
Happy 2020! 
 
      It was not so long ago that everyone was fretting about Y2K.  What will happen to us in the New Millennium?  People 
had thoughts that our automated world would come crashing down around us. 
      Here we are in the 20th year of the 21st century and we have survived.  Survival is a thing that we as Poles take to heart.  
We are proud of our culture and heritage. Even though we are not in the land of our forefathers, we are still Polish in our 
hearts.  The Polish people have carried these values throughout history.  We have moved to other countries, have had our 
homeland removed from the maps of the world, yet we continue as a Polish people no matter what the conditions. We con-
tinue to embrace the traditions and adapt to the changes that are presented to us. 
      As we look forward, we can see that changes are made to enhance our lives. Over the last year, the PRCUA has adopted 
a few changes.  First, we have a new logo, PRCUALife.  This new logo gives our fraternal a modern, updated look for the 
coming years.   
      However, the biggest change is the easiest to see, because it is right in front of you.  The format of the Naród Polski has 
changed from the traditional, spreadsheet format to a friendly, tabloid format.  The inside of the paper will be separated 
into sections with tabs for culture, business and member news. As in the past, the Naród will also include information in the 
Polish language. We foresee that the new look of the Naród Polski will not only be easier to read, but also easier to handle. 
      As I have been asking our members for the last year: Get involved, stay involved and get others involved! 
      With your membership in the Polish Roman Catholic Union of America, you help ensure that our culture will continue 
to thrive through Polish language and dance schools as well as the other events we sponsor throughout the year. 
      On behalf of the officers, directors and staff of the PRCUA, we wish you a happy and fruitful New Year! 
 
      Fraternally yours, 
 
      James J. Robaczewski, ALMI, FIC, ACS 
      National President
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STERLING HTS., MI – ZAJĄCZEK DANCE  
ENSEMBLE POLSKA ZABAWA on Sat., Feb. 1 at 6:00 

p.m. at American Polish Century Club, 33204 Maple Lane., Sterling 

Hts., MI.  For additional information, see page 12. 

 
DEARBORN HTS., MI – ST. STAN’S SOC. #718 
SCHOLARSHIP RAFFLE DRAWING on Thurs., Feb. 6 

at Randy’s Bar & Grille, 25122 W.  Warren Ave., Dearborn Hts., MI. 

Complimentary snacks.  Drawing at 8:00 p.m.  

 
MUNSTER, IN – ST. RAPHAEL KALINOWSKI   
POLISH SCHOOL CARNIVAL DANCE on Sat., Feb. 8 

at Carmelite Fathers Banquet Hall, 1628 Ridge Rd., Munster, IN.  

Doors open at 6:00 p.m., dance at 6:30 p.m.  Tickets: $40.00 adults, 

$20.00 children ages 5-12. For reservations and/or additional infor-

mation, contact: Monika at 630-276-6764 or Ania at 219-671-3903. 
 
BRIDGEVIEWW, IL – MARIA KONOPNICKA  POLISH 
SCHOOL “ZABAWA KARNAWAŁOWA” on Sat., Feb. 8 at 

6:30 p.m. at Paradise Elegant Banquets, 9220 S. Harlem Ave., 

Bridgeview, IL.  Tickets $60 per person.  For reservations call 312-

718-0169 or 708-691-4348.  Ticket also available in the school office.   

 

DETROIT, MI – POLISH HERITAGE NIGHT - DETROIT 
PISTONS  VS. NEW YORK KNICKS on Sat., Feb. 8 at 7:00 p.m. 

at Little Caesar’s Arena, 2645 Woodward Ave, Detroit, MI. See details 

on pg. 12. 

 

PRESIDENTS’ DAY – THE PRCUA OFFICE WILL BE 

CLOSED 
 

LANSING, MI – WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342 POT-
LUCK AND MEETING on Wed., Feb, 19 at the Federated 

Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope, Lansing, MI. Contact: Veronica Ulrich 

at 517-484-3311.   
 

TŁUSTY CZWARTEK (PL) 
 
TROY, MI – 29TH ANNUAL SHIRLEY ANN  
GALANTY MICHIGAN STATE BALL on Sat., Feb 22 at 

San Marino Club, 1685 E. Big Beaver, Troy, MI.  Cocktails at 5:15 p.m., 

promenade at 6:00 p.m., dinner at 6:30 p.m. For additional infor-

mation, see page 12.  
 
LEMONT, IL – PRCUA ST. JOHN PAUL II POLISH 
SCHOOL 40TH ANNIVERSARY AND POLANIE 
DANCERS 20TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION on Sat., 

Feb 22 at 6:00 p.m. at Crystal Grand Banquet, 12416 S. Archer Ave., 

Lemont, IL.  For additional information, see page 9. 

 
MT. PROSPECT, IL – PRCUA POLONIA ENSEMBLE 
MARDI GRAS BALL on Sat., Feb. 22 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m. 

at Crystal Palace Banquets, 1070 S. Elmhurst Rd., Mt. Prospect, IL.  

Tickets: $80 adults (open bar), $ 40 12-20 years old,  $35 children 3-

11 years old.  Performance of the Polonia Dance Ensemble,gourmet 

dinner, snacks, open bar, games, music by DJ Koval.  For reservations, 

call 847-529-2555. 

 
FAT TUESDAY  
 

WARREN, MI – ST. JOHN PAUL II SOC. #1593 MEETING 
on Tues., Feb. 25 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Anne Jr. H.S. (Back Building), 36000 

Mound Rd., Warren, MI. Contact:  Valerie Brumm at 248-622-8949 or 

valerie.brumm@gmail.com. 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY | POPIELEC

NEW YEAR – THE PRCUA OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED 

 
DEARBORN HTS., MI – ST. STAN’S SOC. #718   
CORPORATE COMMUNION AND ELECTION OF 

OFFICERS on Sun., Jan. 12.  Mass will be held in memory of the 

Society’s deceased members at 11:00 a.m. at St. Linus Church on 

Hass Street between Telegraph & Beach Daly Rds. south of Warren 

Ave. Following Mass, a complimentary dinner will be served at the 

Stitt VFW Post on Waverly Street just south of W. Warren Rd and 

east of Telegraph Rd. A short meeting will be held along with election 

of officers for 2020, followed by dinner.  RSVP by Dec. 20, 2019 to 

Leonard & Eileen Nasiatka 313-278-5219.  

 
LANSING, MI – WHITE EAGLE SOC. #2342           
POTLUCK AND MEETING on Wed., Jan 15 at the 

Federated Polish Home, 1030 W. Mt. Hope, Lansing, MI. Contact: 

Veronica Ulrich at 517-484-3311.   

 
HICKORY HILLS, IL – WESOŁY LUD POLISH FOLK 
DANCE MASQUERADE DINNER DANCE AND 

SHOW, celebrating the milestone of six Wesoły Lud members, on 

Sat., Jan. 18, at Camelot Banquets, 8624 W. 95th St., Hickory Hills, IL. 

Entrance at 7:00 p.m., dinner at 7:30 p.m.  For additional information, 

see page 12 or contact Camilla Steczek at 708-698-7474 or               

csteczek@gmail.com.  

 
WYANDOTTE, MI – PRCUA SOCIETY #162 (Host 
Society) vs. SOCIETY #718 RYDER CUP BOWLING on Sat., 

Jan. at Indian Lanes located at 4500 13th St., Wyandotte, MI. 

Registration starts at 11:00 a.m. Afterglow at PRCUA #162 Lounge, 

1430 Oak St., Wyandotte, MI. $45 per person includes bowling, prize 

money and food. For registration, contact Bob Hojnacki at 

hoj606@hotmail.com or (313) 384-6255.    

 

MUNSTER, IN – ST. RAPHAEL KALINOWSKI POLISH 
SCHOOL “JASEŁKA” SHOW on Sat., Jan. 18 at 11:00 a.m. at 

Carmelite Fathers Banquet Hall, 1628 Ridge Rd., Munster, IN. All 

school students will participate in the performance. Coffee and 

sweets will be served before the show. 

 
DETROIT, MI – PRCUA GWIAZDA DANCERS      
ANNUAL FOWLING FUNDRAISER on Sat., Jan. 25 

from 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. at Fowling Warehouse, 3901 Christopher St., 

Detroit, MI. For additional information see pg. 11 or contact Jessica 

at 313-682-3031 or panijessica@hotmail.com. 

 

WARREN, MI – ST. JOHN PAUL II SOC. #1593   
MEETING on Tues., Jan. 28 at 7:00 p.m. at St. Anne Jr. H.S. 

