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PRCUA ANNUAL PICNIC - RAIN OR SHINE

The participants of the 5th Annual PRCUA Picnic were having a
grand time until Mother Nature decided to put try to put a damper on
things. Fortunately, the members of Districts 7, 8, and 9 know that it takes
more than thunder and pouring rain to stop their fun, and the organizing
committee was well prepared to keep the activities going, rain or shine!

This year’s picnic was held on Sunday, June 30, at the PACF Grove

in Glenwood, IL. The picnic began at noon with an outdoor Mass
celebrated by Rev. Ron Kondziolka, Director of Pastoral Care Services at
St. James Hospital & Health Center in Chicago Heights, IL. Assisting
Rev. Kondziolka as lectors were members of the Wesoty Lud Polish Folk
Dance Company, and Natalya Bonkowski served as the altar girl.
After the Mass, children had the opportunity to participate in various
games and activities: unwrapping a plastic-wrapped ball filled with treats
and party favors (led by District #8 Director Elizabeth Dynowski),
volleyball and soccer, pedal boat rides on the pond, the ever-
popular train rides, jumping in the bouncy castle, or making
giant soap bubbles and decorating cupcakes with clowns.

Those who came hungry to the picnic could purchase
sausages, hot dogs and hamburgers, grilled by the PRCUA
“chefs”: President James Robaczewski; past District #8
Director James Rustik; Brian Bonkowski, husband of District
#10 Director Colleen Bonkowski; and Mateusz Bomba,
PRCUA Fraternal Coordinator. Cold drinks and fruit were
available in the air-conditioned building, which served as the
cafeteria where Jeanine Leonhard, sister of PRCUA Vice
President Micheline Jaminski, was in charge of the kitchen, and
where those who sought some respite from the heat could eat
and relax.

The picnic was attended by President James Robaczewski and his
wife, Elaine; Vice President Micheline Jaminski and her
husband, Richard; Secretary-Treasurer Agnieszka Bastrzyk
and her husband, Daniel; and National Directors Joanna
Cholewinski and Anna Krysinski (D-7), Elizabeth Dynowski
(D-8), Elizabeth Sadus (D-9), and Colleen Bonkowski (D-10)
and her husband, Brian. Also present were past National
Directors Kevin Kucik (D-7) and Krystyna Lech (D-8);
members of the Adult Culture Group, with its President
Edward Muszalski, Vice President John Frankowicz, and
Treasurer Walter Dynowski; District #9 President Paul
Pawlowski; Narod Polski Executive Editor Lidia Kowalewicz;
PRCUA Marketing Director Elzbieta Sawczuk; and dancers
from the PRCUA dance schools — Wesoty Lud Polish Folk
Dance Company, Polonia Ensemble, and Southwest
Center of Polish Dancing.

Those participants who were interested in getting more
information about the PRCUA could visit the PRCUA tent, where
friendly staff were distributing fun promotional items and
answering any questions regarding our products. After dark
clouds covered the sky and rain started drizzling, many picnic
participants took cover in the cafeteria, and weren’t sorry that they
stayed. Food was still served, and fun activities continued. Kids
crowded around the clowns, who were face-painting and making
amazing balloon creations as well as providing supplies for crafts.

A h1gh11ght for the kids was when Director Dynowski
brought in a pifiata — how
exciting to scramble for
cascades of falling candy!
All in all, a fabulous day for
participants of all ages!

Grace Bazylewski (I) with Anne Moschopoulos in the

PRCUA information booth Children trying to untie the big

ball of plastic foil

The “chefs”: (I-r) Brian Bonkowski,
James Robaczewski, James Rustik
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and Micheline
Jaminski (r)
serving food

L-r: Elzbieta Sawczuk, James Rustik, Colleen Bonkowski Iizabeth Sadus, Elizabeth
Dynowski, Joanna Cholewinski, Elaine and James Robaczewski, Micheline and Richard
Jaminski, Agnieszka and Daniel Bastrzyk with son Karol, Krystyna Lech, Mateusz Bomba

Everyone’s favorite - train ride
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“ PRCUA Events

AUGUST

12 CHICAGO, IL - PRCUA DISTRICT #7 QUARTERLY MEETING on Mon.,, Aug. 12 at 7:00 p.m.
at PRCUA Social Hall, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL. Contact: 773-782-2636, prcuadistrict7 @gmail.com.

16-17 WARREN, Ml - 65TH PRCUA NATIONAL SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT - Hosted by Opole
Dancers, on Fri.-Sat.., Aug. 16-17 at Halmich Park, 3001 I3 Mile Rd., Warren, MI. See details on pg. 4.
16-18 NILES, IL - FESTIVAL POLONAISE AT GOLF MILL PARKING LOT - Visit PRCUA booth.

19 ORLAND PARK, IL - PRCUA DISTRICT #8 QUARTERLY MEETING on Mon,, Aug. 19 at
7:00 p.m. at Our Lady of the Woods, 10731 W. 13 1st St.,, Orland Park, IL.

2] LANSING, MI - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 POTLUCK AND MEETING on Wed., Aug. 21
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Federated Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope, Lansing, MI. Contact: Veronica
Ulrich at 517-484-3311.

23 DETROIT, Ml - DETROIT LIONS POLISH HERITAGE NIGHT AT FORD FIELD on Fri,
Aug. 23 at Ford Field, 2000 Brush St, Detroit, MI. The Buffalo Bills will play the Detroit Lions at 8:00 p.m. Event
coordinated by Soc. #1593. PRCUA Opole Dancers will perform in front of the entrance to Ford Field before the
game. For ticket information, contact Nicole Madigan at 313-262-2451 or at nicole.madigan@lions.nfl.net or Wally
Ozog at wozog@wowway.com. For additional information, see pg. 5.

23-25 GRAND RAPIDS, Ml - 40TH ANNUAL POLISH FESTIVAL - Held by the Polish Heritage
Society, Rosa Parks Circle, 135 Monroe Center, Grand Rapids, M| — visit PRCUA information table

25 SOUTH ROCKWOOD, Ml - SOC. #162 EDWARD BZURA MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
GOLF OUTING on Sun., Aug. 25 at Westburn Golf Course, 5617 S. Huron River Dr., South Rockwood, MI.

30-31 CHICAGO, IL - TASTE OF POLONIA, Copernicus Center, 5216 W. Lawrence Ave., Chicago, IL —
visit PRCUA booth.

SEPTEMBER

1-2 CHICAGO, IL - TASTE OF POLONIA, Copernicus Center, 5216 W. Lawrence Ave., Chicago, IL —
Visit PRCUA booth.

2 LABOR DAY - PRCUA OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED

7 CARLETON, Ml - PRCUA ST. STAN’S SOCIETY #718 MIXED GOLF OUTING on Sat,
Sept. 7 at Thorne Hills Golf Course, 12915 Sumpter Rd., Carleton, MI. Golfers limited to the first 150 golfers.
Start time at 9:00 a.m. The cost for golfers: $50 and $15 for non-golfers. Price includes golf, cart, lunch, dinner and
refreshments. Contact Dan Gdowski for information: 734-497-2681 or 734-654-2734.

8 ARLINGTON HTS,, IL - ANNUAL PRCUA FISHING DERBY hosted by District #7 on Sun,,
Sept. 8 at Busse Lake Fishing Wall, Arlington Hts., IL from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Open to all PRCUA members and
non-member friends. Refreshments and complimentary snacks. Prizes for most fish caught in each group. Children
ages |-15 years and seniors 65+ don’t need a fishing license. For more information, call Mateusz Bomba at 773-
782-2636.

15 MICHIGAN CITY, IN - POLISH HERITAGE FESTIVAL - Friendship Botanic Gardens, 2055 East
US Highway 12, Michigan City, IN — visit PRCUA information table.

18 LANSING, Ml - WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 POTLUCK AND MEETING on Wed, Sept. 18
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the Federated Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope, Lansing, MI. Contact: Veronica
Ulrich at 517-484-3311.

24 WARREN, MI - ST. JOHN PAUL Il SOC. #1593 MEETING on Tues., Sept. 24 at 7:00 p.m. at St.
Anne Jr. H.S. (Back Building), 36000 Mound Rd., Warren, MI. Contact: Valerie Brumm at 248-622-8949 or
valerie.brumm@gmail.com.

Monthly Polka Dance

St. Louis Metro Polka Club and PRCUA St. Stanislaus Soc. #1004 invites everyone for monthly Polka Dances held
at the Polish Hall, 826 Greenwood St., Madison, IL on the 4th Sunday of every month (except December) from 3:00
p-m. until 6:30 p.m. Admission $7, children 12 & under free. Polish sausage sandwiches & drinks are available for
purchase.

Aug. 25 Rich Cullen's Dynamic Duo (Hawaiian Attire)
Sep. 22 Polka Connection

Oct. 27 Larry Haller's Two Star Final

Nov. 24 Rich Cullen's Dynamic Duo

the St. Louis Metro Polka Club, visit their website
See all Polish Hall (St. Stanislaus Soc. #1004) events on

To learn more about our friends,
http://folkfire.org/polka/index.html.
Facebook.com/Polish.Hall. Madison.

New K-12 Scholarship being
offered to Fr. Al's Society #1493
members

Father Al's Society #1493 of the Polish Roman Catholic Union
of America will be offering its members a primary
educational scholarship. This is for members that are
attending a Catholic school in grades K thru 12. The
awarding of the scholarship is determined at a Society
meeting after the application due date. To be eligible for the
scholarship, the member must be a member in good standing
with PRCUA and Society, which includes Society dues paid
in full if member is over 16 years of age. (Required)

Write a letter, or e-mail, sent to the Society requesting the
scholarship for the upcoming school year. Include
information listed below:

* Member’s Name

e Name of parent to contact

e Address (Street, City, State, Zip)

e Parent e-mail address

® School name and address member is attending for the
2019-2020 school year.

* A document stating that the member is actually attending
the school, not just accepted, is REQUIRED. This can take the
form of a letter from the school or a copy of payments being
made.

* The school must provide a Catholic based education.

(The below are not requirements. We are just asking to see
how involved our members are.)

In the past year:

1. Have you participated in PRCUA National or Society
functions?

2. Have you participated/volunteered in church activities?
3. Have you participated/volunteered in community
activities?

4.  What extracurricular activities are you involved in?

Scholarships will be based on funds available. Checks will be
made payable to the school and not the applicant or parent.
Letter with application must be post marked or e-mailed on
or before September 30, 2019.

Please send to: PRCUA #1493, Attn: K-12 Scholarship
Committee, 35030 Stellwagen St., Wayne, MI 48184
or via e-mail to: ozog@hotmail.com.

Matthew Ozog, Secretary
Fr. Al's Society #1493

SAVE THE DATE

Annual PREUA Bistriet 7

Sundave 8, 2009
“10:00 g, o 2:00 p.u.

Please submit all articles for the September issue of

Naréd Polski by August 15. Articles submitted after

the deadline will be published in the following issue.
Thank you!
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COMMEMORATING THE 75TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE WARSAW UPRISING

The year 2019 commemorates the 75th
Anniversary of the Warsaw Uprising. In the summer
of 1944, Poland had endured five years of brutal Nazi
German occupation. The Polish underground
resistance, directed by the Home Army (Armia
Krajowa) led the fight against German occupation.
With the Allied invasion of Normandy on June 6,
1944, and the quick advance of Soviet Forces toward
eastern Poland, the Polish Government-in-exile in
London called on the Home Army under the
leadership of General Tadeusz Boér-Komorowski to
rise up in a nationwide uprising called Operation
Tempest (Operacja Burza) against the Germans, the
timing of which was to be determined by Home Army
Command in Poland.

The main goal of the uprising was to help the
allies defeat the Germans, free Warsaw and assert
Polish sovereignty before Soviet forces arrived. The
uprising began at 5:00 p.m. on August 1, the W-hour
(wybuch-explosion) the uprising began. Initially the
Home Army gained control over most of the center of
the city, and units began taking defensive positions as civilians began building barricades.
German forces remained in control of key strategic sections of the city. The Germans had
not anticipated the size and strength of the uprising, or how prepared and well trained the
under-equipped Home Army was.

The Polish believed that the Soviet forces to the east of the city would arrive to help
free Warsaw, but they would never come. The Home Army quickly realized they were
alone, but they were determined to hold on to the city. As the uprising intensified, it
developed into street-by-street, building-by-building fighting. The Home Army used the
city's sewer system to move fighters and supplies, and to keep the lines of communication
open. The Polish suffered heavy causalties and losses, while German forces were
reinforced on a daily basis. The fighting developed into a stalemate with both sides
gaining and losing ground. As the fighting increased, the inhabitants faced hunger and

Ruins at te Mrszalkowska and
Sniadecki Streets intersection

starvation.

On Aug 6, the Polish retook the Haberbusch I Schiele brewery, where the supply of
barley was stored in the warehouses. The city populace lived on the “spit-soup” (pluj-
zupa) made from the ground barley and water. The Home Army held on to the brewery for
the rest of the uprising. The water situation was just as serious. By mid-August most of
the water conduits were unusable and the main pumping station was under German
control. To provide water, wells were dug in the courtyards of buildings - by the end of
the uprising 90 wells had been dug.

The uprising did receive some limited aid from the Western Allies. The British RAF
and American USAAF flew airlifts to drop guns, ammunition and supplies, all without
Stalin's permission to use airfields in the Soviet Union. In mid-September, Stalin finally
allowed the use of Soviet airfields. Unfortunately, the majority of the airdrops landed in
the German-controlled areas. The fighting grew more intense and deadly, and by late
September, the Home Army was being forced to retreat and regroup. The casualties and
losses kept growing, while the German forces kept increasing. The Home Army began
negotiations with the Germans to end the conflict, allowing the resistance fighters to be
treated as prisoners of war and to treat the civilian population with respect.

The German commander agreed and on October 2, the surrender took effect, and the
Germans disarmed the soldiers of the Home Army on the next day, October 3. The
inhabitants of Warsaw were expelled from the city, and the Germans began burning and
bombarding the city. By the j
end of the war, 85% of
Warsaw's buildings were
destroyed. In January 1945 the
Germans retreated from
Warsaw and the Soviet Army
entered the city.

Mark Sorbi

Photos: copies of the postcards
printed by Polskie Archiwum
Krajozanawcze i Spotdzielnia

“Swiatowid”

Students of PRCUA Polish language
and dance schools -

| % we've got a plan for youl

S

Polsh/Dance School
+PRCUA Membership
= Discounts and a
Secure Future

ack-to-chol
ILifelInsurlz-.ance|Speci::1I!l

Become a member of the oldest Polish fraternal organization in the
United States! Students registering to attend a PRCUA-subsidized
Polish language or dance school can purchase a 5-Year Limited Pay
Whole Life Insurance certificate,

Available for students up to age 18
Builds cash value
Dividend-participating

510,000 minimum amount of Whole Life insurance
School tuition discounts available (inquire at school)
Additional cultural and educational benefits
Automatic electronic payments
Available until October 31, 2019

. T . U N T T Y

Ask about our

Family Plus Plan!

;ll‘;i’;

LIMITED PAY WHOLE LIFE INSURANCE

RATES FOR 5-YEAR

$10,000 Coverage 520,000 Coverage $30,000 Coverage
Annual Pramium Annual Premium Annual Premium
Age Male Female Age Mala Femala Age Male Foemaloe
0 521360 | 519120 0 S387.20 | 5342.40 1] 5547.30 | 5481.90
1 5217.80 | 518520 1 538560 | 5350.40 1 5554960 | 5493160
i $222.70 | 5199.60 F 540540 | 5359.20 2 5574.00 | 5506.50
3 522820 | 520450 i 541640 | S3EE.EOQ 3 S530,20 | 5520.60
4 5234.10 | 53069.50 1 SA28.20 | 5379.00 q S607.60 | 553530
5 S240.,40 | 5214.80 5 S440.80 | S53E9.60 5 S6X5.60 | 555090
B 5246,80 | 522030 B S453,60 | 540060 B 564450 | 556680
7 5251.50 | 5126.00 7 S467.00 | 5412.00 7 5664.30 | 5583.50
B 526050 | 523180 B S4B1.00 | 5423160 E SE84.70 | 560070
a9 S$267.80 | 5238.00 9 495,60 | $436.00 9 5705.70 | 5618.70
10 527530 | 5244.30 10 551060 | 5448.60 10 S5727.890 | 5637.30
11 5283.10 | 5250.90 11 $526,20 | S461.80 11 5750.70 | 5656.50
12 $291.10 | 5257.80 12 5542.20 | 5475.60 12 577410 | 567660
13 529930 | $264.80 13 5556.60 | $489.60 13 57G8.10 | 5697.00
14 $307.70 | 5272.00 14 557540 | 5504.00 14 5822.70 | 571800
15 5316.20 | 5279.50 15 559240 | 5519.00 15 SE47.60 | 5739.90
16 531480 | 528710 16 5609.60 | 5534.20 16 SETLS0 | ST62.40
17 5333.40 | 5295.10 17 $626.80 | $550.20 | 17 S897.70 | SYR5.80
18 534220 | 5303.30 18 5644 .40 | 556660 18 591350 | 5809.80

Can be combined with the Family Plus Plan, which includes a discount.
All applications subject to underwriting and mist be postmarked by October 31, 2019
*Ciandard non-tobacco rales.

