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Zapraszamy
do czytania

stron 15-20
w jez. polskim.

2019 IRS Tax Deadline
Monday, April 15

As of the May 2019
edition of the Narod
Polski, the PRCUA
will be consolidating
printed copies and
will be mailing a
single newspaper to
each household. If
you would like to
continue to receive
multiple copies,
please contact our
office.

Reminder — you can
subscribe to receive
an electronic version
of our monthly paper!
More information at:
www.prcua.org/narod-
polski/

aya/@é‘y Easter!

“The Lord has risen from the Dead, as He said;
Let us all exult and rejoice, for He reigns for all eternity,

Alleluia!”
Entrance Antiphon, Easter Monday

The Lenten Season has come to an end and the joy of Christ’s Resurrection 1]
brings with it a renewed hope for a wearied world. May the ancient Easter
greeting first used by His Disciples “Christ is Risen, truly He is risen,
Alleluia,” fill our hearts with His love as we share the Blessed Egg and the
warmth of our family gatherings this Easter Day.

A Blessed, Peaceful and Happy Easter!
Wesotego Alleluja! Smacznego Jajka!

Very Rev. Canon Walter J. Ptak
National Chaplain

Chicago, IL - State of Illinois paid
tribute to Casimir Pulaski on Monday,
March 4, 2019 at the Sabina P. Logisz
Great Hall of the Polish Museum of
America. Prominent leaders of the State of
Illinois, Cook County, City of Chicago,
Chicago Archdiocese, and Polish-American
organizations, representatives of the Polish
Government and Polish Consulate General
in Chicago, and many Polish-Americans
participated in the celebration.

Casimir Pulaski (1748-1779) was a

Emanuel; PMA Historian Jan Lorys; Piotr
Janicki, Consul General of the Republic of
Poland in Chicago; Janice Schakowsky,
U.S. Representative from 9th
Congressional District of IL; Toni
Preckwinkle, President of the Cook
County Board; Frank Spula, President of
the Polish American Congress and Polish
National Alliance; Bogdan Chmielewski,
President/CEO of the Polish & Slavic
Federal Credit Union; Maria Pappas,
Treasurer of Cook County; Andrew

i
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Polish-born general who fought for the United States during the American
Revolution and is known as the “Father of American Cavalry”, and the
“Hero of Two Nations.” Pulaski died from the wounds he received in the
Battle of Savannah.

Casimir Pulaski Day in Illinois was established in 1977. It was
formally declared a state holiday on March 3, 1986.

The program began with a welcome by Malgorzata Kot, Managing
Director of the PMA, followed by the Presentation of Colors by T.
Kos$ciuszko Polish Lancers Society and national anthems sung by
Mirostawa Sojka-Topo6r, accompanied by pianist Bartlomiej Cigzobka.

Next, Dir. Kot introduced the Most Reverend Andrew Wypych,
Auxiliary Bishop of Chicago, who gave the invocation, and the Masters of
Ceremony, James J. Robaczewski, President of the Polish Roman Catholic

3 ﬁ* Union of America and
| -
N> \ w

Chairman of the Polish
Museum  of  the
America, and Richard
Owsiany, President of
the PMA, who took
turns presenting the
guest speakers.

Guest speakers
were: Illinois Treasurer
Michael Frerichs,
representing the State
of Illinois; Mayor of
Chicago Rahm

L-p: Pres. James Robaczewski, Cinderella Klaudia
Widur and Prince Charming Aleksander Sacinski,
Secy. of State of Poland Adam Kwiatkowski,
VP Micheline Jaminski

Przybylo, Mayor of Niles; Aurelia Pucinski, Appellate Judge of the
Ilinois First District, 3rd Division; Dorothy Brown, Clerk of the Circuit
Court of Cook County; Ariel Reboyras, Alderman of the 30th Ward; and
Scott Swanson, President of PNC Bank in Illinois.

In their speeches, they remarked on Pulaski’s heroism and his
contributions to American freedom, and remarked about countless
contributions Polish-Americans have made to the State of Illinois and the
city of Chicago throughout history. Some of the guests urged Polonia to
get more involved in political life and participate in the upcoming
elections by voting, which is their privilege and civil duty as citizens of
the United States.

Mayor Emanuel, who will be leaving his office after the runoff
elections that will 7 2
take place on
April 2, 2019,
reminded
everyone about
his continuous
efforts to include
Poland in the
Visa Waiver
Program.

President of
PACand PNA
Frank Spula
reminded

(Cont. on pg. 9)

L-r: Richard Owsiany, Consul General Piotr Janicki,
Secretary of State of Republic of Poland, Adam
Kwiatkowski, Halina Misterka, Matgorzata Kot, Jan Lory$
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Calendar of

PRCUA Events

APRIL

6 MUNSTER, IN - ST. RAPHAEL KALNOWSKI SCHOOL PARENTS’ DAY on Sat., April 6.
For details contact: Malgorzata Czachor, School Director at masia@mbke.pl.

7 WARREN, Ml - GWIAZDA DANCE SCHOOL 59TH ANNUAL RECITAL on Sun., April 7 at
Fitzgerald High School Auditorium, 23200 Ryan Rd., Warren, MIl. Doors open at 2:30 p.m., Recital at 3:00 p.m.
For more information contact: panijessica@hotmail.com. See details on pg. 7.

12 TOLEDO, OH - ECHOES OF POLAND PIEROGI DOZEN SALE on Fri., April 12, from 10:00
a.m. to 6:00 p.m. at PRCUA Hall, 5255 N. Detroit, Toledo, OH. See details on pg. 7.

13 ALLEN PARK, Ml - DANCING THROUGH THE DECADES - ROGALIN DANCE TROUPE
50TH ANNIVERSARY DANCE SPECTACULAR on Sat., April 13 at 3:00 p.m. at Allen Park Center for the
Arts, 19001 Champaign St., Allen Park, MI. For more information, contact: Lisa Brandt at 734-775-7987 or
lisabrandt3 | @gmail.com. See details on pg. | I.

13 LINCOLN PARK, MI - TATRY DANCERS 49TH DANCE RECITAL on Sat., April 13 at 3: p.m.
at Lincoln Park High School Auditorium, 1701 Champaign, Lincoln Park, MI. For more information, contact: Rose
Ann Lackey, Director at 313-274-0183 or TatrySecretary@outlook.com. See details on pg. 4.

14 WARREN, Ml - HALKA DANCERS 50TH ANNIVERSARY RECITAL on Sun., April 14 at 3
p-m. at VanDyke Community Auditorium, 22500 Federal, Warren, MI. For more information, contact: PRCUA
Halka Director - Laura Hejza 586-291-4486. See details on pg. 3.

14 PALM SUNDAY
15 TAX RETURN FILING DEADLINE
17 LANSING, Ml - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 POTLUCK AND MEETING on Wed,, April |7

from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Federated Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope, Lansing, MI. Contact: Veronica
Ulrich at 517-484-3311.

18 HOLY THURSDAY

19 GOOD FRIDAY - PRCUA OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED

20 HOLY SATURDAY

21 EASTER

23 WARREN, MI - ST. JOHN PAUL Il SOC. #1593 MEETING on Tues., April 23 at 7:00 p.m. at St.

Anne Jr. H. S. (Back Building), 36000 Mound Rd., Warren, MI. Contact: Joann Ozog at 586-751-8168.

23 WYANDOTTE, Ml - PRCUA SOC. #162 CASINO BUS TRIP TO FIREKEEPER on Tuesday,
April 23. $35 per person. Bus leaves PRCUA #162 Lounge, 1430 Oak Street, Wyandotte, Ml at 9:00 a.m. and
returns at 6 p.m.

25 WYANDOTTE, Ml - PRCUA SOC. #162 QUARTER AUCTION on Thur., April 25 at 6:00 p.m.
in the PRCUA Hall, 1430 Oak Street, Wyandotte, MI. Bring your quarters and get ready for the fun. For more info
Contact Nikki at 734-308-6374.

26-28 WESTLAND, MI - 82ND NATIONAL PRCUA BOWLING TOURNAMENT HOSTED BY
ST. STAN’S SOC. #718 on Fri., April 26-Sun., Apr. 28 at Westland Bowl, 5940 Wayne Rd., Westland, MI.
Additional information: PRCUA Fraternal Department 773-782-2636. See details on pg. 10.

