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September - Life Insurance Awareness Month
The Polish Roman

Catholic Union of America is
proud to participate in the
“September - Life Insurance
Awareness Month”
sponsored by the nonprofit
LIFE Foundation. Each
September, LIFE is joined in
this educational initiative by
more than 100 of the nation’s
leading insurance companies
and industry groups.

Why does our nation
dedicate an entire month to
life insurance awareness?
FOR YOU. Yes, for you!
Because, according to the
industry research group
LIMRA, 30 percent of US
households have no life
insurance whatsoever. Today
there are 11 million fewer
American households
covered by life insurance
compared with six years ago! 

Here’s the bottom line:

A majority of families either
have no life insurance or not
enough, leaving their loved
ones one accident or terminal
illness away from a financial
catastrophe! 

Life insurance can do
some pretty amazing things
for people. It can buy loved
ones time to grieve. It can
pay off debts and loans,
providing the surviving
family members with the
chance to move on with a
clean slate. It can keep
families in their homes and
fund a child’s college
education. It can keep a
family business in the family.
It can provide a stream of
income for a family to live
on, for a period of time. 

Life insurance can do all
of these good things for your
family…there’s just one
small catch: You have to own

life insurance!
There is a growing crisis

of too many Americans not
having adequate life
insurance protection -
especially married couples
with young children.

Here are some vitally
important questions that we
all need to ask ourselves:

What would happen if
you were suddenly gone and
your family had to manage on
their own? 

If you have life insurance,
when was the last time you
did the math to make sure
that the amount of life
insurance you have will cover
your  loved ones’ immediate
needs when you’re gone? 

When was the last time
you had your life insurance
needs reviewed by an
insurance professional? 

Life insurance is

important. It’s more
important than house or car
insurance. Yet, many people
who would not even think of
going without car or house
insurance, put off insuring
their own life. 

Anyone who has
someone else who depends
upon them financially, needs
life insurance. Life insurance
is also a way for the elderly
who are not otherwise
wealthy, to leave a financial
legacy to their children and
grandchildren.

The PRCUA is currently
offering some wonderful life
insurance plans with
discounts on the premiums
which carry through for all
the years that you pay
premiums.

Take advantage of the
End-of-Summer Special and
the Family Plus Special to

reap even greater savings. 
Call you local agent, the

Home Office toll-free at 1-800-
772-8632  or our local offices:
Philadelphia Satellite Office
2636-38 E. Allegheny Avenue

Philadelphia, PA 19134
215-425-3807

Toll-Free 1-800-558-8792

Ohio Office
6966 Broadway Avenue

Cleveland, OH 44105 
216-883-3131

Toll-Free 1-800-318-8234 

This matter is so
important that PRCUA
President Joseph A. Drobot,
Jr. has issued a letter to our
PRCUA members regarding
“September - Life Insurance
Awareness Month” which is
published on page 3 of this
issue.

See Page 3See Page 3
for details onfor details on
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Knights of Columbus AcquirKnights of Columbus Acquire Thee The
Pope John Paul II Center in WPope John Paul II Center in Washington, DCashington, DC
Washington, DC - On

August 2, at their annual
convention, Carl Anderson,
Supreme Knight of the the
Knights of Columbus, the
world’s largest Catholic
men’s organization,
announced the acquisition of
the Pope John Paul II
Cultural Center in
Washington, DC. The
130,000-square-foot, 12-acre
building has been struggling
financially, and has been
open only by appointment, as
church officials tried to figure out what to do with it. Anderson said the Knights of Columbus
plan to transform the Center into a Shrine for Blessed John Paul II and a Catholic Heritage
Museum. It will have a place for pilgrims to come to attend Mass and pray. 

“This purchase is good for the church, good for the Knights of Columbus, (Cont. on pg.  4)



8 LANSING, MI - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 MEETING on Thurs., Sept. 8 at Federated
Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope Rd., Lansing, MI. Pot luck dinner at 6 pm; meeting follows at
7 pm. Contact: Tom Croff 517-627-0222

9 - 25 CHICAGO, IL - NAROD POLSKI EXHIBIT FOR 115TH ANNIVERSARY, Opening on
Friday, Sept. 9 at 7 p.m. at Polish Museum of America, 983 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL,
sponsored by the PRCUA, featuring reception, short program, entertainment, as well as rare
photos, historical exhibits and informational displays. Free.

9 BROOKPARK, OH - HENRYK SIENKIEWICZ POLISH SCHOOL Registration and first day
of class Friday, September 9, 6:30-9:00 pm at Redeemer Lutheran Church, 6151 Smith Road
Brookpark, OH. Classes are held every Friday. Learn, maintain and improve Polish language,
song, dance, history, culture. All children are welcome.

11 ARLINGTON HTS., IL - DISTRICT #7 FISHING DERBY FOR BOYS AND GIRLS 1-15 YRS.
on Sun., Sept. 11, 10 am to 2 pm at Busse Lake Fishing Wall - take Arlington Hts. Rd, go west
on Biesterfield to Bisner Rd, turn north. Prizes for the most fish caught in each age group.
Refreshments provided. Bring your pole, camera and lawn chair. Bait will be provided; some
poles available upon request. Contact: Wally Szarowicz 847-577-7274 

15 CHICAGO, IL - ILL-IND WOMEN'S DIVISION MEETING on Thurs., Sept. 15 at 10:30 am
at PRCUA Social Hall, 984 N. Milwaukee, Chicago, IL Contact: Irene Rush 630-295-5607

15 WARREN, MI – PRCUA SOC. #1593 FUNDRAISER “TEXAS HOLD’EM POKER” at the
Pampa Poker Room,  3192 Van Dyke Ave., Warren MI on Thurs., Sept, 15 to Sun., Sept. 18, 
5 pm to 2 am. Proceeds go to the Society’s Fraternal Fund. Sit ‘n’ Go's  (Min. 8 Players);
CASH GAMES: Omaha—Round by Round—Dealer Choice; LIMIT GAMES OFFERED AS WELL:
$30/$100, $50/$20, $100/$300, $1 & $2 Blinds; Black Jack, Let It Ride, Roulette.   
From 7-10 pm $1.00 for either wings/burger/nini-pizza includes fries/chips and a drink/draft
or soda. Age 18 and up welcome. Contact: Joe  248-678-2755

17 BROWNSTOWN, MI - ST. STAN #718 MIXED GOLF OUTING on Sat., Sept. 17 at 8:30
am, Sultana Par 3 Golf Course. Contact: Dan Gdowski 734-654-2734

18 WYANDOTTE, MI - SOC. #162 MEETING on Sun., Sept. 18 at 1 pm. at PRCU #162
Hall, 1430 Oak Street, Wyandotte, MI. Dues: L. Alexander, 1059 Molno, Wyandotte, MI 48192

20 JOHNSTOWN, PA - ST. CASIMIR'S SOC. #531 MEETING on Tues., Sept. 20 at 7:30
pm, 306 Power St. Send premiums to: L. McClain, 306 Power St., Johnstown, PA 15906

21 CHICAGO, IL SOC. #475 MEETING on Wed., Sept. 21 at 7:30 pm at PRCUA Social
Hall, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL Contact: B. Jura 773-685-3134

27 WARREN, MI - POPE JOHN PAUL II SOC. #1593 MEETING on Tues., Sept. 27 at 7 pm,
St. Anne's H.S., 36000 Mound Rd., Warren, MI. Contact: B. Adamkiewicz 586-573-7510

30 LANSING, MI - PULASKI DAYS SPONSORED BY WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 MEETING
on Fri., Sept 30th & Sat Oct. 1st from Noon - 11 pm. Live music from 7 - 11 pm each night.
We'll offer golabki, kapusta, pierogi & kielbasa for lunch or dinner. Please join us at
Federated Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope Rd., Lansing, MI.Contact: Tom Croff 517-627-0222

8 HICKORY HILLS, IL - SOUTHWEST CENTER OF POLISH DANCING FALL DINNER
DANCE, Sat., Oct. 8 at Camelot Banquets, 8624 West 95th St., Hickory Hills, IL; 6:30 entry,
7:30 Dinner; $40 per adult/$20 children to 12; Cash Bar; Boogie Band. Contact: 773-972-0012

13 LANSING, MI - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 MEETING on Thurs., Oct. 13 at Federated
Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope Rd., Lansing, MI. Pot luck dinner at 6 pm; meeting follows at
7 pm. Contact: Tom Croff 517-627-0222

Calendar  oof  
PRCUA EEvents
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SEPTEMBER

16 WYANDOTTE, MI - SOC. #162 MEETING on Sun.,
Oct. 16 at 1 pm. at PRCU #162 Hall, 1430 Oak Street,
Wyandotte, MI. Dues: L. Alexander, 1059 Molno, Wyandotte,
MI 48192

16 TOLEDO, OH - PRCUA ANNUAL MEMORIAL MASS
FOR DECEASED MEMBERS/FRIENDS at PRCUA Misiuda Hall,
5255 N. Detroit, Toledo, OH at 10:30 a.m. celebrated by Fr.
Paul Kwiatkowski.  Mass followed by a catered breakfast.
Contact: Joan Sylak 419-729-2126

16 TOLEDO, OH - SOC. #1584, #1633, #1617 & #719
MEETING on Sun., Oct. 16 at 1 pm, Misiuda Hall, 5255 N.
Detroit, Toledo, OH. Contact: Joan Sylak at 419-729-2126

18 JOHNSTOWN, PA - ST. CASIMIR'S SOC. #531
MEETING on Tues., Oct. 18 at 7:30 pm, 306 Power St. Send
premiums to: L. McClain, 306 Power St., Johnstown, PA
15906

25 WARREN, MI - POPE JOHN PAUL II SOC. #1593
MEETING on Tues., Oct. 25 at 7 pm, St. Anne's H.S., 36000
Mound Rd., Warren, MI. Contact: Bernice Adamkiewicz 
586-573-7510

OCTOBER

PRCUA offers low-interest
Educational LoansEducational Loans
to PRCUA members who are
college and graduate students.
For more information go to:

www.prcua.org/benefits/educationalloan.htm

Fishing Derby
Boys & Girls
Ages 1 to 15 

Sun., Sept. 11,
(See details to left.)

PRCUA Soc. #1593
Texas Hold’Em Poker

Sept. 15-18
Warren, MI

(See details to left.)

St. Joseph’s Annual Polish Festival
Central Falls, RI - Sept. 9-11

All are welcome at St. Joseph’s Annual Polish-American
Festival, September 9-11 at 391 High Street, Central Falls, RI.
The festival will take place 6:00 p.m.-midnight Friday with
music by Stop Band, 6:00 p.m.-midnight Saturday (Allegro
Band from Connecticut) and 12:00-6:00 p.m. Sunday (Dennis
Polisky and Maestro’s Men Band from Connecticut). 

This popular three-day event offers delicious Polish and
American food, music/dancing, entertainment for children and
teens, a beer corner and games of chance.  Free admission and
plentiful parking.
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PRCUA End of Summer Special

T Current Member/ Family of Current Member 

Name of current member ________________________________________________

Relationship ___________________________________________________________

T New Member 

Prospect Name: _______________________________________________________

Street: _______________________________________________________________ 

City/State: ________________________________    Zip: _____________________

E-mail: ________________________________ Phone: (_____) ________________

Gender: T Male; T Female  Date of Birth (M/D/Y): _______________________

Has the prospect used any form of tobacco in the last 12 months? T Yes; T No

(Optional) Amount of Insurance: _______________________________________ 

Plan of Insurance: ____________________________________________________

Mail to:    Polish Roman Catholic Union of America
Membership Department (Summer Special)
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, IL 60642-4101

If this is a referral, you may be eligible to receive a FREE $35.00 gas card.
(See page 4.) Contact information of person making the referral:

Name ________________________________________________________________

Street _________________________________________________________________

City/State ____________________________________ Zip _____________________

END OF SUMMER SPECIAL 
Have you been thinking about purchasing Life Insurance? Well, NOW is the

best time to do it. 
With the End of Summer Special, all new members will receive a 10%

discount on permanent whole life insurance (other than Single Premium Whole
Life) and current PRCUA members and their family are entitled to an annual 15%
discount on permanent whole life insurance (other than Single Premium Whole
Life).  A minimum amount of $5,000 of Life Insurance must be purchased.

All life insurance applications for the PRCUA End of Summer Life
Insurance Promotion must be postmarked by September 30, 2011.

QQUALIFUALIFICAICATTIONS FOR THE FIONS FOR THE FAMILAMILY PLUSY PLUS
LIFLIFE INSE INSURAURANCE SPECIAL NCE SPECIAL LOWEREDLOWERED
TTO MAKO MAKE PREMIUME PREMIUMS AS AFFORDFFORDAABLBLE!E!

The PRCUA is offering a 20% discount through the month of September for
the Family Plus Life Insurance Special. Any two family-related individuals, who
are medically qualified, will be considered as a family. At least one individual
must be an adult (age 16 or older). The amount of whole life insurance necessary
to qualify for this plan is $10,000 and the amount for any other member of this
plan is also $10,000 in whole life insurance. 

During September, we are allowing you to select these minimum amounts in
order to provide you with the opportunity to better protect your loved ones
during these difficult economic times.

Don't let this great opportunity to insure yourself and your loved ones pass!

Please call your local PRCUA Sales Agent or the PRCUA Membership
Department  or a PRCUA office listed on page 1 with any questions or to apply!
PRCUA Home Office toll-free: 1-800-772-8632 or via e-mail: sales@prcua.org

GET A 20% DISCOUNT!
*Although Family Plus Life Insurance Special allows for an annual 10% discount, the

maximum annual discount using both PRCUA promotions is 20%.

Letter ffrom tthe NNational PPresident...
Dear Members and Friends,

September is the month where we say good-bye to
summer, those lazy, hazy days of leisure,
vacations and fun. September is also a time to
acknowledge that the present year is passing by
quickly and the fact that some plans we made at
the beginning of the year are still unfinished. This
month is also the beginning of another school year,
with dances, and parties and football games. It hails
a parade of nature's colors, the turning of leaves, and
anticipating Halloween, Thanksgiving and, above all
else, Christmas.  It is a time to look back on summer and prepare for winter.
It is also a time to review our obligations and responsibilities to our families
and loved ones. Above all, it is a recognition that we are all a year older.

I think that is why September is “National Life Insurance Awareness
Month.” Your Polish Roman Catholic Union of America is well aware of its
responsibilities to you, our members, to provide for you life insurance and
annuity programs that can help you plan and attain financial security for
you and your loved ones.

Our organization's obligation of providing services to our members goes
back to its original foundation when Polish immigrants of the late 19th
century came to America seeking a better life for their families, better
educational opportunities, financial security and political freedom.

It was also at that time that the PRCUA helped to establish and support
Polish parishes, schools, hospitals, orphanages; founded fraternal societies
that preserved our Polish culture and language; and provided financial
safety and security through our life insurance programs that started in 1886.

Now, 138 years after our fraternal’s origin, we are still upholding those
same ideals established by our founding members. We continue to maintain
and support our dancers, our linguists, our athletes. We continue to support
Polish churches, and schools and seminaries and we continue to offer
financial insurance products that are competitive with any fraternal
organization.

Please take time during this month of September to review your family’s
financial umbrella, and especially the protection that life insurance provides
for your loved ones.  Check out the various plans of insurance that your
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America offers.

In acknowledging the delicate state of our national economy, through the
month of September, the PRCUA is offering several discounted insurance
programs. Some insurance plans are offering discounted annual premiums
of up to 20%!

For example, our Family Plus Plan, during September, will discount your
annual premium up to 20% for you, your spouse and your children for the
entire life of the policy. Selecting varying whole life or limited pay life
insurance at face values that you can afford will satisfy the requirements for
this discount.

Existing PRCUA members can also qualify for a 15% annual discount on
any additional whole life or limited pay life insurance purchased during
September.

New applicants will have the opportunity to save 10% annually on any
whole life or limited pay life insurance purchased in September.

Our country is still experiencing economic uncertainties with high
unemployment and a depressed housing market, as well as our nation's
budget deficient problems. During these difficult times, we can at least
assure ourselves and our family that our financial responsibilities to our
family are well protected with life insurance from the Polish Roman
Catholic Union of America.

Won't you take time now to review your family responsibilities, review
your life insurance program and call us to help put your financial umbrella
in good working order? It will be time well spent for you and for those you
love.

Fraternally yours,
Joseph A. Drobot, Jr.
PRCUA President
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PRCUA Social News
Pol-Am Historian Celebrates 95th Birthday

The well known historian and journalist,
Edward Pinkowski, celebrated his 95th Birthday
on Friday, August 12. A widower, he lives in
the Fort Lauderdale, FL, area near his son,
Jack Pinkowski Ph.D. who teaches at Nova
Southeastern University.

Before moving to Florida, Mr.
Pinkowski was a resident of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, where he conducted research
into Polish American history and published
many articles.  He is the author of several
books on mine labor and Polish-American
history. 

His noteworthy research led to the
discovery of the house in the old city district of
Philadelphia where Thaddeus Kosciuszko lived
and had meetings with Thomas Jefferson, among
others. The house was later turned into a museum and opened in 1976 under
the administration of the National Park Service. 

Mr. Pinkowski also delved into the life of Casimir Pulaski discovering, not
only the place where the general had his quarters at Valley Forge, but also his
final resting place under a monument in Savannah, Georgia, thus discounting
the story that Pulaski was buried at sea.

His other lines of research resulted in the placement of a Commonwealth
of Pennsylvania historical marker to commemorate Polish-born frontiersman
Anthony Sadowski, many of whose descendants now use the name Sandusky,
as in the town of Sandusky and the county of Sandusky in Ohio. More
research resulted in a marker that memorializes the Lattimer Massacre, a dark
chapter in the history of Pennsylvania labor whereby a number of unarmed
Polish immigrant coal miners were gunned down by law enforcement in a
labor dispute in the town of Lattimer. 

Mr. Pinkowski, the recipient of numerous awards for his work,  continues
to work on many writing and research projects. In 2007, despite having some
difficulty walking, he traveled to Poland to attend a conference at the Pulaski
Museum in Warka and then he visited the village of Kokoszki, near Lomza,
where his father was born.

“Mr. Pinkowski is an amazing man! His mind is always going and he has
spent several decades doing extensive research into the lives of many Poles
and Polish Americans, which has resulted in a wealth of information that was
forgotten,” reported Kathryn Rosypal, a long-time fan of Pinkowski’s. “Over
the years, Mr. Pinkowski has done much to enrich the lives of others with
knowledge and information. For this, he certainly deserves our gratitude,
kudos and accolades, as well as for his perseverance and outstanding work in
bringing so many important historical facts to light,” she continued.

The PRCUA, and particularly Narod Polski editors Kathryn Rosypal and
Lidia Kowalewicz - who had the privilege of meeting with Mr. Pinkowski
several times - wish Edward Pinkowski much good health and success in his
future endeavors. “May you be blessed a hundredfold for all the good you
have done for American Polonia and Sto Lat.”

SINCERE CONDOLENCES are extended to the OZOG
FAMILY on the passing of Past PRCUA First Lady Joann Ozog’s
beloved mother, Victoria Kushel - mother-in-law of President
Emeritus Wallace M. Ozog - on August 13, 2011. Condolences can
be sent to: Mr. & Mrs. Wallace M. Ozog, 30214 Woodhouse Drive,
Warren, MI 48092. (See obituary on page 13.)

GET WELL WISHES are being sent to Irene
Delonka, who is home recouping from knee replacement surgery.
Irene is Treasurer of District #7,  Vice President of Society #475,
and wife of Past Director of District 7 Stephan Delonka.  Please
remember her and pray for her quick and complete recovery. 

GET WELL WISHES are also sent to Cecylia Roznowska,
artistic director and choreographer for Polonia Dance Ensemble,
who is recuperating after encountering medical problems on a
recent trip to the Dance Festival in Poland.
Please keep her in your prayers. 

STO LAT, STO LAT... Happy 75th Birthday greetings
are extended to the eternally youthful looking Past PRCUA
First Lady Loretta Dykla - wife of President Emeritus
Edward G. Dykla - who will reach that milestone on
September 16, 2011. “May you be blessed a hundredfold for
all the good you have done for others and may your enjoy a
long and healthy life.” Let’s inundate her with birthday
cards to make this a memorable year! Send to: Mrs. Loretta
Dykla, PRCUA, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL
404432-4101 and we will give them to her!