For more information, please contact your local
PRCUA Sales Representative or the Home Office:
Robert Fattore (773) 782-2631 or Michael Dziadkowiec (773) 782-2642

POLISH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA
984 N, Milwaukee Ave,, Chicago, IL 60642 | PRCUA.oRG | 800-772-8632 | IEE G

... protecting L\&t through all its stages!
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65% PRCUA NATIONAL
SOFTBALL TOURNAMENT

For PRCUA Members Only - New Members Welcome

Hosted by PRCUA Opole Dancers
Warren, MI
August 16-17, 2019

The 65th PRCUA National Softball Tournament will be
held Friday and Saturday, August 16-17, 2019 at Halmich Park,
3001 13 Mile Rd., Warren, MI.

Out-of-town players and guests’ accommodations will be
at the Holiday Inn Express Detroit/Warren, 11500 E. Eleven
Mile Rd., Warren, MI. Room rates per night plus tax are: King
or Double Standard - $124. Make your room reservation as
soon as possible by calling (586) 754-9700 before August 1,
2019 and mention “PRCUA".

Jennifer Vernon and Deann Kujawski, chairwomen from
St. Rita’s Society, have finalized the tournament event schedule
as follows:

Friday, August 16

e 6:00 p.m. — Co-Ed games - Halmich Park, 3001 13 Mile Rd.,
Warren, MI

e  6:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m. - Welcome Gathering — Holiday Inn
Express Detroit/Warren, 11500 E. Eleven Mile Rd., Warren, MI.
Complimentary draft beer and pizza.

Saturday, August 17

e  9:00 am. — Men’s/Women’s Games — Halmich Park, 3001
13 Mile Rd., Warren, MI

e 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. — Lunch - served at the fields

e 7:00 p.m. — midnight — Awards Banquet — Father Kramer
Knights of Columbus, 7400 Bernice St., Center Line, MI. Dinner
at no charge, complimentary draft beer and wine, and, back by
popular demand: Patty’s Pretzels.

Catholic Mass times — St. Anne Catholic Church, 32000
Mound Rd., Warren, MI, Saturday 5:00 p.m., Sunday 8:45 a.m.
and 11:00 a.m.

The entry form must be completed and returned to the
Home Office, together with a $50.00 entry fee per team. All
players must be PRCUA members in good standing. Each
player may only sign one roster and must submit a Waiver of
Liability form for 2019. Players must agree to abide by the
PRCUA rules and regulations of good sportsmanship and fair
play on and off the playing fields. Make your check payable to
PRCUA Softball and mail to PRCUA Fraternal Department,
984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642 or enter online at
www.prcua.org/sports and pay online at
www.prcua.org/payonline. All entries must be submitted by
August 2, 2019. For additional information: fraternal-
department@prcua.org or 773-782-2636.

Check the Narod Polski, PRCUA website
(www.prcua.org/sports), or Facebook page for updates.

From the Office
of the
Secretary-Treasurer

Agnieszka J. Bastrzyk, ALMI, FICF, ACS

We need the current addresses for the following

members.

If you know the address of anyone on this list,

please send it to: Agnieszka Bastrzyk, Secretary-Treasurer,

PRCUA, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642-4101

or call 773-782-2600 ext. 2604 or 1-800-772-8632 Ext.

2604.

SOC. NAME
898  Nathan Anderson

LAST KNOWN ADDRESS
820 E. 7th St., Charlotte, NC 28202

1368 Dawn Hutson 6666 lonoa Rd., Portland, M| 48875
1415 Krzysztof Folta 13598 Via Varra., Broomfield., CO 80020
1616 Beata Bochenek 4456 N. Kenneth Ave., Chicago, IL 60630

2020 PRCUA
CALENDAR

Dear PRCUA Family,

The PRCUA Marketing Department is working
on the 2020 PRCUA Calendar.

This is a friendly reminder that the deadline to
submit dates for the 2020 PRCUA Calendar is
September 1, 2019.

Please let us know when you are planning your
next year’s PRCUA events by sending
information to: fraternal-events@prcua.org

Robaczewski Boys Help Win
Track and Field Championship

Niles, IL - The St.
Monica Academy Mustangs
were geared up for a good
season of track this year.
The 7th and 8th grade boys
thought they would carry
on the tradition of finishing
in the top 3 of the 8 team
conference. Little did they
anticipate, the surprises that
would happen along the
way.

The first meet of the
season saw a clash that had
the underdog Varsity boys

Tommy (I) and Joey (r)
Robaczewski

team slip into first place, by a small margin, to win the
Bronze Championship, with the boys placing, first in
shotput and 4 x 400m relay, second in shot put and long

jump, and third in the 1600m.

Unfortunately, the Silver Championship was cancelled

due to thunderstorms the following week.

Going into the final meet of the year, the Varsity boys
kicked it into high gear. They won the 4 x 100m relay, the 4
x 400m relay, shot put and 400m run. They also placed
third in long jump and shot put, fourth in 1600m run and
long jump, as well as fifth in the 100m and shot put. The
boys dominated the Gold meet and defeated their nearest

opponent by 30 points to win the League Championship.

Both Robaczewski boys contributed to the League
Championship. Tommy medaled in all four events in the
final meet (4 x 100, 4 x 400, 1600m and long jump), while
Joey medaled in one event (shot put). Overall, they

medaled in eight of the sixteen events they were entered in.

Proud parents Jim and Elaine were there to cheer their
sons to victory. They are also happy that the boys’ interests

are in all different sports and academic endeavors.

Visit the PRCUA booth at the
following summer festivals:

Festival Polonaise - Aug. 16-18
Golf Mill Parking Lot in Niles, IL

Rosa Parks Circle, 135 Monroe Center in Grand Rapids, MI

Taste of Polonia, Copernicus Center - Aug. 30 - Sept. 2
5216 W. Lawrence Ave., Chicago, IL

Polish - American Family Fest - Aug. 31 - Sept. 8
The National Shrine of Our Lady of Czg¢stochowa,

i
i
i
i
i
i
i 40th Annual Polish Festival - August 23-25
i
i
i
i
i
i
1
H 654 Ferry Rd, Doylestown, PA
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PRCUA DANCE AND LANGUAGE SCHOOL -3¢
REGISTRATION SCHEDULE

FOR THE 2019-2020 SCHOOL YEAR

OHIO :

Echoes of Poland Folk Song & Dance Ensemble, Inc.

Age: 5+

Children Ensemble

Classes begin on September 3

Classes will be held Tuesdays from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at
PRCUA Hall, 5255 N. Detroit Ave, Toledo OH

Teen and adult classes begin on September 5 and will be
held at 1700 N. Reynolds, Toledo OH

Teen classes from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.; adult classes from 7:30
to 9:00 p.m.

For more information Contact Paulina Tul Ortyl, Director, at
419-531-8658.

Henryk Sienkiewicz Polish School
For information contact: Ewa D. Wiechec, Director, at 440-

537-1485.

ILLINOIS:

Polonia Ensemble

For information contact: Anna Krysinski, Director, at 847-
529-2555 or annakrysinski@yahoo.com.

Polska Szkota im. Jana Karskiego
Registration on Saturday, August 17 & 24 from 10:00 am to

12:00 p.m. in school’s office located at 7025 W. 126th St.,
Palos Hills, IL.

Information: 708-289-864, szkolakarskiego@gmail.com,
www.szkolakarskiego.org

Wesoty Lud Polish Folk Dance Co., Inc.

For information contact: Richard Jaminski,
Director/Choreographer, at 708-403-5718/708-288-7162 or
mrjaminski@gmail.com.

Polska Szkota im. Marii Konopnickiej
Registration and sale of books and school materials on

Tuesday, August 20, from 6:30 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at St. Louis
de Montfort Parish, 8840 S. Ridgeland Ave,. Oak Lawn, IL.
Additional information: 708-990-0749.

St. John Paul IT Polish School and Polanie Dancers

Open House and registration on Sunday, August 25, from
9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Classes at elementary and high school
levels will be held on Fridays or Saturdays in the school
building at 608 Sobieski St., Lemont IL. The school offers:
Polish language, history, geography, tradition, and religion
classes; incorporated St. John Paul II teachings and history;
field trips and art classes; Polish language lessons for adults;
credit hours for some colleges; Polanie folk dance group.
Information: 630-669-9058 / 630-669-9700;
president@polschool.com; www.polschool.com.

Southwest Center of Polish Dancing

For information contact: Anna Kraszewski, Managing
Director, at swecenterofpolishdancing@gmail.com or 773-
972-0012.

INDIANA:

St. Raphael Kalinowski Polish School and Mata Polska
Dancers

The school offers: Kindergarten (starting at 3 years old);
Grades 1-8 (excluding 7th); first year of high school.
Registration: August 25 from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

All classes begin Saturday, September 7 at 9:00 a.m. and
will be held at 1628 Ridge Rd., Munster, IN.

Contact: Margaret Blachut at 219-613-5148.

MICHIGAN:

Rogalin Dance Troupe

Ages: 3-18.

Registration will be held during classes.

Clasees meet Tuesday evenings beginning September 10 at
PRCUA #162 Hall, 1430 Oak Street, Wyandotte, MI.
Contact Director Lisa Brandt: 734-775-7987 or
lisabrandt31@gmail.com

Society #162 Gymnastics
For information contact: MaryAnn Davis, Director/Teacher
at 734-341-2242.

Gwiazda Dance School

Ages: 3-18

Classes will be held Monday evenings (class time
determined by age) beginning September 9 at PLAV Post 10
Hall, Hamtramck, MI.

Contact School Director Jessica Wendt at 313-682-3031 or
at panijessica@hotmail.com for more information.

Opole Dancers
Registration through the end of September

Ages: 2.5to 17

Classes Begin Tuesday, September 10

Class times vary by age

Classes held at FOP Hall at 11304 E. 14 Mile Road, Warren,
MI

Contact Beth Thacker at
opole.director@comcast.net

586-944-9683  or

Polskie Maki Dance School

Ages: 3to 17

Registration and the first day of class will be held on
Saturday, September 14 at 10:00 a.m. at Immaculate
Conception Catholic School, 29500 Westbrook Ave.,
Warren, MI.

Contact: Maria Jalkiewicz at 586-979-5164

Wieliczka Dance Ensemble

Ages: 3 to 18 years old

Registration September 5, at 7:00 p.m. and September 12, at
6:30 p.m. at PLAV Post 16, 25222 W. Warren Rd.,
Dearborn Hts., MI

Classes meet on Thursdays, beginning September 12 from
6:00 to 9:30 p.m. depending on age.

Contact: Kristi Mihalic 313-805-7729, korjmihalic@att.net

Halka Dancers

Ages: 2 1/2 thru high school

Practice on Saturdays at Our Lady Queen of Heaven-Good
Shepherd Parish, 8200 Rolyat St, Detroit, MI.

Laura Hejza, Director

Tom Lisiecki, Teacher/Choreographer

lhejza@comcast.net

586-291-4486

Check us out on Facebook---Halka Dancers

Tatry Dancers
Open enrollment through the month of September. Classes

meet at 5:45 p.m. on Thursdays, beginning September 5, at
St. John the Baptist Catholic Church, 26123 McDonald,
Dearborn Hts., MI.

The Tatry Dancers offer dance classes in traditional Polish
dance, American Polka, Oberek, Jazz, and modern dance for
children ranging in ages from 3 to 18 years old.

For additional information, contact Rose Ann Lackey,
Director, at 313-274-0183.

Zajaczek Dance Ensemble
Ages: 2.5-18 years old

Classes start Thursday, September 12. Classes held at
American Polish Century Club, 33204 Maple Lane (14 Mile
& Hoover), Sterling Hts., MI and Carpathia Club, 38000
Utica Rd,, Sterling Hts., MI,
Contact: Colleen Bonkowski, Director, at 586-219-1982 or
zajaczekdance@yahoo.com

Zakopane Polish Folk Dance Ensemble
Ages: 16 years old and up

Classes start in September on Wednesdays. Classes held at
American Polish Century Club, 33204 Maple Lane (14 Mile
& Hoover), Sterling Hts., MI and Carpathia Club, 38000
Utica Rd,, Sterling Hts., MI,
Contact: Colleen Bonkowski, Director, at 586-219-1982 or
zajaczekdance@yahoo.com

Malbork Dance Grou
For information contact: Jen Macek, Directorn at 269-491-
0028 or malborkdancegroup@gmail.com.

PRCUA SOCIETY #1593
SCHOLARSHIP NEWS

The Annual
Detroit Tigers
Polish
American
Night  this
summer
wasn’t just a
fun evening
for all
involved. The
proceeds from
the sale of
event hats that
evening went
to a very good
cause — the
PRCUA
Society #1593

Christopher and Wallace Ozog accept a $9,100 gt John Paul

check from Jim Cleary of the Detroit Tigers 1T Scholarship

Fund. Christopher and Wallace Ozog, who
coordinated the event with the Tigers organization,
S accepted a $9,100
check from team
representative Jim
Cleary. The funds
collected allowed
Society #1593 to
award $11,000 in
scholarships this
academic year to
eleven deserving
students. Detroit
Tigers and fans — we
thank you for your
support!

Judith Burzynski, of the Society
Scholarship Committee, presents a
check to student Elena Wioncek

POLISH HERITAGE DAY

FRIDAY, AUGUST 23

PLERSE JEIH LS FOR THE 15T ANNUAL LTONG' PORESH RERTEARE [90Y AT FORD FEELD!

You are invited to attend the first annual Detroit
Lions Polish Heritage Day at Ford Field on Friday,
August 23, 2019. The Detroit Lions will play the
Buffalo Bills at 8:00 PM.

The PRCUA Opole Dancers will perform at the
main entrance of Ford Field at 6:00 p.m. when the
entrance to Ford Field opens.

Special tickets for the game in section 336 can be
purchased for only $28.00. This includes admission to
the game, a Detroit Lions Polish Heritage item and a
donation by the Detroit Lions to the PRCUA #1593
Scholarship Fund.

To purchase discounted tickets, please contact
www.detroitlions.com/polish. For additional
questions, contact Nicole Madigan at
Nicole.madigan@lions.nfl.net or 313-262-2151.

For PRCUA #1593 Society questions, contact Wally
Ozog, at 586-751-8168 or wozog@wowway.com

YAVE the DATE:
02-22-2020 in Lemont, IL

Celebrating the 40" Anniversary of
St John Paul IT Polish School and Polish Club,
and the 20" Anniversary of “POLANIE” Dancers

B

410 lat mingfo fak jecen dzied
40 yuars have passad We ane day ...

IO lat, @ mole mnve, pCdem Big copers fyc
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| KIDS [ACTIVITY|[ PAGE

FIND 10 DIFFERENCES

WORD FINDER

Find all the words from the word list (ignore spaces and dashes,
if any):

CHALKEBCT|S
DRAOBTOLTETPD
N SOOPOOAAN
E/D H L ENKS CE
WNUCBNCRSHI
F ESIUS J ORER
RI1I KSSLOMOF
DESAIORK|LD
PACKGWEMOH
K CABNMENTS

ASSIGNMENTS NEW FRIENDS
BACKPACK NOTEBOOK
CHALKBOARD OLD FRIENDS

CLASSROOM PENCIL
DESK SCHOOL BUS
HOMEWORK TEACHER

COLOR THE PICTURE

This year, we celebrate the 75th anniversary fo the Warsaw
Uprising. The symbol below was used by the underground
resistance. The lettters stand for “Polska Walczgca” or
“Fighting Poland.”

D ame
/r"
k‘/ HELP \
/" THE DRIVER |

[ GETLY |

-

Answers on page 13
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Take advantage of this great opportunity and open a new FRCUAuﬂt.
annuity or add to your existing annuity ond earn more $55% with.

PRCUALL&& ANNUITY Plus SERIES

ALL PLANS ARE ISSUE AGES 0-90 AND HAVE A MINIMUM INITIAL DEPDSIT OF 51,000

Extended by popular demand

PLAN ANNUITY TYPE APY* 5%@3
FPDA-100-E (NQ) Non-Qualified
ANNUITY pé{s’ FPDA-200-E (IRA) Traditional IRA |
2.00% 8
SERIES = | FPDA-200R-E (ROTH) Roth IRA
iy —— Years
o FPDA-2005E-E (SEP) SEP IRA
-]
Achi el 3 ] SIMPLE " 3.75%
Achie your goal to (y FPDA-2005I-E ( ] SIMPLE IRA

BOOST RETIREMENT

FPDA-400-E

(TSA) TSA

contributions — or — PLAN ANNUITY TYPE
EARN MORE MONEY with FPDA-101-E (NQ) Non-Qualified
. / C I FPDA-201-E (IRA} Traditional IRA
Lfe Annuity Plus series! _ 5 .
= - = FPDA-201R-E (ROTH) Roth IRA v
Gowo Plus 3.75%  suver Plus 3.25%  Bronze Plus 2.50% & FPDA-201SE-E (SEP) SEP IRA ears
B L > 3.25%
Juty 1 To DEc 31, 2019 — open a new PRCUA annuity or add to your =  FPDA-201SME  [SIMPLE} SIMPLE IRA
existing annuity and earn a HIGHER APY — 51,000 min. deposit or more, FPOA-401-E (TSA) TsA
SURRENDER
J PLAN ANNUITY TYPE APY* oy
To earn a competitive PRCUAL\“L annuities offer: FPDA-102-E (NQ) Non-Qualified o~
rate of return, v financial security i« FPDA-202-E (IRA} Traditional IRA "2' .-..D.n.»
":;_E oo E 3
follow three easy steps: ¥ long-term growth . | FRDA-202R-E (ROTH} Roth IRA E Visuwe
‘f’ future income E FPDA-2025E-E (SEP] SEP IRA ¥ :
@) Choose among the 2.50% |
; : f : ©  FPDA-202S1E  (SIMPLE) SIMPLE IRA " |
three sarias options /' great alternative to CD & '
v fixed guaranteed APY FPDA-402-E (TSA] TSA i
@ Select an annuity type \,/f funds grow tax-deferred CONTRIBUTIONS AND APY CREDITS: in order to be eligible for recelving interest for the month,
; contributions must be received of the PRCUA home office by the 15™ calendar day, Interest is credited
v
B DE‘pDSit min. SIJDD[} 4 no EI"II'II.J1'3|J I'I'IEI'I"IbDI'ShI[J o5 of the end of the last colendar doy of each month

or administrative fees!

wiww, PRCUA orgfannuities for

For more information, contact: (800) 772-8632

Rafat Ciothosz ext. 2634
New Business Coordinator
rafal-ciolkosz@prcua.org

(773) 782-2600

Mateusz Bomba ext, 2636
Fraternal Dept. Coordinator
mateusz-bomba@preua.org

(PRCUA)

cenefil

--'_1 PoLisH Roman CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA
I8 Life Insurance | Annuities | Member

PRCLIA ore ﬂ'ﬁ‘)

Robert Fattore ext. 2631
Sales Director
robert-fattore @ prcua.org

MEET AND GREET OFFICERS OF POLISH ROMAN
CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA

PRCUA OFFICERS TO
“MEET AND GREET” MEMBERS

IN NORTHEAST OHIO e P
What: Parent meeting with PRCUA Vice President
Who: Micheline Jaminski

The Executive Officers of the PRCUA have accepted the invitation of Where: Henryk Sienkiewicz Polish School
District #5 Director Mitchell Bienia to travel to Cleveland, OH for a series of Redeemer Lutheran Church
“Meet and Greets” with the Polonia of Greater Cleveland, and especially the 6151 Smith Road, Brook Park, OH
PRCUA membership in northeast Ohio. When: Friday, September 13, 2019 at 6:30 p.m.