27 WYANDOTTE, MI - 3RD ANNUAL PRCUA SOC. #162 POLKA BENEFIT DANCE on Sat,,
April 27 at — Music By Polka Country Musicians and Gerry Kaminski’s Polka Network. Admission $20. NO BYOB.
Cash bar. Music from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. Additional information: Stas Pasko 734-284-5929 or John Zelasko,
Sr., 734-671-9366, See details on pg. 3.

28 CHICAGO, IL - SOUTHWEST CENTER OF POLISH SONG AND DANCE 34TH
ANNUAL RECITAL on Sun., April 28 at Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School Auditorium, 3737 West
99th Street, Chicago, IL. Doors open at Noon; Showtime 12:30 p.m. $12 advanced purchase; $15 at the door. For
information or tickets, please call Anna Kraszewski-Winkler, Managing Director at 773-972-0012.

MAY

3 POLISH CONSTITUTION DAY

4 CHICAGO, IL - POLISH CONSTITUTION DAY PARADE - JOIN PRCUA MARCHING UNITS
TO SHOW YOUR POLISH PRIDE!

4 GRAND RAPIDS, Ml - MALBORK DANCE RECITAL on Sat., May 4 at West Catholic High
School, 1801 Bristol Ave. NW, Grand Rapids, MI. Doors open at 3:30p.m., Recital at 4:00 p.m. Tickets: $5
admission or $15 for dinner with free admission. Cash bar. Raffle baskets and share the wealth raffles available at
door. Additional information at Malborkdancegroup@gmail.com or on Facebook: PRCUA Malbork Dance-Grand
Rapids.

1 PRCUA JOIN HANDS DAY on Sat, May || at at St.
Albertus/St. Hyacinth Catholic Church in Detroit, MI.

12 MOTHER’S DAY (USA)

12 MT. PROSPECT, IL - POLONIA DANCE ENSEMBLE
MOTHER’S DAY CELEBRATION BANQUET on Sun.,, May 12 at
Crystal Palace Banquets, 1070 S. ElImhurst Rd., Mt. Prospet, IL. Doors open
at 11:30 p.m.; Polonia Ensemble performance at 12:00 p.m.; dinner at 1:00
p.m. Tickets: $35 adults (cash bar), $25 youth age 12-21, $18 under 12.
Info and reservations: (847) 529-2555.

12 WYANDOTTE, MI - PRCUA SOC. #162 MOTHER’S
DAY BREAKFAST on Sun., May 12 from 8:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon. Eggs,
sausage, hash browns, pancakes, fried bologna, biscuits and gravy, toast,
muffins and best fruit bar you’ve seen.

15 LANSING, MI - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 POTLUCK
AND MEETING on Wed., May 15 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the
Federated Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope, Lansing, MI. Contact: Veronica
Ulrich at 517-484-3311.

18 TOLEDO, OH - REVERSE RAFFLE FOR ALL TOLEDO
SOCIETIES: 1617, 719, 1584, AND 1633 on Sat., May |8 at the
PRCUA Hall, 5255 N. Detroit Toledo, OH. Only 125 tickets available.
Contact: Vikki Jean Mixon at 419-351-2698. Tickets are also available at the
clubhouse. See pg. || for more details.

18 RIVERVIEW, MI - PRCUA SOC. #162 RYDER CUP
GOLF Soc. #162 (host Society) versus St. Stan’s #7118 will be held on Sat.,
May 18 at Riverview Highlands Golf Course, 15015 Sibley Rd., Riverview,
MI. Afterglow at #162 Lounge, 1430 Oak Street, Wyandotte, MI.

26 MOTHER’S DAY (POLAND)
27 MEMORIAL DAY - PRCUA OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED
28 WARREN, MI - ST. JOHN PAUL Il SOC. #1593

MEETING on Tues., May 28 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Anne Jr. H. S. (Back
Building), 36000 Mound Rd., Warren, Ml. Contact: Joann Ozog at 586-751-
8168.

POLISH HALL ANNIVERSARY POLKA
DANCE CELEBRATION

Polish Hall, 826 Greenwood St, Madison, IL, will celebrate 102 years
of family, friends & community with Polka Dance on Sunday, May 5.
Doors open at 12:00 noon. Live music by Dave Hylla & the Good
Times Band from 2 to 6 p.m.. Admission charge $2. Ages 12 & under
free. Gotabki (cabbage rolls), pierogi (filled dumplings), paczki
(donuts), chrusciki (bow tie cookies), polish sausage sandwiches &
drinks on sale (cash).

Follow all our events on Facebook.com/Polish.Hall. Madison.

Monthly Polka Dance

St. Louis Metro Polka Club and PRCUA St. Stanislaus Soc. #1004 invite
everyone for Monthly Polka Dances held at Polish Hall, 826 Greenwood
St. Madison, IL on the 4th Sunday of every month (except December)
from 3:00 p.m. until 6:30 p.m. Admission $7, Children 12 & under free.
Polish sausage sandwiches & drinks are available for purchase.

Apr 28 Eddie Korosa and the Boys from Illinois

May 19 Polka Connection

Jun 23 Butch's Polka Kings

Jul 28  Dave Hylla's Good Times Band

Aug 25 Rich Cullen's Dynamic Duo (Hawaiian Attire)

Sep 22 Polka Connection

Oct 27 Larry Haller's Two Star Final

Nov 24 Rich Cullen's Dynamic Duo
To learn more about our friends, the St. Louis Metro Polka Club, visit
their website http://folkfire.org/polka/index.html. See all Polish Hall (St.
Stanislaus Soc. #1004) events on Facebook.com/Polish.Hall.Madison.

SAVE THE DATE!

127th May 3rd Polish
Constitution Day Parade
Saturday, May 4, 2019
at 11:30 a.m.,
along Columbus Drive
in Chicago, IL

-
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Take advantage of this great opportunity and open a new PRCUAL(#
A annuity or add to your existing annuity and earn more $$$ with:

PRCUAL% ANNUITY Plus SERIES

ALL PLANS ARE ISSUE AGES 0-90 AND HAVE A MINIMUM INITIAL DEPOSIT OF $1,000

SURRENDER
) PLAN ANNUITY TYPE APY* CHARGE
w  FPDA-100-E (NQ) Non-Qualified 10%
o Guaranteed 9%
ANNU’TY 753 “  FPDA-200-E (IRA) Traditional IRA 8%
[+)
7 2.00% 3 o
S  FPDA-200R-E (ROTH) Roth IRA i
SERI ES & $1,000 and Years 6%
FPDA-200SE-E (SEP) SEP IRA over 5%
Q 0
- 0, 4%
. i~ FPDA-200SI-E SIMPLE) SIMPLE IRA 3.75% )
Achieve your goal to G} ( ) | 3% |
1 Year 10% Annual
BOOST RETIREMENT FPDA-400-E (TSA) TSA Guarantee I Free Withdrawal Allowed I
contributions — or — B PLAN ANNUITY TYPE APY* Sy
EARN MORE MONEY with “  FPDA-101-E (NQ) Non-Qualified vin | i
A [ - - Guaranteed | 204 |
L‘t‘ ANNUITY Plus series) o FPDA201E (IRA) Traditional IRA 5 0% o
§ FPDA-201R-E (ROTH) Roth IRA I > 5%
, Ul an o
Gotp Plus 3.75%  suver Plus 3.00%  Bronze Plus 2.25% & FPDA-201SEE (SEP) SEP IRA over Years ;1;
’ > 3.00% ’
Now through June 30, 2019 — open a new PRCUA annuity or add to your S I e e
existing annuity and earn a HIGHER APY — $1,000 min. deposit or more. FPDA-401-E (TSA) TSA Glveer i 0%l
" PLAN ANNUITY TYPE APY* Sl
’ w
To earn a competitive PRCUAL‘# annuities offer: =  FPDA-102-E (NQ) Non-Qualified M
w Guaranteed
rate of return . . ) v 202- iti
) ‘/ financial security 2 FPDA-202-E (IRA) Traditional IRA 1.50% 3 -
S .
follow three easy steps: ¥/ long-term growth S FPDA-202R-E  (ROTH) Roth IRA s.0000d | Years 2
. over 0
© Choose among the ¥ future income vs FPDA-202SE-E (SEP) SEP IRA 5 b
three series options \/ great alternative to CD 8 FPDA-202SI-E (SIMPLE) SIMPLE IRA . o
. m ear % Annua
‘/ f|Xed guara nteed APY FPDA-402-E (TSA) TSA Gula:antee Free WJ/!Oh/drA;wutA///nwed
9 Select an annuity type ‘/ funds grow tax-deferred CONTRIBUTIONS AND APY CREDITS: In order to be eligible for receiving interest for the month,
W . contributions must be received at the PRCUA home office by the 15% calendar day. Interest is credited
© Deposit min. $1,000 /" no annual, membership as of the end of the last calendar day of each month.

or administrative fees!

