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Commemorating the 14o0th Anniversary Year of the
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America

The year 2013 was a monumental
year for the Polish Roman Catholic
Union of America, when the 140th
Anniversary of its £ounc]ing in 1873 was

celebrated. This Specia/ Edition Narod
Polski pays tribute to the year's events:

€ PRCUA was awarded the Silver
Medal of Merit for Culture “Gloria

2013

¢ The 100—year—olcl PRCUA Home
Office l)uilcling was declared a historical
landmark on the National Register of
Historical Places on January 2, 2013.

& “PRCUA - 140 Years of History”
Exhibit displayed artifacts, documents and
photos from throughout the fraternal’s

14 decades of service to Polonia.

Artis” on behalf of the Minister of
Culture and National Heritage of the
Republic of Poland for ou’cstancling

¢ PRCUA official ﬂag unveiled and
blessed on October 5, 2013.

contributions to the promotion of Polish

¢ PRCUA’s “Union Anthem” - “Hymn
Zjea’noczenia" was resurrected from the
archives and sung at the District 8
Celebration and at the National 140th
Ju]oilee Banquet.

culture, as well as the protection of
Polish national heritage, presentecl Ly
Consul General of the Repul)lic of
Poland in Chicago Paulina Kapuscinslza
on October 5, 2013 at the PRCUA’s

140th Jubilee Banquet.
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Silver “Gloria Artis” Medal

(Photo: Julita Siegel)

 Natienal Jubilee and Siaxc District Celebrations
Marked the PRCUMs 140th Unnivensary Year - 2013

The 140th Anniversary of the founding of the Polish
Roman Catholic Union of America was certainly an occasion
worth celebrating in 2013 - and celebrate we did! The
Executive Committee decided that this momentous occasion
should be observed nationwide by our members, therefore
District commemorations were held, as well as a National
Jubilee in October, the month of the founding of the PRCUA.

District #8 in Chicago, IL was the first to celebrate, on
February 17, 2013 in Orland Park, IL. Not only did District #8
pay tribute to the 140th anniversary of the PRCUA, but it also
commemorated District #8’s 60th Anniversary.

On May 19th, PRCUA Toledo Societies #1584, #1633, #1617
and #719 held a Polka Mass and Brunch in observance of the
140th Jubilee, held at the PRCUA Club in Toledo, OH.

The National Jubilee began with the Opening of the
“PRCUA - 140 Years of History” Exhibit and Reception held at
the Polish Museum of America on Friday, October 4, 2013.

Festivities continued the following day with the 140th

Anniversary Mass held at St. Stanislaus Kostka Parish in
Chicago, IL, followed by a gala banquet at White Eagle
Banquets in Niles, IL.

On October 6th, District #10 in Michigan held a 140th
Jubilee Mass in Detroit, and a banquet in Sterling Heights, ML

A week later, on Oct. 13, District #5 in Cleveland, OH, held
a Mass and dinner to commemorate the PRCUA’s anniversary.

On Sunday, October 17th, the 140th Jubilee was celebrated
with a Mass and dinner by District #6 in Milwaukee, WI,
attended by Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski and Secretary-
Treasurer James Robaczewski. That same day, District #3 in
Philadelphia, PA, held a 140th Anniversary reception and
Mass attended by President & Mrs. Joseph Drobot, Jr.

The final Jubilee observance was held in District #9 on
Saturday, November, 2nd in Chicago Heights, IL. District #9
also marked its own 60th Anniversary at this dual celebration.

This Special Edition commemorates the year-long
celebrations that hailed the PRCUA’s 140th Anniversary year!



Page 2

N 140TH ANNIVERSARY

SPECIAL EDITION

Narod Polski

January 17, 2014

S

Something Old -

Something New

Hymn Zjednoczenia
Union Anthem?2

Music: E. Wiedeman - Words: M. Haiman
Another piece of the PRCUA’s history came to light when
Editor Lidia Kowalewicz searched through files in preparation
for the “PRCUA - 140th Years of History” Exhibit. The following
hymn, written for the Union in the 1930s when the PRCUA
sponsored scout troops, was sung at the District 8 celebration by
students and at the National Banquet by Marlena Dzis.

Hymn Zjednoczenia
Niech zyje zjednoczenie, w nim nasza bron i moc,
W nim nasza jest ostoja gdy przyjdzie zto i noc,
w nim nasza przeszto$¢ stawna, Pionieréw naszych trud
w nim jasno nam gorej przysztosci wspdlnej cud.
Niech zyje Zjednoczenie, przy nim nie straszny trud
Dopdki hastem naszym Ojczyzna jest i Bog.

Mtiodziezy jesli pragniesz w Ko$ciuszkoéw dazy¢ szlak
Ochoczo stant z nami pod Skautow i Coér znak

Niech zyje Zjednoczenie, przy nim nie straszny trud
Dopdki hastem naszym Ojczyzna jest i Bog.

Union Anthem
Long live the Union, it's our weapon and power,
As it is our refuge when there is evil and darkness,
In it lies our past glory, the labors of our Pioneers,
In it the miracle of a unified future shines brightly.
Long live the Union, with it no hardship is feared,
As long as our slogan is “For God and Country.”

Youth, if you want to follow in Kosciuszko's footsteps,

Gladly stand with us under the Scouts” and Daughters’ insignia,
Long live the Union, with it no hardship is feared

As long as our slogan is “For God and Country.”

Marlena Dzis singing
“Hymn Zjednoczenia”
at the National 140th Jubilee
Bangquet (Photo: J. Siegel)

Polish Roman Catholie
140 Years of History

v -

Opening of PRCUA History Exhibit

New PRCUA flag, held by 2013 Prince Charming Daniel Zuk and
2013 Cinderella Kelsey Cetnarowski after having been blessed by
Rev. Canon Walter Ptak, PRCUA Chaplain, at the PRCUA'’s
National 140th Jubilee Mass in Chicago, IL (Photo: A. Sokolowski)

PRCUA flag and American Flag
flying next to the
Home Office in Chicago
(Photo: L. Kowalewicz)

PRCUA Flag

The first banner -
depicting the Union’s patron,
the Sacred Heart of Jesus -
was donated to the PRCUA
by 14 women delegates at the
30th PRCUA Convention,
held in Erie, PA in 1907. Since
that time, the Union has
always had a banner. In fact,
when the original banner was
worn out, the PRCUA
Women’s Department
replaced it by donating a new
banner in 1937.

However, the PRCUA
has not had an official flag.
Therefore, in honor of the
140th anniversary of the
Union, two PRCUA flags
were created - a formal one
with gold fringe and another
to be flown, without fringe.

The flag depicts the
official PRCUA logo in red
and navy blue on a field of
white, with the words
“Founded 1873” below the
logo in navy blue.

At the Mass marking the
National Celebration of the
140th Anniversary of the
PRCUA in Chicago, IL on
October 5, 2013, PRCUA
National Chaplain Rev.
Canon Walter Ptak officially
blessed the flag.

The flag has been used
since that time at official
PRCUA events, carried by
the National Flag bearers,
along with the American flag
and the flag of the Republic
of Poland.

o N e

(Left) People involved in preparations for
the “PRCUA - 140 Years of History” Exhibit
at the Polish Museum of America. The
Exhibit displayed photographs and
important documents throughout the
fraternal’s entire history, including the
organization’s hand-written Constitution
prepared by one of the PRCUA’s founders,

.| Jan Barzynski. The Opening was held on

Friday, October 4, 2013:

(Front, I-r) PRCUA First Lady Judith and
President Joseph Drobot, Jr; (2nd row, I-r) Lisa
Terlecki, Agnes Bastrzyk, Halina Misterka,
Teresa Sromek, Krystyna Grell, Res. V.P. Anna
Sokolowski, PMA Dir. Jan Lorys, Exhibit
Curators Narod Polski Editors Lidia Kowalewicz
and Kathryn Rosypal, Maria Grzadziel, Mary
Jane Robles, Julie Prado, Jola Zachara, PMA
Pres. Maria Ciesla, Boguslawa Yon, guest Anna
Krysinski, and Halina Bieniewska; (back row, left
side) Kevin Ryba and Roberta Brewster; (back
row, right side) Malgorzata Kot and Secretary-
Treasurer James Robaczewski (Photo: J. Siegel)
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CHICAGO, IL - The National 140th Jubilee of the founding of
the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America began on Friday, »
October 4, 2013, at 7 p.m. with the Opening of the “PRCUA - 140
Years of History” Exhibit, held at the Polish Museum of America.
The Exhibit, curated by Narod Polski Editors Kathryn Rosypal and
Lidia Kowalewicz, with the help of Archivists H. Misterka and T.
Sromek as well as Photo Collection Curator J. Siegel, displayed
artifacts, historical documents and photographs through the decades.

Guests were warmly welcomed by President Joseph Drobot, Jr.
and Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski. Poland’s Deputy Consul General
Robert Rusiecki acknowledged the important contributions made by
the PRCUA to Poland during its darkest years and thanked the
PRCUA. K. Rosypal and L. Kowalewicz briefly addressed the crowd
and thanked everyone who helped prepare the Exhibit. The editors

(L-r) Halina Misterka, Kathryn Rosypal, were presented with a bouquet of red and white flowers. Guests then
Lidia Kowalewicz, Julita Siegel and Teresa Sromek enjoyed the reception as they browsed through the historical display. The Exhibit was divided into categories -

(Photos: Julita Siegel & Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski) MASS - The Jubilee continued the next day, Saturday, October 5,  this wall depicts the PRCUA’s Charitable Endeavors
beginning with the 140th Jubilee Mass held at 4 p.m. at St. Stanislaus
Kostka Parish in Chicago, where the national PRCUA office was
located in Chicago from 1874 to the early 1900s.

The main celebrant of the Mass was Rev. Canon Walter J. Ptak,
PRCUA National Chaplain. He was joined by Vice Chaplain Rev.
Canon Anthony D. Iwuc; Msgr. Thomas C. Machalski,
Rector/Chancellor of Orchard Lake Schools; Rev. Anthony Bus, CR,
Pastor of St. Stanislaus Kostka; Very Rev. Gene Szarek, CR,
Provincial, Congregation of the Resurrection; Rev. Andrzej Maslejak
SCh; Rev. Jacek Palica OCD; and Rev. Jason Torba.

Dignitaries processed into the church, led by national flag
bearers Stephen DeLonka, Jr. (D7), John Frankowicz (D8) and Paul
Pawlowski (D9). Students from various PRCUA Polish dance and

= language schools followed, with PRCUA past officers and directors,
Pres. Joseph and Judy Drobot, Jr., with Monika Rusiecki ~ current national directors and officers and esteemed members of the
and Hon. Robert Rusiecki, Deputy Consul General of R.P.  clergy close behind.

Guest organist Witold Socha enhanced the Mass with hymns.
Readers were PRCUA dancers. At the Communion, Polonia
Ensemble sang “Barka” accompanied by Musical Dir. Mieczyslaw

L

M.J. Robles, G. Xamplas, V.P. A. Sokolowski, J. Prado &
two daughters and Secy.-Tres. J. Robaczewski with son

Dzis on the accordion.

Fr. Ptak gave a moving homily that acknowledged the PRCUA’s
founders for their foresight in recognizing the needs of Polish
immigrants in America, and creating this great organization to help
them. He also acknowledged the dedication of PRCUA’s many
leaders at all levels, and its loyal members over the years who made
this anniversary possible.

L At the Offertory, the 1896 PRCUA Constitution was presented
: {| T e TREY 'I_.Fl - by Past Pres. Francis Rutkowski; the 1887 Certificate of Incorporation
! u&ﬁh I |i|I ‘ | was offered by Pres. Emeritus Edward G. Dykla; an icon of the [
Sacred Heart of Jesus was given by President Joseph A. Drobot, Jr.
Bread and Wine were presented by Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski and
V.P. Robert Bielenda, as Secy.-Tres. James Robaczewski announced
the presentors and their gifts.

PRCUA’s new flag was unveiled by 2013 Cinderella Kelsey
Cetnarowski and Prince Charming Daniel Zuk, and blessed by Very
Rev. Canon Walter J. Ptak. (See flag on page 2.)

BANQUET - The Jubilee continued after Mass with a banquet
held at White Eagle Banquets in Niles, IL, attended by over 300
people. During the cocktail hour, guests sampled hot hors d’oeuvres

and viewed panels displaying PRCUA history.

As guests entered, they were escorted to their seats by members
of the Wesoly Lud Polish Folk Dance Co. or Polonia Ensemble,
dressed in beautiful Polish costumes. The banquet hall looked very
elegant with tables and chairs covered in ivory and gold.