Vice President Micheline Jaminski will lead the entourage with a visit to
PRCUA’s Henryk Sienkiewicz Polish School on the evening of September 13, at October 27, 2019
6:30 p.m. where she will meet with the parents of the school children. Vice What: “Meet and Greet” at Mass, lunch, reception
President Jaminski will give a presentation about the PRCUA and the benefits Who: PRCUA Officers: President James Robaczewski,
of membership, as well as answering any questions parents may have. Vice President Micheline Jaminski,

Then on Sunday, October 27, all Executive Officers - President James Secretary-Treasurer Agnieszka Bastrzyk
Robaczewski, Vice President Micheline Jaminski and Secretary-Treasurer Where: St. Casimir Church and Social Hall
Agnieszka Bastrzyk - will be present at St. Casimir Church in Cleveland for a 8223 Sowinski Avenue, Cleveland, OH
series of events, starting with Holy Mass at 11:30 a.m. Following Mass there When: Sunday, October 27, 2019
will be a delicious luncheon, prepared by parishioners, after which there will be 11:30 a.m. Mass
an opportunity for PRCUA members to meet the new officers, elected just last 12:30 p.m. luncheon
August at the PRCUA 62nd Quadrennial Convention. 1:30 p.m. reception

In the evening on Sunday, President Robaczewski will remain in Cleveland
to be a special guest on Prime Time Polkas, a radio show hosted by Richie What: “Prime Time Polkas” radio program broadcast
Krzynowek, WHK radio, 1420 AM. Please tune into the show from 7:00 to 8:00 Who: Special guests James Robaczewski,
p-m. PRCUA National President,

All Polonia is invited to be present with the executive officers of PRCUA at and Mitchell Bienia, PRCUA National Director
any of these events. Mark your calendars now so you don’t forget. Where: Tune in to WHK radio, 1420 AM

Following is a chart detailing the schedule of the “Meet and Greet.” When: Sunday, October 27, 2019 at 7:00-8:00 p.m.
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GOLDEN MEMORIES

By Micheline Jaminski, PRCUA Vice President

The 50th Anniversary of the
International Festival of Polish Folk
Ensembles has evoked many nostalgic
sentiments of how times and people
have changed. Permit me to relate to
you my personal memories of how the
Rzeszow Festivals affected my life as
I celebrate 50 years as a Polish folk
dance instructor and choreographer
living outside of Poland.

My passion for Polish folk
dancing began at an early age. My
mother, French born of Polish
descent, loved to dance, her Polish
heritage deeply rooted in her
upbringing, came to Chicago when
she was 17. My father, born in Chicago, was raised in Poland after the death of his mother at
age 4. At 16, he was taken by the Nazis to work in a German labor camp. After the war, he
returned to Poland and shortly thereafter back to Chicago. My parents’ love story began in
the early 1950’s when they merged their respective family traditions, cuisine and musical
favorites — singing and dancing. Our family lineage emanates from Wielkopolska, Sieradz,
Podhale and Warszawa. My mother recalled dancing the national dances of Poland during her
youth whereas my father, the dances from the Podhale region — he has been credited with
being the first Podhalan in the United States to jump over the ciupaga — whether this is true or
not, it brought him great satisfaction.

So let’s fast forward. I loved to dance. Ballet and tap were fine, but Polish dancing had
a spirit and soul that were unique. I was signed up to a local Saturday school sponsored by a
Polonian organization at age 5. Such Polish Saturday schools were different in the late 1950°s
— not like the intensive Polish language schools and dance groups of now. We had one hour
of conversational Polish, one hour of dance and one hour of singing. Of course, my favorite
was dance, but the emphasis was on the Polish national dances and a stylized form of Podhale
dances. I did learn many songs — patriotic and folk, which further developed my first
language — Polish, and as my knowledge of Polish history increased, the songs had a deeper
meaning. As for the dance instructor I had, she had very good intentions but had limited
knowledge. Something was missing. There was limited information about Polish dances in
the English language — at least the one I did find introduced a few — very few regional dances.
As much as I did speak and read Polish, I didn’t have access to the Polish books about
regional dances — in fact, I didn’t know they existed. Eventually, I attended summer youth
(high school age) courses at Alliance College in Cambridge Springs, PA during which Polish
language, singing, drama and folk dancing were taught to high school students. I was so
enthralled with the folk culture that I returned after the first year with the desire to teach. I
selected six of the best couples from one of the Saturday children classes and my passion
intensified. Within a year, | was asked to teach in a neighboring city and although I didn’t
have a driver’s license, I had a second Polish folk dance group.

Now why do I bring this up at a time when we are celebrating 50 years of the Rzeszow
Festival? Because it was 50 years ago that I started my “career” as a Polish dance instructor.
It was a time of awakening and although it would be 8 more years before I learned of the
Rzeszow Festivals, Polish folk dancing and I were evolving. The dance instructors at the
youth course included the incomparable Jan Sejda, a former dancer with Mazowsze. He was
the founder, choreographer, ethnographer, musicologist, and even costume designer of the
Kujawiaki Dance Ensemble of Alliance College. I enrolled in Alliance College to be part of
the Kujawiaki and was introduced to such regions as Lublin, Lowicz, Gorny Slask, Cieszyn,
Beskid, Kurpie, Kujawy and many obrzedy 1 never knew of. True, I attended many
performances of the Mazowsze and Slask Professional State Ensembles, but now I was a part
of the folk culture of these regions and viewed this from a different perspective.

After graduating from college, my life would veer away from Polish folk dancing for
only a short time, but it was destiny that the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America would
come into my life and “rock my world” forever. In September of 1976, I began teaching the
Adult Culture Group of PRCUA the Polonaise and Krakowiak to perform at its annual
presentation Cinderella-Prince Charming Ball. By January of 1977, with the support of the
Adult Culture Group and PRCUA, I transformed the candidates from this Ball to become the
“Wesoty Lud” Polish Folk Dance Ensemble of PRCUA. Shortly thereafter, I learned of the
International Festival of Polish Folk Ensembles that was to be held in July of 1977 in
Rzeszow, Poland. PRCUA delegated the Polonez Ensemble from Chicago to attend the
festival. I was in awe that there was such a wonderful event happening in the world of Polish
folk dance and it had already occurred three times. In any event, I would not have been able
to attend as our daughter was born in May of 1977.

At this same time, the interest in Polish folk dancing was at an all-time high in the USA
and [ acquired several children’s groups. The PRCUA highlighted this interest in organizing
joint concerts by the dance groups and language schools under their patronage and hired me
as the artistic director and choreographer. The success of the first such event in 1978 led to
two more in 1985 and 1989. The future of Wesoly Lud would rest on the development of
these children’s groups and popularity of such events.

As luck would have it, many amazing Polish folk dance groups the world over attended
the Rzeszow Festival in 1977. One of the participants returned home with an idea which

vV SWIATOWY FESTIWAL
POLONIINYCH ZESPOLOW FOLKLORYSTYCZNYCH
RZESZOW 1980

Micheline Jaminski at the 1980 International Polish Folk
Dance Festival in Rzeszow

evolved into the North American Polish folk dance festivals patterned after the
Rzeszow Festivals. These one-week dance festivals would include dance
workshops conducted by professional Polish Choreographers with regional and
national dance specialties, taught to dancers from American and Canadian Polish
Folk Dance Ensembles culminating in a Gala Performance by all participants.
The first two of these were sponsored by the American Council of Polish
Cultural Clubs (ACPCC) in Detroit, Michigan in 1978 and 1979. I attended the
first alone, the second with Wesoty Lud. Next stop — Rzeszow, Poland — 1980!

Preparations for the 1980 Rzeszéw Festival began almost immediately after
our return from Detroit. Fundraisers were held for ten months to offset the costs
which were, by today’s standards, not extraordinary: air fare $500, festival $60
for two weeks, tour following festival $150; but for a middle class income, it was
still pricey. The budget was stretched with regard to costumes which were sewn
from photos as there were no patterns that we knew of. We banked on the
recollection of our counterparts and the material available at our local stores.
Authentic folk recordings of music was a difficult commodity and what we relied
on was scratchy and, at times, recordings were over stylized, but we persevered.
We came with what we had, did the best we could, and learned along the way
who we needed to know, what we needed to learn and where we needed to
acquire such knowledge. The Rzeszow Festival opened our eyes to the world of
authentic Polish folk dance culture — 1980 was only the beginning. Wesoty Lud
returned to Chicago with the experience of a lifetime, a beautiful suite of dances
and songs from Lowicz choreographed by Irena Kik and the award for “Youth
and Expression”. For many of the dancers it was the only opportunity to visit the
homeland of their forefathers and that was the greatest gift of all. I left for the
1980 Rzeszow Festival with a three year old, a three month old, 20 teenage
novices and unknown anticipation. I returned with a renewed spirit that I was no
longer misplaced in the country of my birth - too Polish for the Americans and
too American for the Polish and a group of more experienced, culturally savvy
group of young adults. I found lifelong friendships among the leaders of other
dance groups and especially the amazing Polish Choreographers — Ignacy
Wachowiak, Stawomir Mazurkiewicz, Zofia Marcinek, Jacek Marek, Leokadia
Magdziarz to name a few, who took me under their wing and shared with me
their knowledge and talents. Through the next 39 years, there were so many,
many more friendships made and it was this global mutual admiration
community brought together by the Rzeszéw Festivals that inspired all of us to
continue through the “peaks and valleys of life”.

The ACPCC continued hosting the weeklong Polish Folk Dance Festivals in
the USA through their affiliates in 1981 in Philadelphia and in 1982, with the
support of the PRCUA Women’s Department and Wesoly Lud, I brought the
Festival to Chicago. 350 participants from 20 North American Polish dance
ensembles together with 10 choreographers from Poland and theater coaches
celebrated the art of Polish folk dancing on the campus of Loyola University
with a gala concert at Auditorium Theater. Stawomir Mazurkiewicz was the
Artistic Director accompanied by such renowned Polish choreographers as
Janina Marcinek, Cecylia Roznowska, Antoni Korytek, Leokadia Magdziarz,
Jacek Marek and Jan Wtasniewski.

Wesoly Lud was ready for the next Rzeszow Festival. In 1983, our grouping
landed us in Lublin for the first week, returning us to Rzeszoéw for the main
events. It was in Rzeszoéw that leaders of Lowiczanie (San Francisco, CA),
Podhale (Montreal, CAN), Polish American Folk Dance Company (Brooklyn,
NY), Teatr Ludowy Wschodniej Galicji (Baltimore, MD), Wawel Folk Ensemble
(Detroit, MI), Wesoty Lud (Chicago, IL), and Wista (Detroit, MI) met to form
the Polish Folk Dance Association of the Americas to unite and support the
ensembles in the Americas providing resources, exposure and camaraderie. The
PFDAA became a not-for-profit organization and took on the task of organizing
the upcoming Rzeszoéw-type festivals on the North American continent during
the years when none was held in Poland: 1984 (Baltimore, MD); 1985 (San
Francisco, CA); 1987 (Boston, MA); 1988 (Twin Cities, MN); 1990 (Long
Island, NY); 1991 (Detroit, MI); 1992 (Montreal, CAN); 1994 (Regional
concerts in Chicago, San Francisco, New York); 1995 (San Francisco and
Oakland, CA); 1997 (Los Angeles, CA); 2000 (Milwaukee, WI); 2003 (New
York, NY); 2007 (Chicago, IL) attended by honorary guest, Rzeszéw Festival
Director Mariusz Grudzien; 2010 (Regina, CAN); 2013 (Minneapolis, MN) and
organized performing tours in Poland in 1999, 2005, and 2011. The PFDAA was
the unofficial North American branch of Stowarzyszenie “Wspolnota Polska”,
the sponsors of the International Festival of Polish Folk Ensembles and its
Rzeszow Division from 1986 to the present.

Wesoty Lud was prepared to attend the 1986 Rzeszoéw Festival with 16
couples holding passports, visas and plane tickets, but the Chernobyl disaster
quickly altered the ensemble’s plans. Heart-broken and saddened by this turn of
events, the group soon found that “when God closes a door, he opens a window.”
Nothing could prepare them for the next surprise from Rzeszoéw, or as I refer to
Richard Jaminski, the best import from the Podkarpacie region. Richard danced
in ZPiT Bandoska under the artistic direction of choreographer Bozena Nizanska,
one of the charter organizers of the Rzeszow Festival. Prior to coming to
Chicago, he participated in several Rzeszow Festivals. In Poland, he was a
choreographer of the youth group, “Rzeszéw” as well as a children’s group
“Poziomki”. At the invitation of another Chicago-based group, Richard Jaminski,
eventually found his way to the southwest side of the city and (Cont. on pg. 9)
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auditioned as a
dancer for
Wesoty Lud. His
amazing
performing talent
was matched
only by his
choreographic
skills and a
match made in
heaven has
enriched my life,
that of Wesoty
Lud and our
children’s groups
— the Southwest
Center of Polish
Song and Dance
(Chicago-Orland
Park, IL) and the
Polanie Dancers
of the John Paul II Polish School (Lemont, IL).

Together, Richard and I have travelled with Wesoty Lud to
the Rzeszow Festivals since 1993 up to this year. Including
those in 1980 and 1983, Wesoty Lud has attended 12 Rzeszow
Festivals. Although we have also been fortunate to represent
Poland at the 2010 Expo as well as the International Folk
Festivals in Shanghai (2010, 2012); Beijing (2012); Budapest
(2011); Prague (2014); Lvov (2008); Wilno (2005), and
countless other places of prominence throughout the United
States and Canada, our heart belongs to Rzeszow.

Of course, throughout all these years, Wesoly Lud
participated in local festivals, performed at community events,
banquets, weddings, family gatherings, etc., all promoting our
beautiful Polish folk culture, its sustaining contributor, the
Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, our Chicago and
neighboring suburban communities, and wherever we perform,
we credit the Rzeszow Festivals for keeping “the flame”
burning bright throughout the global Polonian community.

The popularity of the Rzeszéw Festivals which fueled the
ever-increasing interest in Polish Folk Dancing impacted
children’s Polish dance groups as well. I personally witnessed
this development from my early days as a dance instructor
throughout the 70s to today. Both Southwest Center of Polish
Song and Dance and the Polanie Dancers of St. John Paul 11
Polish School are just two of the many children’s groups to
benefit from the by-product of the Rzeszéw Festivals, the
International Festival of Polonian Children’s Ensembles in
Iwonicz Zdrd;j.

The Rzeszow Festival is the Polish Folk Dance World’s
Oympics — all participants aspiring to present gold-worthy
performances representing authenticity and their Polish pride
none of which would have been possible without the foresight
of its pioneers and all who followed their path. Many of these
individuals committed their time and talents for a number of
years — in recent years, Festival Director Mariusz Grudzien,
Artistic Director Janusz Chojecki, Lestaw Wais, Wiestawa
Czarnota, Piotr Kowalski, etc. Among many others, these are
the faces of the Rzeszow Festival.

My story has come full circle and although the narrative
comes to an end, my passion for Polish Folk Dancing and the
significance of the International Festival of Polish Folk
Ensembles on the Polish Dance World does not. If anything,
this golden celebration emphasizes the need and importance for
continued human interaction and just as our forefathers
celebrated life’s ups and downs through dance and song, we
also must continue to celebrate on the stage of our ethnic
heritage and always come home to RZESZOW!

“Some people come into our lives and quickly go. Some
people move our souls to dance. They awaken us to a new
understanding with the passing whisper of their wisdom. They
stay in our lives for a while, leave footprints on our hearts, and
we are never, ever the same.”

At the 50th anniversary of the Rzeszéw festival:
(I-p) PRCUA Vice President Micheline Jaminski,
Mayor of Rzeszow Tadeusz Ferenc, Member of the
Polish Parliament Joanna Fabisiak, and Wesoty
Lud Director/Choreographer Richard Jaminski

Flavia Weedn

CONGRATULATIONS AND CONTINUED SUCCESS
to the International Festival of Polish Folk Ensembles!