*After the guaranteed period, the APYs could change with market conditions in the future. The APYs are based
on our ability to lower our total expenses and still maintain a strong solvency ratio. Please visit

www.PRCUA.org/annuities for the current annuity APYs.
‘ POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA (PRCUA)

PRCUAL“&¢ Life Insurance | Annuities | Member Benefits
984 N Milwaukee Ave, Chicago, IL 60642 | (800) 772-8632 | (773) 782-2600 | PRCUA.org | B3 @
201901APE-EN-BF

For more information, contact: (800) 772-8632 | (773) 782-2600

Robert Fattore ext. 2631
Sales Director
robert-fattore@prcua.org

Mateusz Bomba ext. 2636
Fraternal Dept. Coordinator
mateusz-bomba@prcua.org

Rafat Ciotkosz ext. 2634
New Business Coordinator
rafal-ciolkosz@prcua.org

% %‘g PRCUA #1682 Sacred Heart of Jesus Society g)o&oﬁ, g{mwn &Mc %m of @,m
/ Presents
‘ The 3rd Annual Please Halla Dancers
OLKA BENEFIT DANCE submit all Pobish, Folle Dance Gnoomble
Proceeds Benefit The American Heart Association ticles f [ .
Featuring Music by artcies for by 1 Reecital
the May 'Y
issue of
Narod Polski
by April 15. _
Polka Country Musicians  Gerry Kaminski’s Polka Network Articles Sunday, April 14, 2019
Admission: $20 submitted VarDuk C3:00 p.m. o
i an e Community Auditorium
Sa'turday’ 'A'prll 27’ 2019 aftel' the y 22500 Federal, Warr(¥, M
Doors open at 5:00 p.1m. (located at Lincoln High School — 9 mile 1 block east of VanDyke — Warren, MI)
Music from 6:00 p.m. - 12:00 a.m. deadline will $7 donation
"RG0 [ be published For more information and if wanting to attend the 50t Anniversary
. DUI , wyanaotce, Vii Dinner Celebration immediately after the recital
Hotel Information: in the Contact: PRCUA Halka Director - Laura Hejza (586) 291-4486
Comfort Inn & Suites LaQuinta Inn foll .
18950 Northline Rd. 12888 Reece Rd. oliowing Calling all alumni — | want to have an alumni dance in the recital. Please call
. or Halka Facebook me if interested. | would love to have a stage full of
Sou%i?§§7f2%%195 Sou;g?:;t;élfné[o%%wS 1ssue. alumni this year. Tommy (586) 795-8901
R e Dang,
For Additional Information Contact: Thank you! ¥ )
Yo g™
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 REQUEST NEWSPAPER
U E-MAIL ADDRESS

O ADDRESS CHANGE
: [ CANCELLATION
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: ADDRESS
: CITY
: STATE ZIP
: E-MAIL
: OLD ADDRESS:

: To access the newspaper online, go to: www.PRCUA.org/narodpolski. :
E Click on "Start your digital Narod Polski subscription." If you'd like to ©
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: To send your e-mail address fill out the form above. Provided :

information will be strictly used for business purposes.

From the Office
of the
Secretary-Treasurer

Agnieszka J. Bastrzyk, ALMI, FICF, ACS| -~y

We need the current addresses for the following
members. If you know the address of anyone on this list,
please send it to: Agnieszka Bastrzyk, Secretary-Treasurer,
PRCUA, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642-4101
or call 773-782-2600 Ext. 2605 or 1-800-772-8632 Ext.
2604.

SOC. NAME

Classic Car Show

- Open to the Public -
PRCUA Banquet Hall — Sunday June 2, 2019
10:00 am — 3:00 pm

Polish Roman Catholic Union Banquet Hall
1430 Oak St., Wyandotte, MI (corner Oak & 14t%)

Registration Beging at 9:00 am
Registration: Day of show $10, Pre-Registration $8.00
Pre-Registration must be received by Thursday, May 30%, 2019

LIVEDJ] - DOORPRIZES
50/50 DRAWINGS - TROPHIES AWARDED

Food & Beverages available for purchase!
Hot Dogs — Chips — Soda — Water

ALL VEHICLES WELCOME!
Any Make, Model or Age!

*** Registration form and map on back side ***
For more Information — Val (734-626-1741)
All proceeds benefit PRCUA Society 162

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS

8790 Hyne Rd., Brighton, MI 48114

812 S. Greenwood Ave., Park Ridge, IL 60068
1732 Maple St., Wyandotte, Ml 48192

No last known address found

1001 E. 28th St., Lubbock, TX 79404

31800 Van Dyke, Warren, Ml 48093

20475 Wasson Rd., Gregory, Ml 48137

22 Inverness Dr., New Hartford, NY 13413
2218 Nichole Lane., Marion, IL 62959

9721 Ridgeland Ave., Oak Lawn, IL 60453
1490 Sheridan St., Hollywood, FL 33020

813 W. Taylor St., Taylor, PA 18517

12016 Edgepark Dr., Garfield Hts., OH 44125
7276 C Sauerkraut Lane, Macungie, PA 18062
2941 Gelena Rd., Philadelphia, PA 19153
208 Hazel Dr., Northfield Center, OH 44067

AUX0 Jessica L Wendt
AUXO0 Lisa Zago-Martin
162  Thomas Benkarski
203  Adelina Ronowski
435  Jerry L Martindale
626  Valeta Mariani

718  Genevieve Posuniak
869  Kathryn Dawes
1368 Mary Michon

1415  Aneta Wojtanowska
1492 Mary Stephan

1538 Fredryk Czerniak
2220 Henryk Sienkiewicz
2015 George Koneski
2022 Teresa Baranowski
2109 Victoria Kramer

Looking for ways fo pay for college”?

Apply for a PRCUA Scholarship!

For information on our scholarships and
how to apply, visit PRCUA.org/scholarships

Celebrating our 49* anniversary
PRCUA TATRY DANCERS
Traditional Polish Dance

PRESENTATION
Saturday, April I3, 2019 at 3:00 p.m.

e

=0

Lincoln Park Public School
1650 Champaign, Lincoln Park, MI

$8.00 in advance
$10.00 at the door

For information regarding our dance presentation or dance lessons for
boys and girls 3-18 years old

Contact Rose Ann Lackey, Director at (313)274-0183
Tatrydancers-roseann@yahoo.com
Or TatrySecretary@outlook.com

2019 PRCUA SPORTS TOURNAMENTS

Bowling Tournament - April 26-28, 2019 - Westland, Ml
St. Stan’s Society #718 - (Jerry Nasiatka)

Golf Tournament - July 20, 2019 - Temperance, M|
Soc. #1617 - (Tom Jesionowski, Vikkie Jean Mixon)

Softball Tournament - August 16-17, 2019 - Warren, Ml
Opole Dance School - (Patricia Johansen)

Volleyball Tournament - November 8-9, 2019 - Romulus, M
Father Al's Society #1493 - (Courtney Ozog)
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St. Stan’s Society #718
One Game Knockout

(1GKO)

Westland.,
MI - On March
2,2019, St. Stan’s
#718 held its
17th  Annual
Bowling One
Game Knockout
(1GKO) at Oak
Lanes in
Westland, MI.

62 men and
25 women
participated in
the tournament
and many other
guests joined for
dinmner
afterward. The
tournament and dinner were open to members
from all societies as well as family and friends of
members. We would like to thank all of those who
participated. This year we had one of the largest
turnouts ever and had a lot of fun.