Secy.-Tres. James Robaczewski welcomed everyone and
i introduced M.C. Maria Ciesla, Pres., Polish Museum of America. She
introduced the dignitaries, some escorted by dancers: Dir. Marsha
Mikuszewski, D1; Dir. Greg Olma, D2; Dir. Joanne I. Zajac, D3; Dir. &
| Mrs. Richard Turkiewicz, D4; Dir. Joan Sylak, D5; Dir. & Mrs.
b 4| Mitchell Bienia, D5; Dir. Constance Bonin, D6; Janusz & Dir. Anna
will Krysinski, D7; Dir. & Mrs. Robert Bugielski, D7; Ted & Dir. Krystyna

{8 Lech, D8; Dir. James Rustik, D8; Dir. Elizabeth Sadus, D9; and Dir.
| Christopher Ozog, D10; Pres. Emeritus Edward G. Dykla; Past Pres.
Francis Rutkowski; Secy.-Tres. & Mrs. James Robaczewski; V.P. &
Mrs. Robert Bielenda; Mark and Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski;
President & Mrs. Joseph A. Drobot, Jr.; Vice Chaplain Rev. Canon
Anthony Iwuc; Chaplain Rev. Canon Walter Ptak; and guest
speakers: Msgr. Thomas Machalski, Rector of Orchard Lake Schools;

Hon. Maciej Pisarski, Deputy Chief of Mission, Rep. of Poland;
(Cont. on page 4)

Rep. of Poland dignitaries (I-r) Hon. M. Pisarski, Hon. P.
Kapuscinska and her husband Hon. E. Rybacki

Polonia Song & Dance Ensemble singing “Barka” PRCUA Officers and their spouses at Mass
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(Cont. from page 3) Hon. Paulina
Kapuscinska, Consul General of the R.P.
in Chicago and her husband, Consul
Eriusz Rybacki; Frank Spula, Pres. of PAC
and PNA; Allison Koppel, Exec. V.P. of
the American Fraternal Alliance and His
Eminence Francis Cardinal George,
Archbishop of Chicago.

Aleksandra Podowski sang the
Polish National Anthem and Annette
Nowakowski sang the American Anthem.
Vice President Robert Bielenda presented
the new PRCUA flag and “Hymn
Zjednoczenia” was sung by Marlena Dzis.

Polonia Ensemble opened the event
by dancing a traditional Polonez. This
was followed by Marlena Dzis and Joseph
Drobot, Jr. singing “The Merry Widow
Waltz” as a duet in Polish, accompanied
by Jennifer McCabe.

Rev. A. Iwuc offered the invocation
and Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski made a
hearty toast to the PRCUA. Everyone
enjoyed a delicious dinner, followed by
dances from Nowy Sacz, presented by
Wesoly Lud Polish Folk Dance Co.

The main speaker was Francis
Cardinal George, who praised the
charitable endeavors undertaken by
PRCUA over 140 years, as well as our
loyalty to the Church. Then Deputy Chief
Maciej Pisarski spoke about PRCUA’s
continued support for Poland. PAC/PNA
President Frank Spula spoke about
PRCUA'’s consistent support of the PAC,
especially the donations it raised for

| Poland during the time of martial law.

The next speaker was Consul General

Il of the Rep. of Poland in Chicago, Paulina
o Kapuscinska. She said, “The Republic of
Poland appreciates the PRCUA’s
commitment to cultivating Polish
traditions, defending its good name, and
popularizing its beautiful culture. As a
token of that great appreciation,” she
continued, “the Republic of Poland
decided to bestow upon your fine
organization one of the highest
distinctions granted to individuals and
organizations who protect and popularize
the Polish culture. It is my great honor to
present to you, on behalf of the Minister

of Culture and National Heritage, the
Silver Medal of Merit for Culture ‘Gloria
Artis,” for your outstanding contribution

to the promotion of Polish culture and the
protection of the Polish national

— . I heritage.” The medal (depicted on page 1)
’ | Eir | . was accepted by President Joseph A.

? ! ¥ e, - : Drobot, Jr., who expressed his gratitude

4 -

A e T U

i S 3 & E e . #AL1 on behalf of the PRCUA.

* ' :‘“ 11 - ) ] Allison Koppel, Exec. V.P. of the
2

o L

! American Fraternal Alliance, extended
y i ; her organization’s congratulations to the
Iﬁi =y . ; e PRCUA. Then, President Joseph Drobot,

= . | Jr. addressed the audience: (Cont. on pg. 5)

"
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Dist. #1 Dir. Marsha Mikuszewski
(All photos: Julita Siegel)

Dist. #4 Dir. Richard Turkiewicz
and his wife, Mary Agnes

Dist. #5 Dir. Mitchell Bienia
and his wife, Krystyna

Dist. #7 Dir, Anna Krysinski and
husband, Janusz

(Cont. from pg. 4) We are
here this evening to
celebrate the Past, and
toast those who have gone
before, who helped in
making our PRCUA the
great organization that it
is. We are also here to enjoy
the present and toast each
other for continuing the
work of our predecessors,
| in carrying out the
PRCUA mission. But, we
President Joseph Drobot, gre also here to
Jr. and wife, Judith acknowledge and accept
our responsibility to future
generations of PRCUA members, to assure them of the continued success of our PRCUA. 140 years is a long time
and no easy task for any organization to survive, let alone prosper.

Here in Chicago, we can mention Montgomery Ward, The Pullman Company and Marshall Field, as just a few
who have ceased to exist. The great Chicago meat packers, the stockyards and the many railroads are also only
memories of the past. How is it that the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America is still here and going strong?

Let’s step back, just a little bit, to when Polish people began settling in America. Polish migration to America
began in earnest in 1854, with the first established community in Panna Maria, TX. By 1872, there were over
200,000 Poles in America and more were coming. They moved to the Northeast and Midwest as jobs were plentiful.

Why did they come to America? Why did they leave the land of their birth, the land that meant so much to
them? Because America offered two things: Freedom and Hope. Freedom and Hope to dream of a better life with
opportunities for themselves and their families for generations to come. WE ARE THE BENEFICIARIES OF THAT
HOPE AND THOSE DREAMS!

But those dreams were not easy to obtain. The streets were not paved in gold and the new arrivals found the
work very hard. Discrimination and abuse of the immigrant prevailed. An individual against the system was at a
loss. Thus, the need for joining together in a common bond of language, heritage and religion was created.

Fr. Wincenty Barzynski and his brother, Jan, recognized their need, along with Fr. Gieryk, Fr. Moczygemba, Fr.
Dabrowski, as well as other priests and layme; thus in 1873, the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America was
formed. It was founded to fill a need and to provide a sense of belonging, of identity, a feeling of family, friends,
religion and culture, a remembrance of the old country, a provider of information and representation in the new
country.

It established a burial fund, a family survival fund, and eventually life insurance to assist in the financial needs
of its members. The PRCUA helped to establish Polish parishes, schools, orphanages and played a significant part in
the founding of the Orchard Lake Schools, especially SS Cyril and Methodius Seminary for the training of Polish
boys for the priesthood, and for service to the growing Polish population.

That is history, all well and good, but why is it still here today? There are several reasons: our motto “For God
and Country”, our dedication and the continuance to our mission of protecting our Polish culture and religion, and
providing financial products to all our members. But more so, I think there are two most important reasons for our
success: One — our patron THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS. Throughout our history, He has been there for us.
Through depressions, wars, social turmoil, He has been our shield and protector. We are devoted to the Sacred Heart.

And the other reason is our name: “THE POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA.” Start with
the word “POLISH”: What are Polish characteristics? Well, Poles are hardworking, devoted to family, to church, to
country. They have integrity, loyalty, determination, and are committed to duty and dedicated to preserving Polish
heritage and traditions in America. Not a bad start for the name of an organization.

“ROMAN CATHOLIC”- What does this have to do with our organization? EVERYTHING! To the
immigrant, being Polish meant being Catholic. The two were synonyms, so it was natural to embrace our religion
and incorporate it into our name. Polish people are extremely devoted to the Church, preserving and protecting our
right to practice, in the Polish way, the traditions and church devotions of Poland in America.

The word “UNION" is a coming together. It is a coming together of Polish heritage, love of family, dedication to
country and devotion to church; of religious and lay people coming together to form an organization for the good and
welfare of its Polish constituents.

And all of this came together in “AMERICA,” the adopted land, “The land of the free and the home of the
brave.” The coming together of Polish, Roman Catholic, Union, in America could not fail!

And with the continued protection of the SACRED HEART OF JESUS, as our patron, we will carry on and
succeed for another 140 years.

God bless the Republic of Poland; God bless the United States of America; and God bless the Polish Roman
Catholic Union of America!

The festivities continued with Polonia Ensemble dancing the Krakowiak. Marlena Dzis and Pres.
Drobot sang “La ci darem la mano,” with the participation of First Lady Judith Drobot, to the delight of
everyone present. Msgr. Thomas Machalski gave the benediction, which was followed by the Wesoly Lud
dancers performing a lively “Polish American Chicago Polka.” Guests stayed late into the night, dancing
to the music of the Romeo Band, sampling the Sweets Table and enjoying each other’s company.

The PRCUA is key to preserving Polish heritage and traditions, as well as Catholic values, in the
U.S.A. Let us all rededicate ourselves to helping our fraternal organization to prosper by spreading the
good news among our family and friends, of all the many fraternal benefits that the PRCUA has to offer.

Res. V.P. Anna and Mark Sokolowski with R.P. Consul
General Paulina Kapuscinska and Consul Eriusz Rybacki

prepfat gy 1
L2

National Vice Chaplain
Rev. Canon Anthony D. Iwuc

National Chaplain
Rev. Canon Walter J. Ptak

Secretary-Treasurer James
Robaczewski and his wife, Elaine

Dist. #7 Dir. Robert Bugielski
and his wife, Dona

Dist. #8 Dir. Krystyna Lech
and her husband, Ted

"n.[-'__ﬁ F P-‘e-‘"."

Vice President Robert Bielenda
and his wife, Eleanor
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National 140th, Jubilee .‘Banquet

Pres. Joseph Drobot receiving the Silver Gloria Artis medal
from R.P. Consul General in Chicago Paulina Kapuscinska

Republic of Poland Deputy " o _ ) — " Marlena Drzis, First Lady Judith Drobot and Pres. Joseph
Chief Maciej Pisarski Jjicers and dig tes with d ors Jrom Wesoly Lud ¢ panc : Drobot after singing a ballad about a love triangle

MC Maria Ciesla
& Secy.-Tres. Jim
Robaczewski

L. & W. Seranko }'-i M. Anselmo & J. Smuda I Ma/(ar'ewmz

-

=
-y
[ W)

Pres. Emeritus Edward Dykla

._Dn MlkuS‘Z@WS‘kl S Qumn Dzr Sylak D. Cortesi, A Prugar M. Brzezniak ¥
= :-"_'1...——_! = Y L '-—'

“Krakowiak” - Polonia Ensemble - “Polonez” i f J. & J. Krysinski C. & J. Lorys
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Rev. Jan Palkowski

Pres. & Mrs. Joseph
Drobot, Rev. Palkowski

LT

=
Sh@ron Quinn, Judy & Pres. Drobot, Dir. Joanne Zajac

(Above) Drobots with
Dr. Janusz Romanski;
(Above Rt) Drobots with
Dr. Malgorzata Romanski

(Rt) Fr. J. Palkowski, T.
Romanowski & M. Blichasz

-

PHILADELPHIA, PA - District 3 and the Philadelphia
Satellite Office celebrated the PRCUA’s 140th Anniversary in
conjunction with the Polish American Congress Eastern PA
District’s Dozynki Festival on Sunday, October 27, 2013.

The celebration began at the PRCUA Philadelphia Office,
in the Port Richmond section, with a reception of light
refreshments. Guests walked down memory lane as they
viewed photos that displayed the local history of the PRCUA
and the UPWA that merged with the PRCUA 16 years ago.
Families with two and three generations of members were in
attendance. Sharon Quinn, Philadelphia Office Manager, was
hostess of the event, and she was glad PRCUA President
Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. and his wife, Judith, were present to
experience Philadelphia fraternalism first-hand.

Faithful longtime members Helen Hrabowski, Rita
Waryga and their families, past officers, past debutantes and
the UPWA'’s last Queen, Gail Miller Ward with her family
attended, as well as other devoted members and neighbors.

The celebration continued with a Special Mass at St.
Adalbert’s Church, across the street from the PRCUA Satellite
Office. PRCUA dignitaries processed into church, along with
Polish Scouts and members of the Polish American Congress.
Theresa Romanowski, Director of the Polish American
Cultural Center, along with President and Mrs. Drobot, led the
way into the church that was filled to capacity. Rev. Jan
Palkowski was the celebrant of the Mass. The main altar
featured two beautiful floral baskets in fall colors, while the
Sacred Heart and Blessed Mother side altars were adorned
with baskets of red roses and white mums to celebrate
PRCUA’s 140th Anniversary - donated by District #3.

Children in colorful Polish costumes sang Polish hymns
throughout Mass, directed by Maria Kolenda, while Polish
Scouts stood as Honor Guards. President & First Lady Drobot
had the honor of presenting the Offertory gifts.