STO LAT
Rzeszowski Oddzial Stowarzyszenie “Wspolnota Polska™!

Dr. Timothy Rasinski and Lt. Col. Michael Rasinski
- Two Gifted PRCUA Members

Dr. Timothy Rasinski, member of the PRCUA Society # 977, has been awarded
the Outstanding Research and Scholarship Award from Kent State University. The
award is given to a faculty member at Kent State University each year, based on
his/her research and/or creative activities, by the Provost’s office after
recommendation from the University Research Council.

Dr. Rasinski has devoted his professional career to improving literacy education
and outcomes, especially for students who struggle in learning to read. His research
and scholarly efforts have focused primarily on improving instruction and learning in
the foundational areas of literacy — word decoding, vocabulary, and reading fluency -
areas that research suggests are critical impediments in achieving proficiency in
reading for many learners, and toward improving parental and family involvement in
literacy education. He is viewed as an internationally recognized scholar in the area
of reading fluency. He was the lead author of the fluency chapter in the most recent
Handbook of Reading Research (Volume IV) and his most recent book, The
Megabook of Fluency, was awarded the 2019 Teachers Choice Award for classroom application.

Dr. Rasinski has been involved in literacy education for over 40 years. After serving a 3 year stint in the
U.S. Armed Forces, Rasinski has been an elementary and middle school classroom and intervention teacher, a
literacy researcher, a journal and book editor, a college professor of teacher and reading education, a reading
clinic director, a writer of professional articles and books, a developer of instructional literacy curricula, and a
leader in professional literacy organizations.

Early in his career Tim was a finalist for the International Reading Association’s Outstanding Dissertation
Award. He was also awarded a Nila Banton Smith research grant for the study of Altruistic Reading Curricula.

Since his first publication in 1984 in The Ohio Reading Teacher, Tim has written over 250 professional
articles and chapters on literacy related topics and he has authored or edited over 100 books or book-length
curricular programs in literacy education (over two million copies sold). He has published in all of the major
literacy journals. His research was cited in the Report of the National Reading Panel to provide evidence of
reading fluency as a major contributor to reading proficiency. More recently, many of Rasinski’s articles are
co-written with teachers in the field and graduate students as he has worked to initiate and include budding
scholars in the world of scholarship and help bridge the gap from research to the actual practice of literacy
instruction. Tim is also a regular presenter at literacy-related conferences. He was a presenter at the annual
conference of the International Reading (Literacy) Association from 1984 to 2017. In addition to national and
international conferences, Rasinski has supported state and regional level literacy organizations and schools
through presentations and/or professional articles in every state (except Alaska), Canada, the Philippines,
Turkey, and the United Kingdom.

Over his many years of service to the field of literacy, Tim has been constantly involved in the work and
leadership of professional literacy organizations. He has served as president and board member of the
Association of Literacy Educators and Researchers and has also served on the Boards of Directors for the
International Literacy Association, the National Reading Conference, and the International Reading Hall of
Fame. He also served a 6 year term as editor of The Reading Teacher, a 6 year term as editor of Journal of
Literacy Research, and a 4 year term as editor of the Yearbook of the College Reading Association, all
considered major journals in the field of literacy education. Additionally, his service work has included work
as committee member and chair, Special Interest Group president and newsletter editor (Language Experience),
and editorial board member for numerous journals including Reading Research Quarterly and The Reading
Teacher (both for more than 15 years). Tim served as editor for the Parents and Reading section of The
Reading Teacher for 4 years.

Despite being past retirement age, Tim continues to teach, write, consult, and conduct research on literacy.
He holds the Rebecca Tolle and Burton W. Gorman Endowed Chair in Educational Leadership. He writes a
monthly blog for his over 3,000 twitter followers (@timrasinskil, www.timrasinski.com) where he presents
instructional ideas and actionable lessons for teachers to make word study and reading fluency effective and
engaging for all students. At Kent State, Rasinski has hosted literacy researchers and scholars from the United
Kingdom, China, Brazil, Australia, Saudi Arabia, and Turkey.

Through his wide-ranging and career-long efforts, Dr. Timothy Rasinski has striven throughout most of his
adult life, and continues to strive, to make literacy education more effective, more engaging, and more joyful

for all learners and their families, but in particular for those who find learning to read difficult.
* ok ok

Dr. Timothy Rasinski

Dr. Rasinski’s son, Lt Col. Michael Rasinski was recently given
command of the 58th Airlift Squadron at Altus Air Force Base in
Oklahoma. Mike has been a member of PRCUA Soc. #977 for over 30
years and his T re
2 sons,
Carter and
Alex, are
a 1 s o
members.
Mike is an
Air Force
pilot  who
flies the C-17
aircraft. He
has served in
the US Air
Force for the
past 19 years.

- 5
Michael Rasinski with wife and sons
at his promotion to Lt. Colonel
ceremony in July of 2016

Michael Rasinski receiving command of 5th Airlift Squadron

PRCUA congratulates Timothy and Michael Rasinski on their accomplisments and wishes them many future
successes. Thank you for your long-time membership of the PRCUA.
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ONE OF ELEVEN

Zajaczek Dance Ensemble was one of eleven
PRCUA-sponsored dance groups who performed
at the 49th Annual Polish-American Night at
Comerica Park in Detroit, MI on Friday, May 17,
2019. A total of 350 dancers showcased their
Polish dancing skills to a menu of traditional songs which included the
following: the Polonez, the Hello Everybody Polka, the Krakowiak, and the
Oberek. Many dignitaries from local Polish organizations were present, and
were introduced by the emcee
of the evening, Christopher
Ozog. When the dancing was
finished, there were eleven
scholarships awarded to
graduating high school
seniors by the Polish
American Night Scholarship
Supporter, Ray Okonski. Of
these eleven scholarship
recipients, two were 2019
graduates of Zajaczek Dance
Ensemble, Lillian Kozak and

I!I'_"' - Joseph Smigiel.. Both
" graduates have been dancing for 14

a years. Lillian is a graduate of Regina

High School and will attend Grand
Valley State University in the Fall, and
Joey is a graduate of De La Salle
Collegiate High School and will attend
Oakland University in the fall.
A ccolades were then given to the Detroit
Tiger's Organization and many others
for their support in helping to host this
wonderful night
of celebrating our
Polish heritage.
The pre-game
activities finished
with the singing
of the Polish
national anthem
as well as the
A merican
national anthem by Robert
Szczublewski and Ania
Toboy. Thomas Schemanski,
Polish National Alliance
Commissioner for District X,
threw out the ceremonial first
pitch of the game. Blessings
until next year when we
celebrate our 50th Annual
Polish-American Night at
Comerica Park.
Submitted by: Karrie Westphal
Secretary, Zajgczek Dance Ensemble
Photos by: Zajgczek Dance Enemble parents

Zajaczek students and families

Zajaczek Dance Ensemble with Tricia Dennis, one of our group choreographers (1),
and PRCUA District #10 Director Colleen Bonkowski (r)

Polish-American Night...
Jimmy John's Style

On Thursday, June 27, 2019, Zajaczek
Dance Ensemble, along with other PRCUA
dance groups, participated in pre-game
festivities for the Annual Polish-American
Heritage Night presented by the Polish- Amencan Federal Cred1t Umon at
Jimmy John's Field in Utica, MI. Big Daddy Lackowski performed on the
Michigan Schools and Government Credit Union Sound Stage in right field
before the start of the game between the Westside Woolly Mammoths and the
Utica Unicorns. The heat was intense and so was the Polish pride!! Thank you
Zajaczek Dancers for promoting our Polish heritage and continuing to be our
shining Polish stars! Your time, effort, and smiles are priceless!!!

Submitted by: Karrie Westphal
Secretary, Zajaczek Dance Ensemble

Invitation to Teen Members to Attend
Cinderella-Prince Charming Ball Orientation

Chicago, IL - The Adult Cultural Group invites high school age PRCUA
members from Districts 6, 7, 8, and 9 and their parents to a luncheon and
informational meeting for candidates who want to participate in this year’s
"Cinderella - Prince Charming Ball.” The orientation is on Sunday, September 22,
2019, at 12:00 p.m. at the Camelot Banquets, 8624 W. 95th St., Hickory Hills, IL.

The Adult Cultural Group, which sponsors the ball, will cover the cost of the
luncheon. Those interested in participating are asked to make reservations by
September 18. Reservations can be made by calling Gabriela Zuk at 708-989-
2408, or Danuta Stypula at 708- 257-9019.

Rehearsals for the ball will begin on Monday, October 7. Rehearsals will be held
every Monday until the ball at St. Joseph School, 5641 S. 73rd Ave., Summit, IL
from 7:00 to 9:30 pm. The ball will be held on Saturday, November 16, 2019.

All high school students, who are PRCUA members in Districts
6, 7, 8 and 9 (Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana) are invited to participate
in the Cinderella - Prince Charming Ball. Payment of the
registration fee is required when submitting the
application form at the luncheon. Scholarships will
be awarded to the chosen "Cinderella" and
"Prince Charming" winners, the runners-up, and
to all participants to help defray the costs
involved in participating in the ball.
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Halka Happenings — Summer Edition

Since their successful 50th Anniversary recital in April, the PRCUA Halka Dancers of
Detroit, Michigan have not stopped their momentum to support many PRCUA and community
events. They also have some exciting awards to shout out and smile about.

Here is a list of the 2019 Halka summer happenings:

— 2015 Halka Graduate Danielle Krass was awarded the title of 2019 Polish Heritage
Queen of the American Polish Century Club

— Attended PRCUA Join Hands Day for spring clean-up at St. Albertus Parish, Detroit

— Performed in the pre-game festivities of the 49th Polish American Night for the Detroit
Tigers, Comerica Park

— Entertained and gave polka lessons at the International Night at Lewis Marie
Elementary School, Grosse Pointe, MI

— Supported PRCUA Youth Bowling Day hosted by St. John Paul Society #1593

— 2019 Halka Graduate Zachary Palencik was awarded the Polish American Night
Scholarship sponsored by PRCUA Society #1593

— Represented Polonia at Our Lady Queen of Heaven-Good Shepherd Parish for the
Detroit Mass Mob

— Provided a traditional Polish performance for the International Children’s Festival,
Troy, MI

—Danced during halftime at Detroit City Football Club Polish Heritage Night

— Performed for pre-game Polish Night festivities at Jimmy John's Field

— Performed at Polish Festival of the American Polish Century Club

The Halka Dancers are looking forward to their next performance at the Sweetest Heart of
Mary Pierogi Festival Saturday, August 10 and invite you to come and see them dance at 5:15
p-m. in the band tent. On Saturday, September 7, 2019, the Halka Dancers will begin their 51st
school year at Our Lady Queen of Heaven-Good Shepherd Parish in Detroit. For information
about our wonderful group, contact Director Laura Hejza at lhejza@comcast.net or call 586-291-
4486.

Ice Cream Social

4

Halka gives a dance lesson at Lewis Marie Elementary International

RROUY ;
Popisy OF ouyg

Halka at Detroit City Football Club Polis
Night game

Zachary Palencik receiving the
Polish American Night
Scholarship from Chris Ozog

- \

International Children's Festival, Troy Mi

Detroit Tigers Polish American Night, Comerica Park
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GWIAZDA DANCE ENSEMBLE NEWS

Detroit City FC Celebrates Polish Heritage

Members of the Polish Scouting Organization with the Mayor of
Hamtramck Dr. Karen Majewski and the Honorary Consul of the
Republic of Poland in Detroit, Richard Walawender

AF s MR B, LLV ) NN §

Polish Heritage Night Dignitaries (I to r) - Sean Mann, CEO
and co-owner DCFC; Hamtramck Mayor, Dr. Karen Majewski;
Honorary Consul of the Republic of Poland in Detroit,
Richard Walawender; PRCUA National Director District 10,
Colleen Bonkowski (photo courtesy of Michael Kitchen)

As a part of the city of
Hamtramck, Detroit City
FC (“DCFC”) continually
looks for ways to engage
and involve the
community in which it
makes its home. One of
these engagements was
through the establishment
of a Polish Heritage
Night. DCFC celebrated
its first Polish Heritage
Night in 2017.

On June 7, DCFC
(along with a crowd of
6,910 people) celebrated
its third Polish Heritage
Night during its match
against FC Indiana at
Keyworth Stadium in
Hamtramck, MI. The
match featured pre-game
Polka and Polish Disco
Polo music played
through the stadium’s
speakers. Shortly before
the match’s
commencement, a color
guard of members of the
Polish Scouting
Organization (ZHP) made
its way onto the pitch,
displaying the Polish flag
and standing at attention

-

while the Polish
national anthem
played. Joining
the members of
the ZHP on the
pitch  for a
ceremonial pre-
match ball hand
off were the
mayor of
Hamtramck, Dr.
Karen Majewski,

.

the Honorary
Consul for the
Republic of
Poland in
Detroit, Mr.
Richard
Walawender,
P R CU A
National
Director of
District #10
Colleen
Bonkowski, and
DCFC’s CEO
and Co-Owner
Sean Mann.

The event
featured an
informational
table staffed by
board members
of the American
Polish Sports
Hall of Fame and
a half-time
performance by
the PRCUA

PRCUA Halka Dancers
(photo courtesy of Michael Kitchen)

Gwiazda
Dancers from

Hamtramck, ;‘li’.,
the PRCUA [f88#
Halka Dancers {
from Detroit,
the PRCUA
Polskie Maki
Dancers from
Warren, and
the PRCUA
Zajaczek
Dancers from
Sterling
Heights. For

their  joint PRCUA Zajaczek Dancers perform during half time
performances, (photo courtesy of Michael Kitchen)
the PRCUA

groups presented a polka and an oberek. Ever respectful, members of DCFC’s
Northern Guard Supporters group did not leave the stands during half time until the
dance performances ended.

In addition to celebrating Polish Heritage, DCFC also celebrated a 5-0 victory
against FC Indiana; its fourth win and fourth shutout in as many matches.

“DCFC is proud to host Polish Heritage Night at Keyworth Stadium. Fans
enjoyed the dance groups, local and national organizations, and dignitaries from the
community. We are excited to promote a welcoming community atmosphere and look
forward to growing this tradition for years to come,” said Phil Lucas, DCFC
Community Liaison.

About DCFC

Founded in 2012, DCFC began playing matches at Keyworth Stadium in
Hamtramck, MI in 2016, having outgrown their previous playing space at Cass Tech in
Detroit. DCFC was the 2017 National Premier Soccer League Midwest Regional
Champion. They have a fan base and group of supporters that are vocal and
passionate. DCFC matches draw an attendance upwards of 4,000 people per match
and are live streamed on Fox Sports Detroit. In the second half of the 2019 season,
DCFC will officially “go pro.” DCFC offers a sporting experience unlike anything

else. Additional information about DCFC can be found at: www.detcityfc.com.
Submitted by: Nicholas J. Nowakowski

Gwiazda Dancers Late June and Early July Happenings

Summer days might get hazy, but they haven’t been lazy for the PRCUA Gwiazda
Dancers. Like many Michiganders, the PRCUA Gwiazda Dancers headed “up north”
toward the end of June to attend Polka Fest in Cedar, Michigan.

Located 260 miles north of Detroit, Cedar, MI has hosted its annual Polka Fest
for the past 38 years. The 2019 edition of Polka Fest was held from June 20-23.
Members of the Gwiazda Dancers headed up to participate in the weekend’s polka
festivities.

Gwiazda camped at Polish Heritage Farms in Cedar, MI (Polish Heritage Farms
on Facebook). | w
Camping had all the -
trappings of an
outdoor adventure: an
ognisko (campfire),
outdoor cooking, and

swimming.
Run by Gwiazda
alumna  Kathleen

Bittner and  her
husband Tom Koch,
Polish Heritage Farms
is located on 14 acres
and is committed to
(Cont. on pg. 13)

Gwiazda dancers with National Parks' Service Rangers in Cedar, Ml
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GWIAZDA  DANCE Director Jordan Dykla Appointed Coach of

ENSEMBLE NEWS

providing quality, sustainable,
organic meats and produce. In
addition to Polish Heritage
Farms, Ms. Bittner runs the
Cedar location of the Polish
Art Center
(www.polishartcenter.com).
Ms. Bittner’s parents are
Raymond and Joan Bittner,
long-time proprietors of the
Polish Art Center in
Hamtramck, MI.

At the Polka Fest,
Gwiazda participated in the
parade through downtown
Cedar. They also presented
their polka, oberek, and the
Krakowiak under the polka
tent. The performances were
well received by the crowds.

After a weekend of
experiencing “pure Michigan,”
members of Gwiazda returned
home with maybe a touch of
sunburn and fond summer
memories of their time with
the ensemble.

On June 25, songwriter
Danielle Carlomusto visited
the ensemble at its practice in
Hamtramck, MI. Ms.
Carlomusto is a songwriter and
has a children’s program
which appears on Detroit

Gwiazda Dancers at WXYZ Channel7 with choreographer
Basia Nowakowski (center)

Public Television. She’s
written a song called the
“Pierogi Polka,” and asked for
the PRCUA Gwiazda Dancers
to appear in the video. It’s
anticipated that the video will
air on Detroit Public television
this fall.

On June 27, the Gwiazda
Dancers performed in Utica,
MI (along with several other
metro-Detroit area PRCUA
dance groups) at Jimmy John’s
Field as part of their yearly :
Polish Heritage Night. The  Gyjazda Dancers at WXYZ Channel 7 with Maggie Srodek

dancers performed the (left), Channel 7's Anu Prakash (center), and National Director
Krakowiak, a polka, and an Colleen Bonkowski (right)

oberek as part of the pre-game
festivities. As an added
bonus, we got to watch
Rodney Srodek from Srodek’s
Campau Quality Meats throw
out the opening pitch.