The men’s fifth and final round had 3 bowlers
competing for the championship: Tony Palmer,
Gary Hamilton and Tony Bagozzi. Gary Hamilton
was the champion with an actual score of 289! He
was followed by Tony Bagozzi as the runner-up.
The women also had 3 bowlers competing, Diane
Godin, Kimberly Branch and Tina Churchvara.
Diane Godin took the title followed by Kimberly
Branch who had a roll-off for second place against
Tina Churchvara.

In addition to the bracket play there was a
chance for someone to win a “Blackjack (21 Pin)”
challenge. Each participant was given the chance to
knock down exactly 21 pins in 3 balls. Every
bowler, except those in the championship round,
was able to attempt a “Blackjack”. 10 bowlers who
hit 21 participated in a roll off for the winnings.
Cindy Stempien was the only bowler to get a Strike
to win. A big thank you to Ultra Aluminum for
sponsoring the “Blackjack” challenge.

Thanks go out to Ron Bak, Barbara Bak, Renee
Szelag, Rob Szelag, Donna Gdowski, Tina Bak and
Frank Nasiatka, for handling the jackpots, 50/50
raffles, Lucky Strike, and “Blackjack”, but mostly
for their help in keeping the day running smoothly.
Also, thank you to those volunteers who jumped in
and helped with the scoring in “Blackjack”.

We hope to see everyone again next year.
Remember that ALL FAMILY AND FRIENDS are
invited as well, so spread the word that a great time
was had by all!

Champion: Gary Hamilton, Diane Godin,
Kimberly Branch
(missing Tony Bagozzi)

Ed & Janet Rys

A number of 1GKO previous winners (front to back): Ben Kolano,
Colleen Brumo, Janet Palmer, Moe Gauvin, Gary Hamilton,
Jon Hamilton, Diane Godin, Jeff Levangie, Sandy Partyka,
Barb Ozog, Cindy Cooper, Randy Landfair, Frank Nasiatka

(representing other previous winners)

Gwiazda Dancers Late February
and Early March Happenings

Members, families, and friends of the PRCUA Gwiazda Dancers ended
February elegantly as they attended the 28th Annual Shirley Ann Galanty
PRCUA Michigan State Ball. This year’s event was celebrated on February 23,
2019 at the San Marino Club in Troy, MI. This event is open to graduating
seniors from PRCUA Michigan Dance Schools who meet certain requirements.
This year Gwiazda had two of its 2019 graduates, Kennedy Babicz and Max
Chabowski participate in the Ball. In addition to two graduates, current
Gwiazda dancer Mikotaj Sobiesiuk was an escort for the event. The event was
attended by numerous past and present PRCUA national officers along with
national directors (past and present) as well as the directors and choreographers
of the PRCUA Michigan dance schools. Following dinner, the graduates and
their escorts presented a series of dances choreographed by Kelly Malinowski.
After the dances were completed, each graduate was presented to Polonia and
received a medal along with a parental blessing. After the evening’s formal
program concluded, graduates and guests enjoyed dancing to the Duane

Malinowski Orchestra.

W marcu jak w garncu. The saying has certainly held true
for how the Gwiazda Dancers’ March 2019 kicked off. The

ensemble kicked off March with 3 performances in 3 days.

On Friday, March 1, 2019, the group performed in Royal
Oak Michigan at Keller Elementary School’s International Food
& Fun Fest & Silent Auction. The group presented a medley of

dances including a polka, oberek and the Krakowiak.

On Saturday, March 2, the group performed in Hamtramck,
MI as part of the City of Hamtramck’s Count Down to Paczki
Day celebrations. The event included several circus style tents
and served as the welcome back/reward for runners returning

from the annual Paczki Run, a 5K which makes its way
through the streets of Hamtramck. This year racers in the
Paczki Run included Michigan’s governor and lieutenant
governor. Sadly, the business of governing called and they
didn’t get to see Gwiazda’s performance. However,
Hamtramck’s mayor, Dr. Karen Majewski, was on hand to
take in the performance. Gwiazda provided an all polka
performance which was then followed up with open
dancing to the sounds of the Misty Blues Polka Band.
Capping off Gwiazda’s weekend run was a
performance on Sunday, March 3, 2019 at St. Michael the
Archangel — Russian Orthodox Church in Redford,
Michigan. For its performance, Gwiazda presented a

medley of dances including a polka, oberek and the Krakowiak. After its
performance, Gwiazda’s choreographer, Basia Nowakowski, gave a crash
course to the audience on dancing the Polonez. Following the instruction,

the audience members had the opportunity to participate.

On Friday, March 8, 2019, parents and friends of the PRCUA
Gwiazda Dancers headed to Eastern Market in Detroit, MI to participate
in the Empty Bowls Fundraiser which provides money to Cass
Community Services. In January 2019, Gwiazda students and parents
received a tour of Cass Community Services and each painted an “empty
bowl.” At the event, “empty bowls” painted by numerous individuals
(including Gwiazda students, parents, and some by local celebrities) were
available for selection, and in some cases purchased by event attendees.
In addition to the “empty bowls,” the event featured soups from various
metro-Detroit establishments dished out by metro-area local celebrities,
desserts and other entertainment. It was a great night for a great cause.

On Saturday, March 9, the Gwiazda Dancers participated in the 14th

Gwiazda Dancers at 2019 Shirley Ann
Galanty Michigan State Ball (I-r): Jessica
Wendt (Gwiazda Director), Mikolaj
Sobiesiuk (escort), Kennedy Babicz
(2019 graduate), Max Chabowski (2019
graduate), and Basia Nowakowski

(Gwiazda Choreographer)

Annual Polish Folk Dance Festival held at the
American Polish Cultural Center in Troy, MI.
Gwiazda and the PRCUA Halka Dancers were
the two dance groups representing the PRCUA.
For its presentation, Gwiazda presented the
Krakowiak. In addition to Gwiazda’s dancing,
Tom Osentoski, the parent of one of Gwiazda’s
2019 graduates, Marianna Osentoski, gave a
presentation and demonstration about the dudy
(Polish bagpipes).

Since its debut tweet on February 2, 2019,

j

Bowls Painted q
By The Following

Groups

Order OF The Onaega MSU
Kappa Kappa Gamma MSU
St. Mick's Daughters Of Pentlope

Aetra Better Health Of Mi
Tewple israel Youth Group
Assumption Greek Orthodox Church
GP United Methodist Church Women's Retreat
Jefferson Middle Sehool Staff

Gwiazda acknowledged at

the group has been actively tweeting and
building its Twitter following. We hope you’ll
consider following us @PRCUA_Gwiazda.
The Gwiazda Dancers have several
performances and appearances scheduled for
the latter half of March. They also continue
to busily prepare for their annual spring recital
in April, 2019.
Submitted by Nicholas J. Nowakowski,
Gwiazda Dancers Secretary & 1997 Alumnus

Gwiazda Dancers' parents and friends at
Empty Bowls Detroit fundraising event

Empty Bowls Detroit
fundraising event
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a performs at annual Polish Folk Festiva in Tr, Mi
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COLOR THE PICTURE
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ENGLISH-POLISH EASTER CROSSWORD
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I_ Across (English): 4. First month of spring; 6. Son of God; 7. Easter praise word; 10. Rising from the dead; 12. They

can be boiled or scrambled; 14. Used to color pisanki; 16. A bean-shaped gelatin-like candy (two words); 20. The
period of the 40 days from Ash Wednesday to Easter; 22. Good ..., the day before Holy Saturday; 23. They chime on
the church tower; 26. Holiday celebrating the Resurrection of Christ; 30. Deliverance from the power and effects of

sin; 31. Easter .... - marching down the street; 32. Colorful spring flowers; 33. Celebrated one week before Easter
{ = CHILDREN'S BOOK day Pl

Down (Polish): 1. Gorzkie ... (lamentations sung during Lent); 2. Wielki ... the day the Paschal Triduum begins;