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $
Dear Members,

Refer your family and
friends to join the Polish

Roman Catholic Union of
America and take advantage of the PRCUA

End of Summer Life Insurance Special! 
For each new member that you refer for the purchase of

Traditional Whole Life Insurance or 5, 10, or 20 Year Limited Pay
Life Insurance, we will send you a FREE  $35 GAS GIFT CARD! 

PRCUA Executive Officers & Board of Directors
(See coupon on page 3.)

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $

$35.00

GAS CARD

Knights of Columbus AcquirKnights of Columbus Acquire Pope Johne Pope John
Paul II Center in WPaul II Center in Washington, DCashington, DC

(Continued from page 1) good for the Pope John Paul II Cultural Foundation and
good for all those who have faithfully supported the foundation and cultural
center over the years,” said the Rev. Steven Boguslawski, the foundation’s
executive director. “The Knights of Columbus will bring a new vibrancy to the
building.”

The center, created by the Detroit Archdiocese, was hindered by a decline
in tourism after 9-11 and an out-of-the-way location. The archdiocese’s leaders
wanted to honor the late pope and spent more than $54 million on the project.

Under the terms of the deal, according to a statement on the Detroit
Archdiocese’s website, the Knights of Columbus will pay the cultural
foundation $22.7 million for the property, with $20 million going to the Detroit
Archdiocese and $2.7 million to Catholic University, which has a secured
interest in the land. 

Archbishop Allen Vigneron of Detroit said that although the sale price falls
far short of the $54 million in loans that the Detroit Archdiocese spent on the
project, “the sale will enable us to recoup some of what we invested and would
end the archdiocesan outlays averaging $65,000 per month to maintain the
buildings and grounds. The $20 million in cash that we will receive will help
stabilize archdiocesan finances.”

This deal ends the Detroit Archdiocese’s 18-month search for a buyer for
this property.  The Foundation will continue. It maintains ownership of the
papal artifacts and memorabilia in the Center. Church leaders applauded the
Knights of Columbus’ decision to give the Cultural Center a new direction and
maintain its connection to Blessed Pope John Paul II.

PRCUA “October - Polish AmericanPRCUA “October - Polish American
Heritage Month” Coloring ContestHeritage Month” Coloring Contest

The Fraternal Department of the PRCUA is sponsoring its
Annual Coloring Contest for members in celebration of 
“October - Polish American Heritage Month.” To receive 
your coloring entry page, download it from the website: 
www.prcua.org and click on “News and Events” or call the 
Fraternal Dept. toll-free at 1-800-772-8632. Deadline is 
October 31. Prizes will be awarded for four age groups, from 
ages 3 yrs. to 18 yrs.



Over A Million PolesOver A Million Poles
Have Left PolandHave Left Poland

Summer is about over. Vacations are a pleasant
memory of the past. Students have returned to school and
football games abound on all levels.

Summer was the time too that out nation witnessed the
disagreement between political parties concerning our
national debt and we witnessed a lot of disagreement
between politicians on how to address this problem
without reducing a worldwide credit rating for our
beloved country.

The European Union’s policy of travel throughout the
continent has also affected the individual choice of citizens
of the EU nations, who can now choose their place of
residence and employment. Since Poland joined the EU,
over a million Poles have left Poland. Many have settled in
the United Kingdom or Ireland. This is one of the biggest emigration flows in
Poland's postwar history, and Poland has become one of the largest exporters of
labor within the enlarged EU. In addition to a decreasing birth rate, migration
accounted for a significant reduction in Poland's population over the past decade. 

It wasn’t very long ago that people from Poland almost unanimously selected
our beloved USA as their “land of opportunity of bread and honey”. From 2000 to
2009, only 119,271 Poles have applied for permanent residence status in the USA.
Things are changing. They’re changing awfully fast. We all are witnessing these
changes and we are a part of them.

American Polonia is changing. Our Catholic Church has undergone drastic
changes. In the last quarter century, we have witnessed the closing of our
beautiful, cathedral-like churches and parishes, where the faithful have
worshiped God. People continue to leave the city for the suburbs and leave their
churches and parishes behind. It’s the elderly Polonians who are disappointed by
the merging, clustering, closing of the churches in which they worshiped and the
schools to which they sent their children.

A shortage of money and clergy are the most frequently mentioned causes for
this crisis. There just aren’t enough priests to go around manning the rectories
and churches and not enough faithful to support the material needs of these
magnificent, beautiful, cathedral-like churches.

Church Law (Canon Law) is explicit about the steps that are to be followed.
Recourse to the Vatican prolongs the process when parishioners decide they will
pursue this recourse available to them. The bishops are well-versed in these
processes and follow them quite meticulously, resulting in the Vatican affirming
the decision of the bishop.

The remedy is by far one that takes decades and more to effect.
When I was in my final years of theological preparation for ordination to the

Priesthood, at St. John’s Seminary in Plymouth, Michigan, every single room was
occupied by a seminarian - 216 of us. Opened in 1949, the seminary did not
survive to celebrate its golden jubilee.

SS. Cyril and Methodius Seminary in Orchard Lake, MI exists because
seminarians from Poland, inspired by the Holy Spirit, come to it as missionaries,
thanks to the continuing substantial number of seminarians in Poland. Bishop
Abramowicz Seminary in Chicago, IL also benefits by seminarians from Poland
studying for the Priesthood at the Archdiocesan Seminary in Mundelein, IL.

The number of Polish parishes in America has dwindled substantially.
Without financial support from parishioners (especially those now living in the
suburbs) their days are numbered. The priest ministering in these small parishes
will move on to larger parishes where their services are necessary to alleviate the
over-worked pastor. It is a dire situation.

Your prayers, your support: moral, financial, fraternal - are a must for their
survival. And don’t forget the seminaries who are preparing future generations of
Alter Christi! We don’t want millions leaving our Churches.
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Dearly DDeparted PPRCUA
Brothers   
and SSisters

MEMBER SOC. STATE
BANIECKI, BONNIE 2248 OH
BARANIEWICZ, FRANCES 2001 PA
BARTAS, EDMOND 527 MD
BATKIEWICZ, JEROME 1486 IL
BILLINGS, FRANCES 1268 NH
BOCHENEK, VALERIE 1543 IL
BORIS, MARY 2003 PA
BRISKEY, ADELINE 412 IL
BUCK, STEPHANIE 278 IL
BUSHKO, MARY 317 IL
CHECK, MARY 2053 PA
CZECHOWICZ, TEKLA 868 NY
DONNE, MARY 1486 IL
GARCZEWSKI, ROSE 2002 PA
GOLLA, MICHAEL 2303 WI
HISS, PETER 300 IL
IZDEBSKI, IRENE 899 MA
JANUSKIEWICZ, JOHN 977 OH
KACZANOWSKI, LEONARD 308 IL
KANTOR, EDWARD 602 NE
KOGUT, CASIMIR 849 IL
KOPKO, MARY 589 PA
KUBIK, WILLIAM 718 MI
KUCZYNSKI, ELIZABETH 463 CT

KULIG, LADISLAVA 1580 IL
LATAWIEC, JOSEPHINE 1451 OH
LOJEWSKA, BERNICE 1556 PA
LONCZAK, REGINA 633 CT
MARCYN, CHESTER 988 IL
MARX, LOTTIE 179 IL
MROZ, CHESTER 2308 WI
PANEK, THADDEUS 1415 IL
PAWLOSKI, STEVE 2100 OH
PECA, EDWARD 308 IL
QUIGLEY, LAWRENCE 916 NY
RASMUS, ALICE 23 MI
RUTKOWSKI, RAYMOND 850 IN
SCHALLACK, ELIZABETH 283 WI
SERAFIN, GILBERT 290 IL
SZEWCZYK, JOSEPH 237 PA
SZYMANSKI, LORETTA     719 - 1617 OH
WALEGA, ANGELINE 593 IL
WENDER, MARY ANN 1493 MI
WEST, BERNADINE 1457 IL
WILKOSZ, ANNE 951 NY
WOJCIK, EDMUND 179 IL
WROBEL, JOAN 308 IL
ZALUCKI, EDWARD 242 NY

MMaayy tthheeyy rreesstt iinn eetteerrnnaall ppeeaaccee..

     Higher PPerspectives     

By Monsignor 
Stanley E. Milewski,

National Vice Chaplain,
PRCUA

Donation for SS Cyril & Methodius Seminary, Orchard Lake, MI
Please send your donation for SS Cyril & Methodius Seminarians to PRCUA.   

Your generosity will help Polish seminarians prepare for service as priests in the 
USA. Donors names will be listed in Narod Polski, unless indicated otherwise.

Name ___________________________________________________________________
Street ___________________________________________________________________
City/St/Zip _______________________________________________________________
Amount: $___________________________ T Do not publicize my name.
Please make check payable to: SS. Cyril & Methodius Seminary
Send to: PRCUA, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642-4104 Attn: Seminary 

Air-Crash Report Triggers Military Shake-Up
By Robert Strybel, Our Warsaw Correspondent

Warsaw - The Smolensk disaster of April, 2010 continues to generate
controversy. It is also present in the parliamentary election campaign set for October
9th. The crash in Smolensk, Russia, killed the president of Poland, his wife and 94
others, including many members of the country's political and military elite. 

The investigation carried out by Russian aviation officials resulted in a report
issued in Moscow in 2011which sought to whitewash the Russians from any
responsibility for the tragedy. That was apparent immediately after the crash, when
Moscow's first reaction was to claim that the Soviet-designed Tupolev jetliner had
been recently overhauled and was in A-1 shape. Russian investigators placed all the
blame for the disaster on the Polish pilots and their superiors, suggesting that
President Kaczynski and Air Force Commander Gen. Andrzej Blasik had pressured
the pilots into attempting to land in thick fog. 

The recently released Polish report on the Smolensk disaster  by Interior
Minister Jerzy Miller, who headed the Polish investigation, showed that the
Smolensk airport was a decommissioned Russian military airfield in sad technical
shape with many runway lights burned out. Russians should not have allowed a
top-level foreign delegation to even land there. In addition, Smolensk air-traffic
control had issued incorrect weather information and landing instructions. The
Russian report claimed the Polish pilots wanted to land at all costs, but a blackbox
deciphered by Polish investigators registered the voice of the pilot trying to ascend
after coming in for a landing and not being able to see the ground through heavy
fog, with his copilot confirming that decision. The equipment  failed to respond.

A swift reaction by Prime Minister Donald Tusk followed the release of the
Miller Report. It showed that, aside from Russian negligence, it was the Polish pilots'
inadequate training, lack of experience and inability to deal with emergencies that
contributed to the disaster. Tusk accepted the resignation of his defense minister,
fired more than a dozen top military officials and disbanded the Air Force Unit in
charge of flying Polish VIPs. 

As a result, a survey released soon thereafter showed that support for Tusk'
Civic Platform (Platforma Obywatelska = PO) party had increased 3.7%. That was
good news for Tusk who hopes his party will be the first to win re-election since
Poland regained its independence in 1989. But the report also showed that Tusk
wanted to avoid confrontation with the Russians at all costs and accused him of
failing to "defend the good image of Poland, its armed forces and the honor of Polish
soldiers." "It is Prime Minister Tusk who should resign," said Jaroslaw Kaczynski. 

The Smolensk disaster, which has polarized Polish public onion more than any
other event since Poland shed the communist yoke, appears likely to resurface time
and again during the campaign. Although the possibility of his party’s victory seems
highly unlikely at present, President Kaczynski’s twin brother has vowed to
"uncover the full truth about Smolensk" when and if he eventually gets into power. 
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INVITATION
ALL PRCUA MEMBERS AND

FRIENDS ARE INVITED TO ATTEND

THE OPENING OF AN

EXHIBIT CELEBRATING

THE 115TH ANNIVERSARY

OF

Naród PolskiNaród Polski
OPENING

Friday, September 9, 7:00 p.m.

Polish Museum of America
984 N. Milwaukee Avenue

Chicago, IL 60642

Includes: Rare Photo Display, Historical Memorabilia,

Short Program, Entertainment and Reception

Sponsored by
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

PLEASE JOIN US!

COLD CUCUMBER SOUP - Peel 2 cucumbers, cut in half
lengthwise, then slice thin into bowl. Add 1 bunch green
onions chopped, 2 coarsely grated brined dill pickles (see
below) and 1 c. of the pickle brine plus 2 -3 T. finely chopped
fresh dill. Drench with 6 - 8 c. cold buttermilk. Mix well, salt &
pepper to taste and add 1 t. sugar. Refrigerate until well
chilled. Serve cold over sliced hard-cooked eggs. 
CHILLED LITHUANIAN BORSCHT - Proceed as in above
recipe, but use only 1 cucumber, add 1 bunch coarsely grated
radishes and 1 small can sliced beets including the juice.
FRUIT SOUP - Start with 3 c. of any of the following fruit or
combination thereof: small strawberries; blueberries; sour
cherries (pitted); peeled and sliced apples or pears; or halved,
pitted plums. Place fruit in pot, add 5 -6 c. water, bring to boil,
reduce heat and simmer 8 - 10 min. until fruit is fully cooked.
Dissolve 1 - 2 T. cornstarch in 1/2 c. water and stir into hot
soup. Sweeten to taste with sugar and simmer 2 -3 min. Serve
over cooked egg noodles. A dollop of sour cream (or low-fat
yogurt) may be added to each bowl. This soup may be served
hot, warm, at room temperature or chilled.
CREAMY CUCUMBER SALAD - Peel 2 -3 cucumbers, slice
thin into salad bowl, sprinkle with salt, pepper, juice of 1/2
lemon and 1 t. sugar. Lace with 1/2 to 3/4 c. fork-blended sour
cream (or plain low-fat yogurt) and garnish with fresh
chopped dill if desired. Optional: add several thinly sliced
green onions and/or radishes.
LETTUCE POLONAISE - Remove core from 2 heads Boston
lettuce, wash in cold water, drain well, and break up into salad
bowl. Sprinkle with salt & prepare, juice of 1/2 lemon and
(optional) 1 level t. sugar. Toss gently. Fork-blend 1/2 - 3/4 c.
sour cream (or plain low-fat yogurt) and pour over lettuce.
Optional: salad may be topped with sliced hard-cooked eggs
and/or sliced radishes and garnished with chopped chives.
POLISH TOMATO SALAD- Wash 4 lg tomatoes and slice.
Arrange on platter, season with salt, pepper, a little lemon
juice and sugar, and top with some chopped green onions.
Optional: Dress with a little fork-blended sour cream or plain
low-fat yogurt and garnish with chopped dill or chives.  
ROAST SPRING CHICKEN POLONAISE - Wash, pat dry
and rub a whole broiler-fryer inside and out with salt &
pepper; set aside. Break up several slices stale bread into bowl
and drench with milk to cover. When bread is soggy, run it
through meat-grinder with 2 -3 chicken livers and 1/4 lb
ground raw turkey or chicken meat. To mixture add 1 - 2 egg
yolks , 1 grated onion, 3 T. chopped dill, 1 t. chopped parsley,
a dash or 2 of nutmeg, salt & pepper to taste. Mix well. Gently
fold in 2 stiffly beaten egg whites. Work in a little milk if the
stuffing is on the stiff side — it should be soft and moist. Fill
chicken cavity 3/4 full with mixture and sew up or skewer.
Place chicken on rack in roasting pan, brush with oil and pop
into pre-heated 450° oven uncovered for 15 min. Reduce heat
to 350°, add 1 c. water to pan; bake 45 min., basting frequently.
BRINED POLISH DILL PICKLES - Soak 4 lbs 3 to 4 inch
pickling cucumbers in cold water several hrs., then allow to
drip dry. While they soak, bring 2 qts. water and 4 T. kosher
pickling salt to boil; set aside. At bottom of large earthenware
crock or glass jar, place 2 -3 stalks of pickling dill (or just the
seed clusters), 2 slices of horseradish root, half a horseradish
leaf, 1 grape leaf or 3 - 4 cherry-tree leaves and 3 - 6 buds
garlic. Stand cucumbers upright in several layers in crock or
jar and pour the luke-warm brine over them to cover. Place
inverted plate on cucumbers and weight it down with a jar full
or water to keep them submerged. Leave at room temp. but
out of direct sunlight. Ready to eat in 7 - 10 days. Some people
like the crunchy undercured variety after only 4-5 days. 

News Bytes from Poland
by Robert Strybel, Our Warsaw Correspondent

THE 10 COMMANDMENTS SHOULD BE POLAND'S
MORAL FOUNDATION, believe 53% of Poles, and 57% feel that
people  have a right to the public presence of the cross, a recent
survey showed. The poll was carried out on the 20th anniversary of
Pope John Paul II's first pilgrimage to post-communist Poland, whose
theme was the Decalogue. All 85% of Poles believe "life should
always be protected from conception to natural death regardless of
circumstances."

THE TREASURES OF POLAND'S GOLDEN AGE are on
exhibit in Madrid this September as part of a cultural promotion
connected with Poland's six-month EU presidency. The "crown
jewel" of the 200 works of art on display is Leonardo da Vinci's
painting "Lady with an Ermine". Poland’s President Bronislaw
Komorowski and First Lady Anna Komorowski joined Spain's King
Juan Carlos and Queen Sophia at the ceremony inaugurating the
exhibit of Polish objets d'art from the 14th to the late 18th century.

POLAND, FRANCE AND GERMANY HAVE JOINED
FORCES to form a 1,700-strong joint combat group. It will be
deployed in crisis zones as part of the EU's rapid-reaction force
starting in 2013. Poland will command the group, provide core
combat troops and a mechanized battalion; Germany will supply
logistical support; and France - medical support. The countries are
members of a three-nation cooperative alliance known as the Weimar
Triangle and had been discussing the joint combat force since 2006.

POLAND'S POPULATION is shrinking, data recently released
by the Central Statistical Bureau (GUS) has shown. At present the
country's population stands at 36.8 million compared to 38.2 million
in 2004 when Poland joined the European Union, and over a million
Poles left for jobs in the British Isles and elsewhere. Quite a few have
lived abroad for five years and it is uncertain whether they plan to
return. A low birth rate incapable of offsetting the mortality rate has
compounded the problem. 

POLISH ARCHEOLOGISTS  are at work in what is known as
Deadman's Field (Trupie Pole) near the village of Ostrówki in today's
Ukraine, where the remains of up to 1,000 Poles murdered by
Ukrainian nationalists in 1943 are believed to be buried. They were
among an estimated 60,000 Poles brutally murdered at Hitler's
instigation by Ukrainian terrorists in a genocidal rampage meant to
exterminate the Polish element. The location of the burial state was
first announced in July by Poland's Council for the Protection of
Combat and Martyrdom Memorials. 
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On Saturday, July 16th, Society #1031 hosted the 59th
Annual PRCUA Golf Tournament at Briar Leaf Golf Course in
La Porte, Indiana.  The weekend began Friday night with a
hospitality room at the hotel. PRCUA members were treated to
food and drinks, as well as chances to win a decorative
butterfly, Miller Lite chair and 2 Calloway golf clubs. 

Folks who were not at the hospitality room, were
hopefully at the Club enjoying sausage sandwiches and live
entertainment, along with our friendly atmosphere. 

Saturday began at the Club with our Society offering free
hot dogs and brats, along with chips, to golfers before heading
out to the course. At the course, everyone was given a gift bag
with a towel, golf ball, golf tag, and our Society Cookbook. 

During the golfing, it was hot! Thanks to all of our
wonderful donations, we were able to keep everyone hydrated
by providing them with bottles of ice cold water all day long.
100 golfers tackled dry conditions but overall, everyone
played well. 

On Saturday night, a wonderful Mass was celebrated at
the hotel. Very special thanks go to Father Ian Williams and to
Arlene Phillips for planning this event. The awards ceremony
was held at the host hotel, The Best Western and Conference
Center in La Porte. Everyone was treated to some free water
and soda, a wonderful assortment of finger foods, and every
golfer selected a prize for participating in our event. 

Music was provided by
Soundsations and they
entertained everyone for the
rest of the night. Res. V.P.
Anna Sokolowski and
chairpersons, Rick and Lori
Lambert, presented the special
golf prizes and announced the
winners of each flight.
Winners will receive a golf
pullover at a later date. 

Then the volunteers of the
La Porte Society were
recognized and passed off the
traveling golf banner to Society #718 from Detroit, MI, who
will host next year's tourney. On Sunday, golfers were treated
to breakfast before traveling home. Special thanks go to Club
President Don Sawyer, Sr. and his committee for putting
together the delicious buffet breakfast. 

Thanks go to all our sponsors who donated items for the
tourney and everyone who helped at the Club, hotel, and golf
course. Special thanks go to Jay Williams and Briar Leaf staff
for making the weekend a success. I would also like to thank
PRCUA President Joe Drobot for taking the time to talk with
us. It really meant a lot. Thanks go to Anna Sokolowski for all
of her help. It was greatly appreciated. 