Fr. Jan Palkowski, Pastor, spoke most kindly about the
PRCUA and its role in helping to establish St. Adalbert’s
Church so long ago. He spoke about the founding of the
PRCUA and its activities, mentioning that our fraternal was
started to help the newly-arrived Poles who settled in
America. He also introduced President and Mrs. Drobot.

After Mass, the celebration continued at PAC’s Harvest
Festival at St. Adalbert’s Hall, where delicious Polish food was
served while a band played polkas.

PRCUA members Michael Blichasz, President of the PAC -
E. PA District, and Theresa Romanowski, invited President &
Mrs. Drobot to join a group in starting the festivities with a
traditional Polonez. Pres. Drobot, who is known for his
singing talents, was asked to lead the singing as well. Jon
Taylor, Esquire, and his family joined in the celebration, as did
Mr. & Mrs. Rakowski, new business owners in the area. The
afternoon went by quickly and a good time was had by all.

Thanks go to Helen Melnick, Sharon Quinn and District #3
Director Joanne Zajac for all their hard work in arranging this
celebration and to Dr. Janusz Romanski for taking photos.
Elaine Burkhardt - who is recuperating - was in our prayers at
this event. A special thank you also goes to Michael Blichasz
and Theresa Romanowski for allowing the PRCUA to combine
our celebration with the PAC Harvest Festival.

(Photos by Dr. Janusz Romanski)

Below left (row 1, I-r) Joe Miller, Joanne Zajac, Sharon Quinn, Judy &

Pres. Joseph Drobot, Helen Hrabowski, Helen Melusky, Marilyn Trzaskawka;
(row 2) Bill & Mikelionis, Rita Waryga, Kathy Jesiolowski, Geri Miller, Liam &

Gail Ward, Helen Melnick, Bonnie Dougherty; (row 3) Andrew Rakowski,
Elaine Vidovich, Joyce Levy, Carolyn Bennett, Michael & Karen Hrabowski
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District #5 Celebration in Cleveland

CLEVELAND, OH - On Sunday, October 13,
PRCUA District #5 held its celebration honoring
| the 140th anniversary of the founding of the
PRCUA.

The gala event was held at St. Casimir Church,
| opening with a solemn Mass at 11:30 a.m.

PRCUA National Secy.-Tres. James Robaczewski
J led the procession into church carrying the
{ newly-blessed PRCUA flag. Veterans of the
| Polish American Veterans Assoc. (PAVA)
General Sikorski Post 203 followed. Piast Polish
Folk Song and Dance Ensemble came next in
costume. Officers of local Polish organizations
preceded the PRCUA Officers and Directors in
the procession.

HOLY MASS - Rev. Eric Orzech, Pastor of St.

Rev. Eric Orzech, Pastor, St. Casimir Church Casimir Parish, was the celebrant of the Mass,

which was
conducted in both Polish and English. Before the final
blessing, PRCUA National Director Mitchell Bienia welcomed [
the congregation to the special PRCUA Anniversary Mass. 8
National President Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. then greeted the
crowd with an explanation of the medal he received from the
Republic of Poland, called “Gloria Artis Silver Medal for
Merit to Culture.” President Drobot stressed that the medal
was awarded to all Polonia, not to him personally, or just to
the PRCUA, but to all Pol-Ams for their continuing efforts to |}
maintain Polish culture in America; therefore we can all take {*™ i
pride in this award. ¥ ” -

BENEDICTION AND ROSARY- St. Casimir Church Was  ppcyiy president Joseph Drobot, Jr.
re-opened about one year ago by directive of the Vatican, after
being closed for nearly 3 years in a down-sizing move by the Bishop of Cleveland in 2009. Since
the parish holds only one service per week, i.e. Sunday Mass, all other devotions must also be
held on Sunday. After Mass, during October, recitation of the rosary and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament are held. Many guests enjoyed this ritual, saying that it has been some time
since they experienced it.

PRCUA representatives came from throughout District #5, including delegations from
Akron, Lorain, and Toledo, led by Joan Sylak, also a Director of PRCUA District #5. PRCUA
representation also came from Detroit and Buffalo to share in this great occasion. In addition to
President Drobot, accompanied by his charming wife Judy, Vice President Robert Bielenda and
his beautiful wife, Eleanor, attended the event, as did Secretary-Treasurer James Robaczewski
and his lovely wife, Elaine.

LUNCHEON - After services, a gala luncheon was served by the reception committee of St.
Casimir Parish. It is customary to serve lunch after Mass each Sunday, but this day was special,
bringing the largest crowd ever — about 200 guests. During the luncheon, ethnic music was
provided by the talented John Szleszynski & Son for everyone’s listening pleasure.

PROMOTIONAL MATERIALS - The Marketing Department of the PRCUA provided a
variety of PRCUA promotional materials for distribution. Guests were happy to receive these
gifts. Hopefully, these items, emblazoned with the PRCUA name/logo, will keep the PRCUA in
the minds of Cleveland area residents when insurance needs arise.

PIAST POLISH SONG AND DANCE ENSEMBLE - After lunch the crowd was
entertained by a suite of dances from the Krakow region of Poland, from the repertoire of
PRCUA'’s PIAST Polish Folk Song and Dance Ensemble. Ashley Budzilo began the program
with a solo dance choreographed for the Kujawiak, a regional dance of Poland. Her opening
moves portrayed her loneliness for her absent love, as she swirled with grace and poise,
sweeping the floor with a broom, which served as a prop. Soon her loneliness turned to eager
anticipation as she took sight of her love in the distance. Ashley excitedly straightened her skirt,
fixed her hair and adjusted her kerchief, with expressive dance moves that clearly showed joy
and happiness. To the surprise of everyone, the object of her devotion was Joseph A. Drobot,
PRCUA President. At the finale of the dance, Ashley left the broom with President Drobot as
she scurried away, leaving him to finish the sweeping job. Smiles of delightful surprise graced
the faces of everyone in attendance. The dance group has become very accomplished in recent
years, performing intricate steps with sharp precision. Piast is truly a wonderful reflection of
PRCUA. At the conclusion of the dance program, choreographer Agnieszka Kotlarcik invited
young people in the audience to join the dance troupe.

Guests lingered in the parish hall to socialize with former acquaintances as well as to meet
new friends. St. Casimir Parish has earned a reputation of being a place for all Polonia to unite
and share a fine meal, as well as good conversation. The PRCUA’s District #5 Anniversary
Celebration surely contributed to this spirit of support and cooperation among Polish
organizations. Congratulations and best wishes to PRCUA for continued success.

Mprs. Elaine and Secretary-Treasurer James Robaczewski
carrying a banner with the PRCUA logo into church

Veterans of PAVA General Sikorski Post 203
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District #5 Celebration in Toledo

Tom Jesionowski, District #10 Dir. Christopher Ozog, President Joseph Drobot, Judy Drobot, District #5 Dir. Mitch
Bienia, Fr. Paul Kwiatkowski, Past Pres. Francis Rutkowski, Pat Rutkowski and District #5 Dir. Joan Sylak

Rev. Paul Kwiatkowski and Tom Jesionowski

TOLEDO, OH - District #5 in Toledo was the second
PRCUA District to commemorate the 140th Anniversary of the
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America. On May 19th,
PRCUA Toledo Societies #1584, #1633, #1617 and #719 held a
Polka Mass and Brunch at the PRCUA Club in Toledo, Ohio. A
full-capacity crowd was in attendance.

Special guests included PRCUA National President Joseph
A. Drobot, Jr. and First Lady Judy Drobot; National Director
Joan Sylak of District 5 and National Director of District #5
Mitchell Bienia; National Director of District 10 Christopher
Ozog; and Past PRCUA President and Mrs. Francis Rutkowski.

Entertainment for the event was provided by Toledo’s
PRCUA Echoes of Poland Dance Ensemble, under the
direction of Paulina Tul Ortyl, Choreographer.

The celebration began with a Polka Mass at the PRCUA
Club, celebrated by Reverend Paul Kwiatkowski, Toledo
Societies’” Chaplain, with the assistance of Tom Jesionowski.
Embellishing the Mass with uplifting polka music were:
Randy Krajewski, Jimmy Owczarzak, and Jim Rutkowski.

The Echoes Children’s Ensemble performed a repertoire of
dances which were much appreciated by the crowd. The
Echoes are the brainchild of Paulina Tul Ortyl, who has been
directing the dancers and choreographing their performances
for the past 45 years. Bravo, Paulina!

Then, a delicious buffet brunch was served by a group of
PRCUA ladies and enjoyed by all. Guests shared a special
camaraderie that is uniquely inspired by membership in our
fraternal organization.

A sincere "thank you" is extended to National Director
Joan Sylak and Aggie Dahar for organizing this
commemorative anniversary event. Special thanks also go to
everyone who had anything to do with the success of this
Polka Mass and brunch. Your hard work is appreciated.

Photos and article by Joan Sylak, National Director of District #5 as well as
Teresa and Walter Gibala

PRCUA ladies setting up the buffet brunch (I-r)
Zuella Czarina, Andrea Misiuda, Pat Ciesniewski,
Doris Rober, Tina Podbielniak,

Linda Nyler and Aggie Dahar

Dancers from the PRCUA Echoes of Poland Dance
Ensemble entertained everyone with Polish dances
at the brunch

Musicians Randy Krajewski, Jimmy Owczarzak, and Jim Rutkowski
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MILWAUKEE,
WI - On
J1Sunday,
| October 27th,
2013, District #6
celebrated the
1 4 0 t h
Anniversary of

. the Polish
Rev. Ronald Kotecki Roman Catholic
Union of

America. It was a beautiful Fall day, as members and friends
gathered at St Augustine Parish on the south side of
Milwaukee, WI, for Mass.

Reverend Ronald Kotecki, Administrator of the Parish, is a
PRCUA member and is very familiar with our fraternal
organization. He had kind words to say to the congregation
about the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America. He also
praised the PRCUA for the significant contributions it has
made to the Polish American community in Wisconsin and
elsewhere in the U.S.A., over the past 140 years.

PRCUA Resident Vice President Anna
Sokolowski was asked to say a few
words before Mass ended. Although
she was surprised by the impromptu
request, V.P. Sokolowski made all of
the PRCUA members proud with her
inspiring and memorable words! She
spoke with such love, knowledge, and
pride - not only for our fraternal
organization but also for the Catholic
Church and our country. Hats off to
this wonderful lady, who represents
our organization so well.

Also in attendance was PRCUA
Secretary-Treasurer James Robaczewski. President Joseph
Drobot and his wife were not present because they were
participating in PRCUA District #3’s 140th Anniversary
Celebration in Philadelphia, PA, on the same day.

Joining the PRCUA contingent at the Mass were several
representatives of the Polish Women’s Alliance and the Polish
American Congress. We thank them for supporting our
organization with their attendance at this special anniversary.

After Mass, everyone attended a brunch held at the
Polonez Restaurant in St. Francis, WI, where guests enjoyed
delicious Polish food, accordion music and camaraderie..

Sharon Haberski, PRCUA Past National Director of
District #6, welcomed everyone. She introduced National
Resident Vice President Anna Sokolowski and National
Secretary-Treasurer. Jim Robaczewski, expressing her pleasure
that they were able to attend. She also introduced PRCUA
District #6 Director Constance Bonin, who thanked everyone
for coming and for helping the Wisconsin PRCUA to celebrate
this memorable occasion. Sharon Haberski went on to share
her memories of PRCUA activities and accomplishments in
Wisconsin - what she fondly called “The good old days!”

What a heartwarming surprise it was when Mark Pienkos,
President of the Polish American Congress Wisconsin
Division, presented the Executive Officers and Director
Constance Bonin with a certificate from the State of
Wisconsin’s 2013 Senate, proclaiming October as “Polish-
American Heritage Month.” It demonstrated that we, Polish
Americans, are being recognized for our contributions and
reaffirms our ties with Poland. It was through the efforts of
President Pienkos that this proclamation was adopted by the
Wisconsin Senate. It was great having this announcement
made at our 140th Anniversary celebration.