Since 1967, International Children’s Book Day is celebrated every 3. Apostle who betrayed Jesus; 4. Flat Easter cake baked in Poland; 5. Smigus-.....; 8. Crucifixion; 9. Custom, ritual;
April 2nd, to inspire a love of reading and to call attention to children's | 11. Easter is always celebrated on this day of the week; 13. ... swigcona, sprinkled on the $wigconka; 15. Easter
books. The date was chosen to commemorate the birthday of Hans basket; 17. Lamb; 18. Twelve disciples of Christ; 19. Colored Easter egg; 21. Lent (two words); 23. Easter yeast

cake; 24. White Easter flowers; 25. Spring; 27. Cheesecake; 28. A hill where Jesus was crucified; 29. Branches
blessed in Church one week before Easter; 34. Traditional Polish Easter soup. Answers on page 13

Christian Andersen, the author of many famous children’s stories.
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Reverend Canon Anthony D. Iwuc
Celebrated His 91st Birthday

Reverend Anthony Dominic Iwuc offered a Mass of Thanksgiving
on his 91st birthday on February 25, 2019 at St. Adalbert Church in
Providence, RI. Concelebrants were Rev. Iwuc, Rev. Leon Kachel,
Rev. Nicholas Smith and Rev. Marek Kupka. Rev. Smith delivered the
homily, ending with the poem: “The Beautiful Hands of a Priest”.
Father Anthony wore the special vestment designed for him for his
Silver Anniversary of the Priesthood in 1978. The blue velvet insert on
the blue satin brocade chasuble featured a beautiful image of the
Blessed Virgin Mary. The Communion meditation was the version of
Ave Maria by Maria Parkinson. The organist was Richard Zalewski. Despite threatening
weather, family and friends made their way to pray and sing, in celebration.

Following the Mass, all were invited to a special birthday luncheon at the Royal Buffet in
Cranston, RI. The luncheon gathering was graced with the presence of His Excellency, Bishop
Emeritus of the Diocese of Providence, Louis E. Gelineau. Of the 10 children born of
+Bronislaw and +Adolfina (Zamoida) Iwuc, Father enjoyed the company of his last living
siblings — his older brother, Charles and his younger brother, Stephen. Among all the guests,
fellow clergy and Father Iwuc’s nephews, James Iwuc (Father’s birthday buddy) and Doctor
John Iwuc also were able to attend. New memories were made for all.

Homily on the occasion of Reverend Anthony D. Iwuc 91st Birthday
Delivered by Reverend Nicholas P. Smith

Some of you who are Father Tony’s relatives, or friends of long standing, may be
surprised that the priest he chose to speak at his birthday celebration Liturgy today doesn’t
have a Polish accent. More of a brogue, in fact!

But if you know anything about the history of nations, you definitely know that the Polish
and the Irish have a lot in common.

- Large families, for example! Tony is one of 10 children. So am I.

- Both countries have known turmoil and trial for trying to be faithful to their culture and
traditions.

- And both have been known for the depth of their Catholicism, in the face of opposition
and persecution and suppression.

So I am honored to stand with your man today, as we salute him for who he is and what
his life means to us all.

Now, we’re actually going against the grain here! In an America that practically canonizes
youth — being young, acting young, looking young — Tony is celebrating his 91st birthday!
For many, the very idea of getting old is a frightening thought. But at least if you are 91 and
married, you could fill up the church seats with your own...children, grandchildren, great
grandchildren...your own flesh and blood...people who resemble you and love you and will
carry on your name!

Not so the priest. What does he show for his 91 years of life, 66 of them in the priesthood?
The cynic and the sarcastic would say ‘nothing’! A wasted life! Useless! The believer says
that the priest’s family breaks all barriers of kin and lineage! He belongs to all and yet belongs
to none!

So growing old is tough for everyone in the eyes of the world, but especially priests and
those in religious life.

Now contrast that with God’s word and God’s dream for us all as we get older. Ronald
Rolheiser, a great Catholic writer of our day, calls life “The Unfinished Symphony”. It’s an
endless pilgrimage. We never quite have it made. Perfection — certainly for the priest — is to
live in conformity with the humanness of Jesus.

And that’s a ceaseless process — never achieved here below. What that means is that if you’ve
given your life to Christ — and Tony has — you never really grow old. You’re always — you
never stop — growing. The key for the priest — the challenge — is to grow with grace.

And Tony has done that! When this man was ordained a priest in 1953, like law and
medicine, priesthood had status!

Catholics tipped their hats to a priest if they met on the street.

People came to their priest with problems to be solved and solutions were given . . .
clearly, objectively, and with authority.

Back then, the priesthood may not have been paradise, but it was filled with stability and
security. You could commit yourself to a celibate life, and be respected for it.

In the more than 60 years that have brought us to 2019, a new world has been born! A
new man! A new woman! And we’ve all been changed! We’ve been changed by
assassinations...Vietnam...Vatican II by unrest...rebellions...terrorist attacks. Institutions,
lifestyles, values that had never before been questioned, have, in that time, been put under the
microscope.

And the priesthood wasn’t spared! Many friends left the active ministry. Vocations
plummeted. The sad and sinful acts of a small number have cast a long shadow. So priesthood
doesn’t seem nearly as attractive to young Catholics now. This is indeed part of the pain of the
Church.

The priesthood then has changed, and yet ironically, it remains the same. Its purpose is
still to bring people to God...prepare people to meet God. The priest’s life is still centered
around the incredible mystery of God’s love...and God’s call to be another Christ, his
instrument, his spokesman, his voice!

Tony Iwuc has done that in style, and has been an inspiration in his priestly life...not only
to the countless lay people he served, but to his brother priests...including this one... who have
looked to him for example and inspiration.

So we include in our thanks today Tony’s parents, +Bronislaw and +Adolfina who, with
much sacrifice and deep faith, proudly gave their son to the Church.

We thank your remaining brothers, Charles and Stephen (and their families) whose
presence help you never forget your heritage and origin and roots.

But your call continues, Tony, . . and is summed up well in a poem I like, called “The
Beautiful Hands of a Priest”. It goes like this:

The Beautiful Hands of a Priest

And when we are taking life's partner,
other hands may prepare us a feast,

But the hand that will bless and unite
us is the beautiful hand of a priest.

We need them in life's early morning,
we need them again at its close;

We feel their warm clasp of true friendship,
we seek them while tasting life's woes.

At the altar each day we behold them,
and the hands of a king on his throne
Are not equal to them in their
greatness; their dignity stands alone.

God bless them and keep them all holy
for the Host which their fingers caress;
What can a poor sinner do better than
to ask Him to guide thee to bless?

When the hour of death comes upon us
may our courage and strength be increased.
By seeing raised over us in blessing the
beautiful hands of a priest!

And when we are tempted and wander
to pathways of shame and sin

It’s the hands of priest that will absolve
us not once, but again and again;

Fr. Iwuc, may God bless you in a special way,
for the love and concern with which you minister
to all those entrusted to your care.

Pierogi Dozen Sale

April 12, 2019
11:00 a.m. till 6:00 p.m.
PRCUA Hall
5255 N. Detroit, Toledo, OH

$9.00 per dozen

P.R.C.U.A.
AFFILIATED

P.R.C.U.A.
AFFILIATED

Cheese, Potato, Kraut, Mixed (Cheese, Potato)
CALL: 419-531-8658 or 419-475-6262
ORDER BY MARCH 23, 2019

P.R.C.U.A. Gwiazda Dance School

Cordially ivites you to attend our

39" Annual Spring Recital

Sunday, April 7, 2019
Recital at 3:00 p.m.