(Back Building), 36000 Mound Rd., Warren, MI. Contact: Valerie 

Brumm at 248-622-8949 or valerie.brumm@gmail.com.
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2020 PRCUA CALENDAR  
 

The free 2020 
PRCUA calendar is 
available to 
PRCUA members. 
Members can pick 
up a calendar at the 
Home Office, 984 
North Milwaukee 
Ave., Chicago, IL 
or can order one by 
calling the 

Marketing Department at 773-782-2630.  
       Orders can also be placed by emailing the follow-
ing address: marketing@prcua.org. We hope you will 
enjoy this 2020 calendar!  Limited supply!  

Epiphany (Three Kings Day), celebrated on January 6,      
commemorates the visit of the Magi to the Christ Child 
and the baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River, seen as his 
manifestation to the world as the Son of God.

NARÓD POLSKI  
Polish Nation
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       PRCUA District 7 was the host of the 2019 
Annual PRCUA Opłatek this year organized on 
Saturday, December 7, 2019 at the Great Hall of 
the Polish Museum of America in Chicago. There 
was a full house of guests who came to share the 
opłatek, share best wishes and spend time in a 
Christmas atmosphere. 
       PRCUA Marketing Director Elżbieta Sawczuk 
and PRCUA Fraternal Coordinator and District 7 
President Mateusz Bomba emceed the program 
for the evening. 
       The organizing committee, led by PRCUA 
District 7 Director Ewa Cholewinski, prepared a 
spectacular night for all who attended. In atten-
dance were PRCUA Executive officers: President 
James Robaczewski with wife Elaine, Vice 
President Micheline Jaminski with husband 
Richard, and Secretary-Treasurer Agnieszka 

Bastrzyk and all the National Directors with 
spouses and families. Present were also: President 
of the Polish Museum of America Richard 
Owsiany, representatives of the PRCUA Adult 
Culture Group with 2020 Cinderella Karolina Gal 
and Prince Charming Arthur Rykala, as well as 
representatives of other organizations, including 
the Polish Falcons of America. 
       After dinner, the Polonia Ensemble of 
PRCUA, under managing direction of Anna 
Krysinski, who is also the PRCUA District 7 
Director and musical direction of Mieczyslaw 
Dzis, provided entertainment. The group pre-
pared a medley of beautiful Polish and American 
Christmas carols. Shortly after, St. Nicholas visited 
the Hall where he passed out gifts to all children 
present. The program continued with a game led 
by Micheline Jaminski and ended with a raffle 
drawing of Christmas gift baskets packed with 
many goodies. 
       With an evening full of events, we want to 
thank all District 7 volunteers who made this 
event so special. 

PRCUA ANNUAL 
OPŁATEK

Christmas carols presented by the Młoda Polonia Ensemble

Emcees Elżbieta Sawczuk  
and Mateusz Bomba

PRCUA Executive Officers, National Chaplain and Directors

       It’s finally here!  We are happy to present to 
our PRCUA members a new, improved Naród 
Polski.  We encourage our readers to send us feed-
back on the changes, and suggestions for ad-
ditional changes. 
       Starting January 2020, all submitters of ar-
ticles and photographs for the Naród Polski are 
asked to follow the set of guidelines regarding the 
submission process.  These guidelines were set up 
by the PRCUA Executive Editor and the Executive 
Officers.  
       Text must be submitted in Microsoft Word. 
All ads for the upcoming district/society/school 
events must be submitted in a Microsoft Word or 
PDF format so that they can be corrected and ad-
justed to the space available.   
       Article size:  
       Up to 500 words – no more than 5 photos. 
       Up to 600 words – no more than 3 photos. 
       Up to 700 – no more than 2 photos. 
       For reports on multiple events, events should 
be combined into one article with a short descrip-
tion about each event.  One photo per event is per-
missible.  Photos of large groups are suggested 
instead of individual photos or photos of small 
groups. 
       Only articles regarding momentous anniver-
saries of PRCUA districts/societies/schools, an-
nual events such as the Cinderella-Prince 
Charming Ball and Michigan State Ball, sport 
tournaments, Opłatek and Święconka as well as the 
Vice President’s column (alternating in Polish and 
English), and PRCUA national events such as 
PRCUA anniversaries and the PRCUA 
Quadrennial Convention may include additional 
photos.   
       It will be at the discretion of the editor and the 
Executive Committee to make a final decision re-
garding which and how many photos will be 
used. 
       Original photos (not computer-printed 
copies) should be submitted in JPEG 300 DPI for-
mat.  Do not submit scans of computer-printed or 
xerox copied materials; these will not be used. 
       All articles/information and photos should be 
submitted to the editor directly, by email:        
lidia-kowalewicz@prcua.org or by mail: Lidia 
Kowalewicz, Executive Editor, Naród Polski, 984 
N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642-4101.

THE NEW YEAR  
WITH THE NEW          
NARÓD POLSKI 

       The submission deadline for the Naród Polski 
is the 15th of each month.  Articles submitted after 
the deadline will be published in the next issue.   
         Limited article and photo space is available 
(refer to above for guidelines.)   
         Please email all articles and photos to:         
lidia-kowalewicz@prcua.org.

St. Nicholas (Walter Dynowski)  
was received by children  

with smiles and wonderment Adult Culture Group with 2020 Cinderella and Prince Charming

Ania Wytrzymalski  
and PMA President  
Richard Owsiany

 

NARÓD POLSKI DEADLINE
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       HAPPY NEW YEAR! Dear God, 
I pray that You bless everyone with 
12 months of happiness; 52 weeks of 
fun; 366 days of success; 8,784 hours 
of good health; 527,040 minutes of 
good luck; and 31,622,400 seconds of 
joy! Amen. (Paraphrased from Lama 
Ranch Eibertengen).  
       The anticipation of a new year 
brings with it a promise of change, 
betterment, and a fresh start. What is 
your New Year’s resolution? Mine is 
to find balance. In my pursuit of a 
definition, I found an interesting ar-
ticle entitled “How to Create a 
Balanced Life: 9 Tips to Feel Calm 
and Grounded” by Jasmin Tanjeloff. 
The different elements include inter-
nal (mind, heart, health) and external 
(work, social, family, fun). Whenever 
you feel yourself teeter tottering 
more in one direction or another, you 
can steady yourself by implementing 
the following: “Acknowledge, 
Examine, Set Goals, Plan Tasks, 
Reflect, Prepare, Empower, Connect 
and Plan.” It does sound like an ad-
ditional task, but maybe one worth 
checking out. Good luck with your 
New Year’s resolution!  
       As expected, December was 

another memorable month for the 
PRCUA Officers, Directors and 
members. The Quarterly Board 
Meeting found our National 
Directors and Chaplain at the Home 
Office on St. Nicholas Day as well as 
the day after. Meanwhile, Elżbieta 
Sawczuk (Director of Marketing) 
welcomed the Zbigniew Herbert 
Polish School in Palos Heights, IL to 
the PRCUA family. On the evening 
of December 7, District 7 hosted the 
PRCUA Opłatek at the Great Hall of 
the Polish Museum, making the com-
mute a little easier after the intense 
deliberations of the meeting. I direct 
your attention to the article and pho-
tos from this Opłatek on page 5 for 
details. I commend Ewa Cholewinski 
and Anna Krysinski (D-7 Directors) 
and Mateusz Bomba (D-7 President) 
as well as their committee for their 
attention to all the details making 
this a very elegant evening. Special 
thanks to Młoda Polonia Ensemble 
and Musical Director Mieczysław 
Dzis for the artistic program. There 
were other events on December 7th 
as well, including the Polish 
American Chamber of Commerce 
(PACC) which honored the PRCUA 

with the “Chamber Loyalty” award 
accepted by our President and 
Secretary-Treasurer.  
       The following seasonal celebra-
tions were attended by one or more 
of the PRCUA Executive Officers be-
fore the Christmas holidays: Polish 
American Council – Illinois Division 
(12/9); Chopin Foundation (12/10); 
Polish Teachers Association (12/11); 
St. John Paul II Polish School and 
Polanie (12/15); Southwest Center of 
Polish Song and Dance Recital with 
guest performances by the Wesoły 
Lud Polish Folk Dance Company 
(12/15); Magic of Christmas includ-
ing performances by Polonia 
Ensemble (12/15); Polish Consulate 
of Chicago (12/17); and the PRCUA 
Employee Christmas Party (12/19). 
District 10 presented its Annual 
Michigan Women’s Division Opłatek 
on December 1st, hosted by the Opole 
Dancers as well individual school 
Christmas parties. Each and every 
one of these events was filled with a 
mutual exchange of nostalgia for the 
past, hope for the future and enjoy-
ment of the present. Congratulations 
to all on your efforts and thank you 
for all you do for PRCUA and the 
Polish American community.  
       Christmas may be over, but its 
spirit and memories will hopefully 
continue into the New Year. The 
sounds of Christmas carols – the 
Polish and the English – echo as I 
reminisce about the individuals with 
whom I shared the opłatek, many that 
frequented the same events. Most 
had that Christmas twinkle in their 