To my volunteers, Pappy, Mammy, Jimmy Jr., Michelle,
Chili Bean, Jeff, Mikey, Don Clark, JLO, Scotty, Dee, Bobby,
Rich, Norm, Marta, Sue, Caz, Zane Bo, and all our Club
members, THANK YOU! Finally, I would like to thank my
oldest son Cory, who played this year and nearly beat me, and
my co-chair and beautiful wife, Lori. Woo-hoo, we did it!
Thanks to all who came to La Porte and helped us put on an
awesome tournament; I cannot wait to do it again. 

Sincerely submitted by Rick Lambert - Chairman

LIST OF SCORES
FOR EACH FLIGHT

A FLIGHT
CHRIS WILUSZ  85

B FLIGHT
BERNIE GAUVIN  88
REGIS SURMACZ  95
BOB BIELENDA   99
JAMES ROBACZEWSKI   114

C FLIGHT
RICK LAMBERT    98
DENNIS SOPKO   101
PATRICK KOSOWSKI  105

D FLIGHT
JEFF PINDZIA  83
DAVE KNOLL   91
ZANE WADE   97
GREG BRUMO   98
YOGI OKOROWSKI   98
BOBBY HAYES   102
MIKE SOPKO   106
KEVIN KUCIK    129

E FLIGHT
RONALD BAK   90
JERRY NASIATKA   94
STEVE RUSHER   96
DAVID SURMACZ   99
FRANK NASIATKA   105
RICHARD KACZMAREK   105
CORY LAMBERT  106
MIKE KRAJEWSKI  106
GARY EWALD   108
RAY BORKOWSKI   108
JOE PAJA   108
HARRY MUSZYWSKI   109
RON CRONE   110
DENNIS CHURCHVARA   112
JOE PAIESKI   121
ERNIE PINDZIA   124
ED KAPANOWSKI   125
YOGI TORRES   126
STEVEN CIESLICKI   138
JOHN CWIAK   142

SENIOR MEN
THOMAS SLANDZICKI    83
STEVE VARGO   94
THOMAS LUCKEN            95
MICHAEL DONER             99
RANDY LANDFAIR         101
JAMES HUFF   103
MARK SOKOLOWSKI    DNF

SUPER SENIOR MEN
FRED FORYSTEK   88
PAUL KUHAR                     89
CASIMIR WEGZYN            91
BUTCH ZYLKA                   92
ROGER KROLL                   94
LAWRENCE JABLINSKI   97
DAVID JABLINSKI             98
DENNIS KAMINSKI          99
THOMAS KONICKI         105
EUGENE JABLINSKI        110
JOE ADAMS                       131
JOE DROBOT                    DNF

MAJOR SENIOR MEN
EDMUND KOTOWSKI   96
JOHN JANIEC   96
JOHN PAWELEK   98
FRANK JONES   101

LADIES SCRATCH
LORI LAMBERT   85
MAUREEN GAUVIN   103

LADIES HANDICAP
VICKKI JEAN MIXON  104
SHELLEY MAROK   104
BETHANY KAPANOWSKI 104
KATE MANLEY   109
TERRI LADER   112
MARIAN RUSHER   126
MICKIE LAMONT   128
ELLEN BORKOWSKI   131
JANET PALMER   141
MARSHA CRONE   169

SENIOR LADIES
LORRIE PENEFF   92
SHERRY OKOROWSKI   98
PATRICIA ERNVALL   100
LAURA HUFF   104
JANICE DUDEK   106
NANCY ZYLKA   110
JUDY DONER   111
SUSIE KAZMIERCZAK   113

SUPER SENIOR LADIES
SANDRA KAMINSKI   107
BARBARA BAK   120
PATRICIA MUSZYNSKI   127
JUDY DROBOT  DNF

HOLE # 4 LONGEST DRIVE MEN 
CASS WEGZYN

HOLE #10 LONGEST DRIVE WOMEN
LORI LAMBERT

HOLE # 8 CLOSEST TO THE PIN WOMEN
LORI LAMBERT

HOLE #11 CLOSEST TO THE PIN MEN 
CHRIS WILUSZ

HOLE #18 LONGEST PUTT MEN/
WOMEN - MIKE DONER

(See photos at www.prcua.org, News & Events)

PRCUA 59th NATIONAL GOLF TOURNAMENT RESULTS

Pres. Joe Drobot, Cass Wegzyn, VP Bob Bielenda, Fred Forystek, Ron Bak

Rick & Lori Lambert, Jerry Nasiatka 

(Above) The Committee; (Below) Flight WInners



HEARTFELT CONDOLENCES - Sincere Sympathy is extended to
FRANCES STANISZEWSKI of SOCIETY 2012 on the loss of her dear husband
Edward of 60 years who passed away on August 12, 2011 in Moorestown,
New Jersey (formerly of Fishtown section of Phila., PA).  He is also survived
by his daughter and son-in-law.  Mr. Staniszewski was the owner and operator
of Star Shoe Service in Fishtown for well over 60 years.  Mass of Christian
Burial was held at St. Laurentius Church on August 18th.  May Christ console
the grieving hearts of the entire STANISZEWSKI  Family.  Although it's
difficult today to see beyond your sorrow, may looking back in memory help
comfort all of your tomorrows.                

G R A D U A T I O N
CONGRATULATIONS - SOCIETY
2022's JENICA MIKELIONIS of Mt.
Holly, New Jersey graduated from
Rancocas Valley Regional High School on
June 21, 2011.  JENICA and her senior
classmates enjoyed a great trip to Disney
World in Orlando, Florida, and a cruise
in New York Harbor was an after
graduation party celebration.  In high
school, JENICA played Volleyball for 4
years and is one of the original 4 year
girls on the team.  She also assists in
tutoring incoming students in the sport.
She is planning a future in nursing.
JENICA is the daughter of BILLY
MIKELIONIS, sister of NICOLE, aunt of little EMMA and the granddaughter
of ELAINE MIKELIONIS, all PRCUA members.  Best Wishes to JENICA for a
big and bright future filled with happy times.  

A SPORTS-SAVY MEMBER - SOCIETY 2022
is quite proud of ERIN HAMM of
Collegeville, PA who is a super sports
enthusiast.  She's a senior at Perkiomen
Valley High School in Collegeville, PA.
ERIN, a member of the East Norriton
Avalanche Fastpitch Softball Team, was
selected to play in the Adidas Futures 2011
National Tournament held in St. George,
Utah from July 20-24th.  The Adidas Futures
program mission is to bring over 750 elite
uncommitted athletes together to compete on
a stage unmatched by any other showcase.

ERIN played on team Brakettes comprised of
girls from Pennsylvania, New York and

Connecticut.  The team finished with a 6-2 record.  Prior to that, the East
Norriton Avalanche finished 5th at TCS Nationals in Myrtle Beach, South
Carolina with a 5-3-1 record.  ERIN was a 4-1-1 with 1 save.  Another plus for
ERIN is the fact that on August 3-7, ERIN was a guest pitcher for the East
Norriton Heartbreakers at the ASA A 18U Eastern Nationals in York, PA
where the team placed 1st. Her sportsmanship is enabling her to have
incredible opportunities while visiting numerous states and meeting new
people.  ERIN is the daughter of LINDA (Brian) HAMM and the sister of
RACHEL, TAYLOR and DANIELLE, all members of PRCUA.  ERIN, always
remember: To accomplish great things, one must not only act but also dream,
not only plan but also believe.  You should be very proud of yourself.  

WE ARE FAMILY - It was "Fraternalism" in action on Saturday morning,
July 16, 2011 at the

Tacony Charter
School in
P h i l a d e l p h i a
where volunteers
joined together
for yet another
P h i l a d e l p h i a
F r a t e r n a l s
Vounteer Day to
promote literacy.
Library books
were labeled,
sorted and
cataloged on the
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Jenica Mikelionis and Dad 

computer by members of Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, Russian
Brotherhood, Polish Beneficial Association and Slovak Catholic Sokol.  The
librarian was so very appreciative and elated with all the assistance she
received.  Representing PRCUA were District 3 Director, JOANNE ZAJAC
and Office Manager of PRCUA Philadelphia Satellite Office SHARON
QUINN.  

PULASKI DAY OBSERVANCES -
On Sunday, October 2nd the

Pulaski Observance Mass will be
celebrated at 9:30 AM at the Cathedral
of SS. Peter & Paul on the Parkway,
Center City in Philadelphia.  A Pulaski
Tribute Program will follow at 10:30
AM at the Kopernik Monument, Torun
Triangle Park at 18th and the Parkway.

For more information you may call
the Polish American Congress office in
Philadelphia at 215-739-3408. 

ANNUAL PULASKI PARADE -
the Pulaski Parade will begin at 12:30
PM from 20th and the Benjamin Franklin
Parkway on Sunday, October 2, 2011.  Free seating will be available at Logan
Circle in the area of television coverage.  You can view the Parade on WPVI
TV-6, ABC from 1 to 3 PM but seeing the parade in person is just so much
more exciting.  The theme of the parade is "Saluting Polish Scientists" as we
mark the 100th anniversary of Marie Sklodowska Curie receiving the Nobel
Prize in Chemistry.

Also this year will mark Polonia's 78th Anniversary of the Pulaski Day in
Philadelphia.   Would you like to join PRCUA in the line of march?  Call the
Philadelphia Office at 215-425-3807 at your earliest convenience. 

CIRCLE THE DATE ON YOUR CALENDAR - The Polish American
Cultural Center Museum Volunteers in Philadelphia, PA cordially invite
everyone to attend another Applebees Flapjack Breakfast on Saturday,
October 15, 2011 from 8:00 AM to 10:00 AM at the Applebees Neighborhood
Grill and Bar located at 2535-37 Castor Avenue in the Port Richmond section
of Philadelphia. 

Tickets are only $5.00 per person and you can enjoy a luscious breakfast of
unlimited amounts of pancakes, sausage, orange juice, coffee and tea.  This is a
great way to celebrate October as Polish American Heritage Month with
family and friends and at the same time support the Polish American Cultural
Center Museum.  Tickets are available at the Museum Gift Shop.  For more
information, kindly call 215-922-1700.

TRY TO REMEMBER THE KIND OF SEPTEMBER - So where did the
hot and humid summer go?  It's time to begin putting your summer wardrobe
on the back shelves and prepare for the fall.  While making your Autumn
preparations, we urge our members and friends to look into their files and
make sure that all family members are adequately insured.  Here's a good time
to take advantage of the "End of Summer Special" offered during the months
of August and September as well as the "Family Plus Special".  Also dear
members, here's your chance to get a free $35.00 Gas Card just for referring
new members to PRCUA.  Stop by the Philadelphia Satellite Office on
Allegheny Avenue and give us the opportunity to explain our products to
you.  You can call us on the phone as well at 215-425-3807.              

UNTIL NEXT MONTH - each year we experience the snow of winter, the
rain of summer, the glory of spring and the grace of autumn……may the
beauty of each and every season give your heart a reason to smile. 

Elaine, Philadelphia Satellite Office 

Erin Hamm

True fraternalists

BUY AMERICAN-MMADE PRODUCTS
America needs jobs, not loans! It is evident that America's national elected

leaders looked for loans to pay America's bills rather than ways to cut
expenses or keep jobs in the U.S.A. The new debt ceiling deal that was
enacted simply means that Americans are deeper in debt and national elected
officials are still not addressing the real problem America is facing. Americans
need jobs and the restoration of America's industries!

When Americans are fully employed, their income allows them to
support themselves and benefits all aspects of our economy including paying
taxes to support necessary government services. The best way get and keep
more Americans employed is by making sure everything you buy is “Made
in the USA.” - Michael Blicharz, Polish American Congress, Eastern PA Division



Rzeszow), and an American Polka.  The Echoes of Poland performed
Kujawiak, Lowicz suites, and dances from the Wroclaw region.  The
audience was enchanted by the swirling skirts, beautiful colors, lively
and intricate dance steps, with ladies flying the air and then riding on
a carousel made from the men’s arms.  The PRCUA had two great
ambassadors in Echoes of Poland and Zakopane dancers.  You could
feel and see the respect, admiration, and encouragement each offered
the other, and the crowd loved it.

The Echoes of Poland are under the direction and choreography
of Paulina Tul Ortyl, as they have been for the past 43 years. She has
been the group’s only director and choreographer.  

Zakopane is under the direction of Colleen Bonkowski and
choreographer Tom Lisiecki. Tom also dances with Zakopane and is
choreographer for Halka Dance Ensemble. Christopher Ozog, who is
a dancer with Zakopane,  is  also National Director of District 10.

The memories that PRCUA has given us, and the audience, by
promoting Polish culture and fraternalism will last a lifetime and will
be cherished more as the years roll along.  They are irreplaceable!
DZIEKUJEMY PRCUA! We love you!

Many thanks, from the PRCUA, to all who attended and
participated. Our goal was successfully achieved by increasing public
awareness in Northern Michigan about the PRCUA.

Submitted By Teresa Gibala, with additions from William P. Seranko,
Supervisor District 1 and AML Compliance Officer 

(Photos by William Seranko and Tom Kowalski)
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PRCUA at Boyne Falls Polish Festival

Invitation to Submit YOUR FInvitation to Submit YOUR FAMILAMILY’S PHOTY’S PHOTOO
for Publication in Narfor Publication in Narod Polskiod Polski

Photos of 100% PRCUA Families to be Featured Photos of 100% PRCUA Families to be Featured 
in the “October - Polish American Heritage Month” Narod Polskiin the “October - Polish American Heritage Month” Narod Polski

In celebration of “October - Polish American Heritage Month”, the PRCUA will feature a photo collage
of 100% PRCUA families in the centerfold of its  October issue. If your family is a 100% PRCUA family,
send us a photo listing the names of family members depicted in your photo, from left to right. If there
are more members of your immediate family who are PRCUA members but they are not in the photo,
list their names, too. Also list the town and state where the oldest person in the photo lives. (Example:

Anthony and Stella Figlock of Hudson, PA, their children Eleanor (Joseph) Sobol and Francis (Annette) Figlock
and their grandchildren Annette, Claire, Karyn Sobol, and John and Robert Figlock.) If additional generations (your deceased

parents or grandparents) also were members, list their names too! Send to: Narod Polski Editor, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642-4101
or email a digital photo in jpeg format to: kathryn.rosypal@prcua.org. Type OCTOBER in the subject line. Let us know if you want the photo returned.

On Behalf of the members from two PRCUA dance groups: Echoes of Poland Folk Song and Dance
Ensemble from Toledo, Ohio, and Zakopane Polish Folk Ensemble from Warren, Michigan, we would like
to thank the PRCUA - and especially William Seranko, Supervisor District 1 and AML Compliance Officer -
for inviting us to participate in the 37th Annual Boyne Falls Polish Festival on August 6th.  This festival -
which ran from August 4 -  7 - provided us with a unique and wonderful opportunity to both experience
and support our Polish culture.

We started the day by participating in the parade. We were all like little kids dressed up, waiting for
somewhere to go. Zakopane Ensemble had 16 dancers in the parade, who wore folk dress from the Krakow
region. Echoes of Poland had 23 dancers in the parade, dressed in Lublin and Goralski costumes.  We
walked the parade route handing out goodies and flyers telling folks about our show and inviting them to
stop by the PRCUA information booth for a free gift. We had a blast! 

Everyone was so nice and told us how beautiful we looked and that we made them proud to be Polish.
Zakopane Dance Ensemble even won an award for the “Best Dressed Group” in the parade. Tom Lisiecki,
National Director District 10, founder and choreographer of the Zakapone Dancers, along with School
Director Colleen Bonkowski, accepted the award. 

The temperature was in the upper 80s with high humidity.  All the dancers enjoyed a brief respite in
the air conditioned Township Hall, and beverages after the parade, which were provided by Festival
Chairman Jeremy Loper. Among the dignitaries at the Festival was Gaylord, MI Bishop Bernard A. Hebda.    

A PRCUA information booth was set up from Thursday thru Sunday evening, manned by Bill Seranko
and his wife, Lucia. Ted Klamerus and his wife, Sally, as well as Teresa Gibala and her husband, Walter,
assisted at the booth.  Bill Seranko said that “The purpose of the booth and the dance groups was to spread
the word about the PRCUA to the North Country to attract new members and agents.  PRCUA is looking to

grow in northern Michigan, where the ‘Polish Spirit’ is
alive and well. Currently, the State of Michigan has
approximately 12,000 PRCUA members heavily
concentrated in the Detroit area. Northern Michigan
has a large population of Polish people who
immigrated there in the late 1800s to work in the
logging industry and their descendants remain
there to this day, which is our potential market.”

We took time to watch ourselves on the "Big
Screen" in the PRCUA booth. We browsed through
the many pictures, books, and pamphlets that
William Seranko displayed on the tables. We looked
for familiar faces in the colorful tri-fold photo
displays put together by PRCUA Vice President
Anna Sokolowski and the Fraternal Department.
They brought smiles and such pleasant memories.  

We presented two concerts under the main
tent at the festival, with different costumes for each
performance. The Zakopane dancers performed
suites from Krakow, Lublin, Przeworsk (northeast

(L-r) Sally Klamerus, Lucia Seranko, Teresa and Walter
Gibala and Ted Klamerus at PRCUA Information Booth Echoes of Poland’s “carousel”

(Right) Zakopane Dance
Ensemble

(Left) Mr. and Mrs. Bill Seranko
with Bishop Bernard A. Hebda,
D.D., J.C.L., J.D. of the Diocese

of Gaylord, MI
(See more photos of the Festival at
www.prcua.org - News and Events)

Zakopane (left), Echoes of Poland (right), Colleen Bonkowski, Paulina Tul Ortyl  & Supervisor Bill Seranko (center)
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Dearborn Heights, MI -
The Tatry Dancers celebrated
their 40th Anniversary at
their annual recital which
took place on April 16 at
Crestwood High School in
Dearborn Heights, MI. Since
this was a special year, Tatry
Alumni were invited to join
in the recital and dance once
more with the Tatry Dancers.
Organizers were so pleased
that twenty-five Alumni
chose to return to kick up
their heels and show their
Polish Soul!

Thomas Lackey opened
the program with a warm
welcome after the American
National Anthem was
played. Tatry's Director, Rose
Ann Lackey, then introduced
the Tatry Dancers and
choreographer/teacher Karen
Lubiarz. Karen is the very
heart of Tatry. She outdid
herself once again with a
wonderful program of Polish
folk dances and fun-filled
novelty dances. This was
Karen's 22nd year with the

PRCUA Tatry Dancers Celebrating Their 40th Anniversary

Tatry Dancers. 
The recital began with

novelty dances that
showcased songs and music
about "schools." Group 4 girls
started the program off with
a song from High School
Musical, Get'cha Head In The
Game. They were followed by
Group 1 who delighted the
audience by dancing to Be
True To Your School. The girls
had pom-poms and never
missed a beat with them.
They were as cute as can be. 

Groups 4 and 5 boys did
a fine job with their dance to
School's Out. Then Group 3
hit the stage and displayed
some awesome footwork
with It's On. 

Group 2 did a wonderful
job dancing to We're All In
This Together. They were real
crowd pleasers. Lastly,
Group 5 high school girls
performed an excellent
rendition of We Go Together
from Grease. With smiles and
awesome moves, they
certainly did a great job.

Alumni: (Back, l-r) Dan Malkiewicz, Jeff Malkiewicz, Todd Lackey, Jeremy Washburn, Justin Hicks, Tim Lackey, Tom Lackey, Andy Bentley, 
Joel McDonald, Rian McDonald; (front) Tatry Choreographer Karen Lubiarz, Christina (Szelag) Walters, Lauren (Leszczynski) Pellerito,
Jessica Boroniec, Amber Hicks, Lisa (Roth) O'Neill, Shannon Blicharz, Katie Blicharz, Kaitlyn Belcher, Jacky Koslovich, Tatry Director 
Rose Ann Lackey; (not pictured) Jennifer Koslovich, Traice Rokita, Scott Dixon, Mark Dixon, Alexandra Dixon and Grant Shymanski

Traditional Polish dances,
Regional dances and
American Polkas were
highlighted in the second half
of the program, which started
with the entire Tatry Dance
School singing the Polish
National Anthem a cappella.

Alumni started off this
part of the program with an
elegant and stately Polonez.
They did a wonderful job.
Group 3 then danced a polka,
which was much enjoyed by
the audience. Group 4 and 5
performed a Lowicz Medley
together - the new regional
dance this year. The costumes
were very colorful and
looked great on the dancers. 