- Doors Open at 2:30 p.m. -

Fitzgerald High School Auditorium
23200 Ryan Rd., Warren, MI

Recital Tickets Available ONLY at the Door
$10.00 Adult, $5.00 Children 3-11, Free 2 years and under

For more information ( Polish & English) contact: panijessica(@hotmail. com

For every canned food item that you bring, you will receive one raffle ticket for our mystery basket!
The Gwiazda Dancers will bring the canned goods to Gleaners Food Bank when they participate
in the Kids Helping Kids Program in June

Enjoy an afternoon of the finest Polish Folk Dancing along with our Irish Folk Dancing
guests from the Ardan Academy of Irish Dance, prize raffles, 50/50, and a Polish goods for
sale by Polish Pride of Michigan

>
=
4
3
=
=
=]
L




Page 8
April, 2019

Narod Polski

Uhe Open Door
Otwarte Drgwi

Micheline “Misia” Jaminski
Vice President ~ Wiceprezeska

April marches in and with it, the hope of Easter and expectations of the spring season in the northern hemisphere. Named
after the Greek goddess Aphrodite, the fourth month of the Gregorian calendar “opens” our hearts to the beauty of nature with its
budding flowers and trees. Although the weather has tricked us at times, the sun’s warmth and glow affirms the promise of longer
days beckoning us to enjoy the outside and renew the spirit within. In addition to Easter with your family and friends, | invite to
review the upcoming events of our PRCUA friends and participate in those events in your area, as there will be celebrations of the
Golden Anniversary recitals of the Rogalin Dance Troupe (Wyandotte, MI) and Halka Dancers (Warren, MI), the annual Spring
Recitals of our PRCUA Dance Schools, the 82nd National PRCUA Bowling Tournament (Westland, Ml), and let us not forget — Tax
Day (April 15th). Speaking of which, don't forget to make your contribution to your IRA — workers 50 and older can save as much
as $6,500; those under 50 - $5,500. PRCUALIfe agents are ready, willing, and able to serve you with the PRCUALife Annuity
programs including the Annuity Plus series. Read all about it on page 3 of this issue of the Nardd Polski.

As usual, there is much to report from the last month. March began with a
visit to the Home Office (during a tour of the Polish Museum) by a member of the
Polish Parliament, Zbigniew Grygas, accompanied by the Consul of Poland in
Chicago, Piotr Semeniuk. President Robaczewski and | had the pleasure of a
short meet-and-greet with our guests in the historic PRCUA Boardroom.

On March 2, Thomas Frankowicz, son of Barbara and John Frankowicz
(lifelong a ive PRCUA members) married the beautiful Jennifer Schultz at
i \ Sacred Heart Church in Chicago
Ridge, IL. The reception at Camelot
Banquets was another Wesoty Lud
reunion as Tom is an alumnus of the
dance company. | met the
Frankowicz family when | founded the Southwest Center of Polish Dancing in 1985.
Barbara, a licensed fraternal agent, at one time served as a School Director/PRCUA
liaison for FHM Youth Dancers, SWCPD, and Maria Konopnicka Polish School. John
Frankowicz also served the Konopnicka School and is currently the Vice President of
the Adult Culture Group of PRCUA. We wish the newlyweds a lifetime of love,
happiness, good fortune and health!

In Phoenix, Arizona, Director D-6 Andrew Lech, his wife Patty and daughter
Adeline manned the PRCUA booth at the Polish Festival on the grounds of Our Lady
of Czestochowa Parish on March 2nd and 3rd. It was the first ime PRCUA was
represented at this event and we encourage active participation of the many
PRCUA members who live in the Phoenix/Scottsdale area. We would like to take
this opportunity to thank the Lech family as well as the coordinators of the Festival
- Mrs. Eva Crispo and Mrs. Sylvia Gladkowski - for assisting Marketing Director Ela
Sawczuk to make this happen. Remember — PRCUA is everywhere you are!
The Adult Culture Group of the PRCUA presented “The Greatest Fashion
Show” at Camelot Banquets, Hickory Hills, IL on Sunday, March 3. There were 19
acts presenting fashions from 13 vendors modeled by the Royal Couple and
candidates from the recent Cinderella-Prince Charming Ball, their parents,
grandparents, siblings and members of the Adult Culture Group. Ringmaster
Andrzej Sacinski and Wieslawa Wildhirt were the commentators. D-8 Director
Director Lech with his with family atthe  Ejizabeth Dynowski was the Chairperson and Choreographer of this 44th Fashion
Polish Festival in Arizona Show. Representing the PRCUA was President Robaczewski, Sec-Treas.
Bastrzyk, Directors Myron Cislo (D-8), Joanna E. Cholewinski (D-7) and Elizabeth Sadus (D-9), Director of Marketing Elzbieta
Sawczuk and her associates Artur Stanisz and Agata Wilgocki. Bravo to the models and the members of the Adult Culture Group
with President Edward Muszalski at the helm. Thank you to the 350+ attendees. An article in the upcoming Narod will highlight all
the details and photos of this successful event, but in the meantime, you can check out the entire show on the PRCUA YouTube
channel and on our Facebook page.

Meanwhile, Richard and | celebrated our granddaughter Ariana’s 3rd Birthday — Minnie Mouse Style!
Where did the last three years go?! Happy Birthday Ariana! Sto Lat! While | am on the birthday bandwagon —
best wishes to all who celebrated their birthdays in March, especially Tom Jesionowski (D-5 Director), Jessica
Wendt and Basia Nowakowski (the dynamic duo of the PRCUA Gwiazda Dancers), my niece Kayla and my
brother-in-law Jacek. Since we are in April — happy birthday to Sec-Treas. Agnieszka Bastrzyk, Dir. of Sales
Robert Fattore, IT Director Kevin Ryba, my BFF Teresa and her daughter Monica, Maggie Panozzo, Marcia
Pilkiewicz, my daughter Alina Bencik-Pearson and her husband Benjamin, and anyone else whose birthday is in
April! Sto Lat to all!

The Polish Museum of America celebrated Casimir Pulaski’s birthday on March 4th with many dignitaries
from local and Polish government as well as Chicago’s Polonia. The annual program was emceed this year by PRCUA President
and Chairman of the PMA Board of Directors James Robaczewski and President of the PMA Richard Owsiany. There were many
guest speakers including the Secretary of State of Poland, Adam Kwiatkowski; the Consul General of Poland, Piotr Janicki; the
Honorable Rahm Emanuel, Mayor of Chicago; lllinois State Treasurer Michael W. Frerichs (who even spoke in Polish!); Cook
County Board President and Chicago mayoral candidate Toni Preckwinkle, and the Honorable Aurelia Pucinski, Judge of the
lllinois First District Appellate Court. Judge Pucinski impressed those present, and especially yours truly, with her speech
encouraging Polish Americans to stand up and be counted in the political arena as candidates and voters. During the festivities,
Poland’s Secretary of State presented the Gold Cross of Merit to PMA President Owsiany, Managing Director of the PMA
Matgorzata Kot, and Curator Jan Lorys; Archivist Halina Misterka was bestowed the Silver Cross of Merit. These honors are given
at the request of the President of the Republic of Poland, Andrzej Duda, for outstanding contribution for Poland and its people.
With the support of PRCUA and PMA volunteers, the annual celebration was a resounding success. | was very excited to meet
firsthand fellow Chicago southsider and author Dominic Pacyga, a well-known authority of the Poles in Chicago. I'm looking
forward to the release of his new book, “American Warsaw: The Rise, Fall, and Rebirth of Polish Chicago,” scheduled for release
in October of 2019. For complete details and photos, please see pages 1 and 9.

Later that same evening, the PAC-IL Division hosted its Pulaski Day Celebration at Lone Tree Manor, Niles, IL. Representing
the PRCUA was President Robaczewski and my husband, Richard, accompanied me. Congratulations go to PAC-IL President

L-r: Consul Semeniuk, Zbigniew Grygas,
Pres. Robaczewski, VP Jaminski

EDNOCZENIE PoLsKiE
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Ariana in her
Minie Mouse
outfit

Mirek Niedzinski and his committee, which included Joanna Ewa Cholewinski, D-7
Director (who also serves as PAC-IL Treasurer), on a successful event.

On Ash Wednesday (March 6), Father Andrzej Totzke, SChr and Director of
the Polish Mission of Holy Trinity Parish in Chicago, administered ashes to the
PRCUA and PMA employees in the gathering space of the PRCUA Home Office.
With readings and prayers in Polish and English, we marked the beginning of Lent
with abstinence and repentance.

The newly selected PRCUA Budget and Grievance Committee met for the first
time at the Home Office during the Quarterly Board Meeting of the PRCUA Board of
Directors (March 7-9). This was an orientation for the former and continuing
education for the latter, as the direction for continued success of PRCUA is in their
hands.

The Zajaczek Polish Dancers held their 14th Dance Recital at Warren Woods
Auditorium (March 9) at Warren Woods Auditorium, Warren, MI. School Director
Colleen Bonkowski (also National Director D-10) and teachers Tricia Dennis and
Rachel Kasperek and a cast of 100+ dancers are to be applauded for another
successful school year. Thanks to the parents, family and °
friends for their continued support. See page 12 for complete
details and photos.