eyes – my favorite, Consul Piotr 
Janicki - and a few to whom my heart 
goes out, a sadness for which an 
empty plate is set at the Wigilia table. 
To top all of these emotions is the joy 
the holidays bring to my wonderful 
family.  I hope your Christmas was 
as merry and bright as our family 
Christmas.   
       In the midst of the Christmas 
celebrations, there were also many 
birthday celebrations including 
former PRCUA President, Joseph A. 
Drobot Jr.; my Chief of Staff, Conrad 
Wiecek; Anusia Moschopoulos 
(Marketing) and Agnieszka 
Dobrzycki (Audit) from the Home 
Office; also Teresa Sromek from the 
PMA. May God bless you and all 
others born in December with love, 
health, happiness and wealth. Sto 
Lat! 
       2019 saw the inception of a new 
trademark – PRCUALife; a new logo 
and a new tag line “Protecting life 
through all its stages”; in 2020, we in-
troduce a new and modern Naród 
Polski. In an effort to continually    
appeal to both the young and sea-
soned members of the PRCUA, we 
are streamlining our newspaper. 
Most current happenings in the 
world, and in particular of PRCUA, 
are on our social media outlets: 
Facebook, Instagram and YouTube – 
and I direct you to them. In the 
meantime, enjoy our photo collage of 
events attended – you know what 
they say “A picture is worth a thou-
sand words.” 

Sharing the opłatek with 
Consul Piotr Janicki

Polish Teachers Association Opłatek  
with Wanda Penar, Ewa Cholewinski,  

Halina Szyrzyna, Misia Jaminski 
and Irene Dyer

 John Paul II School and Polanie Ensemble staff (l-r): Mirek Cislo, Wiktoria Para, 
Halina Szyrzyna, St. Nicholas, Micheline Jaminski, Małogrzata Śnieżko,  

Richard Witkowski

L-r: PRCUA President James Robaczewski  
with wife Elaine and and Secretary-Treasurer  

Agnieszka Bastrzyk at the PACC dinner

L-r: Ela Sawczuk,  
Micheline Jaminski and  
Lidia Kowalewicz at the 

Polish Consulate 
Christmas celebrationWith the representation from St. John Paul II Polish School in Lemont, IL

Conrad Wiecek’s birthday party: Micheline Jaminski,  
Ela Sawczuk, Conrad Wiecek, Emilia Wiecek, Agata Wilgocki, 
Anusia Moschopoulos, Lisa Terlecki and Mateusz Bomba
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ANNOUNCING 
THE PREMIERE 
OF “FLAVOR  
OF POLAND” 
 
       The Consulate of the Republic of 
Poland in Chicago announces the 
premiere of a brand new television 
project about Poland that will be 
broadcast on American Public 
Television channels beginning this 
January 2020. This new 13-episode 
series will be the first culinary travel 
show in American TV history that is 
solely dedicated to the subject of 
Poland and its culinary heritage.  
       The program’s authors and pro-
ducers - Edyta Ślusarczyk and 
Robert N. Wachowiak from Inde-
pendent Film Factory, Inc., together 
with WTTW would like for this 
series to reach as many Polish-
Americans and U.S. TV viewers as 
possible.  

       The official website  
http://www.flavorofpoland.com was 
launched on December 27th. All in-
formation and updates about the 
series broadcasts in specific states 
will be available on the site. 

       On Sunday, November 3, the 
Polish Central Citizens Committee of 
Detroit held its 47th Annual Pulaski 
Day Banquet and chose the PRCUA 
Halka Dancers to be honored for 
celebrating their 50 years, and 
awarded the Pulaski Medal of Honor 
to Halka director, Laura Hejza. The 
event was held at the Barrister 
Gardens in St. Clair Shores, MI, and 
was attended by various Polish 
groups including a representation of 
PRCUA comprised of President 
James Robaczewski, Vice President 
Micheline Jaminski and Secretary-
Treasurer Agnieszka Bastrzyk.  
Laura was one of six who received 
Medals of Honor. Polish Central 
Citizen Trustee Celeste Grabowski 
read Laura’s biography.   
       Laura Hejza has been a part of the 
PRCUA since the Halka Dancers began, 
being the youngest dancer in their first 
recital in 1970, then after 13 years grad-
uated to became an assistant to their 
teacher. She was then approached to be-
come the teacher/choreographer of the 
PRCUA Gwiazda Dancers and did so for 
20 years. During that time, she belonged 
to the Wisla Polish Song and Dance 
Ensemble, traveling to Poland to perform 
and learn as much as possible about 
Polish folk dancing and culture to pass 
along to her students. Currently, Laura 
is a part of the PRCUA Zakopane Dance 
Ensemble and is also working to revital-
ize the PRCUA Women’s Division of 
Michigan. 
       Laura’s children, Brandon and 

Katelyn, followed in the family tradi-
tion of being a Halka dancers, where 
their “Babcia”, Rita Cerankowski 
was the director for 35 years until 
Laura succeeded her in 2015.  Laura 
is thankful to her mother for instil-
ling the importance of knowing her 
Polish ancestry and grateful for the 
support of the PRCUA.  She has been 
the director of Halka for 5 years and 
hopes to preserve her mother’s leg-
acy of celebrating Polish heritage and 
community service in Detroit’s 
Polonia. 
       When Halka received their 
honor, the President of the Polish 
Central Citizens Committee Richard 
Lapham, read the following as cur-
rent teacher/choregrapher Tom 
Lisiecki and director Laura Hejza re-
ceived a beautiful plaque. 
       The Halka Dancers, originally called 
the PRCUA Eastside Dance School, was 
established in 1969 at Our Lady Queen 
of Heaven Parish in Detroit.  A group 
known for their strong tradition and leg-
acy in teaching traditional dances from 
Poland to children celebrated their 50th 
Anniversary recital in April 2019. Halka 
has performed at the welcoming festiv-
ities for St. John Paull II in Hamtramck 
(1987), the yearly Detroit Tiger Polish-
American Night, the Pierogi Festival at 
Sweetest Heart of Mary, and been a part 
of service projects such as Join Hands 
Day at St. Albertus Church, to name a 
few. Most recently, dancers traveled to 
Poland to perform in the International 
Children’s Folk Festival.  Eligible Halka 
graduates are honored each year for their 
dedication at the PRCUA Shirley Ann 
Galanty Michigan State Ball. Currently, 

the director is Laura Hejza and the 
teacher/choreographer is Tom Lisiecki, 
and both are past Halka graduates.  The 
efforts of former director, Rita 
Cerankowski, who was instrumental in 
the preservation of the Halka Dancers 
over the past 50 years deserves mention-
ing since she held her position for 35 
years and was also involved when the 
group was established.   
       It was a special feeling of pride 
to share this day with the Federico, 
Hejza, Krass, and Shick families who 
have supported the Halka for two 
generations; District 10 Director, 
Colleen Bonkowski, who was also 
awarded with a medal this day; 
members of other PRCUA Michigan 
dance schools and many familiar 
faces from Detroit’s Polonia and 
especially the PRCUA National 
Executive Officers.   
       Polish Central Citizen Board of 
Director member, Stella Szczesny, 
concluded the presentation program 
with an uplifting speech that left ev-
eryone smiling, laughing and feeling 
excited to be Polish and to not be 
afraid to express it.

PRCUA HALKA HAS DOUBLE  
THE REASONS TO FEEL HONORED

Tom Lisiecki (l) and Laura Hejza (r)  
receiving plaque for Halka Dancers  

celebrating 50 years

 

By Laura Hejza, Director 
Halka Dancers 

       It was a night of chaos, a night of exhausted 
smiles, and a night to shop! On Thursday, 
November 14, Zajączek Dance Ensemble hosted a 
Vendor Night at the Carpathia Club in Sterling 
Heights, MI.  For shopping convenience, this event 
was held during the ensemble’s normal class time. 
Raffles were held for prizes donated by the ven-
dors with the proceeds from ticket sales support-
ing the dance ensemble. In the end, everyone was 
a winner as Zajączek parents and dancers went 
home with some fabulous gifts for the upcoming 
holidays, and the participating vendors left relish-
ing in the financial success of the night.   