Group 2 danced an
energized polka that got
everyone's feet tapping. Next
the Alumni took the stage
and danced the Krakowiak.
They seemed to have a lot of
fun doing it. The Ballroom
Polka was performed by
Group 4, followed by Group
5 who danced Polisky's Polka.
The dancers enjoyed it as
much as the audience enjoyed
watching them. 

One of Tatry's favorite
dances - the Goralski - was
performed by the boys group
who did a wonderful job
showing off not only their
fancy dance steps but also
their acrobatic leaps and
athletic abilities. The girls'
footwork kept up with the
quick beat for an enjoyable
performance. 

Then came Group 1
dancing You Can Count On
Me Polka. They accomplished
so much this year! We are so
proud of them, especially the
1st-year dancers. 

With the return of so
many Alumni and the help of
Group 5, Tatry performed a
very special dance, twice,
since the stage was not large
enough to accommodate the
whole group at once. Polish
Soul is almost a "right of
passage" to the Tatry Dancers
and the audience involve-
ment makes it a real crowd
pleaser, too. 

Groups 2 and 3 followed
with the Opoczno Medley.
Group 5 then performed the
Una Paloma Polka, which is a
favorite of so many people.
Then the Tatry graduates
came on stage to dance their
Graduate Waltz. This year
Tatry had five 2011
graduates: Drew Asel, Kelsey
Blicharz, Julie Koslovich,
Chelsie Sulfaro and Teresa
Wojnarowski. They and their
escorts did a wonderful job
and looked beautiful on
stage, dancing so gracefully. 

Finally, all the Tatry
Dancers and the Alumni,
took the stage for the Finale. 

Thanks are extended to
Director Rose Ann Lackey,
whose undeniable love and
dedication to Tatry is the
glue that keeps us together;
to choreographer Karen
Lubiarz, whom we could not
do without; to all the
dancers, alumni, officers and
especially the parents and
family members, who made
many of the costumes - you
all  contributed to the success
of the 40th anniversary
recital. 

Congratulations to our
2011 graduates - we are so
proud of you and your
accomplishments! Your
perseverance throughout
many years of Polish folk
dance classes, as well as your
performances at the annual
recitals and community
functions, and participation
in  PRCUA events, is truly
appreciated. All the best to
each of you!

Submitted by Kathy Belcher,
Tatry Secretary

Graduate Teresa Wojnarowski Graduate Drew Asel Graduate Kelsey BlicharzGraduate Julie Koslovich
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Group 1: (Back, l-r) Evan Lubiarz, Samantha Kosowski, Kiera Skurnit, Sarah Lacket, 
Alexandra Schade, Lauren Romano, Brenden Walters; (front) Rebecca Dziewit, 

Isabella Machowicz, Katlyn Helwig, Grace Lackey, Philomena Michalik 

Group 3: (Back, l-r) Grace O'Neill, Summer Perault, Sara Gazdecki, 
Grace Bertucci, Brendan Lubiarz; (middle) Sarah Grawburg,
Amanda Johnson, Emma Del Cotto; (front) Elizabeth Orozco, 

Isabel Pierzynowski; (not pictured) Elizabeth Machowicz

Congratulations Tatry Dancers

Group 5: (Back, l-r) Jessica Shymanski, Sarah Wojnarowski, Camille Robita, Drew Asel,
Chelsie Sulfaro, Laura Shymanski, Stacey Malinowski; (middle) Jessica Nartnicki, Ann

Shymanski, Teresa Wojnarowski, Kelsey Blicharz, Emily Wolffe, Emily Grawburg; (front)
Kaitlin Boroniec, Julie Koslovich, Caitlin Byars; (not pictured) Jaclyn Bedford

Group 2: (Back)  Daniel Szafranski; (middle) Nathan Pellerito, Mikayla
Robinson, , Brooke Kosowski, Joey O'Neill; (front) Erin Del Cotto, 
Marissa Romano, Romona Rodriguez, Leah Esker, Elise Lubiarz

Group 4: (Back, l-r) Emily Gaynor, Max Rokita, Jaclyn
Mullen, Rebecca Vincent; (front) Allie Szarniecki, Sarah

Grawburg, Brad Bartnicki; (not pictured) Kaylen Bedford

Boys Group: (Back, l-r) Brad Bartnicki, Max Rokita, Drew Asel, Daniel
Szafranski; (front) Joey O'Neill, Brendan Lubiarz, Nathan Pellerito

Graduate Chelsie Sulfaro

Tatry
Dancers

of
Dearborn
Heights,
Michigan

1971-2011
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2011 PRCUA EDUCATIONAL FUND
SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS

First Name Last Name Status School Society
Karolina Baran soph. Oakton Community College 1626
Kaitlyn Belcher senior Madonna Univ. 1413
Annette Bellar senior Univ. of Toledo 2100
John Bieda soph. Univ. of Michigan-Ann Arbor 1618
Shannon Ciuk junior MA College of Liberal Arts 359
Meghan Clark soph. Wheaton College 317
Steven Crissey junior Univ of Illinois at Chicago 849
Sebastian Cyran senior DePaul Univ. 1626
Katherine Dziuba junior Eastern Michigan Univ. 162
Brian Fairbrother senior Oakland University 1618
Mark Fairbrother soph. Central Michigan Univ. 1618
Alicia Flynn senior Saginaw Valley State Univ. 261
Brian Gaughan senior Loras College 239
Natalie Gaughan junior Eastern Illinois Univ. 239
Sonia Grabowski soph. Purdue University-Calumet 234
Andrew Greenia soph. Loyola Univ. - Chicago 1618
Paula Grzebien junior Saginaw Valley State Univ. 1626
Luke Hartwick soph. Univ of Illinois-Springfield 1004
Alexander Hill soph. University of Scranton 2030
Laura Holmes soph. University of Michigan 162
Amanda Jaczkowski soph. Central Michigan Univ. 1618
Stephanie Jaczkowski senior Central Michigan Univ. 1618
Joann Kaczmarczyk junior Univ of Illinois 1626
Thomas Kaczmarczyk soph. Univ of Illinois 1626
Daniel Kaminski soph. Univ. Wisconsin-Stevens Point 2303
Christopher Kasia senior U of IL Urbana-Champaign 1626
Alexandra Katacinski soph. Bloomsburg University 1615
Joseph Katacinski senior Penn State Univ Park 1615
Dominika Koper senior University of Michigan 1477
Mateusz Koper soph. Lawrence Tec. Univ. 1477
Katrina E. Odrobina soph. Elmhurst University 1585
Samantha Staron soph. Illinois State University 1611
Johanna Van Liew junior Hope College 413
Julie Whitney Univ. of Missouri 1004
Meagan Yothment senior Loyola Univ. - Chicago 1579
Patricia Zupnik senior Loyola Univ. - Chicago 1605

2011  PRCUA SCHOLARSHIP2011  PRCUA SCHOLARSHIP
GRANT WINNERSGRANT WINNERS

First Name Last Name Status School Society
Thomas Kocis grad College for Financial Planning 295
Thomas Kopchak grad Rochester Institute of Tech. 1451
Albert Kulicz senior Bradley Univ. 1622
Marcin Kuzma junior Indiana Univ. - Bloomington 234
Katarzyna Kwasniewski senior Columbia College of Chicago 1605
Diana Lenart soph. Grand Valley State University 1618
Matthew Mahalak senior Wayne State University 162
Dylan Marciniak junior Ohio State Univ. 542
Therese M Marszalek 2nd yr graduateCalifornia Univ. of PA 2291
Bartosz Maska junior Univ of Detroit Mercy 1477
Megan O'Grady Junior Grand Valley State University 1368
Mark Pawlas senior Univ. of Nevada at Las Vegas 471
Jacqueline Piasecki junior Univ. of Wisconsin-Whitewater 239
Monika Pietrzak senior Northern Illinois Univ. 1624
Elizabeth Poznanski soph. St. Louis College of Pharmacy 1622
Joseph Preston junior Lewis Univ. 880
Margaret Prokop soph. Univ of Wisconsin-Milwaukee 943
Emily Pudlinski Senior Bloomsburg Univ. 2003
Katrina Radzioch soph. Wayne State University 1404
Samuel Ruesing junior Missouri Univ. of Sci. & Tech. 1004
Conrad Sewinski senior Dominican Univ. 1626
Matthew Skrzypczyk soph. SUNY Geneseo 1000
Piotr Skrzypek junior Eastern Illinois Univ. 1634
Lynn Smith junior McKendree University 1004
Danielle Steplowski soph. Central Michigan Univ. 1618
Katherine Swanberg Junior U of IL Illinois-Champaign 412
Laura Swenson (Michalski) Prof Univ. Wisconsin-Madison 2315
Katherine Szczerbinski junior Albion College 1618
Matthew Tippy junior Ohio State Univ. 234
Maria Tkacz soph. Northwestern University 1634
Julie Wach senior Augustana College 1597
Katlyn Zimmerle soph. Indiana Univ. - Bloomington 1492
Jennifer Zisk grad Northeastern OH Univ. 977

PRCUA SupporPRCUA Supports Members by Ats Members by Awardingwarding
Scholarships and GrantsScholarships and Grants

for the 201for the 2011-12 School Y1-12 School Yearear
Each year, the Polish Roman Catholic Union of

America is pleased to be able to provide financial aid to
its members who are pursuing a higher education in
college, graduate school and professional programs.

This support is in the form of scholarships awarded
from the PRCUA Educational Fund Inc. and grants

awarded from the PRCUA Scholarship Program. This
year, a total of $28,750 in scholarships and grants was

awarded to sixty-nine students. Thirty-six scholarships
($14,250) came from the PRCUA’s Education Fund, Inc.
and thirty-three grants ($14,500) were awarded from the
PRCUA’s Scholarship Program.

Thanks are extended to the three members of the
PRCUA Scholarship Committee: Kenneth Gill, Iwona Piacenti

and Leonard Kurdek, for reviewing all of the applications and selecting the
recipients. Each application was assigned a number by the Secretary-
Treasurer’s office and all identifying material was removed from the file so that
the Scholarship Committee members did not know the identity of the student
whose application they were reviewing. This procedure - which has been in
place for years - insures that there is no favoritism involved in the selection of
the recipients or the amount they are awarded.

Congratulations and best wishes to the recipients! The PRCUA scholarship
and grant recipients for the 2011 school yearsare listed below:

PRCUA EDUCATION FUND, INC. DONATION

The PRCUA urges its members and friends to support our youth by donating to the
PRCUA Education Fund, Inc. a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization. Donors’ names will be listed in
Narod Polski, unless you check the last box. 
Donation amount $________________
__ In Honor of _______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

__ In Memory of _____________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________

Name ______________________________________________________________________________

Street ______________________________________________________________________________

City/St/Zip ___________________________________________________________________________

T I do not want my donation to be publicized.
Please make check payable to: PRCUA Education Fund, Inc. and send to:

President Joseph A. Drobot, Jr.
PRCUA

984 N. Milwaukee Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60642-4101

If you are interested in establishing a specific scholarship in your own
name for posterity, or “in honor of” or “in memory of” a loved one, please call
Pres. Drobot toll-free at 1-800-772-8632 Ext. 2602 for more information.
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Col. Francis Gabreski Honored
with Historical Marker

Among the newest historical markers in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is one dedicated to World
War II ace pilot and military hero, Col. Francis "Gabby"
Gabreski. The marker was unveiled on June 25 and stands at
410 Seneca Street, a main thoroughfare in Oil City, PA.  

Francis Gabreski joined the US Army Air Force and was at
Pearl Harbor when the Japanese attacked.  With America in
the fight, he persuaded his commanding officer to send him to
England so that he could learn modern air combat tactics from
the Polish fliers who were fighting in the Battle of Britain.
Later, he was able to teach these tactics to the American pilots
under his command, and became an air ace several times over. 

The marker was placed thanks to the mutual cooperation
of the Pittsburgh Chapter of the Kosciuszko Foundation (John
Bartus, president) and the Polish National Alliance PNA
Lodge 905 (Michael Fedorek, president). Peter Obst of the
Philadelphia KF Chapter filed the application with the
Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, and
Giorgio Foods of Temple, PA provided seed money to fund
the marker. 

The marker was unveiled before an assembled crowd of
about 200 persons. Among the speakers and dignitaries were:
Oil City Mayor Sonja L. Hawkins, County Commissioner Jan
Beichner, several representatives of State government,
legislators and US Congressmen, and Frank Spula, President
of the Polish National Alliance and the Polish American
Congress. 

Lt. Gordon P. Richards spoke for the US Air Force, while
Lt. Col. Peary Kearick said a few words on behalf of the Army
Veterans. A group of three aircraft, including a restored AT-6
trainer of WWII vintage, did 4 low level fly-bys over the site.
A unit of the Veterans of Foreign Wars in Oil City presented
the colors and fired a salute in honor of Col. Gabreski. At the
conclusion Robert English played "Taps."

Afterwards, attendees retired to the nearby PNA Hall
Lodge 905 for a banquet. There it was possible to view some
Francis Gabreski memorabilia that have been preserved by the
Lodge, as well as a wall-sized painting of Col. Gabreski and
his P-47 "Thunderbolt" fighter engaged in air combat with an
Me-109 Messerschmidt. A modified version of this painting

(l-r) Peter Obst, Elizabeth Groch, Joseph Kaminski, Cynthia Groch, 
Frank Spula, Scott Frankowski, Timothy Kuzma

was used on the cover of the
commemorative program
book. 

At the banquet's
conclusion Janusz Romanski
presented certificates of
appreciation from the Polonia
Technica Polish Engineers'
Association. All went home
pleased to have been present
at this exceptionally
important ceremony. Guests
from  Philadelphia and
Chicago were able to take with
them an expertly designed
souvenir program which, in
addition to historical
information, listed the many
sponsors who financed or

otherwise supported the
event.

Those interested in
Polish-American history
should be pleased to learn
that the next historical
marker to be dedicated will
honor the small yet hardy
group of Poles who came to
Capt. John Smith's
Jamestown Colony in
Virginia starting in 1608.
Ceremonies will be held in
mid-July 2012 near
Jamestown, VA, under the
auspices of the American
Council for Polish Culture
and the Polish American Arts

Association of Washington, DC (Tom Payne, president). 
(ACPC website: www.polishcultureacpc.org). (L-r) Michael Fedorek, Rick Cook, Lt. Gordon P. Richard USAF,

Ret.  Lt. Col. Perry Kearick US Army (Color Guard in back)

John Plachta J. USMCR, home from
Afghanistan, receives Polonia

Technica certificate of appreciation
from  Janusz Romanski

Commonwealth of PA marker near the
Polish Hall in Oil City

Victoria Kushel Passed Away
Mother of Former First Lady Joann Ozog

Victoria Kushel, age  97, a
member of Society #1593 of the
PRCUA passed away on August 13,
2011. She was the beloved wife of the
late John Kushel and the loving
mother of Lorraine (the late Charles)
White, and PRCUA Former First
Lady Joann (PRCUA President
Emeritus Wallace) Ozog. Dearest
grandmother of Sharon Fry, Robert
White, Deborah Romzek, Michael
Ozog, Mark Ozog, and Christopher
Ozog. She is also survived by 7 great grandchildren and was the
dear sister of the late Walter (Lottie), the late Steve (Stella), the late
Jane (the late John) Zoltowski, and the late Tony (Josephine). 

Mass of Christian Burial, concelebrated by Msgr. Stanley
Milewski and Rev. Walter Ptak, PRCUA chaplains, was held on
Thurs., Aug. 18 at St. Anne Catholic Church in Warren, MI. In lieu of
flowers, donations to the PRCUA Education Fund, Inc. are
appreciated: www.prcua.org (a coupon is on page 12 of this issue.)

*     *     *
Wife! Mother of two!  Grandmother of 6! Great

Grandmother of 7! Friend to young and old alike!  That was
Victoria Kushel, mother of former First Lady Joann Ozog,
who passed away peacefully at Joann's home on August 13,
2011.

Prior to her death, Victoria was hospitalized after falling
and suffering a mild heart attack. After that, it was one thing
after another - mild stroke, air particle and perforation of the
colon, difficulty in breathing due to asthma and congestive
heart failure. She was transferred to a rehab center but, once
again, she had trouble breathing, so she was taken to Joann's
home under the care of hospice.

Family and friends will remember Victoria for her
beautiful crocheted afghans, towels, dolls, bookworms and
bears.  Others will remember her when she assisted 

the Pope John Paul II Society
Dance School in making
pierogi.  
Many will remember her at
festivals and craft shows. 

Victoria volunteered
many hours in raising funds
for different parishes and for
PRCUA Societies at various
festivals at St. Bartholomew
festival, St. Rock Festival, St.
Florian’s Strawberry
Festival, St. Anne Sausage
Festival, St. Andrew
Festival, Hamtramck Polish
Festival, Macomb Polish
Festival, Downtown Detroit
Polish Festival, Warren
Ethnic Festival and Orchard
Lake Polish Festival.  She
assisted PRCUA #1493 Fr.
Al's Society, PRCUA #1593
Pope John Paul II Society
and PRCUA Michigan
Women's Division in raising
funds and also donated her
beautiful afghans to the
Polish Museum, PRCUA
Education Fund, Inc. and
Our Lady of Mt. Carmel
Parish. She also crocheted
hats, scarves, bookworms
and baby afghans for the
children at the Carmelite
Home in Indiana. She
enjoyed being with people
and was very proud of the
many donated items that she
crocheted with loving care.

Victoria enjoyed her life
of almost 98 years on this
earth to the fullest. (Her
birthday, December 15,
1913)  She loved cards,
romantic novels and
crocheting.  She joked and
enjoyed being with young
folks. Many of them paid
their final respect at the
funeral home. She was
strong and sound of mind
almost right up to the end.
She was independent and
lived alone. Victoria was
dedicated to the Blessed
Mother and prayed many
rosaries, especially for her
family when they traveled.

We will truly miss
Victoria, who has been like a
fixture at many events in the
Polish community.  Her
family is thankful that God
gave them the opportunity
to have her for 97+ years.
May good memories of her
be recalled by all who
knew her or heard of her. 

On August 13 at 8:15
p.m. thunder exploded in
the sky.  Joann was alone
with her mother. She said:
"Mom, give Dad a big hug
for me. We all love you. You
have been such a good
mother. Wally loves you."
The heavens welcomed her
and she peacefully went to
her eternal rest. 
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Toledo Prepares to Pay Tribute
To Colonel Marian Wojciechowski

Joseph Lecznar Passed Away at Age 90 
Joseph Lecznar of Parma, Ohio was called to

his eternal reward on July 18, 2011 at the age of 90.
He was a member of PRCUA Society #2109.

Anthony and Mary Lecznar, who were both
born in Poland, emigrated to the United States in
1903. They returned to the newly established Polish
state in April of 1921, with their four children.  On
July 25, 1921, son Joseph Lecznar was born in the
southern province of Lancut, Poland. He attended
elementary school, finished junior high school, and
worked on the family

farm
During World War II, Joseph served in the

Polish Armed Forces, 2nd Corps, attached to the
British 8th Army in Italy. He was wounded in
action while driving a tank in the Cavalry Unit.
Joseph fought in many battles to the very end of
the war and was awarded numerous medals and
ribbons for his bravery and outstanding
conduct. He transferred to England and was
honorably discharged in 1947.

Since Poland was not a free country
because of the Communist regime, Joseph
decided to emigrate, first to Toronto, Canada. In
1952, however, he joined his brother and sisters
in Cleveland, Ohio, establishing a permanent
residence in the United States of America, where
his parents once lived. 

Joseph pursued his career in Metallurgy by attending courses at the
Westside Technical Center and working as a tool and die maker. Joseph
always strived for perfection and soon became very knowledgeable in his
profession. Chrysler Corporation recognized Joe as one of the “BEST,” and
awarded him with a citation and plaque for excellence. Joseph retired as a
Tool and Die Co-ordinator from Chrysler Corporation after 30 years of
employment.

Joseph believed that to achieve any goal, it is essential to work as a team.
He was very active in various civic, cultural and religious organizations and
was always proud of his Polish heritage. He was a member of the Polish
Army Veterans Association Tadeusz Kosciuszko Post 152 for about 60 years
and its Commander for over 35 years.

Joe was a member and President of the former Alliance of Poles Group 9
(now called PRCUA Society 210),, and twice served as the Chairman of the
Pre-Convention Committee. He was also a member of the Polish National
Alliance; Polish Legion of American Veterans U.S.A., Brooklyn Post 61;  Polish
American Congress, Ohio Division — two-term Vice President; Parma Polish
American League; Polish American, Inc.; Foundation and Center of the 2nd
Polish Corps in Orchard Lake, Michigan — formerly Vice President; and
Harmonia Chopin Singing Society. 