On June 28, the Gwiazda
Dancers volunteered time with
Gleaners Community Food
Bank in Detroit, Michigan.
Gwiazda had a food drive as
part of their 2019 recital.
Srodek’s Campau Quality
Meats also made a generous
donation. In total, 518 pounds of food were donated.

On July 11, the PRCUA Gwiazda Dancers performed a polka during a segment on
the morning program on WXYZ Channel 7 in Detroit. Gwiazda appeared along with
Maggie Srodek from Srodek’s Campau Quality Meats along with PRCUA District 10
Director, Colleen Bonkowski. Ms. Srodek and Ms. Bonkowski were on the program to
talk about the American Polish Century Club’s annual Polish Festival in Sterling
Heights, MI, which was held from July 12-14, 2019.

With summer in full swing, Gwiazda has several performances and appearances
scheduled. You can check us out Facebook or follow us on Twitter:
@PRCUA_Gwiazda.

Submitted by: Nicholas J. Nowakowski,
PRCUA Gwiazda Dancers Secretary & 1997 Alumnus

Polish National Lacrosse Team

District #3 National PRCUA
Director Jordan Dykla has been
appointed the coach the Polish
National Lacrosse Team. This
summer he traveled to Europe,
where the Polish team
participated in the 2019 Men's U20
Lacrosse European
Championship, and won the
bronze medal at the National
Team Challenge in Prague, Czech
Republic.

Mr. Dykla played collegiately
at the Milwaukee School of
Engineering and pro-am box
lacrosse for the Milwaukee
Marauders and Pittsburgh
Octane. He also served as an
assistant coach and offensive coordinator at Pittsburgh Central Catholic
High School in 2015-16 and as head coach at Brookfield High School (WI)
from 2012-2014. He has been very active in youth programs and served as
the president, coach and recruiter of the Pittsburgh Lacrosse Club. He also
won a Wisconsin High School Hockey State Championship as an assistant
coach.

Lacrosse is one of the fastest growing sports in the United States and is
also growing very quickly worldwide. 29 teams participated at the 2010
Men’s World Championship; in 2019 there are 62 member nations of World
Lacrosse. The Poland Lacrosse Foundation was established in 2016 with the
goal of using lacrosse as a really fun excuse to bring together Polonia in
North America and local players in Poland. An added benefit of this activity
is facilitating the growth of lacrosse in Poland through donations, equipment
drives and knowledge sharing.

Some of the most accomplished players and coaches to ever step foot on
a lacrosse field have Polish heritage. Poland’s Lacrosse Foundation doesn’t
just engage these top players and coaches, it aims to engage everyone with
Polish heritage. There are players from traditional hotbeds in Maryland,
Philadelphia, New Jersey, Long Island, New England and Central and
Upstate New York, as well as players from rapidly growing areas like
Florida, Colorado, Arizona, the Pacific NW and everywhere in between. The
foundation has also expanded into Canada, where lacrosse is the national
summer sport.

The inaugural men’s heritage event was the Heritage Cup in May of 2018
with about 25 players. In 2018, two additional events were played. In 2019,
there are 6 events, including two-weeks integrating with the National Teams
in Poland and an international U19 tournament in Ontario. Through these
events, the foundation has been able to expand its network to well over 100
players and coaches, provide needed financial support, and gather
equipment donations to help grow youth development in Poland. With
some additional volunteers, they want to expand the heritage teams to
include women and both boys and girls programs.

Jordan Dykla is one the players from a non-traditional area (Milwaukee,
WI). He was part of the inaugural Heritage Team in May 2018. At that
event, he volunteered to assist the Poland Men’s National Team at the 2018
World Championship in Netanya, Israel. Jordan was an enthusiastic
addition to the group and was recently asked to join the coaching staff for
the 2020 European Championship, hosted in Wroctaw, Poland. Jordan’s
enthusiasm for lacrosse is infectious and well received by the native players.
Jordan is also the head coach at LaRoche College and Pittsburg Central
Catholic High School in Pittsburg, PA.

Director Jordan Dykla (r) with his grandfather,
PRCUA President Emeritus Edward G. Dykla
at the PRCUA Home Office

PRCUA Congratulates Mr. Jordan Dykla!
We wish you many years of success in your coaching career!
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DEARLY DEPARTED

PRCUA BROTHERS AND SISTERS

Member Society State Member Society State
Amoroso, Patricia 322 VA Polskoy, Denise 1413 Ml
Baginski, Esther 1118 Ml Ptak, Lorraine 593 IL
Balcerak, Evelyn 1579 IL Radish, Frank 2319 PA
Barlock, Louis E. 186 IL Regan, Patricia A. 291 NY
Cieniewski, Lawrence W. 1617 OH Rewolinski, Helen J. 2308 WI
Eustachewich, Loretta 572 NJ Rojek, Lorrain G. 1118 MI
Frantsits, Joseph H. 540 NY Romanowicz, Burton J. 240 PA
Golab, Stanislaw 2159 OH Russell, Leona Mary 1486 IL
Golda, Bronislawa Rosalia 572 NJ Rytel, Mildred 1034 IN
Henderson, Joan M. 162 IL Schefke, Jacqueline L. 1593 Ml
Kadzielski, Lucia 1591 Ml Shipman, Chancelor 2206 OH
Konecki, Henry F. 540 NY Soja, Helena 359 MA
Kowalczyk, Phyllis 122 IL Sossong, Florence T. 237 PA
Kuzma, Gregory J. 549 MA Staron, John P. 2002 PA
Kuzmanko, Dorothy M. 237 PA Stovarsky, Mary Ann 709 OH
Leschak, Michael R. 2001 PA Swiech, Walter 540 NY
Maciag, Henry 597 CT Tchon, Virginia 1000 IL
Maciolek, Keith R. 2308 WI Tomshack, Stella 934 PA
Maloclocki, Marian 509 IL Vetz, Eugene J. 539 MO
Mcfarland, Mary B. 1000 IL Wadas, Walter 1034 IN
Mlinarcik, Anne M. 290 IL Wesolowski, Frank 1617 OH
Mryncza, Robert 527 MD Wozniak, Florence T. 540 IL

May they rest in eternal peace

Calling A Artiste!

Looking for artists to create original works for the first ever PRCUA Arts Exhibition and

Contest! Pieces will be displayed at the 2019 Volleyball Tournament and music
submissions will be presented at the tournament banquet. Please contact National
Director and Exhibition Sponsor Courtney Ozog, courtney-ozog@prcua.org, for
additional information.

PRCUA Arts Exhibition Submission Form
Biography

Name:

Age: Grade:
Address:

Phone: E-mail:

Society:

School:

Graduated? Yes No  Which year?

Art Submission

Artists must create an original piece inspired by a Polish artist of the same field, living or
deceased. Mediums may include paint, clay, textiles, or music composition.

Type (circle one) Visual Art — Medium

Music

Title:

Artist inspired by:

Artist’s piece:

Please write about your submission (use a separate sheet if not enough space):

Please attach three (3) photos, including one (1) whole view, for visual arts submissions. For music composition
submissions, e-mail the file or youtube link to courtney-ozog@prcua.org. (Please contact for address if mailing a

CD.) Submissions are due no later than October 1, 2019 by PRCUA members, any age, who are in good standing.

Submissions will be judged and awarded for each category.
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Mary, Queen of All

The month of August has three major feasts of
the Blessed Virgin Mary for us to celebrate. They
are the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary on
August 15th, the Queenship of Mary on August
22nd and Our Lady of Czestochowa on August

By Rev. Canon

26th. Each year, these feasts give us the

. . Walter J. Ptak
opportunity to reflect on the role Mary played in .~ Chaplain
the history of salvation and to renew our efforts to PRCUA

follow her as she leads us to her Divine Son.

Two of the three feasts of Our Lady are well known - the Feast of the
Assumption and the Feast of Our Lady of Czestochowa. The latter feast
day of course, is well known to all of us of Polish descent. The third, the
Queenship of the Blessed Virgin Mary is both new and relatively unknown
to many Catholics. Below is some historical information about this feast
which we will celebrate later this month.

On the 11th of October 1954, Pope Pius XII instituted this feast to be
celebrated and placed on the liturgical calendar throughout the world on
May 31st. He decreed that on this day, the world should renew its
consecration to Mary, Our Queen. He further stated that “the purpose of
the feast is that all may recognize more clearly and venerate more devoutly
the merciful and motherly sovereignty of her who bore God in her womb”
(Ven. Pius XII, Ad Coeli Reginam). After the Second Vatican Council, the
feast was moved to the Octave Day of the Feast of the Assumption, August
22nd.

Mary indeed is our Mother and Queen of Heaven and Earth. The fifth
and final glorious mystery invites us to meditate on this beautiful mystery
in the life of Mary and the Church. Mary always points the way to her
Divine Son. Many of the icons of Mary holding Jesus show her with her
hand pointing toward Jesus. Her role as Mother and Queen is to place us
back on the road that leads to salvation when we stumble and fall. She is
our intercessor and model of perfect discipleship.

The Feast of the Queenship of Mary invites us to personally enthrone
her in our homes and in our hearts. In days gone by, every home had an
image of the Blessed Virgin Mary prominently displayed in the main room
of the house. Does your home have an image of Our Lady visible for all to
see?

As the Church has already done, so too, we should do. Mary is never
distant from us but rather always ready to help, guide and protect us as we
struggle to remain close to her Son. Our consecration to her yearly on this,
her feast is a beautiful way to show our love for her, the Mother of the
word made flesh, Jesus Christ.

In preparing this column about the Feast of the Queenship of Mary, I
came across this beautiful prayer to Mary and I pray you will use this
prayer as your own personal consecration to Our Lady as this feast draws
near:

O Mary, Immaculate Queen, look down upon this distressed and suffering
world. Thou knowest our misery and our weakness. O Thou who art our Mother,
saving us in the hour of peril, have compassion on us in these days of great and
heavy trial.

Jesus has confided to thee the treasure of His Grace, and through Thee He wills
to grant us pardon and mercy. In these hours of anguish, therefore, thy children
come to Thee as their hope.

We recognize thy Queenship and ardently desire thy triumph. We need a
Mother and a Mother’s Heart. Thou art for us the luminous dawn which
dissipates our darkness and points out the way to life. In thy clemency obtain for
us the courage and confidence of which we have such need.

Most Holy and Adorable Trinity, Thou who didst crown with glory in Heaven
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of the Savior, grant that all her children on earth
may acknowledge her as their Sovereign Queen, that all hearts, homes and nations
may recognize her rights as Mother and as Queen, Amen.

O Mary Immaculate Queen,
Triumph and Reign in Our Hearts!

I hope my explanation of this beautiful feast of our Lady and her
Queenship will help foster a deeper devotion to her, ‘our life, our
sweetness and our hope’ in your own life.

If you would like to share your thoughts with me on this or any other
topic, please feel free to do so at wjmptak@gmail.com. I would enjoy
hearing from you!
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POLISH PRESIDENT ANDRZEJ DUDA PRESENTS BISHOP EMERITUS
JOHN W. YANTA WITH THE COMMANDER'S CROSS OF THE
ORDER OF MERIT OF THE REPUBLIC OF POLAND

It was an event of a lifetime! At a formal
President Duda reception at Our Lady of
Czestochowa parish in Houston, Texas, on June
13, 2019, President Andrzej Duda and First Lady
Agata Kornhauser-Duda visited with Texas
Polonia and personally honored the Most
Reverend Bishop Emeritus John W. Yanta with
the Commander’s Cross of the Order of Merit of
the Republic of Poland. The decoration is
awarded to non-citizens and Poles living abroad
for distinguished contributions to international
cooperation and was presented in recognition of
the Bishop’s many initiatives in the Polish
community, most notably his vision and leadership in
founding the Polish Heritage Center at Panna Maria.
Panna Maria was the site of the first and oldest permanent
Polish settlement in the U.S., dating back to 1854. In
addition, the Heritage Center was one of nine Texas
Polonia organizations individually honored with the
presentation of a Polish flag by President Duda.

Bishop Yanta thanked President Duda and the
\ First Lady, stating,”“You honor us with your presence —
President Duda's presentation to Bishop Yanta ~welcome to America and to Texas and its Polonia. 1
humbly accept this prestigious award in the name of all the Polish people living today in Texas,
throughout the USA, and in Poland. God’s divine providence has inspired us to build the Polish
Heritage Center. The Center is nearing completion and it honors the memory of our ancestors and their
strong values of faith, family and community.”

The reception was cohosted by Robert Rusiecki, Consul General of the Consulate General of the
Republic of Poland in Houston, and Fr. Waldemar Matusiak, pastor of Our Lady of Czestochowa, also
in Houston. Many high ranking Polish government officials were in attendance, along with over 300
representatives from Texas Polish communities, churches, and organizations. President Duda
congratulated Texas Polonia for steadfastly promoting Polish culture, honoring many who have made a
considerable impact in preserving their Polish heritage.

This was the first visit by a sitting Polish president to Texas. President Duda’s other objectives
were to meet with Texas energy leaders to discuss energy security in central Europe and to establish
research collaborations with MD Anderson Cancer Center in Houston. Poland received its first
shipment of Texas LNG from Sabine Pass in June of 2017, and shipments of LNG have continued.
Referring to the current situation of Poles and Poland, Duda described the recent 30 years as a special
time "during which an independent and truly sovereign Poland has been built." He also emphasized
that Poland was the fastest-developing country in Europe. Poland was recently named the 4th fastest
developing country in the world.

Bishop Yanta is the great-grandson of Polish immigrants who were part of the founding of Panna
Maria. His roots were nourished on a farm by faith-filled parents and grandparents, who instilled in
him a deep love for his Polish and Catholic heritage. The bishop’s long career as a priest and bishop
reflect his commitment to community affairs, marriage, family, and life. Highlights of his leadership
include pastorates at Sacred Heart and St. James in San Antonio and numerous archdiocesan
assignments. He was founder and executive director
of the San Antonio Neighborhood Youth
Organization, Today’s Catholic newspaper, Catholic
Television of San Antonio, the Polish American
Priests Association, the Texas division of the Polish
American Congress, and the Polish American Council
of Texas, among others. Yanta was the first Texan of
Polish descent to become a Bishop.

The Polish Heritage Center, a $14 million facility
currently being completed, will tell the stories of the
Polish immigrations and settlements in Texas
beginning in Panna Maria and spreading to numerous
other communities. This high tech state-of-the-art
16,500 sq.ft. center, with an estimated opening date in
early 2020, will be a unique destination for families,
educational groups, scholars, researchers, and history
buffs. The Center is
intended for the benefit and
enjoyment of all of
American Polonia, all
10,000,000 strong, and our
brethren in Poland. It will
be a vibrant location for
lectures, workshops, classes,
movies, and special events.

Submitted by; John
Cebrowski, VP-Director of
Development

President Duda presenting John Cebrowski a Polish
flag for the Polish Heritage Center

Completed exterior of the Polish Heritage Center at Panna Maria, TX

Polish American Club Marks
100th Year

Wheeling, WV - One hundred
years ago today, the Polish
American Political Club - now the
Polish American Patriot Club -
opened its doors in South
Wheeling to promote the general
well-being of Polish immigrants
who came to the Ohio Valley to
work.

The club, one of many ethnic-
based organizations  still
remaining in the Ohio Valley, also
helps these new immigrants to
assimilate into American life.

At its founding, the Polish
American Patriot Club served as a
mecca for male Polish immigrants
who learned the ways of
American life and became proud
United States citizens.

Family after family of Polish
descent settled in South Wheeling,
where the PAP Club served an
important role in their lives.
Along with the social club, local marking the100-year anniversary
Polish families embraced their of the club
Catholic faith and raised their families at the now-closed St.
Ladislaus Parish and brought their skills to the booming
construction trades of years past.

The all-male club grew with the city’s population and
eventually welcomed women into its halls. Today, the club has
nearly 500 members, with more than 100 females. Monthly
meetings are held and bylaws remain intact.

In its heyday, the PAP sponsored sports teams from
bowling to mush ball, the latter that included the local priest as
pitcher.

Ed Gorczyca, a product of a large South Wheeling Polish
family, considers himself the longest-serving PAP member
alive today. Pointing to one of the many historic photographs
hanging in the PAP Club, he says, “That’s me. I was the bat
boy for the team in 1946. I was 9 years old.”

Also among those photographs is a large picture of
President John F. Kennedy. As a Catholic candidate for
president, Kennedy made a stop at the PAP Club where an
overwhelming number of members were of the same faith.

“At one time, there were 11 bars or clubs down here
between 43rd and 48th Streets. And everyone supported their
sports teams. It was a good time,” Gorczyca said. “When
people started moving away because the jobs were gone, we
opened our doors to others.”

He said today there are fewer than 10 Polish families in the
neighborhood. When asked what qualifications are needed to
join the club, he said, “You just have to be good people.”

The PAP, while a social haven, also takes pride in offering a
college scholarship fund that continues today.

The interior of the club has been spruced up with new
flooring and a refurbished kitchen. The bar and adjoining
dance floor host a variety of events from dancing to fish frys.

By Heather Ziegler, Life Editor
Reprinted with the permission of The Intelligencer. Wheeling
News-Register

Mary Jo Guidi, a representative
from the office of U.S. Sen. Joe
Manchin, D-W.Va., presents
Polish American Patriot Club
President Ed Gorczyca a framed
proclamation from the senator,

Ed Gorczyca has been a member of the PRCUA Soc. #213 since
1960.