The Jubilee celebration concluded with all looking forward
to many more years in the PRCUA. - Dir. Connie Bonin & Past
Dir. Sharon Haberski, Dist. #6; photos: A. & M. Sokolowski

Res. Vice President

Anna Sokolowski

apLl
fO0L0O

(L-r) PRCUA Secretary-Treasurer James
Robaczewski, Past District #6 National Director
Sharon Haberski, Ann Pienkos, PAC-WI Division
President Mark Pienkos, PRCUA Resident Vice
President Anna Sokolowski and District #6 National
Director Constance Bonin

District #6 Dir. Constance Bonin, Secy.-Tres. James
Robaczewski and Resident V.P. Anna Sokolowski with
copies of the Proclamation from the Wisconsin Senate

Res. V.P. A. Sokolowski, Dir. Connie Bonin, Past Dir. Wayne Racine, PRCUA Insurance Representative,
Sharon Haberski & Secy.-Tres. Jim Robaczewski with PAC WI Div. Pres. Mark and Ann Pienkos

Mark Sokolowski, Elaine and Secy-Tres. Michelle & Rosemarie Ewald, PRCUA Members
Jim Robaczewski

Diane Reeve, PWA WI State President, Past FLIA Ken & Past PRCUA WI Office Employee Ardine
President Jeanette & William Holmquist. Kowalski and Penny Manke, PWA Council President

Joey and Tommy Robaczewski with Dad, Jim
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District #8's bOth Year & PRCUA's 140th Anniversary

Reverend Michael G. Foley, Pastor, celebrated the Double Anniversary

Mass at Our Lady af the Woods Church in Orland Park, IL
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(Above) Ist Lady Judy Drobot & D8
Treasurer Misia Jaminski,; (Right)
Dist. 8 Director Krystyna Lech

. A

ORLAND PARK, IL - District
#8 was the first to celebrate the
140th Anniversary of the PRCUA -
in addition to District 8’s 60th
Anniversary - on Sunday,
February 17, 2013. Festivities
began with an Anniversary Mass
at Our Lady of the Woods Church
in Orland Park, IL, followed by a
Banquet at Orland Chateau. A
beautiful, crisp, clear and sunny
day set the scene, enhanced by the
presence of PRCUA’s prestigious
National Officers and Directors,
distinguished guests, loyal
supporters and treasured youth.

The Celebration of Faith was
conducted by Rev. Michael G.
Foley, Pastor of Our Lady of the
Woods and Chaplain of District 8.
Representatives of District 8
schools and groups served as
lectors for the readings and
petitions. Gifts were offered by the
National PRCUA Officers and the
2013 Royal Couple Kelsey
Cetnarowski and Daniel Zuk.

After Mass, guests arrived at
Orland Chateau, where they were
greeted with warm words of
welcome by National Director and
Pres. of District 8 James Rustik.
PRCUA Pres. Joseph A. Drobot Jr.
and Secy.-Tres. James Robaczewski
sang the American and Polish
National Anthems respectively,
with their phenomenal voices.

A heartfelt toast was given by
Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski,
followed by congratulatory
remarks from Pres. Drobot and
God's blessing by Rev Foley.
During dessert of delicious
"gourmet" cupcakes, Dir. Rustik
acknowledged special guests
including National Directors Anna
Krysinska (D7) and Elizabeth
Sadus (D9), Past PRCUA Officers
including Lorie Rose Gorny (VP),
Steven Cieslicki (Dir. D8), Barbara
Rustik (Dir. D8), Steven DeLonka
(Dir. D7), Shirley Dudzinski (Dir.
D7); Pres. Joseph Annotti -
American Fraternal Alliance; Pres.
Delphine Honeycutt and V.P.
Sharon Zago - Polish Women's
Alliance, Gen. Secy. Helena
Studencka - Polish Highlanders
Alliance, and Polish National
Alliance Directors. National
PRCUA Dir. and V.P. of District 8,
Krystyna Lech, extended the
District's appreciation in Polish for
support of this celebration.

The  artistic  program,
coordinated by Richard Jaminski,
was emceed by Micheline
Jaminski, Dist. 8 Treasurer. Mr.
and Mrs. Jaminski are Artistic
Directors/Choreographers of
Wesoly Lud, Southwest Center of
Polish Dancing, Polanie, and the
Cinderella-Prince Charming Balls.

(L-r) PRCUA Sales Dir. Bob Fattore, Irene Gavaghan, PRCUA Insurance
Supervisor and Pres. of the M. Konopnicka Adult Culture Group Ed
Muszalski, Dist. 8 Treasurer and Dir. of Wesoly Lud Polish Folk Dance
Company Misia Jaminski, Joseph & Polish National Alliance National
Director Wanda Penar and Res. Vice President Anna Sokolowski
(All photos courtesy of Resident Vice President Anna Sokolowski)

S. Skubisz, Dir. Maria Konopnicka Polish Lang. Sch. (MKPLS), V.P.
Sokolowski, Pres. Drobot with MKPLS teachers & board members

Jozef & Helena Studencki of Polish Highlanders, VP A. Sokolowski, Pres.
J. Drobot; (seated) PWA Pres. Delphine Huneycutt, PWA VP Sharon
Zago, Pres. Joseph Annotti, American Fraternal Alliance, Judy Drobot

(Seated) Aline Rozwadowski,
Frank & Barbara Frankowicz;
(back) Ted Lech

e

Vlcky Kroplewskl with granddaughter

Diane Cortesi and Mary Brzezniak
|- AL
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A Polonaise and Waltz were
performed by Candidates of the
2013 Ball, as well as Cinderellas
Sylvia Kupiec (2012), Kelsey
Cetnarowski (2013) and 2013
Prince Charming Daniel Zuk. Next
were performances by students of
Maria Konopnicka Polish School:
Julia Miazek beautifully sang

2013 Cinderella & Prince Renee Bober-Kroplewski and Polskie Kwiaty (Polish Flowers),
Charming Kelsey Cetnarowski & Annette Zurawski-Nowakowski Karolina Nowobilska flawlessly
Daniel Zuk "Kraj Rodzinny Matki Mej" performed Beethoven's Fur Elise on

the piano, and Alan Krolikowski
superbly played a Mazur on the
violin.

The Choral Group of the John
Paul II Polish School sang Nasza
Polska Szkola - words by Dr. K.
Skaluba, music by R. Budzyn,
recording by the Krakow
Philharmonic at the request of
School Dir. Dr. Jolanta Tatara for
the school's 30th Anniversary.
Songs and dances from the Spisz
region were performed by Wesoly
Lud Polish Folk Dance Co.

Next, a musical entitled Antoni
Kociubinski written by Feliks "Ref-
Ren" Konarski, musical arrange-
ment by Richard Jaminski, was
performed by the Polanie Dancers
of the John Paul II Polish School.
Renee Bober-Kroplewski and
Annette Zurawski-Nowakowski
sang Kraj Rodzinny Matki Mej as a
tribute to Res. V.P. Anna
Sokolowski. Dances and songs
from Orawa followed, performed
by the Southwest Center of Polish
Dancing.

Wesoly Lud returned with the
Polish American Chicago Polka
Celebration by Eddie Blazonczyk
and the Versatones. Finally, the
entire cast entered to sing the
PRCUA Anthem.

Dir. Rustik again expressed the
District's sincere appreciation for
all those who organized this event,
especially fellow Director Krystyna
Lech, Danielle Lech Kroplewski
(Reservations), and especially
Misia and Richard Jaminski and
Krysia Rozwadowski for
compiling the Program Book, the
Artistic Program, and decorations.
Special thanks to Agnieszka
Bastrzyk for designing the beauti-
ful 20-ft. banner that accented the
ballroom at Orland Chateau.

In celebrating the 140th
Anniversary of the PRCUA, it will
4] not suffice to simply mention the
__:gce”ter of Polish Dancing =/ anniversary itself, but all that has

been accomplished and the role
that the organization has played in
perpetuating Polish heritage in the
United States. PRCUA, through its
schools, sports programs, dance

IaNiC

troupes and social groups, forms a ] | ’ | e onn iy e Lol ek e
bond among Polish Americans to § 1 e
take pride in their Polish language, W P (L-r) J. Miazek,
culture, and history. We are Polish - 2 | : A. Krolikowski and
and together, we are the Polish ' K. Nowobilska
Roman Catholic Union of America.
P == . Here's to another 140!
. T e Wy, - Written by Misia Jaminski

" Polanie Dancers - JPII Polish School (Photos: Res. V.P. Anna .Sokolowski)
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District #9 Double

Celebration

CHICAGO HTS,, IL, IN - District #9, comprised of Indiana
and areas south of the Chicago Suburbs, celebrated its 60th
Anniversary, along with the 140th Anniversary of the PRCUA,
with a Mass on Saturday, November 2, 2013, at St. Kieran
Church in Chicago Heights, IL. The special Mass at Noon was
in honor of All Souls Day, as well as these two historic
PRCUA anniversaries.

PRCUA dignitaries took part in the entrance procession,

which included PRCUA National Flag Bearers Stephen (Back, I-r) G. Potrawski, D. Wilkowski, D. Wilkowski, Pres. J. Drobot, K. Matson, N. Kuzbiel,
DeLonka, John Frankowicz and Paul Pawlowski; students Res. V.P. A. Sokolowski, Secy.-Tres. J. Robaczewski, Dir. E. Sadus (D9); (Front) A. Sadus, E. Matson,
from PRCUA'’s St. Raphael Kalinowski Polish Language and L. Matson, N. Makarewicz, M. Czachor and Principal M. Czachor

Dance School students from Munster, IN; National PRCUA
Officers Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowski, Secretary-Treasurer James
Robaczewski and President Joseph A. Drobot, Jr.; Past
National Officers and Directors, District 9 Officers and District
#9 National Director Elizabeth Sadus. St. Raphael Kalinowski
students served as the readers and read the petitions, in Polish
and English.

Reverend Stephen Kosinski, Pastor of All Saint’s Church in
Hammond, IN, was the homilist, injecting his own unique wit,
humor and words of wisdom. Throughout the Mass,
inspirational hymns were sung by cantor Mary Helen
Blankenberger, who was accompanied on the organ by Joanne
Rossbach.

After Mass, everyone gathered a few blocks away at the
Glenwood Oaks Restaurant in Glenwood, IL, for a luncheon
marking this auspicious occasion. Guests were welcomed by
District 9 President Paul Pawlowski. Then, PRCUA Secretary-
Treasurer James Robaczewski sang the Polish National
Anthem and PRCUA President Joseph A. Drobot Jr. sang the
American National Anthem. Special guests at the luncheon
included Past District #9 Directors Elizabeth Grabowski and
Ted Pawlowski, as well as Past Insurance Supervisor Barbara
Pawlowski, whose late husband, Casimir, was a District #9
National Director.

After lunch, students from the Polish school presented a
brief oral history of the PRCUA from its founding in 1873 to
the present.

The 60-year history of District 49 was on display in a
photographic exhibit. It traced the roots of the first District
meeting, held at the Polish Home in the Roseland
neighborhood of Chicago in 1953, to the present day.

At the conclusion of the program, District #9 National
Director Elizabeth Sadus expressed thanks to all who shaped
the history of District #9 and to those who are working to
secure its bright future.

The anniversary event, which was expertly planned and
chaired by National Director of District #9 Beth Sadus, ended
with Dist. #9 Past Director Ted Pawlowski, a well-seasoned
musician, playing traditional Polish tunes on his accordion for
everyone’s enjoyment.

PRCUA Flag Bearers (I-r) Paul Pawlowski of District #9, John Frankowicz
of District #8 and Stephen DeLonka, Jr. of District #7

PRCUA District #9 President Past Insurance Supervisor
Paul Pawlowski Barbara Pawlowski

- Dir. Elizabeth Sadus, District #9
(Photos by Geno Sadus and Res. V.P. Anna Sokolowsksi)

Allison Sadus with Dist. #
Dir. Elizabeth Sadus

) DISTRICT #9 ¢
A4

St. Raphael Kalinowski students presenting the PRCUA history (L-r) Eugene, Steven, Geno and Anthony Sadus
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DETROIT/STERLING HTS,,
MI - Members of the PRCUA
in Michigan celebrated the
organization’s 140th
Anniversary on Sunday,
October 6, 2013. The Jubilee
started with Holy Mass being
celebrated at the historic St.
Albertus Roman Catholic
Church in Detroit, MI, the very
place where our fraternal was
founded in 1873. PRCUA
National Vice Chaplain,
Reverend Monsignor Stanley E.
Milewski, P.A., was the Main
Celebrant.

The Mass was a celebration
of not only the PRCUA’s 140th
anniversary, but also marked
“October - Polish American

Heritage Month” in
Interior of historic St. Albertus Church, Detroit, MI collaboration with the Polish
American Historic Site Association. Over two hundred PRCUA dancers,
representing eleven Michigan PRCUA dance schools, attended the Mass
dressed in colorful, authentic Polish folk attire. They participated in the
procession into church, along with PRCUA Executive Officers President
Joseph A. Drobot Jr., with First Lady Judith Drobot; Resident V.P. Anna
Sokolowski with her husband, Mark; Secretary-Treasurer James
Robaczewski and his wife, Elaine; V.P. Robert Bielenda, with his wife,
Eleanor; National Directors from District #10 Christopher Ozog and
Thomas Lisiecki; National Director of District #5 Joan Sylak; as well as
President Emeritus Wallace Ozog, with his wife, Joann. Past Director of
District #10, Barbara Toboy, was also present with her family, as was
Associate Marketing Dir. Ted Klamerus and his wife, Sally.
During the Mass, hymns were sung by the St Albertus Choir, led by
PRCUA member Celeste Grabowski. Celeste was the grand prize winner
in Narod Polski’s 140th Anniversary Quiz. She received a prize of $140 and a PRCUA history
book “The Eagle and the Cross.”