A VENDOR NIGHT WITH POLISH FLARE 
 

By Karrie Westphal, Secretary 
Zajączek Dance Ensemble
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Coed St. Rita’s Hard Hitters Coed St. Rita’s Serves You Right

Coed St. John Paul II

Coed St. Rita’s Metro

Coed St. Rita’s Sugar and SpikeCoed St. Rita’s Block Party

Coed St. Rita’s Notorious DIG

Mens St. Rita’s Can You Dig It

Mens St. Rita’s Hit Men Mens The Folly BallersMens St. Stan’s 718

       The 3rd Annual PRCUA Volleyball 
Tournament was held in November.  The PRCUA 
Opole Dancers served up a fun time for all. 
       Opole Dance Director Elizabeth Thacker along 
with Jennifer Vernon, planned a tournament to re-
member November 8th and 9th in Center Line, MI. 
The tournament began Friday night with the co-
ed teams taking the courts. In an intense final that 
played well into the night, St. Rita’s Block Party 
proved victorious over PRCUA 162.  Later, teams 
gathered back at Homewood Suites to enjoy food 
and drinks, share comaraderie and prepare for the 
men’s and women’s competitions in the morning. 

       Saturday supplied another great day of serves, 
spikes and digs. President Jim Robaczewski 
served up a powerful serve in the opening cere-
monies. Three women’s teams and five men’s 
teams squared off to vie for bragging rights as 
tournament champions. The women’s champion-
ship game pitted St. Rita’s Balls Up against St. 
Rita’s Dziewczyny. After much back and forth ac-
tion, Balls Up celebrated as this year’s champion. 
The men’s competition proved even more intense 
with St. Rita’s Can You Dig It facing off against St. 
Stan’s 718. In the end, St. Stan’s 718 won the battle 
of the volleys and claimed the championship title. 
       The tournament ended with a banquet at 
Malone’s Tavern in Warren, MI where all teams 
gathered to celebrate our fraternal community. 
Attending the tournament and banquet were 

President Jim Robaczewski, Fraternal Department 
Coordinator Mateusz Bomba and District 8 
National Director Myron Cislo. 
       The Tournament MVPs were Aaron Elowski 
for St. Rita’s Block Party (Co-ed), Jessie Plague for 
St. Rita’s Balls Up (Women’s) and Kyle Harvey 
from St. Stan’s 718 (Men’s). Also honored were the 
All Stars from each team, which included: Tiffany 
Giambrone, Michael Mihalic, Anthony Perfetto, 
Greg Phillips, Grace Ozog, MJ Vanderbrink, 
Amanda Ynclan, Andres Garcia Sanchez, Patty 
Johansen, Tabetha Hubbard, Adella Houle, Jerry 
Lubiarz, Travis Harvey, Dino Fracassi, Austin 
Chunn and Ron Houle. 
       The real wins from this tournament were the 
continuation of our athletic competitions, the 
many younger competitors joining the ranks and 
the joy of renewing and creating the friendships 
offered through our shared membership and fra-
ternalism. (Additional photos on pg. 9)

3rd ANNUAL PRCUA VOLLEYBALL TOURNAMENT

Coed PRCUA 162President James Robaczewski opening the tournament 

By Lila Mandziuk
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Womens St. Rita’s Sweet Digs

Womens St. Rita’s Balls Up

Womens St. Rita’s Dziewczyny

Co-ed teams in action

2020 PRCUA SPORT TOURNAMENTS 
Date Tournament Location Hosting 

Society 
March 7 Basketball Tournament Muskegon, MI Society #78 

April 17-19 Bowling Tournament Wyandotte, MI Society #162 

July 25 Golf Tournament La Porte, IN Society #1031 

August 21-22 Softball Tournament Livonia, MI Society #718 

TBD Volleyball Tournament Chicago, IL PRCUA District 8 

Mens St. Rita’s Sneak Attack
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       On December 7, 
PRCUA President 
James Robaczewski 
together with 
Secretary-Treasurer 
Agnieszka Bastrzyk  
attended the Polish 
American Chamber 
of Commerce’s 
(PACC) Annual 
Holiday Party & 
Awards Dinner, 
and the celebration 
of the 25th 
Anniversary of the 
PACC.   During the 
event, they accepted 
the “Chamber Loyalty” award which 
was presented to the PRCUA.  
       Established in 1994, the PACC is 
a not-for-profit organization incor-
porated in the State of Illinois as a 
business association. The Chamber is 
dedicated to fostering its members’ 

business interests, 
educating and facili-
tating commercial 
contacts, and build-
ing relations.  
   The Chamber is 
also at the forefront 
of encouraging and 
promoting domestic 
and foreign trade to 
benefit its members, 
the community, and 
the State of Illinois. 
Its goals include 
promoting its 
members busi-
nesses and enhanc-

ing trade relations between the U.S. 
and Poland.  
       The PRCUA has been a member 
of the PACC for over five years, host-
ing the annual PACC meetings and 
supporting the Chamber’s initia-
tives.  Thank you, PACC!

PRCUA HONORED WITH THE   
“CHAMBER LOYALTY” AWARD  
BY THE PACC 
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       Zajączek Dance Ensemble will 
be hosting Deacon Piotr through his 
final year as he becomes a priest.  We 
will be taking donations to go to-
ward buying Deacon Piotr vestments 
for his first mass and dalmatics for 
two deacons who will be serving 
with him.  The gifts will be presented 
at Zajączek’s 15th Anniversary 
Recital.  
       Zajączek students learn about 
their Polish heritage through dance 
and traditions, and now they also 
have a place to learn more about 
their religion by helping one of 
God’s missionaries. 
       Deacon Piotr Kosk was born in 
Skwierzyna in Poland on May 8, 
1994. He is the son of Krystyna and 
late Eugene Kosk. He has a younger 
brother Maciej and an older sister 
Sandra who lives with her husband 
and two children in England.  

       Piotr entered 
the seminary in 
Warsaw and was 
designated to be-
come an army 
chaplain. He 
completed two 
years of philoso-
phy and one year 
of theology.  
       Auxiliary 
Bishop of Chicago Andrzej Wypych 
invited Piotr to continue his studies 
at Mundelein Seminary where he 
spent one year learning English.  In 
2017, after passing the TOEFL 
Exam, he transferred to the Orchard 
Lake Seminary, where he is finishing 
his master’s degree.  On May 23, 2020 
Piotr Kosk will be ordained to the 
priesthood for the diocese of 
Springfield in Illinois. 
       Deacon Kosk is looking forward 
to serve the people of God outside 
Poland and to be a missionary for 
Christ.

MEET DEACON PIOTR KOSK

A MEAL WITH MEANING

By Colleen Bonkowski, Director, 
Karrie Westphal, Secretary 
Zajączek Dance Ensemble  

       On October 6, 2019, The Servants 
of Jesus celebrated their 45th anni-
versary. Separating in 1973 from the 
province of Felician Sisters of 
Livonia, MI, they had formed a new 
community.  
       A video, ‘’Write the Vision 
Down: The Journey of The Servants 
of Jesus,” presenting the history of 
the sisters, was shown to the guests.  
Being called by the Second Vatican 
Council to return to the spirit of the 
founding mother of the Felician 
Sisters, Mother Angela 
Truszkowska, Genevieve Rakocy 
called a meeting to see if there was an 
interest in pursuing this venture. 
Thirty three sisters attended the 
meeting in July of 1973. 
       John Cardinal Dearden of the 
Detroit Archdiocese encouraged  and 
was supportive of this new group of 
sisters.   
       In December 1973, the sisters 
met in Crofton, Canada at a lodging 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
(IHM Sisters) to elect their leaders, 
Sisters Genevieve Rakocy, Roberta 
Kolasa and Barbara Celeskey, and to 
write a draft of their early life direc-
tives.  They decided to meet monthly 
at the different places of their mini-
stries.  Until recently, they have kept 
meeting regularly.  
       Selecting a name for themselves 
was a process.  They prayed and put 
forth many combinations until they 
arrived at Servants of Jesus, which 
was a phrase Mother Angela had 
used to encourage her sisters during 
a time that they were disbanded be-
cause of political uprisings in 
Poland. 
       On August 6, 1974 the sisters re-
ceived an official decree from the 
Sacred Congregation of Religious in 
Rome and were recognized by the 
Archdiocese of Detroit as a new com-

munity. 
       Initially, they were short on 
funds so they took jobs. All the 
sisters were able to obtain employ-
ment in their varied professions: 
teaching, pastoral work, nursing, 
and administration. Eventually, they 
took positions in the Church and one 
as a lawyer. 
       In 1986 the sisters wrote a mis-
sion statement (confirmed in 2016), 
choosing to live the gospel radically, 
ministering to the poor and to those 
who had the greatest need.   
       The Servants of Jesus encour-
aged women to join them in prayer 
and in works of mercy, thus a group 
called the Associates of the Servants 
of Jesus was formed. Their purpose 
is to carry on the mission of the 
Servants of Jesus by helping in many 
capacities. Their ministries vary: de-
livering food to the homebound, 
teaching English as a second lan-
guage, preparing the immigrants for 
US citizenship, visiting the sick and 
other works of mercy. They come to-
gether with the Servants in prayer 
whenever possible. 
       In 2018, the Servants discerned 
that their ability to provide canonical 
leadership for themselves was lim-
ited and chose to look to another re-
ligious community to accept this 
position. With the approval of and an 
appointment by Archbishop Allen 
Vigneron of the Archdiocese of 
Detroit, Sister Paula Cooney, IHM 
accepted the position of President of 
the Servants of Jesus for three years.  
The Servants of Jesus continue to 
“live as Jesus lived and to serve as 
Jesus served”. 
       PRCUA President Emeritus 
Wallace Ozog and his wife Joann at-
tended the celebration and had the 
opportunity to view the beautiful 
and informative video of the 
Servants of Jesus.  Not only as indi-
viduals, but as a community, the 
sisters had to make important deci-
sions as they approached a new jour-
ney. They endured difficulties since 
they did not have the necessary 
funds to start this new life. They en-