2019 PRCUA SPORTS TOURNAMENTS

Softball Tournament - August 16-17, 2019 - Warren, MI

Opole Dance School - (Jen Vernon, Dean Kujawski)

Volleyball Tournament - November 8-9, 2019 - Romulus, M|
Father Al's Society #1493 - (Courtney Ozog)
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12 CHICAGO, IL - KWARTALNE ZEBRANIE DYSTRYKTU #7 ZPRKA, 12 sierpnia o
godzinie 19:00 w swietlicy ZPRKA, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL. Dodatkowe informacje: 773-
782-2636, prcuadistrict? @gmail.com.

16-17 WARREN, MI - 65. KRAJOWY TURNIE] PILKI SOFTBALL, piatek i sobota, 16-17
sierpnia na boisku Halmich Park, 3001 13 Mile Rd., Warren, MIl. Gospodarzem turnieju jest zespot
Opole Dancers. Szczegoty ponizej.

19 ORLAND PARK, IL - KWARTALNE ZEBRANIE DYSTRYKTU #8 ZPRKA,
poniedziatek, |9 sierpnia o godz. 19:00, w sali przy parafii Our Lady of the Woods, 10731 W. I3lst. St,
Orland Park, IL.

23 DETROIT, Ml - PIERWSZA DOROCZNA NOC POLSKIEGO DZIEDZICTWA Z
DETROIT LIONS NA STADIONIE FORD FIELD, 23 sierpnia, Ford Field, 2000 Brush St, Detroit,
MI. Mecz rozegraja druzyny Buffalo Bills i Detroit Lions, poczatek o godz. 20:00. Wydarzenie
koordynowane przez Soc. #1593. Tancerze zespotu Opole wystapia przed wejsciem do Ford Field przed
meczem. Informacje o biletach: Nicole Madigan, tel.: 313-262-2451 albo nicole.madigan@lions.nfl.net lub
Wally Ozog: wozog@wowway.com.

25 SOUTH ROCKWOOD, MI - SOC. # 162 MEMORIAL GOLFOWY - ZBIORKA

FUNDUSZY NA STYPENDIA IM. EDWARDA BZURY, niedziela, 25 sierpnia, Westburn Golf
Course., 5617 S. Huron River Dr., South Rockwood, MI.

WRZESIEN

2 SWIETO LABOR DAY - Biuro ZPRKA bedzie nieczynne

7 CARLETON, MI - MIESZANE ROZGRYWKI GOLFOWE TOW. #718 (Mixed Golf
Outing), sobota, 7 wrzesnia, o godz. 9:00, Thorne Hills Golf Course, 12915 Sumpter Rd., Carleton, MI.
Liczba graczy ograniczona do pierwszych 150 zgtoszen. Koszt uczestnictwa: golfisci - $50, osoby
towarzyszace - $15. Cena obejmuje udziat w rozgrywkach, woézki golfowe, obiad, kolacje i zimne napoje.
Dodatkowe informacje i zgtoszenia: Dan Gdowski, tel. (734) 497-2681 lub (734) 654-2734.

8 ARLINGTON HTS,, IL - DOROCZNE DERBY WEDKARSKIE ZPRKA - w niedzielg,
8 wrzesnia, od 10 rano do 2 po pot. Busse Lake, Beisner Fishing Wall, Arlington Hts., IL. Otwarte dla
wszystkich cztonkéw ZPRKA i oséb nie bedacych cztonkami. Bezptatnie zimne napoje i przekaski.
Nagrody za najwigcej ryb ztowionych w kazdej grupie wiekowej. Dzieci w wieku |-15 lat i osoby w
wieku powyzej 65 lat nie potrzebuja licencji potowowej. Dodatkowe informacje: Mateusz Bomba, tel.
(773) 782-2636.

Prosimy o zapoznanie sie z terminarzem zebran Towarzystw na str. 2.

Zapraszamy kandydatow na bal
»Kopciuszek i Ksigze ”
i ich rodzicow na spotkanie informacyjne

Grupa Kulturalna Dorostych ZPRKA zaprasza miodziez ZPRKA na lunch i
spotkanie informacyjne dla kandydatow na bal , Kopciuszek i Ksigze” oraz ich
rodzicow, w niedziele, 22 wrzesnia 2019 r. o godz. 12:00 w Camelot Banquets, 8624
W. 95th St., Hickory Hills, IL.

Grupa Kulturalna Dorostych, ktéra jest sponsorem balu, pokryje koszt lunchu.
Osoby zainteresowane wzigciem udziatu proszone sa o zgtaszanie sie do 18
wrzesnia 2019 r. Rezerwacji mozna dokona¢ dzwoniac do Gabrieli Zuk pod numer
(708) 989-2408, lub do Danuty Stypuli (708) 257-9019.

Proby rozpoczynaja sie w poniedziatek, 7 pazdziernika i beda sie odbywac we
wszystkie poniedziatki, az do balu w St. Joseph School, 5641 S. 73rd Ave. w Summit,
IL w godz. 19:00-21:30.

Zapraszamy do udziatu w balu , Kopciuszek i Ksigze” uczniow
szkot srednich z Dystryktéw 6, 7, 8 i 9 ZPRKA (Wisconsin,

Illinois, Indiana). Optata rejestracyjna jest wymagana w
chwili sktadania formularza zgloszeniowego.

Bal , Kopciuszek i Ksigze” odbedzie si¢ w sobote, 16
listopada 2019 r. ,Kopciuszek” i ,ksiaze” oraz wszyscy
uczestnicy otrzymaja stypendia.

Prosimy o dostarczenie artykulow do wrzesniowego wydania ,,Narodu Polskiego”

do 15 sierpnia 2019. Materialy nadestane po terminie beda wydrukowane
w jednym z kolejnych wydan.

Informacje o zapisach do wszystkic

tanca i jezyka polskiego sponsorowa
przez ZPRKA znajduje si¢ na stronie 5.

Dystrykt 7 ZPRKA zaprasza na

BUSSE
REISNER FISEING

Miedzcla, @ wrzesnia, 20019
Pzl zwodbw o 10:00 - -

65. KRAJOWY TURNIEJ

PILKI SOFTBALL
Tvlko dla czlonkow ZPRKA
Nowi czlonkowie mile widziani

16-17 sierpnia 2019 - Warren, M1
Organizatorem jest zespol tanca ,,Opole” z Dystr. #10

65. Krajowy Turniej Pitki Softball ZPRKA odbedzie si¢ w piatek i sobotg, 16-17
sierpnia 2019 r. w Halmich Park, 3001 Thirteen Mile Rd., Warren, MI.
Zakwaterowanie dla zawodnikéw 1 gosci przyjezdnych dostgpne bedzie w hotelu
Holiday Inn Express Detroit/Warren, 11500 E. Eleven Mile Rd., Warren, MI. Ceny
zakwaterowania za noc w pokojach o standardzie: King lub Double Standard - $124
za noc plus podatek. Sugerowana jest jak najszybsza rezerwacja pokoju pod
numerem: (586) 754-9700. Termin rezerwacji uptywa 2 sierpnia 2019 r. Aby
zarezerwowac pokdj w powyzszej cenie, nalezy nadmieni¢ ,,PRCUA”.
Wspotprzewodniczace turnieju Jennifer Veron i Deann Kujawski przygotowali
nastepujacy harmonogram rozgrywek i imprez towarzyszacych:
Piatek, 16 sierpnia
* 18:00 - rozgrywki mieszane - Halmich Park, 3001 13 Mile Rd., Warren, MI
* 18:00 - 20:00 - Wieczorek powitalny - Holiday Inn Express Detroit/Warren, 11500
E. Eleven Mile Rd,, Warren, MI. Piwo z beczki i pizza - gratis.
Sobota, 17 sierpnia
* 9:00 - Rozgrywki druzyn meskich i zenskich - Halmich Park, 3001 13 Mile Rd.,
Warren, MI.
* 11:00 - 13:00 - Lunch bedzie podany w obiekcie sportowym
* 19:00 - péinoc - Bankiet z wrgczeniem nagrdd - Father Kramer Knights of
Columbus, 7400 Bernice St., Center Line, MI. Kolacja gratis. Znizki na zakup
napojow w barze.
Msze $wigte odprawione zostana w kosciele katolickim $§w. Anny, 32000 Mound
Rd., Warren, MI w sobotg o godz. 17:00 i w niedzielg o godz. 8:45 i 0 godz. 11:00.
Formularze zgloszeniowe dostgpne sa na stronie internetowej
www.prcua.org/sports. Wszystkie zgloszenia nalezy wypetni¢ i odesta¢ do biura
ZPRKA wraz z wpisowym w wysokosci $50.00 od druzyny. Wszyscy zawodnicy
musza by¢ czlonkami ZPRKA i mie¢ oplacone wszystkie wymagane sktadki. Kazdy
zawodnik moze zgltosi¢ swoj udziat tylko raz. Zawodnicy sa zobowiazani do
podpisania deklaracji, ze bgda przestrzegac¢ przepisow i zasad dobrej sportowej
rywalizacji 1 gry fair play na boisku i poza nim. Czeki nalezy wystawi¢ na: PRCUA
Softball. Zgloszenia z optatami nalezy wysta¢ na adres: 984 N. Milwaukee Ave.,
Chicago, IL 60642, lub zarejestrowac si¢ elektronicznie na stronie internetowe;j
www.prcua.org/sports 1 dokona¢  ptatnosci  elektronicznej na
www.prcua.org/payonline. Dodatkowe informacje: 773-782-2636.
Jakiekolwiek zmiany zostana ogloszone w ,,Narodzie Polskim”, na stronie
internetowej: www.prcua.org/sports i na stronie Facebook.

Turnieje sportowe ZPRKA w 2019 roku

TURNIE] PILKI SOFTBALL - 16-17 sierpnia 2019 - Warren, MI
Szkota Tanca ,, Opole” (Jen Vernon, Deann Kujawski)

TURNIE] SIATKOWKI - 8-9 listopada 2019 - Romulus, MI
Tow. #1493 (Courtney Ozog)
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OCZNICA POWSTANIA WARSZAWSKIEGO

W roku 2019 przypada 75. rocznica wybuchu Powstania
Warszawskiego, ktore rozpoczgto si¢ 1 sierpnia 1944 r. po pigciu latach
okupacji hitlerowskiej. Polski ruch oporu przeciwko niemieckiemu
najezdzcy byl kierowany przez Armi¢ Krajowa (AK). Z chwila inwazji
aliantow na Normandi¢ 6 czerwca 1944 r. i szybkim postgpem sit
radzieckich w kierunku granicy wschodniej Polski, rzad Polski na
uchodzstwie w Londynie wezwatl Armi¢ Krajowa pod dowddztwem
generata Tadeusza Bora-Komorowskigo do zorganizowania powstania
zbrojnego w ramach trwajacej od stycznia 1944 roku Operacji Burza.
Termin Powstania zostat okres$lony przez dowodztwo AK w Polsce.

Powstanie Warszawskie miato na celu pomoc aliantom w
pokonaniu wycofujacych si¢ ze wschodu Niemcow, wyzwolenie stolicy
Polski oraz potwierdzenie suwerennos$ci Polski przed sowieckimi sitami
w Polsce. Powstanie rozpoczelo si¢ we wtorek 1 sierpnia o godz.
17:00. Kryptonimem rozpocz¢cia powstania byta ,,Godzina W”
(pochodzacym do stowa wybuch).

Poczatkowo Armia Krajowa zyskata kontrole nad wigkszoscia
centrum miasta. Oddzialy powstancze zaczg¢ly zajmowaé pozycje obronne, ludno$¢ cywilna zaczeta
budowaé barykady. Strategiczne cze¢$ci miasta pozostaly jednak pod kontrola sit niemieckich. Niemcy
byli zaskoczeni wielko$cia 1 sita powstania, oraz tym jak, pormrno siabego uzbrojenia, przygotowana i
dobrze wyszkolona byta Armia Krajowa.

Powstaficy poktadali nadzieje na wsparcie w
oddziatach radzieckich, ktére znajdowaty si¢ na
wschéd od miasta. Jednakze z powodow
politycznych Armia Czerwona nie udzielila
pomocy walczacej Warszawie. Armia Krajowa
szybko zdala sobie sprawe, ze powstancy zostali
sami. Mimo to, determinacja walczacych o
oswobodzenie miasta nie gasta. Powstanie nasilalo
si¢ z uptywem dni. Walki toczyly si¢ nie tylko o
kazda ulice, ale tez o kazdy budynek. Miejski

Barykada na ul Ztotej

system kanalizacyjny uzywany byl przez AK do Powrét z akcji

przemieszczania powstancow, dostaw broni i zywno$ci oraz do utrzymywania komunikacji. Mimo
ogromnej determinacji walczaca Warszawa ponosita ogromne straty w ludziach, a sity niemieckie byty
codziennie wzmacniane. Walki przerodzily si¢ w sytuacj¢ bez wyjscia. Obie strony zyskiwaty i tracity
pozycje.

W miar¢ uptywu czasu mieszkaficy miasta stan¢li w obliczu braku zywno$ci 1 glodu. Na szczgsécie 6
sierpnia Polacy przejeli browar Haberbusch i Schiele, w ktorego magazynach przechowywany byt
jeczmien. Zupa plujka gotowana z mielonego nie tuskanego jeczmienia i wody stata si¢ gtéwnym
daniem mieszkancow Warszawy. Armia Krajowa utrzymata browar do konca powstania. Powaznym
problemem stat si¢ takze brak wody pitnej. Od drugiej polowye sierpnia wigkszo§¢ wody nie nadawata
| si¢ do uzytku, a gtdwna pompa wodna znajdowala si¢
pod kontrola niemiecka. Na dziedzincach budynkow
wykopywano studnie aby zapewni¢ powstancom wodg.
Do konca powstania wykopano az 90 takich studni.

Powstanie otrzymywato bardzo ograniczona
pomoc od zachodnich sojusznikéw. Brytyjski RAF i
amerykanski USAAF prébowaly udzieli¢ pomocy
lotniczej zrzucajac bron i amunicje. Akcje zrzutow
spotykaty si¢ z wieloma problemami w postaci zakazow
lotow wydawanych przez dowodztwo brytyjskich sit

Na placéwce w elektrowni lotniczych, jasne ksigzycowe noce oraz zte warunki
atmosferyczne. Dodatkowo Stalin zabronit ladowania na terytorium sowieckim alianckim samolotom,
ktére dokonywaty zrzutow. Dopiero w potowie wrzesnia, pod naciskiem aliantow, Stalin udzielit zgody
na ladowanie samolotom po zrzucie. Duza czg¢§¢ zrzutdw ladowata na terenach kontrolowanych przez
Niemcéw. Tylko okoto jedng trzecig przejeli powstancy.

Walka stawata si¢ coraz bardziej intensywna i przynoszaca $miertelne zniwo. Od wrze$nia Armia
Krajowa coraz cze¢$ciej byla zmuszana do wycofywania si¢ i przegrupowywania. Ofiary w ludziach i
straty materialne szybko rosty, podczas gdy sity niemieckie byly wciaz wspomagane i uzupetniane.
Stojac w obliczu nieréwnej walki Armia Krajowa rozpocze¢la negocjacje aby w zamian za kapitulacje
strony polskiej, Niemcy zgodzili si¢ uzna¢ prawa kombatanckie zotnierzy AK oraz nie stosowali
odpowiedzialnosci zbiorowej wobec ludnosci cywilne;j.

Niemiecki dowodca wyrazil zgode na kapitulacj¢ z dniem 2 pazdziernika 1944 r. 3 pazdziernika
Niemcy rozbroili i wzigli do niewoli . S
zolnierzy Armii Krajowej. Ludnos$¢
Warszawy zostala wydalona z miasta.
Rozpoczelo si¢ masowe niszczenie
stolicy. W koficowym bilansie wojny 85
procent budynkéw zostata spalona lub
wysadzona. 17 stycznia 1945 r. Niemcy
wycofali si¢ z Warszawy, a Armia
Radziecka wkroczyta do miasta.

Mark Sorbi

Thum: Anna Grabowski

Zdjecia sq kopiami pocztowek
wydanych przez Polskie Archiwum
Krajozanawcze i Spotdzielnia

Ul. Marszatkowska ptonie
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MARII KONOPNICKIE]

ZAPRASZAMY
Whorek, 20 sierpnia 2019, w godzinach 18:30 do 21:00

*Zapisy na rok szholny 2019/2020

$)

*Sprzedaz ksiazek | materiafow szkolnych

Parafia St. Louis de Montfort
8840 S. Ridgeland Ave., Qale Lawn, IL
Tel: (7o8)ago-0749
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Tekla Klebetnica w Muzeum Polskim

Pracownicy
ZPRKA i
MPA oraz
grupa
cztonkow
MPA mieli
przyjemnosé
wystucha¢
polskiej
grupy
folkowej
Tekla
Klebetnica
(w sktadzie: Anna Czupryn - skrzypce i wokal, Zygmunt Czupryn -
akordeon, Stanistaw Dudek - kontrabas), ktora wystapita z
niezapowiedzianym, krétkim koncertem w czwartek, 18 lipca w sali
gtownej MPA. Artystow przedstawita dyrektor zarzadzajaca MPA
Matgorzata Kot, a powitat ich w progach muzeum prezes ZPRKA i
przewodniczacy zarzadu MPA James Robaczewski. Po koncercie,
dyrektor Kot i sekretarz-skarbnik ZPRKA Agnieszka Bastrzyk
podzickowaty artystom wspaniatego wystepu.