After Mass, guests proceeded to the Polish American Century Club of Sterling Heights, MI,
where a dinner was held. Everyone was warmly welcomed by District #10 Director Tom
Lisiecki. The program began with the singing of the Polish and American National Anthems.
Then, Monsignor Stanley Milewski offered benediction before the meal. As everyone enjoyed
the wonderful lunch, the eleven Michigan PRCUA dance schools began the program of national
and regional Polish dances that they prepared especially for this significant anniversary.

In accordance with Polish tradition, the program started with the traditional Polish dance
that opens any great event, the Polonez, performed by the Tatry Dancers. The Syrena Ensemble
then performed the Krakowiak.

Keeping with the theme of Polish national dances, the Halka Dancers performed the Mazur.
This was followed by the Polskie Maki Dancers performing a lively Kujawiak/Oberek. Then Mala
Polska Dance Ensemble performed their Krakowiak.

This was followed by the Zajaczek Dancers, who performed dances from Spisz. The
Gwiazda Dance Group presented a suite of dances from the Zywiec mountain region. The
Rogalin Dance Troupe performed the Krakowiak, followed by the Wieliczka Dancers - the first
PRCUA dance group established in Michigan - who performed dances from Lublin, in the
eastern part of Poland. Then came another performance of the ever-popular Krakowiak by the
Opole Dancers. The Zakopane Dancers concluded the show with a special finale that included
the performance of a suite of dances from Przeworsk.

ART CONTEST - PRCUA Blessed Pope John Paul II Society #1593, sponsor of Michigan’s
PRCUA 140th Anniversary Art Contest, had a lovely display of contest entries set up in the
Hall. The contest was open to Michigan PRCUA members in Kindergarten through Grade 12.
We are grateful to Raymond Okonski and his wife, Suzanne Sloat, who generously sponsored
this contest; to Mary Ellen Tyszka and Jackie Kolowski, members of Friends of Polish Art, who
judged the contest; and to Joann Ozog who served as Chairperson.

Winners of the Art Contest were announced at the celebration and those present were
awarded their monetary prize. The winners are: K-Grade 3 (1st) Lukasz Wendt, (2nd) Paige
Jaczkowski, (3rd) Dennis Barth; Grade 4-7 (1st) Marianna Osentoski, (2nd) Kenny Germain,
(tied for 3rd) Joey Smigiel and Grace Ozog; (Grade 8-12) (1st) Kacy Shaheen, (2nd) Ryan Ozog,
and (3rd) Lauren McGovern.

(Continued on page 16)
Photos by Res. V.P. Anna and/or Mark Sokolowski

(Right) Rachel Kasperek, Basia
Nowakowski, Tom Schmanski,

Tricia Dennis
(Below) Donna & Tom Skurski
with Misia Jaminski

M. Sokolowski, Pres. J. Drobot, R. Jaminski, V.P. R. Bielenda, and
Secy.-Tres. J. Robaczewski

Past District
#10 Director
Barbara Toboy
with her
daughter,
Ania

-

PRCUA history panels on display at the hall
depicted photographs of activities and events through the decades
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(Continued from page 15)

Special thanks goes to Zajaczek Dance School for having the
most entries; to Christopher Ozog, National PRCUA Director,
District 10 for assisting in displaying the artwork; and to those
students who took the time, interest and effort to participate.

President Drobot then expressed congratulations to all the
winners and thanked Society #1593 for sponsoring the contest
and Joann Ozog for chairing the contest. He then announced that
the PRCUA was awarded the Gloria Artis Siver Medal for Merit to
Culture, which is a decoration in Arts awarded by the Ministry of
Culture and National Heritage of the Republic of Poland to
persons and organizations for distinguished contributions to, or
protection of, Polish culture and Polish heritage. President
Drobot invited all present to come and view the silver medal, and
he thanked everyone for helping the PRCUA to earn this honor.

PRCUA Resident Vice President Anna Sokolowski, who is in
her final year of office, was asked to say a few words. Anna
thanked all for attending and gave a special “thank you” to all of
the PRCUA dance groups, their directors, and dancers for their
wonderful performances, for being proud of their Polish heritage
and for exhibiting great pride in their membership in the Polish
Roman Catholic Union of America.

After lunch, a rousing Sto Lat Jeszcze Raz was sung and
everyone mingled with PRCUA friends and members of other
Pol-Am groups: Polish Women’s Alliance, Polish National
Alliance, Polish American Historical Site Assoc., St. Albertus
Hist. Soc. and Polish American Central Citizens Committee.

Thanks are extended to the PRCUA Officers for attending the
Michigan celebration, and for bringing special guests Richard &
Misia Jaminski, Artistic Directors/Choreographers of PRCUA’s
Wesoly Lud Polish Folk Dance Co. Also a special thank you is
extended to all the PRCUA Michigan Dance School Directors,
teachers and students, who made the 140th Anniversary
celebration a great success.

- By Thomas Lisiecki - National Director - District #10
(Photos: Res. VP Anna Sokolowski)

S
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Dyrektorzy Dystr. #8 James Rustik
i Krystyna Lech powitali gosci

Wystepy mlodziezy
ze szkolek tanca i jez.
polskiego w Dystr. #8

-
—— T

“Kraj rodzinny matki mej”
zaspiewaly Rene Kroplewski i
Annette Nowakowski

Odspiewanie hymnéw
narodowych (I-p): prezes
ZPRKA Joseph Dorbot, James
Rustik i sekretarz-
skarbnik ZPRKA
Jim Robaczewski

Program uroczystosci
w Dystr. #8 prowadzila
Micheline Jaminski

(kont. ze str. 24) Dystryktu #8 i ZPRKA wzniosta wiceprezeska ZPRKA Anna
Sokotowski. Hymny narodowe odspiewali prezes ZPRKA Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. i
skarbnik-sekretarz ZRPKA James Robaczewski.

Po obiedzie krotko przemowili dyrektorzy Dyst. #8 Krystyna Lech i James A.
Rustik. Program us$wietnity przepigkne wystepy dzieci i mtodziezy ze szkot jezyka
polskiego, nalezacych do Dystryktu, grup tanecznych zrzeszonych w tym Dystrykcie:

(Szkota Polska im. Marii Konopnickiej, Szkota Polska Jana Pawla I, ZPiT “Wesoty
Lud”, ZPiT “Polanie”, “Potudniowo-Zachodnie Centrum Polskich Tancow”).
Pigknego walca zatanczyli kandydaci balu “Kopciuszek 1 Ksiazg 20137, a piosenke¢
“Kraj rodzinny matki mej” zaspiewaty Rene Bober-Kroplewski i Annette Zurawski-
Nowakowski. Na zakonczenie, wszyscy mtodzi artysci zaspiewali Hymn ZPRKA.
Program prowadzita Micheline Jaminski, choreogafi¢ do programu artystycznego
przygotowali pp. Micheline i Ryszard Jaminscy.
zdjecia: Anna Sokotowski, Lidia Kowalewicz

S

Uroczystosci Towarzystw z Toledo w Dystrykcie #5

T

Ks. Kwiatkowski odprawil
msze §w.

Christine Forbes z dzie¢mi -
tancerzami ZPiT “Echoes of
Poland” i dyr. Dystr. #10,
Christopherem Ozog

W dniu 19 maja 1913 r.
Towarzystwa #1584, 1633,
1617 1 719 z Dystryktu #5
ZPRKA, zorganizowaly w zwiazku z uroczysto$ciami jubileuszowymi, msz¢ $w. i
$niadanie w PRCUA Club w Toledo, OH.

Gos¢émi specjalnymi uroczystosci byli: prezes ZPRKA Joseph Drobot, Jr. z zona
Judy, dyrektorzy krajowi Dystryktu #5 ZPRKA Joan Sylak i Mitchell Bienia, dyrektor
Dystryktu #10, Chirstopher Ozog, byty prezes ZPRKA Francis Rutkowski i jego Zona
Patioraz Zespot Tanca “Echoes of Poland”.

Mszg $w. odprawil kapelan Dystryktu #5 ks. Paul Kwiatkowski, ktoremu stuzyt
pomoca Tom Jesionowski. Msz¢ ubogacili grajac polke Randy Krajewski, Jimmy

L-p: Zuella Czarina, Andrea Misiuada,
Pat Ciesniewski, Doris Rober, Tina Podbielniak,
Linda Nyler, Aggie Dahar

Owczarzak i Jim Rutkowski.

Zespot “Echos of Poland”, ktorego dyrektorka i choreografem jest od 45 lat
Paulina Tul Ortyl, przedstawit pigkny repertuar tancoéw, ktory spotkat si¢ z goracym
aplauzem zgromadzonej publicznosci.

zdjecia: Joan Sylak, Teresa i Walter Gibala

=

Wystawa 140-lecia ZPRKA
w Muzeum Polskim w Ameryce

W piatek, 4 pazdziernika 2013 r. otwarta zostala w
godzinach wieczornych w Muzeum Polskim w Ameryce
' (MPA) w Chicago, wystawa poswigcona 140-letniej
historii ZPRKA, ktorej kustoszami byly redaktorki
“Narodu Polskiego” Kathryn Rosypal i Lidia

Kowalewicz, przygotowana dzigki pomocy archiwistow 1
o pracownikoéw MPA, pracownikow ZPRKA 1 duzej grupy
&3 wolontariuszy.

Program oficjalny rozpoczal prezes ZPRKA
Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. Witajac przybytych, podkreslit, iz
Zjednoczenie moze by¢ dumne ze swojej dzialalnosci, a
4 Polonia amerykanska - ze Zjednoczenia.

Z kilkoma stowami wystapity wiceprezeska
ZPRKA Anna Sokolowski oraz (kont. na str. 18)

Konsul Robert Rusiecki
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(kont. ze str. 17)
| redaktorki Kathryn
Rosypal 1 Lidia
Kowalewicz. Obecny
na otwarciu konsul RP
Robert
pogratulowal pigknego
jubileuszu oraz

Rusiecki

Prezes ZPRKA Joseph A. zauwa'zy}, _Z_e me'wwl'e L-p: archiwistka Halina Misterka,
Drobot, Jr. i wiceprezeska O078aN1ZaCJ1 MOZEC SIC ,y¢orki wystawy Kathryn Rosypal
Anna Sokolowski, powitali poszczyci¢ tak pigkna
gosci i pogratulowali
autorkom wystawy

i Lidia Kowalewicz, kustosz

rocznica, a idee, ktore kolekeji fotograficznej Julita Siegel
przysSwiecaty

i archiwistka Teresa Sromek

Goscie na otwarciu wystawy

zatozycielom ZPRKA, sa nadal aktualne.

Wsrod eksponatow wystawione zostaty m.in.
Konstytucja ZPRKA z 1882 r., rgcznie pisana przez
Jana Barzynskiego (jednego z zatozycieli); dokument
inkorporacyjny 1887 r.;
najwczesniejsze z posiadanych w zbiorach zdjgé z
Sejméw ZPRKA z 1896 roku; zdjecie z przekazania
pierwszego sztandaru ZPRKA przez towarzystwo
kobiece w 1905 r. Przedstawione zostaty w
chronologicznym spisie, najwazniejsze momenty ze
140-letniej historii oraz zarys dziatalno$ci sportowej i
skautingu, Wydziatu Kobiet, pisma Zjednoczenia,
wktad ksigzy w histori¢ ZPRKA, historia budynku
Zjednocznia oraz powstania Muzeum Polskiego,
pamiatki dot. zaszczytnej dziatalnosci charytatywnej Zjednoczenia, od czasu
powstania organizacji do czasow obecnych. Zaprezentowane zostaly historyczne
zdjecia z kolejnych Sejmow ZPRKA, jubileuszy, oraz z zycia Towarzystw, Osad i
Dystryktow ZPRKA, r6ézne pamiatki sejmowe, przypinki, medale, itp.

Dzigki staraniom dyrektora MPA, Jana Lorysia, dodatkowa atrakcj¢ stanowit
ponad 4 minutowy film z obchodow 65 rocznicy ZPRKA w 1938, nagrany przez
Polish American Film Co., ktéorego kopi¢ dostarczyta Filmoteka Narodowa w
Warszawie.

stanu Illinois =z

Niektore z wystawionych
eksponatow

W czasie wystawy, redaktor Kathryn Rosypal rozlosowata nagrody w konkursie

oglaszanym przez “Narod Polski”. zdjecia: Julita Siegel, Anna Sokolowski

Glowne uroczystosci 140-lecia ZPRKA

Gtowne uroczystosci jubileuszowe
ZPRKA odbyty si¢ w dniu 5 pazdziernika '
2013 r. w Chicago, IL. Uroczystosci [§
rozpoczegto uroczyste nabozenstwo w
kosciele §w. Stanistawa Kostki, najstarszej
parafii polskiej w Chicago, gdzie odprawiona
zostata robwniez msza $§w. w czasie 2-giego
Sejmu ZPRKA w 1874 r., kiedy siedziba
ZPRKA zostala przeniesiona do Chicago.