SERVANTS  
OF JESUS
By Joann Ozog

Servants of Jesus and Associates at their celebration

countered many challenges, but by 
praying and working together they 
succeeded in overcoming them.  
       Thank you to these dedicated 
women who have kept the com-
munity alive for so many years.  May 
God bless those who are still living 
with good health so that they will 
continue their work. 
       These sisters are members of the 
PRCUA: Sisters Constance Balwinski 
(Society #1368), Paula Mierle (#1368), 
Christine Mihelcic (#1493), Patricia 
Radomski (#1368), Frances Stefanski 
(#1368), Ann Ozog (#1593), Corinne 

Weiss (#1493) and Karen Shirilla 
(#1493). 
       Sister Paula Cooney, IHM, 
President of the Servants of Jesus, is 
coordinating efforts to assist the 
Servants of Jesus.  An annual appeal 
is now being undertaken. Any dona-
tion will be greatly appreciated and 
is tax deductible according to IRS 
regulation. Checks should be made 
payable to: Servants of Jesus and sent 
to: Servants of Jesus c/o Sr. Paula 
Cooney, IHM, 821 W. Elm Ave., 
Monroe, MI 48162.

       On Sunday, December 1, the 
PRCUA Opole Dancers hosted the 
PRCUA Women's Division Annual 
Opłatek.  A delicious luncheon was 
held at De Carlo's Banquet Center in 
Warren,  MI.  Dancers from the 
Opole Dance School presented a 
beautiful program highlighting, ex-
plaining, and demonstrating the 
many Polish traditions and customs 
we share during the Christmas sea-
son.  Natalya Bonkowski and Olivia 
Westphal attended the festivities 
from Zajączek Dance Ensemble.  
Thank you  Opole Dancers for shar-

ing your time and talents with all of 
us.  Job well done!

By Karrie Westphal, Secretary 
Zajączek Dance Ensemble

Natalya Bonkowski and Olivia Westphal
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       With the holidays here, the PRCUA Gwiazda 
Dancers have decided to fill their plates with extra 
helpings of folklore. 
       On November 15, Gwiazda Dancers per-
formed for former Polish President and Nobel 
laureate Lech Wałęsa at Oakland University in 
Rochester, Michigan.  Gwiazda presented dances 
from Spisz, Beskid Śląski, and Beskid Żywiecki 
and the Krakowiak. During his speech, President 
Wałęsa spoke about his experiences during 
Poland’s struggles against the USSR, the Solidarity 
movement, and his role in the fall of communism 
in Eastern Europe.  The ensemble was proud to 
represent the Polish Roman Catholic Union and 
Hamtramck at this event. 

       On November 16, Gwiazda hosted a Watch 
Party for the soccer match between Poland and 
Israel at the Detroit City Clubhouse in Detroit.   
Gwiazda dancers, parents, family and friends 
gathered at the party to cheer on Poland as they 
won the match 2-1. Also attending was PRCUA 
Vice President Emeritus, Bob Bielenda, and his 
son.   

       On November 17, Gwiazda Dancers’ director 
gave a presentation about Marie Skłodowska 
Curie during an unveiling of a statue depicting 
Madame Curie at Wayne State University in 
Detroit.  A comprehensive description of the event 
appeared in the December 2019 issue of Naród 
Polski (page 16). Congratulations, Pani Jessica! 
       On November 20, Gwiazda Dancers per-
formed at Concordia University in Ann Arbor and 
presented the Krakowiak, the oberek, and a polka. 
       On November 23, Gwiazda Dancers partici-

pated at the Boll 
Family YMCA in 
Detroit’s Fresh-
baskets event 
where they as-
sisted in preparing 
Thanksgiving 
food packages for 
families in need. 
       Later that 
same day, dancers 
performed in 
Hamtramck as 
part of the Polish 
Art Center’s an-
nual holiday open 
house and pre-
sented the Krakowiak, the oberek, and a polka.  
The Polish Art Center is a longstanding business 
in Hamtramck and is an integral part of the Polish 
community in Hamtramck and in metropolitan 
Detroit.  Kathleen Koch and Michelle Gerdan (the 
daughters of Raymond and Joan Bittner, the 
owners of the Polish Art Center) are Gwiazda 
alumnae.  Ms. Gerdan’s sons Connor and Henry 
are second generation Gwiazda Dancers. 
       On November 30, Gwiazda Dancers per-
formed with the Lira Ensemble from Chicago dur-
ing Lira’s Holiday Show held at the Macomb 
Center for the Performing Art in Clinton 
Township, MI.  In addition to serving as lobby 
greeters to performance attendees, the Gwiazda 
dancers presented a suite of dances from Lublin. 

       On December 7, Gwiazda performed in 
Detroit as part of the 47th Annual Noel Night.  
Held in Midtown Detroit, the event features over 
120 participating venues including museums, res-
taurants, shops, galleries and historic churches lo-
cated in the area.  For its performance, Gwiazda 
presented suites of dances from Spisz, Beskid 
Śląski, and Wielkopolska.  Gwiazda also presented 
Lasowiak and its polka.  After the performance, a 
group of Gwiazda members stayed in Midtown to 
take in the many events.  The Noel Night perform-
ance also marked the debut Gwiazda performance 
for new dancers: Domenica, Eliza, and Zofia.  
Congratulations and great job! 
       On December 9, Gwiazda Dancers returned to 
their regular practice space at the PLAV Post 10 in 

Hamtramck.  Before and after dance practice, the 
dancers created homemade Christmas cards for 
U.S. veterans receiving treatment in Detroit area 
Veterans’ Administration hospitals. 

       The 2019 Gwiazda calendar year was packed 
with performances.  The group danced at many 
shows in and around metropolitan Detroit, spent 
summer weekends performing in “Up North” 
Michigan, and even danced in Minneapolis, MN. 

       2020 marks the ensemble’s 60th Anniversary.  
You can like us on Facebook or follow us on 
Twitter: @PRCUA_Gwiazda.

PRCUA GWIAZDA DANCERS’ NOVEMBER 
AND DECEMBER HAPPENINGS
By Nicholas J. Nowakowski,  
Gwiazda Dancers Secretary & 1997 alumnus

Gwiazda performance at Noel Night in Detroit

Gwiazda Dancers and family  
at Boll Family YMCA’s  
Freshbaskets event

Dancers and their families make Christmas cards  
for U.S. Veterans

Gwiazda Soccer Watch Party at Detroit City Club House

Gwiazda Dancers at the Polish Art Center’s  
Holiday Open House in Hamtramck

Gwiazda performing at Oakland University for Lech Wałęsa
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Get a free limited edition Polish T-shirt with every ticket purchased  

for the Polish Heritage Night through the link listed above. 
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A BLESSED NEW YEAR 
 