During Marshal Law in Communist Poland, Joe became very active,
working for the committee in support of SOLIDARNOŒÆ by sending
substantial medical and financial aid to the oppressed Polish people in
conjunction with the Polish American Congress Charitable Foundation.

Joseph’s wish was to meet a nice Polish girl and start his own family. His
wish came true when, at one of the Polish dances, he met Irene, the daughter
of Anthony and Josephine Kempinski. Joe and Irene were married at St.
Francis DeSales Church, Parma, Ohio. They were blessed with four children
— Joseph A. (wife Caryl), Barbara (husband Robert), Daniel (wife Francine)
and Nancy (husband Timothy), and 9 grandchildren — Joseph III, Julie,
Jessica, Nicholas, Lindsey, LeAnn, MacKenzie, Morgan and Macy.  Joseph is
survived by two of his sisters Stephanie Ositkowski and Antoinette Kulig. 

Joseph and his wife Irene were residents of Parma, Ohio. His Funeral
Mass was held on July 20, 2011 at St. John Cantius Church and interment in
Holy Cross Cemetery.

Cleveland Polonia has lost a great leader. May he rest in eternal peace and
may Joseph Lecznar be blessed a hundredfold for all the good he did for
others throughout his life. 

Submitted by John Borkowski, President, PRCUA Society #2220

Toledo, OH – Leaders in the Polish-American
community, including U.S. Representative Marcy
Kaptur (OH-9), payed tribute to Col. Marian
Wojciechowski, a Polish-born citizen and World War II
hero. Funeral services for Mr. Wojciechowski, who
died on June 5 at age 97 in Las Vegas, where he lived
his final 13 years, were held on Saturday morning, July
2  at St. Adalbert’s Catholic Church in Toledo.

As a member of the legendary 21st Cavalry
Regiment, Col. Wojciechowski was a recipient of the

Virtuti Militari, Poland’s highest military commendation. 
Marian Wojciechowski was born April 25, 1914, in Polaniec, Poland. He

was a World War II veteran, a platoon leader who fought German forces on
Sept. 1, 1939 at the Battle of Mokra. His regiment was renowned for sustaining
heavy losses but still managing to win a tactical victory against the invading
Nazi Army in that battle. His regiment, the 21st Pulk Ulanow Nadwislanskich,
was later awarded the Virtuti Militari. He continued fighting after Russia
attacked Sept. 17, 1939, then joined the Polish underground resistance. 

He was arrested and tortured by the Gestapo in Radom, and sent to
Auschwitz (Nr. 50333), Gross Rosen, and Leitmeritz concentration camps. In
the displaced persons camps of post-war Germany, he met and married
Wladyslawa Poniecka, who had survived the Gestapo prison Pawiak in
Warsaw, and the concentration camp Ravensbruck (Nr. 7532) north of Berlin. 

Marian earned a master's degree in economics and business administration
from the Warsaw School of Economics in 1937. He worked as auditor for the
Union of Agricultural Cooperatives before his arrest in 1942. From 1946-47, he
was an officer in the Polish Civilian Guard, under the command of the U.S.
Army in the American Zone of West Germany. He also served as chief liaison
officer for Polish groups to the International Refugee Organization. 

In 1950, Marian and his wife came to America with their daughter, and
settled in Toledo, Ohio, where he worked in a factory. Later, Marian was the
owner and editor of the Polish-language weekly newspaper "Ameryka Echo"
in Toledo until 1961. He worked for many years as urban renewal project
administrator with the City of Toledo. From 1980-94 he was an administrator
with the Neighborhood Housing Services of Toledo, finally retiring at the age
of 80. 

Marian moved to Las Vegas in 1998 to be closer to his family. He was a
past commander of the Polish Army Veterans Association Post 74 in Toledo for
10 years, a member of American Legion Post 545 in Toledo, and a member of
the VFW. He actively participated in numerous organizations, including the
Polish American Congress. Marian also received many honors and awards
during his lifetime, including medals for his military service during World
War II and his work in urban development. 

In 2009, at the age of 95, Marian realized his wish to return to Mokra to
commemorate the 70th anniversary of the start of World War II. He also visited
the former Polish Army Cadet Officers Cavalry School in Grudziadz, and even
Auschwitz, along the way. He was accompanied on this trip by his grandson
Craig with his wife Jodi, Congresswoman Marcy Kaptur of Toledo, and Dr.
Roman Rozycki of the Las Vegas Polish community. Congresswoman Kaptur,
a longtime family friend, said: “I am honored to have been asked to
accompany this son of Poland and of Toledo, a living example of an
indomitable spirit who continues to inspire people. Truly, he is an
extraordinary man. Marian Wojciechowski was a legendary figure. He well
could have been president of Poland had history not intervened so cruelly.” 

The late Aleksander Szczyglo, then the head of Poland’s National
Intelligence Directorate, presented Col. Wojciechowski with the Medal of
Honor during ceremonies at Mokra.

A Memorial Mass was held on June 28th at Our Lady of Las Vegas Church,
3050 Alta Drive in Las Vegas for Marian Wojciechowski. His Funeral Mass was
held on Saturday, July 2nd at St. Adalbert’s Catholic Church in Toledo, which
was attended by Polish American veterans, as well as civic leaders and friends.
Mass was followed by military services and interment in the military section at
Mount Carmel Cemetery in Toledo, Ohio.

Marian was preceded in death by his wife, Wladyslawa; his son Lucian;
and several brothers and sisters. He is survived by his daughter, Maryann
Wojciechowski of Las Vegas; son, John Wojciechowski of North Dakota;
grandsons, Craig (Jodi) Wojciechowski, of Utah, Jack Wojciechowski of
Kentucky, and Todd Wojciechowski of Las Vegas; brother, Stanislaw (Irena)
Wojciechowski; sister, Natalia Jarzyna; and many nieces, nephews and cousins
in Poland and in the U.S.A. 

May God bless the staff of the Nathan Adelson Hospice who provided
such gentle and compassionate care to Marian and his family during his final
days. May Marian Wojciechowski rest in eternal peace, knowing he has
experienced a life well-lived. 



KALENDARZ 
na WRZESIEÑ i PA•DZIERNIK 2011

9-25 wrzeœnia - Wystawa z okazji 115. rocznicy istnienia “Narodu Polskiego” - Muzeum
Polskie w Ameryce, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, IL.  Otwarcie wystawy w pi¹tek, 9
wrzeœnia o godz. 19:00.  Sponsorem jest ZPRKA.  W czasie otwarcia krótka czêœæ oficjalna,
poczêstunek, program artystyczny.  Zaprezentowane bêd¹ zdjêcia, dokumenty historyczne i
informacyjne.  Wstêp wolny.

9 wrzeœnia (pi¹tek) - Zapisy do Polskiej Szko³y im. Henryka Sienkiewicza.  Godz. 18:30-
21:00 w Redeemer Lutheran Church, 6151 Smith Rd., Brookpark, OH.  Lekcje odbywaæ siê
bêd¹ w pi¹tki.  Uczniowie maj¹ okazjê nauczyæ siê nie tylko jêzyka polskiego, ale równie¿
piosenek i tañców polskich oraz nabyæ informacje nt. historii i kultury polskiej.  Zapraszamy
wszystkie dzieci. 

11 wrzeœnia (niedziela) - Zawody wêdkarskie dla dzieci i m³odzie¿y - od 10 rano do 2 po
po³udniu, Busse Lake Fishing Wall (Arlington Hts. Rd. do Biesterfield, skrêciæ na zachód do
Bisner Road, skrêciæ na pó³noc).  Nagrody za najwiêcej z³apanych ryb w ró¿nych grupach
wiekowych; przynêta; napoje; zapasowe wêdki; doskona³a zabawa dla wszystkich. Przynieœ
le¿ak i kamerê i baw siê razem z nami!  Dodatkowe informacje: Walter Szarowicz (847) 577-
7274.  Gospodarzem jest Dystrykt #7 ZPRKA.  

15 wrzeœnia (czwartek) - Rozgrywki pokerowe. Towarzystwo #1593 zaprasza na rozgrywki
pokerowe “Texas Holdem Poker” w Pampa Poker Room, 31925 Van Dyke Ave., Warren MI w
godz. 17:00-2:00 rano.  Dochód przeznaczony zostanie na Fundusz Braterski Towarzystwa.
Szczegó³y na str. 2 w kalendarzu w sekcji angielskiej.         

17 wrzeœnia (sobota) - Rozgrywki golfowe dru¿yn mieszanych - Sultana Par Tree Golf
Course, Brownstown, MI.  Organizatorem jest Tow. #718 (St. Stan’s) ZPRKA.  Rejestracja -
godz. 8:30, pocz¹tek - godz. 9:00.  Wstêp: $35 - zawodnicy, $15.00 - osoby nie bior¹ce udzia³u
w rozgrywkach.  Sponsorzy do³ków golfowych - $30.00.  Dodatkowe informacje: Dan Gdowski
(734) 654-2734.  Uczestnicy proszeni s¹ o wystawienie czeków na Dan Gdowski i przes³anie na
adres: Dan Gdowski, 34173 Jessica Ln., New Boston, MI 48164.

30 wrzeœnia (pi¹tek) - 1 paŸdziernika (sobota) -  Dni Pu³askiego sponsorowane przez Tow.
Bia³ego Or³a #2342 (White Eagle Society) w godz. od 12 w po³udnie do 23:00.  Federated
Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope Rd., Lansing, MI.  Muzyka w godz. 19:00-23:00.  Na lunch i
obiad mo¿na bêdzie zakupiæ polskie potrawy: go³¹bki, kapusta, pierogi, kie³basa.  Wiêcej
informacji: Tom Croff (517) 627-0222.

16 paŸdziernika (niedziela) - Doroczna msza œw. za zmar³ych cz³onków i przyjació³
ZPRKA.  Godz. 10:30 w PRCUA Misiuda Hall, 5255 N. Detroit, Toledo, OH.  Mszê odprawi
ks. Paul Kwiatkowski.  Po mszy zapraszamy na wspólne œniadanie.  Informacje: Joan Sylak
(419) 729-2126.

Prosimy cz³onków Towarzystw ZPRKA o sprawdzenie kalendarza na str. 2 - w celu zapoznania
siê z terminarzem planowanych na najbli¿sze miesi¹ce zebrañ Towarzystw.
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Jesteœcie 100-procentow¹ rodzin¹ ZPRKA?
Przyœlijcie nam swoje zdjêcie!

W paŸdzierniku obchodziæ bêdziemy Miesi¹c Dziedzictwa Polsko-Amerykañskiego.  W
zwi¹zku z tym na œrodkowych stronach “Narodu Polskiego” pragniemy zamieœciæ zdjêcia
100-procentowych rodzin ZPRKA.  

Zwracamy siê do wszystkich cz³onków ZPRKA z proœb¹ o nadsy³anie do redakcji
“Narodu Polskiego” zdjêæ swoich rodzin.  Prosimy o za³¹czenie nazwisk osób
przedstawionych na zdjêciach (w kolejnoœci od lewej do prawej).  Prosimy równie¿ o
wymieninie nazwisk cz³onków rodziny, którzy s¹ równie¿ cz³onkami ZPRKA ale nie znajduj¹
siê na zdjêciu oraz o za³¹czenie nazwy miejscowoœci, w której mieszka najstarsza osoba na
zdjêciu (np: Anthony i Stella Figlock z Hudson, PA; dzieci Eleanor (Joseph) Sobol i Francis
(Annette) Figlock oraz wnuki Anette, Claire, Karyn, John i Robert.  Jeœli Wasi zmarli
dziadkowie lub rodzice byli równie¿ cz³onkami ZPRKA, prosimy o zamieszczenie ich
nazwisk. 

Zdjêcia i nazwiska nale¿y przesy³aæ na adres: Narod Polski Editor, 984 N. Milwaukee
Ave., Chicago, IL 60642-4101 lub w formacie JPEG poczt¹ elektroniczn¹ na adres:
kathryn.rosypal@prcua.org.  Prosimy o wpisanie s³owa OCTOBER w linii SUBJECT i ew. o
poinformowanie redakcji czy chcielibyœcie, aby zdjêcie zosta³o zwrócone.

20 lat polskiego internetu - 17 sierpnia 1991 roku nawi¹zano pierwsze w Polsce po³¹czenie,
wykorzystuj¹ce technologiê IP (internet protocol).  Wydzia³ Fizyki Uniwersytetu
Warszawskiego po³¹czy³ siê wówczas z uniwersytetem w Kopenhadze w Danii.  By³o to
po³¹czenie techniczne, które mia³o na celu sprawdzenie mo¿liwoœci uruchomienia
protoko³u internetowego a nie po³¹czenie, którym przesy³ane by³yby jakieœ konkretne dane.
Wkrótce przez sieæ zaczê³y siê ³¹czyæ polskie uczelnie.  Pod koniec 1991 r. przy budynku
Centrum Informatycznego UW zosta³a ustawiona antena satelitarna, która obs³ugiwa³a
po³¹czenie miêdzy Warszaw¹ a Sztokholmem.  Przez kolejne trzy lata stanowi³a ona
g³ówny kana³, przez który Polska ³¹czy³a siê ze œwiatowym internetem.  W sierpniu 1993 r.
na UW uda³o siê uruchomiæ pierwszy serwer www.  Internet pocz¹tkowo by³
wykorzystywany wy³¹cznie przez naukowców i pracowników uczelni.  Pierwsze prywatne
pod³¹czenia do internetu pojawi³y siê w Polsce na pocz¹tku lat 90.  W chwili obecnej
dostêp do internetu ma 63% Polaków.  Szybkoœæ transferu danych, w porównaniu z
pierwszymi po³¹czeniami w Polsce wzros³a nawet 100 tys. razy, a internet wykorzystuje siê
praktycznie we wszystkich dziedzinach ¿ycia.  Obecnie w Polsce jest zarejestrowanych
ponad 2 mln domen, co stawia nas na 5. miejscu w Europie. 

Nowe poci¹gi dla Kolei Mazowieckich - Spó³ka Koleje Mazowieckie oficjalne przejê³a 16
nowych poci¹gów typu ELF.  Oficjalne przekazanie poci¹gów odby³o siê na dworcu
Warszawa Gdañska. Wartoœæ kontraktu to ponad 75 mln euro.  Producentem ELF-ów jest
spó³ka Pojazdy Szynowe PESA Bydgoszcz. Projekt jest wspó³finansowany przez Uniê
Europejsk¹ ze œrodków Funduszu Spójnoœci w ramach Programu Operacyjnego
Infrastruktura i Œrodowisko. Nowe, czterocz³onowe poci¹gi  wprowadzone zostan¹ do
taboru we wrzeœniu br. Pocz¹tkowo bêd¹ kursowaæ na linii Warszawa-Ciechanów-
Dzia³dowo, docelowo zaœ bêd¹ obs³ugiwaæ m.in. liniê prowadz¹c¹ na lotnisko w Modlinie.
13 takich samych poci¹gów zakupi³a równie¿ warszawska Szybka Kolej Miejska.
Pierwszy z nich jeŸdzi ju¿ po torach sto³ecznej aglomeracji. Docelowo poci¹gi maj¹ m.in.
obs³ugiwaæ po³¹czenie z warszawskim lotniskiem Okêcie. Poci¹g przystosowany jest do
potrzeb osób niepe³nosprawnych, wyposa¿ony jest w nowoczesny napêd, ma przestrzeñ na
baga¿ i rowery, jest klimatyzowany i monitorowany. 
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Seminarium Biskupa Abramowicza w Chicago zaprasza 11 wrzeœnia 2011 r. o godz. 17:00
na doroczny obiad dobroczynny, który odbêdzie siê w Marriott Downtown Magnificent
Mile Hotel w œródmieœciu Chicago.  W czasie obiadu odbêdzie siê tzw. “Cicha aukcja”
oraz program okolicznoœciowy.  Osoby chêtne wspomóc ten cel, mog¹ przes³aæ donacje na
“Cich¹ aukcjê”. Szczególy nt. przesy³ania przedmiotów na aukcjê oraz nt. rezerwacji
biletów mo¿na uzyskaæ dzwoni¹c pod numer: 312-915-0598 lub pisz¹c na adres:
basem@archchicago.org

Polski Koœció³ Narodowy pw. œw. Józefa w Westfield, MA zaprasza na doroczne Do¿ynki
w niedzielê, 11 wrzeœnia 2011 r. w godz. od 12 w po³udnie do 17:00 w parafialnym
oœrodku spo³ecznym oraz na terenach przy parafii, Main Str. i Clinton Ave. w Westfield,
MA.  Wieniec do¿nkowy zostanie poœwiêcony w czasie mszy œw. o godz. 8 rano i
przyniesiony w procesji o godz. 14:00.  Od godziny 12 w po³udnie otwarta bêdzie kuchnia
z ulubionymi daniami polskimi i amerykañskimi.  W programie wystêpy zespo³ów pieœni i
tañca ludowego, gry i zabawy dla dzieci i doros³ych, wiele niespodzianek.  Orkiestra Leo
Murawskiego bêdzie graæ do tañca w godz. 13:00-14:00 i 15:00-17:00.  W programie
przewidziane jest równie¿ uczczenie 10-rocznicy zamachu na Trade World Center.

Wystawa "Sztuka dla serca" (”Art for Heart”)  – weekend ze sztuk¹ na rzecz Muzeum
Polskiego w Ameryce (MPA) i Fundacji Dar Serca, pomagaj¹cej dzieciom
niepe³nosprawnym od 1988 roku. Serdecznie zapraszamy mi³oœników sztuki i ludzi
dobrego serca do obejrzenia najnowszych prac znanych wspó³czesnych polskich artystów i
mi³ego spêdzenia wieczoru podczas wystawy „Sztuka dla serca”. Pomoc potrzebuj¹cym
dzieciom z Europy w leczeniu w USA i wsparcie dzia³alnoœci MPA to g³ówne cele
ekspozycji, która odbêdziê siê od pi¹tku, 30 wrzeœnia do niedzieli, 2 paŸdziernika 2011.
Fundacja Dar Serca i Muzeum Polskie w Ameryce wspó³pracuj¹ przy tworzeniu
charytatywnego weekendu ze sztuk¹. Kilkunastu wybitnie utalentowanych polskich
malarzy, rzeŸbiarzy i fotografów z okolic Chicago zaprezentuje swoje dzie³a, które bêd¹
przeznaczone na sprzeda¿. Goœcie bêd¹ mieli mo¿liwoœæ poznania artystów, posmakowania
polskich przek¹sek i napojów alkoholowych w czasie przyjêcia z okazji uroczystego
otwarcia wystawy. Wernisa¿ odbêdzie siê w pi¹tek, 30 wrzeœnia, w godz. 19.00-23.00 w
MPA, które mieœci siê w Chicago (984 N. Milwaukee Avenue). Muzeum bêdzie te¿
otwarte w sobotê od 12.00 do 19.00 i niedzielê od 12.00 do 18.00. Ka¿dy dzieñ gwarantuje
mnóstwo atrakcji wszystkim odwiedzaj¹cym: ró¿norodnoœæ sztuki oraz dobr¹ muzykê.
Op³ata za wstêp wynosi 5$. Dodatkowe fundusze zostan¹ pozyskane ze sprzeda¿y dzie³
sztuki i napojów alkoholowych. Wystawie towarzyszy katalog. Ca³y dochód przeznaczony
zostanie na Fundacjê Dar Serca i MPA.  Wiêcej informacji: joasiazelaya@darserca.org lub
jan-lorys@polishmuseumofamerica.org

IMPREZY POLONIJNE
Wrzesieñ - miesi¹c przekazu informacji 

nt. ubezpieczeñ na ¿ycie
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Kazanie Stanislawa Slowika, dyrektora rzeszowskiej Caritas 
i duspasterza oddzialu”WspólnotyPolskiej”, wyg³oszone w katedrze
rzeszowskiej na rozpoczêcie XV Œwiatowego Festiwalu Polonijnych

Zespo³ów Folklorystycznych - 24.VII.2011

Bóg z tymi, którzy Go mi³uj¹ wspó³dzia³a we wszystkim dla ich dobra (Rzym)
Królestwo niebieskie podobne do skarbu, do kupca poszukuj¹cego piêknych pere³.