Msz¢ poprzedzita procesja do kosciota,
w ktorej udziat wzigli cztonkowie bytych i
obecnego zarzadow i dyrekcji ZPRKA,

poczet sztandarowy, liczne grono dzieci i |
mtodziezy ze szkotek piesni i tanca oraz
jezyka polskiego, sponsorowanych przez
ZPRKA (ZPiT “Polonia”, ZPiT “Wesoty
Lud”, Potudniowo-Zachodnie Centrum
Polskich Tancow, Szkota im Jana Pawta II 1
ZPiT “Polanie”, Szkota im. §w. Rafata
Kalinowskiego z zespotem dziecigcym “Maty R
Slask”, Szkota im. M. Konopnickiej) oraz
ksigza koncelebransi: kapelan ZPRKA ks.
kanonik Wtadystaw Ptak, wicekapelan ks. [
kanonik Anthony D. Iwu¢, proboszcz parafii f
$w. Stanistawa Kostki w Chicago ks.
Anthony Bus, proboszcz parafii $w. Trojcy w
Chicago ks. Andrzej Maslejak, ks. kanonik
Thomas C. Machalski, rektor Seminarium §$. Cyryla i
Metodego w Orchard Lake, MI, ks. Eugeniusz Szarek z
parafii $w. Jadwigi w Chicago, ks. Jacek Palica z klasztoru
00. Karmelitow w Munster, IN 1 proboszcz parafii $w. :
Ferdynanda w Chicago ks. Zdzistaw Torba.

W pigknym kazaniu, ks. Wiadystaw Ptak podkreslit,
ze od 140 lat ZPRKA jest wierne swojemu hastu

Dzieci i mlodziez ze szkélek ZPRKA
w procesji do kosciola $w. Stanistawa

przewodniemu, pracujac dla Ojczyzny i Polonii.
Dary mszalne do oftarza niesli: b. prezes ZPRKA “Kopciuszek i Ksigz¢ 2013”
Kelsey Cetnarowski
i Daniel Zuk

Francis Rutkowski - oryginalny dokument incorporacyjny
ZPRKA w stanie Illinois z 1887 r.; b. prezes ZPRKA
Edward G. Dykla - Konstytucje ZPRKA z 1896 r.; obecny prezes ZPRKA Joseph A.
Drobot, Jr. - obraz patrona ZPRKA Najsw. Serca Jezusa; obecni wiceprezesi ZPRKA
Anna Sokotowski i Robert Bielenda - Eucharysti¢ i wino.

Lektorami w czasie mszy byta mtodziez ze szkot tanca ZPRKA.

Na zakonczenie mszy $w. “Kopciuszek i1 Ksiazeg”, Kelsey Cetnarowski i Daniel
Zuk, przyniesli do stop oltarza nowa flage ZPRKA, ktora ks. kapelan (kont. na str. 19)

Sekretarz-skarbnik ZPRKA
James Robaczewski,
szef Misji Dyplomatycznej RP
Maciej Pisarski, konsul RP
w Chicago Paulina Kapuscinska
z m¢zem Eriuszem Rybackim

Czlonkowie zarzadu ZPRKA z malzonkami: pp.
Eleanor i Robert Bielenda, pp. Anna i Marek
Sokolowscy, pp. Judy i Joseph Drobot

Dary mszalne zaniesli do oltarza: (I-p) wiceprezesi
ZPRKA Robert Bielenda i Anna Sokolowski, b. prezes
ZPRKA Francis Rutkowski, prezes Joseph A. Drobot

oraz b. prezs ZPRKA Edward G. Dykla

Lektorami w czasie mszy byla
mlodziez ze szkél ZPRKA
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(kont. ze str. 18) Wiadystaw Ptak poswigcit.

Muzyke i piesni w czasie mszy $w. przygotowat p.
Witold Socha wraz z cztonkami zespotu “Romeo Band”.
W czasie komunii, mtodzi tancerze z ZPiT “Polonia”
zaspiewali “Barke”.

Bezposrednio po mszy §w. uczestnicy udali si¢ do sali
bankietowej “Biatego Orta” w Niles, 1L, gdzie odbyt si¢
uroczysty bankiet jubileuszowy. \

Gosci powitat oficjalnie sekretarz-skarbnik ZPRKA ||
James Robaczewski. Program prowadzita prezeska [i

Muzeum Polskiego w Ameryce, Maria Cie$la. Pani CieSla Homili¢ wyglosil kapelan
przedstawita wchodzacych na sale gosci cztonkow zarzadu 1 naczelny ZPRKA
dyrekcji ZPRKA, ktorym towarzyszyli wspotmatzonkowie i~ ks. Wiadystaw Ptak
tancerze zespoldw piesni i tanca “Polonia” ’
1 “Wesoty Lud”. W kolejnosci weszli:
dyrektorzy ZPRKA Marsha Mikuszewski
(Dystykt #1), Greg Olma (D. #2), Joanne
Zajac (D. #3), Richard Turkiewicz z Zona

Bugielski z zong (D. #7), Krystyna Lech z
me¢zem 1 James Rustik (D. #8), Elizabeth
Sadus (D. #9), Christhopher Ozog (D. #10).
Nastgpnie na salg uroczyscie weszli:
wiceprezeska American Fraternal Alliance [8
Allison Koppel, prezes Kongresu Polonii
Amerykanskiej 1 Zwiazku Narodowego
Polskiego Frank Spula, konsul generalna RP
w Chicago, Paulina Kapuscinska z m¢zem |
konsulem Eriuszem Rybackim, szef Misji
Dyplomatyczej RP w Waszyngtonie Maciej
Pisarski, byli prezesi ZPRKA Francis
Rutkowski i Edward Dykla, kapelan [
naczelny ZPRKA ks. Wtadystaw Ptak i
wicekapelan ks. Antoni Iwué, oraz obecni “Kopciuszek i Ksiaze 2013” - Kelsey
czlonkowie zarzadu ZPRKA: sekertarz- Cetnarowski i Daniel Zuk, zaprezentowali
skarbnik ZPRKA James Robaczewski z poswigcong nows flage ZPRKA
zona, wiceprezes Robert Bielenda z zona, wiceprezeska Anna Sokolowski z mezem,
prezes Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. z Zona.

W czasie kolacji przybyt rowniez i zasiadt przy stole honorowym arcybiskup
archidiecezji Chicago J.E. kardynat Francis George.

Hymny narodowe od$piewaly: Aleksandra Podowski - polski i Annette
Nowakowski - amerykanski. Marlena Dzi$ wykonata Hymn Zjednoczenia, w chwili,
gdy wiceprezes ZPRKA Robert Bielenda uroczyscie wnidst nowa flage ZPRKA.

Inwokacj¢ odmowit wicekapelan ZPRKA ks. kanonik Anthony D. Iwu¢.
Uroczysty toast wzniosta wiceprezeska ZPRKA Anna Sokotowski.

Po obiedzie z przemdéwieniami wystapili J.E. kardynat Francis George, prezes
ZNP i KPA Frank Spula; wiceprezes wykonawczy American Fraternal Alliance
Allison Koppel; prezes ZPRKA Joseph Drobot i Konsul Generalny RP Paulina
Kapuscinska. Szef Misji Dyplomatyczej RP w Waszyngtonie Maciej Pisarski odczytat
list nadestany przez ambasadora Ryszarda Schnepfa. Konsul Paulina Kapuscinska, w
imieniu Ministra Kultury 1 Dziedzictwa Narodowego RP, odznaczyta ZPRKA
Srebrnym Medalem Zastuzony Kulturze “Gloria Artis”. Medal zostat przyznany za
upowszechnianie kultury polskiej i ochrong polskiego dziedzictwa narodowego.
Prezes ZPRKA Joseph A. Drobot, Jr., ktory odebrat w imieniu Zjednoczenia Polskiego
Rzymsko-Katolickiego, wyrazit gorace podzigkowania dla Rzadu RP za przyznanie
medalu naszej organizacji. Dodat takze, iz medal ten nadany zostal bytym, obecnym i
przysztym dziataczom i cztonkom ZPRKA. Kontynuujac, mowit: ,,Dlaczego nasi
przodkowie przyjechali do Ameryki? Poniewaz Ameryka oferowata (kont. ze str. 21)

i
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Frank Spula Francis Rutkowski

L

Gosci powital sekretarz- Program prowadzila
skarbnik ZPRKA prezeska MPA Maria
Jim Robaczewski Ciesla
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Gosci witali i wprowadzali

Allison Koppel - American na sal¢ czlonkowie zespoléw
Fraternal Alliance tanecznych ZPRKA

Prezes KPA i PNA Byly prezes ZPRKA Byly prezes ZPRKA
Edward Dykla

Hymny narodowe polski i
amerykanski wykonaly Ola

Nowa flage wniosl wiceprezes
ZPRKA Robert Bielenda

Podowski (I) i Annette Nowakowski

Toast wzniosta Marlena Dzi$ Tort jubileuszowy pokroily: (I-p) b. wiceprezeski

wiceprezeska Anna zaspiewala Lori Gérny i Dolores Spejewski,

Sokolowski Hymn ZPRKA b. sekr. gen. ZPRKA Joyce Szarowicz

Szef Misji Dyplomatyczej Prezes ZPRKA
Maciej Pisarski Joseph A. Drobot, Jr.

Ks. Anthony Iwué i ks. Thomas Machalski
odméwili modlitwy przed i po obiedzie

iy

J.E. kardynat
Francis George

Marlena Dzi$ i prezez Drobot
w jednym z duetéow
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(kont. ze str. 19) im dwie rzeczy: wolnos¢ i nadziejg. Wolno$¢ i nadziejg, aby marzy¢
o lepszym zyciu 1 mozliwosciach dla siebie i swoich rodzin, dla przysztych pokolen.
W 1973 r. zalozone zostatlo ZPRKA. Powstato, aby wypetié potrzeby spotecznosci
Polskiej w Stanach Zjednoczonych, w celu zapewnienia im poczucia przynalezno$ci
rodzinnej 1 towarzyskiej, tozsamosci religijnej i kulturalnej, pamigci o Starym Kraju
oraz jako zrédto informacji oraz jako reprezentant Polonii w nowym kraju.
Zjednoczenie przetrwato dzigki swemu patronowi - Boskiemu Sercu Jezusa, ktore nas
prowdzito i nad nami czuwato oraz dzigki nazwie - ktoéra jest symbolem i
wyrazicielem wartos$ci, cechujacych naszych rodakow i nasza organizacjg:
samowystarczalno$ci, niezaleznosci, silnej woli, pracowito$ci, umitlowania wolnosci,
lojalnosci wobec rodziny, wiernos$ci kulturze i tradycji narodowej. JesteSmy
beneficjentami nadziei i marzen, ktére przy$wiecaty naszym poprzednikom, a naszym
zadaniem jest ich kontynuacja dla przysztych pokolen”.

W programie artystycznym wystapity w czasie wieczoru dwa zespoty ZPRKA:
ZPiT ,Polonia i ZPiT ,,Wesoty Lud”. Dodatkowa atrakcja byl wystep duetu w
osobach prezesa ZPRKA Josepha Drobota i Marleny Dzis$, ktorzy zaspiewali piesn
“Usta milcza, dusza $piewa” z operetki “Wesota wdoéwka” Lehara oraz ,,La ci darem la
mano...” z opery ,,Don Giovanni” Mozarta, akompaniowata im Jennifer McCabe.

Modlitwe na zakonczenie czgsci oficjalnej odmowit rektor Zespotu Szkot w
Orchard Lake, ks. Thomas Machalski.

Goscie bawili si¢ do péznych godzin wieczornych przy dzwigkach zespotu Romeo
Band.

zdjecia: Julita Siegel, Anna Sokolowski

R

Uroczystosci w Dystrykcie #10 w Michigan

W niedzielg, 6 pazdziernika 2013 r. uroczyste
obchody 140-lecia ZPRKA odbyty si¢ w Detroit, MI. |
Gospodarzem uroczystosci byt Dystrykt #10 ZPRKA.

W potudnie odprawiona zostata w zabytkowym
kosciele sw. Wojciecha, gdzie ZPRKA zostato zatozone |

w 1873 r., uroczysta msza §w. Mszg odprawit
wicekapelan ZPRKA ks. infutat Stanley Milewski.
Pies$ni $piewat chor parafialny, ktoremu przewodzita
Celeste Grabowski, skarbniczka Tow. #1593 ZPRKA.
Dzigki wspotpracy z Polish American Historic Site

Association, mszg jubileuszowa

Zjednoczenia potaczono z ;
Celebrans mszy $w.

jubileuszowej w Detroit,
wicekapelan ZPRKA ks.
infulat Stanley Milewski

obchodami Miesiaca
| Dziedzictwa Polskiego.