       When I was a youngster, my uncle Stan - a truly 
great man - operated a very popular and wonderful 
establishment known as "Orzech's Tavern" in the 
Warszawa Polish neighborhood of Cleveland.  
Among the many annual events associated with that special place was an al-
ways sold-out New Year's Eve party which featured a better-than-usual or-
chestra, lots of homemade food, and all the New Year's trimmings.  My father 
helped in this family affair by waiting on tables and my mother was always 
upstairs helping in the kitchen.  Other family members who didn't assist 
helped out by being good customers!  Thus, my brother and I always spent 
New Year's Eve at my nearby grandmother's house. 
       As midnight approached, the TV at our New Year's Eve "party" tuned 
to Guy Lombardo at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York so that we'd 
know exactly when the new year began.  Once the clock chimed, the ball was 
lowered on Times Square, and "Auld Lang Syne" was playing, we'd gather 
by the telephone (land line...black stationary rotary phone...not a very long 
cord...loud bell ringer) and wait.   
       First there would be a call from the kitchen.  It was my mother wishing 
us all a happy, healthy, new year.  The phone got passed around to the other 
aunts who were up there helping, too.  And, of course, it got passed around 
among my brother, my grandmother, and me, too.  Then, after a bit, the 
phone would ring again.  It was my father calling from downstairs in the 
tavern.  You could hear the band playing in the background and the people 
celebrating as he also wished us a blessed new year and all the very best in 
it.  Any aunts and uncles in the vicinity got to add their two cents worth, too. 
       As I was sitting down to write this article, my mind drifted back to these 
new year's past for a simple reason, I believe.  It wasn't to be reminded that 
most of the people associated with this story - and even the places - are no 
longer with us.  They're never far from my memory, anyhow.  It's to be re-
minded of the love and care which I was blessed to have as the foundation 
of my life.  It's to be reminded that, even though the cast of characters and 
the places associated with them always keeps changing, the same remains 
true today. But, this is true, I think, not just for me.  I think most of our 
readers can find similar things from their past which bring to mind the love 
and blessings in their own lives. 
       So, as we welcome in this new year of our Lord 2020, I will be praying 
that all of you find that little bit of time necessary to think back on the love 
and blessings which have been a part of your life; that you'll have the un-
derstanding eyes to see that, while the cast of characters and the places as-
sociated with them may have changed, much of this endures in its own way 
still today; and, most of all, I'll be praying that as this new year unfolds, you'll 
be fondly looked upon by others because you'll be that loving source of care 
and blessing in their life.   
       A truly blessed, joyful, healthy, and prosperous new year to you all! 

 Higher  Perspectives    

By Fr. Eric Orzech,  
St. Stanislaus Parish  
& St. Casimir Parish, 

Cleveland, OH

CARNIVAL IN POLAND 
 
The period of time beginning on the day of Epiphany and ending on the 
Tuesday before Ash Wednesday (karnawał), was in old Poland filled with 
winter balls, masquerades, processions, games, and horse-drawn sleigh rides 
(kulig) - one of the most popular activities. For nobility, these rides could take 
up to several days while the sleighs stopped at the nearby manor houses to 
allow riders to warm up, eat, drink, and dance along the route.
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3.  Find 10 differences.

1.  Help the penguin join his friends and teach them to 
     skate better.

2.  Can you spot the two identical pictures?

4.  Find all the words from the word list (ignore spaces 
     and dashes).  Words go left, right, up, down, and can 
     bend at a right angle.  Every letter is used only once.

Answers on pg.15



Member                             Society    State 
 

Allen, Rita F. 864 PA 
Banaszak, Genevieve 2220 OH 
Benesz, Marie Ozga 1486 IL 
Bigaj, Alfreda J. 385 NY 
Bikulcs, Diane M. 1606 IL 
Ciesielski, Lewis 2315 WA 
Collini, Mary E. 2015 PA 
Curta, John F. 308 IL 
Dennis, Michael 1575 IL 
Dobrzynski, Terris 2320 WI 
Ejdys, Wanda Maria 597 CT 
Forbes, Christina 1633 OH 
Gofron, Frances J. 878 IL 
Grabowski, Jean 2059 NJ 
Hanko, Irene 517 NJ 
Iwuc, Stephen J. 896 RI 
Kisiel, Stella B. 2015 NC 
Klimek, Walter P. 76 NJ 
Kosuda, Jane A. 459 NY 
Lajewski, Raymond 20 NJ 
Leicher, Veronica 2152 MI 
Lizak, Paula 237 PA 

Member                             Society    State 
 

Lucas, Edward 1004 VA 
Madziarczyk, William 849 IL 
Mazur, Thomas J. 1486 IL 
Olszyk, Rev. Thomas P. 2220 OH 
Pudelski, Thomas L. 2109 OH 
Radgowski, Czeslawa 308 IL 
Rozanski, Constance M. 87 MI 
Rzeczkowski, Dorothy 139 IL 
Samanns, Alfreda 2002 PA 
Sanchez, Barbara 1147 IL 
Sniezek, Helen 2002 PA 
Solnosky, Irene A. 20 NJ 
Staneart, Rose 475 IL 
Szparagam, Edward 1593 MI 
Szymanski, Wesley 2248 OH 
Szymkowski, Joseph 2220 OH 
Taurence, Mary T. 162 MI 
Thomas, Regina M. 1000 IL 
Underwood, Genevieve 2100 OH 
Wrobel, Alfreda 750 NY 
Zmarzlinska, Anna 1605 IL 
  

DEARLY DEPARTED   
PRCUA BROTHERS AND SISTERS

ANSWERS TO THE PUZZLES ON PG. 14 
 2.   3 and 8 

 

3. 

1. 4.

       How lucky can one girl be? 
Already dubbed daddy’s girl, Sophia 
Rose Wojtasik has stolen the hearts 
of her first-time parents, Romuald 
(Rom) and Melanie Wojtasik of 
Sterling Heights, MI.  
       Born October 1, 2019 and com-
pletely in charge, Sophia came into 
this world almost a whole month 
ahead of time.  In no time at all, she 
had her parents in the palm of her 
tiny little hands. 
       Sophia’s Busia, Maria Jalkiewicz, 
who is also the school director of the 
Polskie Maki Dance School in 
Warren, MI beams with pride as she 
tells the story of how smart and 
adorable the new bundle of joy is to 
the family.  Not only is baby Sophia 
sleeping through the night but she 
has developed an ear for classical 
music. It seems as though mom and 
dad aren’t the only ones whose 
hearts were stolen.  Both Busia and 

Dzia Dzia Joe Jalkiewicz are com-
mitted to babysitting at least twice a 
week while mom and dad return to 
work after maternity leave. 
       Melanie is a naturopath and ho-
listic health practitioner and a past 
graduate of the Polskie Maki Dance 
School.  Rom is a senior resolution 
advocate for Quicken Loans who is 
also not afraid to change a dirty 
diaper. Way to go, dad! 
       Continued blessings to the 
Wojtasik and Jalkiewicz families. 
Welcome, beautiful Baby Sophia 
Rose! 
       Love and best wishes to Dzia 
Dzia Joe after undergoing a success-
ful heart surgery just two weeks after 
Sophia’s birth!

       Congratulations to Gwiazda’s Treasurer, 
Magadelna Srodek and Joseph Suwalkowski 
on the birth of Gwiazda’s future dancer, 
Josephine (Józia) Aleksandra. Józia was born 
on November, 6, 2019 at 2:47 p.m., weighing 
7 lbs. 2 oz. and 21 inches long.  She is the 
younger sister of Gwiazda dancer Olivia 
Srodek.  Mom, Dad, Olivia and Józia are all 
happy and healthy!   Józia with big sister Olivia

FROM  THE  OFFICE  
OF THE SECRETARY-TREASURER 
 
Agnieszka J. Bastrzyk, ALMI, FICF, ACS

SOC. NAME LAST KNOWN ADDRESS  
29    Irena Chruscinska 1212 W. Mill St., Quakertown, PA 18915 
179  Beatrice Krynski 1030 S. Wenonah Ave., Oak Park, IL 60304 
237  Irena Kuchar 2903 Garbett Ave., McKeesport, PA 15132 
237  Edward Sikora 4800 E. Vegas Valley., Las Vagas, NV 89121 
413  Julia Silagy 2015 Krolow, Benton Harbor, MI 49022 
       c/o Mike Sobczyk 
542  Domicelle Wilson 8533 S. Kenneth Ave., Chicago, IL 60652 
597  Julius Kremski 89 Kenwood Dr., New Britain, CT 06052 
718  James Little 19020 Schoolcraft, Detroit, MI 48223 
850  Helena Beck 9825 S. Albany St., Evergreen Park, IL 60642 
1228 Emily Chmura 8004 S. Keeler Ave., Chicago, IL 60652 
1301 Klementyna Wilga 18 Russell Ave., Portland, CT 06480 
1301 Mary Habza 125 Salem Rd., Fishkill, NY 12524 
1486 Eleonor Slawski 45 Russell St., Brooklyn, NY 11222 
1486 Helen Bazela 4542 Richie St., Mananyunk, PA 19127 
2108 Felix Zgud 1370 Ontario St., Cleveland, OH 44113 

       We need the current addresses for the following members.  If you know 

the address of anyone on this list, please send it to: Agnieszka Bastrzyk, 

Secretary-Treasurer, PRCUA, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642-

4101 or call 773-782-2600 Ext. 2604 or 1-800-772-8632 Ext. 2604.  