Zespot wykonuje aranzacje folkowe z muzyka z pasma Karpat,
polaczone z elementami melodii klasycznych, jazzowych, cyganskich,
zydowskich, karpackich i batkanskich.

Zespot powstat w 2006 roku, wszyscy muzycy sa absolwentami
szkot muzycznych, a kazdy cztonek zespotu reprezentuje inny region
folklorystyczny. W 2013 roku zesp6t zdobyt drugie miejsce w szostej
edycji programu ,,Mam talent” (Poland’s Got Talent)

Koncert w Muzeum Polskim w Ameryce

Artysci w otoczeniu uczestnikow koncertu
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Jubileusz 50-lecia istnienia Swiatowego Festiwalu Polonijnych Zespotow
Folklorystycznych niesie ze soba powiew nostalgii i wiele sentymentalnych wspomnien.
Potwiecze istnienia tego waznego na mapie §wiatowego folkloru wydarzenia ukazuje jak
bardzo zmienily sig czasy, trendy i ludzie zgromadzeni wokot festiwalu. Pozwola Panstwo,
ze z okazji tak doniostej rocznicy, przytoczg teraz kilka wspomnien i refleksji jak
rzeszowski festiwal wptynat na moje zycie i ukierunkowat moja ,karier¢ taneczna”.
Powotam si¢ przy tym na moje osobiste przezycia i fakty z zyciorysu, bo i ja obchodzg
wlasnie 50-lecie pracy zawodowej jako instruktor tanca i choreograf dziatajacy poza
granicami Polski.

Moja pasja do polskiego tanca ludowego narodzita si¢ bardzo wczesnie. Wlasciwie
moge powiedzie¢, ze to rodzice przekazali mi ta milos¢ w genach. Mama, Francuzka
polskiego pochodzenia, trafita do Chicago jako siedemnastolatka. Kochata tanczy¢, a
polskie dziedzictwo bylo w niej gleboko zakorzeniane od dziecka. Ojciec urodzit si¢ w
Chicago, a po $mierci matki, od 4 roku zycia wychowywat si¢ w Polsce. Jako
szesnastolatek trafit do nazistowskiego obozu pracy w Niemczech. Po wojnie wrocil na
moment do Polski po czym wyjechal z powrotem do Chicago. Historia mitosna moich
rodzicow rozpoczyna si¢ na poczatku lat 50-tych kiedy potaczyli swoje rodzinne tradycje i
umitowania dla muzyki, tanca i §piewu. Rodowod naszej rodziny sigga do Wielkopolski,
Sieradza, Podhala i Warszawy. Mama zawsze wspominala tance narodowe Polski, ktore
poznata w mtodosci, podczas, gdy ojcu blizsze byly tance regionu Podhala. Zostal nawet
uznany za pierwszego gorala w Ameryce, ktory przeskoczyl przez ciupagg. Bez wzgledu
na to czy to prawda, czy nie, mysl ta zawsze dawata mu wiele satysfakcji.

Przejdzmy do kolejnego rozdziatu. Taniec to moja wielka pasja. Zaczg¢lam od baletu i
stepowania, ale to w polskich tancach odnalaztam tego wyjatkowego ducha. Majac 5 lat
zostalam zapisana do polskiej szkoly sobotniej sponsorowanej przez jedna z polonijnych
organizacji. Polska szkota sobotnia w latach pigcdziesiatych i szes¢dziesiatych XX wieku
roznita si¢ znaczaco od intensywnego programu nauczania j¢zyka i tanca dzis. Byla
godzina konwersacji po polsku, godzina tanca i godzina $piewu tygoniowo. Jak moga sig¢
Panstwo domysle¢, to wlasnie polski taniec zawladnat sercem matej dziewczynki. Nauka
piesni patriotycznych i ludowych rozwingta mdj jezyk polski, a wraz z glgbszym
poznawaniem polskiej historii, piosenki te nabieraly coraz glgbszego znaczenia. Ciagle
jednak czego$ brakowato. Moja instruktorka tanca miata dobre intencje, ale ograniczone
mozliwosci. Nie bylo wystarczajacych zrodet wiedzy o polskich tancach ludowych w
jezyku angielskim. Informacje, do ktorych docieratam byty bardzo okrojone i dotyczyly
jedynie kilku tancow regionalnych. Nie miatam tez dostgpu do ksiazek o polskich tancach,
a tak naprawdg to nie miatam pojecia o ich istnieniu. Juz jako nastolatce, udalo mi sig
wzia¢ udzial w letnich kursach organizowanych w Alliance College w Cambridge Springs
w stanie Pensylwania, w trakcie ktorych mtodziez szkét srednich uczyta sig jezyka
polskiego, dramatu, $piewu i tanca ludowego. To wlasnie tam, polska kultura ludowa
zawladngta mna na tyle, Zze zapragngtam uczy¢ si¢ tanca. Po powrocie, z naszej sobotniej
szkoly wybralam sze$¢ par tanecznych i moja pasja zaczgta si¢ rozwijac. W ciagu roku,
zostalam poproszona o poprowadzenie grupy tanecznej w sasiednim miasteczku. Nie
majac nawet jeszcze prawa jazdy propozycjg t¢ przyjetam. Od tego momentu bytam juz
instruktorka tanca dwoch zespotow.

Dlaczego piszg o tym wszystkim w roku obchodow Jubileuszu 50-lecia festiwalu w
Rzeszowie? Bo mija wlasnie doktadnie 50 lat od czasu, gdy zaczetam pracowac z
polonijnymi dzie¢mi w Chicago. To byl dla mnie czas przebudzenia i cho¢ uptyngto
jeszcze osiem lat zanim dowiedziatam sig o istnieniu rzeszowskiego festiwalu, polski taniec
i ja byliSmy juz nieroztaczni. Wsrdd instruktorow tanca, na wcze$niej wspomnianym
kursie poznatam niedo$cignionego Jana Sejdg, bylego tancerza Zespotu ,,Mazowsze”. To
wlasnie on byt zatozycielem, choreografem, etnografem, muzykologiem a nawet tworca
strojow dla Zespotu Piesni i Tanca ,,Kujawiaki”, dziatajacego przy Alliance College. Bez
namystu, jako studentka wstapitam do tego zespotu, chlonac wiedzg o tancach z regionow
Lublina, Lowicza, Gornego Slaska, Cieszyna, Beskidu, Kurpiowszczyzny czy Kujaw. O
wielu tych tancach, tradycjach i obrzedach nigdy do tamtej pory nie styszatam. Co prawda
wezesniej podziwiatam wystepy zawodowych zespotow ludowych , Mazowsze” i ,,Slask”,
ale dopiero w ,,Kujawiakach” poczutam si¢ czescia polskiej i regionalnej kultury ludowe;j i
zaczgtam poznawac ja z innej perspektywy.

Po ukonczeniu studidow, moje zycie odbieglo nieco od kierunku polskiego tanca
ludowego, ale tylko na moment. Moim przeznaczeniem byto odkrycie Zjednoczenia
Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego w Ameryce (ZPRKA), organizacji, ktora nagle stata si¢
czgdcia mojego zycia i zawladngta nim na zawsze. We wrzesniu 1976 roku, rozpoczglam
pracg jako instruktorka tanca w dziatajacej przy ZPRKA Grupie Kulturalnej Dorostych.
Przygotowatam krakowiaka i poloneza, ktore mialy by¢ odtanczone na organizowanym
przez t¢ grupg Balu Kopciuszka i Ksigecia. W styczniu kolejnego roku, z poparciem
ZPRKA i Kulturalnej Grupy Dorostych zatozytam zespot ,,Wesoty Lud”. Jego trzonem
byli uczestnicy wspomnianego balu. Krotko potem dowiedziatam si¢ o istnieniu
Swiatowego Festiwalu Polonijnych Zespotéw Folklorystycznych w Rzeszowie i o jego
kolejnej edycji, na ktora w 1977 roku oddelegowano z Chicago, dziatajacy pod patronatem
Zjednoczenia zespot ,,Polonez”. Pamigtam moj zachwyt faktem istnienia tak wspaniatej
imprezy w $wiecie folkloru. Moj udzial w zadnym tego typu wydarzeniu nie byt wtedy
jednak mozliwy, bo w maju 1977 roku, urodzitam nasze pierwsze dziecko.

W tym czasie w Stanach Zjednoczonych zwigkszyto si¢ zainteresowanie polska
kulturg ludowa. Zaczglam prowadzi¢ kilka grup dziecigcych. Pod patronatem ZPRKA,
szkoly jezyka polskiego organizowaly wspolne koncerty wielu grup. Rezyserowanie tych
koncertow zlecono mnie. Bylo to sukcesem 1978 roku i przyczynito si¢ do znacznego
wzrostu cztonkow oraz do powstawania nowych zespotow. Dzigki popularnosci tych
imprez wzmocnit si¢ tez ,,Wesoty Lud”, co doprowadzito do jego udziatu w kolejnych
festiwalach.

W rzeszowskim festiwalu w 1977 roku udziat wziglo wiele wspaniatych polskich
zespotow folklorystycznych z calego swiata. Jeden z uczestnikow tamtej edycji, pan

Gregory Biestek z ZPiT
,Galicja” w Detroit
wrocit z Polski ze
Swietnym pomystem
zorganizowania
Po6tnocno-
Amerykanskiego
Festiwalu  Polskich
Zespotéw Ludowych, na
wzOr imprezy
rzeszowskiej. W trakcie
tych festiwali odbywaty
si¢ warsztaty taneczne, :
prowadzone przez Tancerze ,Wesofego Ludu” na jednym z pierwszych festiwali
wybitnych choreografow z Polski specjalizujacych si¢ w tancach narodowych i
regionalnych. Kulminacja festiwalu, byta wielka gala z udzialem wszystkich uczestnikow
z amerykanskich i kanadyjskich zespotow polskiego tanca ludowego. Pierwsze dwie
edycje tego festiwalu w latach 1978 i 1979 byty sponsorowane przez American Council of
Polish Cultural Clubs (ACPCC) w Detroit, Michigan. W pierwszym festiwalu
uczestniczytam sama, w drugim juz z ,,Wesotym Ludem”. Kolejnym przystankiem byt
Rzeszéw 1980.

Niemal natychmiast po powrocie z Detroit rozpoczetly sig przygotowania do festiwalu
w Rzeszowie. Przez dziesig¢ miesigcy organizowaliSmy imprezy, podczas ktorych
zbierali$my fundusze na przelot ($500 od osoby), udzial w dwutygodniowym festiwalu
($60), tournee po Polsce po festiwalu ($150), co na dzisiejsze standardy moze wydawac si¢
niewielka suma, ale wowczas byt to dla klasy s$redniej spory wydatek. Budzet potrzebny
byt takze na stroje, szyte jedynie w oparciu o zdjecia, gdyz wzory byly nam wtedy jeszcze
nieznane i niedostgpne. Mogli§my liczy¢ jedynie na wiedzg naszych kolegdéw z innych
zespotow i na skape zrodla zasoboéw dostepnych w naszych sklepach. Cigzkie do zdobycia
byty takze nagrania muzyki ludowej. Rysy na plytach, ktorymi dysponowali$my
sprawiaty, ze dzwigk nie byt zbyt czytelny. To co udalo sig ustysze¢ byto przestylizowane.
Przezwycigzajac coraz to nowe problemy, robiliSmy co w naszej mocy, by dociera¢ do
odpowiednich specjalistow, od ktérych tylko przez znajomosci moglismy zdobywac
niezbedna wiedze.

Festiwal w Rzeszowie otworzyl nasze oczy na $wiat autentycznej polskiej kultury
tanca ludowego. Rok 1980 byl dopiero poczatkiem. Dla zespotu ,,Wesoly Lud” byto to
doswiadczenie zycia. Grupa powrocita do Chicago z przepigkna suita tancow i piesni
towickich w choreografii Pani Ireny Kik oraz z nagroda ,,Za mlodzienczos¢ i ekspresje”.
Dla wielu tancerzy wylot do Rzeszowa byt jedyna mozliwo$cia odwiedzenia ojczyzny
swoich przodkow i najwigksza nagroda. Ja osobiscie leciatam do Rzeszowa z dwojka
swoich corek (trzylatka i trzy miesigcznym niemowlgciem), dwudziestoma nastoletnimi
tancerzami, nowicjuszami w temacie tanca ludowego i z nieznana przysztoscia. Wracatam
juz jednak do Stanow petna odnowionego ducha, ze Swiadomoscia swojego miejsca i grupa
juz nieco bardziej doswiadczonej kulturalnie mlodziezy. W Rzeszowie, wsrod tworcow i
wspanialych choreograféw poznatam fantastycznych ludzi: m.in. Ignacego Wachowiaka,
Stawomira Mazurkiewicza, Zofig¢ Marcinek, czy Leokadie¢ Magdziarz. Artysci ci
przygarneli mnie pod swoje skrzydta, otoczyli niezwykla przyjaznia i podzielili si¢ ze mna
bezcenna wiedza i talentem. Przez kolejnych 39 lat, byto jeszcze wiele, wiele podobnych
znajomosci 1 przyjazni, ktore stworzyty na rzeszowskim festiwalu ogolnoswiatowa
spoteczno$¢ wzajemnego uznania i adoracji, z ktorej inspiracje do tworzenia i pokonywania
zyciowych trudow czerpalismy wszyscy.

ACPCC kontynuowal organizacj¢ tygodniowych festiwali polskiego tanca ludowego
w USA, za posrednictwem swoich stowarzyszen, w 1981 roku w Filadelfii, a w 1982 roku
impreza zawitata do Chicago. Tu organizatorka bytam ja, przy wsparciu Wydziatu Kobiet
ZPRKA i zespotu ,,Wesoty Lud”.

350 uczestnikow z dwudziestu zespotow ludowych z Ameryki Poétnocnej wraz z grupa
dziewigciu choreografow z Polski oraz instruktorow teatralnych, celebrowato pigkno
polskiego folkloru biorac udziat w warsztatach na chicagowskim Uniwersytecie Loyola i
uczestniczac w koncercie finatowym w wielkim teatrze Auditorium Theater. Rezyserem
wydarzenia byl Stawomir Mazurkiewicz, pomagali mu choreografowie: Leokadja
Magdziarz, Janina Marcinek, Cecylia Roznowska, Antoni Korytek, Jacek Marek i Jan
Wiasniewski oraz Mateo i Goya.

W tym czasie ,,Wesoly Lud” byt juz gotowy do udzialu w kolejnym rzeszowskim
restiwalu. W 1983 roku nasz zespot dotarl najpierw na tygodniowe zgrupowanie taneczne
do Lublina, a pdézniej na imprezg gtdowna w Rzeszowie. To wiasnie tam i wlasnie wtedy
zatozone zostato ,,Stowarzyszenie Polskiego Tanca Ludowego Ameryki Potnocnej”, w
sktad ktorego weszli kierownicy zespotow: ,t.owiczanie” (San Francisco, CA), ,,Podhale”
(Montreal, CAN), ,,Polish American Folk Dance Company” (Brooklyn, NY), ,,Teatr
Ludowy Wchodniej Galicji” (Baltimore, MD), ,,Wawel Folk Ensemble” (Detroit, MI),
»Wesoty Lud” (Chicago, IL), i ,,Wista” (Detroit, MI). Celem bylo zjednoczenie sig i
pomoc grupom folklorystycznym dziatajacym w Ameryce Potnocnej, poprzez wsparcie
merytoryczne, wzajemna promocj¢ i wspdtdziatanie. Stowarzyszenie utworzone zostato
jako organizacja niedochodowa, a jednym z celow byta takze organizacja kolejnych
festiwali folklorystycznych na kontynencie potnocno-amerykanskim, na wzoér tych
rzeszowskich w latach, w ktorych nie odbywaty si¢ one w Polsce.

Festiwale te zorganizowano wigc w latach: 1984 (Baltimore, MD), 1985 (San
Francisco, CA), 1987 (Boston, MA), 1988 (Twin Cities, MN), 1990 (Long Island, NY),
1991 (Detroit, MI), 1992 (Montreal, CAN), 1994 (koncerty regionalnych miast w Chicago,
San Francisco, New York), 1995 (San Francisco i Oakland, CA), 1997 (Los Angeles, CA),
2000 (Milwaukee, WI), 2003 (New York, NY), 2007 (Chicago, IL) - na ktérym
honorowym gosciem byt Mariusz Grudzien dyrektor rzeszowskich festiwali, 2010 (Regina,
CAN), 2013 (Minneapolis, MN). Z kolei w latach: 1999, 2005 i 2011 zorganizowano
taneczne tournee koncertowe po Polsce. Stowarzyszenie Polskich Tancow Ludowych
Ameryki Polnocnej stalo sig¢ nieoficjalnym oddzialem Stowarzyszenia ,,Wspdlnota Polska”
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na kontynencie amerykanskim. Od roku 1986 do dzi$ Stowarzyszenie ,,Wspdlnota Polska”
pozostaje gtownym sponsorem i wspotorganizatorem Swiatowego Festiwalu Polonijnych
Zespotow Folklorystycznych w Rzeszowie.