We mszy uczestniczyto
ponad 400 tancerzy ze szkotek
tanca sponsorowanych przez ZPRKA. Ubrani w pigkne
| ludowe stroje rozpoczeli uroczysta procesje do ko$ciota, w

¥ ktorej kroczyli rowniez: cztonkowie zarzadu ZPRKA - prezes

] Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. z matzonka, wiceprezeska Anna
Lektorka w czasie mszy

jubileuszowej w kosciele
Sw. Wojciecha

Sokotowska z mgzem, wiceprezes Robert Bielenda z
matzonka, sekretarz-skarbnik James Robaczewski, dyrektorzy
= Dyst.ryktu #10 ZPRKA?
"= | Christopher Ozog i
| Thomas Lisiecki, b.
‘| prezes ZPRKA Wallace
Ozog z matzonka, b.
dyrektora Dyst. #10
Barbara Toboy =z
rodzina, z-ca dyrektora
marketingu Ted
Klamerus z matzonka.

Prezes Drobot pokazuje mlodym tancerzom medal
“Gloria Artis”

Po mszy uczestnicy
sie do Polish
American Century Club w Sterling Heights, MI, gdzie przygotowany byt poczgstunek
(dzigki uprzejmosci pp. Okonskich). Ks. Milewski odméwit inwokacje, od$piewano
rowniez polski i amerykanski hymn narodowy.

udali

W programie artystycznym wystapito 11 grup tanecznych ze szkot tanca ZPRKA
w stanie Michigan: “Tatry”, “Syrena”, “Halka”, “Polskie Maki”, “Mata Polska”,
“Zajaczek”, “Gwiazda”, “Rogalin”, “Wieliczka” “Opole” i “Zakopane”.

W czasie lunchu wrgczone zostaly nagrody zwycigzcom konkursu artystycznego
dla dzieci i mtodziezy z Michigan, sponsorowanego przez Tow. #1593 ZPRKA z
okazji 140-lecia ZPRKA.

Nastepnie krotko wystapit prezes ZPRKA Joseph A. Drobot, Jr., ktory
podzigkowat i pogratulowat wszystkim oraz zaprezentowat przyznany ZPRKA medal
“Gloria Artis”, otrzymany dzien wczesniej w czasie uroczystosci w Chicago. Prezes

Jubileuszowy program artystyczny
tancerzy ze szkéltek w Michigan

Tancerze ze szkélek ZPRKA w Michigan z czlonkami zarzadu ZPRKA
i dyrektorami Dystryktu #10 ZPRKA

wyrazitl podzigkowanie wszystkim cztonkom Zjednoczenia, dzigki ktorych pracy i
poswigceniu ZPRKA otrzymato tak zaszczytne odznaczenie.

Wiceprezeska ZPRKA Anna Sokotowski podzigkowata wszystkim tancerzom i
mtodziezy za udzial w uroczystosciach, ktorzy kontynuujac polska tradycje, sa dumni
z polskiego dziedzictwa narodowego i z przynaleznosci do Zjednoczenia Polskiego
Rzymsko Katolickiego w Ameryce.

Po lunchu wszyscy ods$piewali “Sto lat”. Na uroczysto$ci obecni byli
przedstawiciele Zwiazku Narodowego Polskiego, Zwiazku Polek w Ameryce, Polish
American Historical Site Association, St. Albertus Historical Society i Polish
American Central Citizens Committee.

SN —

Uroczystosci jubileuszowe w Dystrykcie #5 w Ohio

W niedzielg, 13 pazdziernika
jubileusz 140-lecia ZPRKA

O godz. 11:30 rozpoczgla sig
msza $w. w koSciele S$w.

| Kazimierza w Cleveland,

| poprzedzona procesja do
Swiatyni. Procesj¢ otwierali

sekr.-skarbnik (kont. ze str. 22)

Procesja do kos$ciola §w. Kazimierza
w Cleveland, OH
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(kont. ze str. 21) James
Robaczewski, ktory niost
| nowo poswigcona flage
{ ZPRKA 1 dyrektor
| Dystryktu #5 ZPRKA,
Mitchell Bienia. Za nimi
| weszta grupa weteranow
| PAVA General Sikorski
== Post 203 oraz tancerze
| ZPiT “Piast” ubrani w
piekne kolorowe ludowe
stroje, nastgpnie
przedstawiciele lokalnych

Ks. Eric Orzech - msza
w Cleveleand, OH

Procesja z darami mszalnymi

organizacji polonijnych oraz
cztonkowie zarzadu i dyrekcji ZPRKA.

Nabozenstwo w jezyku angielskim i polskim odprawit ks.
Eric Orzech, proboszcz parafii §w. Kazimierza. Przed
zakonczeniem mszy $w. dyrektor Mitchell Bienia powitat
wszytkich, ktorzy obecni byli na mszy $w. z okazji 140-lecia
ZPRKA. Do zebranych zwrocit sig¢ rowniez prezes ZPRKA
Joseph A. Drobot, Jr., ktory powiedzial, ze przyznany
Zjednoczeniu przez Ministerstwo Kultury i Dziedzictwa
Narodowego Srebrny Medal Zastuzony Kulturze “Gloria
Artis”, nie zostal przyznany jemu jako prezesowi, nie Zjednoczeniu, ale tak naprawde
zostal przyznany catej Polonii amerykanskiej, jako wyraz glebokiego uznania, za
przechowywanie kultury i tradycji polskiej na ziemi amerykanskie;.

Poniewaz parafia §w. Kazimierza zostala ponownie otwarta rok temu po 3-letniej

Weterani, ktorzy wzieli
udzial we mszy $w.

przerwie i odprawiane jest w niej tylko jedno nabozenstwo tygodniowo, na

zakonczenie mszy §w. odmoéwiony zostatl rowniez Rozaniec i poswigcony
Przenajswigtszy Sakrament.

Na uroczystosci przybyty delegacje z
Akron, Lorain i Toledo, obecna byta
dyrektorka Dystr. #5 Joan Sylak, przyjechaly
delegacje z Detroit, MI i Buffalo, NY.
Obecni réwniez byli cztonkowie zarzadu
ZPRKA: prezes Joseph A. Drobot, Jr.,
wiceprezes Robert Bielenda i sekretarz-
skarbnik James Robaczewski z matzonkami.

Po mszy $w. uczestnicy wzigli udziat w

Ks. Orzech z mlodymi tancerzami

lunchu przygotowanym przez komitet
parafialny. Parafia $w. Kazimierza ma zwyczaj spotykania si¢ na wspolnym lunchu po
niedzielnych nabozenstwach, tym razem jednak obecnych byto na poczgstunku ponad
200 gosci. W czasie lunchu John Szleszynski & Son umilali czas muzyka.

Department Marketingowy ZPRKA przygotowal wiele materiatow
informacyjnych, ktore przekazal uczestnikom uroczystosci.

Po lunchu gos$cie mieli okazj¢ podziwia¢ wigzanke tancow krakowskich w
wykonaniu ZPiT “Piast”. Ashley Budzilo zaprezentowata solowy taniec w rytmie
kujawiaka, do ktorego zaprosita prezesa ZPRKA Josepha Drobota.

Na zakonczenie programu artystycznego, choreograf Agnieszka Kotlarcik
zaprosita obecna na uroczysto$ci mtodziez do wstapienia w szergi ZPiT “Piast”

na podst. art. Mitchella Bieni
zdjecia: Matgorzata i Henryk Kacki

Uroczystosci jubileuszowe w Dystrykcie #3 w Pensylwanii

W Filadelfii,
uroczystosci jubileuszowe
z okazji 140-lecia ZPRKA
odbyty si¢ w niedzielg 27
lpazdziernika.
Gospodarzem byt
Dystrykt #3 ZPRKA.

W  godzinach
porannych w biurze
satelitarnym ZPRKA
przygotowana zostala
kawa 1 lekki poczestunek,
a cztonkowie ZPRKA i
odwiedzajacy mieli okazje

Msza $w. jubileuszowa w koSciele $w. Wojciecha

w Filadelfii, PA obejrzeé, przygotowana

specjalnie na ta okazjg, okolicznosciowa wystawe zdjec 1 podzieli¢ si¢ wspomnieniami

z dziatalno$ci Unii Polskiej w Ameryce i ZPRKA - trudno byto uwierzy¢, ze mingto

16 lat, jak Unia

Polska w Ameryce

przytaczyta si¢ do
ZPRKA.

Filadelfii, potaczone
zostaly z 9
przygotowanymi [
przez Kongres Polonii
Amerykanskiej

Pennsylvanig -1
“Dozynkami”. ‘

Na filadelfijskich
obchodach obecny byt
prezes ZPRKA Joseph A. Drobot, Jr. z zona Judy oraz wielu bytych cztonkow zarzadu
UPWA, byte debiutantki, wielu b. cztonkoéw 1 dziataczy.

O godz. 10:15 cztonkowie ZPRKA wraz z harcerzami i cztonkami Polsko-
Amerykanskiego Centrum Kultury, wyruszyli w procesji do kosciota $w. Wojciecha w
Filadelfii. Procesji przewodzili dyrektorka Centrum Kultury Theresa Romanowska
oraz prezes ZPRKA Joseph Dorbot.

Mszg $w. odprawit ks. Jan Palkowski. Otatrz gtéwny ozdabiaty dwa pigkne kosze
kwiatow w kolorach jesieni. Ottarze Najsw. Serca Pana Jezusa i Matki Boskiej zostaty
ozdobione koszami czerwonych roz i biatych chryzatnem z okazji 140-tej rocznicy
ZPRKA - ufundowanymi przez Dystrykt #3 ZPRKA.

Dzieci, ubrane w kolorowe stroje ludowe, $piewaly w czasie mszy piesni, harcerze
stali na warcie honorowej. Spiewowi przewodzita Maria Kolenda. Dary mszalne do
oltarza przyniesli pp. Drobot.

Ks. Palkowski wygtosit pigknag mowg na temat naszej organizacji, zaznajamiajac
wszystkich z poczatkami i dziatalnoscia ZPRKA. Wspomnial, ze Zjednoczenie
powstato, aby pomagac¢ nowo przybylym Polakom, ktorzy osiedlili si¢ w okolicy i ze
ZPRKA pomogto wybudowac¢ parafig¢ $w. Wojciecha. Dodal, ze gdyby nie ludzie tacy
jak cztonkowie ZPRKA, ko$ciot nigdy nie zostatby wzniesiony, ze Zjednoczenie ma
silng pozycj¢ i powinnis§my by¢ dumni z naszej historii i naszej organizacji, ktora
dziata preznie przez 140 lat. Ks. Palkowski przedstawit nastgpnie pp. Josepha i Judy
Drobot catemu zgromadzeniu. Po wyjsciu z kosciota grupa cztonkow ZPRKA
ustawita si¢ na schodach koscielnych, aby zrobi¢ pamiatkowe zdjgcie, tak jak to

Pamiatkowe zdjecie przed ko$ciolem po mszy

czynili ci, ktorzy byli przed nami - stajac przed kosciotem §w. Wojciecha - na
pamiatke dla przysztych pokolen.

Wielu uczestnikow mszy udato si¢ do sali parafialnej na obchody dozynkowe.
Przygotowany positek kusit wspanialymi zapachami. Polsko Amerykanskie Centrum
Kultury przygotowato stoisko z réznego rodzaju pamiatkami z Polski, ktéore mozna
bylo zakupi¢. Czas umilata kapela grajaca polki.

Prezes KPA na Wsch. PA Michael Blichasz oraz dyr. Centrum Kultury Theresa
Romanowski, ktorzy sa rowniez cztonkami ZPRKA, poprosili pp. Drobotow o
poprowadzenie poloneza oraz prezesa Drobota o podzielenie si¢ z zebranymi swoim
talentem 1 $piew.

Wyrazy podzigkowania kierujemy do p. Blichasz i do p. Romanowskiej, ze
zgodzili sig potaczy¢ wspdlne uroczystosci oraz do Helen Melnick 1 Sharon Quinn, za
przygotowanie tych wspaniatych obchodow.

na podst. art. Joanne J. Zajac
zdjecia: Janusz Romanski
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Uroczystosci jubileuszowe w Dystrykcie #6 w Wisconsin

Jubileuszowe obchody 140-lecia
ZPRKA w Wisconsin, przygotowane pzez
Dystrykt #6 ZPRKA, odbyty sig¢ w
| niedzielg, 27 pazdziernika 2013 r. Pigkny
1Vl | jesienny dzien sprawil, ze dzien stal sig

A 3.’11\ bardziej uroczysty.
s Cztonkowie Dystryktu i goscie, zebrali
si¢ w parafii Sw. Augustyna na potudniowe;j
stronie miasta Milwaukee w Wisconsin.

