ZSRR, USA i Wielkiej Brytanii. Obecni byli: genera³ Carl Spaatz (USA), brytyjski marsza³ek
lotnictwa Arthur Tedder oraz marsza³ek Gieorgij ¯ukow.  Na uroczystoœæ do Berlina genera³
Charles de Gaulle wys³a³ genera³a Jean de Lattre de Tassigny'ego.  Oprócz Keitela,
g³ównodowodz¹cego Wehrmachtu kapitulacjê podpisali dowódca niemieckiej marynarki
wojennej admira³ Hans-Georg von Friedeburg i genera³ pu³kownik lotnictwa Hans-Jürgen
Stumpff.

Maria Cieœla laureatk¹ wyró¿nienia

Biuro registratorki s¹du okrêgowego powiatu Cook, Dorothy Brown zorganizowa³o w
dniu 23 marca obchody Miesi¹ca Historii Kobiet.  W ramach obchodów wyró¿nione zosta³o
15 wybitnych kobiet, które by³y nominowane do programu: “Dziel¹c siê mi³oœci¹.  W ho³dzie
wybitnym kobietom z organizacji niedochodowych”.  Jedn¹ z laureatek tegorocznego
wyró¿nienia zosta³a prezeska Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce, Maria Cieœla.  Pani Cieœla jest
dzia³aczk¹ wielu organizacji, m.in.: St. Mary of the Woods Fine Arts Council, Lira
Ensemble, National Ovarian Cancer Coalition, Legionu M³odych Polek i innych.  Za swoj¹
dzia³alnoœæ otrzyma³a liczne wyró¿nienia: m.in. br¹zowy medal Gloria Artis od Rz¹du RP,
Award of Merit od Polsko-Amerykañskiego Towarzystwa Adwokackiego, Community
Service Award od Rady Nauczycieli Polonijnych.

W tym roku wyró¿niona zosta³a równie¿ druga przedstawicielka œrodowiska
polonijnego, za³o¿ycielka Daru Serca, pani Krystyna Pasek.  

Gratulujemy pani Marii Cieœli i wszystkim wyró¿nionym i ¿yczymy wielu kolejnych
osi¹gniêæ i zaszczytów.
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220. ROCZNICA
DNIA KONSTYTUCJI 3 MAJA

Wszystkim Matkom
z okazji Dnia Matki,
sk³adamy ¿yczenia 

zdrowia, radoœci i mi³oœci,
wielu piêknych dni,

cudownych pragnieñ,
wspania³ych chwil,

i spe³nienia 
wszystkich marzeñ!

W tym roku 3 maja, obchodziæ bêdziemy 220. rocznicê uchwalenia
Konstytucji 3 maja Rzeczypospolitej Narodów.

3 maja 1791 r. uchwalono pierwsz¹ konstytucjê w nowo¿ytnej Europie,
a drug¹ po amerykañskiej na œwiecie.  Konstytucja mia³a za zadanie
uregulowaæ podstawowe kwestie spo³eczno-polityczne, prawa i
obowi¹zki obywateli oraz zasady organizacji w³adz pañstwowych, a
tak¿e zagadnienia zwi¹zane z obron¹ ca³oœci terytorium
Rzeczypospolitej.  

Konstytucja 3 maja mia³a byæ odpowiedzi¹ na pogarszaj¹c¹ siê sytuacjê
wewnêtrzn¹ i miêdzynarodow¹ Rzeczypospolitej Obojga Narodów. 

W 1788 roku Król Stanis³aw August Poniatowski zwo³a³
skonfederowany sejm (Sejm Czteroletni - 6 X 1788 - 29 V 1792 r.).
Wspó³dzia³a³ w tym czasie z potê¿nym tzw. stronnictwem patriotycznym,
przedstawicielami którego byli: Hugo Ko³³¹taj, Ignacy i Stanis³aw
Potoccy, Kazimierz Czartoryski i Stanis³aw Ma³achowski.  Grupa ta, z
inspiracji króla oraz w myœl jego koncepcji, opracowa³a projekt nowej
Konstytucji ustrojowej.  Podjêcie uchwa³y nast¹pi³o 3 maja 1791 r.
Ustawa przesz³a 354 g³osami, przeciwników by³o kilkunastu.  Na rzecz
Konstytucji przysiêgê z³o¿y³o równie¿ wojsko.

Konstytucja znios³a prawa kardynalne (wzmacniaj¹c w³adzê
pañstwow¹, a ograniczaj¹c magnateriê), do których nale¿a³y: wolna elekcja (od tej pory tron mia³ byæ
dziedziczny - po Stanis³awie Auguœcie Poniatowskim, dziedzicznym królem Polski mia³ zostaæ elektor saski
Fryderyk August, wnuk Augusta III), liberum veto, prawo wypowiadania pos³uszeñstwa królowi, monopol
w³asnoœci ziemi.  Ponadto: zwiêkszono liczbê wojska do 100 tys.; podniesiono opodatkowanie dóbr
szlacheckich do 10% dochodów, a duchownych do 20%.  Przyznano mieszczanom miast królewskich
wolnoœci osobiste, takie jak prawo neminem captivabimus (zakaz aresztowania bez nakazu s¹dowego) i
prawo sprawowania urzêdów zastrze¿onych dot¹d dla szlachty. Mieszczanie otrzymali te¿ prawo nobilitacji
za zas³ugi do stanu szlacheckiego.  Przepisy te mog³y zostaæ rozci¹gniête na mieszczan z miast prywatnych.
G³ównym organem w³adzy ustawodawczej mia³ byæ sejm decyduj¹cy wiêkszoœci¹ g³osów; w³adza
wykonawcza - w rêkach Stra¿y Praw (król, prymas i piêciu ministrów); powo³ano Wielkie Komisje:
Wojska, Skarbu, Policji, Edukacji Narodowej; zachowuj¹c federacyjny (polsko-litewski) charakter pañstwa,
zniesiono dualizm urzêdów, skarbu i wojska; lud rolniczy przyjêto pod opiekê prawa i rz¹du krajowego.