SOPHIA ROSE 
 

By Kelly Malinowski

JOSEPHINE ALEKSANDRA
 

By Jessica Wendt

Sophia Rose with parents

CHANGE OF ADDRESS AND/OR REQUEST  
FOR NARÓD POLSKI NEWSPAPER 

 

   q  ADDRESS CHANGE q  REQUEST NEWSPAPER      
    q  CANCELLATION     q  E-MAIL ADDRESS   

NAME __________________________________________________________________ 
ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________ 
CITY __________________________________ STATE _______ ZIP ________________  
E-MAIL _________________________________________________________________ 
OLD ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________ 
 

To access the newspaper online, go to: www.PRCUA.org/narodpolski 

and click on "Start your digital Naród Polski subscription."  If you'd like to 

get a print-copy, email narod-polski@prcua.org or mail the form above 

to: PRCUA, 984 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60642-4101 

Attn: Naród Polski
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       Dystrykt 7 Zjednoczenia 
Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego         
w Ameryce był gospodarzem tego-
rocznego Opłatka ZPRKA zorgani-
zowanego w sobotę, 7 grudnia, 2019 
roku w Sali Głównej Muzeum 
Polskiego w Ameryce w Chicago. 
Ponad stu trzydziestu gości przybyło 
aby wspólnie podzielić się 
opłatkiem, wzajemnie złożyć 
życzenia i miło spędzić czas w 
świątecznej atmosferze. 
       Prowadzącymi program byli dy-
rektor marketingu Elżbieta Sawczuk 
i koordynator działu braterstwa oraz 
prezes Dystryktu 7 ZPRKA, Mateusz 
Bomba. 
       Komitet organizacyjny, któremu 
przewodniczyła dyrektor Dystryktu 
7 Ewa Cholewinski, przygotował 
spektakularny wieczór dla wszyst-
kich obecnych. W spotkaniu wzięli 
udział członkowie zarządu ZPRKA: 
prezes James Robaczewski z żoną 
Elaine, wice prezes Micheline 
Jaminski z mężem Ryszardem i sek-
retarz-skarbnik Agnieszka Bastrzyk 
oraz wszyscy krajowi dyrektorzy           
z małżonkami i rodzinami. Obecni 
byli także: prezes Muzeum Polskiego 
w Ameryce Richard Owsiany, przed-
stawiciele Grupy Kulturalnej 

Dorosłych ZPRKA                
z Kopciuszkiem 
Karoliną Gal i Księciem 
Arthurem Rykala,                
a także przedstawiciele 
innych organizacji, w 
tym Polish Falcons of 
America. 
       Po obiedzie, Zespół 
Pieśni i Tańca Polonia 
ZPRKA pod kierownict-
wem Anny Krysinskiej, 
która jest również dyrektorem 
Dystryktu 7, zapewnił rozrywkę 
pod kierunkiem muzycznym 
Mieczysława Dziś. Grupa 
przygotowała różnorodność 
pięknych polskich i amerykańskich 
kolęd, a wielu towarzyszyło im             
w śpiewie. Wkrótce potem Święty 
Mikołaj odwiedził salę, gdzie 
rozdawał prezenty wszystkim obec-
nym dzieciom. Program konty-
nuowano grą prowadzoną przez 
Micheline Jaminski, a zakończono 
losowaniem świątecznych koszy 
upominkowych z mnóstwem nie-
spodzianek. 
       Chcemy podziękować wszyst-
kim wolontariuszom z Dystryktu 7 
za przygotowanie tak wyjątkowego, 
pełnego atrakcji spotkania. 

        Prezentujemy Państwu pierwsze 
tegoroczne wydanie „Narodu 
Polskiego” w nowym wydaniu.  
Minęło pięć lat od chwili wprowa-
dzenia ostatnich zmian. 
Pomyśleliśmy, że wkraczając                   
w nowy rok i w nową dekadę, 
nadszedł czas, aby naszą gazetę 
uatrakcyjnić. 
       Pierwsza zmiana to nieznacznie 
zmniejszona wielkość naszych stron. 
Bardziej zauważalne zmiany dotyczą 
sposobu, w jaki ułożone zostały 
nasze strony.  Strony zostały zorga-
nizowane w odrębne sekcje: biznes, 
kultura, informacje członkowskie, 
sekcja polska. Kalendarz wydarzeń 
ukazywał się będzie wyłącznie                  
w języku angielskim.  Ilość stron             
w języku polskim będzie zależała od 
ogólnej ilości stron wydania i ilości 
nadesłanych artykułów.  Jedynie nie-
liczne artykuły będa drukowane           
w tym samym wydaniu w obu 
językach. 

       Aby ułatwić czytanie, czcionka 
została znormalizowana w tytułach    
i w tekście.  Teksty artykułów 
umieszczone zostały w 3 lub 4 ko-
lumnach.  Dla celów wizualnych, 
ograniczona została ilość zdjęć, które 
będą za to większe i bardziej czytelne 
oraz długość artykułów.   
       Od stycznia 2020 r. wszyscy 
nadsyłający artykuły i zdjęcia do 
„Narodu Polskiego” proszeni są            
o przestrzeganie wytycznych opra-
cowanych przez redaktor naczelną i 
członków zarządu ZPRKA. 
       Artykuły i wszelkie informacje 
należy przesyłać w programie 
Microsoft Word, drogą e-mailową. 
Wszystkie ogłoszenia dotyczące 
nadchodzących wydarzeń dys-
tryktów / towarzystw / szkół muszą 
być przesyłane w formacie Microsoft 
Word lub PDF, tak aby można było 
dokonać ewentualnej korekty                   
i dostosować je do dostępnej przes-
trzeni. 

Rozmiar artykułów: 
Do 500 słów - nie więcej niż 5 zdjęć. 
Do 600 słów - nie więcej niż 3 zdjęcia. 
Do 700 - nie więcej niż 2 zdjęcia. 
       W przypadku opisu wielu 
wydarzeń, muszą zostać one 
połączone w jeden artykuł z krótkimi 
informacjami na temat każdego wy-
darzenia. Dopuszczalne jest jedno 
zdjęcie na wydarzenie. Zalecane jest 
przesyłanie zdjęć dużych grup, za-
miast indywidualnych zdjęć. 
       Tylko artykuły dotyczące 
doniosłych rocznic dystryktów / to-
warzystw / szkół ZPRKA, co-
rocznych wydarzeń, takich jak Bal 
Kopciuszka i Księcia, Bal Stanowy 
Michigan, turnieje sportowe, Opłatek 
i Święconka, a także kolumna wice-
prezeski (na przemian w języku 
polskim i angielskim) oraz krajowe 
wydarzenia ZPRKA, takie jak 
rocznice organizacji i Sejmy ZPRKA 
mogą zawierać dodatkowe zdjęcia. 
       Redaktor i zarząd ZPRKA 
podejmą ostateczną decyzję, które          
i ile zdjęć zostanie wykorzystanych. 
       Oryginalne zdjęcia (nie wydru-
kowane komputerowo) należy 
przesłać w formacie JPEG 300 DPI. 

Prosimy nie przesyłać skanów 
wydrukowanych komputerowo lub 
materiałów skopiowanych z ksero-
kopii. 
       Wszystkie materiały należy 
przesyłać do redakcji Narodu 
Polskiego do 15 dnia każdego 
miesiąca. Artykuły przesłane po ter-
minie zostaną opublikowane 
w następnym numerze.   
       Artykuły i zdjęcia oraz 
ogłoszenia i inne materiały do pub-
likacji należy przesyłać na adres: 
lidia-kowalewicz@prcua.org lub 
pocztą na adres: Lidia Kowalewicz, 
Executive Editor, Naród Polski, 984 
N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 
60642-4101. 
       Mimo, że nasza szata graficzna 
się zmieniła, nadal dostarczać 
będziemy naszym czytelnikom 
najważniejsze informacje dotyczące 
działalności Zjednoczenia Polskiego 
Rzymsko-Katolickiego w Ameryce    
i jego członków oraz produktów ofe-
rowanych przez ZPRKA.  
       Wszelkie opinie na temat zmian 
i sugestie dotyczące dodatkowych 
zmian są mile widziane. 