Ks. Ronald Kotecki, administrator jest
réwniez cztonkiem ZPRKA i bardzo
| dobrze zna nasza braterska organizacjg.
Zwracajac si¢ do wiernych, powiedziat
wiele dobrego o ZPRKA i o wktadzie
Zjednoczenia w  zycie polskiej
spolecznosci w Stanach Zjednoczonych w
ciagu ostatnich 140 lat.

Poproszona o kilka stow wiceprezeska
ZPRKA Anna Sokotowski, sprawita, ze
wszyscy cztonkowie ZPRKA poczuli sig
bardzo dumni. Moéwita z olbrzymia
mitoscia, wiedzg i duma - nie tylko o
naszej organizacji, ale rowniez o Kosciele i
naszym kraju.

Uroczystosci zaszczycilo swoja
obecnoscia kilka osob ze Zwiazku Polek w

Dary mszalne do oltarza przyniesli Ameryce i Kongresu
wiceprezeska ZPRKA A. Sokolowski, = Amerykanskiej. Dzigkujemy im za

sekretarz-skarbnik ZPRKA J. Robaczewski Wsparcie’ jakiego nam udzielili przy Okazji
i dyrektorka Dystr. #6 C. Bonin

Msze $§w. w koSciele §w. Augustyna
odprawil ks. Ronald Kotecki

Polonii

naszego wspaniatego jubileuszu.

Zarzad ZPRKA reprezentowat rowniez sekretarz-skarbnik ZPRKA, James
Robaczewski. Prezes ZPRKA Joseph Drobot niestety nie mogt by¢ obecny, gdyz
reprezentowal zarzad na uroczystosciach 140-lecia w Filadelfii.

Po mszy uczestnicy udali si¢ na brunch w restauracji Polonez w St. Francis, WI,
gdzie delektowali si¢ pysznym polskim jedzeniem i przyjazna atmosfera.

Gosci przywitata na poczgstunku byta dyrektorka Dystr. #6 Sharon Haberski,
ktora oficjalnie przedstawita wiceprezsk¢ ZPRKA Anng Sokotowska i sekretarza-
skarbnika Jamesa Robaczewskiego, dzigkujac im jednoczes$nie za przybycie.
Przedstawila rowniez obecna dyrektorke Dystr. #6 Constance Bonin, ktora
podzigckowata wszystkim za wzigcie udzialu w uroczystosciach i pomoc w
przygotwaniu obchodéw w Wisconsin. P. Haberski podzielita si¢ nastgpnie ze
wszystkimi swoimi wspomnieniami z dziatalnosci ZPRKA i osiagnigciami
Zjednoczenia w Wisconsin.

Sympatyczna niespodzianka byto zaprezentowanie przez prezesa Kongresu
Polonii Amerykanskiej -
Oddziat Wisconsin Marka
Pienkosa, dokumentu stanu
Wisconsin, na mocy ktérego
Senat stanu Wisconsin ogtlosit
pazdziernik 2013 r.
"Miesiacem Dziedzictwa
Polsko-Amerykanskiego".

Jest to wyraz uznania dla

Polonii amerykanskiej i

potwierdzenie naszych wigzi z
Polska. Dokument ten zostat

L-p: Constance Bonin, James Robaczewski,
Anna Sokolowski, Mark Pienkos

W czasie lunchu w restauracji “Polonez”

uchwalony przez Senat w Wisconsin dzigki staraniom prezesa Pienkosa.
Uroczystosci zakonczyto wspdlne zyczenie wielu owocnych lat dla ZPRKA.
na podst. art. Connie Bonin & Sharon Haberski
zdjecia: Anna Sokotowski

Uroczystosci jubileuszowe w Dystrykcie #9 w Indianie

w sobote, 2
listopada 2013 r.,
cztonkowie, przyjaciele i
goscie, zgromadzili si¢
w potudnie w kosciele
$w Kierana w Chicago
Hts., IL na specjalnej

mszy $w. Zaduszkowej. 1 i i AR R
3 3 L G 0 i
1 LT b L
ﬂ o TR - —

Msza bytla rowniez
Msze $w. w parafii Sw. Kierana odprawil ks. Stephen Kosinski

odprawiona z okazji
obchodow 60. rocznicy
Dystryktu #9 ZPRKA i
140-lecia ZPRKA.
Msz¢ poprzedzita
procesja, w ktorej udzial

wzigli: poczty sztandarowe
ZPRKA, uczniowie Szkoty

Munster, IN,
obecnego zarzadu ZPRKA
prezes Joseph Drobot,
wiceprezeska Anna
Sokotowski i sekretrz-skarbnik
James Robaczewski, byli cztonkowie

Uczniowie ze szkoly $w. R. Kalinowskiego stuzyli
jako lektorzy w czasie mszy i przyniesli dary mszalne

zarzadu oraz cztonkowie zarzadu
Dystryktu #9 ZPRKA. Uczniowie
szkoty tanca ubrani w tradycyjne
polskie stroje, byli rowniez lektorami
W czasie mszy $w.

Homilig, przeplatana
niepowtarzalnym dowcipem, humorem

1 oczywiscie pelna inspiracji, wygtosit Uczniowie szkoly i goscie w czasie mszy

ks. Stephen Kosinski, proboszcz parafii Wszystkich Swietych w Hammond, IN. W
czasie mszy pigkne hymny §piewata Mary Helen Blankenberger, ktorej akompaniowat
organista Joanne Rossbach.

Po mszy wszyscy zebrali si¢
kilka przecznic dalej w Glenwood Oaks
Restaurant na uroczystym obiedzie.
Prezes Dystryktu #9 Paul Pawtowski
przywitat wszystkich gosci. Sekretarz-
skarbnik ZPRKA James Robaczewski
zaspiewatl polski hymn narodowy, a
prezes ZPRKA Joseph Drobot zaspiewat

amerykanski hymn. Wsgrod gosci na
$niadaniu obecni byli byli dyrektorzy

W uroczystosciach w Indianie udzial wzial
m.in. prezes ZPRKA Joseph A. Drobot, Jr.

Dystryktu #9 Elizabeth Grabowski i Ted Pawlowski.
Po lunchu, uczniowie z polskiej szkoty przedstawili histori¢ ZPRKA od momentu
zatozenia w roku 1873 do chwili obecnej. Ponadto, przygotowana zostata wystawa,

obrazujaca histori¢ Dystryktu #9, na ktorej mozna
byto przesledzi¢ korzenie powstania Dystryktu - od
pierwszego zebrania, ktére miato miejsce w Domu
Polskim w dzielnicy Roseland w Chicago w roku
1953 - do dnia dzisiejszego.

Na zakonczenie programu, dyrektor Dystryktu [
Elzbieta Sadus wyrazila swoje podzigkowania dla ."'
wszystkich, ktorzy ksztattowali histori¢ Dystryktu
#9 1 tych, ktorzy pracuja dzisiaj, aby zapewni¢ mu

Swietlang przysztos¢.
Popotudnie zakonczyt byty dyrektor Dystryktu
#9 ZPRKA Ted Pawlowski, zamilowany muzyk,
ktory zagral tradycyjne polskie melodie na
akordeonie. Dla wszystkich
uczestnikow  bylo  to
popotudnie pelne wrazen.

na podst. art.

Elizabeth Sadus
zdjecia: Geno

Sadus, Anna Sokotowski

Uczniowie i goscie w czasie lunchu
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BUDYNEK ZPRKA WPISANY DO
KRAJOWEGO REJESTRU ZABYTKOW!

Zabytkowy budynek z 1913
roku, w ktorym mieszcza sig
gtéwne biura Zjednoczenia
Polskiego Rzymsko Katolickiego
w Ameryce oraz Muzeum Polskie
w Ameryce, zostal oficjalnie

uznany za zabytek historyczny i z
dniem 2 stycznia 2013 roku

wpisany do Krajowego Rejestru
Zabytkoéw w USA. i
Pomimo, iz

budynek
przeszedt w czasie swojej 100-letniej historii liczne renowacje i remonty, zachowne
zostato jednak wiele oryginalnych elementéw architektonicznych i zdobniczych.
Budynek rowniez nadal spetnia funkcje, do ktorej zostat przeznaczony, co takze byto
uwzgledniane przy rozpatrywaniu wnioskow o wpis do rejestru.

Okolica, w ktérej budynek byl wzniesiony, byta na poczatku XX wieku
centrum zycia chicagowskiej Polonii. Tu, w poblizu pierwszej polskiej parafii (Sw.
Stanistawa Kostki), miaty swoje gtéwne siedziby najwigksze polskie organizacje, tu
znajdowalo si¢ Kolegium $w. Stanistawa, szkoty $rednie Holy Trinity i Holy Family,
szpital Nazaretanek, polskie drukarnie i r6znego rodzaju sklepy.

Budynek ZPRKA i MPA to “zywe” $wiadectwo poczatkow osadnictwa
polskiego i dziatalno$ci Polakow w Chicago.

Zjednoczenie wyroznione srebrnym
medalem Zastuzony Kulturze Gloria Artis

W czasie uroczystego bankietu
z okazji 140-lecia ZPRKA, ktory
odbyt si¢ 5 pazdziernika 2013 r. w
Niles, IL., ZPRKA zostalo
odznaczone srebrym medalem
»Zastuzony Kulturze Gloria Artis”.

Medal Konsul
Genralna RP w Chicago, pani
Paulina Kapuscinska. Medal
odebral w imieniu Zjednoczenia
prezes ZPRKA, Joseph A. Drobot.

Konsul Kapuscinska

wreczyta

przekazata wyrazy uznania dla

ZPRKA,

wieloletnie promowanie kultury - oA Ba®. .

polskie;. W imieniu ZPRKA medal Gloria Artis odebral z
Prezes Drobot podzigkowal rak Konsul Pauliny Kapuscinskiej prezes ZPRKA

pani Konsul oraz Ministerstwu Joseph A. Drobot, Jr.

Kultury i Dziedzictwa Narodowego zdjecie: Julita Siegel

za pielgegnowanie 1

RP, za przyznanie Zjednoczeniu tego zaszczytngo wyrdznienia.

Medal ,,Zastuzony Kulturze Gloria Artis” nadawany jest osobie lub instytucji
wyrdzniajacej si¢ w dziedzinie tworczosci artystycznej, dziatalnosci kulturalnej lub
ochronie kultury i dziedzictwa narodowego.

UROCZYSTOSCI JUBILEUSZOWE 140-LECIA ZPRKA

W 2013 roku Zjednoczenie Polskie Rzymsko-Katolickie w Ameryce
uroczyscie obchodzito jubileusz 140-lecia, ktory byt okazja nie tylko do
reminiscencji o minionych latach, ale rowniez okazja do zaprezentowania
obecnych osiagni¢¢ naszej organizacji, ktéra przez 140 lat wiernie stuzyta
1 stuzy polonijnej spoteczno$ci w Stanach Zjednoczonych, promujac
religijne, kulturalne i narodowe tradycje w imig hasta “Bog i Ojczyzna”.

W Wydaniu Specjalnym zalaczamy rozszerzony reportaz z
uroczystosci jubileuszowych w szes$ciu Dystryktach ZPRKA, oraz
wazniejszych wydarzen, ktoére towarzyszyty jubileuszowi 140-lecia
ZPRKA.

Uroczystos¢ 60-lecia Dystryktu #8 i 140-lecia ZPRKA

Uroczyste obchody 140-lecia |
ZPRKA  zapoczatkowat w
niedzielg, 17 lutego Dystrykt #8
ZPRKA. Jubileusz ZPRKA
potaczony zostat z obchodami 60-
lecia Dystryktu.

Uroczysto$ci rozpoczeta msza
sSw. w kosciele Our Lady of the
Woods w Orland Park, IL,
poprzedzona procesja do kosciota.

Ks. Michael G. Foley celebruje uroczysta msze Sw.
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Nabozenstwo koncelebrowat i homili¢ wyglosit
proboszcz parafii Our Lady of the Woods, ks. Michael
G. Foley. Lektorami w czasie nabozenstwa byli
uczniowie z szkot tanca 1 jezyka polskiego ZPRKA w
Dystrykcie #8. Dary do ottarza przyniesli czlonkowie
zarzadu ZPRKA oraz “Kopciuszek i Ksiazg 2013” -
Kelsey Cetnarowski i Daniel Zuk.

Po mszy $§w. odbyt si¢ w Orland Chateau w
Orland Park uroczysty bankiet. Po od$piewaniu f

hymnow narodowych, gosci przywitat ciepto dyrektor |:
Dystryktu #8, James Rustik.

Gratulacje z okazji wspaniatego jubileuszu
przekazal prezes ZPRKA Joseph A. Drobot, Jr.
Uroczysty toast za pomyslnos¢ (kont. na str. 17)

Poczet sztandarowy ZPRKA:
Ted Pawlowski, John
Frankowicz, Steven DeLonka