1. Z dawna Polski Tyœ Królowa - t¹  pieœni¹ - co 3 lata rozpoczynamy modlitewne spotkanie
podczas Festiwalu. Eucharystii od 1993 r. przewodniczy Pasterz Rzeszowskiego Koœcio³a JE bp
Kazimierz Górny - to s¹ te¿ barwy festiwalu… 
2. Przybyliœcie do Ojczyzny - Starego Kraju radoœni i rozœpiewani, tañcz¹cy - oficjalny plakat
- tañcz¹ca Polska. Tak jest na ulicach i skrzy¿owaniach naszego piêknego miasta
- Pan kiedyœ stan¹³ nad brzegiem…
- Zapewne nie jeden raz tê pieœñ œpiewaliœcie w krajach waszego zamieszkania
- Zaœpiewamy j¹  i dziœ, nade wszystko s³owa które tak bardzo lubi³ b³. Jan Pawe³ II niech
bêd¹ mottem naszego rozwa¿ania
- Rozwa¿ania z Wami, którzy przybyliœcie œwiadomi, ¿e mo¿na mówiæ ró¿nymi jêzykami,
ale pieœni mi³oœci œpiewa siê w jêzyku ojczystym
- Jedni z Was Michalina i Ryszard Jamiñscy - Weso³y Lud z Chicago na 40 lecie Festiwalu
mówili: 
- Piêkno ka¿dego Narodu zasiane jest w ogrodzie kultury ludowej. Zespo³y - te  nasionka
rozsiane po ca³ym œwiecie, z których wyros³y piêkne kwiaty - przywozimy do Polski. Sk³adamy w
bukiety, a razem tworzymy wielki wieniec polskiej kultury i wrêczamy go g³ównemu ogrodnikowi
z serdecznym podziêkowaniem za pomoc w pielêgnowaniu "Polskich kwiatów".
3. Pan kiedyœ stan¹³ nad brzegiem….  
- stan¹³ w 966 roku gdy chrzest przyjmowa³ Mieszko I nasz pierwszy w³adca przyj¹³ w
GnieŸnie chrzest œw. i z³o¿ywszy w falach odnowienia dawne grzechy, odrodzi³ siê, z duszy
zmywaj¹c œlady zarówno uczynków jak i ba³wochwalstwa
- Pan  stawa³ wielokrotnie a¿ do czasów Jana Paw³a II
- Koœció³ przyniós³ Polsce Chrystusa - to znaczy klucz do rozumienia tej wielkiej i
podstawowej rzeczywistoœci, jak¹ jest cz³owiek. Cz³owieka bowiem nie mo¿na do koñca
zrozumieæ bez Chrystusa. A raczej; cz³owiek nie mo¿e siebie sam do koñca zrozumieæ bez
Chrystusa
- Nie da siê zrozumieæ Polski, bez pejza¿u, jej miast i wsi z koœcio³ami i kapliczkami
- Z krzy¿ami, figurami i wizerunkami Matki Bo¿ej - to przejaw wiary…
4. Jesteœcie w wolnej OjczyŸnie, w Rzeszowie, mieœcie wojewódzkim
- To tak¿e nasz Polski i podkarpacki pejza¿, 
- Tu w sposób szczególny jest Piêkno Narodu zasiane jest w ogrodzie kultury ludowej
- Uratowano wiele religijnych i kulturalnych zwyczajów i s¹ dalej przekazywane
- W pi¹tek w korowodzie który ogl¹da³y tysi¹ce ludzi zespó³ Podhale z Montrealu niós³
transparent: W Montrealu po rzeszowsku te¿ œpiewaj¹…
5. Przybywacie z ca³ego œwiata - 42 zespo³y - 1500 tancerzy, przywo¿¹c polskiego ducha
tam ci¹gle obecnego i przez Was kultywowanego
- Z USA przywozicie tony Paderewskiego i kulturê ludow¹: Dolina, Lajkonik, £owiczanie,
Polanie, Polonia, Polsko - Amerykañski Zespó³ Folklorystyczny, Weso³y Lud i Wawel
- Z Ukrainy Sokoliki - zapach stepów i  lwowskie pienie
- Z Brazylii têsknotê za chlebem i gor¹coœæ serc œpiewane i tañczone przez Kalinê i Weso³y
Dom - ubogacaj¹c strojami brazylijskimi korowód
- Z Kanady przybywacie z bogactwem tañców i ludowym przes³aniem w œpiewie: Bia³y
Orze³, Cracovia, Iskry, £owicz, Podhale, Polanie, Polonez z Cambridge, Hamilton i Vancouver,
Polskie Or³y, Sokó³ i Tatry
- Z Czech bratnie zawo³anie przez Olzê i Szuszan
- Z Kazachstanu - têsknotê wyœpiewana przez Polan
- Z Mo³dawii Polacy Budziaka, czyli tradycja
- Z Litwy z pieœni¹ o Tej co w Ostrej œwieci Bramie… i tañcem przez Willê
- Z dalekiej Australii tañcz¹c nie tylko Poloneza ale Tatry - kangury nie tylko dzieciom siê
podoba³y
- Z Bia³orusi, z Grodna, Chabry œpiewaj¹ce sonety o Polsce
- Z Francji z duchem polskich poetów - Norwid przez Kalinê i wiosnê w Szamotu³ach
- Z Niemiec nios¹c radoœæ i zachowuj¹c tradycje przez  Polskie kwiaty - po latach oczekiwañ
- Z Rosji nuc¹c syberyjskie tony: Stokrotki
- Z Rumunii z pozdrowieniami z Bukowiny przez So³onczankê
- Ze Szwecji kultywuj¹c polskoœæ Kwiaty Polskie i Piastowie
- Z Wielkiej Brytanii z radosnym œpiewem: Karolinka, Orlêta, Polesie, Polonez Manchester
- pocz¹tek temu da³ KRAKUS z Genk z Belgii
- do legendy uros³a ich pieœñ: My m³odzie¿ polska z zagranicy, wiernymi dzieæmi chcemy byæ
naszej Ojczyzny - wykonana w rzeszowskim teatrze podczas koncertu galowego w 1969 roku,
p³aka³o wówczas wielu.... 
6. Przybyliœcie na XV ju¿ Festiwal wiedzeni mi³oœci¹ ale i obowi¹zkiem
- Pan kiedyœ stan¹³ nad brzegiem…
- Zygmunt Gloger: Nad brzegami p³owej Wis³y w piêknych krainach Chrobacji a w sercu
starej S³owiañszczyzny wykwit³a najbujniej pieœñ wesela i mi³oœci..
7. Czynnikiem ³¹cz¹cym miliony Polaków zarówno w kraju, jak i poza granicami jest wiara i
kultura
- ch³opi z Galicji, Kongresówki czy z Poznañskiego udaj¹c siê na tu³aczkê za chlebem
zabierali ze sob¹ 
- nie tylko garœæ ziemi ojczystej, ale tak¿e ró¿aniec, ksi¹¿eczkê do modlitwy i swój
œwi¹teczny strój.  

- Podobnie i emigracja stanu wojennego
- Z RPA na Jasn¹ Górê b³agalny list o obrazek MB
- Lata 80 - te Fara - festiwal, Msze œw…..
8. Mówi³  prof. Józef Burszta: Nasz festiwal narodzi³ siê trochê z przypadku, trochê z
potrzeby, a sta³ siê jedn¹ z najwa¿niejszych instytucji, która umo¿liwia utrzymanie sta³ych,
bezpoœrednich kontaktów kraju z rozrzuconymi po ca³ym œwiecie grupami polonijnymi. 
- Dziœ w œwiecie nie znajdziemy podobnej imprezy o takim zasiêgu, jak rzeszowski festiwal
- Zaœ w kraju trudno by³oby znaleŸæ region w którym z takim pietyzmem dba siê o
zachowanie i krzewienie polskiego folkloru
- Mówi¹c jêzykiem marketingowym - za wypowiedzi¹ Leonarda Jeczenia podstaw¹
powodzenia festiwali s¹: 
- pamiêæ,  - czasem wiêcej ni¿ w kraju…
- pasja,  - serce (H. Sienkiewicz: "Nie rzeczywistoœæ sama, ale serce z jakim ku niej
przystêpujemy, daje rzeczom kszta³ty i kolory")
- praca - wielki wytrwa³y wysi³ek, kupowanie roli, skarbu i pere³ polskoœci, parafie i
duszpasterze maja w tym wieli udzia³
- poœwiêcenie - oddanie sprawie przez rodziny
- Polska - dla Ojczyzny i historii
- Mo¿na to zwieñczyæ s³owami: Marsz, marsz Polonia, nasz dzielny Narodzie, zatañczymy
po swej pracy w goœcinnym Rzeszowie
- Bo jak siê wypowiedzia³ Tadeusz Adam Pilat - prez. Europejskiej Unii Wspólnot
Polonijnych: Cudownego polskiego folkloru nie wstydzi³ siê ani Chopin, ani Szymanowski a
dzisiaj, wœród polonijnej m³odzie¿y, ma tysi¹ce entuzjastów…
- Festiwal, to wielkie œwiêto polskoœci w piêknym wydaniu polonijnej m³odzie¿y i barwnego
polskiego folkloru
9.  Dziœ w Eucharystii o zmar³ych za³o¿ycielach Festiwalu pamiêta Biskup. Œrodê  na cmentarzu
odmówimy modlitwê i z³o¿ymy kwiaty i zapalimy znicze na grobach: Bo¿eny Ni¿añskiej,
Czes³awa Œwiêtoniowskiego i Lubomira Rad³owskiego- 
-  Drodzy Rodacy i twórcy. Jakby do Was bezpoœrednio Jan Pawe³ II mówi³ 13.VI.1987 w
koœciele œw. Krzy¿a w Warszawie: "Myœlê o Was tu zgromadzonych, ale równoczeœnie tak¿e o
wszystkich, którzy do tej samej wspólnoty nale¿¹, zarówno na ziemi polskiej, jak i poza jej
granicami: wielka wspólnota ludzi, którzy trwaj¹c przy wielorakim warsztacie twórczoœci, s³u¿¹
trwaniu i przetrwaniu Narodu. Naród bowiem trwa w swojej duchowej substancji, duchowej
to¿samoœci przez w³asn¹ kulturê." 
8. Drodzy Przyjaciele! Zawsze s¹ aktualne s³owa AK: Nasza Polska jest w nas i przed nami
- tak - mieli Polskê w sercach i dlatego o ni¹ bohatersko walczyli
- Pokój Tobie Polsko Ojczyzno moja - to by³o has³o pielgrzymki  b³. Jana Paw³a II w 1983
-  W roku 1980 Ryszard Ku³ak syn polskich emigrantów ur. w Australii œpiewa³ wiersz
Heleny Mikuckiej - Kraj rodzinny matki mej, m. in. te s³owa: 

Tu mnie wita krzy¿ przydro¿ny
Tam koœcielny bije dzwon,
To Ojczyzny znak pobo¿ny,
To jest nasz, to polski ton.

9. Uroczyst¹ Msz¹ œw. - w Roku Komunii z Bogiem polecamy kolejny XV festiwal 
- piêkne spotkanie m³odych Polaków z Kraju i z zagranicy
- piêkny zasiew zdrowego ziarna kultury i wymiana kulturalna
- czynimy to nuc¹c ostatni¹ strofê pieœni Jak d³ugo w sercu naszym:

Jak d³ugo œwiêta wiara o¿ywia  polsk¹ krew
Staæ bêdzie Polska stara, bo ka¿dy Polak lew!

10. Drodzy Rodacy! W innej pieœni: Nad moj¹ kolebk¹ matka siê schyla³a i mówiæ pacierza
wczeœnie naucza³a…
- modlimy siê by tak by³o i teraz na polskiej ziemi i w Waszych obecnych ojczyznach
- czyta³em, ¿e jeœli nasi Rodacy ju¿ nie mówi¹ po polsku, to jednak w ojczystym jêzyku siê
modl¹
11. W dniach 25 - 30 VI. 2011 odby³a siê 3 piesza pielgrzymka z Rzeszowa do Lwowa. W
Gródku Jagielloñskim, gdzie 14 razy by³ W³adys³aw Jagie³³o i raz œw. Jadwiga
- do nas pielgrzymów ma³a 6 - latka na skrzypcach zagra³a Pan kiedyœ stan¹³ nad brzegiem a
jej 4 letni braciszek recytowa³: Kto ty jesteœ - Polak ma³y…
12. Pan kiedyœ stan¹³ nad brzegiem… - 2.VI. 1991 - 20 lat…
- Za tê ³askê: Niech bêdzie b³ogos³awiony Bóg i Ojciec - 
- tu b³. Jan Pawe³ II rozwa¿a³ o II przykazaniu m.in. te s³owa: Drugie przykazanie powiada:
Nie bêdziesz bra³ imienia Pana Boga twego nadaremno. Zatem jeœli jesteœ chrzeœcijaninem,
niech to nie bêdzie wzywanie Imienia nadaremno. B¹dŸ chrzeœcijaninem naprawdê, nie tylko z
nazwy, nie b¹dŸ chrzeœcijaninem byle jakim.
- O takie umocnienie dziœ wszyscy zebrani pod przewodnictwem biskupa prosimy
- O serce pe³ne rozs¹dku do rozró¿niania dobra i z³a
-   B³. Jan Pawe³ II: Naród jest przede wszystkim bogaty ludŸmi
- niestety tylu na czele z prezydentem prof. L. Kaczyñskim straciliœmy pod Smoleñskiem…
13. Bóg z tymi, którzy Go mi³uj¹ wspó³dzia³a we wszystkim dla ich dobra
- Anna Jenke - nauczycielka z niedalekiego Jaros³awia - kandydatka na o³tarze przekazywa³a
uczniom: Byæ Polakiem to ¿yæ bosko i szlachetnie
- Harcmistrz Jagoda Kaczorowska - córka œp. Prezydenta Ryszarda: Byæ Polakiem to znaczy
z dum¹ i z mi³oœci¹ nosiæ Polskê w sercu zawsze i wszêdzie.
Rodacy - Przyjaciele!

¯yj tym! Oddychaj tym! Z najwy¿szej góry krzycz o tym!
A mo¿e lepiej bêdzie Ci jeœli bêdziesz œpiewa³ i tañczy³,
Szczególnie tu w Rzeszowie, w Polsce i na ca³ym œwiecie!

ZPRKA przyzna³o stypendia.
Gratulujemy studentom, którzy otrzymali stypendia! - lista na str. 12.
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Jesteœmy niezmiernie dumni, i¿ mo¿emy poinformowaæ, ¿e
kolejny nasz cz³onek, Tomasz Lugowski, uczeñ Polskiej Szko³y im.
Maximiliana Kolbe w Chicago, Illinois zosta³ laureatem w konkursie
"Byæ Polakiem".

Pani Dyrektor tej szko³y informuje uczniów o konkursie i zachêca
do wziêcia udzia³u.  Uczniowie s³uchaj¹ uwa¿nie, ale niewielka iloœæ
siê zg³asza.  Ró¿ne pytania cisn¹ siê do g³owy: jaki temat, jaka forma
przekazu, koniec roku szkolnego i czy wogóle warto?  Ale Tomek z
entuzjazmem zabiera siê do pracy.  Pracuje wytrwale. Koñczy pracê i
jest zadowolony.  Z niecierpliwoœci¹ czeka na wyniki konkursu. 

Otrzymuje list gratulacyjny od organizatorów konkursu.
Zwyciêstwo!  Nieopisana radoœæ.  W tym momencie odpowiada na
pytanie -- czy by³o warto?

Tomasz zostaje jednym z laureatów w grupie multimedialnej, w
wieku 13-15 lat.  Temat pracy “Co to znaczy byæ Polakiem kiedy

¿yje siê poza Polsk¹”.  Praca wykonana w formie filmu/wywiadu.
Tomasz jest uczniem Polskiej Szko³y im. Maximiliana Kolbego w Chicago.  Szko³ê podstawow¹

ukoñczy³ z wyró¿nieniem i stypendium im. Jana Kuli.  Uczêszcza do Taft High School w Chicago IB
program.  W 2010 roku bra³ udzia³ w konkursie science fair na szczeblu stanu i zdoby³ z³oty dyplom.
Interesuje siê technologi¹, gra na klarnecie, bierze udzia³ w konkursach plastycznych organizowanych
przez Muzeum Polskie.  Pracuje spo³ecznie dla parafii Œw. Konstancji.  Jest cz³onkiem Towarzystwa
#1616 ZPRKA oraz nale¿y do ZNP.

Konkurs "Byæ Polakiem" by³ organizowany w Polsce przez presti¿owe organizacje i wa¿ne
osobistoœci dla m³odzie¿y polonijnej.  Bra³y w nim udzia³ dzieci i m³odzie¿ polinijna z 12 krajów.
Nades³ano 317 prac!  Z tego nagrodzonych zosta³o 23.  Prace by³y oceniane przez 20-osobowe jury z
15 krajów.  Zwyciêzcy zostali zaproszeni na uroczyst¹ galê która odby³a siê w Warszawie w
wyj¹tkowym, pe³nym historii i tradycji Zamku Królewskim.  Nagrod¹ by³ 2-tygodniowy pobyt w
Polsce.

Tomasz -- wytrwa³oœæ i rzetelna praca to cechy dobrego charakteru, a ludzie z charakterem to
ludzie sukcesu.

Gratulujemy jeszcze raz wspania³ego osi¹gniêcia.  Niech bêdzie ono inspiracj¹ do dalszej pracy.
¯yczymy sukcesów w szkole i realizacji marzeñ.  Cieszymy siê razem z Tob¹.

Tomasz Lugowski

Gratulacje Tomasz Lugowski!
Kolejny cz³onek ZPRKA laureatem konkursu “Byæ Polakiem”

Wra¿enia z Polski
Gdzie ta Polska, któr¹ zna³em?

Tam siê urodzi³em i wychowa³em.
By³y to lata te szkolne m³ode

Choæ pod komuny by³y przewodem.
¯yczliwi ludzie tam te¿ mieszkali,

Którzy by serce swe ci oddali.
Gdzie jest ten jêzyk prawdziwy polski?

Którym mówi³y nawet i wioski.
Ja na wiosce siê wychowa³em 

Tê mowê polsk¹ zapamiêta³em.
Rok dwutysiêczny ju¿ min¹³ z hakiem
A ja siê wstydzê, ¿e jestem Polakiem.

To nie ta mowa co wspominaj¹
“Polacy nie gêsi lecz swój jêzyk maj¹”.
Ja z góry bardzo pañstwa przepraszam
Ta mowa polska to mnie przestrasza.

Czy to po polsku? “I am sorry”
Kto keidy s³ysza³ takie utwory?

Czy weekend to te¿ polskie s³owo?
Czy to jest tylko tak na ludowo.

Mo¿e ja jestem zbyt staroœwiecki
Dlaczego mieszaæ polski z angielskim?

Znam i rozumiem angilelskie s³owa 
Gdy s³yszê je w polskim, boli mnie g³owa.

Dlaczego media polskie kochane
O mowie polskiej zapominaj¹?

Thanks, s³yszysz zamiast dziêkujê
Te s³owa w³aœnie polski nasz psuj¹.

S¹ polskie ksi¹¿ki teraz pisane
Dlaczego angielskie s³owa s¹ tam wstawiane?

S³ów tych nie kupisz w supermarkiecie
Nie jest to polskie, sami to wiecie.

Wiesz o tym dobrze mój mi³y bracie
Cytryna dobra w mocnej herbacie.
Teraz lemonk¹ zaczyna byæ zwana

I polska mowa z angielsk¹ zmieszana.
Wa¿ny swój moment chcesz uczciæ kolego

Wiêc s³uchaj stary choæ na jednego.
Szydercza odpowiedŸ “No” ja dziêkujê

Ja teraz nie pijê tylko drinkujê.
By³em wypity, czy by³em na haju
Dlaczego te s³owa ci¹gle mieszaj¹?

OK, OK zaraz ktoœ powie - 
To znaczy dobrze w potocznej mowie.

Dobrze, ¿e jêzyk angielski w Stanach pozna³em
To z ³atwoœci¹ w Polsce siê dogada³em.

Janusz Frankowicz, 2011
Tow. 1034, 1622

Zakon Rycerzy Kolumba odkupi Centurm Jana Paw³a II

Waszyngton, DC - W czasie dorocznego Zjazdu Zakonu Rycerzy Kolumba, który odby³ siê w
Denver, w Kolorado, w dniach 2-4 sierpnia 2011 r., najwy¿szy rycerz Zakonu, Carl A. Anderson,
oznajmi³, ¿e Zakon zamierza kupiæ Centrum Kulturalne Jana Paw³a II w Waszyngtonie od koœcielnej
fundacji, która od dziesiêciu lat zmaga siê z jego prowadzeniem. Centrum powsta³o w znacznej mierze
ze sk³adek Polonii amerykañskiej, jednak wielomilionowe straty i spadek zainteresowania ze strony
zwiedzaj¹cych spowodowa³y, i¿ Centrum Kultury im. Jana Paw³a II prze¿ywa³o trudnoœci finansowe i
istnia³o zagro¿enie, ¿e oœrodek zostanie zamkniêty, a budynek sprzedany.