Jest rok 1986. Szesnascie par tanecznych z zespotu ,,Wesoty Lud” trzyma w rekach
paszporty, wizy i bilety lotnicze. JesteSmy gotowi na kolejny Rzeszow. Niestety nasze
plany krzyzuje tragiczny w skutkach wybuch w elektrowni w Czarnobylu. Zatamani
przebiegiem tych smutnych wydarzen, dowiadujemy si¢ jednak wkrotce, ze ,,Kiedy Bog
drzwi zamyka - to otwiera okno”. Pojawia si¢ bowiem kolejna niespodzianka dla zespotu,
takze zwiazana z Rzeszowem. Jest nig osoba Ryszarda Jaminskiego. Ryszard Jaminski
okazat si¢ najlepszym sukcesem eksportowym z Podkarpacia jaki mogt nam sig¢ przytrafic.
Byt tancerzem ZPiT ,,Bandoska”, pod kierownictwem artystycznym pani Bozeny
Nizanskiej, a takze choreografem zespotu ,,Rzeszow” oraz dziecigcego zespotu
»Poziomki”. Do Stanéw przybyl na zaproszenie innego zespolu tanecznego, ale los chciat,
by trafit na potudniowe przedmies$cia Chicago i zawital do zespotu ,,Wesoty Lud”.
Wkrotce okazalo sig, ze jego taneczny talent idzie w parze z wyjatkowymi umiejgtnosciami
choreograficznymi. Nie tylko zmienit on moje Zycie osobiste ale od ponad 30 lat wzbogaca
swoimi zdolno$ciami artystycznymi ,,Wesoty Lud”, a jego pomystowos¢ i konsekwencja
wspiera takze nasze grupy dziecigce: ,,Potudniowo-Zachodnie Centrum Polskiego Spiewu i
Tanca” (Orland Park i Chicago) i ,,Polan” przy Polskiej Szkole im. Sw. Jana Pawta II
(Lemont, IL).

Juz z Ryszardem na festiwale do Rzeszowa wyjezdzaliSmy dziesigciokrotnie, od 1993
roku do 2019. Wliczajac lata 1980 i 1983, zespot ,,Wesoty Lud” uczestniczyt w
rzeszowskiej imprezie tacznie dwanascie razy. Mielismy tez tyle szczgscia by
reprezentowaé Polske na Expo 2010 i Migdzynarodowych Festiwalach Ludowych w
Szanghaju (2010, 2012), Pekinie (2012), Budapeszcie (2011), Pradze (2014), we Lwowie
(2008) i w Wilnie (2005). Ponad tysiac razy wystgpowalismy lokalnie i na wielu waznych
festiwalach i koncertach w Ameryce i Kanadzie. Nasze serce jednak nalezato zawsze do
Rzeszowa. To miasto i ten festiwal na zawsze juz odcisngly pigtno na naszym wspdolnym
zyciu i dziatalnosci artystyczne;.

Przez wszystkie te lata ,,Wesoly Lud” byl swoistym ambasadorem polskiej kultury
ludowej. Zespot wystepowal i wystepuje dzi§ w trakcie polsko-amerykanskich wydarzen
lokalnych, festiwali, bankietow, wesel, imprez rodzinnych, piknikéw i innych imprez, w
trakcie ktorych promuje pigkno polskiego folkloru, polska spoteczno$¢ w Chicago i na
przedmieséciach oraz swojego hojnego patrona ZPRKA. Za kazdym z tych wystgpow kryje
si¢ jednak niegasnacy zar pasji, ktora w mtodych tancerzach budzit i budzi do dzis$
Rzeszow i jego stynny festiwal.

Popularnos¢ rzeszowskich festiwali, ktore podsycaty stale rosnace zainteresowanie
polskim folklorem, wptyngta rowniez na rozwdj dziecigcych zespotow tanecznych. Z
inicjatywy Oddziatu Rzeszowskiego SWP powstal Polonijny Festiwal Dziecigcych
Zespotow Folklorystycznych w Iwoniczu Zdroju. Trwa juz od trzydziestu lat i zaliczyt 10.
edycje w 2018 roku. ,,Potudniowo-Zachodnie Centrum Polskiego Tanca i Piosenki” oraz
Koétko Taneczne ,,Polanie” przy Polskiej Szkole im. $w. Jana Pawla II, uczestniczyly w tym
wspaniatym wydarzeniu wielokrotnie.

Dla mnie osobiscie, ale takze dla naszej roztanczonej mtodziezy, festiwal w Rzeszowie
jest rodzajem $wiatowej tanecznej olimpiady. Wszyscy jej uczestnicy prezentuja godne
olimpijskiego zlota wystgpy podkreslajace ich tozsamo$¢ i dumg z polskiego pochodzenia.
Nie bytoby to jednak mozliwe, gdyby nie wysilek i dokonania ich poprzednikow,
pionieréow i promotorow kultury ludowej na obczyznie i w Polsce. Wsrdd nich na
szczegoOlne uznanie zastuguja, migdzy innymi: Mariusz Grudzien - dyrektor festiwalu,
Janusz Chojecki - dyrektor artystyczny, prof. Tadeusz Markowski - prezes Oddziatu
Rzeszowskiego SWP a takze: b. dyrektor programowy Lestaw Wais, Wiestawa Czarnota,
Piotr Kowalski i inni. To tylko niektore z najwazniejszych postaci obchodzacych wtasnie
50-lecie istnienia rzeszowskiej olimpiady taneczne;.

Historia, ktora dzi§ wspominam zatacza koto i cho¢ ta narracja si¢ konczy, moje
umilowanie polskiego folkloru trwa nadal, podobnie jak wielkie zaangazowanie i
uwielbienie dla Swiatowego Festiwalu Polonijnych Zespotéw Folklorystycznych w
Rzeszowie. Niech ten Ztoty Jubileusz podkre$la nieustajaca i bezcenna potrzebg i
koniecznos¢ kontaktow migdzyludzkich.

Flavia Weedn mowita , Niektorzy pojawiaja si¢ w naszym zyciu i szybko odchodza.
Inni mobilizuja nasze dusze do tanca. Przelotnym szeptem swej madrosci budza w nas
nowe postrzeganie i rozumienie §wiata. Pozostaja w naszym zyciu przez jaki$ czas i
odciskaja $lady w naszych sercach sprawiajac, ze juz nigdy nie bedziemy tacy sami”.

Zycze, byémy nadal szli $ladami naszych poprzednikow i wiasnego doswiadczenia,
poprzez taniec i $piew cieszyli si¢ naszym zyciem i jego blaskami, a takze bySmy
rozbudzali ,,nowe postrzeganie i rozumienie swiata”.

Pozostanmy dumni ze swojego kulturowego dziedzictwa i zawsze wracajmy do
Rzeszowa.

STO LAT Swiatowe Festiwale Polonijnych Zespoléw Folklorystycznych!
STO LAT Rzeszowski Oddzial Stowarzyszenia Wspolnota Polska!
Micheline Jaminski
wiceprezes Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego w Ameryce
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Zostan cztonkiem najstarszej organizacji braterskiej w USA. Obecnii przyszli
uczniowie szkot | grup tanecznych pod patronatem PRCUA rejestrujac sie
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Skladka Rocina Skiadia Rocrna Skiadka Rocina
Wick | Chlopiec | Duiewcrynka Wick | Chiopiec | Driewcrynka Wick | Chlopiec | Duiewcrynka

1) 5213.60 519120 o 5387.20 5342.40 0 5547.30 548190
1 5217.80 51895.20 1 5395.60 5350.40 1 555960 549360
7 |sz2270] 519960 2 | 540540 | 5350.20 F S574.00 | 5506.50
3 522820 5204.50 3 541640 5368.80 E] 5550.20 552060
1 523410 5209.50 4 5428.20 5379.00 4 $607.60 553530
5 524040 5214.80 5 544080 53E9.60 5 5625.60 555090
G 5246.80 522030 [ 545360 S400.60 B S644.50 5566.50
7 525350 522600 7 5467.00 412.00 7 566430 S583.60
H 5260.50 523180 f 548100 5423.60 B S684.70 600,70
9 526780 523800 9 5495 60 5436.00 9 5705.70 S618.70
10 | 527530 5244.30 10 | 5510060 S48 60 10 | 4727.90 5637.30
11 | 5283.10 5250,90 il 5526.20 5461.80 11 5750.70 S656.50
12 | £291.10 5257.80 12 | 5542.30 5475.60 12 | 577410 S676.60
13 | 529930 5264.80 13 | 555860 SAE9.60 13 | $m38.10 5697.00
14 | 5307.70 5272.00 14 | 557540 5504.00 14 | 5822.70 718,00
15 | 5316.20 5279.50 15 | 5592.40 5519.00 15 | 5847.60 573990
16 | 532480 5287.10 16 | S609.60 5534.20 16 | $872.50 576240
17 533340 £295.10 17 S626.80 S550.20 17 S897.70 785,80
18 | 5342.20 5303.30 1§ | S644.40 5566.60 18 | 5923.50 $805.80

Oferte moina tgczyc z planem Rodzinnym oferujgcym zniike: Family Plus Plan.
Wazystkie aplikacje podlegajg analizie | ocenie Dziatu Wenyfikac]i tow. Underwriting | muszg byc
wysfane do 31 paidziernika 2019 roku. *Standardowe skladki dia osoby niepalgoe],

Po wiecej informacji dzwon do lokalnego agenta sprzedaiy PRCUALIfe
lub skontaktuj sie z Biurem Glownym PRCUA:
Robert Fattore (773) 782-2631 or Michael Dziadkowiec (773) 782-2642

PoLisH ROMAN CATHOLIC UNION OF AMERICA
984 N, Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642 | PRCUA.oRG | 800-772-8632 | BEEID

rﬁﬁg@

... Z Tobg na kazdym etapie zycia!
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Narod Polski

DOROCZNY PIKNIK ZPRKA - W SEONCU I W DESZCZU

Piaty doroczny piknik ZPRKA przerwaly grzmoty
i ulewny deszcz. Na szczg$cie a organizacyjny z
Dystryktow #7, #8 i #9 byt dobrze przygotowany na &
kazda ewentualnos¢.

Piknik odbyt si¢ w niedzielg 30 czerwca w PACF -
Grove w Glenwood, IL. Rozpoczat si¢ w potudnie msza
$w. celebrowana przez ks. Rona Kondziotkeg, dyrektora
Stuzby Duszpasterskiej w St. James Hospital & Health
Center w Chicago Heights, IL. Asystowali mu
uczniowie zespotu Wesoly Lud Polish Folk Dance
Company, ktorzy byli lektorami i Natalia Bonkowski
jako ministrantka.

Po mszy dzieci miaty okazj¢
uczestniczy¢é w roznych grach i
atrakcjach: rozpakowywaniu pitek
zrobionych z plastikowej folii i
wypelnionych stodyczami,
prowadzonym przez dyrektor
krajowa Dystryktu #8, Elizabeth
Dynowski; meczach siatkowki 1
pitki noznej; przejazdzkach
rowerami wodnymi po stawie; Polowa Msza $w.
niezwykle popularnych przejazdzkach kolejka; skokach w nadmuchiwanym zamku; robieniu
gigantycznych baniek mydlanych lub dekorowaniu babeczek z klaunami.

Ci, ktorzy przyszli na piknik glodni, mogli zakupi¢ kietbaski, hot dogi lub hamburgery,
grillowane przez ,.kucharzy” ZPRKA: prezesa Jamesa Robaczewskiego, bytego dyrektora
Dystryktu #8 Jamesa Rustika, Briana Bonkowskiego, me¢za dyrektor Dyst. #10 Dyrektor Colleen
Bonkowski i Mateusza Bombg, koordyntora dziatu braterstwa ZPRKA. Zimne napoje i owoce
byty dostgpne w klimatyzowanym budynku, ktory stuzy rowniez jako stotowka, w ktorej Jeanine
Leonhard, siostra wiceprezeski Micheline Jaminski, byta odpowiedzialna za kuchni¢ i gdzie
mozna bylo si¢ ochtodzi¢.

W pikniku wzigli udziat: prezes James Robaczewski i jego zona Elaine, wiceprezes
Micheline Jaminski i jej maz Richard, sekretarz-skarbnik Agnieszka Bastrzyk i jej maz Daniel,
dyrektorzy krajowi: Joanna Cholewinski i Anna Krysinski (D-7), Elizabeth Dynowski (D-8),
Elizabeth Sadus (D-9) i Colleen Bonkowski (D-10) i jej maz Brian. Obecni byli takze byli
dyrektorzy krajowi Kevin Kucik (D-7) i Krystyna Lech (D-8), cztonkowie Grupy Kulturalnej

Dorostych z prezesem Edwardem Muszalskim, wiceprezesem Januszem Frankowiczem oraz
skarbnikiem Walterem Dynowskim, prezes Dystryktu #9 Paul Pawlowski, redaktor naczelna
,»Narodu Polskiego” Lidia Kowalewicz, dyrektor dziatu marketingu Elzbieta Sawczuk oraz
tancerze ze szkot tanca ZPRKA: Wesoty Lud, Polonia i Potudniowo-Zachodnie Centrum
Polskich Tancow Ludowych.

Osoby, ktore byly zainteresowanie uzyskaniem dodatkowych informacji na temat ZPRKA,
mialy okazj¢ porozmawia¢ z Anne Moschopoulos, ktora byta gotowa odpowiedzie¢ na wszelkie
pytania dotyczace naszych produktow i oferowata im materiaty promocyjne.

Po tym, jak ciemne chmury pokryty niebo i zaczat mzy¢ deszcz, wielu uczestnikow pikniku
postanowilo ukry¢ si¢ w stolowce, ale nie byto im przykro, ze zostali. Nadal mozna byto
zakupi¢ co$ do jedzenia, a zabawy dla najmtodszych dzieci byty kontynuowane. Dzieci tloczyty
sie wokotl klaunow, ktorzy malowali im twarze, robili dla nich zabawki z balonéw i mieli
wszelkie mozliwe akcesoria do wyrobu bizuterii z piasku. Dyrektor Dynowska przyniosta do
budynku wypelniona cukierkami pinatg, a dzieci z wielka uciecha wzigly udziat w jej rozbijaniu
i zbieraniu
stodyczy.

Mimo
kaprys$nej
pogody byt to
wspanialy i
udany dzien
dla wszystkich
uczestnikow
pikniku.

(s

Zabawy z klownami

Podwyzszamy oprocentowanie —
i przedtfuzamy promocjedo korica roku!
i *'T'.;- M

ANNuITY Plus
SERIES

Aby ZASILIE SWOI
PLAN EMERYTALNY
lub ZAROBIC JESZCZE
WIE ; A

Gowo Plus 3.75%  Suver Pliur 3.25%  Browze Plus 2.50%

Od 1 lipca do 31 grudnio 2019 roku— otwierajgc nowe konto emerytalne
lub }vpa*crquc gotdwke na istniejgce konto zyskujg Parstwo
WYZS5ZE OPROCENTOWANIE - wymagane min. wplaty 5 ] s

Nasze konta emerytalne

Aby skorzystac zapewniajq:

z tej oferty

_ ” ; : :
nalezy: bezpieczenstwo flnansuwer |
¥ dlugotrwaly przyrost wartosci
© dokona¢ wyboru v dochdd w przysztosci
IEdnE_I_ z trzech opcji ¥ alternatywe dla kont ,,CD”
w serii PLUS y .
gwarantowane oprocentowanie
® wybrac rodzaj konta v mozliwoéc odroczenia podatktu
emerytalnego do momentu wybrania funduszy
r ;
© wplaci¢ min. $1,000 brak optat cztonkowskich

i administracyjnych

Informacje | kontakt w jezyku polskim: (800) 772-8632 | (773) 782-2600

Rafat Ciotkosz Mateusz Bomba
Koordynator dzigfu nowych wnioskow Koordynator dzialu braterstwao
wew, 2634 | rafal-ciolkosz@prcua.org | wew. 2636 | mateusz-bomba@preua.org

Otwdrz konto emerytalne w PRCLI&L:{C lub dofoz 555
na istniejgce konto | pozwdl Twoim funduszom pracowacd dla Ciebie 1!

PRCUALLﬂt ANNUITY Plus SERIES

WSZYSTEIE PLANY PREEZNACTONE SA DLA WIEKU 0-90 LAT | WYMAGALY MINIMUM WPLATY § 1,000

PLAN RODZAI KONTA o L
FPDA-100-E (NQ) Non-Qualified : _ 10
FPDA-200-E {IRA) Traditional IRA : i :

. 2.00% 2

= FPDA-200R-E (ROTH)  Rath IRA {

LR Lat i
) FPDA-2005E-E [SEP] SEP IRA

8 FPDA-2005I-E (SIMPLE} SIMPLE IRA 3.75%

FPDA-400-E (TSA) TSA

FPDA-101-E (NQ) Non-Qualifiad
FPDA-201-E (IRA) Traditional IRA
2.00% 5
FPDA-201R-E (ROTH) Roth IRA
T Lat
L' FPDA-2015E-E {SEP) SEP IRA
=  FPDA-201SLE  (SIMPLE) SIMPLE IRA 3.25%
=
FPDA-401-E (TSA) TSA
PLAN RODZAI KONTA ROCIAES L RENCRACHINA
FPDA-102-E (NQ) Non-Qualified {
FPDA-202-E (IRA) Traditional IRA e
- 2.00% | 3 S
& FPDA-202R-E (ROTH) Roth IRA , :
B LI WHSTE Lala
E FPDA-2025E-E (SEP) SEP IRA ;
g FPDA-20251-E {SIMPLE) SIMPLE IRA 2.50% |
g

FPDA-402-E (TSA) T5A

WPLATY | OPROCENTOWANIA: Aby kwalifikowad sig do otroymanio odsetek ro gony migsige, skiodki
musig by dastarczone do biura ZPRKA do 15 dnfa kalendy wesigen., Oprocentowanis
naliczane jest no koniec ostatniego kalendarzoweqo dnia koddego migsigea,

& wwiw, PROUA arg/onnuities

ZIEDNOCZENIE POLSKIE RZYMSKO-KATOLICKIE W AMERYCE (ZPRKA)

al: onto emervialn Karzusd