Another successful Corned Beef and Cabbage Luncheon
(March 10) was hosted by District 7. President Mateusz
Bomba, Vice President Pawel Truchan, Secretary Tomek
Tarnowski and Treasurer Kevin Kucik, with the assistance of

Nicole Romek and Lidia Ramotowski, provided an afternoon of L-r: Lassie
delicious food and entertainment. The selection of Lad and Krystyna
Lassie brought much joy and laughter to the winners, Wojtek  piatura and Lad
Widur and Krystyna Pietura, as well as to the winners of the Wojtek Widur
money raffle. Great job, 5

District 7! Details and
photos of this event will
be in the next issue of
the Narod Polski.

March 13-15
found the PRCUA
Executive Officers in
Nashville, Tennessee,
attending the AQS :
Insurance Symposium. Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner raffle winners with
The invitation was also District #7 National Director and Board members
extended to three of our Directors as well: Mitchell Bienia
(D-3), Joanna Cholewinski (D-7), and Myron Cislo (D-8).
An informative series of speakers included the Tennessee
Commissioner of Commerce and Insurance, Julie Mix
McPeak. We thank our hosts, Larry and Byron White, for
their hospitality and the opportunity to meet with other
like-minded business people. And thank you, Mitch
Bienia, for taking us to the Parthenon - an authentic
replica of the one in Greece, which was built in 1897 as
part of the Tennessee Centennial Exposition. Long before
its Parthenon was built, Nashville was referred to as the
“Athens of the South” because of the city’s focus on
higher education.

Then it was on to Warren, M, for the
85th NATIONAL PRCUA BASKETBALL
TOURNAMENT hosted by St. Rita Society
#1368 and chaired by Jerry Lubiarz. The
Executive Officers were greeted with
welcome baskets as we arrived at the hotel
(thank you, Jerry!). The hospitality room
was warm and inviting with plenty of food
and beverages to offset the rather cool,
damp weather. On Saturday, 11 men’s, 6
women'’s and 4 Men’s 50+ teams played at Nashville rooftop reception
Warren Parks & Recreation gymnasiums beginning at 8 a.m. and ending around
4:30 p.m. PRCUA President Robaczewski took center court for the ceremonial toss.
Jerry Lubiarz has a great article for you with “all the bells and whistles” that will be
published in the May issue of the Narod Polski, but in the meantime — to minimize
the suspense — the winners of the Men’s Open A Division: St. Stan’s YMS (MVP -
Ewen Stevens); Men's Open B Division: St. Rita’s East (MVP - Ryan Speiser);
Women'’s 3 v 3: St. Stan’s #718 (MVP - Molly Knoph-Stephens); and Men’s 50+ 3 v
3: 718 Team Sequin (MVP - Paul Mardeusz). Congratulations to all the players, the
Hosting Committee, scorekeepers, referees and Fraternal Department Coordinator
Mateusz Bomba for a job well done! And to the spectators, thanks for coming and
keeping it positive!

As Sec-Treas. Agnleszka Bastrzyk and | continued to enjoy the PRCUA
Basketball ~ Tournament, President
Robaczewski flew home to attend the White
and Red Ball sponsored
by the Legion of Young
Polish Women at the
Hilton Hotel in downtown
Chicago. Accompanied
by his wife, Elaine, the
two  enjoyed the

Nashville Parthenon

company of many

Mateusz Bomba friends of Polonia.
and Coach Congratulations to the
Jennifer Knoph  Legion's President,

from Soc. #718

Basketball ceremonial toss

Barbara Ciepiela, and
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the entire committee, as well as to the lovely Debutantes, including one of our
PRCUA members and Polonia Ensemble dancer, Julia Walczak.

It is customary to celebrate St. Joseph's Table at PRCUA and this year was no
exception. The luncheon was preceded by a visit to the PRCUA Home Office by the
Auxiliary Bishop Emeritus of Czestochowa, Poland, Antoni Dtugosz and Father
Totzke on their way to the Paderewski room and PMA. The Executive Officers
welcomed the opportunity to boast of the rich history of our organization, its building,
the boardroom and the office that resembles a bank.

My Chief-of-Staff Conrad Wiecek did an excellent job preparing the Social Hall
and ordering the delicious feast. He was assisted by Executive Assistants, Anna
Grabowski and Mary Jane Robles. Father Mariusz Lis, SChr, visiting from Rzeszéw
and assisting at the Holy Trinity Polish Mission, blessed our table and those
present, and came away with a better understanding about PRCUA and its relationship with the PMA. As Managing Director
Malgorzata Kot explained, the PRCUA is to the PMA what St. Joseph was to Jesus — a loving parent who cares for its child.

On March 23, President Robaczewski attended the Orchard Lake 46th Annual Ambassadors Ball in Birmingham, MI. Also in
attendance were PRCUA President Emeritus Wallace Ozog and his wife Joann and PRCUA Vice President Emeritus Robert
Bielenda and his wife, Eleanor. The PRCUA was listed as an Extraordinary Ambassador of the Orchard Lake Schools, a
designation granted to members who have, through the years, !
contributed a total of $20,000 or more to the Ambassadors Fund.

The Opole Dancers of PRCUA held their annual Recital on March 23

JuliaWalczak 5t the Lincoln High School Auditorium in Warren, MI. Bravo to
Choreographer/Dance Instructor Donna Skurski and School Director Elizabeth Thacker, as
well as to all the dancers and backstage assistants for another successful performance, and
thank you to the parents, families and friends who support Opole. | understand that there
will be a command performance by Opole at Polish Heritage Night with the Red Wings vs.
New Jersey Devils on March 29th. We look forward to your Facebook posts and article in
the next issue of the Narod Polski.

March 23 was indeed a busy evening. Our PRCUA member, Kamila Bochenek, i S
deserves a big round of applause for her efforts during this year's Queen of May 3rd Parade Orchard Lake Ambassador Ball
Pageant, organized by the Alliance of Polish Clubs and the Parade Committee! Congratulations on representing the young Polish-American
community and PRCUA’s “Polonia” Polish Folk Song and Dance Ensemble with such poise and elegance! Kamila was one of 10 candidates vying
for the title of Parade Queen — she presented a folk dance from Lublin and a cowboy dance for
the talent portion of the pageant. Her outstanding performance showed how valuable it is to be a
PRCUA member and to preserve our Polish heritage!

PRCUA supported this event with a sponsor ad in the event book and by the participation of

\ | & : > PRCUA Marketing Director Elzbieta Sawczuk as Emcee of the evening, which she co-hosted with
131 "; Queen o May 3rd Lukasz Dudka, General Manager of the Dziennik Zwigzkowy (Polish Daily News). Here’s to the
N Parade Pageant unity between organizations, which highlights this year's parade motto: “Strength in Unity —

7 | Emcees Polonia Strong!” Also at the event was D-7 Director and PAC-IL Treasurer Joanna Ewa

‘ \ Cholewinski.
‘ = lllinois State Treasurer Michael W. Frerichs hosted a Women’s History Month celebration on March 26, 2019 at
Queen of May 3rd  the James R. Thompson Center honoring Outstanding Women in the following categories: in Business, Community
Parade Pageant (I-r)  Service, Education, Workforce and Labor, Leadership and as an Elected Official. The latter is a pillar of the Polish
J. Cholewinski, American Community in Chicago and PRCUA member, Judge Aurelia
K. Bochenek, Pucinski from the lllinois Appellate Court. The Executive Officers attended the

E. Sawczuk celebration together with PAC-IL Treasurer and PRCUA Director D-7 Joanna
E. Cholewinski who presented Judge Pucinski with a bouquet of flowers from the Polish American
Congress-lllinois Division. Following was an international buffet of delicacies provided by many local
restaurants. Thank you, Treasurer Frerichs and your assistants, including our friends from Polonia,
Barbara Chatko and Daniel Pogorzelski.