Koncepcja powstania Centrum zawi¹za³a siê podczas spotkania Jana Paw³a II z biskupem
Adamem Maid¹ w 1988 roku.  Budowa centrum rozpoczê³a siê w 1997 r. i zosta³a ukoñczona i
uroczyœcie otwarta w marcu 2001 r.  Centrum powsta³o na obszarze 4,9 ha przylegaj¹cych do
Uniwersytetu Katolickiego Ameryki (the Catholic University of America) oraz Bazyliki Niepokalanego
Poczêcia.  Budowa obiektu kosztowa³a oko³o 75 mln dolarów.  

Centrum Kulturalne Jana Paw³a II w Waszyngtonie, ³¹czy³o rolê muzeum Papie¿a-Polaka z
funkcjami instytutu badawczo-edukacyjnego.  W muzeum wystawiane by³y dzie³a sztuki pochodz¹ce z
Muzeum Watykañskiego oraz prezentowane by³y interaktywne wystawy dotycz¹ce religii, wiary,
duchowoœci. 

Ze wzglêdów bud¿etowych od 2006 r. zaprzestano organizowania w nim muzeum wystaw. W
sierpniu ub. roku wstêpne porozumienie z archidiecezj¹ waszyngtoñsk¹, wyra¿aj¹ce zamiar kupna
obiektu, podpisa³y siostry ze Zgromadzenia Sióstr Dominikanek Maryi Matki Eucharystii z Ann Arbor
w stanie Michigan, które zamierza³y wykorzystaæ pomieszczenia Centrum do zakwaterowania
zakonnic studiuj¹cych na Uniwersytecie Katolickim.  PóŸniej jednak Zgromadzenie wycofa³o siê z
planów zakupu, gdy¿ transakcja przekracza³a mo¿liwoœci finansowe zakonu.  

Zakon Rycerzy Kolumba ma zamiar przekszta³ciæ Centrum w Sanktuarium im. B³ogos³awionego
Papie¿a Jana Paw³a II i Muzeum Dziedzictwa Katolickiego.  Bêdzie doskona³ym miejscem, w którym
pielgrzymi bêd¹ mogli siê skupiæ na modltiwie i uczestniczyæ w nabo¿eñstwach.  W planach jest tak¿e
rozszerzenie ekspozycji poœwiêconych Janowi Paw³owi II oraz organizowanie imprez kulturalnych.

Zakon ma nadziejê, ¿e transakcja kupna sprzeda¿y tego oœrodka jest dobra dla koœcio³a, dobra dla
Zakonu, dobra dla Centrum Jana Paw³a II oraz tych wszystkich, którzy Centrum wspierali. Zgodnie z
umow¹ Rycerze Kolumba zap³ac¹ Archidiecezji Detroickiej, która finansowa³a Centrum, $20 mln za
budynek oraz $2,7 mln Uniwersytetowi Katolickiemu, który sfinansowa³ kupno gruntu, na którym
stanê³o Centrum. 

(dok. ze str. 19) przedsiêwziêcie i za jego ogromny wk³ad pracy, za piêkn¹ i
niepowtarzaln¹ choreografiê wszystkich koncertów.  Koncerty by³y zgrane,
dopracowane oraz "zapiête na ostatni guzik".  Nie mogê pomin¹æ p. Andrzeja
Dyzywskiego, naszego pilota, który przez ca³¹ dobê zawsze s³u¿y³ pomoc¹ i
rad¹.  Zadba³, byœmy na czas wszêdzie zd¹¿yli, mieli dobre miejsca, zawsze
s³u¿y³ parasolem, gdy zapomieliœmy swojego.  Bardzo sobie ceniê przyjaŸñ i
wyrozumia³oœæ p. Dyzywskiego oraz p. Grudnia.  Dziêkujê p. Dyzywskiemu
za œliczny bukiet ró¿, który w imieniu swoim i jego uroczej ¿ony Ma³gosi,
ofiarowa³ mi w dniu moich imienin.  Wspominaj¹c o moich imieninach,
pragnê podziêkowaæ wszystkim za Wasza pamiêæ, ¿yczenia i prezenty, za te
kilkakrotnie odœpiewane STO LAT.  Mi³o mi by³o byæ goœciem honorowym
wœród tylu przyjació³ i to z ca³ego œwiata - nigdy, a¿ tyle goœci na swoich
imieninach nie mia³am!  Mam nadziejê, ¿e uda mi siê Wam wszystkim
odwdziêczyæ.

Dla mnie by³ to festiwal pe³en wzruszeñ i emocji, pe³en wra¿eñ i
wspania³ych, niezapomnianych wspomnieñ.  Moje serce bi³o mocno i nieraz z
oczu p³ynê³y ³zy radoœci, a na zakoñczenie ³zy smutku, ¿e to ju¿ koniec i
musimy poczekaæ do 2014 roku na nastêpny Festiwal w Rzeszowie!

Koñczê Hymnem Polonii:
"Ju¿ was ¿egnam, niskie strzechy,
Ojców naszych chatki,
Ju¿ was ¿egnam bez powrotu
Ojcowie i Matki.
Marsz, marsz Polonia, Marsz, dzielny narodzie
Odpoczniemy po swej pracy
W ojczystej zagrodzie."

Do zobaczenia w nastêpnych ³amach gazetki.
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polonijne, tancerze Polonijnego Studium
Choreograficznego oraz Rzeszowski
Zespó³ Taneczny.  Mimo deszczowej
pogody publicznoœæ nie zawiod³a
naszych tancerzy i tysi¹ce oklaskiwa³o
wystêpy.  W tym samym czasie odby³
siê Kiermasz Sztuki Ludowej i
Rzemios³a Artystycznego z ró¿nych
regionów Polski.  Tak¿e w teatrze
"Maska" odby³o siê spotkanie z
kierownikami i przedstawicielami
polonijnych zespo³ów z w³adzami miasta i zaproszonymi goœæmi.  Mieliœmy okazjê skosztowaæ
przysmaki kuchni polskiej, przede wszystkim z regionu podkarpackiego.  Wieczorem w
miasteczku festiwalowym Politechniki Rzeszowskiej, odby³a siê zabawa dla uczestników
festiwalu.  Sto³ówka by³a przystrojona na ludowo, a Ko³a Gospodyñ podkarpackich
miejscowoœci w piêknych kolorowych strojach ludowych, przygotowa³y regionalne pyszne i
domowe jedzonko.  Wymieniê tylko kilka - by³y ró¿ne pierogi i piero¿ki oraz  barszczyk,
gulasz, bigosik i ogórki prosto z beczki, domowy smalec ze skwarkami i cebulk¹ oraz miód
pszczeli z wiejskim chlebem, by³ te¿ kompot z owoców leœnych, rogaliki z makiem, p¹czki,
ciasta i ciasteczka - wszystkiego do wyboru i humoru - wszyscy zachwycaliœmy siê cudownymi
smakami.   Nastêpnie nasi tancerze wyruszyli na parkiet do wspólnego tañca, zaczynaj¹c od

tradycyjnego oberka
do rytmów
" M a k a r e n y " .
U c z e s t n i c y
festiwalu pokazali,
¿e Polacy z ca³ego
œwiata, poprzez
wspólny taniec z
dyskotek¹ w³¹cznie,
mog¹ siê œwietnie
bawiæ i zarazem siê
jednoczyæ.  By³a to
œwietna okazja do

integracji wszystkich uczestników.  Nastêpnego dnia odby³y siê ró¿ne próby, od  koncertowych
przegl¹dów poprzez wyjazdowe wi¹zanki zaprezentowane podczas najwa¿niejszych koncertów
na ziemi podkarpackiej - Tarnobrzegu, Jaros³awiu, Sanoku i Iwoniczu Zdroju. 

Jak na ka¿dym festiwalu, uroczyste otwarcie i b³ogos³awieñstwo z msz¹ œw. w intencji
Polonii oraz ich rodzin odby³o siê w Katedrze Rzeszowskiej
Najœw. Serca Pana Jezusa.  We mszy œw. brali udzia³
uczestnicy festiwalu oraz zaproszeni goœcie, w³adze miasta i
województwa oraz Stowarzyszenia "Wspólnota Polska".   Z
ka¿dego kraju, który bra³ udzia³ w festiwalu,  przedstawiciele
trzymali flagê swojego kraju stoj¹c przed g³ównym o³tarzem.
Zebranych przywita³ ks. bp. Diecezji Rzeszowskiej Kazimierz
Górny s³owami: "Jesteœcie u siebie, bo tu jest wasz dom".
Fragmenty liturgii œw. przeczytali tancerze - a miêdzy innymi
- Kalina Dziadkowiec z "Weso³ego Ludu".  Kazanie wyg³osi³
ks. Stanis³aw S³owik, dyrektor Rzeszowskiej Caritas i
duszpasterz oddzia³u "Wspólnoty Polskiej" (na str. 16 mo¿na

przeczytacie treœæ kazania).  W czasie mszy œw. Zespó³ Pieœni i
Tañca "Polonia" zaœpiewa³ wzruszajac¹ pieœñ "Czarna
Madonna", kóra na d³ugo pozostanie nam w sercach. 

Po mszy œw. zespo³y rozjecha³y siê na koncerty do
wspomnianych wy¿ej miasteczek, gdzie tancerze mogli siê
zapoznaæ z przepiêknymi krajobrazami, ciekawymi zabytkami i

magicznymi zak¹tkami ziemi podkarpackiej.  Koncert tak¿e odbywa³ siê na rzeszowskim rynku.
Organizatorzy miejscowoœci, w których odbywa³y siê koncerty, zorganizowali te¿ zapoznanie
siê z okolicznymi mieszkañcami, w³adzami miasteczek i okolic¹, sztuk¹ ludow¹ oraz
regionalnym jad³em.  Mimo kapryœnej pogody, która akurat panowa³a w czasie festiwalu,
wszêdzie gdzie wystepowa³y nasze zespo³y, by³y  mile witane  i oklaskiwane przy licznym
udziale widzów. 

W dniach przed dwoma najwa¿niejszymi koncertami, odbywa³y siê próby.  Tak¿e
odbywa³y sie spotkania delegacji zespo³ów z kierownictwem Stowarzyszenia "Wspólnota
Polska", na których specjalnym odznaczeniem zosta³a uhonorowana p. Cecylia Ro¿nowska,
za³o¿ycielka Zespo³u Pieœni i Tañca "Polonia" z Chicago za jej specjalne zas³ugi w
pielêgnowaniu tradycji polskich za granic¹.  Pani Celince serdecznie gratulujemy i ¿yczymy
dalszej owocnej
pracy w zdrowiu i
r a d o œ c i !
N a s t ê p n e
spotkanie odby³o
siê z w³adzami
w o j e w ó d z t w a ,
z a p r o s z o n y m i
goœæmi i
organizatorami,
na którym ka¿dy
zespó³ otrzyma³
statuetkê za

Drodzy Czytelnicy,
Za tym wielkim oceanem, tam gdzie w Ba³tyku szumi¹ jasne wody,
tam gdzie krêta Wis³a w polskie morze p³ynie,
tam gdzie wij¹ siê srebne strumyki i liczne jeziora œwiec¹,
tam gdzie stercz¹ góry, przepiêkne doliny i ró¿nokolorowe polany, 
tam gdzie dziwnym g³osem szumi¹ stare bory i zielone lasy,
tam gdzie  na zielonej ³¹ce rosn¹ ¿ó³te kaczeñce, rechocz¹ ¿aby i chodz¹ bociany, 
tam gdzie ³any zbó¿ siê k³aniaj¹, 
tam gdzie chabry i czerwone maki nam machaj¹,
tam gdzie przy drodze s¹ p³acz¹ce wierzby,
tam gdzie s³ychaæ odg³os dzwonów, a na rozdro¿u kapliczka stoi,  
tam gdzie w wierze naszych dziadków nasza mama siê chowa³a, 
tam w piêknym kraju i ukochanym kraju Matki mej - w Polsce, 
to w³aœnie tam w województwie podkarpackim, 
w stolicy polskiego folkloru w uroczym Rzeszowie, w lipcu 2011 roku
odby³ siê XV Œwiatowy Festiwal Polonijnych Zespo³ów Folklorystycznych!

Tancerze z polonijnych zespo³ów pieœni i tañca z ca³ego œwiata z niecierpliwoœci¹ czekali
na ten festiwal przez ostatnie 3 lata.  Organizatorami festiwalu jest Stowarzyszenie "Wspólnota
Polska" pod dyrekcj¹ dyrektora festiwalu Mariusza Grudnia, urz¹d miasta Rzeszów, urz¹d
marsza³kowski woj. podkarpackiego.  Patronat Honorowy nad festiwalem sprawowa³ Bogdan
Borusiewicz, marsza³ek Senatu Rzeczpospolitej Polskiej.  Do Rzeszowa przyjecha³y 42 zespo³y,
oko³o 1500 tancerzy z 16 krajów œwiata.  Festiwal to wielkie œwiêto tañca, œpiewu i muzyki,
gdzie mo¿na zaprezentowaæ swój dorobek twórczy, obejrzeæ wystepy innych polonijnych
zespo³ów, zapoznaæ nowych przyjació³, wymieniæ swoje doœwiadczenia i razem siê zabawiæ.  

Festiwal rozpocz¹³ siê korowodem przez ulice œrodmieœcia miasta Rzeszowa.  Barwny,
tañcz¹cy i œpiewaj¹cy korowód sk³ada³ siê z 42 polonijnych zespo³ów z ró¿nych zak¹tków
œwiata.   By³ on  gor¹co oklaskiwany przez mieszkanców oraz goœci z ró¿nych regionów Polski i
œwiata, którzy specjalnie przyjechali do Rzeszowa na t¹ okazjê.  Po przemarszu, wszyscy
udaliœmy siê na Rynek, gdzie znajdowa³a siê g³ówna scena.  Uroczystego aktu otwarcia oraz

powitania uczestników festiwalu dokona³ dyrektor Festiwalu Mariusz Grudzieñ.  Przy tym
oficjalnym przywitaniu odœpiewane zosta³y: Hejna³ Festiwalu, Hymn Polski oraz Hymn Polonii.
Nastêpnie g³os zabrali przedstawiciele w³adz oraz specjalnie zaproszeni goœcie - miêdzy innymi

pose³ Joanna
F a b i s i a k ,
m a r s z a ³ e k
G r z e g o r z
S c h e t y n a ,
p r e z e s
Stowarzyszenia
" W s p ó l n o t a
Polska" Longin
Komo³owski ,
m a r s z a ³ e k
województwa
Podkaparckiego
- Miros³aw
Karapyta.  Nie

mogê pomin¹æ prezydenta miasta Rzeszowa, Tadeusza Ferenc, który z wielkim entuzjazmem
powita³ nas i wypowiedzia³ s³owa, na które wszyscy czekaliœmy - "XV Œwiatowy Festiwal
Polonijnych Zespo³ów Folklorystycznych uwa¿am za otwarty" i który przekaza³ klucze do bram
miasta zespo³owi
PIAST ze Szwecji.
Nastêpnie na
estradzie rynku
odby³ siê koncert
powitalny "Z
pieœni¹ do was
p r z y c h o d z i m y ,
pieœni¹ piêknie siê
k ³ a n i a m y " .
Wyst¹pi³y zespo³y

Za³o¿ycielka i wieloletni
choreograf “Polonii”, p.

Cecylia Ro¿nowska
otrzyma³a wyró¿nienie,

obok. p. Mariusz Grudzieñ.

Zespo³y ZPRKA w przemarszu ulicami Rzeszowa: Weso³y Lud i Polonia.

Uroczystego powitania uczestników festiwalu dokona³ p. Mariusz
Grudzieñ (l). Z prawej - przekazanie kluczy do miasta zespo³owi “Piast”.

Uczestnicy festiwalu byli lektorami w czasie mszy.

Pierwsze wystêpy w ró¿nych miastach - “Polonia” zatañczy³a 
w Sanoku.

Na scenie “Weso³y Lud”.

Patrz¹c przez okienko...

Anna Soko³owska, wiceprezeska
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potem by³y tañce prawie z ka¿dego regionu
Polski.  Zespo³y naszej organizacji
zaprezentowali: "Wesoly Lud" -
wschodniego krakowiaka, a "Polonia" -
tañce Warmiñskie.  Œliczne dziewczyny,
przystojni ch³opcy, piêkne melodie, œpiewy,
niezwykle urokliwe uk³ady choreograficzne,
sprawily, ¿e publicznoœæ zgromadzona da³a
siê ponieœæ nastrojowi chwili, czyli wesela.
By³y oklaski i radoœæ oraz ³zy wzruszenia w
czasie tradycyjnych obrzêdow zaœlubin.
Najwiêkszym wzruszeniem dla nas to by³a
niespodzianka.  Otó¿, na zakoñczenie
koncertu poproszono na scenê z zespo³u "Weso³y Lud" dwoje tancerzy - Kalinê Dziadkowiec i
£ukasza Gorczycê.  Wœród tysi¹ca widzów i tysi¹ca telewidzów, £ukasz klêkn¹³ na kolano i
poprosi³ o rêkê zupe³nie nie spodziewaj¹c¹ siê  Kalinê.   Zaskoczona, ze ³zami w oczach Kalina
przyjê³a jego oœwiadczyny przy g³oœnej owacji widzów.  Nastêpnie z ma³ego pude³eczka £ukasz
wyci¹gn¹³ pierœcionek i w³o¿y³ Kalinie na palec.  Mi³¹ niespodziank¹ by³o te¿, ¿e na t¹ wa¿n¹
chwilê przylecieli z Chicago rodzice £ukasza.  Takich oœwiadczyn nikt siê nie spodziewa³.
Wiwatów, oklasków i gratulacji nie by³o koñca.  Dodam, ¿e Kalina i £ukasz tañcz¹ od wielu lat
w zespole "Weso³y Lud", tak jak i w tañcu i tak poza tañcem, s¹ nieroz³¹czni.  My te¿ siê
do³¹czamy do gratulacji i przesy³amy moc najserdeczniejszych ¿yczeñ i czekamy na wesele -
mo¿e w Rzeszowie na nastêpnym festiwalu??? 

Koncert Galowy zakoñczy³ siê radosnym i œwietnie skoordynowanym tañcem wszystkich
tancerzy.  Oko³o 1500 tancerzy tañczy³o nie tylko na scenie, ale i przed scen¹ - by³ to widok
rewelacyjny - ca³a ziemia a¿ dr¿a³a od kroków tanecznych.  Ten widok zapiera³ dech w piersi z
dumy i osi¹gniêæ naszych tancerzy.  Po¿egnalne s³owa wyg³osi³ ks. bp Kazimierz Górny, w
których nadmieni³, ¿e Polska kocha Poloniê i Polonia kocha Polskê!  A marsza³ek
Województwa Podkarpackiego podkreœli³ w swoim przemówieniu: “¿e oprócz wesela, s¹
zawsze poprawiny i organizatorzy festiwalu zapraszaj¹ wszystkich za 3 lata"!  Tak samo
wypowiedzia³ siê dyrektor festiwalu Mariusz Grudzieñ - wszystkim serdecznie dziêkuj¹c za
przybycie do Rzeszowa - do Kraju Matki Mej. 

Po zgaœniêciu œwiate³ na scenie, myœleliœmy, ¿e to koniec, ale nie!  W miasteczku
festiwalowym pe³ni pozytywnej energii, ju¿ bez strojów ludowych, wszyscy bawili siê i tañczyli
przy rytmach brazylijskich bêbnów.  To chyba by³y najwspanialsze momenty festiwalu, nikt nie
czu³ siê zmêczony, ka¿dy siê bawi³, wymienia³ adresy i w tanecznym kroku powtarza³ -
napewno spotkamy siê za trzy lata! 

Pragnê dodaæ, ¿e prezes ZPRKA Joseph Drobot z ¿on¹ Judy tak¿e przyby³ na ten festiwal,
by³a to jego pierwsza wizyta w Polsce.  By³ zachwycony i oczarowany Polsk¹, a przede
wszystkim festiwalem i ju¿ robi plany, aby byæ na nastêpnym festiwalu w Polsce! 