„NARÓD POLSKI” ROZPOCZYNA 
2020 ROK W NOWEJ SZACIE

DOROCZNY OPŁATEK ZPRKA

Dyrektorki krajowe Dystryktu 7 ZPRKA  
Anna Krysiński (l) i Joanna Cholewiński (p)

Losowanie nagród loterii fantowej

Prezes ZPRKA James Robaczewski  
z prowadzącymi program: Elżbietą Sawczuk  

i Mateuszem Bombą



       Zjednoczenie Polskie Rzymsko-Katolickie w 
Ameryce serdecznie wita w gronie organizacji nową 
polską placówkę oświatową – Szkołę Jezyka i Kultury 
Polskiej im. Zbigniewa Herberta. 
       Szkoła Języka i Kultury Polskiej im. Zbigniewa 
Herberta mieści się w Palos Heights, IL, w budynku 
Chicago Christian High School. Zajęcia odbywają się w 
soboty, w godzinach od 9 rano do 1 po południu. 
Dyrektorem szkoły jest Irena Woźniak, której serdecznie 
dziękujemy za entuzjazm i doskonałą współpracę. 
       Placówka im. Zbigniewa Herberta w Palos Heights 
realizuje program w oparciu o „Podstawę programową 
dla uczniów uczących się za granicą” wydaną przez 
Ministerstwo Edukacji Narodowej w 2010 roku. 
Przygotowuje również do egzaminu certyfikatowego z 
języka polskiego. Certyfikat z języka polskiego jako ob-
cego jest jedynym państwowym dokumentem 
poświadczającym znajomość języka polskiego. Szkoła 
oferuje naukę religii w języku polskim, zapewnia też do-
datkowe zajęcia, świetlicę oraz kółka zainteresowań.  
       Patronem szkoły jest Zbigniew Bolesław Ryszard 
Herbert (ur. 29 października 1924 we Lwowie, zm. 28 
lipca 1998 w Warszawie) – polski poeta, eseista, drama-
turg, twórca słynnego cyklu poetyckiego „Pan Cogito”, 
autor słuchowisk, kawaler Orderu Orła Białego.                     
Z wykształcenia ekonomista, prawnik i filozof. 
       Jego książki zostały przetłumaczone na 38 języków. 
Był poetą znanym i cenionym w Polsce i za granicą, 
laureatem ponad dwudziestu nagród literackich.  
       Pod koniec roku 2019 Szkoła Języka i Kultury 

Polskiej im. Zbigniewa Herberta została objęta patro-
natem Zjednoczenia Polskiego Rzymsko-Katolickiego w 
Ameryce, uzyskując częściowe dofinansowanie swojej 
działalności, z planami całkowitego dofinansowania. Do 
grona rodziny ZPRKA dołączyło już 40 uczniów. Każdy 
z nich otrzymał od szkoły zniżkę w opłacie za naukę.  
       W sobote, 7 grudnia, dyrektor marketingu ZPRKA 
Elżbieta Sawczuk miała zaszczyt uczestniczyć w zorga-
nizowanej przez szkołę ceremonii pasowania na ucznia, 
podczas której tradycyjną „przysięgę” złożyli uczniowie 
dwóch pierwszych klas. Serdecznie gratulujemy wszyst-
kim pierwszoklasistom, życząc im samych najwyższych 
ocen oraz radości z każdego dnia w polskiej szkole.  
       Witamy w Zjednoczeniu i zachęcamy uczniów,       
rodziców i nauczycieli szkoły do zapoznania się z boga-
tym portfolio produktów finansowych PRCUALife, jak 
również z ofertą szeregu dodatkowych korzyści 
członkowskich na stronie prcua.org lub pod numerem 
telefonu (800) 772 8632.  
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POWITANIE NOWEJ SZKOŁY W GRONIE ZPRKA!

 

       Fundacja Charytatywna 
Kongresu Polonii Amerykańskiej 
(Polish American Congress 
Charitable Foundation) informuje      
o udostępnionych stypendiach     
imienia rodzin Majer i Lakowski – 
The Majer and Lakowski Families 
Memorial Scholarships – dla 
studentόw studiόw inżynieryjnych      
i administracji biznesu. Kandydaci 
muszą być studentami studiόw li-
cencjackich  lub magisterskich,      
w publicznej uczelni stanowej (uni-
wersytet lub college). Pierwszeństwo 
będzie dane studentom na trzecim         
i czwartym roku studiόw jak      
i uczniom na studiach magisterskich. 
       Stypendia pokrywają roczne 
czesne, ktόre uiszcza student – 
mieszkaniec stanu. 
       Kopię podania o stypendia 
można uzyskać pisząc na adres: 
Polish American Congress 
Charitable Foundation, 6645 N. 
Oliphant Ave., Suite A, Chicago, IL 
60631 (tel. 773-763-9942). 
       Formularze podań można też 
wydrukować ze strony internetowej 
Fundacji Charytatywnej KPA: 
www.paccf.org. 
 

Termin składania podań upływa 
15 marca 2020 roku.

STYPENDIUM 
FUNDACJI 
CHARYTATYWNEJ 
KPA

       Doroczne bożonarodzeniowe 
spotkanie z przedstawicielami 
Polonii w Konsulacie RP w Chicago 
odbyło się we wtorek, 17 grudnia.   

Gości powitał Konsul Generalny 
Piotr Janicki z rodziną.  Zwracając się 
do zebranych, złożył w imieniu 
swoim, swojej rodziny i pracow-

ników placówki konsularnej, 
życzenia radosnych świąt Bożego 
Narodzenia oraz spełnienia marzeń 
w nadchodzącym nowym roku. 
       O. Bronisław Staworowski OFM, 
z Zakonu Braci Mniejszych 
Konwentualnych z Prowincji 
Krakowskiej, ofiarował modlitwę i 
poświęcił opłatki, przygotowane do 
podzielenia się przed kolacją. 
       Druhny ze Związku Harcerstwa 
Polskiego uroczyście przekazały na 
ręce konsula Janickiego i wicekonsul 
Małgorzaty Bąk-Guzik Betlejemskie 
Światełko Pokoju, symbol wzajem-
nego zrozumienia ludzi i narodów. 
       Konsul Janicki zaprosił 
następnie do wysłuchania koncertu 
kolęd w wykonaniu młodej pianistki 

i wokalistki, studentki Uniwersytetu 
Stanowego Illinois, Kingi Smutek.   
       Po uroczystym podzieleniu się 
opłatkiem i kolacji, przy choince 
kolędowali członkowie Związku 
Podhalan w Ameryce.    
       W Opłatku w Konsulacie 
ZPRKA reprezentowały: wiceprezes 
Micheline Jaminski, dyrektor działu 
marketingu Elżbieta Sawczuk oraz 
redaktor naczelna Narodu Polskiego 
Lidia Kowalewicz.  W uroczystości 
udział wzięli także m.in.: była wicep-
rezes ZPRKA Anna Sokołowska oraz 
dyrektorzy i nauczyciele szkół pols-
kich działających pod naszym pa-
tronatem: św. Jana Pawła II, Jana 
Karskiego oraz Marii Konopnickiej.

ŚWIĄTECZNE SPOTKANIE W KONSULACIE RP W CHICAGO 

Konsul Generalny Piotr Janicki składa życzenia bożonarodzeniowe i noworoczne
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TOWARZYSTWO #1622 ZPRKA  
PRZYZNAŁO STYPENDIA  
 

       Rokrocznie Towarzystwo #1622 ZPRKA przyznaje swoim członkom 
biorącym udział w Balu Kopciuszka i Księcia dodatkowe stypendia.  W tym 
roku stypendia otrzymali: Alexandra Little, Tanya Sacinski, Lucas Skowyra i 
Lilliana Cislo.   

Zapraszamy w szeregi Zjednoczenia.   
Zapisujcie swoje dzieci do Towarzystwa #1622

Członkowie zarządu Towarzystwa #1622 (l-p: John Frankowicz, Vickie Kroplewski,  
Edward Muszalski, Barbara Frankowicz, Walter Dynowski)  

z kandydatami 48. Balu Kopciuszka, którzy otrzymali stypendia 

Zespół Pieśni i Tańca„Polonia”  
zaprasza na 

RODZINNY BAL 
KARNAWAŁOWY 

sobota, 22 lutego 2020 r. 
od 6 wieczorem do północy 

Crystal Palace Banquets 
1070 S. Elmhurst Rd., Mt. Prospect, IL 

 
Bilety w cenie: $80 dorośli (otwarty bar) 

 $40 młodzież (12-20 lat) - $35 dzieci (3-11 lat) 
 

W programie: występ ZPiT „Polonia”,  
wykwintny obiad, przekąski, otwarty bar,  

zabawy karnawałowe, znakomita muzyka - DJ Koval 
 
 W sprawie biletów  

prosimy dzwonić pod numer:  
       847-529-2555

Szko³a Polska im. Œw. Rafa³a Kalinowskiego  
zaprasza na  

Zabawê Karnawa³ow¹ 
sobota, 8 lutego 2020 r. 

Sala Bankietowa OO. Karmelitów Bosych 
1628 Ridge Rd., Munster, IN 

Drzwi otwarte o godz. 18:00  
Zabawa rozpocznie siê o 18:30 

 
Bilety: $40 doroœli, $20 dzieci w wieku 5-12 lat 

Rezerwacje i dodatkowe informacje:  
630-276-6764 (Monika) lub 19-671-3903 (Ania) 
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