Following the Celebration of Women’s History Month, lllinois Treasurer Frerichs hosted the grand
opening of an exhibition titled "The United States of America in Polish Historiography and Periodicals.”
The event was organized by The Alliance of Polish Clubs and co-sponsored by PRCUA. President Women s Hlstory Month celebratlon
James Robaczewski participated in the ribbon-cutting ceremony. 7

Since this issue goes to print before the events of the last day of March, you will have to
wait until the May issue to “read all about” the District 8 Swieconka held at Candlelight Banquets,
Chicago Ridge, IL and the Blessing of the Polish Dance Schools, Detroit, MI.

Condolences to PRCUA Director Colleen Bonkowski (D-10) and her family on the passing
of her mother, Beverly Herig, age 88, on March 19, 2019. Beverly was honorably discharged as a
Private from the Marines during the Korean War. She was predeceased by her husband of 49
years, Austin, and two grandsons, Brent and Sean Bonkowski. Beverly is survived by 4 children,
7 grandchildren, and 6 great grandchildren. In a private ceremony, Beverly was honored by the

Marines and Army Section 154. Taps played and Colleen was presented the Marine’s flag and
the bullet shells after Beverly Pres. Robaczewski at ribbon-cutting

was honored with a 21-gun ceremony at Thompson Center

salute. On behalf of all the members of PRCUA and all Americans, thank you,
Beverly, for your service! “Eternal rest grant unto her, O Lord; and let perpetual
light shine upon her. May her soul, and the souls of the faithful departed, through
the mercy of God, rest in peace. Amen.”

The Polish tradition of the “Swigconka” (the blessing of the Easter baskets) is a

Beverly

Herig (top) mainstay in our family as it is in many Polish and Polish-American homes. My
: by and her k . . S o
putooniens platoon (| mother-in-law, Maria Jamiriska, who resides in Poland, visited us often. One such
SCTICWSTROGOFT, 5.58T MANCGEE, ',m;&:..".;."i:‘."‘c'ﬁdmm“«' occasion was for Easter. The year of her visit, | prepared my basket for blessing
1983 PHOTO BY, Moaq
ey g as | did every year and as we were leaving our house, she stopped, looked at the basket, and

asked us to take a photo not of us just to document the moment, but of the basket and its contents to show her mother. Of course | obliged, but
when asked for a specific reason, she responded that in Poland, the “new” tradition is to make a symbolic Easter basket — one egg, a slice of
bread, a piece of sausage and ham, a little container of horseradish and butter, even a piece or small babka. At breakfast on Easter morning,
everyone had a “taste” of the blessed contents. | informed her that in my family, you took the entire breakfast with you to be blessed and you
partook of nothing not blessed at our Swieconka. She laughed as | carried my 20+ pound basket to Church. Thankfully, others did the same at our
Church. Once | was in Poland for Easter and went with my mother-in-law to bless her basket (1/4 the size of mine with symbolic portions of food)
and sure enough, the Church was full of “mini” Swigconka baskets. During this same visit, there was a T
radio commentary about how the tradition began and | learned that originally, priests would visit the
homes to bless the food. Eventually, there were too many homes to visit, so the priests invited them to
God's home. As to the contents, | found this in Wikipedia: “Older generations of Polish Americans,
descended from early 19th century immigrants, tend to bless whole meal quantities, often brought to
church halls or cafeterias in large hampers and picnic baskets.” | carried on the tradition of my family
and my sister and | passed this down to our daughters.

| hope your Easter is a spiritual, happy, and plentiful celebration of the Resurrection of Jesus in
the company of your family and friends! Wesofego Alleluja, Smacznego jajka i mokrego Dyngusa!

PULASKI
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A special guest of this year's celebration, Adam
Kwiatkowski, Poland’s Secretary of State, conveyed a
message from the President of the Republic of Poland,
Andrzej Duda. In his letter, President Duda recalled his
visit to the Polish Museum of America and expressed his
gratitude to the management of the PMA and PRCUA, and
remarked on the relationship and cooperation which
connects Poland and the United States of America for over
two centuries.

PMA President Richard Owsiany and three PMA
employees were decorated with the Orders of Merit of the
Republic of Poland. Pres. Richard Owsiany, Managing
Director Malgorzata Kot, and Historian Jan Lory$ were
awarded the Officer's Crosses of the Order of Merit of the
Republic of Poland, and Archivist Halina Misterka was
awarded the Knight's Cross of the Order of Merit of the
Republic of Poland. Nominations were read by
Matgorzata Bak-Guzik, Deputy Consul General, and
presented by Adam Kwiatkowski, Poland’s Secretary of
State, Piotr Janicki, Consul General, and Piotr Semeniuk,
Vice Consul.

The program continued with the wreath laying
ceremony before the 1932 painting “General Pulaski at
Savannah” by Stefan Batowski. The first wreath was
presented on behalf of the President of Poland by Hon.
Adam Kwiatkowski and Consul Piotr Janicki, and the
second wreath was presented by PAC/PNA President
Frank Spula, PRCUA President James Robaczewski and
Dee Hinger-Blicharski, the wife of the late Edward F.
Blicharski, a PMA donor.

The celebration concluded with benediction offered
by Fr. Marek Smolka, the Archbishop’s Liaison to Polonia
and with the singing of “God Bless America.”

Wreath laying ceremony (I-r): T. Kosciuszko
Polish Lancers, Pres. Frank Spula,
Dee Blicharski, Pres. James Robaczewski
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g2nd PREUA Nalmnal Bowling Tournament

April 28-28, 2018 = Westlland,
Hosted Iy Boeisly #718, S Sta's

The 82nd National PRCUA Bowling Tournament will be held on April 26, 27 and
28. The tournament will be held at the Westland Bowl and is being hosted by
PRCUA Society #718, St. Stan’s.
WESTLAND BOWL
5940 Wayne Rd., Westland, MI
(734) 722-7570-8700
www.westlandbowl.com

Once again, this year we are excited to announce that since we have a bowling
facility with enough lanes to accommodate our entire group, we are going to be
having only one squad on each day. This means that we will not have a morning
squad on Friday (doubles/singles event) or Saturday (team event). We will still be
having a morning squad on Sunday (doubles/singles event) for those that cannot
bowl on Friday. This exciting change will again allow more of us to bowl at the
same time!

Squad times are as follows:
*  Doubles/Singles

*  Team Event

Friday, April 26 at 11:00 a.m.

Saturday, April 27 at 11:30 a.m.
(Opening ceremony will be at 11:00 a.m.)
*  Doubles/Singles Sunday, April 28 at 9:00 a.m.

To secure your entry (and preferred squad day for doubles/singles event), send in
your completed entry form promptly along with the appropriate entry fees by the
deadline. Forms can be found at www.prcua.org. Please be sure to fill in all
information on your entry form, including average information. The deadline
for submitting your entry is Friday, April 5, 2019.

At the bowling facility there will be a tournament office; location details provided
at the facility upon arrival. We will also have a secured room for overnight bowling
ball storage. The host society will offer jackpots and other raffles as follows:

»  50/50 raffle each game, each day

» Bowling ball raffle Friday and Saturday

»  Jackpots for both men and women, details provided at bowling facility

In addition to the bowling activities our friends at PRCUA Society #718 have been
busy planning a fun and exciting event for us all. Details on lodging and activities:
LODGING: EMBASSY SUITES
19525 Victor Parkway, Livonia, MI
(734) 462-6000

Room Rates/Hotel Info:
King - $122, Double - $127. Ask for PRCUA rate when booking.
Must be booked before 4/04/19 and is subject to availability.
Rate includes daily breakfast buffet and nightly cocktail hour.

YV V

HOSPITALITY — Thursday, April 25
Monaghan Knights of Columbus Hall
19801 Farmington Road, Livonia, MI
Hospitality hosted from 6:30 p.m. — 9:30 p.m..
Includes Pizza Fest and 2 drink tickets per attendee.
Monaghan K of C is approximately 3 miles from hotel.

YV V

CELEBRATION OF THE MASS
Details on Mass offerings provided at hotel check-in.

AWARDS CEREMONY - Saturday. April 26

Monaghan Knights of Columbus Hall

19801 Farmington Road, Livonia, MI
» COMPLIMENTARY Polish Dinner Buffet (a gift to the bowlers from Soc.
#718)
» Doors open at 6:15 p.m., dinner served at 7:00 p.m., awards presentation at
approximately 9:00 p.m.
»  Music and dancing until 11:00 p.m.

Time to mark your calendars and