W imieniu ZPRKA pragnê serdecznie podziêkowac naszym zespo³om i dyrekcji oraz
rodzicom, za ich ciê¿ka pracê, za wspania³e wystêpy, za niezapomniane chwile i wra¿enia.

Choreografom dziêkuje i chylê czo³a - za Wasz¹ ciê¿k¹ pracê, za
dopracowanie uk³adów tanecznych, za dobry poziom artystyczny.
Ka¿dy obrót g³owy, d³oni, nóg, ka¿dy krok, by³ dok³adnie i
perfekcyjnie dopracowany i to wszystko tworzy³o harmonijn¹
piekn¹ ca³oœæ uk³adu - to wszystko dziêki Waszej ciê¿kiej pracy, a
tak¿e zespo³u.  Wasza praca zosta³a doceniona burz¹ oklasków przez
publicznoœæ.  Dziêkujê naszej m³odzie¿y, za ich cierpliwoœæ, za ich
chêæ w dzisiejszych czasach do tañczenia polskich tañców
ludowych.  Dziêkujê za Wasze wywiady w telewizji i w radiu,
dziêkuje za Wasz¹ dumê, ¿e nale¿ycie do naszej organizacji, o której
w ka¿dym wywiadzie wspominaliœcie.  Specjalne podziêkowania dla
rodziców, którzy wpajaj¹ w swoje dzieci uszanowanie i mi³oœæ do
polskiej tradycji. 

Dodam jeszcze, ¿e takie festiwale s¹ nam potrzebne.  Tak jak
Misia Jamiñski z zespo³u "Weso³y Lud" wspomnia³a w wywiadach -

dla nas i naszych tancerzy festiwal w Rzeszowie to jak Olimpiada.  Przygotowujemy siê do niej
od chwili powrotu, aby za trzy lata mo¿na by³o wyst¹piæ w Rzeszowie.  To tutaj w Rzeszowie
mo¿emy siê pochwaliæ naszymi umiejêtnoœciami tanecznymi i wokalnymi i podwy¿szyæ nasz
poziom jaki ju¿ osiêgnêliœmy i rozwijaæ siê jeszcze bardziej jak dotychczas.  To w Rzeszowie
przekazujemy widzom moc niezapomnianych wra¿eñ i pozytywnych emocji.  To w Rzeszowie
nasze zespo³y otrzymuj¹ bardzo podchlebne opinie oraz liczne gratulacje, co pomaga naszej
m³odzie¿y, aby dalej kontynuowaæ taniec ludowy i przekazywaæ t¹ bogat¹ tradycjê nastêpnym
pokoleniom.  Po takim “wra¿eniu festiwalowym" nasi tancerze, nasza polonijna m³odzie¿ jest
duma ze swojego pochodzenia.  To nasze polonijne zespo³y z wielkim entuzjazmem pe³ni¹
funkcjê ambasadora naszej polskiej kultury w œwiecie.  

Pragnê serdecznie podziêkowaæ wszystkim organizatorom festiwalu.  W czasie naszego
pobytu na festiwalu, czuliœmy Wasz¹ przyjaŸñ, dobroæ, zainteresowanie, ciep³¹ atmosferê, a
przede wszystkim dziêkujemy za Wasz¹ goœcinnoœæ.  Festiwal by³ wspaniale zorganizowany,
by³a cudowna atmosfera, a poziom zespo³ów przewy¿sza³ wszystkie nasze oczekiwania.
Zawsze bêdziemy  go wspominaæ z wielkim sentymentem i wdziêcznoœci¹.

Osobiœcie pragnê serdecznie podziêkowaæ Stowarzyszeniu "Wspólnota Polska" za
zaproszenie.  Specjalne podziêkowania sk³adam organizatorom festiwalu - p. Wiesi Czarnocie,
Piotrowi Kowalskiemu i wszystkim z oddzia³u “Wspólnoty Polskiej” w Rzeszowie, a przede
wszystkim p. Mariuszowi Grudniowi.  Dziêkujê p. Grudniowi za jego cierpliwoœæ, ¿e zawsze
by³ dostêpny i zawsze stara³ siê pomóc, dziêkujê za jego serce i przyjaŸñ. Dziêkujê za jego mi³e
s³owa, za zorganizowanie wywiadów w radiu i w telewizji dla naszych tancerzy i dyrekcji
zespo³ów oraz dla mnie.  Serdeczne podziêkowanie i du¿e BRAWA dla utalentowanego
choreografa festiwalu - p. Janusza Chojeckiego.  Dziêkujemy za jego du¿e (dok. na str. 17)

udzia³ w festiwalu
oraz pami¹tki z
Rzeszowa i woj.
p o d k a r p a c k i e g o .
Osobiœcie mia³am tez
okazjê udzieliæ
wywiadu w telewizji
i radiu oraz z grup¹
VIP zwiedziæ woj.
podkarpackie - m.in.
zak³ady elektryczne,
winiarniê, muzea,
skansen w Sanoku
oraz skansen
"Karpacka Troja" w
Trzcinicy ko³o Jas³a
- jeden z
n a j w i ê k s z y c h
p a r k ó w
archeologicznych w
Europie.   Zwiedziliœmy te¿ piêkne, zabytkowe i jedno z najstarszych miast regionu - Przemyœl.
Dziêkujemy p. Jadwidze Duda za zorganizowanie naszego pobytu w Przemyœlu i jej goœcinoœæ

oraz wiedzê o tym uroczym mieœcie.
Zwiedziliœmy koœcio³y, klasztory i cerkwie,
muzeum dzwonów i fajek, kopiec Tatarski
oraz zamek.  Goœciliœmy w Ratuszu.
Serdecznie dziêkujemy organizatorom za
zorganizowanie tych  wycieczek.  Dodam
tak¿e, ¿e w tym rejonie Polska siê buduje, a
przede wszystkim powstaje sieæ drogowa.

W czasie festiwalu odby³y siê dwa
najwa¿niejsze i najpiêkniejsze koncerty -
Koncert Tañców i Pieœni Krajów
Zamieszkania oraz Koncert Galowy.  W
koncercie Krajów Zamieszkania - pt. "Hej,
przyjechali goœcie" zespo³y pokaza³y
publicznoœci tañce krajów swojego
zamieszkania.  Ach, co to by³ za koncert!!

Na parê godzin zespo³y zabra³y nas do swoich krajów i miêdzy innymi zobaczyliœmy: prosto z
Pary¿a taniec - szybki kolorowy, spontaniczny, który wzbudza³ entuzjazm publicznoœci -

kankan; z Australii western "Cotton-Eye-
Joe" oraz œpiewy "Waltzing Matylda".
Z Brazylii - w rytmach i barwnych
strojach karnawa³u podziwialiœmy
sambê, z Chicago - "Weso³y Lud"
zatañczy³ skoczn¹ i  pe³n¹ pozytywnej
energi - Polkê Chicagowsk¹ z lat 40-
tych, a zespó³ "Polonia" zatañczy³
energiczny taniec "Western Polka".
Mi³o by³o widzieæ naszych

roztañczonych i uœmiechniêtych od ucha
do ucha tancerzy.  Mnie siê nawet ³ezka
w oku zakrêci³a podziwiaj¹c nasze
zespo³y oraz zespo³y z innych zak¹tków
œwiata, a ka¿dy zespó³ zatañczy³ coœ
innego i by³o co podziwiaæ.

Ostatnim koncertem by³ Koncert
Galowy.  Specjalnym goœciem Koncertu
Galowego by³ marszalek Senatu Bogdan
Borusiewicz.  Koncert Galowy by³
zatytu³owany "Polskie Wesele".  Otó¿
tu¿ przed festiwalem m³oda para
tancerzy zespo³u "Karolinka" z Wielkiej

Brytanii, którzy zapoznali siê kilka lat temu na festiwalu, wziê³a œlub w Polsce.  Aby uczciæ to
wa¿ne wydarzenie, organizatorzy festiwalu wpadli na pomys³, aby wszystkim uczestnikom
festiwalu oraz widzom przedstawiæ t¹ wa¿n¹ uroczystoœæ.  Wszyscy czuliœmy siê jak byœmy byli
na prawdziwym wiejskim weselu z wieloma tradycjami i obrzêdami weselnymi.  By³ orszak
weselny, powitanie pary m³odej przez rodziców - tradycyjnie chlebem i sol¹, (w roli m³odej pary
wyst¹pili prawdziwi nowo¿eñcy), b³ogos³awieñstwo, rozpakowanie prezentów, które otrzymali
od zespo³ow.  By³y te¿ oczepiny,
gdzie tancerze zapalili œwiece i
wœród œwiat³a œwiec panna m³oda
symbolicznie przechodzi³a ze
stanu panieñskiego w zamê¿ny i
na g³owê zamiast panieñskiego
wianka w³o¿ono jej czepiec.

Ka¿dy zespó³ przygotowa³
piêkne polskie tañce narodowe i
regionalne.  Koncert rozpocz¹³
siê tradycyjnym Polonezem,

Koncert Galowy - inscenizacja 
“Polskiego wesela”.

Choreografowie i dyrektorzy Polish Folk Dance Asociation of
America na festiwalu.  Przy stole (l-p): Thomas i Donna Skurski,
Mariusz Grudzieñ i choreografowie “Weso³ego Ludu” pp. Misia

i Ryszard Jamiñscy (z prawej).  Drugi rz¹d: prezes ZPRKA
Joseph Drobot z ¿on¹ Judy, wiceprezeska ZPRKA Anna Soko³owska,

Mary Kay Stuvland, Majka Suroz, Mary Smigielski, Malgorzata
£yda, Ela Kapica, Halina Misterka (archiwistka PMA).  Trzeci rz¹d
(l-p) Mariusz Bernatowicz, Danusia Misthal, Margaret Pasanowic,

Mark Sokolowski, Konrad Kasparek, Edziu Rajtar.

L-p: Anna Soko³owski, Joseph Drobot, Anna
Krysiñski (dyrektorka zespo³u “Polonia”,

Judy Drobot, Ryszard Jamiñski, Mark
Soko³owski, Misia Jamiñski, Halina Misterka.

Wspaniali tancerze zespo³ów ZPRKA: “Polonia”
(u góry) i “Weso³y Lud”.

Delegacja udaj¹ca siê na cmentarz by z³o¿yæ kwiaty na
grobach nestorów festiwali tañca ludowego.

Zarêczeni na festiwalu:
Kalina Dziadkowiec 
i £ukasz Gorczyca.
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Chicago powita³o nowych biskupów
10 sierpnia, w katedrze Œwiêtego

Imienia przy zbiegu ulic State i Superior
w œródmieœciu Chicago, J.E. ks. Andrzej
Wypych oraz J.E. ks. Alberto Rojas
zostali wyœwiêceni na biskupów
pomocniczych Archidiecezji Chicago.
G³ównym celebransem i konsekratorem
by³ arcybiskup Chicago, kardyna³
Francis George OMI.
Wspó³konsekratorami byli: ks. Józef
Guzdek, biskup polowy Ordynariatu
Wojska Polskiego i ks. Gustavo Garci-
Siller M.Sp.S, arcybiskup San Antonio.
W koncelebrze uczestniczy³o 33
biskupów i ok. dwustu duchownych.

Uroczystoœæ rozpoczêla procesja, w
której udzia³ wziêli wszyscy obecni

duchowni.  Obrzêd œwiêceñ poprzedzi³a Ewangelia
oraz kazanie wyg³oszone przez ks. kard. F.
George’a.  Nastêpnie odœpiewano pieœñ “Veni
Creator Spiritus”, po czym przewodnicz¹cy Rady
Prezbiterów, ks. Jeremy Thomas, w imieniu
spo³ecznoœci katolickiej, poprosi³ o wyœwiêcenie
ksiêdza Wypycha i ksiêdza Rojasa na urz¹d biskupa.
Ksi¹dz pra³at John F. Canary, wikariusz generalny
Archidiecezji Chicago, odczyta³ list apostolski od
papie¿a Benedykta XVI, potwierdzaj¹cy
autentycznoœæ procesu wyboru kandydatów i
akceptacjê nowych biskupów przez Stolicê
Apostolsk¹.

Kandydaci wyznali wiernoœæ Koœcio³owi, a
nastêptnie padli na twarz przed o³tarzem.  Obecni w

koœciele odœpiewali Litaniê do Wszystkich Œwiêtych.  Po zakoñczeniu Litanii kandydaci zbli¿yli siê do
kard. George’a, który w milczeniu na³o¿y³ swoje d³onie na g³owy kandydatów.  Jest to staro¿ytny rytua³
Koœcio³a, który wyra¿a wylanie Ducha Œwiêtego i stanowi sedno obrzêdu wyœwiêcenia.  Równie¿
pozostali biskupi po kolei na³o¿yli rêce na g³owy nowych biskupów.  Kardyna³ George i biskupi ofiarowali
nastêpnie uroczyst¹ modlitwê konsekracji.  Podczas modlitwy nad g³owami nowych biskupów
umieszczono Ewangeliarze, symbolizuj¹ce si³ê S³owa Bo¿ego.

G³owy nowych biskupów namaszczone zosta³y olejem krzy¿ma, i ka¿dy otrzyma³ przedmioty
charakterystyczne dla jego duszpasterstwa: ksiêgê Ewangelii, jako symbol g³oszenia i nauczania, pierœcieñ
biskupi, jako symbol zaœlubin z Koœcio³em, oraz mitrê (liturgiczne nakrycie g³owy) wraz z pastora³em
symbolizuj¹cym rolê biskupa, czyli tego, który gromadzi i otacza opiek¹ lud Bo¿y. 

Na zakoñczenie oficjalnego rytua³u obecni biskupi uca³owali nowo wyœwiêconych biskupów w
policzek, oddaj¹c im czeœæ i witaj¹c w swoim gronie.  Przechodz¹c wœród ³aw koœcielnych, biskupi
Wypych i Rojas udzielili wiernim pierwszego biskupiego b³ogos³awieñstwa.

Po Mszy œwiêtej odby³o siê uroczyste przyjêcie w Arcybiskupim Centrum Quigley. 
Biskupi Wypych i Rojas otrzymali tytu³ pomocniczych biskupów, tzn. bêd¹ towarzyszyæ kardyna³owi

George w jego duszpasterskiej pracy dla Archidiecezji Chicago. 
W imieniu Zjednoczenia zarz¹d ZPRKA przes³a³ J.E. biskupowi Andrzejowi P. Wypychowi i J.E.

biskupowi Alberto Rojas gratulacje oraz najlepsze ¿yczenia obfitych ³ask Bo¿ych, œwiat³a Ducha Œwiêtego
oraz b³ogos³awieñstwa Pana w pos³udze pasterskiej.  Ad Multos Annos!

PROMOCJE W ZPRKA!

SPECJALNE PLANY UBEZPIECZENIOWE
KONIEC LATA

Wrzesieñ to miesi¹c poœwiêcony przekazowi informacji nt.
ubezpieczeñ na ¿ycie.  Chcemy w szczególny sposób zwróciæ
uwagê naszych cz³onków, jak wa¿ne jest posiadanie
odpowiedniego ubezpieczenia na ¿ycie, które w razie œmierci
ubezpieczonego, zabezpieczy rodzinie odpowiednie warunki

¿ycia.
W ramach promocji, we wrzeœniu
ZPRKA oferuje nowym cz³onkom
10% zni¿ki przy wykupie sta³ego

ubezpieczenia.
Wszyscy obecni cz³onkowie ZPRKA

oraz cz³onkowie ich rodzin, którzy w tych dwóch miesi¹cach
zdecyduj¹ siê na wykup nowej polisy ubezpieczeniowej dla
siebie lub cz³onka rodziny, otrzymaj¹ dodatkowo 5% zni¿ki,
czyli ogólnie otrzymaj¹ zni¿kê w wysokoœci 15%.

Powy¿sze zni¿ki przys³ugiwaæ bêd¹ osobom, które wykupi¹
jeden ze sta³ych planów ubezpieczeniowych:

Traditional Whole Life 
5 Year Limited Payment Whole Life
10 Year Limited Payment Whole Life
20 Year Limited Payment Whole Life

Aby skorzystaæ ze zni¿ki, nale¿y wykupiæ polisê
ubezpieczeniow¹ o wartoœci minimum $5000.  Wszystkie
podania (application) zostan¹ przedstawione do zatwierdzenia
zgodnie ze standartowymi wymogami.

Wiêcej informacji na temat
powy¿szych planów mo¿na znaleŸæ
pod adresem www.PRCUA.org i
nale¿y wybraæ opcjê “Financial
Products.  Zachêcamy równie¿ do
kontaktowania siê z lokalnymi sprzedawcami
ubezpieczeniowymi ZPRKA.  Aby znaleŸæ sprzedawcê w
Waszej okolicy, prosimy wybrac opcjê “Locate an Agent”.
Wszelkich informacji na temat wszystkich produktów
oferowanych przez ZPRKA mo¿na zasiêgn¹æ dzwoni¹c do biur
ZPRKA: 1-800-772-8632 (Biuro g³ówne w Chicago), 1-800-
318-8234 (Ohio), 1-800-558-8792 (Pennsylvania).

UWAGA!!!
We wrzeœniu wyj¹tkowe zni¿ki przy wykupie

promocji Rodzina Plus!
We wrzeœniu ZPRKA oferuje 20% zni¿ki przy wykupie

ubezpieczenia w promocji Rodzina
Plus!

Do promocji Rodzina Plus musi
przyst¹piæ minimum 2 osoby z rodziny.

Przynajmniej jedna osoba musi byæ doros³a
(powy¿ej 16 lat). Wymagane jest wykupienie

polisy o wartoœci minimum $10 tys. ubezpieczenia sta³ego
(Whole Life Insurance) na ka¿d¹ ubezpieczaj¹c¹ siê osobê.
Oferta ta wa¿na jest tylko dla osób, które wykupi¹ ubezpieczenie
do 30 wrzeœnia 2011 r.  Wiêcej informacji na str. 3 “Narodu
Polskiego”, w jednym z biur ZPRKA oraz u lokalnych agentów
ubezpieczeniowych ZPRKA.

KARTA O WARTOŒCI $35.00 NA PALIWO!
Drodzy Cz³onkowie ZPRKA!
Zachêcamy was do polecenia naszych SPECJALNYCH

PLANÓW UBEZPIECZENIOWYCH NA KONIEC LATA
Waszym znajomym i cz³onkom Waszych rodzin.  

Za ka¿dego nowego cz³onka, który z Waszego polecenia
wykupi w ZPRKA jeden z planów: Traditional Whole Life, 5, 10
lub 20 Year Limited Pay Life, otrzymacie darmo kartê, za któr¹
bêdziecie mogli kupiæ paliwo o wartoœci $35.00.

- 10 %

- 20 %

- 15 %

J.E. biskup Andrzej Wypych z cz³onkami zarz¹du ZPRKA (l-p)
prezes Joseph Drobot, biskup, wiceprezeska Anna Soko³owski,

sekretarz/skarbnik James Robaczewski.

Biskup polowy Ordynariatu Wojska Polskiego Jan
Guzdek z prezesem i wiceprezesk¹ ZPRKA.

72. ROCZNICA WYBUCHU II WOJNY ŒWIATOWEJ

We wrzeœniu 1939 roku osamotniona przez sojuszników Polska stanê³a do nierównej walki z
doskonale uzbrojonym przeciwnikiem - Niemcami.  Polska sta³a na drodze hitlerowskich planów
ekspansjonistycznych w œwiecie.

1 wrzeœnia o godz. 4:45 niemieckie wojska l¹dowe, floty powietrzna i morska najecha³y granice
pañstwa polskiego, a pierwsze strza³y przyjê³a na siebie 182-osobowa za³oga Westerplatte, która
broni³a siê przed nawa³¹ niemieck¹ przez 7 dni.

Najazd niemiecki na Polskê, dokonany zosta³ w porozumieniu z Rosj¹ Sowieck¹, kiedy to w dniu
23 sieprnia 1939 roku Stalin zawar³ z Hitlerem uk³ad co do rozbioru Polski.  17 wrzeœnia 1939 r.,
broni¹ca siê przed niemieckim najazdem Polska, otrzyma³a drugi cios - Rosja Sowiecka dokona³a
zbrojnej inwzji od wschodu.

Okupacja Polski przez hitlerowców trwa³a ponad 5 lat.  ¯aden naród nie z³o¿y³ na polach
bitewnych tylu ofiar i nie straci³ na w³asnej ziemi tylu obywateli, co Polacy.  Dla ¿adnego narodu
bilans tej wojny nie by³ tak tragiczny, jak dla Polaków.