Podpisanie Konstytucji nast¹pi³o póŸnym popo³udniem 3 maja 1791 roku w Sali Senatorskiej
warszawskiego Zamku Królewskiego.  O historycznym wydarzeniu wiedzia³ tylko kr¹g zaanga¿owanych
zwolenników reform i zdeklarowani wrogowie nowego porz¹dku.  Posiedzenie sejmu zarz¹dzono w czasie,
gdy wiêkszoœæ pos³ów opozycyjnych przebywa³a na feriach œwi¹tecznych, na ulice Warszawy
wyprowadzono wojsko, zaœ w sali posiedzeñ ka¿dy z opozycjonistów posiada³ uzbrojonego cz³owieka.
Ubezpieczeniem sali kierowa³ ksi¹¿ê Józef Poniatowski.  Po kilkugodzinnej debacie udano siê na uroczyste
Te Deum do katedry œw. Jana. 

Nowa konstytucja zmieni³a ustrój Rzeczypospolitej z monarchii parlamentarnej na monarchiê
konstytucyjn¹.  Konstytucja 3 Maja utrzyma³a siê 14 miesiêcy i 3 tygodnie. Obalona zosta³a przez
konfederacjê targowick¹ i zbrojn¹ interwencjê Rosji w czasie wojny polsko-rosyjskiej w 1792 roku.

Uchwalenie Konstytucji 3 maja zosta³o uznane za œwiêto ju¿ 5 maja 1791 roku.  Po odzyskaniu
niepodleg³oœci w 1918 r., rocznica Konstytucji 3 maja zosta³a uznana za œwiêto narodowe uchwa³¹ Sejmu
Ustawodawczego z 29 kwietnia 1919 r.  Po II wojnie œwiatowej œwiêto obchodzono do 1946 r., potem
zosta³o zabronione przez w³adze komunistyczne zaprzesta³y.  Próby manifestowania by³y czêsto t³umione
przez milicjê.  Œwiêto to zosta³o oficjalne zniesione ustaw¹ z 18 stycznia 1951 r. o dniach wolnych od
pracy.

Œwiêto Narodowe Trzeciego Maja przywrócone zosta³o do kalendarza œwi¹t pañstwowych ustaw¹ z 6
kwietnia 1990 r.  Pierwsze uroczyste obchody œwiêta 3 maja w Warszawie na Placu Zamkowym w 1990 r.
W Polsce jest to dzieñ wolny od pracy.

Strona tytu³owa Konstytucji 
- wydanie z 1791 r.

Piotra Dufoura

SYN DO MATKI

Gdy ja dorosnê, matko moja droga,
Bêdziesz siê synem cieszy³a, 
Bo mi³oœæ prawdy, czeœæ i wiarê w Boga
Tyœ w serce moje wszczepi³a.

Uczyæ siê bêdê, pracowaæ szczerze,
S³u¿yæ krajowi w potrzebie,
Zdrowie i ¿ycie oddam w ofierze!...
Tegom siê uczy³ od ciebie.

Gdy ja dorosnê, o matko moja,
Praw œwiêtych bêdê ¿o³nierzem,
B³ogos³awieñstwo twe, twa promienna zbroja,
Swym mnie obroni puklerzem.

I pójdê walczyæ mieczem ognistym
Przeciw ciemnych duchom z³oœci,
Zasiewaæ bêdê w polu ojczystem
Ziarna wiary i mi³oœci.

Dojrza³ym mê¿êm choæ bêdê - kochana!
Ty mnie nazywaj dzieciêciem,
Ja - jak przed œwiêt¹ - padnê na kolana,
Têskni¹c za twoim objêciem.

G³owa przed tob¹ ma pochylona,
Jak polne pod stop¹ kwiatki,
Ty j¹ do swego przytulisz ³ona,
Bo œwiêtym jest uœcisk matki.

Agnieszka Baranowska
“Deklamator Polski”

Orêdzie prezesa Drobota - str. 1 i 3.

Komitet Organizacyjny Parady Konstytucji 3-ego Maja informuje, i¿ tegoroczna

Parada z okazji obchodów Dnia Konstytucji 3 Maja
odbêdzie siê w Chicago w sobotê, 7-go Maja 2011 roku w Grant Park

Parada rozpocznie siê o godz. 11:30
Marsza³kiem tegorocznej Parady zosta³ wybrany Ted Makarewicz

Bêdzie to ju¿ 120-ta parada polskiej Konstytucji 3-cio Majowej w Chicago ku czci i pamiêci tego
historycznego dokumentu, pierwszej demokratycznej konstytucji w Europie i drugiej na œwiecie po

konstytucji Stanów Zjednoczonych. Parada œci¹gnie do parku Grant’a t³umy widzów oraz tysi¹ce tych,
którzy bêd¹ ogl¹daæ paradê w telewizji na amerykañskich i polskich stacjach telewizyjnych. Bior¹c

udzia³ w najwiêkszej poza granicami polski paradzie mamy mo¿noœæ pokazania ¿e polskoœæ to
cz³owiek, jego ukszta³towanie, wiara, tradycja i sposób bycia. 


